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K. BynerueB. «l'opox HaBepxy»

Kup byabiuesn
I'opoa HaBepXxy

IHPOJIOT

3an CoBeTra AUPEKTOPOB MHOTO JIET HE PEMOHTUPOBAJIM, CBSALLIEHHbBIE (DPECKU, KOTOPBIMU OBLT
pacnucaH MOTOJIOK, MOYTH BBILBENH, MOILIM 3aMbICIIOBATBIMU IIATHAMU CBHIPOCTH, NIPUAABABIIMMU
3araIoOYHOCTh OATAJIBHBIM CLIEHAM.

T'ocnogun pupextop Crien pa3misabpBajl OTONOK, CIOBHO CTapasich yrajiarb CMbICT B U300pa-
KeHuAX. OH He XOTeJl OKa3blBaTh, YTO UHTEPECYETCS POUCXOISALINM.

I'ocnopun qupextop Mekniib, HauyaJIbHUK NOJMLINAY, YK€ 3aKaHUMBaJ CBOIO Pa3srPOMHYIO Peyb,
u jo ciyxa Crnena Jiofetaiy JMIb OTPbIBKU (ppas: «...nmpecTynHo Hapynms [lopsaok, MHkeHep
JlemeHsb. .. OIOPOYMB YECTHOE UM OTHOT'O U3 CAMBIX YBaKAaE€MBIX CEMEUCTB, MHKEHED JleMeHs. . .»

Mexkwib, 1o mpo3sunly Mokpuua, umen B Buy ceMenctso Criesios. Musxenep Jlemens Bo3Ha-
MepuJIcs KEHUThCA Ha Jodepu Criena.

IlectHaguate AUPEKTOPOB, CUAEBIIMX B KECTKUX JEPEBAHHBIX KPECIaX BOKPYI MaCCHBHOIO,
OTHOJIMPOBAHHOTO JIOKTSIMM CTOJIA, CIIyIIAJIM BHUMATEJIbHO, M KaXIbIM U3 HUX CTApAJICS IOHSATH,
KaKyI0 yrpo3y [UIsl HUX TauT HeBHas peuyb Mokpunpl. Tommii, MpauHblil, IOXOXKHAM Ha JIETY4YyIO
MbllIb, [lepeeiil nupekrop Kanrap 3aayMunBo KpyTHiI najbLamMu KOJIOKoIb4MK. Ero He ycrpansaio
YCWJIEHHE TO3ULIMY HayaIbHUKA TTOJIULIHN.

Kanrap nokocwica Ha Criena. Tor pasrisagpiBai (ppecku Ha notonke. OH He MOCMeN MOUTH
IpOTUB MOKPHIIBI U TETIEPD AENAET BU, UTO CI0Ba MEKUJIA €ro He KacaloTcsl.

Moxkpunia KoHUMI TOBOpUTH. [lnpekTopa 3amesenuanchk. Kro-to kanuisany. Kanrap nogHsics.
OH 6b11 [IepBbIM JUPEKTOPOM, U €MY ITPOBOAUTH T'OJIOCOBAHUE.

— TI'ocnopun Cnexn, — ckaszan Kanrap. — CorsnacHs! i Bbl, 4TO Hapymurenb [lopsaaka uHxeHep
Jlemens 3aciyxuBaer cmeptu B OrHeHHOM besnne?

Cries1 HaKJIOHUIT TOJIOBY.

— I'ocnoguH renepan-gupekTop?

Caepkarolas HalllMBKaMU TyILA KOJIBIXHYJIACh.

— bes comHenus.

— l'ocnogun gupekTop maxr?

JlupeKkTop 1maxT J0/1ro KkeBaj rydamu, nzoOpaxas padoty meiciau. Kanrap nogyman, yro Mok-
pHMlLIa 3aIUIaTAJI EMY, HO HEJOCTaTOYHO.

— Ilonarao, 4TO NOCTYNKYM MHkeHepa JIEMEHS BBIXOAAT, TaK CKa3aTb, 34 PAMKHU... A €ro uieu
o cymecrBoBanuu ['opona Hasepxy?

— Msi cynum Jlemens He 3a uzew, a 3a Hapyienue Ilopsika, — nepe6us ero MeKub.

— Jla, — cka3aj qupeKTop 1maxt OsicTpo. — [a, na.

— J'ocnoguH JUpeKkTop KOMMYHUKALUN?

VY nupekTopa KOMMYHHUKalLMii 00Ut nedeHs. OH MOPIIMTCS, IPUCITYIIMBAsICh K OOJIH, JOCTaeT
(p1akoH € JIeKapCcTBOM U MalleT CBOOOIHOM PyKOM — KOHEYHO, YTO TaM 00CYkJaTh. . .

Korna nocnennuit 3 JUpeKTOpoB Mporosocosal 3a cMepTh Jlemenio, Kairap oruenwn Bucs-
IIIUA HA HATPY/IHOM IIeNH HeOOJbIION Kimou oT [TeperoBopHOM.

—Torna, — ckazas oH, — B coracuu ¢ TpaauiusiMu 1 [opsiakom Mbl TOIDKHBI czienath BeeoOiee
onoseuienue. I'ociopun nupekrop Cren!

Xpanutens kmoda ot [leperoopnoit, aupektop Cries1, MeJUIEHHO MOTHATICS.

Mokpuiia cMOTpes Ha AUPEKTOPOB. DTO OB Yac ero TOPXKeCTBaA.
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V neepu Crienn oOepHyJcs. Y YepHOU MOPThepbl, CKPHIBAIOIICH BXOJI B 3aJ1 3aCeJaHUl, Cpen
YMHOBHHUKOB, JKPELIOB, JIJAKEEB U OXPaHbl CTOSUT €ro ChiH B (hopme oduriepa TaitHoM crpaku. Cren-
CTapIIMI BCTPETUIICS C HUM B3rIsiioM. Crie-Mtaaimii He3aMeTHO KUBHYIL.
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I'maBa 1
TEMHDBIE KOPU/1OPbI

Kponu npocHyricst panbliie 0ObIYHOT0. 3a MOPOroM HIypIIaiy IIaryd, CKpUIead roioca, Cibl-
IIAJTACh B3IOXH U TSDKEJIBIA Kalllelb — HOYHas CMeHa 1uia ¢ acoectoBoil (padpuku. OOBIYHO OH MPO-
chlnmascs, Korja maru 3aruxaiu. [Ipoceimasncs ot tumuHbl. KpoHu BcoMHui, 4to OyaeT cerogHsl.
OH noigeT BHU3.

Kponu cOpocuit ppaHoe ofiesiyio ¥ CTyIvI OOCMKOM Ha ToJ1. Jlamriazia repej IemeBoi cTaTysT-
Kot 6ora Pena coBcem moracia. TTogkimMast maiblibl CyXUX MYCKYJIUCTBIX HOT, YTOOBI HE TaK OOXU-
rajio XoJuogioM KaMmHsi, KpoHu mopjoimen kK cTony, Haiynain OaHKy ¢ 3eMJISTHBIM MacjioM U TIO[UTAJT B
nammany. Crano cBet/ee u Kak Oyaro Terviee. [Ipo3paunblie mayku KUHYJIUCh POYb U3 KPyra CBeTa,
MOTPATAINUCH IO TEMHBIM YIJIAM.

Kponu norsnsiesnt B OCKOJIOK 3epKasia, MPUCIOHEHHBIN K HOraM cTaTy3TKU. OCKOJIOK pelIKo yao-
CTaumBaJICsl TaKOM yecTd. JIUlo He ymMecTusioch B HeM, — KpoHM yBHIIEN JIMIIb CBETIBIN IJ1a3, KJIOK
PaHo MOCENIEBIINX KECTKUX BOJIOC, TOHKUI HOC, TEeHb KOTOPOT'O CKPbIBAJIA 3aMAaBIIYIO IIEKY U ITy0o-
KYyI0 MOPIIHMHY, CITYCKAIOIITYIOCS K YTy OJ1eiHbIX ry0. Co BUEpalllHero JHsI Ha JIUIIE OCTAJIHCH TIOJIOCHI
caxxu. KpoHu permi ymbIThCS.

OH cobpaJics, B35 CYHAYUOK C MHCTPYMEHTaMHU, 3aBePHYJI B TPAIKY U CYHYJI B KApMaH JIMIKUT
XOJIOAHBIN KYCOK BuepallHen Kaimu. bammaku crosm y nopora. Kponu 3aayn namnany.

V pyueiika, HaNOJHSBIIErO KPYIJblid OaccelH, yxke coOpasvch keHIuHbl. Hekotopele cTu-
payy, Apyrve NpUIILIM 32 BOJOW, HO HE TOPONWJINCH YUTH.

— Wnm otciona, — 3aiymeny oHu, Korjaa yBuaenu, uto Kponu paszueBaercs y kpas OacceiiHa. —
Thl HaM BCIO BOIY MCIIOPTHIIIb, BOHIOUUH TPyOaphb.

Kponwu He cran ¢ Humu pasroBapuBath. OH cel Ha Kpaii 6acceifHa U OITyCTHII HOTY B XOJIOHYIO
MBLUIBHYIO BOLLY.

— Ceituac My:ka Mo30BY, — IpUrpo3uia PaTtHu, jkeHa KBapTaJabHOIO CTPaKHUKA.

— Io30BH, — nonaep:xamu ee xkeHuMHbl. — [Tyckail MoeTcs B J1yxe.

Kponu nocran u3 cyHaydka KyCOK MbLIA.

— 3auem TeOe CTOJIbKO MbUIA? — CITPOCHIIA CTapyXa, KoTopast kuia Haja Kponu. — OcraBb MHe.

— He Gepwm, — cepnuiack PatHu. — YV Hero MbuIo nioraHoe.

— Takoe ke, Kak y Bcex, — ckazasl KpoHu.

— OT Hero m10Xo NaxHeT, — CKa3aJjia He3HaKoMasl IeBYIIKA.

— Tri-TO cama 371€Ch He TIO IpaBy! — KpUKHYJIa cTapyxa, KOTopas Hajesaack, 4yro Kponu oto-
MUT el MBblIa.

— Hypa, — ckazana PatHu. — He 3HaeT, 4T0 MOM TUIEMSIHHUK KEHUJICA.

KeHIMHbBI 3aCMESTUCh U CTaJId U3/IEBAThCS HAJl CTApyXOM, MOTOMY 4TO IUIEMSIHHUK PaTtHu
JKEHUJICS] OYEHDb BBITO/IHO U €TI0 jKeHa MpHUIILIa CBEPXY, U3 CEMbH MacTepa.

Kponu pemmit He okyHatbesl. OH HarHyJICsl 1 HAMBUIWII LIEI0 U TOJIOBY.

Kakasi-1o 13 )eHIIWH, OH He BUJIEN KTO, YTOOBI BBICTYKUThCS Tiepe]] PaTHu, MoK pajiach c3aau
Y BbUIWJIA HA HETO YIIAT C MBLJIbHOW BOIOW. KpOHM OT HEOKMIAHHOCTH ChEXKUJICS, CBAJIUIICS B BOAY,
Y €ro mTaHbl MPOMOKJIU. JKeHIIHBI noTemanuch Haj HuM. OfHa XoTesna cOpPOCHTh B BOLY M €ro
CYHAYYOK, HO cTapyxa cena Ha Hero. OHa ele Hajesack, 4to KpoHu otnact er MbLio.

Kponu, uepTtrixasich, BbUIE3 U3 BOJIBI M OTOIIIE B YEPHYIO HUIITY, YTOOBI BEIKATH IITaHBI. B Hutlle
BOHSUIO McnpakHeHusiMu. Koria oH BepHysicsl K OacceiiHy, cTapyxa cjesfia ¢ CyH/Iy4YKa U, HH4ero
HE TOBOps1, MPOTsIHYJIa KOPsABYIO pyKy. KpoHM OTHan el Kycok Mbljla, KOTOPbIM HE BBITYCTHJI, KOTAA
ynan B 6acceitH. OH nogoOpat CyHIy4OK U TOIIeN, MPUTIaKUBast MOKpble BOJIOCHL. C3a/11 KeHIIMHBI
KpUYaJIM CTapyXe, YTOObl OHA OT/IaJIa UM MBLIO.
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— TeGe Bce paBHO MOABIXATh CKOPO.

Crapyxa oTpyruBajiach.

B npyroii ners Kponu B36ecusicst Obl OT Tako# Heyaauu, HO cerofHsi Obuto nHadye. OH 10X aascs
IPy30BOTO JM(PTa ¥ MOKIOHWICS CTPaXKHUKY. CTPaKHUK OTBEPHYJICS. 310pOBATHCS C TpydapeM OH
He xotes. Ho 3Hau ero yxe siet mects 1 He oomxkai. JIudt nomen BHU3.

Kponwu exan pansiiie, yeM 0OBIYHO, ¥ TOTOMY B JIU(PTE OKA3AIUCh HE TE, C KEM OH €371 BCe-
raa. Kponu Bapyr nogymant, 4to B CBOEH JKM3HM OH BCTpevyalsl 04eHb HEMHOTO Jmofed. OJHUX U TexX
xe. C keMm padoTaeT, ¢ KeM e3IUT U KOoe-Koro u3 cocesieil. HeKoTophIx ere He BUIEN, O HEKOTOPBIX
TOJIBKO CIIBIIIAN. A €elle eCTb JIIOAW, KOTOPHIX TPYIHO CUYUTATh JIOABMH, IOTOMY YTO OHU MOJZOOHBI
HABOJHEHMIO WM 00BaITY. DTO COOPIIMK WM T€, KTO MPUXOAUT C MECSYHBIM OOBICKOM. Vnmn uenoBek
OT POCTOBIIMKA. KpoHU 3HaJ1, YTO MOYTH BCE HA YPOBHE XKUBYT Tak ke. TOJBKO y CTapyXy MEHbIIIe
3HaKOMBIX, a y rocrnioguHa Patau 6orpliie.

JIugdt ocranapnmmsaicsa. B Hero Bxoamnu HoBble mogu. OH yke ObUT nepenonHeH, u Kponu
CIIBIIIIAJI, KaK TPetlaay crapble Tpochl. CTpaKHUK HE MMEJI IpaBa BIIYCKaTh CTOJIBKO JIOACH, HO eMy
HE XOTeJIOCh TOHATD JTU(PT JUILIHUIA pas.

— Korga-uubyne Mbl 060pBeMcs, — CKa3al TUXO CeJION TeXHUK.

TexHuK ObUT CTapblid, HO, BUAHO, XOTeJ XUTh. Panbiiie KpoHu ObUIO Bce paBHO, KUTh WK yMe-
petb. HaBepHo, motoMy, 4T0 OH OBLT MOJIOL.

Kponu H1uero He OTBETHII, OH OOSICS, YTO CTPAKHUK YCIBIIIUT. Te, KTO CTOSIN PSIIOM U CITbI-
man, Toxe Momdanu. Jindrt mpoexan 6e3 OCTAHOBKM CIIEAYIONIUN YPOBEHb, KTO-TO KPUKHYJ Yepes
pemieTky: — Bl kyna? Mbl ono3zaem.

— Hapo panbine BcraBath! — yXMBUTbHYJICS CTPQKHHUK.

Kponu yepes royioBsl cocenieid CMOTpeN Ha Pa3HOIBETHBIE TIOTEKM HA CTEHAX MIaXThl JH(Ta.
[NoBepx apyrux TsAHyAACh y3Kas KpacHas ronoca. [Ipopsaso TpyOy B KpacUIbHON MacTEPCKOM, TTOY-
MaJt TpyOaph.

VBuUIEB IByX TOProBOK C KOP3MHAMH, CTPAKHUK OCTAHOBHUII JIUT.

— Hekyna, HaM ¥ Tak TeCHO, — IPOBOPYAJT KTO-TO C3a/IM.

TOpProBKM CyHY/IM CTPaKHHUKY [0 MOHETE, HO €My 3TOro Obl10 Masio. OH B3sU1 Y HUX U3 KOP3UH
o 6ey1omMy ciagkoMy KOpHI0. TOProBku mompoOoBaav BTUCHYTHCS B JIM(T, HO KOP3UHBI MEIIAJIH.
CTpakHUK CXBAaTHJI OJIMKHHX MACCA)KUPOB U BBIIIBBIPHYJT UX U3 JTUPTA.

— Ha crnenyromiem 3axBady, — cka3ajl OH.

— ToI yero Tak paHo? — CIIpOCKJI MacTep.

Macrep cupen 3a CTOJIMKOM U YMPKaJl KyCKOM rpadura o miaHy Kakoro-To CeKTopa.

— 51 BBIMBITBCS XOTEJ1, @ MEHsI KEHIIIUHBI He TyCTHJIH.

Mactep ObLT HE TIJIOXOM, T0OPBIi, C HUM MOXHO ObLJIO TOBOPHTb.

— B kBapranpHOM OacceiiHe Kynarbcs 3aymai? — Cpociil oH. — ['psi3Hast TBost poxa.

— A BBI KaK JOrajaJinuch?

— Yero TyT noraasiBathesi. Maso y 1eds JTyk Ha ydacTke?

— Bel paBbl, Mactep, — cka3as Kponu. — B mudre s Buaen kpachblii noarek. HaBepHo, B kpa-
CHJIbHOWM MacTepCKO TpyOa Teuer.

— 3Haio, — ckazas mactep. — Thl AT, KTO MHE TOBOPUT 00 3TOM. [lake cam yrpaBJisiOIui
3BOHMJIL.

Macrep nokazan u3Ma3aHHbIM rpaUTOM MaIblieM Ha KPBIIIKY IEPErOBOPHON TPYOBI.

— 4 tyna yxe nocnan moaeil. CerofHsi MpoORAM HEMHOTO 32 YYacCTOK, TOCMOTPH, HeJb3sl JIN
OTKJTIOUUTb BOCBMYIO WU JIEBATYIO JIMHUM. OHU BCE PAaBHO MOYTH HE TSHYT.

— Kak xe? A ecim OCHOBHas OTKJTIOUUTCS ?

Macrep noxain rjedamu:

— IIpukas rocnoguna Kasrapa.
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Bormumi 06xomurky HOYHOM cMeHbl. OHM OBUTH B IPSI3U U 3716l KAK YEPTH.

— 3anasui? — Crpocui MacTep.

— 3aBTpa CHOBa JIOIHET, — CKa3aJI CTapIINiA OOXOTUHK.

OHu cenm Ha KOPTOUKHU Y CTEHBI, U CTApIIHA cpa3y 3apeMall.

— 4 momen, — ckazan Kponu.

OH B31J1 B yIJIy MOTOK ITPOBOJIOKH.

— Hanmapuuka xnate He Oynerin?

— Ham Bce paBHO B pa3HbIE OTCEKHU.

— BepHo.

— Bammmaku ObI 3aiarai, — cka3zajl HOUHOW OOXOMUHK.

— Onu eme kpenkue, — ckazaia Kponu.

— CniHy JIOMUT, — CKa3aJl IPyroi 0OXOMUHK.

— Ioxanyiicsa qupekropy Kanrapy, — ckazan macrep.

OO6X0murK BBIpyrajicsi. Y CTeHBI ObUIO TEMHO, U OH Ka3aJICsl Kydel TpPsIibsl.

Kponu BbiIien u3 KOHTOPHI U 3aKpbLT 32 cOOOM /IBEPh. 3a MATOBBIM CTEKJIOM, 3aKJICEHHBIM
CepoH JICHTOH, TOKAUMBATUCh TEMHBIE CHITyIThl. OOXOMYMKH MOAHSIIUCH U IOKJIAIBIBAT MACTEPY O
TMIOJIOMKaX.

Bce monu pabotaior BMecte. Ha paGpukax mwim B KOHTOpe, B Ka3apMe WM Ha TeTUIOCTAHIIUY.
TosbKo TpyOapu ¥ KPbICOTIOBHI IIPOBOSAT AHU, HE BUIIS HA OTHOTO YesioBeka. Tpydapeit MOXHO mpe-
3UpaTh U He MyCKaTh B OOIIMI OacceiH, HO 6e3 HuX MUp AaBHO Obl rorud. Ecim nmocunTath, CKOJIBKO
TpyO 3anatan KpoHu, CKOIBKO MPOPHIBOB HaIeN, CKOJIbKO HAMOTAJ U3OJISIMU U CKOJIBKO TIPOYHCTU
poOOK, TO MOKHO CKa3aTb, 4To KpoHU HykHee, yeM caMm rocrnofuH aupektop Karap.

B nporiom rogy emy B rojioBy He MPHUIILIO ObI OZYyMaTh O TOM, YTO €ro MOKHO CPaBHHUBATh C
KeM-HUOY/Ib U3 YUCTHIX. MUp, B KOTOPOM OH KHJI, ObLIT B HE3aNaMsITHbIE BpEMEHa Pa3yMHO U CTPOTO
ycTpoeH 6orom Peiom, BBIIIE M W3 KPACHOU ThMBI, YTOOBI HAYYHTH JTIOJICH O/IEBAaThCS M OCBEIATh
cebe myTh. bor mepenasn cBOil BOMIIEOHBIN CBETHIBHUK YMCTHIM, U OHH, IBUKUMbIE OJIarMU MBIC-
JISIMH, TIONETMIIMCh CBETOM CO CBOMMHM MUIAANIMMU OpaTbsiMu. OHM KOPMUJIM M OJ€BAJIU TPS3HBIX,
JaBaIv UM padOTy M HaKa3bIBAJIM CTPOro, HO JM00s. Tak ycTpoeH MUp, TAKMM OH ObLT BEYHO U TIpe-
OyzeT 1o Toro AH#, korna OrneHHast be3gna 3a0epet k cebe CBOMX JeTel.

KpoHnu ocraHoBuICS Ha TUIOIMIAAKE, AaJIbIlle KOTOPOM MPOCTHIE JIIOAX He XOAWIU. TaM Morau
ObIBaTh TOJILKO TEXHUKHU U TpyOapu. CTynuB 3a pkaBylo pereTky, KpoHu cTaHOBUMIICS BbIIliE KBap-
TaJIBHOTO U JIa)Ke BBIIIe TocroarHa oduiiepa. HUKTO 13 HUX He ObIBal B OECKOHEUHBIX YJIMIAX CITy-
keOHoro ropoga. KpoHu MONOKMII CyHAYy4YOK Ha MO, CHSUI C TUleYa MPOBOJIOKY U TPUCETT Tepe
craryeii 6ora Pesa, ocBeleHHON 31eKkTpudeckon Jammon. Konenun 6ora Gnectenu oT Macia — ero
3anadpuBay Tpyoapy, YXOIUBIIME HA IeXKyPCTBO.

KpoHu OTKpBLT penieTky CBOMM KIIIOYOM. [TMHHBINA CiTyKeOHBI TyHHENb, YyTh 3aruoasich
BJIEBO, YXOIWJI BliaJib. [1o/1 MOTONKOM uepe3 Kask/iple CTO I1aroB BUCENU TYCKJIble JTJammbl. [IpoBucas,
TSHYJIMCh TI0 CTeHaM Kabenu U TpyObl. TpyOsl moTosie nuti 1o nomy. KpoHu cTrosim u mpuciym-
BaJIcs K uX ronocaMm. OH MPUBBIK HA CITyX OIpPeeNisATh, Kak UAyT Jena. Bpoae Obl Bce B MOpsiaKe.

TosnbKo B3/IbIXaeT Tpyoa, Mo KOTOPOH TeUYeT ropsiuasi Boja K TpuOHUIIAM.

Kponwu 3anepsxaicsi, yToObl CMEHUTH M30JIAIHIO HA Kadese Ne 1. [Toxoxke, ero rpi3iy KpbICH.
KaGess Ne 1 nomkeH Bcerza ObITh B TIOPSIIKE. DTO JIMHUS CBS3M MEX]y IJIABHBIM YPOBHEM U CTaH-
rueit. M 9ro kpeicam 31ech HyxkHO? KpoHU BBITAIMII U3 HUIIM B CTeHe OaHKY U MOCHINAT OTPABOM
BIOJb cTeHbl. OTpaBa MOKphIBaJIa BECh MO B TYHHEIE OeJIeChIM CJI0eM, HO KPBICH He 0Opaliaiy Ha
Hee BHUMAaHUS.

Kponu 3anepxkaicsi y BEpTUKaJIBHOW IIAXTHl 1 BHUMATEJIbHO OCMOTPEJ Te MECTa, Iie Kabeu 1
TpyOBl pacXoIuIuCh BBepX U BHU3. Ha crubax vaine Bcero ObIBaIy yTEUKH.

Hanbie Kponu cieoBano uaTy Briepes, 10 TPEThero MoBOpoTa, rae KOHYaJICs ero yJacTok,
U TaM criycTuthest BHM3. Ho KpoHu MUHOBA JIeCTHHIY U MPOIIIEN ellle IaroB TPUCTa, 3a Mpeeibl
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CITy’KeOHOTO ydJacTKa. DTO yke ObUIO mpocTynkoM. TpyOapsiM He MOJOKEHO B OAMHOYKY XOAWUTH B
AajibHUe KOPUIOPHI.

Panpinie B maxrte xoamn audT, Teriepb OH BHCENT MEXKIy YPOBHSIMHU, O HEM JIABHO 3a0bLIH, U
KTO-TO JIaBHBIM-/IABHO MIPOOUJI B €r0 KPHIIIe ¥ THUIIE JBIPBI, YTOOBI MOKHO OBLIO TPOOMpATHCS Ha
HWXKHUM spyc.

B maxre 6pu10 coBceM TeMHO, 1 Kponu 3axer (poHapb U, YT0ObI OCBOOOIUTH PYKH, TPUKPETTHAT
ero Ha j100. [IpoTuckuBasich CKBO3b pXkaBblil ckelet Judra, KpoHu pazogpan KypTKy v Oropumics,
MOTOMY UYTO HOBYIO €MY TOJy4aTh TOJIBKO Yepe3 BOCEMb/IECST JAHEH.

KpoHnu HakIoOHMIICS HA/L ABIPOH M COPOCHIT CYHAYUOK BHU3, Onvke K cTeHKe. CyH/IydoK 3BSIK-
HyJ1. Torna KpoHu noBuc Ha pyKax ¥ npbITHYJ criefoM. OH CTOsIT Ha ITMPOKOM KapHU3e, 00pa30BaH-
HOM OETOHHOM TUTUTOM, OOBAJIMBIIECS CO CTEHBI IIAXTHI U TAK 3acTpsiBiie. Kponu npucymmBanics.
Crosia TUIIMHA, HEBBIHOCUMAS [1s1 OOBIYHOTO TOPOKAHWHA, TUIIMHA, TIOHSITHAS! ¥ IPUBBIYHAS TPY-
6apro. ['1e-To Aaneko ¢ MoTojKa COpBaach Karwis BOABI M INEJKHYJIA O MOKPBINA MOJ. DTOT CEKTOP
ObLT JaBHO MOKUHYT, M TaM >KWJIU JIMIIb TPUBUICHUS.

OO6X0muMKH, KOTOpbIE OBIBAJIM HA STUX SIPYCcaX HECKOJIBKO JIET Ha3a 1, TOBOPHJIH €111, YTO KPbICHI
TaM XOASAT CTasiMHU U He Aail Oor nomnacTtbest — 3arpoi3yT. Ho nnxkenep Pasu ckazan, uto, kpome Tpy-
Oapsi, HUKOMY He HalTh OnOmroteky. TpyOapu MPUBBIKIM XOAUTh B OMUHOUKY IO MYCTHIM KOPHUJIO-
paM, y HEX He ObUIO cTpaxa mepeq mycToil TeMHoToi. Kponu Obu1 TpydapeM. Y Kponu ObL1 cityxke0-
HBII KJIIOY K pelieTKe.

Kponu sier Ha Kpaii TUIMTHI ¥ HATHYJ TOJIOBY, YTOOBI CBET (hoHAps Majat BHU3. EMy nokasanocs,
YTO Ha JIHE KOJIOALA MEJIbKHYJIA CBET/Iasl TeHb.

Kponu npukpenu KoHel mpoBoAa K Kpaio TimThl. OH NogyMall, He OCTaBUTh JIM 31€Ch CyH-
AYYOK, HO TIOOOSIIICS] pacCTaThCsl C HUM.

On npucnymmsacs. Tam, BHU3Y, pa3gaBalicsl MOPOX, OYATO cTast KpbIC Oeskasa 1Mo TYHHENIO.
Mo)HO BEpHYTbCS M CKa3aTb MHXKeHepy Pasu, 4yTo myTh K HWKHUM spycaMm 3akpbiT. HxeHep He
cMOkeT rpoBepuTh. Ho TpyOapem nBurasno Gosbliee, YeM KeJaHhe YTOAUTh WHKEHepy.

Kponu nogeprat 3a mpoBoJ 1 HaYaJl CIyCKaThCsl, TOBECUB CYH/IyUOK Yepe3 IIIeU0 M HAKJIOHSIS
rOJIOBY TakK, YTOOBI JIy4 CBeTa ObUT Bce BpeMsl OOpaIlieH BHU3.

[NomomiBbl HGaIMakoB IyJaKo yaapuirch o non. [lo AHy TyHHeNsl TeK pydyeek, U MpaBasi HOra
cpa3y IMPOMOKJIa — TMOJOIIBA €€ CHIIBHO OTCTaBaja M IIjienasia npu xoapoe. Kponu orcrynun Ha mar,
MIPUIKAJICS K CTEHE U MOBeJ ToIoBoi. JIyd cBeTa CKOJIb3HYJI [0 CTeHaM ¢ 0OpbIBKaMu Kadesei 1 pac-
TBOpWJICA B IIyOuHe TyHHens. Mt Hago Obuto HaleBo, 0 OOJBINOro 3aa.

[NozaBuepa, nocne UteHust, OHM CUACIU C MHKEHEPOM U MHBAJMIOM C acOecToBOU (padpuKu.
MuBanuay pacckasbiBall 0 OMOIMOTEKE ero OTell, KOTOPBIN MOJIOIBIM YY4aCTBOBA B OOJBIION 00J1aBe
Ha KPbIC ¥ 3a0TyIMIICS B TYHHENSIX HIDKHUX sIpycoB. OH Oy JaJt TaM TpH AHS ¥ BUAET MHOTO CTpaH-
HBIX BEIIEH, O KOTOPHIX Jake He CMeT BCIIOMUHATh. Ml oH BHeN X0 B OuOroTeky 3a tomamu [pen-
KOB.

— Mauto maHcoB, — TOBOPWJI TOTJa MHKEHEp, — YTO OT Hee YTO-HUOYAb COXpaHUIOCh. Kpbichl —
pa3. Brara — nBa, HerpeABUAEHHBIE OOCTOSITENILCTBA — TPH.

Pazu roBopuit 4eTKo, HErpoOMKO, KaK MOJIOKEHO MHKEHEPY, KOTOPOT'O CITYIIAI0TCS HE BO3paKasl.

— BHuMarenpHO OCMOTpH NIOMENIeHHs1, KOTOpble TeOe BCTPETATCS, — TOBOPUII €My WHKEHep. —
OHM HaM MOTYT NPUTOJMUTHCS.

VY1ouHsTh UHKEHep He cTan. A KpoHu He cripaimBal, OTOMY UTO ero He3HaHHe ObLIO BEJIMKO.

Kponwu men no tynHemo. Bona nox Horamu Obuta XOJIOHA, OT Hee MOAHMMAJIHCH 3allaxu, 1
TpyOaph yrajaplBas M0 HUM, OTKy/a coOMpasicsi pydeek. [1axiio cTpaibHBIM MBIJIOM OT KBapTallb-
HBIX 0ACCEHOB, KMCJIOTOM, OTpaO0TaHHBIM MacJIoM, oMosiMu. KpoHu mipencraBui cede, Kak pydeek
coOupaercs Mo KaruisiM, COYaliuMcs U3 TPElIMH B TpyOax, , CITyCKasich C spyca Ha sipyc, HaXOOUT
nyThb K besane.
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C3aau mOCHBIIIAIICS OPOX, CJIOBHO Karuisi BOIBI CKATHJIACH 1O CTeHe. [[jisi Ipyroro — HU4ero
HE 3Havallliid 3ByK B TyHHEJIE, HANIOJIHEHHOM ITIOpoXaMu M cTykoM Kanesib. Ho ciiyx Kponu cpazy
BBIJIEJIWJI €0 U3 COTHU JIPYyrHX ILIETIOTOB TOpOJa, U OH MPbIKKOM pa3BEpHYJICS, CTApasiCh B TO ke
BpeMsI ITPUKATHCS K CTEHE.

3a HuM 11a 6osbias Kpbica. OHa He crienmia 1, Korjaa Jayd (poHapsi JOCTHT ee, TIpucesia u
cTasia ’Kaath, moka Kponu noiiner gasnviie. B ABUKEHUSIX KPBICH OblTa HEMPUSITHAS OCMBICTIEHHOCTb.

OH nomen OvicTpee, OH JA0KeH AouTH 10 JoMoB [Ipenkos. Kponu He 3Hai, 4To Takoe qoma
[IpenkoB, a uxxeHep Pa3u ckazan Jauiib, YTO LEHTP ropoAa KOrga-To, HaBepHOe, ObT IMEHHO TaM.
CpaBHHTENTBHO OJIM3KO OT TETIOCTAHIIMK U Ha HAJIE:KHOM IiTyOrHe. Pa3u momo3pesait, 4To ropof cTpo-
WIICsl HA0OOPOT, He TaK, Kak ceilvac. I'ps3Hble KU Bhile. DTO ObUIO CTPAHHO M JIaKe HEJeTo, HO
KpoHu yxe moHuma, 4to CTPaHHOCTU TOpofa CO3JABAJIHCh JIOAbMHU M €CJHM Thl Pl OBEPUTh
KOMY-TO, TO BCE, UTO 3HAJI PaHbIIIE, MOXKEIIIb TOJABEPrHYTh COMHEHUIO.

MarneHbkuii 0OOpBaHHBIN YEJIOBEK CIEIIMI 0 YepHOMY TYHHENO, Jy4 (DOHaps Jesasl ero
BU/IMMBIM B TEMHOTE, HO OTKa3aThCsl OT CBeTa ObLIO ellle cTpaniHee. Kpbichl, MOKPHUIIBI, )KYKHU, YEPBH
Y TIPUBUICHUS] yMeNTM BUIeTh Oe3 ra3. KpoHu, XOTh 1 ObUT KyJa JIydllie MPHUCIIOCOONIEH K TaKOMY
MYTEIIECTBUIO, YeM JPYTUe, B TIOJHON TEMHOTE CTAHOBUJICS OECCUIbHBIM U O€33aIIUTHBIM.

Kprica cemenma c3aqu. [pucaxkuBaniack u kana, eciu Kporu obopaunBaiics. Kponu kunyi
B Hee KaMHeM. KameHb He Joneres, U Kpbica TOJMbKO HAKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY, CJIOBHO JOTafaiach, YTo
KaMeHb He J101eTUT. Tak oHu 1 nuti. MoXeT, 9ac, MOKeT, HEMHOTO MEHbIIIE.

W Tyt Briepeny 3a0pe3kui cBEeT. 3eNeHbld, TyCKIIbIA, CJIOBHO OTpakeHHe B TIIyOOKOW BOJE.
Kponu nomen meanenHeid. CBera B 3TUX MeCTax He JOKHO ObITh. Temepb OH Xkajesn, uTo B3sUI C
co60ii cyHay4oK. [1ob3bl OT HEro HUKAKOH, a OexaTh MemaeT. KpoHu MooXu JIaqoHb Ha PyKOSITh
HOXa, YTOOBI YCTIOKOUTHCSI, XOTsI TOHMMAJI, YTO HOX HE CIIACET ero OT KpbIC. Briepean He TObKO Joma
[TpenkoB. Tam mMoriu ocrarbest aymu [Ipeakos, a TOT, KTO BCTPETUIICS € yMepIllen AyIIOoN, HUKOTAa
He BepHercs Hazal. M KpoHu MoHsUI, Kak yIMBUTENBHO YIOTEH €r0O JJOM, U OH YK€ He UyBCTBOBA
pasapaxeHus MPOTUB rocrioxu PaTHu, kotopas 3anmiiaia [Topsaok u He xenana emy 371a. Kponu
TIOHSLJT, YTO JJTbIIIe UATH Henb3sl. Hukakoi Onbnmmoteku HeT. MHkeHep 3aMaHuII ero Cloia, MHKEHEp
oOMaHyJ ero, MHXeHep MpocTo cymaciieqmuii. B mupe Het Hudero, kpome ['opona u be3aHsi. . .

Kponu obepHycs, pa3MbIILIsis, KaK BEPHYTbCS Ha3ajl, YTOObI KpbICa B HETO HE BIIETIMIIACH.

Ho kpeica 6b11a He ogna. VX ObUIO YXe TpH, ¥ OHU Besu ce0s1 Kak 3aroHIMKH. TOIbKO B OT/IH-
Yre OT 3arOHIIMKOB OHU HE CYeTWJIMCh, He KpHUal U He OWiH B xkecTssHKU. OHu xnamu. U xoraa
Kponu cnenan HecKoIbKO OBICTPBIX IIArOB UM HABCTPEUY, HE IPOTHYJIH, a IPUCENU Ha 3aJHUE JIalbl,
rOJIble XBOCTHI X OBUTY HANIPSIKEHBI M IPUITOJHSATHI, KaK Mepe;] MPhIKKOM.

N Kponu He ocMenwics UATH Janblie. BMECTo 3TOro OH MOBEPHYJICSA U, HAKJIOHUB TOJIOBY,
YTOOBI CBETUTH (POHAPEM MO, HOTH U HE TIOCKOJIB3HYThCSI HA MOKPHIIE, TOOEKall K 3€JIEHOMY CBETY.
310 OBUIO HEPA3yMHO, HO KpoHU He B cujTax ObLT MPEOIoNeTh CTPaX M OTBpAILleHUE Tiepe]] KPhICaMH.

TyHnens 00opBascs HeoxuaAaHHO. KpoHu Ka3anock, uTo elne A0ro 6exaThb K 3eJIeHOMY CBETY,
HO cBeT 00MaHyJ ero. CeTt ObUT TyCKJIBIM. 3eJIeHbIM U3HYTPH OTCBEUMBAIA U Mepliaia cteHa. CTeHa
ObL1a 3beIeHa MUJIJTMOHAMHU XOZIOB, U 3€JIEHbIE CBETSIIMECS I'YCEHUIIBI, TEPErnon3ast Mo X0aM, BbLie-
3asi Ha TIOBEPXHOCTh CTEHBI, CKJIA/IBIBAIMCH B 00IIlee MepIIaHne, HACTOIBKO SIPKOE, UYTO B €r0 CBETE
ObLIA BUHBI IOMA HA YJMIIE U BBICOKHMI TMOTOJOK €€, CO CBUCAIOIIMMHU OTTY/A JABHO MOTYXIIMMU
pa3ouTHIMK CBETUIPHUKAMU. [10TONMOK OBUT TIOKpaIlieH KOraa-To ToayOoil KpacKou, JJOCKYThI KOTO-
POii, magasi BHU3, YCTHJIAIM 3eMJIIO, CIOBHO MaJIeHbKHE O3epa.

3neck MOkHO ObLTO 000MTHCH U 6e3 hoHaps. K Kponu BepHyock criokorictBue. Kpuich Kya-
TO MICUE3JIH, BUJHO, OCTAJIMCh B TYHHEIIE.

3Haunt, nHxkeHep Pasu Obut mipaB. Kponu noOpasics no gomos [penkos. [oma, yrmyOrieH-
HbIe B CKaJly, BBICTYIAJIM HApyXKy OOJyIUIEHHBIMH hpacajaMu. B HEKOTOpBIX OKHaX COXpPaHWJIHCH
Kycku ctekja. CTeKJI0 HeHUIOCh B ropofe 1oporo, u Kponu pemm, 4to Ha 0OpaTHOM ITyTH BO3bMET
HECKOJIbKO OCKOJIKOB: U3 HUX JIeJIaii 3epKaia.
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Kponu nonorien k 1epu OnvKaiinero U3 J0MOB U 3ariisiHya BHYTpb. Korma-To non qoma Obit
MOKPBIT TOJICTBIM CJIOEM ILJIACTHKA, HO, YXO[51, X035IeBa COPBAJIM €r0, M OCTAJIach pakaBasi MeTaJuIhye-
ckas pemetka. [lepeaHsisi koMHaTta Oblia Benmka. KpoHr HUKOrIa He MPUXOAUIOCh ObIBaTh B TAKOW
6onbI10i KoMHate. [1o cTeHe, cTapasich CKPBITHCS OT JIy4a CBEeTa, MoJ371a MOKpHLa. KpoHu 3Hau: ecu
JHOJY JKWJIH TJe-TO, TO, Kak OBl THIATeJIbHO OHU HU COOMPAJM CBOU BeIll, ye3kasl, Kak Obl HA KIJIN
Y HU Pa30psul UX XKWIMILE Bpard, B HEM BCErjia HaiayTCsl Cle[bl YeloBeYecKkoro kuibsd. U ecnu
Kponu crayikuBaicsi B CBOMX 00X0qax ¢ MECTaMHU, TJie KUJIU JIIOJIM, OH OCMAaTPUBAJI MX BHUMATEJIBHO,
MOTOMY 4TO 320BITOE WJIM HEHYKHOE MHOTO JIET Ha3a/1 MOTJIO CETrOHS I0poro crouThb. Korma-To 6110
O0JIbIIIe METAIJIOB M CTEKJIA, KOT/Ia-TO YMEJH JeJ1aTh XOPOIIINi, KPETTKUH TUIacTHK. M He eHWn 3TuX
BEIIEH.

OCTOpOKHO CTyTasi MO peleTKe, 9YToObl He MPOBATMTHCS B TIOATION, M CBETSI BpeMsI OT BpeMEHH
BHU3, KpoHU nepecek KOMHATy 1 BOIIIEN B CJISAYIOILYI0, BRIPYOJIeHHYIO B cKajie. B yriy mon pereTkoit
410-TO OnecHys10. Kponu Harnysics. ITockimanHblii pxaBoi TpyXoH, ckaimuics yepern. Korma-To 3aech
CJTyYWJICS B3PBIB, IPOJIOMUBIIIMI PELIETKY, ¥ Y€JI0BEK yIaa BHyTpb. KpoHuU oTKaTui1 yepen B CTOpOHY
U TIO/IHSLJ CTANIbHYI0 KacKy. OHa mouTH He npopxkasena. [locepeanHe ee Obul rpeOeHb C HACCUKAMU U
BIIepeH AJIMHHBIA MpsiMON Ko3bipeK. Kponu Harstmit kacky. OHa Oblia 4yTh BeJTMKA, M U3 OCTATKOB
MOZIKJIQAKU TOPYAJIM OCTpble BUHTHI. KpOHM BBITAIIMII U3 YEMOIAaHUMKA MOJIOTOK, 3arHyJl UM BUHTBI,
MOTOM TOJJIOKMUII B KACKy TPAINOK. Tak HaJeKHEu.

OH nocBeTHJ1 BHU3, HO HUYEro OOJbIlle, KpOMe FOPCTKH KOCTeW M OOPBIBKOB M3IPHI3EHHOTO
TPsAIIbsi, He yBHE. Ha BCAKMIA cTydaii OH pUce, CITyCTHII HOTY M pa3rpe® HOCKOM KOCTH U TPSIIbE.
U ne 3ps. Tam jiexan OONBIION MMUPOKUI HOX. Tako! HOX JIOJKEH CTOUTH OellieHbIX eHer. Kponu
HUKOI/Ia HE PACCTaHEeTCs ¢ TAKMM HOKOM. Ero Hajo cipsiTath B HAIEKHOM MecTe, YTOOBI He YBUIEIIH
areHTHl.

KpoHnu nmovyBcTBOBaN, 4TO B CMHY €My KTO-TO cMOTpUT. OH oOepHysics. B aBepsix crosuio
npuBHieHue. Beicokoe, romydoe, cBetsieecs Oe3nrkoe npuBuaeHre. KpoHu oxHys, motepsit paB-
HOBECHE M YyIaJl, yIapuBLIKMCh JIOKTEM O ueper. KpoHu 3Haj, 4Tto yMpeT, HOTOMY UYTO €ro OThICKaJl
OBIBIIMI XO35IMH ITyCTOTO JIOMa, 37101 JIyX, BUIETh KOTOPBII HEJb3sl.

Ho nuuero nve npousonuio. TemHo. Tuxo, ¢onapb morac. XopoIio, eciau BHKIIOYWICS, a He
pazoucs. be3 ¢oHaps He BeIOEpEIIbCs OTCIOIA.

Hora 6onena. IpuxpambiBasi, KpoHu nepecek mo pemnieTke nepegHior0 KOMHATY U BBITJISTHYJT
U3 JIBEPHOTO MpoeMa. Yiuiia Obljla BCe Tak ke OCBEIlleHa MepIiaHUeM, IPUBUICHUS] HUTJIE He ObLIO,
Ho 3aro KpoHu yBHen, 4To nomnepek y/auiibl, OTpe3asi EMy BO3BpallEHUe K TYHHEIO, B P CUeNu
Kpbicbl. KpoHu morposun um HoxoM. Kpeickl He nomeBemwiuch. O kgand. KpoHu mienkHysn
BHIKJTIOUaTesieM (poHapsi, hOHaph 3aropesics.

C motosnka copBajiach Karuisl U T'yJIKO pa3omiack o Kacky. KpoHu ctynui Ha roiyooid JJOCKYT
KpPAacKH, YIaBILIU C MOTOJIKA YJIULBI, TTOCKOJIB3HYJICA, YAEP/KAJICS Ha HOrax M IMOUIEN Jajbllie BIOMIb
pszia MyCTHIX JIOMOB, IJISIIEBIIMX HAa HETO YEPHBIMU JbIPaMU JIBEPHBIX IIpoeMoB. Ero noruan tonot
HoxeK. KpoHu ycriesn ojaocHyTh JIydoM CBETa U YBUJEJ, YTO O/IHA U3 KPBIC METHYJIACh K HEMY, CJIOBHO
ee TOCJIaJi BIiepe]] CIyTHYTb €ro, 3aCTaBUTh NoOeskKaTh TyJa, KyJa ero rHana cras. Kponu B3maxnyin
HOXOM, Y KpbICa OTCKOUMJIA.

KpbIcbl BHOBB ycennch B psll.

Ho kak TosipKO OH ABUHYJICS BIIEpes, cpa3y TpU KUHYJIUCH BCJIE], U, 3Hasl YK€ O CMEPTOHOCHOM
CUJIe HOXa, OHM He MpHOImkaiuch K KpoHu, a ckanmmm 3yObl, MPbITaid COBCEM PsiIOM, YBEPThIBA-
JICh OT B3MAaXOB JIE3BUsI M Yepe3 MUHYTY WU JIBe JOOMIUCh cBoero — Kponu 6pocuiicst 6exarb. OH
Besies cede, MpUKa3biBal He OexkaTh, IOTOMY YTO MMEHHO 3TOrO XOTENIM OT Hero Kpbickl. Ho HOrm
Oexanu camu, ¥ eMy IMpUILIOCh CIyIIaThcs UX, YTOOBl He yracTb. CyHay4dok Omi 1o OOKy, Kacka
cTaJia TSDKEJION M cheXasia HaOOK, OalliMaky CKOJIb3KJTH TIO TOTyOBIM JIOCKyTaM. .. OfiHa U3 KPBIC BIie-
MUJIACh B HOTY U Cpa3y OTIpbIrHy/1a. OHa JIMIb OATOHsIIa €ro.
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U TyT Kponu noHsi1, Kyaa ero raHajia cras. Briepeau, mornepek y3Koro rmpoxoja, Kyzia oH 3ade-
KaJ1, LeTbio cujieny Oenbie Kpbichl. Takue ke, Kak ero mpeciieloBaTesn. 3aroHImuKu JOOUIUCh CBO-
ero...

TpyO6aps ornsaencs. C3aau ObuUT BXO B oM. KpoHM NOIHSJICS HA IBE KAMEHHBIE CTYIIEHbKY U
ocTaHoBWJICS B rpoeme. Eciii Ha Hero He HamaayT c3aiu, OH CMOKET OTOUBAThCS.

U TyT KpBICH OpOCKIIHCH HA HETo Beew craeir. OHU, BUIHO, ObLITHM O3JI00JICHBI OTTOTO, YTO OH HE
ToTasics B JIOBYIKY. OHU MPBITAIA HA HETO, KaK MayKH-OXOTHUKH, U OH PyOWJT He IS, He oOpaias
BHUMAaHUS Ha TO, KAK OHU KYyCalOT €ro, PBYT OJIEKIY, BRIXBATHIBAIOT KJIOUbsI M3 KYPTKU. HO Kaskabiii
TOJTYOK, KQXK/IbI HOBBIM HATUCK CTau 3acTaBiis1 KpoHM OTCTymaTh Ha 1iar, YTo0bl KPBICH HE YCIIen
3a0exarh C3aIu.

Kponu mo3Bonmt cedbe KuHYTh B3I Ha3aa. Kopumop ObUT IOCTATOYHO y30K, TIO HEMY MOKHO
OBbLJIO OTCTYIIATh, HE OIAcasiCh, YTO KPBICH TeOs1 OKpyXkaT. I OH cTai mATUTHCS.

CriuHa ero ynepnach Bo uTo-To TBeproe. CBoOOmIHOM pykoil KpoHu orymnan cTeHKy, ele He
MOHUMAs, YTO OHA — KOHeIl BCceM ero HajexaaMm. CteHa Oblla CJI0KeHa U3 HEPOBHBIX KAMHEH U yXO-
auia Beepx. Torma KpoHu cHOBa GpocHIICs Ha KPBIC.

Onu ObLTM TOTOBHI K €ro aTake. JlaBst ApyT OpyXkKYy, UM U CKaJISICh, KPBICHI OBICTPO OTKATH-
JIMCh BIITyOb KOPUIOpa, HO, Korja KpoHu BepHYJICS K 3aBajly, TYT e OPOCHUIINCH BIIepe/.

WM oBnazienio Tynoe otyasiHue, KOTja XO4eTcsl TOJIBKO OJTHOTO — CEeCTh, 3aKPhITh IJ1a3a, a TaM
Oynp uto Oyaet. U cras omryTuia, 4To MPOTUBHUK CHAL. ..

Ho Tyt KpoHu coobpaszuii, 4to He CMOXKET CeCTh, KPBICHI BCE PaBHO He JaayT IMepeaoxHyTh. U
CTpeMJIeHHe IOOUTHCS Y KPbIC TIPaBa MPUCECTh, OTAOXHYTh, ISl Yero Ha0 ObLJIO PACIIBLIPATH CTAo,
ucryrars ee, npuaano Kponn oruasHuyio cuny. OH pyOw1, TONTAN, paciiBEIPUBA KPHIC HOTAMH —
OH HE MOT MCITyTaTh UX — KPBICHI B CTae JIMIIEHBI CTPaxa, HO BRIPOCIIIMI MeXk]ly HUM M CTaei Oapbep
M3 MEPTBHIX TeJT Ha KaKyl0-TO MUHYTY 3aMeTiIT HacTyruieHue. Torga Kponu oOepHyscs K cTeHe U
CTaJI UCKaTh B He 1miesb. OH OUJT M0 KaMHSM, TOJIKAT UX W BIPYT MOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO OJHA U3 IJIHIO
TMO/ITAETCS, KPEHUTCs, TIPOBATMBACTCS BHYTPh. A KOTJIa, CKOJIB3 IO TJIbI0aM IMOIOIIBAMU, HETUTSASACH
OfIeXkI0M, OTOMBASICh OT BHOBb PUHYBIITMXCS HA HETO KPBIC, OH MOATSIHYJICS, TO MPOBAJIMJICS B CIIETy-
foiee nomerienre. OH MOYTH He IOYyBCTBOBAJT yIapa O KAMEHHBIH 1071, XOTENIOCh JIeKaTh U He IBU-
ratbes. .. Kak Oynro B monmycHe, KpoHu BcTast, Halmapu1 pykamu 7610y, BRIBAIMBIIYIOCS U3 3aBajia,
TIO/THSUT €€ U 3aTOJIKAJT B YePHOE OTBEPCTHE.

A TIOTOM OH OMYCTHWJICS Ha TIOJ, BHITSIHYJI HOTH 1 3a0bics. HeBbIKTIOUeHHBIN (DOHAPH CBETHII
BBEpPX, BBICBEUMBAJT HAJ] TOJIOBOM JKeJThIA Kpyr. VI, MOXKeT, N3-3a TOro, UTO IJ1a3a OIIYIIaIN 3TOT CBET
CKBO3b COMKHYTbIC BeKH, KpOoHU 4yquIIoCh, UTO OH UET IO JPYroMy, CBETIOMY, TeIJIOMY TOPOLY,
HaJl KOTOPBIM BCETIa TOPUT SIPKUIA OTOHb.

Kponu otkpsun rmasza. OH yBUIEN 3010TOM KPYT HAJ] TOJI0OBOM M CHayaJla He MOT TIOHSITh, [I0YEMY
HaJl HUM CTOJIbKO 30J10Ta. OH MOMBITAJICS TOBEPHYTD FOJIOBY, U KPYT METHYJICSI B CTOPOHY, CKOJIB3HYI,
BBITSIHYBIINCH 110 CTeHe, U KpoHu cpa3y Bce BCIOMHUIL

On npucnymiancs. CHagasia 661 IOPOX, MOMMCKUBAHKE — IIOPOX ObLT TIOHSTEH U yTEIINUTE ICH.
KpbIch He MOTTIM OTKa3aThCsl OT JOOBIYM M CKpeOIUCh B KAMEHHYIO rperpaay. [ToTom oH ycibiman
B3710X. CoBceM psimoM. Kponu 3amep. Kakoe ertie uynosuiiie nojacreperaet ero B temHote? U mouemy
OHO He OpocuIIoch A0 cux rop? KpoHu mpoBen pykamu Mo X0JIoAHOMY 1ofy. [asbiisl HATONKHYIUChH
Ha TJIA/IKYI0 IOBEPXHOCTS Jie3BHsl. Kponu Hamynan pykosaTs. Tak Obi1o HanesxHee. [Totom nonrsiHyot
JIOKTH U NIPUIIOAHSI rojyioBy. Jlyd cBera ynepcsi B gaibHIo0 creHy. Kponu cen. Torna oH yBunen
Kyuy TpsIbs B YIIIy KaMeHHOTro Meika. Kyda meBenpHysace, 3amMepia, 1 CHOBa pa3falics JUIMHHbIM,
MIPEPHIBUCTHIA B310X. KpOHM BCTasm Ha 4eTBEepeHbKU U, Aepika HOX mepen coOOH, Mpuonm3uics K
Kyue TPSIbs.

W3 TpsAnok BHIMIsAbIBAIA YaCTh JIMIIA — CEPbIE BOJIOCHI, OCTPbIN, OYITO BBHIMUJICHHBINA U3 MeJla
Hoc. [Iporaysio roiny0oe BeKo, ¥ OTKPBUICS ONECTSIIHMA, TopsTunid, 0e3yMHBIH T1a3. Xyaasi, IposKariast
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PYyKa MPHUIOAHSIACH B OOOPOHUTEIBHOM KecTe, JAJMHHbIE HOI'TH HEIWINCh B uio Kponu, HO pyka
Obl1a OeccribHA U ynasia, OyATO pacTasijia B BETXON pBaHM.

OTKpBUICS POT, 0e33yOBIll M YepHbId. YeTOBeK XOTeNl CKa3aTh YTO-TO, HO TIONYYWJICS JIUIIb
xpurn. Y Kponu He cpa3y pa3oOpai cioBa:

— Viiou. .. conpgar. ..

— 4 "e conpar, — ckazan Kponu. — 4 TpyOapb.

— Tpy0aps. .. — npoxpuren yenoBek. — [TUTh. ..

Kponu nons, yto u cam xoueT nuth. CMEPTENILHO XOUETCS MUTh.

— I'ne 3mech Boa? — CripocuiI OH.

— Janplte, TaMm. ..

UYesioBek cMOT TOKa3aTh I1a3aMH BITyOb KOMHATHl. KpOHM MOAHSIICS C KOJIEH U, IepXkach 3a
CTEHY, IOLLeJI, I0Ka He YCJIBIIA KypYaHUe TOHKOW CTPYHMKM BOIBI, TEKylled B TpemuHe. Kponu
TIOJICTABUJI KACKY M JIOJITO KA, TIOKa Ha THe HaOepeTcsl HEMHOTO BOJIBI, U TYT ke BHIMUI ee. [Totom
CHOBA MOJCTaBWI KACKy MOJ CTPYHKY U CTaJl AyMaTh. 3/1€Ch KUBET YEJIOBEK. JTO CTPAHHO, IOTOMY
YTO YEJIOBEK HE MOXKET KUTh B ITUX MECTaX.

Yenosek xaan Kponu. CeeT hoHapst OTpa3uics B €ro 3pavykax.

— Bor, npunec, — ckazan KpoHu, 4ToObl pa3orHaTh TUIIMHY.

OH HaKJIOHWJICS Y TIPUIIOHSLI JIETKYIO0, TOPSIUYIo ToJoBYy yesnoBeka. Tot mui goiro. Boaa cre-
KaJjia U3 yrioB ry0, 1 KpoHu nmogymait, 4to JUib Majiasi 4acTh BOIBI MOMAJaeT YeloBeKy B ropio. Ho
MHOTI'O OH BBIITUTH U HEe Mor. YesioBeK 3aKpbll I1a3a, yCTall, rojioBa €ro BsJI0 OTKUHY/Ach, U KpoHu
UCIIyTaJICSl, YTO OH YMeEp.

— INoroau, — cka3an oH, OyATO XOTeJl OCTAHOBHUTH €ro, yAepXkaTb, YTOOBI HE YXOOUI BO MPAK,
13 KOTOPOTO HUKTO HE BO3BpAILAETCsl.

— 41 3nech, — cka3ail 4eJoBeK HEOXKHUJAHHO SICHBIM U TBEPABIM rosIocoM. — 1 gaBHO He nuil. S
HE 3Hal0, Korja s MuJl.

N3-nox COMKHYTBIX BEK BBIKATHJIMCh MAJIEHBKUE CJIE3bl, U MOKPBIE TOPOKKHU MPOTSAHYIUCH JO
BIIQ/IVH IIIEK.

— Thl, HABEpHO, TOJIOJEH, — cKa3al KpoHu. — Y MeHs ecTb efa.

— Cnacu60, — cka3aJ 4eJioBeK, He OTKpbiBas I71a3. — MHe yxe He HyxkHo. ] ycran. 51 ymep.

— Te1 kuBOM1, — cka3asn KpoHu u TyT ke MOHS CBOIO HellpaBay. KoHeuHo, 4yesoBek yxe nepe-
CTYINWJI IPaHb, 32 KOTOPOW HET KU3HU.

— 41 cyactuB, — noBTOpMII yesioBek. — S Hanwiics. Y Hanuics u3 pyk yenoBeka. Thl He MOM-
Melllb, KaK CTPAIIHO YMEPETh OTHOMY M 3HATh, YTO OHU 00SI3aTeNIbHO J00epyTCs A0 TeOsl. ..

— Tl cabian, kak s npuien cioga? — crpocus Kponu.

— Ma. TonbKo A HE 3HAJI, YTO 3TO 4YEJIOBEK. S Qymas, 4To OHM IPOPBAIMUCH. S KJaJl, 4TO OHU
HarnaayT.

— $1 naBHO npumen? — cnpocun KpoHu, 60sich, YTO B OTBET YCIBIIINUT «TPU JHS».

— HepaBHo, — cka3ai yenoBek. — Tol Jiexkall MUHYT JECATD.

— MHe cHuics coH, — cka3an Kponu. — MHe CHUJIOCh, TO 1 Halllesl APYroi ropo.

— Hpyroro ropoga Het. §I Toxe MeuTas o0 ropojie, B KOTOPOM He Halo APOkKaTh U KJaTb CMEPTH.

— Tel ymaenpb, 4TO Halll TOPOJL OMH Ha cBeTe?

— Ha, — ckazan dyenoBek yoexaeHHo. — Hai ropon ongus. A niporen go camoii be3anel. 4 Bupgen,
KaK IUIAIIYT NpUBUIAEHUS, U Bujen benoro [layka. §1 3Haio yepBeil, KOTOpbIE MPOKUIalOT CTEHBI, U
3Ha10 myTh K OruenHomy O3epy. Ho ropona Her.

— ToI 3Haemb myTh K OnOMMOTEKE? — cripocu Kponu. OH XOTes CnpocuTh MyTh OOpaTHO, K
JOASIM, TI0 KOTOPOMY MOKHO MPOKTH, He BCTpeTuB Kpbic. Ho cripocui nmpo GubnmoTexy.

— Jlaii MHe e11ie BOJbl, — CKa3aJl YeJI0BEK. — Y MEHs BCe BHYTPU T'OPUT.

Kponu nozHec k ero rydam kacky. Yenosek nui gonro, 1 KpoHu Toxe 3axX0Tesnoch MUTh.
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— bubmmoteka — 3T0 MecTo, Tjie JieXkaT cTapble KHUTH, — cKa3ail Kponn. — B kHurax ckazaHo
o I'opone Haepxy.

— Komy HyXHBI KHUTH? — CKa3aJl YesloBeK U 3amomyait. TurmHa Obiia 1onroid, u Kporu cHoBa
YCIIBIIAT, KaK 32 CTEHKOM I1apamnatotcst KpbIchl. [1IoToM uyenioBek cripocrit: — Thl UITielib MyTh K OU0-
avoreke?

— Ja.

— 3auem tebe kauru? Tol TpyOaps. Tol HE yumICcs.

Kponn He yunscs. I'ong on nposen B nogmactepbsix. OH HEMHOTO yMes YUTaTh, pazOupascs
B CXeMax MOJ3EMHBIX MEPEeXOIOB U 3HAJ POBHO CTONBKO, CKOJIBKO HYXHO, YTOOBI CTaTh XOPOIINM
TpyOapem. [ToTom, 3a Tof1bl padOThI, OH BBIYUMJICS CIIBIIIATH TPYOBI M y3HAT O TOM, KaK JIEKTPUIECTBO
uzIeT 1o KabesisiM OT CTaHIMU K TOPOJy.

— A 8 yunsics, — CKa3aJl YesIoBEK M CHOBA 3aMOTYall, eMy C KaKIOW MUHYTOH TpyJaHee ObLIO
TOBOPUTDb. — KHUIH. .. UX YUTAIOT KPBICHL.

YenoBek 3acmesiiics, 3a0y/bKall, IbIXaHUe MPepBajioch, U TYT ke, CIOBHO 0O0sICh HE YCIIeTb, OH
3aroBOpuII OBICTPO U HACTOUYHBO:

— 4 6bu1 unkenepom. 1 Hapymn Iopsimok. A mo6un nous rocnoguna Crnena. Mokpuia
BBICTIEIUIT Hac. MeHs HOoJKHbI ObLH OTAaTh besnne. .. 1 kum 31aech, 1 Bce BUIE, s 3HAIO, T/Ie KUIIs-
1iee 03epo. ..

OH BApyT NPUTIOTHSUT TOJIOBY U CITIPOCKJI TPOMKO U CTPOTO:

— Kak ona xuBer? Kak 310poBbe yBaxaemoil 10Hoi1 rocrioxu ['eppl Crien? OHa cuactiusa?

KpoHnu He ycrien nogxBaTUTh YesI0BeKa, ¥ rojioBa ero ryyiko, CJIOBHO ITycTasi, yJapuiach O TOH-
KW cJI0W TpAIbs. KpoHU MOHsI, 4TO YeJIOBEK ceiuac yMmper.

— Kak npoiitu k 6ubmmoteke? — HaKJIOHWICSA OH K Hemy. [pimut? dpimut mu eme? — Kak
MPOUTH K OnoInoTeKe?

['yObI yenoBeKa 1IeBeIbHYIINC:

— Vinu K IpUBUICHUSIM. .. U/IM JTAJTBINIE, 32 JIBEPb. ..

U Bce.

Kpbichl ckpednuch B 3aBasl. YenoBek Kui 31ech 0e3 CBeTa, Kpajcsi 0 KOpUAopam, MpsTasics,
6osuics, XxoTen kuTh. CMepTh 1J1a K HEMY, ¥ OH He 3HAJI, KyJa AeThCsl OT CMEPTH.

Kponu pasrped Tpsrbe 1 Hallynaa Ha TPpyIy YeIoBeKa jKele3Ky — OMO3HABATENIbHBIN 3HAK, C
ero HoMepoMm 1 nMeHeM. Korja 4enoBek ymupaeT, ¢ Hero CHUMaAIoT 3HaK. Tak mpuHsATo. TpyOapb
CYHYJ 3HaK B KapMaH. [IoTOM MOCBEeTHII 1O yIJIlaM KOMHATHI — YePenKH, Kyuyka KaMHeH, CII0KEHHBIX
KPYI'OM M Y€pHBIX U3HYTPH, HABEPHO, OUar, JKeJIe3HbII ITHIPb — opyx)ue. KpoHu yBuaen cBoii CyH-
ay4dok. OH coBceM 3a0BUT O HEM, a yBUJIEB, 00OpaloBaJics, Kak crapomy 3Hakomomy. Kponu mpose-
PUJI, HAJIEKHO JIU AEPXKUTCS TIIBIOA, — HE XOTeJ, YTOOBI KPBICH JOOPAJIKCh 0 TOTo uesioBeka. U yien
HE OIVISIABIBASICh.

3a pyueiikom, rae Kponn Habupan Bomy, OH HATOJNKHYJICA Ha JaBepb. OH cHavama Jaxe He
TIOHS1T, YTO ABEPb CcTasbHast. Hao ObUIO CTyuuThCS Yy, 9TOOBI KTO-TO 3a0bL1, YXO/S OTCIONA, TBEPh
13 HACTOSIIEH CTaH.

3a 1Bepbio ObUIO MyCTO. B JIUIIO UyTh TSHYIO XOJIOOHBIM BO3LyXOM, U KpoHU MOHsLI, YTO BIle-
peau GOMBIIoe OTKPHITOE TIPOCTPAHCTBO.

...210 0BT cTpanHbIii 3a1. Takoro Kponn Hukoraa ve Buaen. OH ObUT BHICOK, M TPH CTEHBI €10
ObLIN ITIAAKUMH, CIIOBHO OTIIOJIMPOBAHHBIMU. A YETBEPTYIO 3aHUMAT OJIECTSIIHIA, HE TIOTYCKHEBIIHIA
OT BpeMEHH IIUT. B 1muTe 610 MHOTO OTBEPCTHIA, TaM KOT/1a-TO HAXOAMJIUCH MTPUOOPHI, MEXaHU3MBI,
Y BCE 3TO OBUIO BBIHYTO, BBIIEPHYTO, BHIXBAYEHO, BBIPE3aHO, OTOBCIONY TOPYAIM KOHIIBI POBOJIOB,
THYTHIE CTEPKHU — KOTIJIa YXOIWJIM OTCIONA, TO HEe 3a00TUIIUCh O YMCTOTE U TIOPsIJIKE — XBaTaJli, CBa-
JIMBAJM Ha TeJeXKH U yBo3wiu. VI KpoHU 3HaJI, YTO YyBO3WJIM Ha TeJIekKKax, MOTOMY YTO OfiHA, Yy
KOTOPOH OTJIOMHJIOCH KOJIECO, CTOsIa HETTOAAJIeKy OT IIUTA, ¥ Ha Hell ObLIM HaBaJIeHbI KPYTJIble TIPH-
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OOpHI CO CTpesKamMu U LudpaMu, ONecTsIye YK 1 KOPOOKH, CTEKJITHHbIE TPYOKH, MOTKH pa3-
HOIIBETHBIX IPOBOJIOB M JIAMITHI.

Takoe GorarctBo notpsicino Kponu. Kaxnas meranmmueckass KOpoOoUKa, eciiv BHIOPOCUTD U3
Hee HAYMHKY, CTOUT OoJibine, ueM KpoHu 3apadateiBaet 3a mecsil. [Ipyrum Beram KpoHu pocto He
NPEICTABIISI IIEHHI. . . MI3-1101 rpy/ibl PHOOPOB BHIIISIBIBAN yrojl MaTeprn. KpoHu MOTsAHY.T Ha cebsl.
Martepust OblTa TOHKOM, KaK MayTHHA, MSATKOW M YIUBUTEILHO KPenKou. 2KaJib, 4TO KYCOK HEBEJUK.
KpoHu pacKpbT CYHIY4OK U MOJIOKII CIIOKEHHYIO TKaHb BHYTPb. [10TOM He yziepxkascs u nogoopat
HECKOJIbKO KOpPOOOYEK ¢ TOpYAIIMMH U3 HUX TpoBogaMu. OCTaBUII CYHIYUOK, 3aIIsIHYN B TEIEKKY.
W TyT ero nocTuriio pazoyapoBaHye YeioBeKa, KOTOPBIA TOJIBKO YTO CHITHO, HO IIPOCTO, O€3 MpeTeH-
3Uil T00OEHA U eMy HEeCyT Ha CTOJ IpoMaiHOe OJIIOZIO C JJAKOMCTBaMH. TKaHU B TeJIEKKe OKa3ascs
1esbliA pyJoH. Tam ObUT U SIIIUK ¢ MHCTPYMEHTaMU, TOHKMMU, KaK y 3yOHOTO Bpaya, TaM ObLTH MOTKH
MIPOBOJIOKHM B MSTKOM M3OJAIMU... KPOHU BBHITPSIXHYJ U3 CYHIYYKa CBOE T0OpO, OTMOTAI JIOKTEH
AecsITh TKAHU M OTpe3aj HOKOM. Brichinan uHcTpyMeHTh. OH Kual B CyHIYYOK BEIIH, CTapasiCh,
YTOOBI OHU OBUTM HEBEJIMKU, HOBHI 1 OniecTesi. CyHIyYOK He 3aKpbiBaJicsl. KpoHu BEIOpachiBas Belu
OTTY/Ia ¥ PACCOBBIBAJI 10 KapMaHam. EMy TpyznHO ObUI0 0TOpBaThCs, TpyAHO YTH. OH 320b11 0 6UO-
JMoTeKe, 3a0bLT O TOM, Kak OyJeT Bo3BpamiaThcst HaBepX. OH «0OXupascs» OIecTAIIMU BeIaMH.

...Kponu nepeBen nyx. Emy nose3no. On Gorar Ha Bcio xu3Hb. OH MOT 3a0BITh O JPYroM
ropoje 1 OudIMOTEKe, IIOTOMY UTO OOraTOMy UYeJIOBeKY He HY)KHO MEUTaTh O TOM, Yero HeT...

[TpuBHaeHME CTOSIIO PSAIOM U CMOTPEJIO Ha TO, Kak O0raThlii TpyOaph pacCoOBBIBAET TOOBITY TIO
KapMaHam. [IpuBreHre He yrpoxkaso emMy, HO CAEJaso TO, Yero OT MPUBHUICHUsI HUKAK Hellb3sl ObUIO
oxuaath. OHO HAKJIOHWJIOCH 1 MOA00paIo ¢ rosia 00poHeHHBIN KpoHu Kycok karm. Camoit OOBIKHO-
BEHHOM Kallli, KOTOPYIO BapsAT U3 IJIECEHH U JIMINAMHUKOB 1 I00ABJISIOT 17151 BKYCa MEJIKUX OPEIKOB,
pacTymux Ha creHkax. [IpuBuaeHre KpyTUIO KYCOK Kalllv, OOHIOXMBAJIO €ro. Y MPUBHUICHUs ObLIH
PYKH, HE TIOXOKKE Ha PyKH JoJel, rojioBa 6e3 a3 u pra. Pot packpeiBasicst Ha rpyau, 1 KpoHu ObLt
notpsiceH. [IpuBuaenue eno ero kamty. [IpuBuieHre MOIIIO €CTh, M 3TO O3HAYAJIO, YTO CBETSIIUICS
CTOJIO, O3HAYAIOIINI BEPHYIO CMEPTb JJIs1 TOTO, KTO YBUIMT €ro, He ObUT TyXOM. [lyXy HE MOTYT €CTb.

TpyOaps BCIOMHMII O MOC/IEIHUX CIIOBaX YMHUPAIOIIETo YeoBeKa, KOTopele cuen Openom. ToT
ckazan: «Mau Kk npuBUIEHUSAM .

N Kponu cripocut Torga:

— I'me 6uGnmmnoreka?

[TpuBMIeHMe cTaNo OTCTYNATh M MOJIOKMIO HA KAMEHb OCTAaTOK Kaily, OyJTO ONMOMHHJIOCH U
uciyranock. KpoHu rnogymait, 4to OHO IOJKHO MOHUMATD SI3bIK JIIOJIEH.

— Emb, MHe He xaiiko, — noBropus1 Kponu. OH He cran nogaumarbesi. OH cuesn Ha KOpTouKax,
Y PYKHU OIVIA)KMBAJIM KapMaHbl, HAOMTBIE OapaxJioM.

W Ttorma mpuBMaeHME crenano mar oOpaTtHO, MOIOOpao OCTATOK Kalllvd, ¥ KOMOK HCYe3 B
OTKPBIBILICHCS B Ipyau Jbipe. KpoHM MOT MOKJISICTBCS, UTO TOJIBKO YTO POT IIPUBUJICHUS ObLIT COBCEM
B npyrom mecte. [1saau Ha nBe Huke. Ho cnocOOHOCTD uesioBeKa yAMBISTHCS TOXKE MMEET Mpeed.
[TpuBHIeHME, KOTOPOE CITyHIAeTCsl YeI0BEKa, YKe He MOTpsICcaIo.

— 4 TeGe eme nam, — ckazan Kponu, He oBepsist MPUBUACHUIO U KeJiasi 33100puTh ero. Moxer,
9TO BCE-TaKM JIOBYIIKA? MOXeT, OHO TIPUCTABJICHO K STUM BelllaM, YTOObI OXPaHSATh UX?

— Jlopory k OMOIMOTEKe MOKa3aTh MOXKEIIIh?

[MpuBunenue nouswno. [orbuio mepen KpoHu, KOTOpHI MOI00paI CyHIy4OK, HOX M TOIIEN
caegom. B myde poHapst mpuBHICHUE Ka3aJI0Ch COBCEM OJieqHbIM, OyATO ceslaHHbIM U3 napa. Hor y
Hero He Obu10. Hudero y Hero He ObLJ10, UTO MOJTOKEHO MMETh HOpMaJIbHOMY 4esioBeKy. Ho kairy oHo
eno. Kponu Hamynan B kapmane eine Kycok. [Tomymain: otnam. OHE, HaBepHOE, Kallly PeIKO BUJST.

OnHu cHOBa yIITyOMIIMCh B KOPUIIOP, TIO MOTOJIKY KOTOPOTO TSIHYJIACh MTPOBOJIOKA, a TIOJ] HOTaMH
ceknuu TpyO. CyHAydoK oTTsiruBail pyKy. Kponu Haxmypuics. Tombko 4to gyman o0 OqHOM — Bep-
HYTbCSI CKOper JOMOM, cTath OoraTbiM. U BOT y’ke CHOBa HIET K OMOIMOTEKe, XOTS C KaXJbIM IIaroMm,
C KaXJO0l MUHYTOW BO3BpaIlleHHe CTaHOBUTCS Oonee onacHbM. Cranachk eMmy 3ta 6ubmoreka! He
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HY)XHa oHa HHKoMY. KpoHu pyrain ceOsi, yroBapuBaj, a caM MOCTYIIHO IIeT 32 CTOIOOM Toiy0oro
IbIMa, OITYCKAsICh BCe ITyOxe, BHYTPb TOPOACKMX No3eMenid, Bce Omke Kk OrnenHon besnne. «Her,
U3 TaKUX, KaK Tbl, KpoHM, — YCIIBIIIIAT OH TOJIOC CTApIIEro MacTepa, — U3 TAKUX, KaK Thbl, UHKEHEPOB
He nosy4vaercs. Her B TBoeM MO3ry K 3TOMY YCTOMYMBOCTH».

Onu crostmu B Tynuke. [Tog Horamu nost U3 KBaJIpaTHBIX TUIAT.

— Kyna 1ol npuBen mMeHs? — ucnyraics Kponu.

[TpuBHMIEHNE CHEKUIOCH B IIAP, OMYCTHUIIOCH HAJl OHUM U3 KBaJIpaTOB.

Kponu nopommen noomxe. [IpuBuaenne oroasunysiock. Inuta oTo3Banack oy HOroi ryJjko.
Tam ObLIO TIyCTO.

— Ionsn, — ckazan Kponu. YyTh ObIIO He JOOABII «TIOAEPKH CYHIYUOK>. [lombITasncs CyHyTh
MAJTBLIBI B eI MEXIY IUTUTAMH, HO I1eJTh OblIa y3Koit. — [Tasnky Obl, — ckazan Kponu npuBuaeHHIo.

OHoO He ABUHYJIOCH C MecTa.

KpoHu BCOMHWMII, 4TO KaKMe-TO CTeP)KHU BAISUIMCh B TIOCJEHEM KOPUAOPE, KOTOPHIM OHH
clofa IUIH.

— 4 celiyac, — cka3aJj OH.

OH cyHyJ1 cTepKeHb B IIeJIb, U IUTMTA TIOIANIACh MOYTH cpasy. KpoHu n3imoBumiics, MOIXBaTUI
ee 3a Kpail 1 OTKUHYJL.

— 3mech rydoko? — cipocuit Kporu.

OH U He K JaJ1 OTBETA, Jier Ha Kpail. JIyd noctur qHa. I3HYTpU Besijio CyXUM TEIIOM, O KOTOPOM
TaK MeuTaelllb, BEpHYBIIHCH C padboThl. [Ton Ob1 Heganeko. OOBIYHBIN 3Tk, JOKTEH aecsThb. [1pu-
BUJIEHUE CKOJIb3HYJIO PSOM, TPOBAJIMIIOCH BHU3 M OTOLUIO OT ABIPHL. JIUIIb 10 ronyoomy oTOnecKy
Kponu Mor yragars, 4To OHO €ro MoaKuaaeT.

Kponwu crippiraysn Bau3. [lon 601bpHO yaapui o nsaTkam. JIyd MeTHysIcs o cTeHaM KOpUAopa.
Kaxoro 3a ceropusiunii nens? [1oa ObUT TEIUIBIM.

[TpuBuIeHue yxke ABUHYJIOCH IO KOPUIOPY, U TYT ke KpoHU czenan eie oqHO yAUBUTEIbHOE
OTKpbITHE. Bosiee yauBuTebHOE, YeM BCTpeva C MPUBUICHUEM WM CIIACEHHE OT CTau KPBIC.

CTeHbl KOpuiopa HEC/IU Cle/ibl OTHS, OYATO KTO-TO MPOOEkKasl Mo HUM C TOPSIIIUM JABIMHBIM
(akesniom B pyke. Ho B ocTaibHOM 37€Ch BCE OCTABAIOCh TAKWUM, KaK €C/v Obl JIIOAW YIIUT OTCIOAA
TOJIBKO BYepa. 31ech ObUIO CyXO M BCE COXPAHMIIOCH. M MIaCTUK Ha CTEHaX, U IJIACTUKOBBIN KOBEp
10/l HOTaMH, U JJBEpH, HACTOSIIIME JBEPU Pa3HBIX IIBETOB, OOJBIIME M MaJieHbKHE, W JIaMIIbl MO
TMIOTOJIKOM, 3aKPbIThIE CTEKJISTHHBIMU KoJnakamMu. CyHIy4OK, KOTOPBIH TOJIBKO YTO ObUT COKPOBHILIEM,
cpa3y nmoTepsi IieHHOCTh. Hazio 610 Oeskarh 0TCiofa, Hago ObLIO JOTOBOPUTHCS C HYKHBIMU JTIObMU
— YCTPOWTH CIofa TIOXO[, TPUYYUTh MPUBUACHUIA, YTOOBI OTTOHSIA Kpbic. OHM modAT Karry? Pagu
Pena, onu nosyyar cTosbKo Kaiu, 4to 000k pyTes eo. M Kponu Oyner kuTh He B KaMOpPKe HIKHETO
roposa, y Hero OyzeT oM Ha BepxHeM ypoBHe. Cam rocriofuH aupektop Kanrap Oyznet kiaHsTbes eMy
¥ TIO30BET B CBOM JIMUHbIN TU(PT. KpoHu Oyaet o0beaThest CIagKUuMU TpuOaMu M )KEHUTCS HA KaKOH-
HUOY/Ib TTPEKPACHOU I0HOW OJIArOpPOTHON JIEBYITIKE, M HUKTO HE TIOCMEET €rO BHITHATh WM Ka3HUTb.
locnioxxa PatHu OyaeT BBIXOOWTH YTPOM U3 CBOETO JIOMHUKA U KJIaHAThCs rocnioguHy Kponu u cama
OyleT mpuIJIalaTh ero KyrnaTbcsi B KBapTasibHOM Oacceiine. .. Tyt Kponu noguBuics Tomy, Kak IIIyro
Openert ero Mbicib. Benb ecii y Hero OyzeT oM HaBepXy, Ha YPOBHE UMCTBIX, 3a4eM eMy KyIaThCsl B
KBapTAJILHOM OacceiiHe U BCTpeuarhCsi Mo yTpam ¢ rocniokoil Paran? OH 3a0yner o ee HUYTOKHOM
cymiecTBoBaHuu. Benp, roBopsr, cam Kanrap koraa-to 6sut 6eieH. U oterr ero padotan Ha padpuke.
Kasnrap crosi1 Bo 171aBe maiku, KoTopasi BOpoBasia MeJlb C pyAHUKA. .. XOTs, HABEPHO, TO JIOKb. DTO
U3 3aBHUCTU roBopuin Tpydapu. ['ocriogun Kanrap poauscs Ha ypoBHe yncThiX. [lormsienu Obl BbI
Ha ero pyku. A MOXeT, CKOpo OyayT Takxke roBopuTb u o Kponu: «Ilornsaure Ha ero pyku, passe
OH KOT/1a-HUOY/Ib MOT OBITh TpyOapem?»

Kponwu mien, meuran, HO B ITyOMHE IyIIM 3HAJ, YTO HUKOIZIA HE CTaHeT YucThiM. [1naH ero
ObLT HEBBITIOJITHUM — €My HHMKOTrJa He 0OMaHyTh KyJuKkoB. IM Bce u nocranetcs. K Tomy xe oH He
ObLT yBEpEeH, 4To Xo4eT ObITh rocrionuHoM Kanrapom u sxuth B 1oMe rocnioguHa Kanrapa. Benukas
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TaiiHa, oBnajeBmas KpoHu, ckazouHas 10 Havaga MyTeIIeCTBUS, ceiiuac yxe Obla KyJa peajbHee 1
Ba)kHEe, YeM BCe CTaphble, MMOJIOMaHHbIe COKPOBHIIIA, JIekKaBIIMe B 3TUX Kopuaopax. COKpoBuIIl ObUIO
CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO. KpoHHM Mor J1erko oco3Hath CBoe 00rarcTBo, roka OHO yMelIaaoch B cyHayuke. Ho
Takoe OOraTcTso...

W Kponu He crain 3arisasiBaTh B KOMHATHL M B OOKOBbIE KOpUOpsl. OH crienm 3a ToayObM
cronbom. TOT ABUTAJICA YBEPEHHO MUMO OTKPBITHIX M MIPUTBOPEHHBIX ABEpEl, MUMO OPOIIEHHBIX
KaCOK M MOPThep, COTKAHHBIX M3 ONECTAIIMX TKaHEeH, MUMO OTKPBITHIX SIIIIMKOB, B KOTOPBIX XPaHU-
JICh KaKUe-TO MPUOOPBI, MUMO OPOIIIEHHBIX Ky4ell BAHTOBOK M JJTMHHBIX SIIIUKOB C MATPOHAMU K
HUM, MHUMO OTIPOKMHYTHIX METAJUTMYECKUX CTYJIbEB U 3€JIeHBIX OYThUICH. . .

[TpuBHIEHNE OCTAHOBUIIOCH Y 3aKpbITON ABepu. OHO ka0, korna Kponu noronur ero.

— 3neck? — cripocun Kponu.

[IpuBHaEHUE CTOSAIO HEMTOJBUKHO.

KpoHu TonkHyI ABEephb M OKa3aicsi B OMOIMOTEKE.

3pmech ObUIO TaK KapKo, YTO cpasy BbICOXJM TyObl. JIyd poHaps Omyxaan Mexay BBICOKUMMU
paMaMu, Ha KOTOPBIX MOKOWJIMCh MeTaJUTMYecKue noyku. KHuru crosuim, jexanu Ha MojKax, Ipy-
JaM¥ I'POMO3IMIICH Ha 1oiTy. KpoHM 3Hau, KaKMMU JJOJKHBI ObITh KHUTH, IOTOMY YTO BUJET KHUTY
[Nopsinka u KJsyIcs Ha KHUATE 3aKOHa, KOT/Ia ero MPUHUMAIH Ha padoTy.

KpoHu B3sJ1 ¢ MOJKM OIHY U3 KHUT W YBUJEJ, UYTO OHA oOropea. [loaromy ObLT YepHBIM Iiepe-
et u oope3 crpanuil. KpoHu aepxkan KHUTY, U OH ObUT Topf] cOOOM, TIOTOMY YTO OH TPOIIEN TaMm,
I7ie He TIPOXOAMJI ellle HUKTO, U Hares 6udnmoteky. Tenepb OH IEpXUT B PyKax KHHUTY.

KpoHu packpbli ee, ¥ CTpaHMIIBI pACCHINTAIUCH B IMbUTh. YepHoe 001aKo TPYXU MeIJIEHHO OChI-
Najoch Ha moJ1. Jlpyrast KHUra pacchlnanach Jaxe paHblllie, YeM OH yCIiesl IOTHSATD ee ¢ monku. OHa
CTaJsia Ky4KOM Ceporo merwia, B KOTOpOM YepHeIr o0ropesbie KJIOUKu OyMarm.

Korga-to B 6ubnuoteke ObLT cTpaniHbiil xkap. OroHb MOYeMy-TO He BCIBIXHYJI, HO BCE 37eCh
0OYIIIIIOCh, PACTIAJIOCh, Pa3pyIIMIach CBS3b B Belllax, M Oymara norepsijia IpOYHOCTb.

Kponu e Mexay nojok, He oOpaiiasi BHUMaHUsI Ha Kapy U yXOTY, ¥ TPUBUJICHUE OTCTYTIAJIO
nepen HUM. OH 10TparuBaJiCs JO KHUT, MHOTA MBITAJICS OTHATh KHUTY ¢ oJKu. Ho ecnv kHura He
pacrnazganach B pyke, OHa TUO/Ia, CTOUJIO €€ OTKPBITh.

Hano sxe uaru tak gonro u Hailtu nenenuiie! B oruasanyn KpoHu cMaxHynm ¢ MOMKY LIEITBIH
PSIIl KHUT, pyKa 3aBsi3/ia B TPyXe, U MPUBHUJICHUE BBITSIHYIOCh K HEMY TOJIyObIM YepBeM M OOOXIJIO
anekTpruectBoM. He 6ombHO, HO 0001I10. [IpHBHIeHNE HE XOTe0, YTOOBI YesIOBEK YOUBAI KHUTH.

Kponu He obuziesncst Ha IpUBUAEHIE.

— IIpoctu, — ckazan oH. — Knuru ymepiu.

[IpuBuaEHUE YCIIOKOUIIOCH.

TpyOaps 10cTal U3 rpyabl TPYXU TP CTPAHUYKH, OOrOpeIbie 1Mo KpasiM, TIOJIOKUIT UX B KApMaH.
[Tycth OymeT XOTh KaKoe-TO JI0Ka3aTeIbCTBO, YTO B OMOIMOTEKE OH OBLIL.

Hpyroii Ha Mecte Kponu He cTan Obl paccTpanBaThesi. PazBe MOXHO CPaBHUTH KaKHME-TO KHUTH
C HacTOsIIIeH HOOBIYeH.

Ho Kponu GecrienibHO Opert 1o skapkoMy KOPHJIOPY, YAQISSACh OT OMOIMOTEKH, U HE BUJIEI
pa30pocaHHBIX BOKPYT OOTaTcTB.

[MpuBunenue odoruano KpoHu, 4yTh KOCHYBIIKCH €r0, ¥ 1O BCEMY Telry MpoOeKall XOIOAHBIH
03000. K npuBuaennio Kponu npussik. M qaxe K CTpaHHOCTSIM €ro.

Kponwu Haiynan B kapMaHe Kycok Kaii. ManeHbkuil Kycok, nocieqauii. Ho ectb Kponu He
x0Tes0ch. OH BB ObI BOJIBI.

KpoHu npoTsiHyn KyCOK MpUBHIECHUIO.

— XoTb ObI THI TOBOPUTDH MOT, — cKazasl Kponu. — Moxer, npyrasi ononuorexka Opuia?

Ho cam ysxe 3HaJ1, 4TO Bpsijt i1 OblIa BTOPAS.

— Vcran 1, — ckazan Kponu. — Tel He ToficKaxkerib, Kak BHIOpaThcs oTciona?
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Koraa Bce koHumsiock, Bo30yxaeHue He cpa3y octaBuiio Kponu. OH Bo3Bparaics K JIeiCTBU-
TEJILHOCTH TOTYKaMHM, OYITO MPOPBIBAJ OIHY 32 JIPyroi OyMaKHbIe IEPEropoaKH.

CyHIy4OK ¢ KaX[JbIM 1LIarOM CTaHOBUJICS BCE TSIXKeEIEe.

[IpuBHaEeHME BHOBD MOIUIBUIO BIIEPE/, HO Y€pPE3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT 3aMepJIO Y CTEHbl M Ha4YaJIo
BJIMBAThCS B HEE, PACIUTIOIIMBIINCH, PACTION3IIMCH IO HEH, M TOCTENIEHHO UCYE3JI0 B CTEHE, KaK BOJA,
MPOJIMBIIASICS B TPEIUHY.

Korma Kponu jommen 1o Toro Mecra, OH U B caMOM JieJie YBHe TPeluHy. B rimyouHe ee roy-
OeJ1 cneq; IPUBUICHHUS.

— 3! — kpukHyn Kponu, npukumas kacky K TpemuHe. — Tol kyna? A ke 31ech He npouay.

Ho romy6oii otcBeT yxe pactBopriics: B TeMHOTe. JIyu (hoHapst, ocimadeBIvii 6e3 Moa3apsIKy,
JKEJITBI U HEBEPHBIH, TEPAJICS B 3aXJIaMJIEHHOM KOPHUIIOPE, U OT €ro KEJITOr0 CBETa THILMHA eIl
HarpsiKkeHHee 1 OecripocBeTHel Mpak. YenoBek ycTa, OH oTaaul Obl BCE COKPOBHINA CBOETO CYHIyUKa
3a TO, YTOOBI YBHUJIETh, KaK TYCKJIOW IIETIOYKOM TOPSAT JIAMIIBI B CITy:)keOHOM Kopuaope. U oH yxke He
BEPUT, UTO KOT/1a-HUOYIb YBUIUT UX, IOTOMY UTO 32 IEHb OH CITYCKAJICS TaK JIOJIrO M TaK AAJIEKO yIIe
OT U3BECTHBIX €My MECT, UTO OTBICKATh ITyTh 0OPATHO HE CMOXKET. A €CIIU CIeJJ0BATh 10 COOCTBEHHBIM
e CIIe1aM, TO MPEeTATCTBUIA He of1071eTh. EMy He B300paThcsi HABEPX TaM, Iie KBaJpaTHas IUTITa, eMy
CTpAIIHO BEPHYTHCS B KaMepy, Ie JIeXKUT MEpTBell, U pa3o0parh 3aBajl. UTo ke OCTaeTcsi 4eoBeKy
B TakoM ciry4yae? OH JOJTKEeH UITH BIIEpes.

Y Kponu pazbonenach CrivHa, CBOAXUIIO MBI HOT. OH pemmit oTIoXHyThb. [IpoIio cToiabko
BpPEMEHHU, UTO, YACOM PaHbIIIE, YaCOM IT03K€E, BO3BPAILAThCS BCE PABHO MO3/1HO. B Kopuaope oH ocra-
HaBJIMBAThCSI HE XOTeN — TYT B JTIOOYI0 MHHYTY MOIJIa po0ekarh ciryJaiiHas Kpeica. Hamo oTeicKaTh
komHaty. C 1Bepblo.

Takas kOMHaTa HalIack Maros yepe3 cro. KpoHu nposepusi, HaiekHO JIM 3aK pPbIBAaeTCs IBEPb,
MOTOM TIOCMOTPEJI, He TPSTYETCsl JIU KTO-HUOYAb BHYTpU. B KOMHATE CTOSIT CTOJ, HECKOJIBKO CTYIIBEB.

Kponu npukpsut aseps u cen Ha ctya. CTyn CKpurHyi, HO Bbiiepkan. CTys OblT yIOOHBIH,
Takoi Obl puHecTH foMoi. CTasia MyunTh Xkapa u kaxaa. M yem noneine cunen Kponu B 6e3zenbe,
TeM OOJIbIIIe XOTEIOCh MUTb.

OH pemmmt ObUIO B3IPEMHYTh, HO HUYETO U3 3TOTO HE BBIILIO — BO PTY OBLIO CYXO U SI3BIK B
HeM He nomeniascs. OH crapasicst AymaTh O APYroM, a Iepej ria3aMu CTOSUT pydeeK U CIIBIIITHO ObLIO,
KaK CTpyHKa JIbeTCs B KacKy.

Kro 6bu1 31€ch ocnenuum? — myman Kponu. Kto cuziern 3a 3TiM cTOIOM U, yXOAs1, OpOCHIT TIO[T
cron nucroier? KpoHu, He BcTaBasi, MPOTSHY/I PyKy U mogoOpai ero. ITuctoner ObiT HeOOJBINOH,
JIAJTHO CKPOEHHBIW, PYKOATh BJIMBAJIACh B J1aloHb. KpOoHM HUKOIa HE AepKall B pyKe IUCTOJNET, HO,
KOHEYHO, 3HaJI, Kak OH JielcTByeT. Kaxaplii Manpumiika 3Ha1 00 3toM. [TucroneT ects y KBapTasib-
HOro cTpakHuKa. Pa3z KpoHu Buen, Kak KBapTaJbHBIA 3aCTpPEHI KyIUKa. YenoBek mpuoexa c
APYroro 3Taxa, U 3a HUM THAJIMCh areHThl. A KBapTaJIbHbII 3aCTPENNII €ro.

KpoHu BBEITSAHYI pyKy € MCTOJIETOM, MTPULIEIWJICS B YTOJI KOMHAThl M Haxall Ha ciyck. OH He
OXMJaJl, YTO MUCTOJIET BBICTPEJIUT: Beb OH BaJISUICA 371€Chb MHOTO JieT. [Tucroner nepHysncs B pyke,
KOMHATy OCBETWJIO SIPKOHM BCIBILIKOW, YTO-TO PYXHYJIO, U B HO3JpU BOpPBAJICS €JKUM 3arax OTHs
1 nibuTH. [1epBbIM JBHKEHHEM OBbLIIO OTIeNaThCsl OT MHCTOJIETa, BHIOPOCUTH €ro, HO pyKa He XoTesa
paccraBaTbCsl C OPYKMEM, HAJIbLIbl KPEMKO AEPKaIU PYKOSITh.

Kponu nopHsiics v mofoien K crene, Kyaa OblT HarpasiieH BoicTped. [Tyns nmpobua miactu-
KOBYIO OOIIIMBKY, Pa30pBaia CETKY, KOTOPOM IJIACTUK KPEMWICs K KAMHIO, M B CAMOM KaMHe 00pa3o-
BaJIOCh YITyOJIeHHe C PaCIlIaBlIeHHBIMU KpasiMy. YMBUTEIbHA OblIa CUJIA, 3aKJII0OYEHHAsT B MaJIeHb-
KO M yIOOHOM MaIlIMHKE, CIaBIIIasi CTOJIBKO JIET, YTOOBI TPOCHYTHCS IO IIEPBOMY TMTPUKA3Yy.

KpoHnu mocmoTpen BOKpYr, He OCTaJIoCh JIM T ele MaTpoHOB i mucTtonera. OH oboren
CTOJI, OTOIBUHYJI CTYJIbs1. [IBE OOOMMBI C ATPOHAMU OTHICKAIMCh B CPEIAHEM SIIMKE. B HIKHEM ObLH
Oymary, KHWXKa IJIaHOB — KpoHu momymalt, 4to ecim 3TO cTapble TUIaHbl TOpojia, TO OHM OYeHb
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HYKHBI, ¥ B3s1J1 KHIKKY. CTpaHHasi Belllb — Be3eHre. B OMOIoTeKe ThICSYM KHUT, M BCE OHU TTOTHOJH.
3mech Bcero ogHa, Ho lieasd.

Vxons, Kponu eme pas nmpoOexai jydoM ¢poHapsi 1Mo cTeHaM M yBujel KaptuHy. OHa Obuia
HeOobINoN, IBeTHOW. KpoHu npubnusuics, yrepes B Hee J1yd (pOHapsI.

Ha kaprune 6611 u3o0paxken ['opop.

Tor T'opox, o KoTtopoMm roBopui HHkeHep Pasu, B KoTopwlil TpyOaps KpoHu moBepui
HACTOJIBKO, UTO TIOIIEN PAa3bICKUBATh OMOIMOTEKY.

Buepa Kponu 6s11 ipocto Tpydapem. OH, nipaB/a, ObiBai Ha UTEHUSIX ¥ CITBIIAT O 3apeTHOM.
Ho ceronnst Kponu 3Hau, kak Beimisgaut ['opon. M on nokaxert ero aApyruM. KpoHu CHsu1 KapTUHY €O
creHbl. OH OBICTPO TIIeT 10 KOPUAOPY, OYATO 3HAI, Ky/a HJITH.

JIugroBas miaxra nonanack ckopo. Ho oHa Obl1a mycTa 1 yXonuia YepHbIM KOJIOIIIEM BHU3 U
BBepx. TpyOapp orsiHyscs. Henanexko ot madproBoro komnoama Beerja ObIBaeT aBapriiHas JIECTHUIA.

Hamnace u necthuiia. OHa Obi1a BeIpyOsieHa B ckajie. Uepe3 HeCKOJIbKO CTYTeHeK OOHapyKH-
JIOCh, YTO OHA 3aBaJIeHA Ha YPOBHE TOTO ke 3Taxa, rae Obula notaiiHas rmra. Ho Kponu permn,
YTO 3aBaJl HE JOJDKEH OBITh HeMPpeogoMMbIM. CKOPO OH OTBICKAJ MPYT, KOTOPBIM pacIiaTai OOJTOMKH
6eToHHBIX ITUT. OH ellie yCren OTCKOYUTh B CTOPOHY. BeToHHast KpOIIKa v KYCKHU IUTAT OOPYIIMIIUCDH
Ha JiecTHUIly, 1 KpoHu, Korja ocena bk, Molesn Boiine. Bee y Hero nomyvanock, v crivHa Oosblie
He OoJiesia, ¥ HOTUA HE JIOMUJIO.

Kponu nozHsisics eine Ha JBa 9Taxa M 3aMEeTUI B OTJAJICHUH TYCKJIBIH CBeT.

Wnry x cBeTy npuiuiock Aoaro. B TyHHene Korma-to xoquiau noeszaa. Tenepb oH ObUT HAOUT
MYCTHIMU BarOHETKaMH, COIIEAIINMU C pesibcOB. [IpUIIIIIOCH MTPOTUCKUBATHCS MEXKAY HUMH U CTEHOM,
a TIOTOM TOJI3TH B Y3KOM IIEJIM MOJT CAMBIM TIOTOJIKOM. A Korna KpoHu mpeomonen u 3To npensiTcTBue,
0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO CBET MPOOMBAETCsI CKBO3b KPYIJIOE OTBEPCTHE B KOHIIE TyHHEJsI, KOTOPOEe Tropeo,
CJIOBHO OTKpBITasl ABEpIIA TIEUH.

Boi1o Tak kxapko, uro KpoHu nmpoBes nayibliaMmu 1o IeKe — He MoTpecKaiach Jid Koxa. U Bee-
Taku KpoHu fo1ien 1o KpacHoro Kpyra, U3 KOTOpOro JOHOCHUJICSI HEPOBHBIH MBIXTAIIMMN IIIyM.

OTBepcTrie Ha ypOBHE TOJIOBBI OBLIO 3aTSHYTO OOropeno, 4epHou pemeTko. IIpukpbiBast
pykaBoMm im0, KpoHu 3arsisiHys1 B OTBEpCTHE U YCIIeN PasmisiieTh OrPOMHYIO MOJIOCTb, HA JJHE KOTO-
PO¥ Iy3BIPUIIOCH, BOJTHOBAJIOChH, BHICOBBIBAJIO TOPSTUME SI3bIKH, IBIXTEJIO, PHIYaIO U B3AbIXAJI0 OTHEH-
Hoe BapeBo. OTCBETHI OTHSI MOJBIXAJM HAa CTEHAX, KOTOPbIe YXOIWIN BBEPX M CMBIKIUCH IJe-TO B
HEBUAMMOM BbicoTe. Tyaa MOqHUMATUCh KJIyObl CEPOTO JbIMA U BHITSATUBAIUCH, KaK B IIEUHYIO TPYOy.
Koe-rnie B cTeHax MOJIOCTH BUIHEIMCh OTBEPCTHSI — BXO/IBI B TYHHENM M Kopuaopsl. Korna-to 3aech
TOXe OBbLT TOPOII, HO YacTh €ro OOPYIINIACh BHYTpPb, WK, HA000POT, s13bIkM OrHeHHo be3nHb! mpo-
OWJIM, TIPOCBEPIIJIMA TOMIIY TOopoja M paciuiaBuim ee. VI mMacmraGel KaTacTpobl MPEUCIIONHUINA
Kponu 61aroropenuem nepes Molbio be3iHbl, OT rHeBa KOTOPOH HEe YKPBIThCS U HE BBIMOJIUTH MTPO-
ITIEHHUS.

Bonbite crosats y be3ansl Obi10 Henmb3st. KpoHu 0osiyics, UTO 3aropuTCs OIEKAA U BBHITEKYT
r1aza.

OH nocrient 00paTHO, MPOMOJ3 Yepe3 BATOHETKH U HaIlles JIECTHUITY. Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO Mpo-
JIETOB JIECTHUIIA KOHUMIIack. Ha 3TOT pa3 3aBas ObuT OCHOBaTENEH, HE TPUXOAMIOCH M MEUTaTh O TOM,
4yT0OBI pa3oOparh ero. KpoHu omycTusics Ha 9Tax HYKE U MOmnayl B OECKOHEYHBIN JIAOMPUHT ITyCThIX
XOZIOB, 3aJI0B, TOKUHYTHIX KOMHAT. Kak-To HeBaasieke MeIbKHYJIA TeHb KPBICh, 1 KpoHM BRICTpen
B Ty CTOPOHY, MCTS 3a TOT CTpax, KOTOPbI/ 3aCTaBUJIa €ro MCIBITaTh KpbicuHasi cTass. OH He cTam
CMOTPETb, TIONAJ JIM, U TIOCTISIIMIT JaJIbIle, ABMKUMBIN JIMIIb OTHOUN HEJbI0 — BRIOPAaThCs HaBEpX.
Uepes yac eMy MOBE3JIO — OH HATOJIKHYJICSI Ha JIyXKy CTOsYeld, BOHIOUEW BOAbI U Hamwics. Bckope
nonascs Kabenb, Oeryiuii BBepx 1o y3koi mmaxre. Kadesb Obul o7 TOKOM — 3HAYUT, HABEPXY OKpa-
WHBI TOPO/IA, BHU3Y — TAXH TEIJIOCTAHIIHH. . .
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I'nmaBa 2
3HAK UH7KEHEPA JIEMEHS

Brliins u3 mudra, KpoHu ¢ MUHYTY CTOsUT B HEpEIIUTEIbHOCTHU. TO JIM MATH IOMOM, CIIPATATh
BeIlM, TO JIM1 OTMETHUThCS y MacTepa — Be[b Ipomaji 0e3 BeCTu TpyOapb, MOI'YT UCKaTh. A TOTOM
TIOHSUT — BCE PABHO TPU/IETCS] TOBOPUTD, UTO 3a0MyIuiICs WM Hamaiy Kpbichl. [loTamar B y4acTok,
OyoyT HOIpaIuBaTh, emie n300b0T. Tak sydire, 4ToOb HUUero ¢ codoii He O6bu10. M nOMOIi onacHo
3axoauth. Hano npsamo untu Ha YteHue. TaM OH OTIAcT Bce MHKEHEPY, pAaCCKakeT M BMECTe peliar.
Bcerna BaxkHO 3HaTh, Ky/ia MOWTH, KOMY JOBEpHUThCsI. PaHblle, moka oH He ObiBaJT Ha YTeHnu, TpyOaph
Kui1 coBceM oauH. Kak MHorue.

KpoHu nien no ene ocBeNIeHHBIM yIuiam K JOMy, B KOTopoM Ipoxoanio Yrenne. OH oueHb
yCTaJl, ¥ 3allaxy YJMLIBL, TSOKeTble, HaJOeBIIMe 3araxy YeJI0BEYECKOro KUlbsl U IOMOEB, XJIOPUPO-
BaHHOM BOJIBI, TIOATOPEBIIEH KAk ¥ TpuOOB, 3BYKH KEHCKOM NepeOpaHKy, BOH AETUINEK — OObIYHAS
KW3Hb, O KOTOPOI OH Tak MedTall, OyXk/Jasi 0 TEMHbIM KOPUI0paM, Ka3ajaach CKyYHOU U kKaJKOM.
Jlaxxe cTpaHHO, UTO OH CTpeMMJICS K Hel HeslaBHO. U ronona He Obuto. Tonbko Tynas 0onb B XKUBOTE.

KameHHble cTyneHu Bey BBEPX MEX[Y CIOKEHHBIX U3 MEJIKHX OOJIOMKOB CTEHOK, U 32 3TOH
LIEJIbI0 CKPBIBAJICS TEMHBIN TyHHEIND — nepeynnok. Kponn ocranosuiica. Hukoro c3anu Her. OH nepe-
JIOKUJI CYH/IyUYOK B JIEBYIO PYKY.

Kponu Tpu paza ctykHy: B 1Bepb. [lofoxgan u CTykHy: ellie JBa pasa.

Xyaast JeBOUKa CO CITyTaHHBIMH BOJIOCAMH OTKpbLJIa IBEPh Ha JIBa Majblia U CIPOCUIIA:

— Yero Hano?

— 51 x udroBomy Mactepy Kreny, — ckazan Kponu. — 3yObl 1e4unTs.

— ThI ceronHs MO3AHO, AsI/IeHbKa, — CKa3aza JIeBUOHKa. — Yero MHe npuxec?

— Huyero Hety, — ckazan Kponu. — [laxe kaury otaad.

— Komy otnan kary?

— [puBnaenuio. OHO TeOe MpUBET MepeaBalo.

JleBUOHKa TOHEHBKO B3BU3rHYJa. KpoHM OTCTpaHmI ee v npolues B HU3KUH, y3KUil KOpUaop.
Uepe3s nATh 11aros crpasa ABepb. KpoHU TONKHYI ee.

UreHue ObLJIO B cCaMOM pasrape.

Nnsxenep Pasu ysunen Kponu, Ho He ipepBas cBoeit peur. OctaibHble 000paurBairch. Kponu
THXOHBKO CEJI PSIZIOM C MAPHUIIKON U3 PYAHUYHOM IIKOJIBI, KOTOPHI BCEra CTOPOHUIICS TpyOaps,
MOTOMY YTO OBLT YHCTEHbKHI.

— Ham tBepasr. .. — nponomkan mexay Tem Pasu, u Kponu nocrapaics He OTBIeKaThCs, Mpu-
CJIyIIAThCS K €ro CJI0BaM, XOTs 3HaJI, YTO €ro HOBOCTH KyJa BaKHEe CJIOB CaMoro MHxkeHepa Pasu.
310 OBUIO NPUATHO CO3HABaTh, HO KpoHu He cnemmi. Kyna cnemmTs, Koraa Tel Cpeji CBOMX U CYH-
AYYOK JIEKUT Ha KOJIEHSIX.

— Hac yBepsi1oT, — CJIOBHO M3ajieKa IoHeccs rojloc MHkeHepa, — 4to Takoi ITopsgok ycraHoB-
JieH u3naBHa. Hac yBepsIoT, 4To He KTO MHOM, Kak Oor Pen u apyrue 60ru, Bejenu OfHUM JIOASM
KUTh B BEYHOMU IOJIyTbME, B IPSI3H, B CTpaxe MOTepATh KyCOK Kalllki, yMUpPaTh OT OOJIe3HEN M CMOT-
peThb, Kak YMHUPAIOT X JeTH. [la 1 MHOTO JIM JieTell B HalllMX YepHBIX KaTakoMOax ? C KaKIbIM TO/IOM
UX CTAaHOBUTCS BCE MEHBIIIE. . .

B xomuate 6puT0 YestoBek nsATHaANATh. KpoHM Beex MX 3HaJ WM Buje paHbine. Jlamma nox
YEepHBIM KOJIIAKOM BHCeJIa PSAMO HaJ, y3KOoH rooBoii Pasu, 1 0TToro ero ogy1ioBaroe JIMLO Ka3ajloch
PE3KHM, pyOJIeHbIM, PEIIUTETbHBIM.

Korga Kponu B nepsblii pa3 roBopuJi ¢ Pasu, oH crapascs He cMoTpeThb Ha Hero. EMy crpariHo
ObLIO TIOAYMAaTh O TOM, YTO HACTOSILIMIA MHXEHEP, KOTOPbII KMBET HA BEPXHEM sIpyce U OJeBaeTcs
TaK YMCTO, MOXET CHIETh psiioM ¢ Tpyodapem. Mrkenep Obu1 Bparom [lopsiaka, ¥ Kaxablil U3 MsTHA-
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ALIATH, COOPABIIMXCS 3/1ECh, MOT ITOWTH B YYaCTOK, CKa3aTh 00 3TOM U MOJIYYUTh HOBYIO KOMHATY HJIH
naxe MoAHAThCS Ha sipyc. Ho aToro He ciydanock, u Kponu 3nai1, 4to Oyaer nepBbiM, KTO OPOCUTCS
3alIMIIaTh CBOEro nHxkeHepa. [lotomy 4To B ropoe, MOXeT, CTO, MOXKET, U OOJIbIlIe MHAKEHEPOB, HO
Pasu onun.

Boobie-to o y Pasu noopoe. Tonpko ManeHbkoe. KpoHu HUKOra eie He BUJIET TaKOro
MaJIeHBKOTO WHKeHepa. VIHKeHepbl XOpOoIIo esT, M 'y HUX He ObiBaeT HapbhiBOB. OHM HE KaILISIOT
1 He cenHyT. [loaToMy MHKEHephl BCerja BhIIIe POCTOM U Kperye, YeM TpyOapu, TKauu Wi pyao-
korbl. Ho mHxenep Pa3u ObUT TIEQYIIHBIM, KaK TKad. Y Hero ObUla Mpo3padHast Koxa, U Mof He
BUIHBI BeHbl. OH paHO OOJIbICeT, M OTTOrO He TIONMEIllhb, CKOJIBKO €My JIeT, CTapblid OH WJTA MOJIOJIOMH.
['oBOpHIT OH BCeria TUXO M MEIJICHHO, OY/ITO Kask/10€ CIIOBO CHavasa MmoBTopsi rpo ceds1. Ho nHoraa
OH 3aBOJWJICS, M TOJIOC €T0 CTAHOBUJICSI TPOMKHM M Y€TKUM — TOJIOCOM JIPYTOro YesIoBeKa, OOJIBIIOTO
Y CWJILHOTO, PYKH Ka3aJIUCh TMHHEE, ¥ TIAJTBIIBI TIOMYEPKUBAIIH CJIOBA, CTABUJIA TOUKH B KOHIIE (ppa3
WM B3METATUCh BOCKJIMIATEIbHBIMUA 3HAKAMHU.

— Jlereii CAMILIKOM MHOTO, — CKa3aJl LIaxTep, MOXOXKUN Ha KYCOK YIUIS, TAKOM K€ KPENKui U
6ecOpMEHHBIi, — TOJIBKO MPYT OHH.

Ho nnxenep He ciplina ero.

— Hawm tBepnsT, 4To Jou co3/1aHbl 47151 )KU3HHA B TEMHOTe. Tak 3a4eM UM r71a3a’?

— YTtoOHl BUIETH, — OTBETHJI KTO-TO U3 TEMHOTHI. — He OyzeT riia3, Kak Mbl BaC yBUIUM?

— A B TeMHOTe HaIllM TJ1a3a He BUMSAT, — CKa3all nHxkeHep. — Kpbickl o0xonsaTcs 6e3 ria3. Mok-
puIIbs ooxoasTcs 6e3 1as.

— IIpuBnnenus toxe, — ckazasn Kponu.

— Hy, npuBuaenus 31ech HU nipu yem, KpoHu. D10 BeIAyMKA, YTOOBI JIIOJW HE COBAJIM CBOW
HOC B TTYCThIe KOPUIOPHI.

— IlpuBuaenus ecrtp, — ckazain Kponu. — S kopmui1 oHOTO.

Bce paccmesimice. [axe nrkeHep Paszu ynsionyscs. [leBUoHKa CyHysa pacTpenaHHylo TOJIOBY
B JIB€Pb M CIPOCHIIA CEPIUTO:

— Xotute, YTOOBI Ha YJIUIIE YCIIBIXATH?

— Yem kOopMmI1? — CITPOCHIT IIAXTEP.

— Yem? Kameii, koHeuHo, — ckazan Kponu.

— Kamreit! — 3axne0bIBajicst MOJOAEHBKHN YIYSHUK PYTHUYHOM IIKOJTIBI.

A KpoHu rogymai, 4To KOpUIOpbl, B KOTOPBIX OH IPOBEII [IEHb, JIeXKaT COBCeM psiioM. JIioOoit
MoxeT Tyaa nornactb. Herpyano. I1paBia, HeM3BeCTHO, OCTaHEIILCS JIM B )KUBBIX. Ho rmormacts MOXKHO.
[TpocTo HUKTO HE UHTEpECYETCH.

— Ycnokoiitecs, — ckazan Pasu. — 4 nponoskato. [louemy y HEKOTOPBIX JTi0fIel KOoXka TeMHee, Y
APYTUX CBET/Iee, 3a4eM y OTHUX TEMHBIE I71a3a, a Y APYTrux — cBeTbie? [louemy y MeHsi ObUIM CBETIIbIE
BoJIoCHl, a y Kponu Bostocsl TeMHbie? KoMy HyXKHBI B TEMHOTE 3TH 11BeTa M OTTeHKU? Bbl roBopure,
4yTo OOr Aaj IJa3a JoAsM, YTOObl OHM BUIENH, & OHM B TEMHOTE BHIETh HE YMEIOT. 3HAYMT, OOr
MIPUAYMAIT ¥ EKTPUYECKHE JIAMITbl, 1 MacysiHble CBeTUIbHUKH? U cpasy nan monsm?

— Oronb npuien u3 be3ansl, — ckazan napukMaxep beru, KOTopslil ObUT OUeHb 00pa30BaHHBIM,
yMeJl YuTaTh, YUUJICS B IIIKOJIE M JOJKEH ObLT CTaTh YNHOBHUKOM, HO TIOYEMY-TO HE CTaJl.

— A 110 3TOTO? — Cripocua uHX)eHep. — Jlo 3Toro Jioau OpoAUIM MO KOPUAOpaM M THIKATUCh
Hocamu Jpyr B Apyra? Her, moau paHsliiie ’Kuim B Ipyrom Mecte. JlaBHO, Tak IaBHO, YTO BCe 3a0bLIH
00 3ToM. MBI JKMBEM B IOMax, BHIPYOJIIEHHBIX B CKaJIaX, XO[VM I10 YIHLIAM, TTepe/ie/TaHHbIM 13 TIetiep.
Ho urto 6su10 pansbiie? [lo Toro, kak nosiBuiicst ropoa? [ie summ moay paHblie?

Kponu yxe cipiiian 06 3ToM. 3a rofisl CKUTaHWUH T10 CITyKeOHBIM TYHHEJISIM OH CaM AOLyMaJICs
70 MHOTOTO M3 TOTO, O YeM rOBOpWI MHkeHep. OH 3HaJl, 4TO ropoj paHblie OblT OOIIMpHEe, YeM
cergac. Yto moneit B HeM ObLIO O0JIbIIE U OOJIBIIE BCAKUX BEILEH.

— [NocmoTpuTe, Kak TUIOXO PadOTAIOT CUCTEMbI CHAOKeHHUsI B HallleM ropofe. Tpyodaps ckaxer
BaM, 4TO BCE BpeMsl IPUXOIUTCS 3aMEHATh TPYObI ¥ Kadenu. UTo ¢ Kak/IIM JHEM BCe TPyJHEee Haxo-
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IWUTh 3aMEHYy, U MBI BC€ BpeMsl MOChUIAEM CIIeIMaIbHbIe OTPSIbl B 3a0pOIEHHbIE YPOBHH, UTOObI
OTBICKaTh TaM OOOpPYIOBAaHHE W BEIH, 3a0bIThie KOTNA-TO AaBHO. A 4TO 3TO 3HauuT? BO-TEepBBIX,
rOpoj1 KOraa-To ObLT OOJbIlle, YeM ceituac. Bo-BTOPBIX, BElM, KOTOPbIX HAM HE XBaTaeT U KOTOPBIE MbI
HE MOXeM JeJaTh, HarprMep Kabenu Wi U30JISIMIO /11 HUX, ObUIM M3TOTOBJICHBI JIM HE B TOPOJIE,
WM CEKPET MX U3TOTOBJICHUS TIOTEPSIH U 3a0bIT.

— [IpaBuiibHO, — cKazal maxrep. — Mbl B TPOIILIOM MECSIIE BHIIIUTH B CEKTOP, O KOTOPOM HUKTO
He 3Ha1. Cpasy MHKEHEep areHTOB BBI3BAJI M HAC BHITHAIM. MBI ellie yAWBIISUIUCh, OTKY/A 32 MIaXTOH
yIuna.

— 4 yTBep:kalo, 4To JIOIM paHbIIle )KUJIM B APYroM Mecte. MHOTO JIeT Ha3a OHU MPUIILIH CI0fa
Y TIOCTPOUJIH Topo. X ObL10 OosThIIIe, YeM cefiuac, 1 sKITM OHM Jtyuliie. Ho yesoBek He MOXeT Bceraa
KUTh B TAKOM MecTe, Kak Hail ropof. Jlioau rnocreneHHo BeIMUpaloT. JIiony o0si3aHbl BEPHYTHCS K
cebe momoit. Kyna?

— B I'opon Hagsepxy, — ckazan Kponu.

— Ha. Y s Bepio, uto panbite Obi1 ['opon HaBepxy. Tawm, rae cBetio, rie He y3Kue ¥ TEMHbIE
KOPHJIOPHI, a OOIIMPHBIE TPOCTPAHCTBA, TJIe OT 3€MJIM JI0 TIOTOJIKA THICSIYM JIOKTEH. . .

— Oi1, — cka3zasia B BOCTOpre JeBUOHKA, KOTOpast MOJCTYIIMBAIA.

— 41 npuBen ceromHs K HaM YYEHOTo 4eJjioBeKa, yBaxkaemoro Pan-Pomau, KOTOpblii 3HaeT
OoJbllie, YeM BCe YHCThIE, BMecTe B3AThie. OH BBIUMCINAI BpeMsl, KOTJja Mbl TONAM CIofia, ¥ 3HaeT,
e ¥ Kakou ObLJT HaIll TOPOJI PaHBIIIe.

Aroro crapuka KpoHu panbiie He 3amevan. OH cuien B TEMHOTe, 3a cliiHoi Pasu, ciyiuai,
CrOpOMBIIINCH HA CTYJIE, U JIUIIO €r0 ObUIO TAKUM CEPhIM, UTO CIIMBAIOCH CO CTEHOM.

Pazu cen, 1 cTapuk BbIIIeN BIepe, HAKJIOHWIICS HaJl CTOJIOM TaK, YTOObI YIIEPETh B CTOJI HIMPO-
KHe KUcTH. [1a3a crapuka ObUM CIIpATaHbl TIIYOOKO MOJ OPOBSIMU M Ka3aJIlCh TEMHBIMH SIMAMH.

— 51 naBHO He TOBOPWII C JTOJbMH, — CKa3aJl CTApUK.

Bce, kT0 ObLT B KOMHAaTe, 3aTamiy ayx. K nnxenepy Pasu yxe npuBbIKIM, OH ObUT TOYTH CBOM.
C uHXEeHepOM MOKHO ObLIO HE COIJIalIaThCsl M Jake CIIOPUTD.

A B crapuke ObLJIO YTO-TO OKOHYaTesNbHOE. TO, UTO OH CKaXeT, OKaxercs mpapaoi. M B Hee
Hajo OyJeT MOBEpHUTh, XOUYelTb Thl MU HET.

— Jlionu HamwM MeHsl, U s 6aroapeH cyapOe 3a TO, YTO Mepesi CMEPTHIO MOTY ellie pa3 CKa3aTh
MpaBy.

CrnoBa crapuka ObLTH TSKEIBIMU, KX MOKHO OBLIIO JIEpkKaTh B pyKax U OIIyIIaTh Bec.

— YenoBek ObUT POKICH TaM.

Crapuk oTOpBal OJHY PYKYy OT CTOJIa M TOKa3ajl €0 BBEpX, U BCE Ia3aMy MPOCIIEAWIN 3a
IBUXKEHUEM PYKHU.

— Bam sryT, uyto Mup cozgan 6orom Peom u 611 Tako# Bcerga. Mup 6wt qpyroi. Eciu mop-
HSATHCS JI0 TIOCTSAHUX YPOBHEHN M IPOOUTH 3eMJTIO, TO MOXKHO BBIMTH K KOJIBIOEH YesioBevecTBa. Ml
obuTaeM, Kak KpbICHl, B MOAMNOIbe MHUpa. Hactosimuii Mup B ThICSIy pa3 Oosbiie Hamiero. Ytoosl
no0paThesl 10 €ro MOTOJNKA, HAJI0 TIOIHUMAThCS IIeJIbIi JIeHb 110 JIECTHUIe. B ToM, BepxHeM Mupe
HUKOI/1a He ObIBaeT TeMHO. PacKaieHHbII OrOHb HAXOAUTCS Ha TIOTOJKe. HO 3TO He TSKeNblil OroHb.
OH GecruioTeH U SIpOK, ¥ OTTOTrO TaM BCETAa MOTOJIOK CBETHTCS 30JI0TOM.

Crapuk ormycTu1 pyKy, 3akanuisuics. Bce Momuanu.

— Ho nouemy 3TOT MHp, rpPOMaIHBII U TPEKPACHBIH, ObLT OCTaBJeH MoapMu ? [loToMy 4TO Jiiou
OKa3aJIMCh HEOCTOMHBI ero. OHU CCOPHITUCH, BOEBAH JIpyT ¢ ApyroM. OHM yOMBaIM IeTei U KeH-
IIMH, OHU Tpadm cnadsix. U cinabbie yoeranm oT BIacT CHIIbHBIX. U TOraa CHbHBIE TOHSLIH, YTO
MM HY’KHO 3arHaTh JIOJE B KJIETKH, OTKYa HeT BbixoAa. U ciadbie 6ymyT nocaymrHbl. CUIbHbIS YITUTH
BHU3, T10]] 3eMJTIO, ¥ YBEJIM 32 co00H BceX. U jKMBYT BHU3Y, M 3a0bUIH O TOM, YTO €CTh JIPyroil MUp,
Y €CTh CBET, U JIEPEBbs, U PEKH, 30JI0ThIE OT BEPXHETro cBeTa. Tak s ckazail. 4 3Haro.

CraprK MeJIeHHO OITYCTHJICSI Ha CTYJI M KaK OyATO pacTBOPUJICS B TeHHU. TONBKO €ro IpIXaHue,
r1yOOKOe, KaK JIbIXaHWe MAIlMHbI, 3aOJHSIO0 KOMHATY.
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— A 4TO Takoe JepeBbsi? — TUXO CIPOCUJI IOHBIH HIKOJISIP.

— 9TO rpomMaHble CyXue JUIIANHUKHY, — CKa3aJl cTapuK. — OHU BBIPACTAlOT HA MHOTI'O JIOKTEW B
BBILIMHY U 3aKPBIBAIOT OT SIPKOTO CBETA JIIOJEW, €CJIM UM MPUIILIA [Topa OTAOXHYTh.

— DTO HE COBCEM JIMIIAWHUKHU, — cKa3al TMX0 KpoHH, y KOTOporo B uemMonaHe Jjiexasna Kap-
ThHA. — OHU KaK CTOJIO M pacHIUpsIiOTCs] KBEPXY.

— Momumn, — o6opBan Kponu unxenep. — Tol onsiTh (paHTa3Mpyerb.

OH He 3ax0Tel1, 9YTOOBI CTAPUK OOHIEIICS.

— 51 He ¢panTasupylo, — ckazan Kponu. — M motonok tam He 3o5o0toil. OH romy6oro 1pera ¢
OeJIbIMU TISATHAMHU.

— Kponu cerogns B ygape, — ckazai Becenbiii Tpyko3, nucapb ¢ TKarkou (adpuku. — OH He
TpyOaph, a CKa304YHHK.

Crapuk Huyero He ckasasl. OH NPUBBIK, YTO eMy He BepsaT. A KpoHu He cnemmi nokas3biBaTh
KapTuHy. OH MOKaXeT ee TOJIbKO UHkKeHepy. ToNbKO eMy, a IOTOM YK€ OHHU pellarT, uto aenars. Ectb
aena oOIye, KOTopble KacaioTcs BceX. EcTh Jesia cBOM, KOTOPBIMH OMACHO JEJUThCS C APYTUMH.
Jlionu ¢ Tpynom BepAT B HOBoe. KpoHM Bepuil Jierko, 1 Bce cuutaiu ero pantaszepom. daxe Paszu.

[TopHsuicss oueHb Xy/0i, CyXOPYKHI YEJIOBEK C KEJITHIMM IJIa3aMU, KUITSIIUI MOJaBJIsIeMOn
sipocThio. OH J1aTajl MECKU Y YalllK¥ B MacCTEPCKOIl Ha TPMHAALIATOM sIpyce.

— MbI TpatiM NoHanpacHy Bpemsi! — KpUKHYI oH. — Beeraa Tpatium Bpemsi, bontaem, Oomraem,
cKkopo crapsie Oyraem. Jlaiite MmHe 60MOY, U 51 B3OPBY BCIO 9Ty TIOPbMY.

— Ilonoxau, — mbITascss OCTAaHOBUTH ero Paszu.

— 41 yxe Bropo# rog xkay. I Mpoku xaetr. M Bropoii 6opoznad xzer. A dero sxaem? HoBbix
CKa30K 0 BepxHeM ropoje? [la MHe mieBaTh Ha 30JI0TOM MOTONIOK. Thl MHE J1all OpyKUe, U s nepe-
CTpEJIsIIO BCEX UMCTHIX.

— Tebs paHbllIe epecTpessioT, — CKa3al MUcaphb.

Tonoca neperuteranvick k1yokom. ['ooBa KpoHu rygena ot ycranocTtu.

— Ycnokoiitech, — yroBapuBai uHxkeHep Pasu. — Bbl 1ymaere, uTo He OBUIO paHbIe TOPSUNX
r0JIOB, KOTOpbIE XBAaTaJId KAMEHb WY HaJIKy?

— Bbutn, — mporyzen U3 TeMHOTHI cTapuK. — $1 Toxke ObUT OMHUM U3 HUX. TOJIBKO TaBHO, OYEHb
AaBHO. MBI 1M 110 JTM(TOBBIM IIaXxTaM, a OHU OpPOCaIM BHU3 T'PaHATHI C Ta30M. A TIOTOM KUHYJH
3aynHIIMKOB B OrHeHHyo Be3nHy. OHM OMmycKasil X Ty[a Ha CTAIBHBIX TPOCAX MEIJICHHO, YTOObI
TOZI0JIbLIE CIIBIIIATH UX KPUKH. . .

—V Hac Het opykus, — cka3ai Paszu. — Mbl He yBepeHsl B TOM, 4TO 3a HaMH MOILYyT. MHorue
JI1 TIOJ/IEpKaT HacC ake Ha OCAHBIX YPOBHSIX 7

— Her, — ckazan Kponu. — B Haiiem kBapTajie Majio KTO TOWIET.

— MoxHo nocnath BEpHBIX JIIOZIEH, U OHU 100epyTCs 10 JUPEKTOPOB.

— YobioT ux, 1 uto Aanbine? ByayT HOBbIe AUpEKTOpA.

— U ux youts, — HactanBan CyXOpyKHI.

— MBbI IOJKHBI yYHTB JTIOAEH, OOBSICHATH UM, UTO TaK JAJIbIIIE )KUTb HeJb3s1. MbI TOIKHBI COOU-
patb opyxue... — TBepaui Pasu.

— Opyxue goctaTh MOXHO, — cKa3ajl KpoHu.

— @anrazep Kponu, — 3acmestics ucaps.

Tepnenue Kponu nonHysno. OH BBIXBaTWII U3 KapMaHa MUCTOJIET.

— 41 3Ha0, rae opyxwe, 5 3Halo, TJe SIIUKY ¢ TaTpoHaMu! Bl IPUBBIKIIM K TOMY, YTO TPyOaph
HeoOpa30BaHHBIN, TPyOaph Aypak, OT TpyOaps MOXKHO *kJIaTh TOJNBKO cka3ok! Tak ciymiaiite mMou
CKa3KH...

W on Bapyr yBuzen cedsi co ctoponsl. OOOpBaHHbIH, TPSI3HBINA YEJIOBEK MallleT MUCTOIETOM B
MOJTyTEMHON KoMHate. JIIoqu OTIIAaTHY/IMCh OT HETrO, PacTEepsUINCh, MOXET, HE MOHSUIN JJake, YTo Yy
HETro B PyKe, HO UCITYTAJIUCh KPUKA U KECTOB.

— U 4 3Ha10. .. — cKa3aJl OH TUXO.
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Nnsxenep Pasu yxe 6bu1 psigom. OH MPOTSHYI PYKY U CKa3a:

— Jaii ciona. DTo He Urpylika.

— Ilyctb ckaxer, rae opyxue, — ckazan Cyxopykuil. — 9To apMelcKkuil nucrosert. S 3Haro.

Pazu nymait. Ilorom nogHsut pyky.

— Iloronure, — ckazan oH. — Hago nmoroBoputs. 51 HE X0uy cKka3arb, 4TO He AoBepso Bam. Ho
OpY’KHe — 3TO OYEHb BaKHO. A BAPYT CpeIy HAC OKaXeTcsl uesioBek cnalbiii u Bnacth y3HaeT 06 aTom?
Cknag opyxust MoxeT u3mMeHuTh Bee. CynpOy Bcero ropopa. S mporiy paspeiieHus: yiTy B 3aIHIOI0
komHaty. Bmecte ¢ Tpybapem. [1ycTh OH pacckaxeT MHE OJIHOMY.

Pa3u B3 KpoHu 3a JJOKOTh TOHKMMU HECWJIBHBIMU NAJIbLIAMU M TIOBEJ 32 neperopoiky. OH
BKJIIOUMJI JIaMIIOUKY. VIHkeHep ces Ha MK U rnokasan KpoHu Ha BTOpoi.

— Tol 6T cerofHst BHU3Y? — CIIPOCHIT OH.

— Jla. {1 He XOoTen roBOpUTH paHbIIe, HO TaK IOJTYYHIIOCH.

— Ilo3gHo xajeTh, — cka3an Pasu.

3a neperopoKy 3ailiesi CTapuk.

— MHe MoX)HO, — cKka3aji oH. — CuuTaercs, YT0O MEHs JaBHO HET B JKUBBIX. A 1 MOT'Y IIPUIO-
JUTHCA.

— KoneuHo, — ckaszas unxkenep. — ['osopu, Kponu. Tosbko KopoTko.

— MoxeT, monoxjieM, oka Bce pazounayrcs?

— Her. Jlionu GyayT &aath, YTO Mbl UM CKaKeM.

Kponu nonoxwuin Ha cron cyHaydok. OTkpbul ero. CBepxy Jexaina KapTuHka. OH BbUIOKUIT €€
Ha CTOJL

— Tam Gbu1 roy00# MOTONOK, — cKa3zan KpoHu.

Crapuk HaKJIOHWJICA HaJl KAPTMHOW TaK, YTO CEAble KOCMBI ITOYTH KACAJIUCh BBICOKMX JIOMOB
U 3€JIEHbIX JIEPEBbEB.

—3TO MOXKeET OBITh YCIIOBHOCTD, — CKa3aJl CTApHK. — Xy/I0KHHUKY Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO TOIyOOH JTyuliie
codeTaercsi ¢ OebIMU JIOMaMH. Y CIOBHOCTb.

— D70 pa3Be HApUCOBAHO? — CIIPOCHII UHKEeHEP. — MHe KakeTcsl, YTO 3TO CKOIMPOBAHO C JIeH-
CTBUTEJIBHOCTH KaKUM-TO MEXaHUYECKUM CIIOCOOOM.

— 3to I'opon HaBepxy, — ckazas crapuk. — B Hem Jiioay UM paHblie.

Crapuk miaani KapTUHy Apokauien JaJoHblo, a KpoHu 3axoTenoch OCTaHOBUTH €10, IOTOMY
YTO JIaI0OHb ObLIA TPS3HOM, OYTH YEPHOM, U KAPTHHA MOTJIa UCTIAYKAThCSI.

— Tel Hatenn 6uGMMOTEKY? — cipocut uHXeHep Pazu.

— 51 Hamen 6uGMMOTEKY, HO TaM O4eHb Xkapko. Kuuru paccemaiotcs. Ho oqny s npusec. ..

OH gocTtan KHuUry.

— Bor Bce, 4TO 51 cMOT OTTy/1a IPUHECTH.

Pazu ObIcTpO JHICTAT CTPAHUIIBL.

— D10 crapas KHWra, — cka3al crapuk. — Hacrosimas crapas kaura. Ee neyatanu HaBepxy. ..

— OueHb UHTEpECHO, — cKkazan Pasu. — 31eck ecTh miaHbl cekTopoB. Hajo cmorperts. Paccka-
3pIBal JaJIbIIIE.

— 41 6b11 B ropoze IlpenkoB u B 3a0polieHHbIX cekTopax. [IpuBuIeHre MOKa3aao MHE MyTh
TyJa, T7ie He ObUIO paHbIIIe JIIOIEH.

— OnsaTh npuBUIEHUE, — OTMaxHYJICs Pasu.

— JlanHo, — cka3an Kponu. — §1 3Hato, 4T0 NpUBUAEHUII HET, HO 1 €ro Kaiei kopmui. Opyxkue
JIEXKUT HETAJIEKO OT OMOTMOTEKH.

Kpouu nonsitasicsi 00bSICHUTh, HO OOBSICHEHUS MOTYYMIIMCh OECTONKOBBIMU. Pasu ciymman
MUHYTHI JIB€, [IOTOM CKa3aJl:

— CnoxHo. U kpbichl, 1 mepTBell, 1 OrHeHHast be3nHa. ..

— Tam Obi cexktopa. A cipiman, — ckasai crapuk. — Yacts ropona npoBaswiack B besnny. ..

3a neperopoAKor MOCbIIAJICS TPOXOT, CIIOBHO CBAJIUJIM LIEJIBIA PsIJT CTYJIbEB.
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— A-a-a! — KpUKHYJ KTO-TO KOPOTKO.

Kpuk obopBasics, 1 BMECTO HETO BO3HHUK IIyM OOpbOBI, pyrateabCTBa U royioc:

— Jlammy!

3BoH. Yaapsl. ['onoc:

— Hu ¢ mecra. Bynem crpensits!

KT0-TO TYT %€ BIOMUJICS 3a MEPErOpPOAKY U CIIPOCHII OTPBIBUCTO:

— 3necn? Ko 31€CB?

Paszu yxe Tsaayn Kponu 3a pyky BrityOb, OpoKuabIBast K. C3aam ObLT TOMOT U TPECK.

Pasu, nagas Bnepen, npotamuit KpoHu B Kakyio-To Iesib, CYHIYy4YOK 3acTpeBall, U Ka3aioch,
YTO KTO-TO €ro Aepkut. OHu Oekayu Mo y3KUM KAMEHHBIM XO[aM, CBAJTMITUCH TIO TEMHOW CKOJTb3KOM
JIECTHUIIE, OTCUMTHIBas peOpaMU U JIOKTSIMU CTYTICHbKH, ¥ OKA3aJIMCh B MEPEYJIKe, 32 YIIIOM OOJIBILIOTO
J0Ma, OOUTOTO PXKABBIMU KEJIE3HBIMU JICTAMHU.

— beru nomoii, — mporternitan Pa3u. — 3aBTpa B 310 ke BpeMs y JJaBku Mocuiu.

— Croit, — ckazan Kponu, — 41...

— Mo 3aBTpa. Beru, — nHkeHep MENbKHYJI O/, TYCKJIBIM (hOHApEM U MPONal MEXIAy JOMaMHU.

Kponwu ocrascst crostb. OH MOHUMAaJ, YTO HY)KHO OeXaTh Jajblllie OTCIONA, YTO 3/1eCh OMACHO,
YTO B JTIOOYI0 CeKYH[y IpeciejoBaTeIn MOTYT HAllTU TOT XOfI, KOTOpPbIM OHM yOexanu u3 goma. Ho
6ena B ToM, uto KpoHu He 3Ha1, Kyna 6exarb. OH He ycriesn ckazaTb Pasu, 4To ornosziai BepHyThCs CO
CMEHBI, UTO €ro yKe UIIyT, YTO OH HE MOXET UATH JOMOH, TIOTOMY YTO JJOMa YK€, HABEpHO, TTOOBIBAII
KBapTAJIbHBIN.

Cynp0a B TeUeHHe CUMTaHBIX MUHYT NEpeBOpaYMBaa KiM3Hb KpoHU BBEpX HOraMU, BHIKPYUH-
Basia Hau3HaHKY. OH Mepexu1 OKOHYATeIbHOE OIMHOYECTBO, KOTrAa OOpOJICs ¢ KPICMHOM CTael, OH
TMO3HAJT OOIIIEHNE C MTPUBHUJICHUEM, B CYIIECTBOBAHME KOTOPOTO HE BEPUT HU OIMH pa3yMHbIN Yesio-
BEK, OH BEPHYJICS K JIOISM M OLIYTHJI CBOIO 3HAYUMOCTb CPEIM APYTUX U TYT K€ BHOBb OKa3aJics
ofvH, coBepiieHHO oauH. HyxHo oTeickath yoexwuiie. o 3aBTpa. A 3aBTpa uHxkenep Pasu yro-
HUOYIb TTPUIyMaeT.

Ha ymuue tuxo. ['opokaHe yroMOHWJIMCh, 3aCHYJIM [I€TU, U MEPECTAIM PYrarbCsi XO3SMKU.
Ckopo moracsT BepXHUE JIaMITbl, ¥ TOT/IA JIMIIb BOPBI U CTPAXHUKH OyIyT OpOIUTH IO TepeyiKaM, U
MIPOCTOMY Y€JIOBEKY JIyUllle He BHICOBBIBATH HOCA HAPYXKY.

KpoHnu nogxBatuit CyHAy4OK | BbIIIeN Ha ynuily. PoHapu, KOTOpbIe BCera Ka3aluch TAKUMU
TYCKJIBIMH, CBETUJIM ocJienuTenbHO. OH cTapajics UITH He CIiella, KaK yCTasblid TpyOaph, BO3Bpallia-
onmics ¢ 06xoma. XoTs caM He MOT Obl CKa3aTh, ycTal Wik HeT. OH ObUI IO Ty CTOPOHY YCTAJOCTH.

— Croit, — ckazajau eMy B CIIAHY.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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