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CioBa 0sarogapHocTu!

Xouy evipazume ozpomtyro 6aazooapHocmy ceoeli cynpyze Mapuu Bapmon, 3a ee mepnerue,
U 3a Mo, Ymo HUK020a He 0a8ana 3a0bleams 00 0CMAaeNeH Ol u HedonucanHoti pykonucu. Ha npomsi-
JHCEHULL 8Ce20 NEPUOOA HANUCAHUS. POMAHA, OHA ObLAA PAOOM U 0A8ANA NOPOTL OUEHb UEHHbBIE COBEMbL.

Taxorce, oepomtoe cnacudo moeti noopyze DashaSS Frost — moemy 2nagnomy u AUMHOMY pedak-
mopy u Koppexmopy, 3a no020moeKy pykonucu, 3a 3ameuarust u ucnpaenenus.. Cnacuoo! Bmecme
Mbl coenanu Gorvutyro pabomy!

OmoenvHoe cnacubo mou pooumensim, KOmopbole gepsim 8 Mensi u aoosm. Mame, 3a ee 110008
K Xopouteli aumepamype, KOMopyro OHA 8cez0a cosemyent, U Onuyy, KOMopblii 60 6cem noooepicusaent,
8 MOM YUCAe U MBOPUECKUE HAUUHAHUSL.

be3 Bac smom pomatn He yauden 6wt ceem! Cnacubo 3a nposigreHHbuliL uHmepec K Moemy meop-
uecmey.
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Yacte 1
3HAKOMCTBO

I'maBa I

W3 noma Ha MapKcoBo#l yiuie, 4To elle HeAaBHO HasblBaslach yiauueid KommyHsbl, 51 BbIIeN
B MOJIJIEHb, Ha 3aJIMTHII conHIeM aBop. [Jo KananueBckoil muiomaau Obl10 pyKo# Mojaats, a 10 U3ja-
TEJIbCTBA U TOrO OJvzke. S 11es1 creliHo, Aepka MoJl MBIILIKOM MarlKy, NepeBsA3aHHYI0 TECbMOI1, B KOTO-
poil Haxoguack pykonuch. Han Helt 1 paGotan nocneHue Heckosnbko mecsueB. CTpoka 3a cTpo-
KOM, IPe/IJIOKEHHE 3a MPeIOKEHUEM POKJATUCh IJIaBbl POMaHa, KOTOPBIM, KaK sl CYMTAJI, OIIPABAAET
HaJekK/Ibl peaKIIMOHHOMN KOJIJIETUU B U3ATEJIbCTBE.

Emme n3nanu s npuMeTHI KUPITUYHbIN 3200 ¢ KOBaHBIMU BCTaBKaMH, BO3JIe KOTOPOT'O Ha CKa-
Mbe CHZIENI MYKUMHA, KypuJI U Bel Oecely ¢ I0HOMIEH MPUMEPHO MOMX JieT. § ocTaHOBWICS 4yTh
MIOO/IAJTh ¥ TOXKE 3aKypHJI, HaOmoas 3a HUMU. Ha My>xunne ObL1 OesIblii KOCTIOM 1 IIIATA, a Ha KoJle-
HSIX JIEXKaJ MpeMeT, aKKypaTHO 3aBepHYThIN B razeTy «[IpaBna» u nmepeTsiHyThIN KT'yTOM Ha MaHep
nocbUtKY. KOHOIIA TOXe 3aKypHJl U OTYEr0-TO CIIUIIKOM I'POMKO OOBSIBUII MYKUMHE:

— 41 He moTepIUTIO TaKOro OTHOIIEHUS. BOT ceituac JOKypro, — OH NOKa3ajl Ha CUrapeTy, — U MOl
HUMYCh K HUM. Bce Brickaxy Kak ectb. Hy, 10 4ero e HEBO3MOKHO XOUTh U TIOPOTH OOMBATB !

— A Tl 1 cxoau! — noajepKa ero My xurHa. — Pa3, roBopuilib, He3aCIyKEHHO PACKPUTHKO-
BaJIY, TaK U CKaxH!

— A Bot 1 noiiay! OT30BY cBol0 pykomnuck. Bee! Her cun moux. Tloeny B IletepOypr, y MeHs
3HaeTe, CKOJIBKO 3HaKOMBIX B [letepOypre m3natorcs? Bor y Toro ke AdoHnHa n3naBarbes Oyay, OH
MEHs U TaK 3BaJ U /1aK, TOJbKO MHe MOCKBY XoTesnoch! By/ib OHa. .. — 3arojocui CTyzieHT.

— Hy, Tak uau, yero xe Bl xkete-c? — He yHUMAJICS MyKUMHA, IOAHAYMBAS TAPEHbKA.

B 3TOT MOMEHT ABEpb M3[ATENILCKOTO JOMA CKPUIIHYJIA, U U3 Hee BbILIEN MOJHbIA MYyKUMHa,
co crorkoy Oymar. [TapeHb OTOPOCHII CHrapeTy U MOJICKOUYMII K HEMY.

— Dnyapn UrnarteeBud, oTaiite MHe MOIO pyKOnHCh! — motpedosai oHomta. — 51 B [letepOypr
eny, TaM u3gaBarbcs Oyay. He Hy)kHO OBTOPHOTO pacCMOTpPEHMsI, BEPHUTE MO POMaH.

— A Bbl, cOOCTBEHHO roBOps1, KTO? — yAMBWIICS MYKUMHA U AaXe YyTh MOMATHICS Ha3al.

— 3opuH g, Hukonait. Bel ceronHs ckazanu, 4To MOM pyKOIMCH HAKYZA HE TOAATCS, TAK BEPHUTE
MHE UX.

— A-a-a, 3opuH, Hy Aa. 9T10 3Haere M, Bame noseaeHue Hukyna He roaurcs. Ilucarens,
B IIEPBYIO OYEPE/Ib, JOIKEH ObITh TEPIEIMBBIM, a Bbl, — 1 MaxHy/ Ha apeHbka pykoi. — «PaccMoT-
pUTE K IeyaTu, Hy pacCMOTPUTE K NeyaTu» — Havyall nepeapasHuBath oH. C yTpa 1o Beuepa B KOpH-
J0pe KAYT, a KaK Mojlyvar oTKa3, Tak: «Bsl He npaBbl, ToBapui [IpbITKO, YK U3BOJIbTE MEPEUUTATD,
HY XOTb PELIEH3MI0 YepKaHuTe». FIM peleH3uIo, a OHU U ¢ Hell He cortacHbl «Kyna s noiiay ¢ takoit
peLeH3rel U3 n3aarTeabeTBa’» — CIpallMBaloT, — OH JOCTaJl HOCOBOM IUIATOK M Ha BpeMs IpepBal
CBOU MOHOJIOT. — A 4 moYeM 3Haio, MOJIOION YeJioBeK ?

— 3aueM Bbl MHE Bce 310 roBopute? — yAUBWICS I0HOIIA.

— Jla motomy uTo BBI, CTYIeHTBI, BCE OIMHAKOBbIE. BaM roBOpHUILIb «IJI0X0» — BBl TYT e ITbITa-
eTech 0Ka3aTh oOpaTHOoe. Bbl He maere paboTaTh Haj PYKOIKCHIO, YUTATh 3aMETKH, UTO 51 OCTABIISIO
Ha MOJISAX, UCIIPABIATh OIMOKU. A Bbl Tak BoOOIIe OTAe/bHbIN ciydail! 3abupaiite CBOIO pyKOIKCh,
Kak Bac?

— 3opuH 4, Hukomnait CrenaHoBUY, — OTBETWJI IOHOLLIA U, JOCTaB U3 HAIPYIHOTO KapMaHa NauKy
Manupoc, 3aKypwi. TeM BpeMeHeM MYXYMHA M3 W3/1aTeNIbCTBAa KOMAJCs B CTOIKE Oymar, IbITasich
YTO-TO HAWTH.
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— Bor, «3ooTsie Konocksi», Baie? — cnpocuit oH, TPOTATUBAsST PYKOIUCH.

— Moe, — ¢ gocaioii ckaszas napeHb U B3sUI CTONKY Oymar.

— Bcero noGporo, Mononoil 4einoBeK, — CKaszal MyKYMHA U, TIONPABHUB MUIAIY, YAATAJICS.
IOHoMma mocMoTpen Ha Gymaru v TIoTuIesicst 0OpaTHO K ckamelike. Ha Helt HUKOro He ObLI0, MyKYrHA
B 0€JI0M KOCTIOME TOXe Ky/Ia-TO YIIIes, BMECTE CO CBEPTKOM, IEPEMOTaHHBIM razetamu. 1 BRIOPOCHIT
OKYPOK U TOJOIIEN K I0HOILIE.

— He B3s7m1? — cripocu s1, u 6e3 TOro 3Hasi OTBET.

— Her, — B310XHY/ IapeHb U OTKUHYJICS HAa CIIMHKY CKaMEMKU.

— O uem nmIeNb? — COPOCKII 51, CTapasich 3aBecTy pa3roBop. OH NOCMOTpEIT HA MEHSI U TTPO-
Momyad. S gocran curapersl, NpeiioKuil eMy, OH OTKA3aJICs U JOCTaJl CBOM, a II0CJie, YUPKHYB CIINY-
KOM, JaJl IPUKYPUTb.

— Tyna? — cipocus1 OH, KUBHYB Ha U3JaTeJIbCTBO.

— Ara, — cornacuics 51 ¥ OTYEro-To B3/I0OXHYJ, Kak eclii Obl 51 TOXe MOJTydms1 oTkas. — becro-
JIE3HO, KaK JiyMaelllb? — IOMHTEPEeCcoBaJICH £l

— Ipoza? — cnpocust mapeHsb, B3sB Y MEHS TAarkKy.

— Jla Tak, OAMH pacckas, — OTYEro-TO MHE CTaJIO CThIIHO Ha3bIBaTh CBOIO PYKOIKCh POMaHOM
T0CJIe YBU/IEHHOM CLIEHBI C PEIAKTOPOM.

— O yeM OH? — CIPOCKJT IOHOLIA U, OTBJIEKIIKCH OT MalKH, [IOCMOTpPEJT Ha MeHs. B ToT MoMeHT
s pacTepsiics, Kak ecyiv Obl y MeHsI cripociid: «Ha Ko#t 4epT Tl )kuBelb ?». $1 He 3HaJ1, 4YTO OTBETUTD,
TaK Kak IMepecKas 3aHsul Obl MPOIOTKUTENBHOE KOJIMYECTBO BPEMEHH, a B IBYX CJIOBaX OOBSCHUTD,
0 YeM MOs1 PYKOIUCh, OBUIO HE TIPOCTO. S1 MPOCTO MOKa IIeYamMH.

— Torpa He cTOUT MBITATbCA. DTO OIUH U3 NEPBBIX BOIPOCOB, YTO OHM CIIPALIMBAIOT, AAXe
He yutas anHotaiu. He oretmn? YUrto x, uau, rope-nucarelib.

— A TBOI1 poMaH 0 YeM? — CIIpOCHII 1.

— O KpecThsIHCKOM KU3HU, OTMEHE KPEMOCTHOro MpaBa. Sl paccka3biBalo UCTOPHUIO CBOEH CEMBbH.
Moii ient BCio KU3HB B TIOJie paboTasl. YMep He/laBHO.

41 nuIb mokavall rojIoBOM, a OH BCTAJI CO CKAMENKH.

— IMouum no KanaHueBckoi, Ha BOK3aJle MUBO IOINbEM, — CKa3aJl MapeHb U MOCMOTpPEI
Ha MmeHs1. — [loligemre, a, Anekcanap? — oOpaTHICS OH KO MHeE.

— IMocroi, nocroit! OTkyna meHsi 3Haenib? — yauBwics . OH MOCTy4asl IO MOeW Marnke,
Ha KOTOpOH ObUIO HanucaHo: «Ajekcanap MruarbeBuy PUmatoB» 1 yabIOHYJICS.

— 41 Tebs1 coBceM He 3Haw. Hy Tak, ugenis?

— I'Nonwmm, Koib JIeJ10 TaKoe.

Jlo MUBHOIM MOXHO OBLIO H0OPAThCS MEIIKOM WM Ha TpaMBae, HO Mbl BHIOPAIM MPOUTHUCH.
VY camoro Bxofa B Kage OH BHIOPOCHII B ypHY CBOW pomaH. $1 Imesn ciefoM, MO3TOMY He3aMeTHO
JOCTaTh €ro OTTy/a He COCTaBIIIO Tpyaa. [Ioka OH KOro-To BeICMaTpuBal, 51 yOpasa ero poMaH B CBOIO
TMarky, 4YroObl MPOYecTb Ha Jocyre. B kade OblJI0 MHOTOMIOAHO, HAKYPEHO W LIYMHO. MBI B3sIH
IO JBa CTaKaHa M1BA U CEJIU B YIJIy, HO HE YCIIeJIU CAEJIaTh U MO INIOTKY, KaK K HallleMy CTOJTy MOJI0-
UM [1BA IOHOUIM, KOTOPBIX Cpa3y e y3HaJl MOM HOBBII 3HAKOMBI. OH MPUIIIACKT UX CECTh C HAMM.

— 3Hakombes, Ca, 3to Bragumup [omy6eB, — ykas3ain oH Ha OHOTO U3 HUX, XYJ0ro, Ooses-
HEHHO OJIe/IHOTO I0HOIITY B OYKaX, OYeHb THXOTO M HEBBIPA3UTENIBLHOTO. Y HEero ObLIM AJMHHBIE TOH-
KHe TaJblibl, AJIMHHAS Iesi, U CBOeW CYOTUJIbHOCTBIO OH HAIIOMWHAJ MHE NTEHIa, pa3Be 4TO ObLT
JOCTATOYHO BBICOKHM.

— A 310, — yKa3aJ1 OH Ha BTOPOT'0 I0HOIITY, O0Jiee MIIOTHOTO, C OTKPBHITHIM JOOPOLYIIHBIM JIUIIOM
Y BbIpa3UTeNIbHBIM B3MIsiioM, — Mbun IlaBen MuxaiinoBuy, HO juist Apy3eit npocto Wnbny. Tot
HEONOOPHUTENTHHO TIOKAYaJl TOIOBOM, cMOTpsi Ha Koo, HO HIYero He OTBETHIL

— ®unaroB Anekcanap MruarbeBud, — nozaoposaiica 1. — Msl ¢ HukonaeM no3HakoOMWIMCh
CErofIHsI, BMecTe ObLIIM B U3/1aTE/IbCTBE.

— U kak noxusaer toapul [IpbiTko? YTo Ha 3T0T pa3 ckazan? — nouHrepecopajcs [lasen.



['. KappsnoB. «[lostrueckas apepa»

— Hait yragaio: «B Bamem npousBeneHnu, ToBapuill 30pyH, HET OTPaKeHUs aBTOPCKOW KOH-
ternyy OpITusi. HeT 3akoHOMEpPHOCTH UCTOPUYECKOTO Pa3BUTHS U TeUeHUs )KU3HU B 1iesioM. Uto Bel
XOTeJIM CKa3aTh 3TUM Ipou3BeeHueM? 5 BOT 3/1ech Ha MONAX ocTaBWUI Bam nmomeTku, Bol yx OynbTe
TaK JTOOE3HbI, TPUMHUTE K CBEICHUIO», — OYeHb TOYHO Iepeasl MHTOHAIMIO B rojioce Braaumup,
1 oHu BaBoeM c [lameit paccmesiice.

— Her, Her, He Tak Bce ObLJ10, — CKBO3b cMeX nporoBopu [arna, — «CroxkeT He repeiaeT YeTKou
XapaKTEPUCTUKH TOTO BPEMEHH, s1 OBl Jake CKa3asl, 000CTpsieT BOCIPUUMYHUBOCTD MTPU MPOUYTECHUH.
B Bac Het TananTtal!», — 1 00paTU BHUMaHUEe Ha 30pUHA, OH BHUMATEIILHO CITYIIA, YBIOAJICS W TTAJT
MHBO.

— Ila, Tak 1 OBUIO, a 3aTEM OH CITPOCHJI, YTO 3TO 32 HA3BAHUE TaKOe, «30JI0ThIE KOJIOChsI»? OHO
MCKakaeT HPaBCTBEHHBIC M3JIOMBI JIUTEPATYPbI, — CKa3ad 30PHH, MIOIBITPAB JPY3bsIM.

— «HpaBcTBeHHBIE U3JIOMBI JIUTEPATyPbI», TIOMHIO, KaK ke. MHe BOT MHTEPECHO, STOT YeJIOBEK
cam MOHUMAeT TO, O YeM FOBOPUT? — cepbe3Ho cripocu [asent.

— Borock, uTo HeT. B 001ieM, Mbl TeOs1 IOHSTN, OTKa3 Oe3 MPUYKH U CJICICTBEHHBIX CBS3eH, —
ckazan Biagumup, u Koss noxan emy pyky.

— To1, kcTaTy, cerogns Kk YepHoBY uuTath efienib? — cpocu Bragumup.

— Her, 6e3 MeHs rocriofia, B 3TOT pa3 51 BOCHOIB3YIOCh TPABOM BETO U ITPOMYIILY CHEe MEPOIIPH-
ATHE.

— Hukonait, Ber He Moxete Tak moctynuth! Tem Oonee Exarepuna ®emopoBHa 3emckast
Oynet, — moaxBatui [laBert.

— He Exarepuna ®enopoBHa, a Ka-teHb-ka, — ckazan Bnagumup u 3aynsidancsa. Kons ke,
HA0OOPOT, IOMpaYHesI U PELINI IPOUTHOPUPOBATh YTOBOPHI IPY3CH.

UroObl Kak-TO pa30aBUTh PA3rOBOp, S MEXIy NEJOM CIPOCHI, KTO 3TOT camblii YepHOB,
Y Y3HQJI, YTO 3TO OTYMCIICHHBIN CTYJCHT, YUMJICS Ha OHOM Kypce ¢ 30pHHBIM, U3BECTEH TeM, YTO
ycTpous y ceOs1 B KBapTupe KIyO Mo3TOB W mucatesield. Tak kak cam YepHOB ObLT IMO3TOM, UM OH
oTaBai OoJblTiee MpenodYTeHre, a mpo3auky, Bpoae 3opuHa, Misrua u Bragumupa [ony6esa ripu-
XOIWJTU YK€ KaK CTapble 3HAKOMbBIC U BCET/Ia UMEJI BO3MOKHOCTh TIPOYECTh OTPHIBKM POMAHOB WJIH
KOpOTKHe pacckasbl. [Topoil pa3roBophl 0 JMTeparype Jake He HAYMHAJIKChH, U BCE 3aKaHUMBAJIOCh
KOHBSIKOM M CUTapeTaMu Tjie-HUOY/Ib Ha KYXHE, CPe HEMBITOU TIOCY/IBI M TYCKJIOTO CBETA JIAMIIBI.

Hudero crpanHoro B Tom, 4To Toc/ie OTKa3za B penakimu Koms He xoten uaru k YepHOBY,
He Ob110. Ho TOBapwuIiy, BUIUMO, C HEKOW HACMEIITKON OTHOCUJIHCH K €r0 OTKa3y U ObLIT HACTOWYHBHI.
CrycTst mapy 4acoB MbI BBIIILTH Ha YIUILY, T/ie ObUIO TIO-BECEHHEMY TeIlI0, a BO3AYX AbIIIAJ TEPBHIMU
HOTaMM BeUepHel mpoxJiajbl. MBI Bce-Taku noexaimu K YepHOBY, a TOUHee IMOILTH, TIOIMIAThIBASCh
Y TPOMKO 00CYXJasi HeJaBHO YIOMSIHYTOro ToBapuiia [IpeiTko. MUMO TTpOXOASINKUE JTIOIH C HEfIo-
BEepHEM CMOTpeNIM Ha Hac, a TIOPOM M BOBCE CTOPOHWIINCH, TIEPEXOAsA Ha JPYryl0 CTOPOHY YJIHIIBL,
XOTsI, MOXET, MHE 3TO U MOKa3aJI0ch. 5 He ObUT TOOUTEIeM IIIyMHBIX KOMIIAHUH, BO3MOKHO OTTOTO,
YTO BBIPOC B TIOPSIZIOUHON CeMbe TIeJaroroB, Math OblTa yuuTesaeM (hpaHIly3CcKOro, a OTerl ObUT Mpe-
nojasaresieM My3blkd. la 1 moTtoMm, Bce 3HakoMble octayiich B TBepu. Ilocie cemHaamaroro roga
sl pell yexatb B MOCKBY, HO CMOT OCYIIIECTBUTh CBOW OTBHE3[ JIMIIL ABYMS rojlaMu To3xke. B To
BpeMsI HayaJiach jKecTKast 00pbOa ¢ IepKOBbI0, MHOTHE U3 KOTOPBIX, ObLITH pa3rpadieHbl WX TIOMPO-
CTy pa3pylIieHsl. 5 yexan B caMoM Havasie AeBSITHAAIIATOrO rofia U U3 MUCEM MaTepy YyBCTBOBAJ, UTO
yexaJ B CAaMOM Hayajie Yero-To CTPAIIHOrO, O YeM OHA JIMIIh KPATKO YIOMUHAJIA, TOBOPS, YTO MOW
0The3/1 ObLT OYeHb KCTATH U UTO JIydille ObI U HE 3HaTh, UTO MPOUCXOIUT Ha poxHOU 3emie. Torma xe,
nepeOpaBimchk B MOCKBY, 51 cTajl padoTaTh Ha MEPBOM TOCYJapCTBEHHOW KOHIUTEPCKOH (padpuke,
KOTOpasi C 3TOr0 rojia Moyiyumnia Ha3BaHue «KpacHblil OKTAOphb». Yiias ¢ padpukw, st 3aHsUICS Tiepe-
BOJaMH C (ppaHITy3CKOrO sI3bIKa. B OCHOBHOM MOVIMH YCITyTaMU TOJIb30BAJIMCh CTYJCHTHI, § KOTOPBIX
[IOYTH Bcerna He ObUIO JeHeT.

JuciuriiHa B ceMbe, a 3aTeM M JIMYHas JUCIWILIMHA, HallpaBIeHHas Ha 3apa00TOK, HUKO-
I7a He JlaBajia MHe IOBOJIa /ISl IITyMHOTo Becesbsl. Ceituac ke, TO3HAKOMUBIIHCH C 30PHHBIM U €T0

9
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TOBApHILAMH, 51 He ObUT CKOBaH, U MHE 3TO HPAaBWJIOCh. MBI 1M aKKypaT K MOEMY JIOMY, TOKa
HE CIIPOCUJI, II€ K€ KUBET YepHOB.

— Ha Hemenxkon, 3aecy Hemgaieko, — ckasaa Miipny.

— A 10 MHe TaK WATU U UITH, — BO3pa3u 30puH, HO BCE PaBHO MPOJOJIKUI MyTh. [ OBOpUTH,
YTO 5 3[1€Ch KUBY HETNOANIEKY, He ObLJIO CMBICTIA, TAaK KaK, IPUHSIB MOM CJIOBA 32 MPUIJIAIIEHUE, MHE
He yeM ObLJI0 Obl yromarh rocteid. S KUBHYI, ¥ Mbl TTOLIUTA JAJTBIIIE.

Ksaprupa y YepHoBa pacrnionarajach Ha TPETbEM 3Taxe. B oabes/ie Hally marv pa3HOCUIACh
9XOM, MBI [TUTH MOJTYa, XOTSI €lIe Ha YJHILIe YTO-TO OypHO 00Cyskaanu. Ha 1ecTHUYHOM KJIeTKe, y OKHa,
KypWIHY /IBa MOJIOJIBIX YeJIoBeKa. BiiaiuMup KMBHYJI B UX CTOPOHY.

— Toxe k YepHoBy. Bunesn ux napy pas, — Ko KMBHYJI B OTBET.

JIBepb B KBapTUPy MPUOTKPBITA, Mbl BOLUIM M HE 3HAsl, CHUMATh JIM 3[€Ch MaJbTO WIN HET,
MOCMOTpEJT Ha OCTaJIbHBIX. Te, B CBOI0 Ouepe/ib, He LIEPEMOHSICh U KaK y ceOsl JoMa Hayajid CHUMATh
MaJIbTO U HUISATIBL.

— JIBepb 3a co0O0Ii He 3aKphIBaiiTe, ITycKai Oy/IeT OTKPhITA, el He BCE MPUIILIH, TPOCTO 3aXJI0M-
HUTE, — TOJIOC JJOHOCWJICS] OTKYJA-TO U3 TIIyOWHBI KBAPTUPbL. 3aTeM BBIIIEI U caM BJIafesel] rojioca.
310 OBLT MOJIOZION YEJIOBEK JIET JBAIIATU TISATH, IJIAIKO BHIOPUT, XOpoIro ofeT. [Ipudecka ¢ mpodo-
poM, OreiHast KOXa M Takue ke Oyie/IHble cepble T1a3a. VIMEHHO TakuM s U TIPECTABIIsI ce0e X03s-
MHa Beuepa, Topapuila YepHoBa, IOITOMY HUCKOJIBKO HE YIUBHICS eMy. MHeE Ka3aJloCh, UYTO MBI ke
OB 3HAKOMBI paHbIIle, HO BOT TOJILKO HE MOT BCIOMHHUTb, I7Ie ¥ IPU KaKUX 0OCTOSTEILCTBAX MOTJIa
MpOM30MTH 3Ta BcTpeva. OH ObLT KJIACCMYECKUM BOIUIOIIEHUEM CTY/IEHTa JIUTEPaTypPHOTO YHUBEp-
CHUTETa WU, MOKET, OTHOTO U3 TeX 3alla/HbIX, O KOTOPBIX MHE JOBOJWJIOCH JIMIIIb CJIbIILIATS.

— 310 BH? — yauBwics YepHos, yBuaeB Hac. — [Ipoity MeHs npocTuts, s gymai 3o Epemun
u [TokpoBckuii BepHyMCh. OHU, TOTKHO OBITh, €Ilie KypsAT Ha JIECTHUIIE.

— MBI uX BCTpeTWIN, OHU TaM, — CKa3asl Biaaumup, ykassiBast Ha ABEPb.

— Hy 4ro %, Musnioctu nporry, — YepHOB MHe MOKa3aJICsl YeJI0OBEKOM MPHATHBIM, 3TO OBLIO MOE
MIEPBOE BIIEYATIIEHUE O HEM.

— Pan 1eb6s Bupets. Bnaropapu Mnbsnva u T'omyGeBa, 4To CMOIIM MEHSI TIPUTAIUTD, 51 9yTh
ObLIO He yIesn JoMoH, — npusHaiicst Koms, moxumasi pyky YepHoBy.

— Cnyuunnoch 4T0? — CIIpOCHII TOT.

— 51 ceronus 6w y IIphITKO. . .

— Hy, Torga Bce siCHO, MPOXOJU, pacCKaXelllb, — C IOHUMaHKUEM IPOroBOpuI1 YepHOB.

— Ilo3Bonb ipeacTraBuTh, 310 PusaroB Anekcanap UrnatbeBud, — ckazai 30puH U TPOMYCTUI
MeH$ BIepell.

— Bcerpa panx Bunets, YepHOB, — O0JIbIlie OH HEe CKa3asl HUYero, H1 UMeHd, HU (haMUJINH, Y4TO
s CHauaJIa MpUHSLT 32 HEBEKECTBO, KOTOPOE HOBBIN 3HAKOMBII MOT MPUHSATH 332 MTaHKOPATCTBO, 0Opa-
THUCh 51 K Hemy 1o ¢damminu. Ho, kak oka3anoch, ero 3To He CMyILAJIo, OH JIMIIb KPEIKO M0kKaJl MHE
PYKY ¥ mo3BaJ Bcex B KomHaty. KBaprupa y YepHoBa Oblia MPOCTOpPHASI, C BBICOKMMH MOTOJIKAMH,
yIOOHBIMU JIMBAaHAMH M KpeclaMu, OOJIBIIMM CTOJIOM U IIKa(OM BO BCIO CTEHY, KOTOPHIN JIOMHJICS
OT MHOXECTBA KHHUT.

— IToa3us, npoza? — cipocust YepHOB, CIIOBHO 3TO ObUT BOIIPOC, YETO JKeJAl0T TOCTH, Yasi WIn
kode. JInib no oOpaleHHbIM Ha MeHsI B3IJIsIaM, 5 TIOHSUI, YTO BOIPOC 0OpallieH KO MHe.

— IIpo3a, — pacTepsAHHO OTBETUII f.

— Ot 30puHa MOXXHO OKMIATh JMIIb Mpo3aukoB. [la-c. Ho Hazjexja Ha MpeKpacHbIX U MOJIO-
ObIX TTIO9TOB, KOTOPBIE MEPECTYIIAT MOPOT HAIIero Kiyda, KMBET BO MHE BCET/la, — €ro CJIoBa 5 Ipu-
Hs1JT OBl 32 TeaTPaJIbHBIE MOHOJIOT, €C/IM Obl OH HE TOBOPWJI 3TO C JIOJIEH TPYCTH, U HA JIMLIAX MOUX
HOBBIX 3HAKOMBIX HEe OBUIO CTOJIb SIBHOTO COCpefoTOodYeHHs. — YTo X, mociymiaem Bac ceropns, —
Y JIMIIb TI0CTIe 3THX CJIOB OH YJIBIOHYJICS, M BCE BOKPYT TOXKe BBIOXHYIW. HampsixeHue mpomnaso,
Wby ¢ lonmyGeBbIM HaYamm AeuTh Kpecio, a Komsi ¢ YepHOBBIM yIIUTM Ha KYXHIO 32 allepuTHBOM,
a sl IPUHSIICA PasIsibiBaTh KHUTH. $1 Takke oTMeTw st ceOs1, uTo YepHOB rOTOB MPHUHSTH K cede
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Bcex 0e3 MCKJIIOUEHHs U eMy Ha CaMOM Jiejie He BaKHO, OTKY/A Thl Y3HAJ O €r0 KJIyOe U MUIIIEIb JIN
ThI BOOOIIE. B rocTsx y Hero Mor okasarbcsi a0COMIOTHO IOCTOPOHHUE YeJIOBEK C YJHIIBL, U OH OyJieT
BEXJIMB M BHUMATEJIEH K TOCTIO, TaK ke KaK M K OCTaJIbHBIM 3HAKOMBIM. Takast HecpopmasibHast 0OcTa-
HOBKa JIMIIb pacronaraja K oOIIeHHI0, a OLIYIEHHE, YTO Thl B TOCTSAX, 00OPBAJIOCH YKe Ha TIOpore
1 OOJIbIlle HE BOHUKAJIO Y MEHSI HUKOT/IA.

B xomuary Bonum Epemun u TTokpoBCKMiA, OHU Aepkasuch 000COOIEHHO, OecenoBaiv
0 CBOEM, CIIOPIJIM M He 0OpaIliagy HUKaKoro BHUMaHUs Ha OKpyxkaonmx. OHu ObLIM CTaplie Hac,
crapiie YepHoBa B TOM 4YMCIie, BOBMOXHO, UM ObUIO 3a Tpuanarh. Mexay ux ¢pasaMu TSIHY-
JIMCh MUHYTBI, Ha JIMLIAX 3aCThlIa 33 JyMYMBOCTb, TOBOPWJIM HECHENIHO. S BepHysics K Bragumupy
1 Vnbudy, KOTOpbIE MOAETMIN KPecia v, Ka3aluoch, ObLITA JOBOJIbHBI 3aHSTHIMU MECTAMU.

— YT0 OHM TaM Tak Jonro? — crpocuil Minbnd, crapasich BbIIISIHYTh B IBEPHOU ITPOEM.

— Tel pa3Be He 3Haelb 0 MOCTy/IaTe KyXOHHOTO IPOCTPAHCTBA? — cripocui Binagumup, 3aaym-
YHMBO paccMarpuBasi Oymaru, KOTOpble JOCTasl M3 BHYTPEHHEro KapMaHa CBOETO MUIKAKA.

— MBI 310 00CY X121 B IPOLUIBII pa3, OCTaBUM, — OTMaxHyJcst Vimbrd. — Yto 3a kapakymm?

— JIymaio, Kakoi OTpbIBOK CETOfIHSI IPOYECTb.

— «Kanwuran ¢ npuyana Hagexapi» ? — cipocu Vbid, HO TOT He OTBETHII, @ MOKET OBbITh, JaXe
Y HE YCIIBIa, YX OOJbHO BIyMYHMBO YUTA.

1 BBIIIIENT B KOPUIOP M TIOIIEJN Ha KYXHIO, 3TO OblIa TepBasi ABEPb OT BXOA M0 KOPUIOPY; YKe
OKa3aBILMCh HAIPOTUB, s BAPYT YCJbIILIAI, KAK CKPUITHYJIA BXOJHAsI ABEPb, U MOBEpHYJCA. B kBap-
THPY BOIILIA )KEHIIMHA B ITTMHHOM TAJIbTO U MUISATIE «KOJOKOJIBHUIIE», N3-TI0J KOTOPOW BHIOMBAJIHCH
KyZpu ppokEX Bosioc. Cama keHIMHa Oblia Xy/asi, o[ek/1a BIucesa Ha Hell, 4To ObLIO TaK XapaKTepHO
IJTs1 HBIHEIITHEeW MOJIBI: JJTMHHBIE TUIAThS C 3aCTEKKOW-MOJIHHUEH, WM KOCTIOMBI «TpyOa», Ha3BaHHBIE
TaK 3a CBOIO OechOpMEeHHOCTh. B HUX He MoguepKUBaiach Talus, XOTs WHOTA KEHIIMHBI UCIIOb-
30BaJIM Y3KHME PEMHHU, KOTOpbIe OBLIN TaK ke HeOpe:KHO U CBOOOIHO MOBs3aHbl. Ha 1iee y Hee ObuI
IJTMHHBIN, Jerkuii mapd. OHa Iepxaiia B pyKax BETOUKY BepObl 1, TIOCMOTPEB Ha MEHsI, YJIHIOHY/IaCh.

— YepnoB! Berpeuaii MeHs1! — KpUKHY/Ia OHA M PaCKMHYJIA PYKU B CTOPOHBI. TyT ke ¢ KyXHU
JOHECTHCH OBICTPBIE AT, U B KOPUAOpe OKa3auch YepHOB U 30pHH.

— Karenbka, noporasi, s1 yx 6su10 mogymai, Bel He mpuzete! Kak xe st pan Bac Buzgets! I1os-
BosibTe Baiie nassro, — YepHOB MOACKOUYMII K KEHILMHE U TIOMOT el CHATh najibTo. OHa oka3aiach
B JIJIMHHOM KPEMOBOM IIaThe C PSIOM YE€PHBIX MyroBUIl. YepHOB, CTOUT OTMETUTbH, ObUT YEJIOBEKOM
BBICOKMM, M KaKOBO ke ObLIO YBUJETh KEHIIUHY NMPUMEPHO €ro POoCTa PIOM, MOXET, YyTh HUKE.
CH#IB 1AM U TIOJIOKUB €€ Ha TyMOy, OHA TONPaBWIIa BHIOMBIIHIACS JIOKOH BOJIOC.

— 3npascrByiiTe, Exkarepuna ®eopoBHa, — N0340poBasicss 30prH U OTBEJ B3IJISL.

— Hukonaii, kakas xe s Ekarepuna ®egoporna? 3abynpre! — ynuBuiach xenmmna. — s Bac
s ipocto Ka-TeHb-ka! — 51 TyT ke BcnoMHuII, Kak Mitery u Biagumup ¢ noxosxei MHTOHALIMEN Ha3bl-
Bau ee «Karenpkoi». Tereps st HOHMMAI, K yeMy ObLTA 3TH pa3roBopbl. Eil ObLIO yke 3a TpUaIaTh,
HO CTOJIb CYACTJIMBOW Y KPAaCUBOM KEHIIMHbBI MHE ellle He JOBOAWIOCh BUIeTh. OHa IENICTBUTEIBHO
oyapoBbiBaJia BceX BOKpYT. C ee Mpuxoa0M NOSBUJIOCH OIIYIIEHUE MPAa3IHUKA, JETKOr0 BECEHHETO
Betpa. Kazanocs, o Bceil KBapTupe IpoOHeccsl BUXPb €€ JyXOB U3 )KaCMUHA, a MOKET, U cupeHu. OHa
nojionuia K 30puHy ¥ OOHSUIA €ro Kak O4YeHb OJIM3KOro el uenoBeka. Takue Teruible M UCKpPEeHHHUE
OOBATHS MBI MOJKEM BUIETh Ha BOK3aJIaX, KOTOPBIE MPOMCXOASIT MEXKTy MPOBOXKAIOIIMMHE U yOBIBAIO-
UMY B JAAJIbHUNA MYTh JIIOABMUA. MBICITH O TETUIBIX BCTpEYax Ha BOK3aJle He ObLIO, 3TO 3HAUMIIO Obl
CITIOKOWCTBHYE, BO3BpAIllcHUE. A 3T OOBATUS ObLTM TIOXOXKH Ha Tpareivio U Heclu B cebe TpeBory
U JIOJIIO TIOTEPH.

— Karenbka, mpoiy 00UTh 1 kanoBath, Asnekcanip PuaaToB, Mpo3auk, — YepHOB Kak Obl crie-
[IAJIbHO TIOJYEPKHYJ TOT (DaKT, Aejast aKIEHT Ha MOC/IeTHEM CJIOBE, HO 3TO ObUIO CKa3aHO OOJIbIIe
LIyT$l, YEM BCEPbE3.

— Karenbka, — mponsHeca )eHIMHA U IPOTSHYJIa MHE CBOIO OeJyio pyKy AJisi noxarusi. Pac-
TEePSIBLINCH, 1 B35J1 €€ PYKY U, HAaKJIOHUBILIMCh, ITOLIEIOBAIL.
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— Vous etes charmant,' — ¢ yneiOko# pousHecia Karenbka Ha yuctoM ¢ppaHiry3ckom. 13 ee
YCT 3TO MPO3BYYANIO TaK JIETKO, KaK €c/iv Obl OHA MPOCTO B3OXHYJIA.

— Ravi de vous rencontrer,?> — mpousHec s, He BeITycKas ee pyKy. OHa CKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY, a BTO-
PYIO PYKy IPWJIOKUTIA K TPYAH.

— YepHOB, ThI YTO-HUOYb MOHSLT? — cripocut Kot

— Ila, oHM OYeHb pajibl MO3HaKOMUTHCs. Ho moyemy Ha panity3ckom? — ynuBuiics YepHoB.

— Or BocxuIlleHUsI 1 BCerga roBOpPI0 MO-(ppaHITy3CKH, — Mpu3Haiack KaTeHpka M mpomuia
Ha KyXHIO Bciies 3a YepHOBBIM.

Mbi ¢ 30prHBIM BBIIUIM B TIOIbE3]] U TIONOIUIM K OKHY, Ille YyTh paHbiie Kypwin Epemun
u ITokpoBckuid. 30puH JOCTAI NAMPOCH], U Mbl 32Ky pHUIIH.

— C Karenbkoii Mbl MO3HAKOMWJIUCH NApPY JIET Ha3aj, 3/1ech, y YepHoBa. [lomHI0, Kak omas/ibl-
BaJI, Cpa3y C roe3ja rnoexail K HeMy. 3aX0Xy B KBapTHUPY U CJIBIIIY, KaK M3 KOMHATBI JOHOCUTCS
keHcKul ronoc. OHa Toraa unrana «[porHer pyka, mompaniss Inanb». He pasmeBasich, mporien
B KOMHATy, a TaM noceperHe KoMHaThl ctouT KateHbka. f mociyman 10 KoHIa 1 ObLT B BOCTOpre
OT TOrO, KaKk OHa YuTaeT. ;KEeHIMHBI-TIO3THI B HAIlle BpeMs — OOJIbIIIasi PeIKOCTh, & XOPOIINe KeH-
IIMHBI-TIOSTH — eMI€ OoJIbIasi peIKOCTb, — ybIOHYcs Kosns. Bosnbliie oH HIYero MHe He paccKasbl-
BaJI, Mbl MOJTYa JJOKYPUJIA ¥ BEPHYJIUCh B KBAPTHPY.

Ha ctone y»e 611 TOTOB aniepuTHB, Mbl BBIAJIK. [Tociie mpuItuiy erie rocTy, pUHECN KOHbSIK,
BUHO. 3aBSI3JIMCh Pa3rOBOPbI, YaCTO BCIIOMHUHAMU COOpHUK «CecTpa MOsi — *KWU3Hb», BBIIIEIIINI
B 9TOM T'O/ly ¥ CTaBIIMI HACTOSAIIUM COObITHEM. [ MHOTO, YacTO XOOUIM Ha MIEPeKyp B MOAbE3,
3aTeM BO3BPAIAIMCh, YATATIM CTUXU U TIPO3Y, MOCTIe MTPOUTEHUS IILJTH JOJITHE 1 OypHBIE 0OCY:KISHHUS,
criopbl. KareHnpka oOmaiack co BCeMH Tak ke TeIUio U MpuBeTIMBO. MHOraa oHa cuaena B Kpecie
¥ CMOTPs1 B OKHO. Ho, ycTibIiiaB ybe-To YTeHHE, OHA OTBJIEKAIach OT CBOMX JAyM, M BCE € BHUMAaHHUE
ObLIIO CKOHIIEHTPHUPOBAHO HAa TBOPYECTBE.

Brnagumup umtan oTpelBOK M3 cBoero poMana «Kamutan ¢ mpuuana Hanmesxnaer», u s ObLT
B BOCTOpre OT €ro yMeHMs TaK JIAKOHMYHO M3JIaraTb CBOM MBICJH. DTO OBUIO BEIWKOJIEHHOE IMpPO-
YTeHHWe, a caM pOMaH oOela cTaTh OYeHb CHJIbHON KHUTod. B Kakoi-TO MOMEHT s movMait ceOst
Ha MBICJTH, YTO 1y, Koraa ske OyneT uutath Karenbka. [Ipruem s BUIEa TOT MOMEHT MIMEHHO TaKUM,
KakuM onmicast MHe 3opuH. Kaxapiil pa3 mocie nepekypa s 3aX0oAui B KBapTUPY W PUCITYIINBAJICS,
HE YMTaeT Jiu oHa. M cTonso MHe nmogymaTh 00 9ToM, Kak UepHOB Boles B KOMHATY, a 32 HUM Ipo-
nuta KareHbka.

—locnona, MHE cTOMIIO OONBINUX YCHITUHA MPOCUTH HAITY TOCTBIO TPOYECTh HAM CBOM CTHXH.
AyMalo, Bbl, KaK U sI, OCTAHETECh HEPABHOMYIIIHBIMU K THUM Ipon3BeeHUsIM. OH OIyCTHIICS B KPECIIO.
Bce oOpatuim cBoe BHUMaHME Ha XKEHIMHY, CTOSIIYIO TIOCPE KOMHATHI, KOTOPast FOPIO MOAHSIA
rOJIOBY M CMOTpeJia Ha Hac, a 3aTeM, B3/I0XHYB, Hauajla YUTaTh:

Pyka He nporHer Bce pa3garb, HE JOPOKY,
Crpe0alo B Kyuy YKpaieHusi 1 KaMHH,

Ha onycreBiumii oM U 3aneprsie CTaBHU

V 3anepThIX BOPOT, B IOCTIEAHUN Pa3 IVIAKY.

Xouy, 4T0O MOMHWI, 3HAI, s OnaromapHa Baw,
MHe Tak Jerko gocrajach 3Ta JKU3Hb,

Yro uHOrAA, OT CYACThS1, MHE I'OJIOBY KPYXKMT,
[Tycth roBopsT: «OHa 6onbHa. ..» {1 Bce pazaam.

! Bui, ouapoBatesbHbI (ppany.)

2 [TpusaTHO no3HakoMUThCA (hpary.)
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U rosoc He 3ByYHT M BCKOPE CMOJIKHET,
ITon 3aHaBec uay, yCKOpUB IIar,

[Tyctb THE-TO B ITyOUMHE OOJWT jyIia,

He nopoxy, s Bce pa3gam, pyka He APOTHET.

Karenbka MokJIOHMIACh, a CAYIIATENM 3aallJIOIUPOBAIIM, HEKOTOPBIE MPUCYTCTBYIOIIME JaxXe
BCTAJI CO CBOUX MECT, HACTOJILKO MPEKPACHBIM OBLIO 3TO BHICTyIUICHHE. S mocMoTpen Ha 30puHa.
OH cMoTpeJT CJIOBHO CKBO3b HEE, TAKUM OTPEIIEHHBIM 51 ero He Bujen. OH u3peka XJjonai, CJIOBHO
Y3 YBaXEHUsI, U Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO TyMaJl O YEM-TO CBOEM.

Ha ynuiy mMbl BBHIIUTA OKOJIO IBYX 4aCOB HOUH, CTOSUTH JIOJITO Y TOIbE3/1a, KYPHIH, 00CYyK-
JaJTU CETOTHSIIITHUM Beuep, v, T00OEIaB BCTPETUTLCSI CHOBA, KaK/IbIA MOIIIENI CBOEH JIOpOroi. S Obu1
OYEHb TIbsIH, WHOTI/IA OCTAHABJIMBAJICA OT YCTAJIOCTH, B OMUH MOMEHT 3a0Iyauiics U J0JITO Opoau
JIBOpaMHU, THITAsICh HAaWTH 3HaKOMble MecTa. Yynom BbIles Ha MapKCcoBy yaUIy U yXke He cremia
JIoIIIe]T A0 J0Ma.
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I'nmasa 11

[MpocHysics st oT myma 1ok as. Karum crydany rno cTekiy v nonajaiy B OTKPHITYIO (POPTOUKY.
Cpnenas Han coOOH ycuiue, st BCTaT U 3aKpbLT OKHO. ['onoBa Gostena, XoTenoch nuTh. 5 onesncs u cae-
nan cebe vaid. [TepeOupast B maMsITU BUESPAITHHI JIeHb, s1 BCNOMHII 30puHa, Bragumupa u Unenya,
Hallly BCTpevy B IMMBHOM, a 3aTeM Beuep y YepHoBa. BbuIO ollyIieHre, 4To BCe 9TO ObLT JIMIIIb COH,
HO OOJIbHASI TOJIOBA TOBOPMIIA 00 0OpaTHOM. §1 Halles1 CBoM BeIlM PACKUAAHHBIMU T10 BCEW KBapTHUpE
U TanKy, B KOTOpoW ObLT poMaH 30puHa «30JI0ThE KOJIOChs». MHE CTalo O4eHb HEJIOBKO, YTO s
ero 3amojiydus Takum 00pas3oM, Belb Mor npocto crpocuts y Komu ero nmpoyects. C ocratkamu
Yasi s BHOBb TOJIOIIEN K OKHY M TIOyMaJl, YTO HE UMEI0 U MAJICHIIIErO MPe/ICTABICHUs O TOM, KaK
BCTPETUTHCS TeNlepb C HUMU, KaK BIIPYT B CO3HAHUU SIPKOM BCIIBIIIIKOW YTO-TO MPOMEJIBKHYJIO, 3aTPO-
HYB Ccepilie. DTO HEM3BECTHO paHee UyBCTBO OBUIO MPUSATHBIM, HO YTO K€ BIPYT TaK CUJILHO MEHS
BCTpeBOXMIO? SIpKasi BCIBIIIKA KPACHBIM ellle pa3 MpoHeciach B Moel mamsTH. $1 3amep, MbITasch
TOJTyYIIle CKOHIICHTPUPOBATLCSI HA HEl, M CJIOBHO CKBO3b TOJIOTHO HAyasl BHIPHMCOBBIBATHCS 00pas.
«KareHbka», — IPOHECIOCh Y MEHS B TOJIOBE, U BCIIBIIIKA MTPEICTANIA MEpeo MHOM ee PhKUMHU BOJIO-
camu, a 3aTeM OHa MOBEpHYJIach KO MHE. fI BcMaTpuBasics B ee JIMIO B IIyOMHAX MaMsTH, a TIOTOM
HayaJ IymaTh O ee CTHXax M O HallleM CTPAHHOM 3HaKOMCTBE. 30pHH Buepa ObLT CKPBITHBIM, U TTOHA-
Yajry, IIPUHSIB €r0 MPeUIOKEHUE BBITH Ha MIEPEKYP, sl TOCYUTAII ITO 32 BIIOJIHE JIPYKECKOE TOBEpHe
C €ro CTOPOHBI, HO HUYETO, KpOMe KaK O CBOEM 3HaKoMcTBe ¢ KaTeHbkoii, KOTOpoe MPOU30IILIO Mapy
net Ha3an y YepHOBa, OH MHE TaK U He cKaszajl. HacTpoeHue yaydImiiock, v OlIylieHre OT Buepail-
HEro Beuyepa CTaju elle CBeT/iee, HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO 32 OKHOM CTOSUT CEPBIN U JIOKIUBBII JEHb.

JlornuBasi OCTaTKW 4asi, s MpoIe] B KOMHATY, Ilie ceJl Ha CBOUM pabouuii croi. Ilo BcTpeun
¢ UepHOBBIM MeHS BIOJIHE YCTpauMBal MOW CTOJ, 3[1eCh ObUIO IOCTAaTOYHO MECTa, B SIIIMUYKE BCe-
r71a ObUTM CBEUM M YepPHWJIA, a CBET Majall Kak Henb3s jrydiie. Terneps ke, mocie NOoceleHus KBap-
THPBI YepHOBa, C €ro OTAEIbHBIM pad0oYrM KaOMHETOM, TIeYaTHOM MaIIMHKON 1 HEOOJIBIITMMU KOPOO-
KaM¥ C YepHWJIAMH, KapaHJamaMy 1 OyMarou, s1 MOYyBCTBOBAJ ceOsl HE CTONb YBEPEHHO, KaK elle
BYepa. OTOrHaB OT ceOsl 3TU MBICIH, 51 B3SUI MKy CO CBOUM POMAHOM M «30JIOTHIMU KOJIOChSIMU»
3opuHa. [la, myckail BUepamrHuid JIeHb ObUI MHTEPECHBIM U sI CMOT TIPEKPACHO OTAOXHYTh B KPYTy
€IMHOMBIIIJICHHUKOB, HO 3TO BCE CTOMJIO MHE BCTPEYHM C CEKPETapeM M3/1aTesIbCTBA, O KOTOPOM MBI
JOTOBapUBAIMCH 3apaHee. S OblT Ha ceds OueHb 30I1, TaK Kak Heygaya Hukonas He naBana MHe
IpaBa COMHEBAThCSI B CBOEM pOMaHe, a BeIb 51 Jake YCThIauics ero. Buepa 30puH ckasai, 4to jaxe
HE CTOUT IBITAThCS OT/IATh PYKOIKCh, a Be/Ib €CJIM OBl 51 CITYIIAJT KakKJIOro, KTO MHE TOBOPHUJI «HE CTOMT
TBITATHCS», s CHIEN OBl 10 CHX 1op B TBepH U B JTydllieM Cllydae JaBajl YacTHbIC YPOKH (PpaHIy3CKOro
WM TIOIMEHSUT MaTh B IIIKOJIE 10 ee PeKOMEHAAIMu. S ToTdac e BCKOYMII, B3SIB MAJIbTO, MUY
Y TIATIKY C POMAHOM, BBIIIET U3 IOMa. Y3Ke 3HAKOMOU JJOPOroii 51 100paics O U3AaTeIbCTBa, HO 37eCh
MEHsI 5K/1aJ710 HOBOE pa30uapOBaHKe — IBEpY ObUIM 3aKPHITHL. S TOCMOTpE B OKHA Ha TIEPBOM, a 3aTeM
Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe, U BCloay Obuto TeMHO. [ToHuMasi, 4To, BO3MOKHO, 9TO ObUI OIMH U3 HEMHOTHX
IIAHCOB, YTO YEJIOBEKY JAeTCs B )KM3HU M KOTOPBIH 5 TIO CBOEH JIETKOMBICJIEHHOCTH YITYCTHJI, MHOW
OBJIa/IeNIO HACTOsAIIee OTYasiHUe. [IeHer y MeHsl B TO BpeMsl IOYTH He BOAWJIOCH, & TOW MEJIOYH, 4TO
3BeHesIa B KapMaHe, XBaTuiIo Obl pa3Be uTo Ha cTakaH nvBa Ha KamanueBckol rutomany. $1 Hampa-
BUWJICS TY/Ia, TIO/IHSIB BOPOTHUK U MOCHJIbHEE 3aBs3aB 1mapd BOKPYT IIEH.

37ech MajIo YTO M3MEHWIOCh CO BUEPAIIIHErO JHS, pa3Be UTO JoJed ObUIO ropasio MEHbIIE.
3aHsIB TOT ke CTOJI, YTO M BUepa, 5 B3sU1 JBa CTaKaHa NuBa. B kapmaHe Hanwmchk curapetsl. Jlocras
OfIHY, 5 TIOKPYTHJI €€ MaJbliaMu, HaOMoIast 32 POXOASAIIMME MUMO JIIoAbMHU. [IprBOK3asIbHbIE TIHB-
Hble ObUTH 9yTh JIM HE SIMHCTBEHHBIM MECTOM, TJie Ha TeOsi He CMOTPEJIM KOCO, BeJlb, MOKET OBbITb, 51
XKy CBOETO IMoe3/1a, U KTO 3HaeT, Kyla OH MeHs yBe3eT. OKaxuch 51 B KakoM-HUOyIb Kade U 3aaep-
KUCh TaM JIOJIbIIE TAPBl YACOB, MOIJIA OTKPHITHCSI ICTUHHASI HHKYEMHOCTD YeJIOBeKa, K TOMY K€ TaK
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CKBEpPHO OfIETOTO, Kak si. Bce ObUIO MPOCTO — eMy MPOCTO He Kyla UIATH, a 3[4eCh, Thl MOT OBITh KEM
YTOJHO: YOBIBAIOIINM, MTPUE3KAIOIIUM, 2 MOXKET, e BCTPEYAIOIIUM KOT0-TO U3 AajIbHE! MOE3/IKH.

$1 OTKpBUI ManKy, ¥ IepBoe, YTO MHE OPOCHIIOCH B IJIa3a — HA TUTYJILHOM JIMCTE ObLT OOpaTHBIN
anpec 3opuna. Kt oH Ha OJBXOBCKOM, B ABAAIATH CEIBMOM JOME, UYTO OBUIO He TaK JaJieKo, U
TIO/TyMaJl, UTo, JIOTHB IMUBO, CMOTY TyJa OTIIPABUTLCS, TIPaBa, COBEPILICHHO HE UMEJT ITPeACTaBIICHUS,
Kak 51 0003Hauy cBOU BU3UT. OO TOM sI perI MogyMaTh 1o JOPOre.

[Tpoxoms mumo xpama Benmrkomyuyenrnka HUKWTBI, 9TO OBLT B KOHIIE MOEH YITUIIBI, S TIO TIPH-
BBIYKE [EPEKPECTUJICS, HO 3aTeM YBHU/IEN HECKOJIBKO IMPOXOKHUX, KOTOPBIE CMOTPEJIM Ha MEHS C TPEBO-
TOM, U, MOMMaB Ha ceOe MOH B3IJIsA]l, OHU TYT € OMYCTHJIN T'OJIOBBI ¥ TIPOJOJIKUIIN CBOM MyTh, YTO-TO
6opmoua cede moj Hoc. S MOHMMAJT, YTO MEPEKPECTUTHCS Y IIEPKBH B TO BpeMsl, KOT/1a BO BCell CTpaHe
UJIeT MX YHUYTOXEHHE U OTKa3 OT PEJIUTUU, BBHITJISIIUT JEUCTBUTEIILHO CTPAIIHO, KaK TUIEBOK B CTO-
POHY HOBO# BiiacTu. To TaM, TO 3/1eCh LIEPKOBHBIE 3eMJIU Tiepexoauiu Bo Biajaenue ['TIY, a 3nanus
HIEpKBEH MCMOb30BAIMCH O] I0Ma OECTIPU30PHUKOB, KOTOPHIMHU ObLT HABOJHEH ropof. 1 mocMoT-
pes Ha XpaM, U3 HEero BHIXOAWJIM MPUXOKaHe, U MHE CTalo HeMHoro Jjerde. [loopasimce 10 Oub-
XOBCKOW YJIMIIBI, S HAIIIET AOM 30puHA. DTO ObLIIO HEOOJBIIIOE IBYXITAXKHOE 3/IaHUE C AKKYPATHBIMU
OKHAMH M TIOJbE3[I0OM CO ABOpPA, a YK€ CJIEA0M 3a HUM PacIoarajaoch BBICOKOE YETHIPEXITAKHOE
3naHue. B mogbesse naxiio chlpoCThbio, CO CTEH OCHINANach ITYKaTypKa. S HOgHSIICS Ha BTOPOW 9Tax
1 noctyyvai B kBaptupy Komu. Yepe3 MraHoBeHue iBepb OTKPBLUIACH, HA TIOPOTe CTOSUT 30pUH U YIWB-
JIEHHO Ha MEH$1 CMOTpeEJI.

— ToI Kak 31ech? — cipocut oH. — Hy, npoxonu-npoxoau, yero Bcran?

[Tpoiinsa B kBapTupy, s pacckaszain Kosie o cBoeM yTpeHHeM MOXOJe B U3ATENbCTBO U O TOM,
KaK HallleJ ero ajpec.

— Hy, Th1, Opart, maems! Byaro He 3Haelb, O KaKUM JTHAM OHU paboTaioT? A HacyeT MOUX
«KomnocweB» 51 He cepiKych, TPOUTH, MOKET ObITh, TIOHPABUTCS.

Kgaprupa y 3opuHa Obl1a HeOOMbIIast, KW OH OIWH, B KOMHATE ObLJIO MPAYHO, BE3/IE JIeKAIH
rOpBI KAKOT0-TO XJIama, Tpsmbs, KHUT. OH cocalicst Ha To, uyTo codupaetcs B [lerepOypr, v mpocu
MPOILEHUSI 32 CTOJIb HEYOPaHHYI0 KOMHATY.

— 3Haelb, MHE BYepa B TOJIOBY IPHUIILIA OIHA MbIC/Ib. ECM cocTaBuIlb MHE KOMITAHUIO, MBI
OTIpaBUMCS B OJMKANIITYIO TIMBHYIO, U 51 Bce TeOe paccKaxky, — 30pruH cOOMpaICs U yxke ObUT TOTOB
BBIXOJJUTh, TIOSTOMY TPHIIUIOCH COTTIACUTHCSA. MHe ObIJI0O MHTEPECHO Y3HATh, BO YTO OH XOTeJl MEHSs
TIOCBATHUTb.

O0oiiis Bce MecTa, T/ie HAIMBAJIM, U HU Hal/Is HUYEro MOIXOASAIIEro 1Mo KapMaHy, Mbl BHOBb
okazaimich Ha KanaHueBckoit rutomaam, e s Obul mapy yacoB Hazan. [lo gopore mbl oOcyxaanu
pa3Be 4TO TMOrody, O CBOEM pasroBOpe OH IMpeAroyes yMmMoadaTh A0 Oonee MoAXoAsieit oOcTta-
HOBKH. Hapoyy B 3aBeieHUM MONPUOABUIIOCH, ObIJIO HAKYPEHO U IyITHO. 30PHH B3sUT rpahviH BOIKU
1 OJTIofIIIe ¢ KYCOYKaMH caia v Kodackl. BEINMB MO plOMKe, OH 3aKypWJI ¥ IPUIBUHYJICS YyTh OJNUKE.

— I Buepa, korga cnyman Exarepuny ®enopoBHy, HACTOJIBKO IIPOHUKCS €€ CTUXAMU, YTO JaXe
cMor ce0s1 yOeuTh, UTO TI093UsI eCTh BeHell TBOpUeCcTBa. 3Haelllb, EkatepuHa ®eopoBHA — YacThii
roctb y YepHOBa, HO BOT TOJILKO YTOBOPHUTD €€ IMPOYECTh — TO, 3HAEIIIb JIM, OpaT, JeI0 HEMpPOCToe.
WHorma, KoHeuHo, OHA U cama He MPOoYb, HO 3TO OBIBAET, YBBI, KpaiiHe peaKo. S Bceraa ¢ Takum yIio-
€HMEM BCIIYLIMBAIOCh B €€ I0JI0C, YTO KakKETCsl, CTAHOBJIIOCh OIHUM U3 repoes ee cTuxoB. Coyyact-
HUKOM €€ CYacThsl U Tpareauii. M TONbKO WL KOT/Ia OHA MpeKpalaeT YuTarh, 1 Kak OyATO MPOCHI-
Tal0Ch, — OH TOBOPHJI MEJVIEHHO, KaK Obl MeuTasi ¥ riepedupasi B maMsITh CBOM BOCTIOMUHaHMsI. [lenen
MarMpoc OH CTPSXMBAT Ha TMOJI, CMOTpeJ Kya-To BOOK, HO 3aTeM OH CMOJIK, HAJIWJI €I11e TI0 OJJHOM.

— 3a mo33uio! — HallM PIOMKH COMPUKOCHYJIUCH, M TIOL 3TOT 3BOH OH A00aBuiI: — Jlo AHa.

Sl moTep JaloHM, 3aKyCHJI ¥ IPOIOJIKUI CITyIIaTh coOeceiHUKA. TOT CJIOBHO OXUBHJICS, CTA
TOBOPUTD OBICTpEe, U, KaK MHE IOKa3aJI0Ch, OH 3aMETHO HEpBHUYAJL.

—Tax Bot! {1 BUepa ny 10 JOMa ¥ BCIIOMUHAIO pa3roBOpP, KOTOPHIH yciblima Buepa ot [Tokpos-
CKOT'O | 3TOTO. .. KaK €ro... — HayaJl BCIOMUHATH (haMILTHIO.
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— Epemuna?

— Ha! Nmenno! Y Hux BYepa ObLT OUYeHb MHTEpECHBIN nuajor: [TokpoBCcKkUil ceToBas Ha To,
YTO paHbIIIe OH TOps HE 3HAJI: MPUIJIAIIAIN MTPOYECTh — OH YUTAJ, IJie MHTepECHbIE JIIOAU coOrpa-
JIMCh — TIPUXOVI, HAOMI0/1aT 32 0OCTAaHOBKOH, BCTpeYall 3HAKOMBIX, TaM, [JISI/IUIIIb, TOXE Mpe Iaraiim.
['ne-to, nmpapa, 3apaHee MPUXOAUIIOCH JOTOBAPUBATHCS, MHOTAA JJaKe MPOCUTh, YTOOBI BHICTYIIUTD
Ha Bevepe, HO TI0C/Ie U3JaHusl ero COOPHUKA ero 3aBIMIIM MMCbMaMU U IIPOChOaMU MIPUITH U TTPO-
yecTh cTuxu. U crano emy HeymoOHO!

— Tak y [TokpoBckoro 1 COOPHUK BbIIIEN? — YOUBUJICA 1. — A 51 ¥ HE CJIBIIIIAJI O HEM HHU Pazy.

— Tak Tbl, HABEpHOE, HE UHTEPECYELIbCS MM033UEN, BOT U He cibliasl. Hy nomycTum, Koro Tel
3Haellb, biioka? Ecennna? AxmatoBy? A T0, 4TO IOUYTH HET B MOCKBE TaKoM YJIUIIBI, T/ie Obl He KT
03T, TeOsI ITO paHbIIIe U HE Kacaioch.

— B aTom ThI IipaB. 4 ipocto gymaio o gpyrom. Pa3 oH moat, mpuyeM MMEIOIHi COOPHUK CBOUX
CTHXOB, eMy He JOJKHO OBbITh HeynoOHo. HaoOGoporT!

— Twl mocnymaii cHavana, Cara, — nmpepBaji MeHsi 30puH. — BOT OH U TOBOPUT 3TOMY. .. Kak
ero OuIb?

— Epemuny!

— Touno! Epemuny ropopurt: «Ky3uuna» — vy 3tu, Kazun, Ponos, ' agkoB — gonyctum, 30ByT
MeHs 24-r0, y HUX TaM YTeHHU s, PO KOJUIEKTUBU3M, TYT ke, Ha 24-e, ero 30ByT B «Ctoio [leraca»,
TaM, KaK U3BECTHO, «MutuHr uckyccre». Ha 27-e oqHoBpeMeHHO «KpacHblii netyx», «JloMuUHO»
u utenus y Yepnosa! Ara! Hy kak 1e6e?! — 30puH pa3nui octaTku rpadyHa 1Mo CTONKaM, U Mbl
BBHIITWIK. B opeIBe CBOEro pacckaza OH MHOTO KypWJI M 4acTo JIAIOHBIO 3a4€ChIBaJl BOJIOCHI HA3a/l.

— Ia, ckaxy Tede, cutyarsi! — B3IOXHYJ 51 TOHUMAIOIIIE.

— ThI pescTaBs, 1Ba Beuepa oqHOBpeMeHHO B Mockge u IletepOypre! A ObiBaeT u 1o TpH —
nBa B MockBe U oMH, K Ipumepy, B Psa3anu!

— Tak myckaii 3apaHee 0OroBapuMBaeT Jary, — MOCTAPAJICA 1 HAWTH BBIXOI W3 CJIOKUBIIHIACS
CUTYAIHU.

— Temnbtii TH YesioBeK, PuitatoB. [la pa3se eciu Obl Bee ObUTO Tak IPOcTo. TH ke 3Haelllb, Kak
BCE 3TO peIlaeTcsi, a MHOTOE M BOBCE B MOCJAEJHUI MOMEHT. Tak uto Hocutes ceituac Hai [Tokpos-
CKHIA, TIOKa MBI 371eCh C TOOOH IheM, BCE HOTH B MbLJIE, C SI3bIKOM Ha IUIeUe ¥ TIEHOM Y pTa.

— A THI MOYEeMy Tak pajyeribcsi sroMmy? Hy, pasHble ObBaioT cityyan! § BOT BUepa Toxe J0KEeH
ObLT OBITH y CEKpeTapsi B U3AATENbCTBE, & TYT Thl!

— A 49to g7 — yyTb 1 He 6ACOM CKa3aJl OT BO3MYIICHHUS.

— Ma Tbl He pu yeMm, mpocTo ObiBaeT Tak. CoBMAasIo, 1Ba MEPONPUATHS — U 00a B OJIUH JIEHb,
B OJTHO BpeMsl, — OTMaxHyJIcs s1. — A Epemun emy 4to roBoput?

— A EpemuH, Tbl IIpe/ICTaBb, HAAYBAET LIEKH, OAIUPAET I'OJIOBY, KypHUT. IIOKpOBCKOrO Tackaer
Ka/Ible IATh MUHYT U TaK 3alyM4uBoO eMy: «Jla-a, 1ena, 6pat!» — TyT Mbl ¢ 30pUHBIM HE BbIIEPKAJIH,
Y €CJIM paHbllle TOIBKO OH CMesICs, TO 3[eCh YK€ Mbl 00a COIUCh. — M raBHOe, 3TOT... Hy...
KaK €ro...

— Epemun?

— la kakoit Epemun? Ilokposckuii! O! ITokpoBCKuil Tak OT HETO MOMOILM KJIET, BECh U3BEJICS,
a TOT ILEKU HaJyBaeT, CUIUT!

Sl TI0X0 MOHMMAJI, YTO MUHTEPECHOTO B ITOM UCTOPUHU, KpoMe Toro, uto ITokpoBckuii — Kak-
HUKaK (pUrypa MHOI HEeJJOOLIEHEHHas U Jla)ke, BOZMOXKHO, 3HauuMasi B MOCKBe U JIpyTMX ropojax.
V3K OH-TO, HABEpHOE, HE MPOITyCKaJl BCTPEUY C CEKpPETapeM B M3/1aTeIbCTBE, KOIAa peyb LUla O €ro
PYKONHCSIX U BBIITyCKEe COOPHUKA.

— Tl yero tak pagyeiscs, Konsa? — He Bbiiepxkad 1.

— Tak 370 emme He Bce, 3TO s Tebe Tak, OMUCANT B ABYX CJIOBAX, YTOOBI THl YJIOBHJI MOIO MBICITb.
Nny s BUepa AOMOH U BCIIOMHMHAIO UX Pa3roBOp, a caMm Aymaro, Obuto O Teds1, [lokpoBckuid, 1BOE,
ThI Obl M CTHIXOB BIBOE OOJIBIIIE THCAJI, ¥ BE3/Ie YcreBas Obl. A eCii Tpoe, TaK TOYHO OBl Be3/e yced,
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Y TaKUX COOPHMKOB, KOTOpbIE Thl TOIAaMHU THIIIEIIIb, ThI TIHca Obl 3a apy MecsiieB! I1peacrassb cee,
OJIVH TAJIAHTJIMBBIN YeJIOBeK BHe3arHo pacciomicsi! Omnoro B [letepOypr nmocna, BTOpOro K UMaku-
HHCTaM BBICTYTIaTh, a caM K YepHOBY! — 30pHH BCTaJl M yIAIWIICS, HO BCKOPE BEPHYJICS eIl C OTHUM
rparHOM.

— A 4ro 3a npa3aHuk? MHe, paBo, axke HeyJOOHO CTAHOBUTCS 32 TBOH CYUET.

— CouteMmcs Kak-HHOYIb. A BooOIIe, 51 yromao! Mex 1y npounm, Buepa 3a MUBO IJIATU Thl, —
HarnoMHUJ MHe Hukonail.

— Hy Tak 3710 % OBUIO 32 3HAKOMCTBO! — HEMHOTO CTECHSISICh, CKa3aJl 1.

— A 370, — pa3nmBas MO CTONKAM «OTHEHHYI0», CKa3aJl 30pUH, — 3a Hallle, 3aMeThTe — «HaIlle» —
yZIauHOE MPeANpUsITHE.

— Beck BHuManue! — ckazai 4, yroOsl Hukosai He oTBiieKacs.

— Jleno Bce B TOM, UTO BCSI 3Ta KQpTHHA BUEPAIITHETO Beuepa HATOJIKHYJIA MEHsI HA MBICIIb O TOM,
YTO MOKHO HEIUIOXO 3apaboTarh, eclii Oy/IeT Iapa JIMIIHUX PYK, & BMECTO OHOM ToJIoBHl — ABe. Kak
THI CMOTPUIIIb Ha TO, — TYT OH 3aMOJTYaJ, OTJISTHYJICSI BOKPYT, HE CITyIIIAeT JIU HAC KTO, ¥ TIPOAOJIKILI, —
4yT0OBI padoTaTh BMEcTe?

— TwI mpeanaraens nucaTh MO OXHUM TICEBAOHUMOM ?

— U He uT0-HUOYb, a 11033110, CTUXK ! DTO pelieHrne BO MHOTOM OOYCJIOBJICHO MOel Heyaaden
Kak IMpo3auka. f paHbllie nmucaj, ¥ MeHsI pelieH3UPOBJIH, MTPaB/a, 51 HUTAE He nevartaics. A pereH-
31UM OBUIM TIPOCTO BOCXUTHUTENbHbIC, C TAKIMM BOOYIIEBIEHHEM HUKTO HUKOI/IA HE TOBOPUII O MOUX
pacckazax.

— IocToi, HO 51 HE MUIITY CTUXH, S BIIOJIHE JOBOJIEH TEM, YTO MHE JIOCTAJIach Y4acTh MPO3anuKa
U 51 M30 JIHS B IEHb CaXYCh 32 CBOY CTOJI M TIMIITY HOBBIE IJIaBbI pOMaHa. MeHs 9TO BIIOJHE YCTParBaeT.
Jla 1 oToM, 51 HEe TOHIOCh 3a TOHOpapaMu, JUIsi MEHsl BaKHEe — HANTU CBOETO YMTaTelisl, JIOHECTH
MBICJIb, TIOIEJTUTHCSI CBOMM MHPOM, — BECh Beuep y MeHsl ObLJIO OIIyIIEHHE, YTO OH 3TO TOBOPUT
HE BCepbes, HO KOTia ciesiall peiokeHre, 51 He 3Hajl, Kak oTpearnpoBars. Jlymaio, OblIo Obl YecTHee
HE OIpPaBIbIBAaThCS, a YIPEKHYTh €ro, 3aJleTh MoOoIbHee, YTOOBI BIIPeAb HE BOHUKAIO MOJOOHBIX
MBICJIel O Takoro poja adepe.

— ToI Bce ckazas? — XOJIOIHO CIIPOCHIT 30PHH.

— Jla, — s pa3Bes pyKamu.

— Ckomnbko y TeOst ipu ceOe ieHer? — 3TOT BOIIPOC OH 3a/1aJT Pe3KO M B caMyl0 TOUKY. 3HAYUT,
TOTOBUWJICSI ¥ 3HAET MOM cllaOble MecTa.

— DTO HEe UMeeT 3HAUEHMUS.

— A BoT Kak pa3 umeet! Tol roBoprJI, 4TO MpUexan u3 TBepH, YTOObI Yero-TO J0OUThCS, CTaTh
nycaresieM, 1 UMEHHO TIOTOMY ThI YIIIeN C KOHOUTEPCKOH (hadpuKu.

— Ha, HO He [1s1 TOro, YTOOBI MUCATh OE3/1yITHbIE CTUXH, COCTABIISATh U3 HUX COOPHUKH, a 3aTeM
CUZETH T7Ie-HUOY/Ib B pECTOpaHe M JyMaTh O TOM, KaK 3I0POBO MBI BCeX OOBEJIM BOKPYT MaJIblia.

— 1 61 TOXeE He CTas 3TOro JesaTh, €CK Obl He HYKa, KOTOpasi 3aCTaBJseT MEHs CHIETh 3/1eCh,
CMOTPETh Ha TO, YTO IPOUCXOIUT B ITOW CTpaHe, U AeNaTh BUJI, YTO MEHSI 3TO YCTPanBaeT, — OH TOBO-
PUJI, CTUCHYB 3yObl, MHE Ha YXO, YTOObI HAC HUKTO HE CIIBIIAI. — §l He MOHACTBIIIKE 3HAI0 O TOM,
KaKoW CTpaIllHBI{ TOJI0]1 TBOPUTCS 3a TpeaeiaMu KpynHbiX ropofos! Jlionu ensdr apyr apyra, ypo-
*kasl HeT, xJjieda HeT! A Terepb MOCATHY/IM Ha CBSTOE — Ha IIEPKOBb, M3 KOTOPOM BBIBO3AT BCe YOpaH-
CTBO, UTOOBI 3aJ1aTaTh IBIPBI B TOCYAAPCTBEHHOM OIOJKETE M XOTb KaK-TO MPOKOPMUTH HAPOA! — JIUIIO
30pHHA CTaJI0 KPAaCHBIM, BEHbI B3AYKCh Ha BUCKax. OH He ObUI MOXOX Ha TOTO I0HOIIY, KOTOPbIN
MIPOCUJT PEIaKTOpa BEPHYTh ero pykormuch. Ceiiyac oH ObLT MOXOXK Ha Oe3yMIla, KOTOPOMY HYKHBI
COOOITHUKH 151 BOTUIOIIEHUSI CBOMX OONBHBIX (paHTa3uid. OH ObUT IPUMEPHO MOUX JIET, KakK s yIo-
MUHAJ paHee, ¥ B 3TOM ObLT €0 IJ1aBHbIN KO3bIPb, OH 3HAJ, YTO MEHSI BOJIHYET, 1 3HAJI, HA YTO HYKHO
HaJaBUTh, YTOOBI 3aIOTYyYUTh MOe coriache. He 3pst oH 3aTpoHy:1 ronos, 3Hasi, uTo s u3 TBepu, rae
y MEHS OCTAJIUCh OTEIl U MaTh U TJIe, BO3MOXHO, YK€ 3TUM BeUepOM 3aKOHYATCS TMOCTIEAHUE KPOXH
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B JIoMe. 1 3aKypuJI, OH Cell Ha CBO€ MECTO, TaK, KaK CHEJI BHayaJle, 3aJIIOM BBIITWII PIOMKY U B3sUICS
3a rOJIOBY.

— Yo THI cOOMpaeNIbes AeNaTh MOTOM? — CIPOCHII 51, He TIOBOPAYMBASICh.

— Iocne s manupyto yexats. He 3Haio Kyzna, MHe He BaKHO, Bce OyJeT 3aBUCETh OT TOTO, Yero
MBI CMOKEeM JIOOUThCS M CKOJIBKO TIOSIBUTCS JieHer B kapMaHe. Ceifuac s He MOTy TIO3BOJIUTH cebe
yexatb aaxe B [lerepOypr, rie, Kak MHe KaXeTcsl, IIAHCOB HareyaraTtb CBOM poMaH OyneT Oosblie.
ThI TOWMHU, OCTAThCS 371€Ch — PABHOCKJIBHO MOANMCAHUIO CMEPTHOT'O MPUToBOpa. 1o rudenb. CTpaHa
noru6aer, a Ml OTHH U3 TeX, KTO CMOTPUT Ha YMHUPAIOIIET0 ¥ HUYEM He MOKET eMy TTOMOYb.

—To ecTb THI Bce ke HaJeelIbCsl MOCIie BCEro 3TOro M3/1aTh CBOM poMaH? — CIPOCHII s, He 00pa-
111asi BHUMAaHUSI Ha €T0 CJIOBA, KOTOPBIE OTK PhIBAJIM TIPAB/LY, TY, YTO KaXIbIi U3 HAC MPSTAT B TIIyOUHE
AyIIIN.

— Jla, mycTh TAKUM TyTeM, HO 5 U3aM cBOM «KoJoChsi», — OH CMOTpes Ha MEHS M IBHO KAl
OTBETA.

S He 3HaJ, MOMYUYUTCS JIM Y HAC MPOBEepHYTh 3T0. OnHO Aesno, koraa [TokpoBckuil ¢ gymion
MUIIET CBOM CTUXU, TOJAMH YMTAET CIIyIIaTeNsIM, ¥ 32 TPY/bI IOJTyJaeT MpU3HAHKE B KauecTBe cOop-
HHKa CTUXOB, Oylarogapsi KOTOpOMY CTAHOBUTCS O0Jiee BOCTPEOOBAHHBIM CPEIU YMTaTeNe, U Pyroe
aesno Mbl ¢ 30puHbIM. [IBa 4esoBeKa, BCIO KU3Hb MUIIYLIUX IPO3Yy, U OT HEXBATKU JEHEI HAYHEM
BBIJJABaTh CTUXU B HAJIekK/Ie HA UMTaTeNiel, Ha ciymareneil. Beibopa y MeHs He Obuto. Torga st Mor
pa3BEPHYTHCS U YWUTH, OTJAB EMY €r0 POMaH U M0KENaB YCIEX0B B 3TOM JIeJie, BO3MOXKHO, ¢ Mibruom
wm [oy6eBbIM Bpsi I OHU Obl OTKA3aJIMCh OT OJOOHOM aBaHTIOphl. HO OH Mpeasyiokuit 3To MHe,
BUS, KaK YTO-TO MEHS IVIOKET TaK e CUJIbHO, KaK U €ro.

— YroBopuJ, ornpodyeM CTaTh IOITaMU, — 5 YILIOHYJICS.

— Ilymaio, y Hac ¢ TOOO¥ 3TO MOMY4UTCsI, — CKa3asl 30pHH U MOTpernajl MeHs 1o TOJIoBe.

MBs! pacnwiii ¢ HUM elle ouH rpaduH Bogku. HanpsikeHne 1iaBHO OTCTYNWIO, U Mbl CBEJIU
Pa3roBOPHI O TETEPhb yKe TOUHO «HAIEM» MPEANPUATHH Ha O0Jiee MUPHBIE TEMBI.

— Yto OBl THI cKa3an o YepHoBe? — cripocuii 30pHH.

— OH MHe HpaBUTCS, TOJIBKO BOT HE 3HAI0, KAKOB OH Kak 03T. JKaJip, He mpoyest HU4ero u3 cBo-
ero.

— Ha, um ceityac uenukoM obinajien [lacrepHak, YepHOB 1aBHO MeHs NpuUIvIaliajl MOCTYIIaTh.
Jla 1 mortoM, OH yroBapusai npoudectb Exkarepuny ®egopoBHY CBOM CTHXH, 3HAs, YTO TO CTAHET
MIPEKPACHBIM 3aKJII0UEHUEM Bevepa.

— Karenbka Obuta nipekpacHa. CKOJIBKO e JieT? — He 3Halo, IoYeMy sl 3TO CIIPOCHII, TIPOCTO
BBIPBAJIOCH.

— Exarepune ®enopoBHe TpUAATH JEBATH JIET, B CIEAYIOMEM Mecsiiie OyIeT COPOK, — cKas3al
30pUH U 3aMOTYal.

— 51 OBl HU 3a YTO HE MOBEPWJI, €ClIi Obl TH MHE He cKa3zail. OHa BBINJISITUT TOPa3io MOJIOKE.
A Kak OHa 4MTaeT... 3/1eCh S COMIAIIYCh U ¢ TOOOU, U ¢ YepHOBBIM, — BUaUMO, Kosst mpomyctu
MHOIO CKa3aHHOE WJIU K€ C/eJall BUJ, YTO HE CJIbIIIAI.

— 3aBTpa MpuXoau KO MHe, Oy[ieM MUcaTh CTUXHU, TOTOBOPUIIUCH?

— Xopotto, 5 3aiily, IPUMEPHO B NOJIJEHb, — COITIACWICS 5. 30pUH BCTaN U, U3BUHSASACH, €CIIU
YTO-TO OBLIO HE TaK, MOMPOIIAJICS CO MHOM, OCTaBMB MEHsI C MOJIOBUHON rpahHa U TpeMsl Maru-
pocamu. Harocnienok oH mpeaymnpenui, 4yTo 3aBTpa pedakiys Toxe He padoTaer, u Oyaer Jiydiie,
ecyu Obl 51 CMOT TIPUATH TIOPAHBbIIIE.

Ha tom u pazonumice. I monmn octatku rpaduHa, 0T4ero-To yiabioasch, BCTa U3-3a CTONA
Y HallpaBWJICA K BBIXOMY, JIepa MalKy ¢ pOMaHAMU TIOJ] MBIILIKOM. §1 ellie Hajiessics MOYnTaTh nepes
CHOM, U, TIPUAS JOMOM, 51 IEPBBIM JeJI0M OOJIJI ceOsi C TOJIOBBI IO HOT' XOJIOJHOW BOJIOM, 3aBapul
Yaio U, 3aHsB CBoe pabouee MecTo, MpUHsIIcs uutarh «30501eie Konocks» Hukonas 3opuna.
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I'nasa 111

51 mpocHyncs 3a cBOMM cTosIoM, JuiioM Ha Konmaeix pykornucsx. Illest v pyka 3atekiu, criuHa
HBUIA OT HEeYIOOHOTO MookeHus1. Ha crone Oblia OTKpbITa BTOpasi CTPAaHUIA pOMAaHa.

— He HamHOTO %€ MEHS XBaTHJIO, — BCJIYX CKa3aJl 51 M yIMBIJICS CBOEMY TpyOOMy royocy, KOTo-
PBI BCIIe]T 32 MHOW elnie He TpocHyJIcs. Hacriex coOpaBIIvch, 5 B3IJISTHYJI Ha Yachl, CTPEJIKU KOTOPBIX
TMOKa3bIBAJIM TIOJIOBUHY JBEHaAaTtoro. Eapl B joMe He ObLJ10, B KapMaHe HaIllIach MOC/eHss aru-
poca, KOTopyIo ObLIO pellieHo BBIKYPUTH 10 Jopore. ['omoBa crpamrHo 6osena, MeHs 6ui 03100. [Tof-
BECTH 30pWHA U He TIPUITH K HEMY 51 He Mor. Bech BUepaliHuil pa3roBop CerojiHs MHe Ka3ajcs CTOJb
a0CypIHBIM, UTO B IITyOHMHE Iy 51 HaJesUICs, 4T, puasi K Hukomaio, OH CKaxeT, 4To 3TO ObLIa JIUIIIb
ApyXecKas IIyTKa. 3aTeM s BCIIOMHUJI €T0 BhIpaKeHHe JIMIA ¥ yCOMHUIICA. Belo mopory s mymadn
O TOM, Kak ceOsl YyBCTBYeT 30pUH, U, MOXET ObITh, OH CaM C PAJOCThI0 OTKAXKETCS] OT TOW aBaH-
TIOPBI, COCJIABIINCH HA TUI0X0e camouyBcTBUe? Elie B mogbesie MeHs BCTPETHIT OYTaIbOH, KOTOPHBIH
niepeJasl MHe MUCbMO, OHO OBbLIIO M3 POJHOTO TOpoia, OT MaTepu. §l mepekuBal 3a HUX M XOTEN ero
MIPOYECTh, MPSAM TaM K€, Ha JIECTHUYHOH TUIONIAJIKe, JIUIIb Obl 3HAaTh, O YeM IUIIYT, BCE JIU y HUX
xoporno. BcnomHuB o nuckme, 51 mpudasu mar. Ceityac OyaeT moBopoT, 3aTeM napa-apyrast JOMOB.
[ToBopoT B nepeysok, 3atem yepe3 JIBOp, a TaM HapaBO — M PYKOW MOJATh yKe M0 MPSIMOM, ITPSIMO
K ioMy 30pHHa. §l He 3HaJ, KJIeT OH MEeHs WJIH HeT. £l CTOs1 y ero IBepu, He perasich OTPEBOKUTD,
BO3MOJXXHO, CIISIIIEro 30puHa, HO, XOPOIIEHBKO MOAYMAaB, s TPHXKbI MoCTydasl. Kosst OTKpbUT MrHO-
BEHHO, OH BITYCTHJI MeHs1, ObLJIO BUJJHO, YTO OH Y€ JIaBHO Ha HOTaX, U BCEM CBOMM BHJOM TOKa3bl-
BaJI, YTO KAaJT TOJIBKO MEHSI.

— Moxert, BbinbeM 4Yaio? XOoTs MOKHO 3TO CIesiaTh U B 00€/, 51 TOJBKO YTO MOeJ, HAeI0Ch, Thl
TOXe? — 51 yOeuJT ero B TOM, YTO Yail AEHCTBUTENIHHO MOJOK/AET M JIyUllle MPUCTYITUTh K padoTe cell-
yac. — Tbl mpoxosu, caauch BOT ciofia, — Kosst ykasan Ha Ty nepes HeOOJbIIIM CTOJIOM, Ha KOTOPOM
yXe ObUTH pas3sioxKeHbl YePHUIIA, TIepPbsi U JIUCTHI OyMaru.

— Yto-uuOyap KoHKpeTHOoe Oynem nvcath? Hanpapienue BoiOepeM WM Tak? — CIIPOCHIT 5.

— Jlns Havasma norpoOyeM BCe UTO YIOJHO, B JIOOOM kaHpe, B JI0OOM MaHepe U Ha JIIoOyio
teMy. Hy)XHO IOHSITh, YTO MBI MOXEM, KaK CTPOMUTCS Hallle BUICHUE MT0I3UM, KaK BBIXOAUT prdMa.
Ceituac okaxercs elle, 4To M033Ms He Halll CIyvaid, TOrJa Mbl ¢ TOOOW OyJeM BBIHYKICHBI OpaTh
ypoku y YepHosa.

— Jaxe HeynoOHO oOparmaThesi K YepHOBY € MOJOOHOM MPOCKOOM, — 3ayMaJICS sI, IPEICTABIISIS
ce0e 3Ty KapTUHY.

— YepHOB — CBOI1 YEJIOBEK, M €CJIM MbI TIOMPOCHM y HETO OOBSICHUTD BCE a3bl CTUXOCIOKEHUS,
oH OyneT TobKO paj. CTOUT TOJNBKO 3aTPOHYTh 3Ty TeMy, 3aBecTH ero. Cam OH HaBSI3bIBATH JIOOOBb
K TI093MU HE CTaHeT, HO KOJIb YeJIOBEK, CTOSIIMI Mepe HUM, HHTEPECYeTCsl STUM — OH C PaIOCThIO
MIOMOJXeT.

— 3Ha4uT, 51 B HEM He OIMOAICs, — CKa3asl 51 M MBICJICHHO ellle pa3 yTBEPAWI CBOE MPeIoo-
JKEHHE OTHOCUTEJILHO YepHOBA.

Ms! nucanu monya, 30pvH Mapy pa3 yXOAus Ha KyXHIo, Aenai 4yaid. OH pa3permi KypuThb
B KOMHaTe, HO TaK Kak MOCJeHsIs manupoca OblIa JOKypeHa Ha ynuIle, S MOJYa KUBHYJ, Clie/iaB
OYeHb COCpPeOTOUCHHBIN B CamMoe CIOKHOE /711 MeHsl ObUIO HavyaTrh, MPUIYMAaTh UIEI0, XOTs Obl
MIEPBYI0 CTPOYKY, OT KOTOPOM 51 MOT' OBl OTTOJKHYTBCS M MOTPY3UTHCSl B pasMbliuieHus. [lucathb
CTUXH — OKa3aJI0Ch CJIO)KHEE, TaK KaK MPH HANIMCAHWH TIPO3bI, €CIIU €CTh UJIes, CIOKET BHICTPArBaETCs
10 X0y HarMcaHus. ['epon pomaHa MM paccKkas3a OKUBAIOT, KUBYT CBOEH KU3HBIO, & ThI JIUIIIb yCIIe-
Ball 32 HUMHM 3anChIBaTh. ECIM CIOXeT OCHOBAaH Ha PeaslbHbIX COOBITUSIX, OH HEMPEMEHHO CTPOUTCS
Ha BOCTIOMUHAHMSX M (pakTax. 371eCh ke 51 YyBCTBOBAJI CBOKO OECIIOMOITHOCTh. Mckoca morsiapiBast
Ha 30puHAa, 5 eI 32 TeM, KaK OH BaJIbsKHO PACKMHYJICS HA CTYJIe, BBICTABWII OfIHY HOTY BIEpes,
PYKOH ToAinep rojioBy ¥ BpeMEHAMH 4TO-TO MHCAJ Ha CBOeM JiucTe. YenoBek 3a padoToi Mopoii cTa-
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HOBUJICSI IMEHHO TaKUM, KaKOB OH €CTh Ha caMoM Jiesie, 6e3 MacoK. 3a padoTol 4esioBeK He 3a00-
THUTCHA O TOM, “ITO6LI HyCKaTb JIO)KHyIO IIbUIb B IJj1a3a, HpOI/IBBOIII/ITI) Ha ILPYFI/IX xopoulee BIICYATJICHUEC,
OH ITPOCTO PabOTAET, ¥ B 3TOT MOMEHT JIydIlle BCEro MO3HATh €ro JMYHOCTh. Hamprumep, Kak OH BesieT
ce0s1 32 pabOTOM, cAepkKaH WM HA0OOOPOT BCIBLILYMB, BAJIbsKEH, KaK 30pUH, WM KPOTOK U HE YBe-
PEH, Kak 5. ITH TOHKOCTH YeJIOBEYECKON HATYPbl TAK OTUYETIMBO MPOCIICKUBAIUCEH, YTO CTAHOBUIIOCH
HEMHOT'O CTHIJJHO CMOTPETh Ha YeJIOBeKa 3a PaOOTOM, CJIOBHO, U3ydasi €ro, Thl MBITAJICS PACKPHITh
€ro UCTUHHYIO CYIIIHOCTh. B 3TOT MOMEHT MeHSI CJIOBHO TMOATOJNKHYJIO, M Ha JIMCTKE, I7e ke ObLIO
3a4epPKHYTO HECKOJIbKO (ppa3, 51 HalKcall MePBYI0 CTPOKY:

«3alyMUMB U 3arajioueH Mucarelib»

OTa CTpOKa MOMOIJIA MHE OIPEISTUTLCS C TEMON CTUXOTBOpeHHs. BoT oHO, TO, 4TO 5 Tak
WCKaJl, My3a, WIM MPOCTO BIOXHOBEHHE, KOTOPOE HAaXOAUTCS BOKPYT, CTOMT TOJBKO MOCMOTPETh
Ha Hero MOoJ] Hy’KHBIM YIJIOM — ¥ CTPOKH CaMH POKAAI0TCsA B TosIoBe. OTTaIKMBAsICh OT IEPBOM CTPOKH,
sl Ha4aJ1 McaTh Jajiee, MorisiapBas Ha 30prHa, KOTOPBIH SBJISUICS JIs1 MEHs HaTypoid, Oy/ib s XyHOXK-
HUKOM, MTUIIYIIAM KapTHHY.

B onvH 13 Takux MOMEHTOB 30pMH IOCMOTPEN Ha MEHS U, ToMMaB Ha cebe MO B3IJIs1]], TIOMH-
TepecoBaJsICsl, BCE JIM B Mopsike. S ynbIOHyCs, cKa3all, 4yTo padoTalo, U HeT MPUYHH JIs MepekruBa-
Hull. Mo# OTBET ero yJIoBJIETBOPUJI, OH BepHYJICS K padoTe.

Nuorna Konst BcTaBast, mpoxaXuBasics M0 KOMHATe, 0e33BYyYHO IIermya 4To-To cede Mof HOC.
MHe 6b110 ObI HEYIOOHO TaK CIesaTh, XOTSA, MOKET ObITh, M TIOMOIJIO OBl B TPYAHBIX MECTaX MOETO
CTUXOTBOPEHMSI, HO 51 ObLT B TOCTSIX. [IprMepHO mociie mapsl 4acoB paboTHI, 32 YaIIKOH Yasi, 30puH,
MIEpPeYnTaB CBOE CTUXOTBOPEHUE, IPEJIOKII €ro nocaymiaTh. OH cues B TOH ke caMOy 1103€, B KOTO-
POI1 ¥ mHcas Bce 3TO BpPeMsl, He CTECHSISCh, IPOUYKCTUI TOPJIO ¥ TPOMKO, C CUJION B TOJIOCE MTPOYEIT:

Cxartbl B KyJlak CTPaHULIbI,
Knur pacripocrepnuce tena,
CTpOK N3BbCACHHBIC BEPECHUIIBI,
B neun poropator notna.

7KagHbIM B3MJI51J0M BIPbI3asiCh,
B kopemiku noTpenaHHbIX KHUT,
Hu MuHyTBI HE COMHEBAIOCH,
[Tucarenb — 1 TBOM yYEHUK.

Hac npusbiBator cpaxarbcs,

3a cTpaHy, O KPOBH Ha rydax,

W B ciuny kpuyar: He caaBathes!
A 3aTeM MoOek1alT B Tpodax.

Ha coTHU KHHUT 4 BBIIIE TEX,
YTO MOpOXOM JIbIIIAIN YECTHO,
He nokupasn BOeHHBIN LIEX,

He orcrynan B okon nocnenHo!

Yurars Tenepb MHE HE JaHO,

N kHUrM 1oroparot sipko,
Cnenomy B MUpE TSIKEIO,

OH BMecCTO MUpa — BUAMT MSATHA.
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S momxain ryosl 1 3akuBail. [1omoOHBIe CTMXU MHE ellle He MPUXOIUIOCH CIbImaTh. MHe neii-
CTBUTEJIHO TIOHPaBUJIOCh, HO pa3Be 51 ObUT BIIPaBe OLICHWBATh YEJIOBEKa, €CIIM caM He pa30Mpaioch
B ctuxax? Ha ciyx mpouteHue ObUIO XOPOIIO CJIOKEHHBIM, 5 Jake MO3aBUAOBAT B KAKOKW-TO Mepe
30pHHY, UTO OH BOT TaK CMOT TTPOYECTb.

— Yto ckaxensb? — cripocuit MeHst Kosist, a BO MHE /10 CHX TOp IIIeJT AUAJIOT, XOPOIIO JIU ObLIO
MIPOYMTAHO WJIM HE OYeHb. MOKHO JIM Ha3BaTh 3TO CTUXOTBOPEHUE CUJIBHBIM UJIM BCE-TaKU OHO BOBCE
HE MOJXOAUT 0]] ONIMCAHUE CTUXOTBOPEHMUSI.

— MHe noHpaBWIIOCh, U 51 1a)Ke HE 3HAI0, YTO e1le CKa3aTh, 1JIsl MEHSI 9TO HACTOsAIIEe OTKPhITHE,
YTO THI CMOT TaK Hamucatb. boioch, Mosi paboTta OyJeT BHIISAETh CEPOil MOCIie TBOETO MPOUTEHHS.

— He comneaiica B cebe, Punaros, Bce B Hammx pykax. Eciu ceifuac moHpaBwiIoch Tede,
TO B 3aje, rae OyaeT XoTs Obl JAECATOK 3pUTeNiei, HAlayTCs TBOM €JMHOMBIIIIEHHUKH, KOTOpPHIE
IO JIOCTOMHCTBY OIEHSIT CTUXH, — CKa3aJl 30pHH, JOTII Yail ¥ CO 3BOHOM IOCTaBUJI Ha OJtrojiiie. 3BY-
yano yoequrenbHo. Ho B HacTpoennu Hukonasi mpociexxuBajioch oT4asiHie, KOTopoe ObLIO BhIMe-
IIEHO Ha 3Ty CaMyI0 YalllIKy, U 51 peLI CIIPOCUTD B IJ1a3a.

— YTO THI CaM MOXEIlIb CKa3aTh O CBOEM IPOU3BeAeHNU? — CIpockl y Hero s1. JKenaHusi oou-
IeTh y MeHs1 He ObUIO, MHE JISMCTBUTEIBHO XOTEJIOCh y3HATh €ro TOUKY 3peHHMsl, 3HaTh, Kak OH ceOs
OLIEHMBAET, MOHSATD, YTO AJIS HEr0 0O3HAYAET UM K€ HAlMCAHHOE CTUXOTBOPEHMUE.

— MHe HpaBuTcs, — TyT 30pHH BCTAI U Ha4YaJl pacXakUBaTh, — MHE HPABUTCS BCS 3Ta 3aTesl.
A BOT MO€ CTMXOTBOpPEHHE MOIJIO OBITh CHJIbHEE. MeHsI cMyIaeT MocyeHee YeTBEPOCTHIIbE, BOT,
niociyai, — KoJsst B3su1 cBo# JIMCTOK, IpoOeskasicsl B3IVISAI0M OT Havalla [0 KOHIIA U ellle pa3 Mpover
MHE OKOHYaHHE CBOETO ITPOU3BE/ICHMUS.

— DTOT Trepoii BbI3bIBAET Y TeOs1 KaKKMe-TO UyBCTBA, MOKET ObITh, CONIEPEKUBAHUE, COCTPaa-
Hue? ['1e-To B cepeArHe OH AaKe FOPAUTCS TeM, YTO CMOT 32 )KM3Hb IPOUMTATH CTOJIb MHOTO KHUT,
a B KOHIIE C)KUTAET MX, He UMes] BOBMOXKHOCTH MX MEPEYecThb WM y3HATh YTO-TO HOBOE /s ceOsl.

— OH He BBI3BIBAET y MEHS KaJOCTH, — CKa3a s, Ho Koms MeHs nmepeOut.

— Ho on ocnen! Hemenkas apMus puMeHsijla XMMUYECKOE OpYKHE Ha MOJAX CpaXeHUi, —
Kosst sBHO mbITasicss MeHsl yOeUTh.

— 1 He uCHBITHIBAIO KAJIOCTU. DTOT CONJAT CKOPEE BBI3BIBAET Y MEHS UyBCTBO YBAXEHUS, —
3amormyait. Kosst ynpIOHysICA M KUBHYJI MHE B 3HAaK TOTO, YTO MMEHHO 3TO OH M OXKKAAJ YCIIBIIIATh.

— A 9TO NOJNYyYHIIOCh Y TeOsI? — OKUBUJICS 30PHH.

— 3Haelllb, IIepBbIE 110J19aca 51 He MOT [IOHSATh, Kak MUILYTCS CTUXHU, [ja U IOTOM Y MEHsI B I'OJIOBE
He ObUIO HU €IMHOM MBICIIH, O YeM MOKHO ObUIO Obl HarucaTb. Ho BOT UTO y MEeHsI B UTOTe MOy YH-
JIOCh:

3aayMumB U 3araJloueH MucaTeb,
Bokpyr Hero coum 00pasoB u IyMm,
Ero nokoii — paboydast oouteb,

U cBeren u npekpaceH yMm.

W nomoszana, 3aKphIBIIMCH B KaOWHETE,
Pabotaer He nokanas pyk,

OH et 000 BCeM Ha CBeTe,

$1 31O 3HAIO — OH MOW1 JIPYT.

Kosnst HeoknaaHHO JU1sl MeHsI 3aarIoAMPOBA U 3ayJIbloascs.

— BpaBo, Anekcanap! DTo UMEHHO TO, UTO s OKHIQT OT TeOsl yCblarh. B TBoeM CTUXOTBO-
PEHNH OYCHDb JIJAKOHUYHO I/I306pa)KCHLI BCC IIPUCTPACTU A MMUCATEIIA, 30ECH U HOKOﬁ, 1 MBICJIb, 1 CBET-
7B yM, — Kostst pacxakuBait Mo KOMHaTe, KeCTUKYJIMPOBA U PaCXBAIMBAI MOE CTUXOTBOpeHuUe. S1
He ObLI yBEPEH, CMOXKEM JIM Mbl OCHJIUTh COOPHUK, TaK Kak Ha 9TH BOCEMb CTPOK y MEHs yILIO J1Ba
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yaca Hairero BpemeHu. C Ipyroil CTOpPOHBI, S HUKOI/IA He lyMaJl, 4YTO CMOTY HauyaTh MHUCATh CTHXH,
¥ BOCTOPr 30pHHA MHE JILCTHJI, M CO3[]aBAJIOCh BIIEUYATIICHUE, YTO y MEHS JeUCTBUTEIBHO HEIUIOXO
MOJTyYaeTcs.

— Ham Hy)HO nokasarb ux YepHOBY, OIpe/ieIeHHO, — 30pMH Havall PHIThCS Ha CTOJIE, KOTOPBIN
pacronarajcsi mo3ajy Hero U ObUT MOJHOCTBIO 3aBajieH pa3MuuHbIMU Oymaramu U nankamu. OH To
U JIEJIO YTO-HUOYIb POHSLI, MsUT KaKHe-To OyMaru u, y’ke CKOMKaHHble, Opocast ux Ha rmoj. — Harmen! —
BHE3AITHO 3JTMKOBAJ OH, Ha JIMCTOUKE ObLIM HAalMCaHbl JaThl. TO ObLIO pacnricanue Beuepo y Yep-
HOBA, KaKk MHe no3iHee nosichui Komst. Bimkaiiiasi Berpeda 10mkHA OblIa COCTOSITHCS 9TUM Beue-
POM, H, ellle CUIbHEe BOOAYIIIEBUBINMCH, 30pUH HA4al COOMPAThCS.

— Chayvana 3aiigeM k ['omyOeBy, OH XOTeJ OTAaTh MHE HEHY)XHbI YeMOJaH, KOTOPBI B MOEM
ciydyae OyleT oueHb KCTaTu. Temepb s yBepeH, uTo moe3zaka B [letepOypr He 3acTaBUT ceOs JI0Iro
k1arb. Kotopeiii yac?

— Be3 ueTBepTu TpH, — cKaza s, B3MISIHYB HA Yachl.

— O1mmuHO, Kak pa3 ycrieeM. 3axBatiM demonaH u ['omyOeBa, 3atem B paiioHe Hemerkoit
BcrpetuMces ¢ Mibruom u Exarepunoit denopoBHOIA, €ciii OHa, KOHEYHO, ITPUET.

—ITocTou, a Kak xe cTuxu?

— Jla, HyXHO OyaeT He 3a0bITh B3ATh CTUXH, ThI IIPaB, — CKa3aB 3T0, KoJist cXBaTHIT HAIlIK CTUXHU
Y CBEpHYB, YOpas BO BHyTPEHHUI KapMaH MUIKaKa.

— S myman, mMbl HanuimeMm 4to-HUOyAb ere. [Tpocuaum ¢ To60i 10 Bedepa 3a padortoi. A
HE TUIAHMPOBAJI CHOBA MOSIBJIATHCS Y UepHOBa Tak CKOPO.

— Hy, 310 THI, Opart, 3psa. Bor cmotpy, — Kons ykazan Ha pacnvcanue, — CerogHsl y Hac Tpe-
The, a cieayomas Bcrpeda y YepHosa Oyaer jmiib aecsitoro. Ham onpeneneHHo HyXXHO ero MHe-
HHe, MHAue JI0 IECSATOrO HAMMIIIEM TaKOTo, YTO MOTOM U TIOKa3bIBaTh KOMY OYyJET CTBITHO, HE TO YTO
BbIcTynarh. [lomumm.

Hwuuero He ocTanock, Kak HaJleTh MAIBTO U IUISIY U OTIpaBUThCs K [omyOeBy.

— Tet npouen «Konocesi»? — cripocust MmeHst Hukonaid, cronso HaM BBIITH U3 €ro AoMa.

— He ycrien emie, Buepa oCHIMIT JIMIIb Tapy CTpaHMIL. S gymMal, 4To yX CErOAHS s TIOCBSIILY
ce0s1 ero MpOYTEHMIO, KaK TOJIBKO BEPHYCh OT TeOsl.

—ITO He K Crexy, TaK CIPOCHII, YTOOBI Pa3rOBOP MOJIePKaTh, — KOHEUHO ke, SOpHH JIyKaBuII,
TOBOPsI MHE, UTO €r0 COBEPIIEHHO HE MHTEPECYeT MOe MHEHHUE U UTO 3TO He K cnexy. OH ¢ yI0BOJIb-
CTBUEM OBbUT TOTOB OOCYUTh CBOM POMaH, BBICIYIIATh MO €r0 MOBOAY MOE ITyCTh He aBTOPUTETHOE,
HO Bce ke MHeHue. [1o gopore Mbl Kypuid ero manupochl, 30prH pacckassiBan o YepHose, 00 ux
3HAKOMCTBe, uTo ['omyGeBa 1 Miibrua mprBest K Hemy Toke OH. A o et U AyMaJl: Kyaa s uny? 3auem?
4l 1o cux mop He MpoyYeN MUCbMO, YTO MHE TIpUCTIaia MaTh, M, BCTIOMHUB O HEM, XOTEJIOCh MOXKeNaTh
Hukonaio ynauu B CEerofiHsIIHEM Beyepe M OTIPABUTLCS BBEPX IO YJIUIIE MPSMO K JOMY, TaK Kak
uaTH ObUT0 Beero HuYero. Ho, He Haii/st IOIXOASIIIMX CJIOB, 51 TPOJOJIKAI ITYTh PSZIOM C MOUM HOBBIM
TOBApHILEM M 3a7aBaj ceOe HOBbIE U HOBBIE BOMPOCHL. I MOHMUMAJ, YTO Y MOMX HOBBIX 3HAKOMBIX
O4eHb cBOeoOpa3Hasi MaHepa kuTb. OHA MHE HPaBUJIaCh, HO 9TO CTABUJIO MOJI HAAJIOM MOM yOexe-
HUS, OT KOTOPBIX s1 HM pa3y He OTCTYNal C TeX Mop Kak okaszajyicsi B Mocke. OrnpaBabiBai 51 ceds
JIMIIb TEM, YTO MOH pOMaH AOMKUCAaH, TOYKA MMOCTABJIEHa, a 32 HOBBIM CAJUTHCS €Ille CIUIIKOM PaHo.
Wuave ObI s KaX bl IeHb CHIIEN y ceOsl U 10 HECKOJIBKO YacoB B JieHb nucai. Ho onsrs ke, He umest
PaboTHL, s1 MOT OBl HAWTH Mapy APYTYI0 YIEHUKOB WM OOPAaTUTBCS B Tra3eTy, CIPOCUTh, HET JIM Yero
Ha TIpeMET MepeBoAOB ¢ (PpaHIly3CKOro Wi Ha (hpaHIly3CKUi s3bIK. W uilb ceityac s MoHsLI, 4To
ere BYepa BMECTO PaClMTHs BOIKU HA BOK3aJle MOT OTIIPABUTHCS HA TIOUCKU U3ATEIbCTB, KOTOPBIX
1o ropofay ObUTO B AocTaTke. f ke Huuero 3Toro He Aenan. Mbl um ¢ 30puHBIM, MOsi 00YBb TPO-
MOKJIa, Ha YJIUILIE YK€ BTOPOH JIeHb IIeJ A0 1b. [ '07yOeB MpUHSIT HAC OYeHb TEIUIO, IPUTJIACKIT BOUTH.
Koms crapascst ObITh BEXJIMBBIM, OTKA3BIBAJICS, KAK MOT, CChUIasiCh Ha BcTpedy ¢ Vnbimuom u Exare-
puHoi PenopOBHOM, HO B KAKOW-TO MOMEHT 32 CITMHOW BraguMupa BO3HMKIIA KEHITUHA. DTO OblIa
XpyHKasi CTapyllka ¢ My4YKOM Ha rojioe u B papryke. OHa y/bIOHY/1ach HaM ¥ TIOIIPUBETCTBOBAJIA.
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— Bubl npoxonute, npaBuibHO Bragumup roBopurt, mpoxoaute. S ceiluac HaKpow Ha CTOI,
OyleTe HAIIMMU TOCTSIMU, — CKa3ajia OHa U TIPOAOJIKIIIA CTOSITh. — Bhl, HaBepHoe, Hukomnait 3opun?

Crapymka ykasana Ha Koo, yem cMyTiiia He TOJbKO ero, Ho 1 ['onyGeBa.

— Ha, 6alymka, 3to Hukonait 3opuH, — ckazan Bnagumup W mocrapajics OTIIPaBUTH ee
Ha KyXHIO, HO ee TIpUBJIeKJIa MOsl (pUrypa.

— A 31010 yenoseka s He 3Haw. [Ipo 3opuHa MHe Biagumup 4acto paccka3blBaeT, si UMEHHO
Tak ceOe Bac u npencrasisiia. Bl oueHb KpacuBbIi, TAKOW ONPSATHBIN, a Kak y Bac cstsaTcs r1asa, —
HaOpocuiach Ha MEHS JKCHITMHA.

— Anekcanap dwiatoB, Mmoxete 3BaTh Cailieit, — ckazal .

— T'ony6eBa Codbst AHipeeBHa, — CKa3aya keHIuHA. — § 6adymka Bragumupa, — U cHoBa
ynbiOHynack. [1o Helt ObLIO BUAHO, YTO KEHIMHA OHA OYeHb J100pasi, Ho oxuHOKas. Kpome BHyka
y Hee HUKOT'0 He OCTaJIoch. BUIuMo, mosToMy 1 paccripaimuvsaet Biagumupa o ero Topapuinax, 0 Tom,
C KEM OH oOraercs, riue ObIBaer.

— A BBI TOXE ncaTesb? — cTecHsIsACh, cripocriia Codbsi AHIpeeBHa.

— Jla, Kak pa3 ceifuac Ionucayi CBOi poMaH, Terepb MbITaloCh CAATh €ro B peAakiuio, — Biaau-
MUP MHE TIOKa3bIBaJl 3HAKAMHU, YTO sl MOT'Y OCOOEHHO He BJJaBaThCsl B MOJPOOHOCTH.

— 3amevaTesnbHO, Hy TOra MpoIiy, FoCTsSMHU OyaeTe, — ¥ yAaInIach.

30pHH CTOST U IPUCTATIBHO cMoTpe Ha ['omyGeBa.

— W1 otkyna, no3BosbTe y3HaTh, ToBapuin ['ony0eB, 3Ta Muias KEHIIMHA TaK OCBEJOMJICHA
0 MOEI CKPOMHOU MEPCOHe? — CIPOCUJT OH.

— Jla Kak-To K CJIOBY HPHIIUIOCh, BOT M PAaccKasajl, YTo Thl 3aiTH J0JKeH. Bbl He oOparmaiite
BHUMaHMsI, OHa OYEeHb JJ0Opasi, MHe Obl HE XOTEJOCh, YTOOBI MBI CE€IUac YIIIA BOT TaK, — yrOBapUBaJ
Hac ocraTtbcsl Baagumup.

— Joporoii apyr, s ¢ yBakeHHUeM OTHOINYch K Bam u Barmeir 6a0ymike, Codppe AHOpeeBHe,
HO MHE HYy’XKeH OOeIllaHHbI YeMO/IaH, ¥ oToM, Hac kayT VMmenu ¢ Exarepunoit ®enoposHoii. Eciu
BrI He 3a0buTH, cerogHs Mbl uieM K UepHOBY, — OUeHb TeaTpalbHO CKa3asl 30pHH, YTO MO3BOJIUIIO
HaM BCEM MOCMESThCS.

— Kak YepHos? § nyman, Tenepb y Hero Beuep Oyner Juib aecartoro? — ynuBuics [omyoes.
SIBHO, OH TO’Ke He COOMpAJICs CEerofHs MOKUAATh CBOW JOM M Ha BCEX Mapax MUaThCs MO MPOJIUBHBIM
JnoxaeM K YepHoBy.

— Bbl MOXeTe ocTaThesl, HO 9TO CIMIIKOM OCKOpOMT ToBapuina YepHoBa. OH paccCUMTHIBAET
Ha Hac B TOJTHOM COCTaBe, — M 30pHH 00BEJ HAC B3IJISIIOM.

— Torpa npoxoaute ckopee, ceiuac rnmoegum — 1 K YepHoBy. A Bbl caMu OTKYna? — CIPOCUJIT
[onmy6eB, npuHUMas y MEHs MajbToO U IUIAILY.

— XopoI1o, B TAaKOM ClTy4yae equM ObICTPO, pa3roBOPbI CBOAUM K MUHHUMYMY, — IOCTAaBUJT CBOU
ycnoBust Komst 1, pa3neBumvch, mpoliest B TOCTUHYI0 KOMHaTy. Mbl ¢ BiaauMupoM nprcoeAMHIINCH.
Codbsi AHIpeeBHa yroiaaa Hac CyroM Ha KypuHOM OyiboHe. S He el BOT yke mapy JHel u Obul
CUaCT/IMB OTBEAATh Cym, TeM Oosee 4to Oadymika Brnagumupa Obuta MCKpEeHHE paja, uTo MbI Tak
OBICTPO BCE ChEJIH.

— Ceituac s ogam Kaprodenb ¢ pbiOOi, — CKa3ajia OHa MHe, KorJa s TloMorajn youparh e
CO CTOJIa.

— Codwst AHpeeBHa, goporast Bl Hailia, Mbl OUeHb CIIEIIMM, HAC B JIUTEPATYPHOM KIIyOe JKIyT
TOBAPHIIH, — B3sIB JKEHIIMHY 32 PYKU U BCTaB Ha OJHO KOJICHO, CKa3aJl 30pHH.

— Hy GpocbTe, MHe 1ake HeIOBKO cTajio. MauTe, KOHEYHO, HO B CIIEAYIOIIMI pa3 OTMEHSIATE BCe
CBOM JIUTepaTypHbIe BCTpeur, MHe ObI XOTeJIOCh TIOOJIVIKe Bac y3Hath, — ckazana Codbs AHIpeeBHA
¥ BBIIIUIA HAC TIPOBOIUTH B KOPU/IOP.

— HenpemenHo npusiem, oberaeM, — ckazan Biagumup, mpruoOHSB CTapyIIKy.
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C 4yeMoaHOM B OJIHOW pyKe M CUTapeToy B JIpyrou, Briepeau e 3opuH. Msl ¢ ['onyOeBbIM
UM 1103314, OH paccka3biBall MHe 0 Codbe AHApeeBHe, OKa3al0Ch, OHA JEUCTBUTEILHO UHTEPECY-
eTCsl €r0 JKM3HBIO M BCETr/ia CIpAINBAET, KTO ObUT HA BEYepe, UTO YUTAIN CETOIHS.

— Brl, r1aBHOE, He cepauTech, OHA JKEHIMHA OYeHb Xopoiasi. Bce cnipammBaer, koraa s mpu-
r1aiy ee ¢ coOoi Ha Beuep, rae Oymy untath «Kammran ¢ npuuana Hapexasl». 4 et 5T0T poMan
YHTAJ YKe pa3 ceMb, HaBepHoe. OHa ero oyeHs JoouT. OveHb moMoraia MHe, Korja s paboTtai Haj
HUM, C TOHMMaHHEM OTHOCHJIACh K TOMY, UTO JIONIO3/IHA CUKY, UTO B OnMOImoTekax npomnagaio. [Topoit
CHXY 32 CTOJIOM, 3aChINalo, a BCE Tyja Xke, MUIILY, OHA MPUAET, Yail MHE C MEJOM TOCTaBUT, MOTJIa-
JWT TIO TOJIOBE U YUZIET. A HayTpO MHTEPECYeTCsl, YTO TaM C reposIMU MPOU3OIILIO STOH HOYBIO, KaK
Ha Kopalrie Jiefia, )KeHUIICS JIM KalluTaH, YTO B HOBBIX CTpaHaX YBU/AH.

Sl ciyman ero, ¥ MHE CTaJIO TaK TOCKJIMBO M OMUHOKO. CJIOBHO B 9TOT CaMBIH JIEHb 51 OCTAJICS
CoBceM OfIiH. Y MeHsI ObUIO IMUChMO OT MaTepH, HO OHM OBUTH JAJIEKO, & B 3TOM ropojie ObLIO XOIOIHO,
Karnaj J0/1b, 1 MHE HUKTO He PUHOCKJI Yail C MEJIOM U He MHTEPECOBAJICS, O YeM s ruity. Ecim bl
ceiiyac y MeHs ObUIM JISHbIM, 51 HE pa3fyMbiBasi cesl Obl Ha moe3n U yexasn Obl jomoi. Ho nener
He OBUIO.

Wnbrd cTosiT OIMH M YUTAN ra3eTy Noj KO3bIPhKOM nogbesaa. OH Bech MPOMOK, CTOSLI, MPHU-
CJIOHMBIIIUCH K CTE€HE, C HU3KO HAJIBUHYTOU MUISATION.

— 41 yxe mymai, Bbl HE COM3BOJIMTE MOSIBUTHhCS CerofgHs, — ckaszan [laBen, yOupas razery. —
A kyga 310, ¢ YemonaHom?

— B IlerepOypr eny, He cipiman eme? A Thl yero oauH, rae Exarepuna denpoposHa? — 30puH
MOCTaBHJI YeMOJaH M 3aKypHII.

— Tax oHa yxe y UepHoBa, 51 ee OTIIPaBUII, AyMAIO, YTO € MEP3HYTh CTOSATh? — HaYaJl OIpaB-
neiBathes I1aBen.

— Bor 3naems, Mnbuy, 3a 4to 51 Tebs yBakaio? — cpocuil y Hero Kossi, MOJOXUB pyKy emy
Ha TU1eYO0.

— 3a yto? — He noHsu1 Wibuy.

—3a TO, YTO ThI MOT OBI CTOSITh PSIIOM C KPAaCUBOMH *eHIMHOM, BecTu Oecenpl. Ha TBoeM Mecte
s1 ObI TaK U CENa, a Thl — JIeJIO IPYroe, Thl ee K YepHOBY OTITYCTHII, TOTPETHCS, — CKazal 30puH.

— Tak Belb 0K/Ib HA yiuIle, 4To MHe ObUTO? S OBl CTOSI, ra3eTy UnTal, a oHa Obl Mep3na? —
Bo3myTwicA [lasen.

— Hla ycriokoiite BbI ero, — BMmemascs [onyoes. — Illytut 30puH, Bce Tl PABIJIBHO CAENA,
Wby,

Tak, BYeTBEpOM, MBI TIPUOBUTM Ha KBapTHPY K YepHOBY. Vike HAYaIUCh UYTEHUs, 3HAYUT, MbI
MIPUIIUTK B caMblil pasrap. OCTaBUB BepXxHee MajbTO U MPOYMe Bellld, TAKKE KaK MarKyd U YeMOJaH,
MBI aKKYpPaTHO TPOIILIM Ha KYXHIO, 9YTOOBI HE MelIaTh BHICTYIUIeHUIO. CaM YepHOB MOSIBUJICS CITYCTS
napy MUHYT.

—Tocriona, kak 51 paj Bac BUAETh, — 0YEHb APYKETOOHO OMPUBETCTBOBAT OH. — CerosiHs sIBHO
CTOMJIO OBl OTMEHHUTD BEUYEP: CTOJIBKO Oe3/1apHBIX CTUXOB, BCE KAK CTOBOPUJIMCH, periepTyap XpoMaerT,
YUTAIOT TUI0XO0. JJaBHO MHE He ObUIO TaK CTBHIIHO 3a Haml Kiay0. OJHM MPO3avKM Yero CTOSIT, BCe
HACTOJIBKO MPU3EMJIEHHOE, UTO Jlaske 0OCYKIaTh HEYEro, — OH 3aKyPHJI, XOTSI HUKOMY Obl HE TIO3BOJAI
cIesaTh TOTO e B CBOEH KBapTUpe.

— K10 ceroans 3aech? — cripocui 30puH.

— Jly4iie He CIipalivBaii, camble, Kak S CUMTA, JIydlllie aBTOpHI HaIero Kiyoda: Tapacos,
ymxesuy, Caxapos Imutpuii, EpemuH, Hy 1, koHe4HO ke, KareHbka, — nepeunciui rocreit Yep-
HOB.

— [NokpoBckwmid, cTaio ObITh, He TIpUIIEN? — cripocuy 30puH Y YepHOBa, HO IOCMOTpET Ha MEHS
Y 3aKHUBaJI TOJIOBOM.

— Y Hero Tam 4To-TO CIIyurch, EpemMun nepenas, yToObl ero CerofHs He kaaiu, — ckazan Yep-
HOB, B3$IB CO CTOJIa SIOJIOKO U OTKYCHB €T0.
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Ko mokasbiBai MHe Kakue-TO 3HAKH I71a3aMH, IeBesIHI ry0aMu, a st He MOT HUUEro MOHSITh.
3areM OH BCTaJl U, IIPOXO/is MUMO, ITOXJIONAJ MEHs I10 TUIedy, 5 noien ciaegoM 3a Kosneii B mogbes.

— Bynems Kyputh? — CpOCHIT OH, IPOTATHBAS TAYKY MAKpPOC.

— He oTkaxych, — B35B OHY, MbI ¢ 30PHHBIM 3aKypHIIH.

— Tsl cMOTpH, 3HAYNT, IEHCTBUTEIHHO Pa3pbIBaeTCs, BOT U BCTpedy y UepHOBa MPOIYCTHII, —
3araJjoyHo rnpousHec Hukomnaid.

— XeprByer maibM, Kak cuuTaelib? — Cpocui s y 30pHHa.

— Kak 3nars, Carna, kak 3HaTh. MOXET, IeHer IJIaTsT, HO BPsi/ I OH He 1IeHUT YepHoBa 1 niep-
BOE, UTO OH CAEJAT — 3TO MOCTYMUJICS €ro MPHIJIAlIeHHEM U TIOTHAJICA 3a 0ojiee JJaKOMBIM KYCKOM.
3/ech BCce OCHOBAHO Ha B3aMMHOM yBaxeHuH. Tem Oosee, 3Hass [IokpoBCKOro, Mory ckasarb, 4To
OH YeJIOBeK MPUHLIMIHUAIBHBIA U HUKOrIa Obl TAK HE MOCTYMWII, HUYEro He OOBbSICHUB. 3HAKOMCTBO
¢ YepHOBBIM, MOH JIpyT, MOXET OTKPBITh TeéOe MHOTO JJOPOT B MHUpPE JIUTEPATypPhl, CPE/IU €ro JIpy3ein
MMEIOTCS M3JaTellv, KpyIHble KHIDKHBIE JoMa, Kak B Poccum, Tak u 3a ee npenenamu. OH gajieko
HE TIOCTIEIHUI YeNIOBEK, U Jpyxk0a ¢ HUM MOPOM CTAHOBUTCSI B3aMMOBBITO/IHBIM COTPYAHUYECTBOM.
B 10 ke BpeMsi HeyBaKMTEJIbHOE OTHOIIEHHUE K ero K1yO0y — Ui, MOXKET, ccopa Kakasi — MOXeT IpH-
BECTH K CEpbEe3HBIM IMOCJIEICTBUSIM B ITpodheccuoHaibHOM cdepe. [IBepu mpoCcTo B OIMH MUT TIepej]
TBOMM HOCOM MOTYT 3aKpbIThcsl. 1 agHO, eciu yenoBek cpa3y Bce MOMMET U OCO3HAEeT, a TO Be/lb
OyleT CTy4aTbCsi CKBO3b 3allepThie TBEPH.

— A mouemy B TakoM cinydae [IpbITKO TeOe 0TKa3am B mevaTu? — He MOHUMAJ s CBsi3u YepHoBa
Y U3/1aTEJIbCKOTO JIej1a, KpOME TOTO, YTO OH SIBJISIETCS] YbMM-TO 3HAKOMBIM.

— 3TO NOTOMY 4TO s HE MOy y Hero rnomoiy. KoHeuyHo, oH Mor Obl Bce YCTPOHUTh, HO MHE
HE HYXHO, YTOOBI 3TO OBUIO CHENaHO TaKUM mmyTeM. Mol poMaH JIOikeH OBITh BOCTPEOOBAHHBIM
C caMOro HauaJja, B IIepBYyI0 OYepe/ib, B [la3aX PeAaKkTopa.

— Hy, 310 Kak 3Hath, BOT [IphITKO OCOOEHHO HE OIEHWJI, — CTapasCh He OCKOPOUTh 30pHUHa,
cKaza .

— Hy u ueprt ¢ Hum, ¢ 3tum IpeiTko! Toxe MHe, n3garenscTBo, — Kons CrunioHys u ycraBuiics
B OKHO.

MBbI BepHY/IMCh B TOT MOMEHT, KOT/1a YEJIOBEK C 3ayHBIBHBIM I'OJIOCOM KaK pa3 3aKOHYMJI YUTATh
coe npousseeHune. Kak okazanock, YepHOB TOke HE CMOTI BbIIEPAKATh ITOIO MOJIOIOTO YEJIOBEKa,
HO U HE JaThb €My BO3MOXXHOCTH IPOYECTh — OH HE MOT. MBI BOIILJIM B KOMHATY, CO BCEMHU I03/10pO-
BaJMch. B Kpecie, Kak u B POIUIbIA pa3, cujena Karenbka. YBuueB Hac ¢ 30puHBIM, OHA MOJOIILIA.

— Hukonaii, Bbl cerogus onasnaeiBaere. Hazeroch, Ha To MMEIOTCSl BECKME OCHOBAHM A, — CKa3aja
Karennka, nonxond k Kose Bce Omxe u Omxe.

— 3npasctByiiTe, Exarepuna..., To ectb Karenbka. [la, Mbl HECKOJBKO 3aJepXkajlucCh: MOKa
YeMoJIaH, oKa 00e]I, 3HaeTe, Kak Bce ObIBaeT, — Hayasl TApaTOpUTh 30pYH, SIBHO BOMHYsICh. KaTeHbka
MIOBEPHYJIACh KO MHE.

— Mecbe, — ckazaja oHa.

— Mapawm, — nozpirpan s U, B3sB €€ PyKY, IOLIEI0BaJl, KaK U B MPOLUIBIA pas.

— Aujourd'hui un jour de pluie,’ — B3moxHyna KateHbka.

— Bol nipaBbl, JIbeT Kak U3 Beapa, — CKaszas sl OTYEro-TO MO-PYCCKU.

— Tax BBl M pycckuii 3HaeTe? — B IIYTKY yAuBUJIach KareHbka.

— Oui bien siir, *— ¥ 371eCh s TOHSUI, YTO HAIIl ABYSA3BIYHBIA JUATIOT CTAHOBUTCS YK€ CJIMIIIKOM.

— C Bawuero no3Bonenusi, Karenbka, — 30pyH MOKJIOHWICS U OTBEJ MEHSI B CTOPOHY.

MBbI BBIIUTM B KOPUAOP, TaM CTOsUT YepHOB M pa3roBapvBall ¢ TeM MevaibHbIM IOHOIIEH, YTO
ceilyac yuTal.

3 CeronHs NOXTMBBIN IeHb (ppaniy.)

4 Ia, xoHeuHo (¢ppary.)
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— ¢l 3ameTw1, Kak OH BBIXO/IUT, HAM HYKHO C HUIM MTOTOBOPUTSD, — cKa3an KoJis, KuBasi B CTOpOHY
YepHosa.

— Hy, Tak nonoiiem K Hemy? — CIPOCHII 5.

— MBbI 10JKHBI TIOMPOCKTBH €r0 MPOUTHU B €0 KAOMHET, YTOOB! OH MPOYes CTUXH. 3aTeM OH CKa-
KET CBOE MHEHHUE, U MOXKHO OyeT MpogosKuTh Beuep. Camoe T1aBHOE — BBILIETTUTh YepHOBa, Koraa
OH OCTaHEeTCsI OIH. DTOT IOHOIIA, YTO YUTAJI MOCIIEIHIE TI0JTYaca MeYaIbHbIM TOJIOCOM, HE OTXOIUT
OT HEero HY Ha IIar.

Ho nocne 3Tux c/1oB 10HOIIA MOMPOINANICS C XO3MHOM Bevepa U Ioles npodb. YepHoB orJis-
HYJICSI U, YBUJIEB HAC, MOIOIIET.

— Dt0 ObUI MIeMsHHUK [IPHITKO, €ClIU Bbl HE 3HANM, 51 TIPOCTO HE MOT HE PacHaxHyTh Mepen
HUM JBepH Haniero kiryoa. Ho kakoii ke OH OCpeCTBEHHBIH MO3T, 3TO MPOCTO YMY HETIOCTHKIMO.
B mo6oM ciydae 10HOIIa ocTalics JOBOJIEH, O0emall MOXBIUTD Hallle MEPOIPUSsITHE JsilIe, — CKa3al
UepHOB Kak Obl MEXIY MIPOYHM.

— ¥V 1e0s ceifuac ectb MUHYTa BpeMeHH? MHe Obl TOKa3aTh TeOe Mapy CTUXOB, XOTEIOCh Y3HATh
TBOE MHEHME, — cKa3ajl 30puH. TOT KUBHYJI U MPUITIACKII TIPOUTHA B KaOWHET. 30pUH B3SUT MAIKy
U3 KOPHUIOPA, a 3aTeM JIOTHAJT HaC.

— A 9bM CTHXH, 51 MOTY 3HaTh? — cripocil YepHOB, caisCh 3a CBOM pabovnil CTO.

— OHH TIOKa YTO aHOHUMHBI, TIOTNIPOCHJIM Y3HATh MHEHHE KPUTHUKA, TUTeparopa, peaakropa. S
cpazy nogymai o tebe. Hy Tak uto?

— 4l nocmoTpIo, — ckazas YepHoB. 30puH J10CTAJT HAILLIK CTUXU, KOTOPBIE MbI [TUCAJIN STUM JTHEM,
1 npoTsiHy1 YepHoBy. TOT ¢ cepbe3HBIM BHIOM Hayasl YMTaTh. S HE MOT MOHATH MO €r0 MUMHUKE,
YTO ke OH aymaeT o Hux. OH TO XMypHJICs, TO ero OpoBr HA0OOPOT B3JIETAIM BBEpX. MBI CTOSIH
MoT4Ya, CMOTpesM Ha YepHOoBa, KOTOPBIN U3yvasl HAllK PadOTHI.

— 51 Bce ke Xo4y y3HaTh, Ub€ 3TO? — CIPOCHII OH MMOCMOTPEB HA HAC.

— DTO MOEro 3HaKOMOT0, — OTBETHJI 30pHH, HE BblaBasi HAC.

— Kak 51 BIKy 10 OYEpKY, 9T CTUXU MPHUHAUIEKAT ABYM Pa3HBIM JIIOASIM, HO HAITUCAHbI OHU
Ha Oymare W3 OIHOM CTOMKH, BOT 3/I€Ch KTO-TO IPOJMJI Kode, U 51 6ojiee YeM yBepeH, Ha MHOTHX
JIMCTAX OKAXyTCsl TOYHO Takue ke MmsATHa oT kKode. 1 Obl He cripammBai, ecau Obl Th, Hukomaii,
MIPUIIIENT KO MHE OfIH, HO C TOOOM MPUIIIesT Halll HOBbIY ToBapuIl PUIaTOB, HACKOJIBKO S IOMHIO.

— Bce BepHO, — oTBETUI 4.

— He 3Has, yro BB 00a muIeTe Mpo3y, sl MPUHSLT Obl STU CTUXM 3a Ballld, — OH MMOCMOTpPE
Ha 30puHa, 3aTeM Ha MEHSI.

— A Kakoe 3T0 uMeeT oTHoleHue k ctuxam? Karum kode, mouepk. 51 He mporry Tedsi ToMovb
MHE PacKpbITh MPECTYIUICHUE, 51 TIPOIIY CKa3aTh CBOE CIIOBO KacaTeJbHO 3THX CTUXOB, — BO3PA3UI
30puH.

— 41 ero 3Hal, 3TOro TOBapwINa, YbM 3TO CTUXU? MokeT ObITh, OH CErojfiHs MPUCYTCTBYET
31ech? — He yHUMauicsi YepHoB.

— Her, ero ceronus et 31ech. [la v motom, Bbl ero Bce paBHO He 3HaeTe, — OTBETUJI 30pHH.

— Yro s gymaio 1o MoBOLY TUX CTHXOB s CKaKy JIMIIb aBTopy. [IprBenTe MHE ero, TOBapHII]
3opuH, u 1 0yny Bam 6naromapen. Keratu, Bo3pMHTE BOT 3T JIHBI'M ¥ Tiepefiaiite ux Bammemy ToBa-
PUIILY, CKaKHTE, YTO sl KyIWJI €r0 YePHOBUKHU M YTO OUEHb OBl XOTEJI, YTOOBI OH SIBUJICS KO MHE CaM.
Jlymaio, IeHbI'M €ro 3aMHTEPECYIOT U OH 00s3aTeIbHO MPUJIET, ECIIM eMy, KOHEYHO, MHTEPECHO, YTO
s TyMalo T10 MoBOJYy ero padot. A ceituac, rocnona, — ckazain YepHOB, BCTaBasi CO CBOETO Kpeca, —
AyMalo, Halll Beuep MOJOIIEeN K KOHILY, CerofiHsl ObLT OAMH M3 CaMbIX TSDKEJIBIX BEUepoB. DTO MPOCTO
OajaraH, a He JTUTEpaTypHbIi Kiyo. Beero mo6poro.
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I'naBa IV

Ot YepHOBa MBI PEIIVIIN BBIATH Cpa3y ke, KaK TOILKO OH OOBSIBIII O 3aKPHITUH Beuepa. Vmbuy
u ['onyOeB ocTanuch y HEero, Tak Kak MOCTYMWJIO MPeIokeHre oy KUHaTh. Mbl UM ¢ 30pUHBIM,
OH HeC YeMojlaH, Kypua U Moadai. OCTaHOBUBIIKCH BO3JIe CKAMEWKH, OH MPHCE, TTOCTABWI Y HOT
YEeMOJIaH U MPEeIOKUIT MHE CECTb.

— 41 mymaio, ecnv OH J1aJt IeHer, 3HAYWT, BCe He TaK IJIOX0, Kak KaxkeTcs. Bps m Obl OH cTas
IJIATUTh 32 TO, YTO HE CTOUT U Tpoia. Kcratu, ckosbko Tam? — MOUHTEPeCcoBaICS 1.

—ITO Thl MPOCTO TUIOXO 3Haellb YepHoBa, — OH MOKa3aJl MHE JIEHbI'M. — 37IeCh XBAaTUT HA MECSI]
6e30e/IHOM KM3HHU. DTO 3HAYMT, YTO OH OUYEHb XOUeT BUJIETh STOro aBTOopa. B TOM, 4TO HaIllM CTUXU
YEro-To CTOSIT, 51 IO CUX MOP COMHeBaioch. [locie Toro kak Mbl MPeJICTABUM €My aBTOpa, OH MOXKET
C YABIOKOU MOMPOCUTh €ro OOJIbIlle HUKOTAA He JIepXkaTh B pPyKax Mepo. YTOCTHTh €ro BBITUBKOW,
MOTOBOPHTH O YE€M-TO HACYIITHOM M C MEPOM OTITYCTUTh. HO pa3 oH cka3aJ, 4To TOBOPUTH Oy/IeT JIUIIIb
C aBTOPOM, MO-JIPyroMy He OyJerT.

— IIpocuTh KOro-TO M3 CBOMX, HY, ['0NyOeBa wim Mibrda, cMbICTia HeT.

— OH uX 3HaeT, 3TO JIOJUKEH OBITh YeJIOBEK M3BHE, MOJIOJOH IMO3T, C KOTOPHIM MBI CITyJYaifHO
MO3HAKOMIJIUCH U KOTOPBIN MOMPOCKII MEHsI TIOKa3aTh ero padoThl. JIaJHO, XBATUT CHJIETh, MOILIA
Ha KanandyeBckyio, BO3bMEM 4ero-HUOYIb MOECTh W, MOXET ObITh, TpaMHYMK, — CKa3adl 30pUH H,
B35IB UeMOJIaH, Mbl ABUHYJIUCH JAJIbIIIE.

B nmBHOIA OBLJIO MHOTOJTIONHO, JaXke HE XOTEJIOCh 371eCh OCTaBaThCS, HO ITO yke ObLJIO HaIle
¢ 30prHBIM MecTO. MBI B3s111 cede phIOy C JTyYKOM, KApTOILIEUKH, YePHBIH XJ1e0 U TpapIHYMK BOAKH.

— 4 mpenyiaraio ckazatb YepHOBY mpaBiy, Tak, MOJI, U TaK, XOTEeJIM MHEHHSI CO CTOPOHBI, 00b-
€KTUBHOrO MHEHUs1. BOT U mpuyMasu 3Toro aBTopa, — MpearooxKuI 5.

— Ham He cTouT 3TO Aenath OT CBOEro UMeHu, nmoHumaenib? [1o BO3MOKHOCTU HYKHO JIepXkKaTh
9T0 B cekpete. Eciu BApyr morper, Tl MPeACcTaBb, MPUAETCS CUUTAThCS CO BCEMM, YTOOBI U3 3aj1a
He BbIKpUKuBanu: «He aBTop 310 !» min «Jla ux tam 1iesas maiika nuieT, 3Tu ctuxu». Ecim onn Yep-
HOBY IOHPABSITCS, AyMalo, OH MOXKET CIeJIaTh MHTEPECHOE MPEJIOKEHUE HAIlIeMY TO3TY, BOT TOJIBKO
BOIIPOC, TJIE €r0 B3SITh.

S cmoTpen Ha Jofielt 3a COCETHUMU CTOJIAMU M TIOHUMAJI, YTO HEBO3MOKHO BOT Tak MPOCTO
MOIONTH K YeJIOBEKY W TOMPOCUTH MOOBITh HA KAKOE-TO BpeMsl HAIIMM JPYroM M MO3HAKOMUTHCS
¢ ToBapuieM YepHOBBIM, UTOOBI OH Bam BbiCKa3as Bce, 4To AymaeT o Bammx cruxax, kotopsie Bbl,
KOHEYHO, He TICAaJIH, HO TO IMyHKT HAIIIeH IpyKObl — BHICITYIIUBATh BCE, UTO CKakeT YepHOB o Bamux
CTHXaX.

— A MOXeT, IeiCTBUTENILHO JEHET MPeIIOKUTh? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS f1.

— 51 Toxe myman o0 3TOM, B OHOM Tearpe, 37eCh HeJaJIeKO, 3HAKOMBIN Yy MeHsI €CTh, TOJIBKO
3HaeT ero YepHOB, cam ke MEHSI C HUM, KakeTcs, U o3HakoMusI. OH BoOOIIe OOJNBINON TeaTpa,
JOOUT XOPOIIIKE MTOCTAHOBKHU.

Harmie mosnoxeHre ObUTO He U3 JIyUIINX, 3[eCh HYX)KHO ObUIO TIOMyMaTh. 1 cTapajicst Kak Mo,
CMOTpeJT Ha JIOIeH: Bce ObUTM TIOTPYKEeHbI B CBOM {yMBI M pa3roBopsl. [lepen Hamu 3a CTOIOM cHjiel
MY>KYMHA, TIOIHBIA TAKOW, YacTO MOCMAaTPUBAJI Ha Yachl, KOrO-TO *KJal1. 3a ero ClMHOM cujesia KeH-
IIIMHA, OHA Pa3roBapuUBajia C MOAPYrod M YTO-TO C HEell OYeHb OKHMBJICHHO OOCYXaaia. A BOT MUMO
HAC TIpOoIIIes I0HOIA, C TOYHO TaKUM K€ YEMOJAHOM, Kak U y 30puHa. SI mpucMoTpesicsl Moydlle:
9TO, KaKeTcsl, U ObUT YeMojiaH 30prHA, TIePEMOTAHHbBIN OSUEBKOM, C ITapaniHAMU Ha KPHIIIIKE.

— Kons, yemonan! — kpukHy s1. 30puH TYT ke ocMoTpelt nof ctoin. Kak s u tymai, yemoaHa
OH TaM He OOHAPYKHUIL.

—I'ne on? — Bckounit Koms.

— Jla BOH, MapHMIIIKA MOTAIWII, B CEPOM KOCTIOME, BUJIMIIIb ? — I yKa3aJl Ha TapHsl JIET IBaJIIaTH,
KOTOPBIN HeC YeMojiaH 30p1HA U IIieJT KpaiiHe MeJIeHHO, KaK HU B YeM He ObIBaJIo.

27



['. KappsnoB. «[lostrueckas apepa»

— Tak, a Hy-Ka 3a HUM, — CKOMaHJJ0BaT HUKOMail, ¥ Mbl OCTOPOKHO, UTOOBI HE BCITyTHYTh BOPA,
nonu ciegom. OH nojpoIen K ckaMelike B 3ajie oxuaanus. Ha Heil jiexalia napa narnok u 4eMo-
naH. Psagom cujiena keHIyHa ¢ MaJIeHbKUM peOeHKOM Ha pyKax. MoJofioi YesloBeK MOJIOKUII OIUH
yeMolaH Ha Apyroi. OTKPhUT HAI, JIOCTAJ U3 HEro MOIO TanKy U C MHTEPeCOM Hayall ee JIUCTATh.
3arem yOpas ee 0OpaTHO, a CBEpXy MOJIOKWI 1Be CBOM. HackoMbKO ero ObLIM 3TU MAIKH, CKa3aTh
OBLJIO CJIOKHO, TAaK K€ KaK M O MPUHA]IC)KHOCTH My BTOPOTO YeMOojiaHa 3aKOHHBIM ITyTEM IMOKYITKU
WA B KAYEeCTBE HACJIE/ICTBA.

— A s TeGe roBOpHII, UTOOBI ThI HE CTABUJT YeMOJIaH Ha rpoxojie. A Tol MHe: «OH IycTOM, KOMY
OH HyXeH?» — o:xypuJ 1 Hukonas.

— Tenepp BUKY, 4TO KOMY-TO OH JICHCTBUTENIBHO HYXeH. [ JlaBHOe, Kak 4ucTo paboTaer-To,
Ja U BHIJISAUT IPUJIMYHO, He oOopBaHell. Mactep, BUIMMO, 3apadoTall TaKUM ITyTeM, OJCKKY cede
KymuJ1 1a OuieT Ha moesn1. Bee, Hajto 6parh, IOKa HUKY/IA He yeXasl, — ¥ Mbl C 30pUHBIM HaIPaBUIIUCh
K TOMYy CaMOMY TIapHIO.

— YBaxaemasi, He MO Obl BbI TiepececTs B Ipyroe MecTo, a TO HaM C HaIlliM MTPUSITEIeM Toro-
BOPUTH HYKHO, — CKa3al 30puH, 00paiasch K KeHIIMHe ¢ peOeHKOM Ha pykax. [lapeHek mocMmoTtpernt
Ha HAaC ¥ XOTeJ1 ObUTO OekaTh, HO 30pUH OCTAHOBHJI €T0 U MPHKAJT K CKaMelKe 00paTHO. YBUJIEB BCIO
9Ty KapTHHY, XKEHIIWHA coOpasia KakKhe-To TIOKU, peOeHKA 1 TIOIILIA MTPOYb.

— Yero Bam HY)XHO? — CIIPOCHJI IOHOIIIA, CMOTPsI TO Ha MeHs1, To Ha Komio.

— Jlns1 Hauas1a BEpHU HaM YeMOJIaH, — CKa3aJl 51 U KUBHYJI Ha YeMoJaH 30p1Ha, KOTOPBII ITApEHb
MIPUIEPKUBAT PYKOH.

— DT0 MOU YeMofaH, 51 ceilvyac Mo30By, KOTO CIeIyeT, — CKa3aJl I0HOINA, 1 ObLJIO BUIHO, KaK
CHJILHO OH BOJIHYETCSI.

— A MHe KaxeTtcsi, uTo 3T0 He Bain uemonaH, Mosooit yeaoBek. XoTsl BIIPOYEM, 30BUTE, TTOTO-
BOPUM Ha YeTBEPHIX, ITyCKall Bce Oy/IeT Mo 3aKOHY, — a BOT 30pHH ObLT COBEPITIEHHO CIIOKOEH.

Bopwuiiika emie pa3 mombitayicsi coexkarbh, HO Y HEro He BBIILUIO. 3a MOMBITKY modera 30puH
yIapuJI ero B JIUIO, M y TOrO Ha OETOCHEKHOW KOXe Cpa3y ke MPOCTYITUI CHHSIK.

— Twt kyma coOparcst, Mbl, KaxkeTcs, TeOs eme He oTimyckand. OTaai yeMoiaH Js/1sM, — cKazal
30puH, XOTS IOHOIIA OBUT HE HAMHOTO HAaC MJIAJIIIIE, 1a)ke POCTa Mbl C HUM ObUIM TIPUMEPHO OTUHA-
koBoro. Kosie HpaBuiach ero HoBast poJjib, OH HACJIAXIAJICSI CBOMM TPUYyMQOM.

— Xoporiio, 3adupaiite, Bce paBHO MyCTOW ObLI, — OOMKEHHO MPOrOBOPUJI I0HOINA, U 30pUH
TMepecTa ero aepxars.

— Bor u xoporo. 3a6upaii u3 Hero Bce, YTO ThI TyJa yIaKOBaJ, — MPUKPUKHYIT HA BOPHIIKY
30pUH U IOAMUTHYJI MHE.

— Jla moxany¥icra, — I0HOIIA BCTaJI, OTKPBUT YeMOJAH U Havasl JOCTaBaTh MANKH U TIePEKJIa bl
BaTh UX B Apyroi uemonad. OfHa, BTOpasi, TPEThSI.

— Thl, KaxeTcs1, B3sUT JIMIITHIOW ? — CKBO3b 3yOHI TIporiens1 Kosisi, cXBaTUB MapeHbKa 3a IIelo.

— Ornyctrte, KoMy roBopio. Ceifuac ke OTITyCTUTE MEHsI, — 9TO OH HavaJl JIeJiaTh JIJIs TpUBJieUe-
HUs K ceOe BHUMaHust. OHM — IeTH Y1l YK OOJILHO XUTpPbIe M HUKOTA He OITyCKAIOT PYKH U Kapao-
KalOTCsI U130 BCEX CHJI, JIaXke KOT/ia MojiokeHue yxe 0e3BbixoqHoe. Hy, nomyctim, HaOeryT JKeHIIUHBI,
M3 OPraHOB KTO YCJIBIIIMT, OOCTYIAT HAC, HAYHYT JOMBITHIBATHCS, 32 YTO MApeHbKa Mydaem, a OH
pa3 — u cie pocThil. [a emie u ¢ AByMs yemopaHaMu. Tak 4To 3/1eCh HY)XHO OBITh OCTOpOXKHEE,
€CJIM XOUelllb YerO-TO BHIOWTh M3 TOTO MapHS.

— 3amMoiuM, KOMy TOBOpIO, — HO Ha BCE YroBOphl 30pHHA TAapeHb He mojjiaBajics. B koHie
KOHIIOB KoJist ocTaBuII apHs B MOKOE |, B35IB BCE TPH MAIKK, HAYaJl UCKATh Ty, YTO MIPUHA]IEKATa
MmHe. [lepBas narnka noseresna Ha 1oJ, co cioBamu: «He To». Bymaru pacchinaimch npsiMo y Hac Toj
HOTaMHU.

— U 310 He T0, — cka3an 30puH, Opocas Ha MOJI OYepeIHYIO ManKy. — A BOT U Hallla, — cKaz3al
Ko, nepenasas MHe nanky.
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— 3abupaiite, ¥ YeMOIaH CBOM 3a0upaiite, — Ha4aJl BOpYaTh IOHOIIA, cCOOMpas ¢ 1oja Oymaru. —
Sl certuac csy Ha MOE3[ U yeIy, a Bbl CUJUTE 3]IECh, CO CBOMM ITYCTBIM YEMOJIAHOM, HECUACTHBIE.

— Tsl moroBopu MHe 3/1eCh ellle, — ckazajal 30puH U OTBECW eMy MOA3aThblIbHUK. MHe cTaio
Jake KaJlb TapHs, HY, MOXET ObITh, HE CO 3J1a OH. §I crapajics HallTH OObSCHEHHE ero MOCTYIKaM,
HO 3T0 ObLIO Gecronie3Ho. Llerisisch 3a OCTaTK! YeTOBEUECKOro, UTo ObLJIO B 9TOM IOHOIIIE, s CKa3all.

— Hy, Hukonaii, MHe Kaxercs, OH yKe TIOJy4rJI CBOE CIIOJIHA, — M CeJl Ha KOPTOYKH, YTOOBI
MOMOYb COOpaTh €My pacchillaHHble 30pUHBIM OymMaru. Mbl pacKJIaJpIBIA MX IO TArKaM, TOoKa s
HE 3aMeTHJI, YTO Ha BCEX JIMCTAX 3aIKCH BeIyTCs B CTOJIOUKH, KaK CITUCKH.

— 30puH, — 5 BCTAJ ¥ TIOKa3aJl eMy OJVH U3 JIMCTKOB, TIOI0OPAHHBIN C TIOJa.

— Crtuxu? He MoxeT 3T0ro ObITh. DTO €ro? — OH yKa3aJl Ha MapeHpka. S KMBHYIL.

— JIBe manku co CTUXaMHU, Thl MOXKEIIb ce0e 9TO MPEICTABUTh? — CIIPOCHUIT 1.

— Kaxercs, y Hac ectb 03T 1y1s1 YepHoBa, — KoJis moxJjionasn MeHs 1o IJIedy U caM IPUHSIICS
MOMOTaTh I0HOIIIE COOUPATh pa30pPOCAHHBIE JIMCTHI 1O MOTTY.

— Tbl cMOTpH-Ka, Kak UHTEpeCHO, TBoU? — cripocuii Kosist y 1oHoMIu.

— Vx HaBepHOE He Baiy, — OTBETUII TapeHeEK.

— 3Bath TeOs Kak? — MOMHTEpecoBasIC 1.

— ®urnib, — MpayHO OTBETUII TOT.

— Her, Hy TBI I151HB, K HEMY KaK K 4eJIOBeKY, a oH «Putiib»! ms y 1eds ectb, pamunus?

— 41 BaMm Tak u ckazain! A Bbl Ha MEHSI pa3 — U AeJIo colbere?

— Jla He Hy’KeH Thl HaM, MbI 32 YeMOJJAHOM IPUIIUIH, — CKa3aJl 30pHUH.

— W nanko#, — nogjep:xai st ToBapuIlia.

[Mapenp Mo4a coOHMpa CBOM JIUCTHI, TIOCJIE TOTO Kak 00e MarKy ObUIM YCIIEIITHO TePEeBs3aHbI,
OH yOpaJl X B YeMOJIaH, 3aKPbLT €ro, TOMPABUII CBOIO KEMNKY, MAKAK ¥ HAPABHJICS B CTOPOHY Tep-
pOHa.

— Jla u myckaii uger, — MaxHyJ emy Bcie] 30puUH.

— Ja 1e1 uto, Komnsi? MBI ke moryaca Ha3aj[ He 3HaJIM, Koro YepHoBY MOKa3bIBaTh Oy/ieM, UJIH,
MOXKET, y TeOsi BAPUAHTHI TIOSIBUJIUCH ?

— He npaBurcsi mHe 3T0T napens. U kimuka kakasi-to, @UTUIb, — cKa3asl 30pyH, MPOBOXasI
TIAPHSI B3JISIIOM.

— Ceituac Besb ye/IeT, Thl, KaK XOYelllb, a 51 IOTOHIO ero, — cKa3as s 30pUHY U MyCTUIICS CJIEIOM
3a [apHeM.

OH crosi1 Bo3Jie cToj10a U Kypul, CTpyHKa JpIMa TUIaBHO ToI3/1a BBepX. Kypuit oH, He BBIHUMAs
Manvpocy 30 pTa, IIyPHUII I1a3a U MOYechiBaJl 3aThUIOK. Sl MOAOIIEN K HEMY.

— IMarmupocku He OyneT? — CIIPOCHIT 5.

— Onsars Te1? JlagHO, AEPKU, — OH MPOTSIHYJI MHE MANUPOCY, 5 3aKYPUIL

— ®utuib, TH 3710... He cepnuck Ha 30puHa, cam OHMMAEIllb, YTO BUHOBAT, — cKas3aJ s, CTa-
pasich OBITH MOYYUTETHLHBIM.

— Yero yx TYT He MOHSTh, — PACCTPOEHO CKazasl PUTHUJIb.

— Hy a uero Torma Hagyncsa? OéumHo, noau?

— OOKIHO, YTO MOMAJICS, CTApel0, — CKa3asl OH U MMOCMOTPEJT Ha MEHSI.

— Hy, ckaxenb Toxe. CKOIBKO Tebe? — CIIpOCHIT 1.

— CemHaauarh, — orBeTU PUTHIIB.

— [MoHaTHO. A BHIIJISAMING HA BCe ABAANATh. TeOe yke He KApMaHHUKOM OBITh HAJIO, a Ky/a
BhIITIe MeTUTh. 51 TeOe He CoBeTYI0, He MOoyMaid, TaK, paccyxaa. Thl Kyaa MyTh JepKUIIb?

— B Tam0o0B, — otBeT1 ToT 1 AoOaBuI: — K Mamke. 51 B MockBe B AecaTh JieT okazajcs. JJoma
Ha T0e3/1 MPBITHYJIM ¢ TApHAME U foexair. OHu 00paTHO MOTOM, a MHE MHTEPECHO cTasio. MHOromMy
Hayuuscs 31eck. [TucateneM XoTes cTaTh, TOJBKO OJHO JeJI0 -BOPOBATh, a IPyroe — mucatesieM ObITh.
CraJ He HyXeH 51 B 9TOM ropojie, Terepb 0OpaTHO JJOMOM TIOey.

— A nouemy «PUTHITb»? — P 5 ellle pa3 MoNpoOOBATh Y3HATH €r0 HACTOSIIEE UMS.
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— Mens BooOmie-to EBrennii PameHckui 30ByT, HO Korjia nmpuexasi B MOCKBY, CBSI3aJICS C TIap-
HsIMH, OHU MEHs1 KypuTh U Hayuusu. Kypio MHOro, BoT 1 ®uTuIb.

— A ctuxu, cTajno ObITh, TBOU?

— Mowu, Bce Momn.

— A nouemy Ha narnke u Ha yeMmojaHe HanmcaHo «CumoH KoBasbckuii»?

— Jla He Moii 3TO YeMo/aH, IaBHO JeJI0 ObUIO, U TANKK MPUTOIWINCh, YTO B HeM Obuth. Beser
MHE Ha YeMOJIaHbl, /1a ellle U C TalKaMH, — CKa3aJl OH U HeIPYKETOOHO MOCMOTPEIT Ha MEHSI.

— Hy noHATHO. A cTMXU TBOU, 3HAUUT, — [TAPEHb KUBHYJI. [IoBepio A eMy uim HeT, ero He BOJI-
HOBAJIO, OH ceiiuac ObLJI TOTOB CECTh B CBOH I0€3]] U yeXaTh, TaK YTO BPaTh MHE HE ObLJIO CMBICTIA.

— Mue nopa, ceffuac noesz nogagyT, — ckazan PuTuib v, MOAHSB YeMOIaH, BHIOPOCHIT OKY-
pok. — BeIBail, — cka3ajl OH MHE U, IOAMUTHYB, MIOILIEJI TI0 IIEPPOHY. S JOTHaJI €ro U MOILEI PSIOM.

— Heyno6Ho kak-To MOMy4YHMIIOCh, Jai, Jymalio, MPOBOXKY TeOst, — PUTHIIb XMBIKHYJ U MOJTYa
MPOJOJIKA UATH. MHE HYKHO ObUIO BO UTO Obl TO HU CTAJIO YTOBOPHUTH €TI0 OCTAThCS U MPUCOEIH-
HUTCS K Halllel TIO3TUYECKON aBaHTIOPE, M C KAXK/IbIM I11aroM sl HOHMMAJI 3TO BCE OTUETIMBEN. Y MeHs
HE HaxXOoquJI0Ch cJIoB. He Ob110 TOro pyciia mpy pa3roBope, U3 KOTOPOro OH MOT Obl TUIABHO TIEpeTeyb
B 9TO COMHUTEJILHOE MPEJIOKEHHE.

— Jloma uem 3aiiMenIbesi? — CIPOCUII 51 MEXTy TPOUYUM.

— Tebe npasna untepecuo? Hy XopoIio, MOXKeT, B TIOJIe MOy padoTaTh WM eIlie Kyaa, y Hac
’KUBOTHBIE €CTb, & BCE HACEJIEHUE — CTApUKHU. MHe TaM ObICTpO HalIyT mpuMeHeHue. [ oBopsT, 60I1b-
IIEBUKH CKOPO TPAKTOP BBIIEJIAT Ha HAIlE CEJIO.

— ToI 3Hae1b, 4TO cevac rojoj B ye3aax? — CpOCHII f.

— 310 THI MHE OyJeIb pacCKa3bIBaTh MPO royon? — GUTHIIL OCTAHOBUJICS U TOCMOTPES Ha MEHS
TaK, CJIOBHO 51 HE 3HaI0, O YEM I'OBOPIO, a Y HEro OIbITa XOTb Ky/a.

— Tak, mpocTo cripocuit, — cKa3a s BAHOBATO. — Thl TOBOPHIIIb, TOITOM XOTes cTath? Y Te0s
OyleT Takasi BOSMOKHOCTb, €CJIM Thl OCTAHEIIILCS, — CKa3aJl st UHTPUTYIoIie. Mbl CTOSIIM BO3JIe BaroHa,
B KOTOPBIN BOT-BOT csijieT PUTHIIb.

— C yero B3s117 — CIIPOCHUJT OH.

— Iloromy uTO cerogHs 3Be3/bl HA TBOEH CTOPOHE, M ITOT YEMOJAH, — 51 KUBHYJ Ha BOK3aJl,
rje ocrajcs 30puH, — He MPOCTO CllydaiiHoe coBlajieHre. Mbl ¢ 30pUHBIM MUcaTeN, Ceilyac MuIieM
TMI033MI0, U OT €r0 JIMLA XOUy HPEeIJIOKHUTh TeOe MPUCOSINHUTHCS K HAIlIeMy TBOPYECKOMY KPYTYy.

— [Ipamo tak u nucarenu? Yro nuere? Uznaerecs? ¥V koro cocroure? — cripocusl PUTUIID,
npurypuB 11a3. OH SIBHO MHE He JI0BEpsI, KaK, BIIPOYEM, U 5 EMY.

— Mm1 paboTtaem Hag u3natesibetBoM, y IpeiTko. OH ceifuac B KOMaHAWPOBKE, Bpojie Obl. A Tak,
BpsiL Jiu TeOe 4TO-HUOYIIb, KOHEUHO, 3TO CKaXeT, HO Mbl YMTaeM Ha Beuepax y YepHosa.

— Bpemenis? — Bock/MKHY PUTUIL U Hauall XOOUTh B3aJ-Briepen. Emie HeqaBHO Ha gonpoce
y MeHs1 ObUI 9TOT MapeHeK, HO MpaBuJia UI'Pbl K3MEHITNCh. Ho OMH BHIBOI U3 €ro JAeHCTBUN 51 BCe-
TaKM CyMeJ U3BJIeYb: He HY)KHO HUYEro JOKa3biBaTh. HyXHO OmpenenuThcsi, BEpUILb Thl WIN HET.
Ecnu xe Bepuillb, MpMHUMAH YesoBeKa, IpaB/ia OTKPOETCsl co BpeMeHeM. Eciu ke Her, MoXkelllb
pa3BOpauMBaThCsl U yXOOUTh. BbUIO BUAHO, Kak y MapeHbKa 3aropesivch I1a3a, HO J0Jisi COMHEHUI
B HUX BCE-Taku Mpeodiiaiania.

— Ipsam, Tak u k YepHOBY ¢ coO0ii BO3bMETe? — CITPOCHJT OH.

— Hy, eciu 1Bl ceituac csiienib B CBOM TMOE3/1 M yelellb, TyT YK W3BMHM, OpaT. UepHOBa MbI
B TamOO0B He mprBe3eM. A OCTaHeIbCsl — U AECATOrO Yucia Oy/ens uuTath y YepHoBa, repen Jiyd-
IIMMHU NI03TaMu, HanipuMmep, Tlokposckum, Epemunsiv, Exateprnoii 3eMckou.

— Jlecsroro, ropopuliib? — Mbl 3aKypHJIH, 51 MOTYa KUBHYJI.

— Ecnm Th1 Hacuer Owiieta, Tak yX U ObITh, OJOKUM TeOe JeHer, a ec/id MaTh OXHUAAeT, TO
AayMmai caM, — 3TO ObUTH TOCTIEIHUE CJI0BA, CKa3aHHbIE MHOM B €ro aapec. [Ipyrux apryMeHTOB Y MEeHsI
He ObUIO, HO Y0UKa OblJTa BEPHO 3aKUHYTA, M ceiiuac HyKHO ObLJIO C/Ie/IaTh PEIIAIONIHI [I1ar, a MIMEHHO
pa3BepHyThCsSl M YUTH. fl Tak W chenan. 30puH cAajics B caMOM Havajie, a 51 XOTs Obl TMOMBITAJICS
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YrOBOPUTH NapHs. PUTHUIIb OKa3ascs HEMPOCT, HO ¥ MBI YTO-HUOYIb TpuayMaeM. S Boien B 3qaHue
Bok3asia. KoJist cuzien 3a Hallmmm CTOJIOM B TTMBHOM.

— Hy u vero TbI no1iiesn 3a HUM, s He MIOHUMAI0, — BO3MYIIAJICS 30pUH, TTOKA MBI IIJTH K BHIXOJY.

— IlymaJ, MOXeT, 3TO Halll ImaHc. MOXeT, yrOBOPUTH MOTYUUTCS, — TPYCTHO CKa3al 5.

— O 4em cronbko roopmn? {1 yxe 3axaancs Teosl.

— Jla Tak, cripammsal, KyJa eieT, YeM 3aHUMAaeTcsl.

— A TO THI HE BUJIUIIIb, YEM OH 3aHUMAETCs, — yauBWiIcs 30puH. Tlocie Heqoiroro Mor4aHus
OH JI00aBWI: — A BrpoueM, ObIJIO OBl HETUIOXO, TIPUCOEIMHICH OH K HaM. Ham Kak pa3 Takoro Obl,
KOTOpbI He OyleT MOoMpeKaTh HAC U Pa3BOAMUTh YMCTOILTIONCTBO. KOTOpOMY MBI TOJNBKO MOJIE3HOE
caestaem, TJIsIUIIb, TO9TOM OBl CTaJl.

Brliinsa w3 3qaHUS BOK3asia, s1 HE MOBEPUJI CBOMM IJIa3aM: MPSMO Ha YeMOjaHe, B CEpPOM
koctiome cuient Putuib. A ceuctHy. ToT 00epHYJICs, TOCMOTpEIT Ha HaC, BCTaI, B3SUI CBOM YeMOJaH
U, TI0YEChIBas 3aThUIOK, MEJICHHO TIOIIEN K HaM.

— Bce paBHO 6e3 Oustera exa, 1a ¥ MaMKe TeJlerpaMmmy He TIOChLTal, He KT MeHsI TaM HUKTO, —
cKasaJl nmapeHb, CMOTPsI B TIOJI.

— Hy uro, noat, necsaroro uncna Kk YepHOBY? — CIPOCHI 5.

— Hy, Kok He IIyTHIIb, — OTBETUII TOT.

— 3opun Hukonaii, — npotsHya pyky Koms.

— Xenbka PameHckuid, — XJIONHYJ €ro no pyke OUtuis.

— Tol 1011 MHE TOJTBbKO, 03 (hOKyCOB. Y HaC Takue Jefia He 00T, MeJIKOBaThl OHU. MBI TeGe
€0 TPEUIOKUTh XOTUM, OHO Tocephe3Hee Oy/IeT, YeM YeMOJaH BOpOBaTh, — cKa3as 30puH. — Hy
000 BCEM I10 IOpOre y3HAEIIb, THI TJIe KUBEIIh ?

— Kun, — ¢ nocayoit orBeTrs1 PUTHIL. — 3a10TKaJ CHITbHO, OPOCKIT CBOM BEIIIHU, [1a U YTEK.

— Bemu, roBoputiib? — 3agymMacs 30puH.

— Tam onexna na CTMXM OCTAJMCh C TMPUHAAJICKHOCTSIMU. Bece paBHO He KaJlKO, — OTBETHI
OUTUITB.

— CTuXu — 3TO Cepbe3HO, — CKa3al 51, IOCMOTPEB Ha 30pHHA.

— A t0! — mogpirpast Mmue Kossi. — JlaBaid, mokassiBail 10pory.

— Jla 6pocbTe, 51 BCe paBHO HE BEPHYCh, — 3alTPOTECTOBAI TOT.

— U 6e3 pa3roBopoB, — MOCTaBUI I TOUKY.

Oxkazanock, PUTHIIL CHUMAJ KOMHATY Y OTHOM KeHIIMHBL. [loHauany JeHer XxBarajo, a 3aTeM
Jiena coBceM Iutoxu cranu. Haruten e, OynTo Asjasi mpueskaeT, TOT M BHIILIATUT Bce, yTo PUTHIb
3agomkan. Ho HuKakoro asiiy He ObUTo M B iomuHe. [ToHavyasmy xo3siika coriaciiiach, HO C KaXJbIM
JHEM BCE Yallle CTajla MHTePEeCcOBaThCsl, CKOPO JIM MPHUEIET TOT CAMBIN JAsilisl, O KOTOPOM IIljIa peyb.
duTHIb KW TaM, TIOKa He TIOHSUI, YTO OCTaBaThCs OOJIbIIE Y Hee He MOKET, TaK KaK X03siKa Hayasa
yrpoxartb nonuipeil. Botr oH u yien u3 ee 1oMa OKOJIO TSATH JHEH Ha3al, a BEIIM OCTaBUII, YTOObI
TMOJI03pEHUI OBUIO MEHBIIIE U HE Cpa3y ero MCKaTh Havasa.

— 3pech, — ykazan Ha crapbiil joM Putmib. — Ha TpetbeM 3Taxe, B 1BaALIATOM.

— o, — ckomanoBas1 30pvH, HO PUTHIIL CTOSIT KAK BKOITAHHBIM.

— 3auem 310? BCce paBHO OHa Belu He OTAACT, a MEHs 3aJepKar, — 3a0eCIOKOUIICS TTApEHb.

— HukTo HHKOro 3aaepxuBath He OyneT. Mbl IPOCTO MOTOBOPHUM C 3TOH JKEHIIMHOMN, 3a0epem
BEIllM U yieM, — 30pHH TOBOPHJI OY€Hb YBEPEHHO, a PUTHIIb CTpATHO 3aBOTHOBAJICS, YCIIBIIIAB
TaKoOW TIJIaH.

— Mbi 00 3TOM He IOTOBapUBAIIUCH, 1 U €3 ITHX OyMaXeK MPOKHUBY.

— Tak ;1e10 He MOMET, Thl 3aJOJKaJT KEHIIMHE 32 KOMHATY? — CIIPOCHIT 1.

— 3an0smKa, — MpOMSIMITUI TOT.

— Tax Oynp moOe3eH OTBeYaTh 3a CBOM MOCTYIKH. YexaTb BCe Mbl MOXEM, — CKa3as 5 U, B3sIB
€ro 3a pyKy, MOTalI B oabe31. PUTHIIb CMUPHIICS ¢ HEM30EKHOCTHIO paciiaTel. OH MOIHUMAJICS
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10 JIECTHUIIE, KaK Y3HHK, M 4TO-TO Oypuas ceOe moja Hoc. OCTaHOBMBIINCH y HYKHOU KBapTHPBHI,
30pyH NONpaBWJI CBOM KOCTIOM, LIUISIITY U MO3BOHMII B IBEPHOM 3BOHOK.

— Kt0 Tam? — pazpancs keHCKui rojoc o Ty CTOPOHY JIBEpH.

— M1 Bam manbuuka npusenu, roBopurt, y Bac xusert, — ckazan Kosns. 3atBop aBepH TyT ke
3BSIKHYJI, ¥ IBEPb HEMEAJIEHHO OTBOpUJiIack. Ha mopore crosiia Ty4Has eHIMHA B IECTPOM ILIaTKe
Ha IUIeYax ¥ KOChIHKE Ha roJIoBe. YBU/IEB HAC, OHA YaCTO 3aMOpraJia, MblTasiCh MOHATh, KEM MBI SIBJISI-
emcs. Ha Kenio oHa cMoTpesna co Bcelt 3710001, KOTOPYIO TOJNIBKO MOXET MCTOYaTh keHIHa. OHa
XMypHJia CBOM OpOBU, HO HE TIPOPOHMJIA HU CJIOBA, XOTh YTOJIKU €€ TyO M MOAparuBajif B KeJaHUH
pa3pa3suThCs CKaHOAJIOM.

— HoGpelit Beuep, ode3Henas, — ckazaial 30puH, U Bce BHUMaHKe KCHIIMHBI YCTPEMUIIOCh
Ha Hero.

— JoOpblil, — XPUILIBIM TOJIOCOM MPOrOBOPHIIA Ta, UyTh JIX HE Tepsist Aap peuM.

— Mewns 30ByT Hukonaii CrenmanoBud 3opuH. Mol ieMsiHHUK, EBrenwii, roBopur, OyaTo ocra-
HoBuWJIcA y Bac, w1 34ech B 0kMIaHUM MOETO MPUE3/a.

— Jla yK, W1, — CbI3BWJIA OHA.

— IIpoury Bac myctuTh Hac B JOM ¥ MOrOBOPUTH. Mbl ¢ MOMM KOJIJIETOHM TOJIBKO UTO IIpUEXan
u3 [etepOypra, ¢ OpPOru ycTayiv, U He XOTesr Obl 0OCYKIaTh BCE BOT TakK, CTOSI B Moabe3e. Moxer
OBITh, IOA/TUTE HaM Yail, — TYT B3IJIs1/1 KEHIIHBI OKMHYJT HAC C TOJIOBBI 10 HOT, OHA YBHU/IeJa YeMOJaH
B pyKax y 30puHa U npuriacuia Hac Boitu. Ee oTHoIIeHue crasno Bapyr coBepuieHHo apyruM. OnHa
3ayIpIOaIach, MPUIJIACKIa HAC Ha KYXHIO, IJIe OCTaBIJIa YalHYK.

— Yk nmpoctute, Cpa3y M He NOHsLIA, B YEM JEJI0, — U3BUHSIACh Ta, XJIONOYa Ha KyxHe. PUTHIIb
BBIIVISIIE] OYEHb YAMBJIEHHBIM U HE IOHUMAJI, K YEMY BECh ITOT CHEKTaKJb. 51 TOKe HE MOT MOHSATb,
HO IOJHOCTBIO 1oBeps1 Kose u ero nuiany.

— Huuero, yBaxaemasi, kak Bac, mpoctute, 30ByT? — cripocusi 30puH.

— Bapsapa BaHOBHa, X03s1iiKa, — OTYEro-TO CKa3ajia Ta U cejia Ha CTYJL

— Tak BoT, BapBapa llBaHOBHA, MBI OBI XOTEJIN Y3HATb, UTO e MPOU3OIILIO, YTO MO IIEMSIHHUK
y’e KOTOpbIi JeHb B O)KUAAHUM MOETO IIPUE3/ia BBIHYK/JEH KUTh HAa BOK3aJe, — CIPOCK 30PHH.

— He 3naro, — Beimanmina xkennmua. — OH y MeHsI KW, TUIATAT U3PSIHO, B CPOK, a 3aTeM Co00-
LW, YTO JieHer HeT. Mou, s, To ecTh Bbl, cCKOpo npuexars JOKHbI. S He 371as, moxaena Majib-
YOHKY-TO, pa3peuinia noxuts. OH MajabyMK TUXUH, CTUXU NUILET, HUKOMY HE MelaeT. A MOTOM,
BBl YK M3BMHMTE, 3al0I03pwiia ero B oomaue. [lymaio, He COYMHSIET JIM, KaK CTUXH CBOM COUYMHSIET,
TaK U MHe. BHOBaTa, KOHEYHO, YTO HE MOBEPUJIA, IPUITYTHYJIA €ro, MOJI, B MOJUIIUIO C/1aM, HO 5 Obl,
KOHEYHO, TAKOTO He CJief1ajia, Bbl )X MHE MoBepbTe, — Ha JIOy y BapBapsl FIBaHOBHBI KPYITHBIMH KaIl-
asvu ipoctynui ot. Ee pyku Ouna mMenkasi Jpoxb, ¥ OHA TO M JieJla XBaTasa cedsl 3a cepaile.

— Taxk 3HauuTt, oH Bam He ruatun? — ynuBuics 30puH.

— Jla Tam cymma HeOonbinasi, s Obl M1 MecsiI] TIoTepriesia, U ABa, CKOJIbKO HYKHO ObUIO Obl, —
HayaJsla OTKPEIMBAThCS KEHIMHA.

— Henopsanok, — 3opuH 3agyMurBo nocMoTpest Ha KeHio, TOT BUHOBATO OITYCTWJI T'OJIOBY. —
A 3akypio?

— KoneuyHno-koHeuHo, — 3amaxasia pykamu. — 51 Buxy, Bbl uesioBek yBaxkaeMblil, CEpbE3HBIH. .. —
HO He 3akoHYmIa BapBapa MIBaHOBHa, Kak 30pyH ee TiepeOu.

— Koneuno, yBaxaewmsiii! O yem MoxeT ObITh peub. 1 padortao B [letepOypre B MUHHCTEp-
CTBE... 3HaeTe Jiu, — 30puH 3aKypuil. — JJocTajloch MHE 3TO HACIEACTBO, OT MOEU CECTPhbl TOKOWHOM.
Caerbiii ObLT yesioBeK. Ho 51 1 mpeacTaBUTh HE MOT, YTO, BEPHYBIINCH U3 TIOE3/IKH, HAMIy CBOETO
IUIEMSIHHUKA B OT/IEJIEHUU TOJIULUM, — CKa3aJl OH.

— Kak B otnenenun? — BapBapa MIBaHOBHa nooneiHea.

— B monumumio o6parianics? — cripocut 1. JKeHIuHa 3amMsiy1ach, Hadaia TepeOuTh CBOM (papTyk
Y 4TO-TO JICNIETaTh.
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— a, B monuimu! OH ka1 MeHsI Ha Bok3auie. Sl oykeH ObLT Iprexath elnle MATh JHEH Ha3ajl,
HO BBI K€ 3HaeTe, YTO celyac BBIKPOUTh BPEMSsI 3aHSATOMY YEJIOBEKY, IIPU TaKOU-TO TOKHOCTH, —
30pUH NOJHSA Nasel] BBepX.

— Ipencrasnsio, — conepexuBaia Bappapa MiBaHoBHa. — OX, MpeICTaBIIAIO.

— 3aziepaJics CTpAIHO, Ha MATh JAHEH, 1, IPUeXaB Ha BOK3aJI, He OOHAPYXKMJI BCTPEUAIOIIETO
MeHsl TuieMsiHHUKa. Hy, mocnparmmsan tam, BBISICHWI, YTO 33/IepKajld ero Kak OecrpuU30pHUKaA, Aa
e1le M Mo03peBaloT ero B yeM-To TaM. CKaHaas ObLT CTPAIIHBIA, — 30pUH BBIIOXHYJI ABIM Yepe3 HOC
Y THEBHO nocmotpen Ha Bapeapy IBaHOBHY.

— Jla s Tak, quIlb cKa3aia 3HaKOMOMY, YTO, MOJI, MaJIbUOHKA, HE 3aIljIaTuil, Ja nponaji. A oH,
OKa3bIBAETCsl, B MOJMIIUK pabOTaET, BUIMMO, YCIYKUTh XOTeJ, OH JaBHO B MY>Kbsl HAITPAIIMBAETCS], —
MOKpacHesIa JKeHIMHA. — YK He OOMXaii ero Tam?

— KoneuHo, ero tam He NpsIHUKaMU KOPMIJIM, MOXeTe YOeauThes, — 51 B3sJ1 JKeHIo 3a rojoBy
1 noBepHy. JuuoM K Bapsape VBanoBHe. Ha snnie ®utuis cusin OrpoMHbI CUHSIK O[] TJIA30M,
IIpaBJa, OCTaBJIeHHbI 30puHbIM. JKeHIlMHa 3a0Xaa, 3aaxajia v MPUHSUIACh TPUYUTATb.

— Tak ckombko oH Bam morkeH, yBaxkaemas? S BUXKy, Kak-HMKaK co3ian Bam HeymoOcTBa
B JIMLIE CBOETO IIEMSIHHUKA?

— Ha 6pocbre, Hukonaii CTenaHoBuY, Kakue MOryT ObiTh AeHbru? UyTh ObUIO MaBYOHKY
HE Mmoryoua.

— CTonpKO XBaTUT? — OTCUMTA HECKOJIBKO KYITIOp 30pUH U MOJIOKUI Ha CTOJ.

— Bornee uem, — *keHIMHa cpa3y ke CXBaTWUJIa ISHbIM M yOpasia B KapMaH CBOETO IUIaThsl.

— MBI npunum 3a ero BeliaMu, eciii Bbl, KOHEYHO, HE NPOTUB, — CKa3aJl 5, HAIIOMUHAsl BCEM
LIeJIb HAIlIero BU3MTA.

— KoneuHno-koHeuHo. OH Kak TOJIBKO YILIEJN, TaK sl €0 KOMHATy-TO U 3arepia, HUKTO Tyjaa
Y HE 3aXOUII.

— Bor u xopomo. Cobupaiicst, EBrenuii, Ham mopa, — cka3ajg 30puH, 3aBepiliasi CBOI POJib
BJIMATEIIBHOTO JISI1IN.

®duTnie noren coduparbes, a Mbl BCe 3TO BpeMsi MM Yail. 30pUH HU HA IIYTKY Pa3olesics
Y HavyaJl pacCKa3blBaTh, Kak HbIHYE KUBYT B [leTepOypre. PacckasbiBan o cBoeld paboTe B MUHUCTEp-
CTBE, O TOM, KaK y HEro BCe MO CTPYHKE XOHAT W YTO OH 00s3aTeSIbHO BO3BMETCS 32 BOCIUTAHHE
CBOETO IJIEMSIHHUKA.

— Bbl yk npoctute MeHs, He co 37a s. OueHb coxaelo, 4YTo He MoBepuia Majabuuky. Eciu
HYXHO OyJIeT MOXWTh, Bbl OCTAaHABJIMBAUTECh Y MEHs, s Bcerga Oyay pana, — ckazaina Bapeapa VBa-
HOBHa, YK€ ITPOBOXkasi HaC B KOPUIOPE.

— He comueBatock. Beero nooporo, — cyxo ckazan 30puH, MPUNOTHSB MUY U YIOCTOBEPUB-
IIKCh, YTO HUYETO He 3a0bUTH, MBI BHIIIUTH B TIOIBE3/I.
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I'nmaBa V

Perieno 66110, 4TO KUTh PUTHIIB OCTAHETCS Y MEHS, TaK Kak y 30prHa U 6€3 TOro MaJio Mecra.
B niepBy10 HOUb MBI IO YTpa MPOCHIEH 32 OYyTHIJIKOM C BUHOM Y MEHS B KBApTHPE W YUTAU CTUXU
®utnisa. OH okazascs OUeHb XOPOIIUM MOSTOM, U €ro CTHXH Ha HalleM (poHe BHIISAeH Kya oosee
1poheCCUOHAILHBIMU U TyIIEBHHIMU. MHE OJJHO U3 HUX OY€Hb 3alIOMHUJIOCH, C MEPBBIX ke CTPOK s
MOMIOOWJI €r0, a 3aTeM, YacTO NIePEUNThIBASI, BBIYUUII €T0 HAN3YCTb.

B Moem tome TYCKJIbIT CBET MEHsIET OTTEHKU JIHS,
Harmmcano komMy-To 3Be3aMH CYACTIIMBBIMU OBITh,

A MHe CKa3aHO JIMIIIb, UCIIUCATh 0 Karuii ceosl,
OcraBisis clie/ibl BOIPOCOB, OCTABJISAS CJIeIbl OOPHOBI.

W yxe HeT KpblllK, HaJl MOEH IroJI0BOM — JIMIIb BETEP,

ITo koxe MOpo3, TperyieT MHe BOJIOCH U Oymary,
I'pycTHBIe B cepiiie HOTbI MTPAET CKpUIIa4 Ha paccBeTe,
7Kameer 6e310MHBIX COOAK, COOAKU KaJICIOT OPOATY.
Yro-To MHe, Musiasi PoinHa, cTajio o4eHb yxk rOpbKo,
[Tuth BOy M3 CTOUHBIX TPYO, €CTh CYXOM U YepCTBBIA XJieO,
JIpyrux Tol skajieelib, MaTh, HE MEHsI Thl XKaJleellb TOJbKO,
U cHoBa nyHa cepeOpoM OocBeliaeT MHE CKYIHBIN HOUJIET.

OH mcaJt 0 YeM-TO TAKOM, Yero MHE U HUKOT/Ia He IPUXOUIIOCh YyBCTBOBAaTh. B CBOMX cTHXax
OH OTKpBIBJI ce0s1, pAHUMOTO, 3a0bITOr0 BceMu. $1 MHora cMotpes Ha JKeHio U He MOT MOBEpHTh
B TO, UTO OH CaM BBIOpaJ [yist ceOsl STOT My Th, IABHO, €Ilie B ACCATUIICTHEM BO3PACTe, PaJv JETCKON
320aBbl U KaKMX-TO HEMBICIMMBIX YOexkaeHU. Mbl paboTaay HaJ CTUXaMU TOYTU KAkl JeHb,
cobupasich y MeHs1 Wi y 30prHa. B HUX MHe Bce OoJbiiie U OOJIbIle BUICIOCH CIUIOUEHHe, XOTS
Korsist HepeIko OT3bIBaJICS O HAIlIeM pellieHUU PUIOTUTH y ceOst PUTHIISA Kak O caMoM Oe3pacCyIHOM
noctynke. OH ObUT CKENTUYECKH HACTPOCH, M HEPEIKO MHE MPUXOIUIIOCH CIIBIIIATH O TOM, YTOOBI 51
noBJMsUT Ha JKeHIo, Ha ero BOCIIMTAaHKE, MaHepbl, OOYYMII €ro MpaBuiaM 3THKeTa. MOXHO cKa3artb,
duTHIIB CTaJT MOUM TOIOTIEYHBIM, M BCE €r0 MPOMaxy ObUIM JIMIIb MOe roioBHOM Oonbio. B JKene s
BUJIEJI, B TIEPBYIO OYepe.ib, OrPOMHYIO OyaroqapHocTb. OH C ICKPEHHHUM TETJIOM OTHOCHJICS K HaM.
Ho MeHs moyeMy-To BOCHPHUHUMAIT C CEPbE30M, UTO He CKaskellb 0 Kose, KoToporo oH mopoi Mor
BBIBECTH U3 ceOs1 caMbIM Oe300MIHBIM, 110 €0 MHEHHIO, BOITPOCOM WM (DPa3o.

Ha Bropoii iens JKeHnHOro npeObIBaHKsi OH HEOKUAAHHO Uil HAC ¢ 30PUHBIM YILIET, U ero
He ObUIO /10 TIyOOKoi HOuM. Kosisi HeIOBOIBHO B3/BIXaT M KOCHICS Ha MeHs. §1 4yBCTBOBaJ, 4TO
JIOJKEH KaK-TO OIPaBIaThCsl, HO Y MEHsI He ObLIO HU MAJICHIIIETO MPEJICTABIICHNUsI, Ky/1a U 3a4eM MOT
oTrpaBuThcst PuTHIIb. BepHYIICS OH IbsIHBIN, BeCh IOTPENAHHBIN, MHOTO CMESUICSI M OUYeHb TPOMKO
yutait ctuxu. OH 3a0upasicsi Ha CTOJ, pa3MaxyBall pyKaMu.

— Ecium Th1 1 gasibine He Oyzelib HUYEro JieiaTh, HaM MPUIETCS ¢ HUM TIOMPOINAThCS, — 33/ 1yM-
YUBO Mpou3HeC 30puH, CMOTPsI Ha 1maTaoierocsi ’KeHio.

— $I ceftuac OTIpaBIIIO €ro CraTh, — TOJIBKO U MOT OTBETHTH S1.

30pvH OYEeHb JIIOOWJI CTUXH, KOTOpble mucain PUTHIb, OH OyKBAJIbHO 3aUUTBHIBAJICS HMMH.
U notpedoBaioch MHOTO YacoOB O€3yCIENHBIX CIIOPOB, YTOOBI yOeauTh 30puHa OTHOCUTHCS K JKeHe
TaK K€ XOPOIIIO, KaK U K ero ctiuxaM. ['onyoeB u Vnbrud He MOSBISINCh. Y HUX CaMHX ObUIO MHOTO
nen. Vmpru paboTasl HaJl CBOMM poMaHoM, a ['ony0eB oOMBajl IOPOTY M3JATENILCTB, HO, MO BCE
BUJIMMOCTH, Oe3ycreniHo. VIMEeHHO OH M HATOMHWJI MHE O TOM, 4TO I JIO CHX TOp Oe3/efCTBYI0 U MOW
pPOMaH 0 CUX Mop JeKUT 6e3 fena. A qaxe 3a0blT O TOM, YTO XOTeJI MPOYeCTh MUCbMO OT MaTepH,
a yXK Tpo «30JI0TbIe KOJIOChsi» 30pUHA 51 MOT Obl M BOBCE ITPOMOITYATb.
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Vike ObUIO IeBATOE YUCIIO. [leHb 00era ObITh CIOKOWHBIM U THXUM, MBI BTPOEM CHJICTH B KOM-
HaTe M KaXJIbll M3 HAC MUCAJl CBOE CTUXOTBOPEHWs. §1 JOCTayl MUChMO OT MarepH W, MOCMOTPEB
Ha KOHBEPT, MOIJIaANI ero pyKoil. OTKpPBIB €r0, 51 IOCTAN CJIOKEHHbBIH BYETBEPO JIMCTOK OyMaru:

«Jloporoii Camma!

JlaBHO He mosyJasa ot TeOs MMceM U OYeHb MepekuBal, Bce i y Tebs Onaronomnyuno? Orern
Terepb paboTaeT B MoJie, s K HeMy MPUXOXKY TMOCIe 3aHATHIA, KOTOPHIX B TIOC/IEIHEe BpeMsl He Tak
MHoro. Bce cripammBaiot o Tebe, a Bopuc HukomaeBuu ¢ HeTeprieHMeM KIeT TBOETO BO3Bpallle-
HUsI, XOUeT B35Th B CBOIO Opuraay. MeHs pyraet, 4to oTmycTuia Teds B ropon. CBeTiaHa 3axoauia
Ha JTHSX, KpacaBUIIEH CTasia, 3aMyXk BHIXOOUT. Bce 0 Tebe cripammmBaiia, Kak Tl TaM, B TOPOJE.

ITum, CBIHOK, OYEHD JI0ONM U XKIEM>»

S1 B3MOXHYy, elnle pa3 MepeynTat MUChbMO M XOTeNT ObLIO HAMMCATh OTBET, HO MUCATh MHE OBbLIO
He 0 yeM. He XoTenochk paccTpavBaTh HU MaTh, HU OTIIA, TaK KaK YCIIEXOB y MeHsS He Obl10. Mol
pOMaH IIBUJIMTCS B IIAIIKE, 4 HOBOCTU O TOM, UTO CBA3AJICA C ITIO9TaMHU U T€H€pb nuury CTHUXU LICJIBIMUA
JOHSMH, MOTJIM UX pacCTpouTh. PaboTast Ha KoHIUTEPCKOM hadpuke, s Xya0-0eHO TOChUIAN JICHBIH,
a Korja yIies OTTy/a, BO3MOKHOCTh IOMOTaTh POIUTENISIM HCCsIKIIa. Perienue 06 oOpaTHOM muchMe
IOMOM I OTJIOMKHJIL.

— Tak, Hy MOCMOTpPUM, YTO Y HAC TMOJTy4aeTcs, — CKa3a 30PHH, U 1 OTJIOKHII TUCbMO U OTBJIEKCS
OT CBOUX JIyM. — DUTHIIb, HAUUHAT.

Kens Bcraj co cBoero CTyJla 1 Ha4YaJl YNTaThb:

BepHyTbCS HET BO3MOKHOCTH TIO JIbAY, CKOJIB3UT MTOJOLIBA,
BaoxHyTh — ¥ B IyTh, HE BCTAHY B 103y IIOCPEIN 3aMEP3LINX JIYK,
[Ipononky cokpaiars TO pacCTOSIHUE, YTO MHOIO CKOLIEHO,

3a BauaTh MSTh JIET MHOM OCTAaBJIEHHBIX U MO3a0BITHIX IYIIL.

— Ouenb xoportto, PUTHIL, 3TO IPEKPacHbIe CTPOKU. A moueMy 3a IBaauarh nAaThb jetr? Tebe
B€/lb CEMHA/ILIaTh, HACKOJILKO, MHE HE M3MEHSIET NamsTh, — cka3as Kouns.

— Thl ipaB, HO K IBA/IIIATH MATU OCTABJICHHBIX U TO3a0BITHIX AYIII CTAHET e1lle OOJIbIIIE, — YIIbIO-
HyJicst PUTHIIB. — DTO HEMHOTO He 000 MHE, 3TO s MUIITY OT JIMLIA JIUPUIECKOTO Teposl.

1 ke yBUzIEN B 9TUX CTPOKaX HE JIMPUYECKOro reposi, a camoro KeHio, TOJIbKO 4yThb CTapllie, OH
CJIOBHO MUIIIeT o cebe B HepaekoM Oyayiiem. OH 3HaeT Harepel, YTO OCTABIISTh 033 TeX JIIOfIeH,
YTO €My IOPOTH, IPUAETCS BCIO KU3Hb, MOXKET ObITh, U MbI ¢ KoJelt monaieM B UX 4ucIIo.

— ®unaroB, 1aBail, — 30pUH MOCMOTpPEJ Ha MEHSI.

— 51 ceronmHs He MOTy HIUYEro U3 cedst BBIKATh, — U TIOKAJT TJIEYaMHu.

— INouemy BbikaTh? CTUXU, OHU k€ UAYT OT cepaua, — ynuBuics OUTUIIb.

— ITotomy 4TO 51 GoMBIIIE TIPO3aKK, YEM TO3T, — CKa3a .

— Ho Bce paBHO, TeOst BeJjb uTO-TO BosHyeT? Ha myrie ectb kKakoi-to kameHb? — @UTuib Obul
HACTOMYMB, U MHE CTaJIO HE MO cebe OTBeYaTh Ha €ro BOMPOCHL.

— MoeT 1 ecTb, TOJBKO HAmMcaTh 00 STOM y MEHS BPsI[ JIM TIOJTYYHUTCS, — CKa3asl 51 ¥ TOIIes
Ha KYXHIO.

Tam, cTos y OKHa, 5 Cilyllall, Kak YUTajl CBOM CTUXU 30pUH, U HUYETO He MOHSJI, TIOTOMY Kak
BCE MO MBICJIM ObUIM 3aHSITHl Pa3MBIIUICHUSIMUA O TOM, 4TO cKasas Purtwis. [Ipu Bcem ero moso-
JKEHUU y ITOTO I0HOTO YesloBeKa Obliia OoJblnas gyla, 1 OH MOT PAaCTOIUTh i He OHO cepie. S
BOCXMIIIAJICSI €r0 YMEHUEM ObITh YECTHBIM, JJaske HEB3Upasi Ha €ro MpOIILIoe.

— Tak, 3aBTpa Mbl ugeM K YepHoBy, — 3asgBui Kons, 3aiinsa Ha KyxHIo. KeHs Bolen 3a HUM
CJIEJIOM.
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— Tsl nOMHMIIB, YTO OT TeOsT TpedyeTcs? — Pel YTOUHUTD S1.

— Ha, cripocuth y YepHOBa HacUeT MOMX CTUXOB, TOHPABWJIKCH JIU OHU eMy. [loOGmaronaputh
3a aeHbru. Kcrary, g1 Tak ¥ He MOHS, 32 Kakue JeHbIrM? Y MeHs B KapMaHax OrpOMHBIE JIbIPbl, U TaM
COBEPIIEHHO IMYCTO, — OH YJIBIOHYJICS W TIPOTSIHYJI JIaIOHb, HO 30PHH JIMIIb yIapuil IO Hell cBoew
JIaJJOHBIO.

— Tol MHe 310 iepectanb. CunTaid, YTO IEHBIM ObLIM BHIIJIAYEHBI 32 TBOIO KOMHATy BapBape
WBanoBHe, — rpy6o oretui Koos.

— A g pasBe mpocuit, YTOObI 32 MeHs TuIaTwin? DTo BaM ObLJIO 3a4eM-TO HY)XHO, — BO3pa-
3u JKens

— Tak, ®unaros, yiimu ero! 51 atoro Gosbilie He BhiHecy, — Konst ykaszan mae Ha KeHio u,
B3$BIIIKChH 32 OJIOBY, OIYCTUJICS JIOKTSIMU Ha CTOJI.

— A 4T0 1 cKazan? — Bo3MyTUICs: PUTUIIb, HO 5 B35U1 €r0 3a IJIEY U BBIBEJI C KYXHHU.

— Huuero, — ckazan s, 3axos B KoMHary. — CaJuce.

®dutnip cen ¥ Hayasl HACTYKMBATh KOCTSILIKAMU IO CTOTY. A sl HE MOT HAlTH MOAXOIALIMX
CJIOB, YTOOBI HAYATh C HUM Pa3roBOp.

— JlaBaii Tak: 4TOOBI HE BOZHUKAJIO y TeOs JIMIITHUX BOIIPOCOB, s PACCKaXy TeOe BCe C CaMOro
Havasa? JloroBopuimch? — CIpOCHII 1.

— Bansaii, — orBeTii1 ®Putniib.

— He «Banai», a «ciaymato»! Jla 4yTo ke 3TO 3a YeJIOBEeK TaKoW? — JOHecCs ¢ KyXHM ToJjioc
3opuHa.

S pacckazan JKene Bce mpo Haml 1jiaH. S roBOpwI OT HAaC ABOMX, M OT cebs, U OT 30pHHa,
XOTSl ¥ CUMTAJI, YTO 3Ta 3arest — jaeno pyk Komu. 3opuH ObUT IPOTUB TOrO, YTOOBI MBI pacCKas3bl-
Bau JKeHe Bce Kak ecTb, HO OT He3HaHus PUTHITH 3aJaBal elnle OOoJbIlie BOIPOCOB, YeM pa3/ipaxkal
Komo. ®utnib BHUMATEIBHO CITyIIaN, YAbIOANICs 1, Ka3aJloch, Teriepb OH Oy/IeT cTaparhcs B 1Ba pasa
OoJblIIe, YK TaK CUJIBHO Y HEro Topesy IJiasa.

— Taxkoii xox fena o MHe, — 1OCJIe YC/IBIIIAHHOTO OTBETHII OH.

— Hy, s paa, uto cMor 10 TeOs JOHECTH Bce, UTO 3Ha. PUTUIIb, THI ke TOHUMAellb, YTO TO
00IIECTBO, B KOTOPOM MBI XOTHM TeOsI IPEICTABUTh, OUYEHb KYJITYPHOE M MHTEJUTUreHTHoe. Ha xap-
T'OHE TaM FTOBOPHTH HE TIPUHSITO, TAK UTO HabMparicst MaHepaMm y MeHs 1 Komu. He yBepeH, uro YepHos
TeOs1 TIOXBATHUT 32 T€ CTUXHU, YTO MBI €My [TPUHECIIU, HO B JIIOOOM CITyuyae Thl He MHUMBIH TTO3T, 2 HACTO-
SILIIA, Y €CJTH OH CITIPOCHT MTPOYECTh YTO-HUOYB ellie, Y TeOs eCTh TaKasi BO3MOKHOCTb. A TI0 TIOBOLY
JEHEer, 4yTo HaMm Jasl YepHOB 3a CTUXU, TYT 30pUH, KOHEUHO, MpaB. YacTb Mbl OTAAJIM 32 KOMHATY.
Ha ocranbHylo MBI ceifuac He gaem cebe yMepeTh C TOJNIOAY, — 5 CTapajicst ObITh C HUM OY€Hb OTKPBI-
THIM U YECTHBIM, Ha/I€SICh HA IOHUMaHHE C €r0 CTOPOHBI.

— Xopotuo, 51 Bce NoHsul. Tel MEHsI MoMnpasJisiid, €CIM YTO, HY, 3HA€lllb, MaJIO JIM, — U OH MOKaJl
riedamMu. Bo3aMOkHO, eMy ObUIO HE CTBHITHO POTSHYTh PYKY, HO IMPOCUTH O TIOMOIIH ISl HETO ObLT
HOBBIY MyTh. B 1y1iie st ObUT paj 3TOMY.

— JIymaio, HaM HyKHO OIpeJesIUThCs C MICEBAOHUMOM, MTOKa Mbl BCE 371€Ch. S1 3aBTpa rnocrapa-
10Ch JOTOBOPHUTHLCS O UTEHUH B OTHOM KJIyOe, — CKa3as 30pHH, BOW/ISI B KOMHATY.

— Her, cerofHs 51 He B COCTOSTHUM YTO-JIMOO MPUIyMBIBATh, — 5 TIOMHSIT PYKHU BBEPX.

— Moxert ObITh, a00peBUaTypy CIOKUTH? — cripocu Putwie. — 3opuH, PunatoB u PamMeHCKmid,
nonyydaercs ©3sP3s.

— W y xoro u3 nucatesneit Tol BUAE TaKUe MCEBAOHUMBI? — CIPOCHIT 30PHH.

— 41 TOJIbKO MPEenIOKMI, — OTBETHII PUTHIID.

MpbI niepeOpaii Kydy ¥MeH ¥ (haMHJIHIA, CTapaJIMCh CO3JaTh YTO-TO HOBOE, paHee He MCIIONb-
30BaHHOE, CBEXKEE, KaK BIPYr MOM B3IV YAl Ha YEMOJIaH, C KOTOPBIM Iprexain PUThb.

— Cumon KoBasbckuid, — BOCKJIMKHYI £1.

— A 310 oTKYyna? — nountepeconaiicst Komns.
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— 3IT0 y MeHsI Ha YeMOJaHe HalKCaHo. §l ero CTamI y OfHOTO MacCcaXupa, — s BHUMATEIbHO
HaOmonas 3a JKeHel, 1 KakeTcs, uTo 51 He OmuMOcs Ha ero cueT. EMy ObUIO CTBITHO 3TO pacCKa3bIBaTh.

— Hemnoxo 3ByunTt, — nogyepxan ujaeto 3opuH. — Tel kak? — cipocun oH y JKenu. Tot ono0-
PUTETIEHO KUBHYJI.

Beuepom, koraa Mbel IpoBOXaJIM 30pHHA JI0 IOMA, Y CaMbIX BOPOT BO ABop Kosst ckazan MHe
TO, YEro 1 Ia)Ke He 3aMEeTUIL.

— A Bezpb B cBoeii abOpeBuaType TeOs1 OH TIOCTaBUJI Ha TepBoe MecTo. Tak 4To He yAMBIISICS,
novemy ¢ Te0si 1 crpoc Oosbie. Thl 17151 HETO aBTOPHUTET, MOW ApPYr. MOXeT ObITh, TIO3TOMY sI TaK
Y 3aBOXXYCh, TOJIKOM HE 3HAIO.

CrpiaTh 910 0T 30pHHA ObLIIO HEJIETKO, M BCe-TaKW MPUATHO. Wb KUBHYIN €My B OTBET,
Y OH TIOIIeN BO ABOP cBoero joMa. [Toka oH ellie He CKpbUICS U3 BUY OH JOOABILT:

— 3aBTpa B 4eThlpe yaca Ha KasaHueBckoil B Oape, He omnasJpiBaiiTe, OTTyga K YepHOBY, — U,
MOMaxaB HaM, MCYe3 32 YIJIOM.

Mpi ¢ duTtnieM nocMOTpeu APYT Ha Jpyra U MOILIN JIOMOM.

— Bonnyeiiibcsi? — cripocui s y Hero.

— A dero BoiHOBaThcAA? $1 CTMXM JABHO YMTAlO, TaK YTO 3aBTpa MPOUTY BCe KaK HAJO, €CIU
notpedyercs.

— Hy, 6ynem nagestbcs.

— A Kako# OH Kak 4eJioBeK, YepHOB 3TOT? — cripocil MeHsI PUTUIT.

4 3amomyan. f Buaen ero Jumib mapy pas, Ja U 10 3HAKOMCTBA C HUM HE CJIBIIIAT O TAKOM
yesioBeke. A OPUTHIIL — 16710 APYroe: OH BOCXMINAETCS UM, TOYHEE, ero KiyooM, 0 KOTOPOM MHOTO€
CJIBIIIIAJI, HO TJIe TaK HU pasy U He ObLI.

— XOpOIIHil OH YeJIOBeK, — CKa3all f.

— Bnacthblit? — cripocust @PUTUIIb.

— 41 ObI ckazan yBaxkaeMblid, — MHE TIPUIILUIOCH TAPUPOBATH U YUTH B CTOPOHY, TaK Kak 00CYX-
nath YepHOBa MHE COBEPIIIEHHO HE XOTEJOCh. — 3aBTpa MPUJIEIIh K HeMY, TTO3HAKOMHUIIIBCS M COCTa-
BUIIIb CBOE€ MHEHHE.

— MHe ObUIO MHTEPECHO TBOE MHEHHE. 3HAYUT, CTAJIO OBbITh, Thl MPO3aUK — PACCKa3bl, UCTO-
pun? — cupocuia y MeHst PUTHIIb.

— Tloka yTO AWML OAMH POMaH, — OTBETHUJI 5, BHYTPU BCE CHOBA CKAJOCh OT MBICIIH, UTO S
HE 3aBEpIINJI HAYaToe, B KOTOPOE BJIOKMUII CTOJIBKO TPy/a.

— Tak Kak ThI €ro Hamucas, eciu Tede MPUXOAUTCS BBIKUMATh U3 ceOs uien? — s MOBTOPIOCh
eme pa3, PUTHIb XOTh U ObLT ¢ HEOIArOMPHUATHBIM MPOIUIBIM, HO OH OBbLT a0COMIOTHO HETTYIThIM
YeJIOBeKOM. Pa3 yxk 51 XOTeJ OT Hero 4eCTHOCTH U JJOBEPHUTENIbHBIX OTHOIIEHHIA, MHE TIPHIILIOCH TOBO-
PUTH C HUM OTKPBITO.

— 41 B meTcTBe OYEHb MHOTO YMTAaJI, 3HaI0 (hPAHITY3CKHIA Oarofapst MOel MaTepu, 4To MO3BO-
JIUJI0 MHE MPOYECTh MHOTO POMAHOB M MPOCTO XOPOIINX KHUT. KapTHHBI, KOTOpbIE BUTAIOT Y MEHS
B TOJIOBE, MIOPOM TaK M XOYETCs BOIUIOTUTH Ha Oymare, BOT TOJIBKO JyMalo, He OCHJTIO 51 TO HAIUCATh
TaK, KaK MMUIITYT MAaCTUTHIE ¥ I3BECTHBIE aBTOPHI. YnTartesio He Oy/ieT MHTepeceH MOM CJIOT, HalMCaHO
Bce Oy/IeT CIIMIIIKOM TPOCTO, U TOHECTH BCIO UCTOPHIO OyZeT KpaiiHe cioxHo. Ho moseps, eciu Obl s
ObLJT XOPOIIIMM MHCATENIEM, Y MEHsI 00513aTeJIbHO OBl IOy YHIIOCh BOTUIOTUTH BCE 33/[yMAaHHOE B )KU3Hb.
Hacrynaer MuHyTa COMHEHUs1, HAUMHAIO KOTIAThCSI B ce0e U CJIOBHO HOXKOM PEXY CBOIO JIyIITy, KOrAa
TOBOpIO ce0e — He CMOTY, — 9TO ObUIa MCTHHHAA TpaB/a. [Ipu3HaThes B TOM camomy ceOe s He MOT,
HO uTHih OYyKBaJIbHO BHIHYAWT MeHs. [1pr Bcem MOeM yropcTBe U CTPEMIIEHUM MO POMaH J1aBajics
MHE OYEHb CJIOKHO, BO3MOKHO, OTTOTO, UTO OH OBLT IEPBHI.

— Pa3pemm mHe npouects ero, s CKaxy CBoe MHEeHHue, eci Tebe OHO OyleT MHTepecHbIM? —
Cpocuil y MeHs1 PUTUIIb.

— Thb1 xouemnb ero mpoyecTb? — yAuBHICS 1.

— Pa3Be 51 ckazait 4to-to pyroe?
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— IIpocTo HeOXxuAAHHO 3TO BCE, — CKa3al f.

— INopa npuBBIKaTh WX TH TaK ¥ OyJelb COMHEBAThCS B ce0e? — OTBETUII TOT U MOCMOTPEN
Ha MeHs1. — Tl OOUIIBCS OBITH OTBEPKEHHBIM U3JATEILCTBOM U TOJIBKO TIO3TOMY HE CIEIIHIIb HECTU
ero B penakiuio. Ho Beib 1 BUXKY, UTO KaX[blil IeHb Thl OYKBaJIbHO M3BOAMIID CeOsI MBICIIBIO, YTO
Topa 3TO cliesaTh, [opa Mokasarsb ero JoasMm. [lon nexaumnii kaMeHb, Kak U3BECTHO, BOJIA HE TEUEeT, —
ckaszasl Puruib.

— XopoI1o, MOXelIb B3ATh ero. Thl Oyaeis nepBbIM, KTO €ro MPOoYTeT, — YABIOHYJICS 5.

— Ilouty 3a yecTb, — ynbIOHYCS B OTBET PUTHIIb.

Ha cnenyronmii geHp ¢ caMoro yTrpa MeHsl HE OCTaBJisla MbIC/Ib, YTO INOpa MPUHUMAThLCS
3a HOBBIY poMaH. B royose poxaanack uesi, ee repou ObUTH SIPKUMH, CIOKET 0Oelan ObITh UHTEpec-
HbIM. Sl crienan napy 3aMeTok Ha jucte. PUTUIIbL CUIeN B Kpeciie, U Yail U YuTasl Mol poMaH. Mue
HE TEepIeJoch y3HaTh €0 MHEHME, HO s pelini He ToponuTh JKeHio ¢ orBetoM. OH uuTain mMoirya,
MHOI/Ia OCTaHABJIMBAJICS, CMOTPEN B OKHO, LIypUJI [JIa3a, a 3aTéM BHOBb HAUMHAJI YUTATh.

— Tak, yxke 4eTBepTb YeTBEPTOro, Hy’)KHO COOMpaThCsl, 30pUH Oy/IeT HaC JK/1aTh, — HA MOM CJIOBA
dutnis 6eCcrpeKoCIOBHO OTIOKUI MOM POMaH U HaYasl COOMPAThCs.

— 4 oTo6pan mapy CTUXOB, KOTOPbIE BO3bMY C COOOM, ecii YepHOB 3aX04eT B3MISIHYTh Ha HUX, —
ckazan dutuib. — OHU TaM, Ha CTOJe, — KPUKHYJI OH OTKYAA-TO U3 KOPUI0pa.

Ha crone nexanm ero ctuxu, oHM ObUIM HAITUCAHBI AKKYPATHBIM, POBHBIM TIOUYEPKOM, COBCEM
HE TIOXOKHMM Ha Te, 9TO ObLTM HanMcaHbl MHOUM ¥ 30puHBIM. Y UepHOBa MOTJIM BO3HUKHYTh BOITPOCHI,
HO, 3Hast PUTUIIA U ero A3bIK, TyMalo, OH CMOXKET BBIMTH U3 CUTYAlIUU.

— Bu1 6ynere tam xe? B kabunere? — cipocui JKeHsl.

— DTOro sl He 3HaI0, BO3MOXXHO, YepHOB 3aX04eT MooOImaThCcsi ¢ TOOON HaeauHe, — cKa3all s
Y TOJIBKO Ceiuac MOHsII, YTO 3TO IEUCTBUTETBHO MOXKET OBbITh, ¥ Mbl C 30PHHBIM HE CMOKEM KOHTPO-
JIMPOBATh CUTYyaIMi0. Mbl HE CMOXEM MMOMOYb B HY:KHYIO MUHYTY, TIOBJIUSITh HA OTBETH KeHu mim
BOMNpPOCkl YepHOBA, HAM OCTaHETCS JIMILb KAATh.

MBbI HauuCTHIM 00YBb, PUUYECAIUCDH U OTIIPABUIIHCH B Kade, re y Hac ¢ 30puHbIM ObljTa Ha3Ha-
yeHa BcTpeya. OH yxke jkAajl Hac 3a HallliM CTOJIOM.

— XopoI110, YTO MPUIIUIMA YyTh paHsblile, — 00pagoBaics ToT. — CTuxu B3sm?

— Ja. Kak Hacuet nepBoro ureHusi? JloroBopuics O BbICTYIUIEHUU? — CLIPOCHUIT £1.

— O pa! T'ocnioga, npuryaia Bac 3aBTpa Ha IIEPBOE YTEHUE MaJIOM3BECTHOIO, HO OYEHb TaJIaHT-
ymBoro no3ta Cumona KoBasibckoro B Tearpe «MoaepHb», — 3acusii Kossi.

— Ilozapassio, 3T0 JEUCTBUTENILHO HAUaJI0 HAIIEro TBOPYECKOrO MYTH, — MOJAepXKal 5.

— A K10 13 Hac OyzieT unTarth ? — 337171 BOpoc PUTHIIb, U yIBIOKM MATOM UCUYE3JTH C HAIIUX JIHII.

— O0 3TOM MOTrOBOPHM T0CJIE, — Pa3ApakeHHO mpore i 30puH. — Toxe MHe, Halllesl MecTo, —
HayaJs OrJIsiAbIBATHCS OH.

— Tak KoBanbckuii u 6ynietT urarh, Thl 4ero, @PuTuiib? — MOIIY T I, YTOOBI KAK-TO Pa3psIUTh
OOCTaHOBKY.

— Ceituac, K Ham JIOJDKHBI TioouTh [ony6eB u Mibrd, Hajaeoch, Bce TIOMHAT: HU CJIOBA, —
MPUJIOKUII Masiel] K rydoam Kosst u mocmotpen Ha Hac. TyT ke, Kak v cka3al 30pHH, MOSBUJIMCH HAIIH
3HAKOMBIE.

— 4 cmoTplo, B HateM MoKy npuobLUio? — crpocuit I'onyoeB u npotsiHya pyky JKene, — Bra-
aumvup [omyOeB.

— EBrenuii PameHckuil, oueHb IpUsITHO, — CKa3aJl TOT U MO3JJOPOBAJICSL.

— ITaBen WnbuH, — mpeacTaBuiICs TOT U TOXE MOkan pyky /Kene.

— 3opuH, THI T71e UX Oepelb? 3a JecaTh JHel yke BTOPOro YeioBeKa Hailes? — CIPOCHIT Y Hero
Wby,

— D10 ToBapuil Punarosa, s 34eCh HA IIPU YeM, — OTKpecTuics oT JKeHu 30puH.

— Ha, aTo Mo ToBapuil, nprexan u3 [lerepOypra He Tak JaBHO, — 51 KUBHY.I 7KeHe B 3HaK, 4TO
9TO «CBOW», HO yX JIy4Ille TOBOPUTD Oyy 1.
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— A yem Bl 3anumaertech, EBrennii? — cripocun ['onyOeB, monpagsist OUKy.

duTHIIE HEMHOT'O pacTepsiiCs, 3aHEPBHMUYAJ U HE Cpa3y HAILIEJICSl, YTO cKa3aTb, HO TIOCMOTPES
ele pa3 Ha MeHs1 M HaOpaJicsl yBEpEeHHOCTH.

— 41, rocrioza, HauMHAOIMKE 1MO3T, WAy K YepHoBy. Caina odemman MeHs TO3HAKOMUTb, MOKET
OBITh, OH OIIEHUT MO CTUXHU. Takxke XOTeJoCh ObI MPOYecTh UX MyOsHKe, TeM OoJiee 4To O Kiyoe
y UepHoBa yxe crnaraiotcs yiereHasl. [lo kpaiiHeil Mepe, y Hac B [lerepOypre o HeM 3HAIOT BCe,
Y TIOMAcCTh K HEMY CUMTAETCs B BBICIIEH CTETIeHN NIPU3HAKOM OOJBINON yrnauu, — Putuib gepxkancs
XOPOIIIO, CKJIA/IbIBAJIOCH OIIIYITIEHKE, YTO OH BCEr/ia 00IaeTcst B TONOOHOM OOIIECTBE UHTEIJTUTEHTOB.

— [ouTty 3a yecTb mocymIaTh Ballll CTUXU, MOJIOZION YEJIOBEK, — B 3HAK IIPU3HAHMS 3aKUBaJI
Wby,

30pHH CMOTpEJT Ha MEHsI C BOCXHUILIEHUEM ¥ pa3Be YTO He aluIoAMPOBaJ MHE 32 3Ty OJIECTSIIYIO
peub Kenu.

— bnaronapio. lymaio, y Bac Oynetr Takast BO3MOXXHOCTh CerofHs BeuepoM. B modom ciyuae,
HaJeI0Ch, 3TO He OyJIeT eAMHCTBEHHOM HAIllel BCTpevel U Mbl CMOKEM BCTPETUTHCS B JIOOOM JIPyroit
JeHb, — ckazasl PUTHIIb, U BCE C BOOAYILIEBICHUEM 3aKHUBAJIN.

OH Mor OBl COWMTH 3a TIeTepOypPrcKOro CTYICHTa, ChIHA AUTIIOMATa, YK OOBHO XOPOIIO OH Jep-
*kascs B oomiectse. OH ObLIT aKTepOM, 51 BUJET B HEM 3Ty IPEKPACHYIO UTPY, KOTOPYIO OH UCTIOJHSLT
riepe]] HalIMMU 3HAaKOMBIMHM, U He TIOHUMAJI, TOYeMY MBI 9T0 AenaeM. [loueMy Mbl OOMaHBIBaeM J1axe
OJM3KMX, HE TOBOPS O JEeCATKAX JIOAEH, KOTOpble MPUIYT 3aBTpa Ha BeicTyIuieHne Cumona Kopasib-
ckoro. $1 HaGmonman 3a OOIeHUeM, KOTOPOe TIPOMCXOAWIIO 32 HAIMM CTOJIOM. BceM ObuT MHTEpe-
CEeH HOBBII UesloBeK B HaieM Kpyre. OH pacckasblBall KAKME-TO YAWBUTEIbHbIE UCTOPUU U3 KU3HU
[NetepOypra, ¥ BAPYT s 3aMETHJI, YTO UX ke He TaK JaBHO paccKas3biBajl 30pHH B KBapTHpe y BapBapsl
WeanosHbI. [IpaBaa, u3 ycr KeHu pacckas kazajcs Ooliee yOeqUTETbHBIM, U s 3aMETHJI, UTO Jaxke
ceilyac OH BKJIA/IbIBAaeT OyIIy B TO, YTO JeJIaeT.

ITo nopore x YepHoBY Bce LUK BIEpEIU, Mbl k€ C 30PUHBIM IUIEIUCh c3aau. OH TO U JeJo
B3/IbIXaJL.

— MHoro otnan 3a yyactue? — ClipoChi f1.

— ¥V Hux Tam yke OblJla TporpaMma Ha TPOMX YYaCTHHKOB Beuepa, MPUIILIOCh OTAATh MOCe/I-
Hee, 4ToObl KOBaJIbCKOTO BKJTIOUMIIM B apHIIly U OH BBICTYIMJI HAPABHE CO BCEMHU.

— ThI Tak ¥ HEe OTBETHJI TaM, B Kade, KTo ke OyJeT 3aBTpa YUTaTh, — S BOIPOCUTEIBHO TOCMOT-
peit Ha 3opuHa.

— Hymato, ®Putuib myckai v yutaeT. ToIbKo HOUBIO ITyCTh TOTOBUTCS. Sl CErofiHs ero He y3Halo,
aOCOJTIOTHO JIPYTO#l YesloBeK, a Kak odrmaercs co BceMu. OH onpe/esieHHO I0KeH IOHpaBUThesl Yep-
HOBY.

— D10 Oyaer rpanano3Hoe nosieieHre Cumona KoBanbckoro, yx s Te0s yBepsiio. OH 00s13a-
TEJIbHO JIOJKEH OyIeT 3allOMHHUTBCS CITyIIATeNsIM, IyCTh OHM €r0 M YBUIAT B TEPBBIA pa3, — cKazal
s, IOAJIEPKMBasl pelieHrne 30puHa.

— TonbKO BOT KaK pa3 He HYXHO, YTO Obl OH OCOOEHHO 3arioMHUHAJICS 3puTessiM. OH J0KeH
JOHECTH JI0 HUX CBOM CTHXH, CAENATh 3TO TaK OBICTPO U TaK KPACHUBO, YTOOBI OHU U HE TIOHSIIU, KTO
3TO OBUI, JIAIIb HAa BBIXOJE MIOCMOTPEINH ellle pa3 Ha adpullly U YBUAEIU CPeIy 3HAKOMBIX (DaMIUIIUiA
1 uMeH Hekoro CumoHa KoBasibCKoro. D1o Halll eIMHCTBEHHBIH 1IaHC Ha MPOA0JIKEHHE HAILIero KOJl-
JIEKTUBHOT'O YTEHUS.

— JIymaio, y HEro nojy4mrcs ceiath Bce, Kak HyXKHO. 51 B HEro Bepo, — ckasail fl.

— 51 GbI TOXXE OYEHB XOTeJ, BOT TOJIBKO YTO-TO MHE HE JaeT MOKOsl, — MPU3aayMascs 30pHH.

— Hanpumep, — yrounui 51, Ho 30puH B OTBET IIPOMOJTYAJL.

UepHOB BHIIIIEN HAC BCTPeUaTh, KaK OOBIYHO, B IPEKPACHOM PACTIONIOKEHUH AyXa.

— Bol cebe He npencTaBisiere, YTo 3HAYMIIN AJIs MEHsI 9T CeMb JIHel Oe3 Halllero JIMTepaTyp-
HOTO KJIy0a, — CKa3ajl OH, MpHIJIaliasi HAC MPOUTH.

— 3HakombTech, 310 EBrenunii PameHckuii, nost, — ckazan 30puH, ycrymnas npoxon /Kene.
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— Bcerna pag BuneTh, YepHOB, — Tak ke JOOpOKeaTeIbHO, KaK 1 HeJIeJTio Ha3a/l, M0310POBAJICS
OH C HOBBIM WJIEHOM HAIlIeTO JIUTepaTypHOro Kiyda. — MHe Takxke HpaBUTCs, YTo Bbl moaT. [JaBHO
y Hac He ObUIO TAJIAHTOB, A ellle TAKKX MOJIOIbIX, KaK BBl

— Bnaronmapio, paa cabimarh, — orBeTr PUTHIL U YyTh ObUIO He 3acMyinaiics. OH XOpomio
aepxka’cs, HapaBHe co BceMu Hamu. CeroqHs He Obu1o KaTeHbKY Mt OHa IPUIET Yy Thb MO3JHEe, 3aTO
cBouM npucytcreueM YepHoBa yagocroun [lokpoBckuil. OHM 0 YEM-TO JI0Jr0 TOBOPUJIM Ha KyXHE.
EpemuH Bce 3T0 BpeMsi CHJIeN O/IMH, JIMCTAJ CBOM 3aIMCH U HU C KeM He oOrmasics. S mofomen Kk Hemy.

— 3apaBcTByiTE, — cKa3al 5. TOT OTBJIEKCs OT CBOMX 3allMcel U BCTaJl.

— JoOpwiit Beuep, pan Bac Buners, — ckazan EpevuH.

— MBbI Tak ¥ He IO3HAKOMUJIMCh, MEHS 30BYT PuiiatoB AJIEKCaH[Ip, — CKa3all f.

— Epemun Crenan CepreeBuy; Bbl, Kaxercs, Toapuill Hukonas 3opuHa, — CIIpOCHII TOT.

— Tak u ecTb.

— Bynere ceromus uto-HuOYyAb uuTaTh? — cripocui EpemuH.

— Ecnm nagyT cnoBo, — OTIIYTHIICS S1.

— Byzer unTtepecHo nociymarb. Bbl ke, HaBepHOe, yMTaau «30J0Thble KOJIOChs» 30puHa? —
MOVHTEPECOBAJICS TOT.

— K coxanennio, 1o cux Mop MHeE He ylaJoCch TOro cAearh, a Brl, cTano OblTh, ynTanmm? —
CIIPOCUII 1.

— Her, Ho 3oprH HaM YMTAaJ BRIIEP:KKY U3 CBOEro poMaHa. OH XOpOIIUH aBTOP, Y HEro O0JIbIIoe
Oymy1iee, 1ymaio, pa3 oH Bain apyr, To re-to Mexy Bamu 1OmKHBI OBITh TOUKH COTTPUKOCHOBEHUS,
1 Bbl nuiiere HUYYTH HE XyXke.

— Bnaronapio, Hazseloch orpaBaaTh Bamm oxunganus, — yabIOHYIICS S

— Moxer ObITh, Bbl X0THTE KOHBSIK? — EpeMuH yKa3a Ha CTOJMK PSJOM C KPECIIOM.

— He otkaxych, — cornacuics s v, pa3jiiB 1Mo O0KaJlaM KOHBSIK, Mbl BHIITJIM. $1 XOTes mpoaoi-
KUTh pasroBop ¢ EpeMuHbIM, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT MEHS$1 110/103Bajl 30pHH.

— [Iporry MeHst U3BUHUTb, 51 CKOPO BEPHYCh, — CKa3aJ s U, MOCTaBUB OOKaJI Ha CTOJHMK, TIOIIEN
yepes 3a1 K Koue.

— Tak, — 4yTh HepBHMYAsA, CKa3aJd 30pHH, — ceiuac nopoiaer YepHoB, OyaeM MpeACTaBIsTh
eMy 1oaTa.

— 41 nyma, ux 3HaKOMCTBO Y€ MPOU3O0IILIO, — YIUBUIICA .

— 51 o apyrom, — cyxo otBeTus1 30puH. B 3TOT MOMEHT K HaM nipucoequHIICS PUTHITb, B pyKax
y Hero OblTa TapesyKa ¢ 3aKyCKaMH, OH yKe UTO-TO jKeBaJl.

— Tl rie xoaumib? A 310 4T0? — YOUBWICSA 30pUH, 3a0paB y HETO TapejKy.

— Ha xyxne Ob11, MHe YepHOB CKa3ajl OTHECTH CIO[a, — ONpaBAbIBAJICS PUTHIT.

— DTO COBCEM HE 3HAUMJIO, YTO Thl MOXKEIIb €CTh. MBI pa3Be 3a 3TUM clofa puiun? — 30puH
oT4nTHIBaJ 7KEHIO OUeHb TUXO, YTOOBI HE MIPUBJIEKATh K HAM 0COOOTO BHUMAHUSI.

B nBepsix nosiBusics [TokpoBcKuid, 32 HUM ciieloM Boies1 YepHoB. Mbl IOJOIIIN K HEMY.

— YepHoB, Kak 1 ObUIO 00emaHo, mo3T! ABTOp CTUXOTBOPEHHUH, KOTOPBIE THI UMET BO3MOX-
HOCTb [TPOYECTb B MPOILIbIHA pa3, — MPeACTaBUI 30pUH HALIETO M03Ta.

— KoneuHo, Tak, ctasno ObiTh, BBl 1 €CTb TOT camblii 03T, — YepHOB MPUHSIICS pacCMaTpUBaTh
Kenwo.

— Ja. Xouy Bac nobnaromapuTh 3a TO, YTO KYIHIIA MOU paOOThI, 9TO OOJIBITIAs YECTh /I MEHS, —
ckazan PuTuib, OH ObLT A0COMIOTHO MCKPEHHUM, KOTJIa TOBOPHJI 9TO, M HE 3Hall sI BCEX TOHKOCTEH,
noBepu1 Obl eMy, Kak ceoe.

— [Ipoitnemte kKO MHEe B KaOWHET, Y MeHsI K BaM ecTb 0IMH OYeHb MHTEPECHBI pa3roBop, —
ckazasl YepHOB U KEeCTOM yKas3all Ha JIBepb B KaOMHEeT. PUTHIIb KUBHYJ U TIOIIEN CIIEIOM.
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I'naBa VI

Bce a0 Bpems, moka JKeHst Haxonuics B KabuHeTe, s1 B OyKBaJIbHOM CMBICIIE He HaXOauJI cede
Mecta. EctecTBeHHO, UTeHUsI ObUTM HA KaKOe-TO BpeMsl IPUOCTAHOBJICHBI, TaK KaK He ObUIO M XO3s-
vHa Beuepa. ['ocTu Bce mpuOBIBaIM, BeJM Oecebl, ei 3aKYCKHM U TN KOHBbSIK. MBI ¢ 30pHHBIM
HE YJacTBOBAJIM B 3TOM. TO U /1eJ10, BBIXO/ISI KYPHUTh, MBI IIPOCTO MOJTYA CTOSUIM y OKHA Y 3aTATHBa-
JIMCh OEJIBIM M €KUM JILIMOM Tarmpoc.

— Bce ropasno cioxkHee, 4eM st MOr ceOe Tpe/ICTaBUTh, — Hapymwi Momdanre Hukomaii. Ho cka-
3aJ1 OH 3TO HE CTOJILKO MHE, CKOJIBKO IPOCTO TIOATBEPANI CBOU MBICIH BCITYX.

Ha nectauie nocneimancs cTyk kadmykoB. Mul ¢ Kosiell MpUTUXIM U TIOBEPHYJIMCH K JIECT-
HUYHOU KJIeTKE TaK, YTOObl MOKHO OBUIO BHJIETh, KTO Ceiuac TIOHMMaeTcs. B crieayionuii MOMEHT
Ha JieCTHUIIE TosiBUIach KaTeHbKka.

— l'ocriona, kakoe cuacTbe, — OHa MOJHUMANIACh K HaMm. Ee yibiOKa CJIOBHO cTeplia Bee Mepeku-
BaHUS, Ha AyIIe CTAJIO CIOKOWHO. DTO OBLT CaMblil )KU3HETIOOUBBIN YeJIOBEK, KOTOPOTO 51 KOTIa-1u0o
3HAJ 32 BCIO CBOIO JKU3Hb.

— Yro-to ciyuywiock, Ekatepuna ®eopoBHa? — cripocui 30puH.

— Hy, 3auem xe Bbl Tak, Konsa? 3oBute mens no umenu, Karenbka, — ckazasia oHa, OCTaHaB-
JIMBAsICh PSAAAOM C HaMU. MBI OOMEHSTUCH MOKJIOHaMu. — Coryumsioch! Y MeHsI BHIXOAUT COOPHUK, I
TOJILKO Ceiuac U3 U3JIaTeIbCTBA, TUPAK HEOOJBIIION, HO TJIABHOE, YTO KHUTA YBUJIWT CBET!

Katenbka mocrana JUIMHHBIN MyH/IITYK, BCTABUJIa B HETO MAITMPOCY ¥ 3aKypuUJIa.

— A Kak HazbIBaThcs Oyner Barn cOOpHUK? — ClIpOCHIT 1.

— «[1023us1 TOHKUX JIUHWI» , — OTBeTHIIa KaTeHbka 1 Jo0aBmIIa: — 3TO Ha3BaHKUEe POIMIIOCH CIIOH-
TAHHO, S JIyMaJla Ha3BaTh CBOW COOPHUK TIO TIEPBOW CTPOUYKE CBOETO MPOU3BeeHUs «S1 Xomuia moj
BBICOKMIMU CTEHAMU.

— To camoe? — cripocuit y Hee 30pUH.

— la, — Katenbka B310xHy1a. OHM ¢ 30pUHBIM MEePET/ISHYIUCh, © MHE 3aX0TEJIOCh OCTABUTh UX
HaerHe, HO U3 KBapTupbl YepHoBa Bbien EpemuH.

— ¢ mornsxy, 3mechk coodpacs cBoit kiryo? [To3BosbTe MOy4acTBOBaTh? — CIPOCKI OH, OOBOIS
HAC B3TJISIJIOM.

— Ipucoenunsiitech, KOHEUHO, — MpUrIacuia ero Karenoka.

— YepHOB ellie He NOosSBWICS? — CIIPOCHIT Y HErO 30pUH.

— Jlo cux mop B kabuHete. OH ceituac 6ecemyer ¢ mosToMm. .. FOHomen, — orBetm Epemun. —
UepHOB BBIIIEIT JIMIII JJISI TOTO, YTOOBI B3ATh KOHBSIK, M CHOBA yIIe] B KaOWHeT. S myma, Beuep
HEMHHYEMO 3aBepIlieH, HO KOJIb ITPUIILIA HaIlla TOCThsI, HE BCE TIOTEePSHO.

— Crenan CepreeBuy, Bol Bcerna oueHs moOe3Hbl, — oTBeTrIa KareHbka. — MoxeT ObITh, TPO-
JeM B JIOM, He lyMato, 9To YepHOB yK CUIIBHO OOUINTCS, HAUHU MbI YMTATh Oe3 Hero.

— Tompko eciu Bl Haunete niepBasi. Torma oH siBHO He OyaeT MpoTuB, — nomyTui EpemuH,
HOo KaTeHbka MpHHsIA 3TO KaK BBI3OB.

— Torna nporry, rocrosa, Mbl HAYUMHAEM HaIll Be4ep, — cKa3asia OHa, U MBI TIOTHSIMCH B KBap-
THUDY.

MBp1 He Beu ce0s1 000COOIEHHO, TIPOCTO CPEeIU BCeX TOCTel, YTO MPHIIUTA ceroqHs K YepHOBY,
OBbLJIO MaJIO TeX, KTO MOT TIepeCTyNUTh uepe3 ceOs s 3HakoMcTBa. OHU TaK M CUIETH 10 KpecaaM
Y TUBaHaM, JieJlasi BUJ, YTO YMTAIOT HAMMMCAHHOE Ha X Oymaxkkax. Ha camoM ke jieie OHM CMOTpenu
Ha HAC C KaKOW-TO JOJIel 3aBUCTH, KOT/Ia MbI BOIIUIM B KOMHATY ¢ OYTHUIKON KOHbsIKA, IPHHECEHHOM
Katenbkol, 1 Tapeakoi ¢ JoibKaMu JIMMOHA. Bece MecTa ObUTH 3aHATHI TOCTSMU, HO, MOJOIBUHYB
CTOJIVIK, YTO CTOSUI B YIUTY, MbI 0OCTYvH ero. ['omy6eB u by sIBHO CKy4aJid, HO Ha TIpUTJIAIICHIE
MIPUCOSMHUTBCS OTKa3auch. Ha cekyH 1y 5 ogymalt, YTo OHHM IIOYyBCTBOBAIM 000COOICHHOCTh HAC
¢ 30pUHBIM, HO 3TO YYBCTBO OBICTPO MPOIILIO.
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— 51 xouy mOAHATH 3TOT OOKAN 3a HaIly MpekpacHylo noateccy, Exatepuny ®enopoBHy, KOTO-
pasi Bceraa sIBIsIeTCsl yKparieHHeM 3Toro Kiyoa, — ckazan 3opuH. Mul ¢ EpemuHbIM Becesio nmoaaep-
KaJIM 3TOT TOCT, Kpome KaTeHbku, KOTOpasi BHOBb ITPOCHJIA HE Ha3bIBATh €€ TaK.

— A Bpl, Hukonaii, urpaere ¢ oruem, Mexay NnpoyuM, — ckazajd [lokpoBckuil, momons
K HallleMy CTOJIy.

— 310 Bbl 0 yem? — nountepecoBasicst Kos.

— Beoi 3HaeTe, 0 4eM 51 roBOpIO, — OH OTKPBUT OYTHUIKY M HAJIUII Ce0€ CTOIIKY.

— OcraBUM 3TOT pasroBOp, TOCT IPOU3HECEH, Ha3all JOPOTU HET, — cKkazaja KareHbka, 1 Mbl
BBIITWJIN.

— U Bce-Taku s xoTesn Obl 0OCYIUTH STOT BOIPOC, MpoiaeMte, rocrioguH [TokpoBckuit, — npe-
noxun emy Konst. OHM yIumi Ha KyXHIO, @ Mbl, BBIITUB €111e, OCBOOOJVIIM MECTO JIJIs1 YTEHUS.

— Karenbka, niporiry, — ckazan eid Epemun. OHa BbllluIa Ha CepeIMHY M Hauaja YUTaTh:

TymaHOM OKyTaH ropos, 6ocast uiy 1o aopore,
Vike 3a yIJIoOM NPOTEKAET peKa, a HaJl HEel0 MOCTHI,
MHe 11, ckaxuTe, TpaxkaaHe, MoJauThcs o bore,
Yronutbcs B peke Wi, MOKET, YIUTH B MOHACTBIPb?

[TpocropHoe Getoe MIaThe U KOCHI M0 00€ CTOPOHBI,
Huxoro na yiaviax ropoja Hamero HET, KpyroM TUIIWHA,
Ha BETKaX, KOCACb HAa MEHA, CUACIN YC€PHBIC BOPOHHLI,

A s He crielmIa KUTh U CIIOKOMHO M0 ropoy Huia. ..

Ona npoposkana yuTaTh 3TO CTUXOTBOPEHHME, HO 3THU IEPBbIE YETBEPOCTHUIIIbS 3aCTaBHIIU
MeHsI IOCMOTpPETh Ha Hee Mo-apyromy. B KateHbke ObLJIO MHOTO TIEpEeKHUTOro, O YeM Hellb3st ObLIO
y3HaTh, HE MPOYMTaB ee CTUXU. Ta mpekpacHasi ¥ yJabI0aomasics KeHIMHA, KOTOPYIO HeJIb3s1 YBUIETh
B M€Yy, MMUcaia MPOHUKHOBEHHbIE 10 ITYOWHBI Iy CTHXH. S1 CMOTpes Ha Hee U He MOT COMo-
CTaBUTh CTPOKH U ee camy. CIOBHO OHa MUIIET He 0 ceOe, a O KOM-TO, KOr0 HUKTO U3 HAC He 3HaJ,
KpOME Hee caMOM.

Korzaa ona 3akoHYMIIa CBOE UTEHHE, HUKTO HE alUIOAMPOBAII, BCEe ObUTH MOTPYKEHBI B Pa31yMbsl.
Karenbka b ynpIOHyIach, JIETKO M YBEPEHHO, IMOKJIOHMIACh M Mofonuia Ko MHe. Ha ee mecto
BbIlea EpemMuH.

— 4 mpoury Bam OTpBIBOK M3 CBOEro pacckasza «JlyaJsIHTbl», — OH HayaJl YUTaTh, HO S €rO
He CIyImai, u3peaka opocai B3msiabl Ha KateHbKy, Ta TepeOmiia B pyKe JJIMHHBIE OyChl, KOTOpPBIE
Bucenu y Hee Ha 1mee. OTppiBOK EpemMuHa 3actaBui1 Bcex YIbIOHYTBhCS, KTO-TO Jaxe 3acMesuics, s
MOCJIeJOBAJI X TIPUMEPY, TaK Kak EpeMuH mogHsu1 B3I M IOCMOTPE Ha MyOJIHKY.

— OH npekpacHo nmier, — cka3zana Karenpka. MHe Heuero ObUIO OTBETHTh. — BBl He Haxo-
aute? — CIpoCcHiia OHa 0OpaIasich KO MHE.

— IIpocrure, 3agymacs.

— 41 Toxe oTBJEKJIaCh U MOTEPsijIa MBICIIb, YTO J10 Hac xotes AoHectu Crenan CepreeBud, HO 5
YHUTAIA €r0 KHUTY, B KOTOPBIA ObTH «Jly/IsIHTBI».

— He 3nan, yro EpeMuyH BBITYCTHII KHUTY, — YAUBUJICS £1.

— Ve JieT nATh Ha3aj Kak, — yablOHyaach Karenbka. — Koro Bbl eme He untanm u3 coOpas-
mmxcsi?

— Ecnm yectHO, TO HUKOTO. I 11 0 YepHOBE yCIbllal JIMIIb MOC/IE 3HAKOMCTBA ¢ 30PUHBIM.

— Hukonaii ouenp» Bac xBanumi, pacckasbiBas o Bamem Tpymponoonu.

— He oxwupnan, uro Bol MeHst 00Cyskaanu, — cKas3as s, 1 MHE CTaJlo HEeJOBKO. — 1 Ha THSX B35
y Hero «30JI0Thle KOJIOChs», HO TaK U HE MPOYel.
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— D710 ynuBUTEIbHAS Belllb, CKaxy s Bam. OH Hamucan ee MeHbIIIe YeM 3a Tof], padoTal Hajl
Helt, He kayes cui. OH MHOTrOe TIOCTaBWII Ha 3TOT poMaH. EMy Adonun u3 IletepOypra mpeiaras
BBIITYCKAThLCS B JKypHAaJIe, TOIBbKO OTKa3auicss Hukomnaii, OH Bce-Taku OueHb Top/biid. S ero oueHs yBa-
’aro 3a 3710, — ckazana Karenbka. Mbl pOAOJIKAIM CIIyIIATh BBICTYNAIOIMX, C KYXHU JOHOCHJICS
criop ITokpoBckoro 1 3opuHa, MHOT/IA, TIPaB/Ia, OH 3aTHXaJI ¥ MOXKHO OBUIO YCIIBIIIIATh 3BOH OOKAJIOB.

— BblI He oTKakeTe COCTaBUTh MHE KOMIIAHUIO M TIPOUTH B mobe31? — KateHbka jgocrana MyH/I-
HITYK ¥ BOIIPOCUTEJIBHO ITOCMOTpESIa Ha MEHS.

— C pamocTbio, — OTBETUI 51, [IOHUMAsI, YTO BBIATH, HUKOTO HE OOHMJIEB, MOXHO TOJIBKO JIMIIIb
BO BpEMsl 3aMMHKH, KOTOpasl Mpou3olia Kak pa3 ceituac. Hekto IlImeneB ypoHui CTonky cBoux
CTUXOB, U T€NIepb BCE TOCTH MOMOTAJIA €My UX COOpaTh.

[Tpoxonst MUMO KyXHH, 51 0OpaTHJl BHUMaHUe Ha CUASIIINX 3a cToioM 3oprHa U [TokpoBcKkoro,
KOTOpBIE OYeHb OKUBJIEHHO YTO-TO 0OCYyk1amu. Briiias B mombe3a, KateHbka mapy pa3 moKpyKuiach
U CTasla y OKHa.

— §1, HaBepHOe, COBCEM BbIKWJIA U3 yMa, — CKa3ajla OHa CMESICh.

— Her, uto BblI, — 3aBOTHOBABIINCH, HAYAT MepeyOekaaTh ee f.

— Torna nouemy Bbl Tak cMoTpuTe? — ClIpocUsIa OHA, BBIITYCKAasl IbIM.

— IIpocrute, s 3agymascs, — cKaza si, CTapasiCh MPUHATH KaK MOXKHO OoJiee HEMPUHYKICHHOE
BBIpaKEHUE JIUIIA.

— O yewm, o3BOJILTE y3HATh, Bbl 1ymaere?

— EBrenwmii, ToT moat, yto ceiiuac y YepHoBa, oH Moii ToBapwiil. [lompocusn ycrpouts um
BcTpedy. He 3Hai0, HACKOJIBKO MPABHIILHO s TIOCTYIIWI, ITOJJIABIIMCH HA €r0 YTOBOphL. Bapyr YepHoBy
HE TIOHPABSTCS €0 CTUXU !

— HoBpli o3t B HarieM kiiyoe? MHe WHTepecHO TIOCTyIaTh, — ckasasia KareHbka.

— Her, na u Bpsig nm Oynet, nonumaete, Kartenbka, oH 31ech mpoesfiom, cam u3 [letepOypra.
Tak 4to eciu oH U OyIeT YTO-JIMO0 YNUTATh, TO, MOXKET OBITh, JIUIIIb CETOTHS.

— Tam 4TO-TO MpoucxoauT, BeI ciiplmTe? — cripocuiia oHa, 6pocasi manupocy 1 youpasi MyH/I-
MITYK.

— Kaxercs, na, — u3 kBapTupbl YepHOBA JEUCTBUTENILHO pa3aBajIvCh KAKME-TO BHIKPUKH WA
YTO-TO OYeHb MoXoxkee. MbI MOCTIeNIUIIN TIOTHATHCS B KBApTUpY. Korma Mbel OTKpBUIH IBEPb, CTAJIO
MOHSITHO, YTO 3BYKHU IPOUCXOST U3 KOMHATHI, TJIe CUIST rocTi. MBI ocnemiy Tyia. B ieHTp kom-
HaThl ObLTT BHIHECEH CTOJI, KOTOPBIN paHbIlle Haxoawics B kabunere y YepHosa. Cam xe YepHOB ObLI
31eCh, OH OBUI IbsTH, TaJICTYKa He ObUIO, BEPXHHUE IYTOBUIIBI HA pyOaIlke ObUTH pacCTErHYTHI, a €ro
BCerja nmpryecaHHble BOJIOCH B3jloxMadeHsl. Ha crone crosut @utwib, 6e3 numkaka, 0e3 rajicTtyka,
C pacKpacHEBLIMMCS OT Xkapbl U, HABEPHOE, KOHBSIKA, JIULIOM.

— JlaBaii eiie, — BRIKpUKuBai YepHoB. — [1aroyiom xru cepaua Jojei! — Kpuyai oH.

dutnis 3acmescs.

— Jlait npuKypuTh, — KpUKHY1 YepHoBy Putnib. YepHOB nojo1ien, 1aji eMmy CUrapeTy, puKy-
pui JKeHe, KOTOPBIN HAKJIOHWJICS K XO3SIMIHY Bevepa.

— A tenepb, untaii! Yuraii! — kpuvan YepHoB.

®utnip, co BCEM NPUCYIIUM €My YMEHMEM IPOMKO YWTATh CBOU CTHUXH, KOTOPOE OH Ipojie-
MOHCTPUPOBaJI HAM ¢ 30pUHBIM €11Ie B NIEpBbIE JHU ITpHUe3Ja KO MHE, Hayasl YUTaTh:

Ha nanupockl MHe ocTaBb J1a MpOBaJIMBa,

B BeuHO TymMaHHOM, OOJLHOM rOJIOBE,

MBeicib 0 camoyOuiille pacKauuBaii,

PackauunBaii ero ro BeTpy Jia Ha CJIOMaHHOW BETKe,
Krto MHe nmpusHaetcsi B TOM, 4TO 51 Jry?

Byner nm rosnoc ero 3Byyars 1IEeHHON MOHETOM ?
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['. KappsnoB. «[lostrueckas apepa»

ITOro MPOCTO He MOIJIO OBITh, BCEe TIPOUCXOAIIee MHE HAIOMUHAJIO Ay pHOU COH. MHe cTaHo-
BUJIOCH kapKo. A B3mIs110M Haitesn 30prHa, CTOSIBIIETO y cTeHbl. OH repexBaTuil MO B3IJISIA U TTOKa-
YaJl TOJIOBOM, UTO He MPeABEIAI0O HUIero Xopoiero. Bee mpucyTcTByromye OblTH yIUBICHB TAKUM
MOBE/ICHUEM XO35IMHA BeUepa, a TaKKe MOJIOABIM U HE U3BECTHBIM HUKOMY 1103TOM. DUTHIIH TEM Bpe-
MEHEM BCE MPOJOJIKAIL:

3BEHHT OHA B KOIIEJbKE, 1a TIOCAEIHSIA,

A ObUIM VX TaM HECMETHbIE THIIIIH,

Ila Bce mo pykam J10 A0Bepus,

UYro 610 pacnuTo Aa OpoIIeHo,

Jpy3bsiMy OTM3KMMU, HEMBIMU TJIA3UIIAMU !
A roza Mo, Kak ¥ MOJIOJIOCTbh, CKOIIIEHHI,
Kax TpaBa copHsK fa 1mMxoii Tabak,

Jla B 6ymary 3acymivBai,

Kpytu, 3akarbiBaii, MHE OCTaBb,

Ha manmpocsl MHE OCTaBb Aa pOBaMBai.

— Hepxwu, — YepHoB npotsiHy1 KeHe OyTHUIKY ¢ KOHBSIKOM, TOT CJeJaj napy IJIOTKOB, 3aTeM
3aTsHYJICS NTANMPOCO U, OPOCUB ee MO HOTY, IPSIMO Ha CToJIe M Hayall TaHLeBaTh. YepHOB Hauas
aryIoaMpoBaTh U NOAOAAPUBaTh. B 3TOT MOMEHT KO MHE mozomies 30pHH, ¥ MbI C HUM BBIIIUTU B KOPH-
J0P.

— Yro 31€8CH IPOU30LLIO? — CIIPOCUIT 1.
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['. KappsnoB. «[lostrueckas apepa»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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