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AHHOTaAIUSA

OrtmpaBnsisice B Jajekylo Poccumio, oHass mpuHiecca Puke u
NpEeJCTaBUTh HE MOIJIA, YTO ee OpaK C HACIEeAHHKOM PYCCKOTO
TIPECTONIA OKAKETCS «30JI0TOM KJIETKOi». Ho cBEKpOoBb-nMIIEpaTprLia
el He JOBepseT, HEMOOMMBII MYyXK H3MEHseT C JpyIuMH, ee
COOCTBEHHBIN (DaBOPUT OKa3aJiCsl HUYTOXeCTBOM; EkarepuHe rpo3ur
MO30PHBIN Pa3BOJ M U3THAHKE. ..

N Tyt B ee :xu3Hb BuxpeM BpbiBaetcs ['puropuii OpiioB — reapeeti,
Kpacasell, THranT, repoit Llopaaopgckoro cpaxenus, BTOOIEHHBINA B
Hee Kak JKeHILMHY, a He OyayIIyIo HapuLy.

W ExkartepuiHe mpupercsi BHIOMpaTh: MPO30aTh JIM W JAJIbIIE
B «30JI0TOM KJIETKe» — WJIM BOCCTaTh IPOTHB HUYTOXHOTO
MYy’Xa, BO3IJIABUB T'BApAEHCKUI 3aroBOp M ABOPLIOBBIN MEPEBOPOT.
OcraBatbCsl I JO KOHLIA CBOMX JHEN MEJIKOW HEMELKOU MPUHLIECCOR



— WK 3aBoeBaTh TpoH Poccmiickoi imnepuu, mpociaBuB B BEKaX UM
Exatepunsl Benukoii!
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Maprapura CBuaepckas
IOHOoCcTH EKaTepuHbI
Besmkon. «B
30J10TOH KJIETKe»

Nur der verdient sich Freiheit wie das Leben,
Der taglich sie erobern muss’.
Hozann Boavgheanz I'eme

I'nasa 1. Ilog Hag3zopom

1745-1762

ToHKMI TaTbYMK M3SANIHON KEHCKOH PyKH, OOpaMJICHHOH B
KPYKEBHOI pyKaB TEMHO-CHHEro OapXaTHOTO ILUIaThs, pUCOBAI
y30Pbl Ha 3aMHJEBEBLIEM OKHE. B TEMHBIE IIATHBIIIKY Ha OTTasAB-
IIEM TOCJI€ TPUKOCHOBEHUS CTEKJIE MPOIISIBIBAINA OYEPTaHUA
JIOMOB, IJI¢ B OKHAX MEPLIAJIY OIMHOKHME OTOHBKU. Y OKHa CTOs/IA
Ee Mmneparopckoe BricouectBo Exareprna AjiekceeBHa — Cy-
IIpyra HeIaBHO B3OLIEALIEro Ha npectos Poccuiickon umnepun
Ilerpa depopoBuya, rIeMsAHHUKA NOYMBIIEN 1BAALATD IISATOTO



Jekaops mponuioro rojaa (Bcero mecsi Ha3zan) Enuzasetsl Iler-
POBHBI U3 AUHACTUM POMaHOBBIX.

EkarepriHa AnlekceeBHa rpycTHIa: OHa BHOBb OepeMeHHa, Ha
ceil pa3 He oT myxka. OTioM pedeHKa ObLT BIIOOTEHHBI B Hee
reapreen] ['puropuii OpsoB, YTO TEMIIEPAMEHTOM U €[1Ba CKPbI-
BAaEMOM CTPACTHOCTBIO CMETaJl Ha IyTH BCE COCJIOBHBIE ITPErpa-
Ibl, OYIMJT MEUTHl O HECOBITOYHBIX, IAJIEKO UIYIIMX TulaHax. Mx
CBSI3b JJINJIACH YK€ 1aBHO, EkaTeprHa nopo3peBasa, uTo U ee He
yAaJIoCh CKpBITh OT Ilerpa denopoBruya — BO ABOPLE CIMIIKOM
BCE IPOHU3AHO HAYIIIHUYECTBOM, Jaxe nocie cmepru Enmmsase-
Tbl [1eTpOBHBI HpaBbl MPUIBOPHBIX HE U3MEHUIUCH. VI, KOHEUHO
ke, e[1Ba JIU He TIaBHBIM OObEKTOM JIIsI CIesKKU Oblla oHa — Eka-
TeprHa. CIUIETHU Y Pa3roBOPBI MO OOJBINEN YacTy Y TOBJIHSUIIN
Ha OTJaJIEHUE Cynpyros, [leTp yxe He Tak 4acTo crpammsal ee
COBETa, MOJTHOCTHIO NoNarasich Ha KaHiyiepa BoponuoBa. beuia n
ellle OjIHa PUYMHA OXJIAXKIEHU — TUIEMSIHHULIA KaH1yiepa Enu-
3aBeTa BopoHI10Ba — M0O0OBHUIIA TOCYIApst — YUPE3BBIYAMHO «TH-
Xasi» MOJIOJAsl )KEHIIMHA, BO BCEX MpUYyaax norakasias [lerpy.

Ot pasmbiiienun Exkarepuny oropsan ctyk asepblo. C mo-
KJIOHOM BOIIIEJI CJIyra C B3aHKOM JIpOB U ciy:kxaHka. [locnenHss
clienaja peBepaHc U Cpocuia:

— Bame imneparopckoe BricouecTBo, nopars Jim 4aio?

— Ha, npunecu. Meny Toxe, — ¥ IOBEPHY/IACh CHOBA K OKHY,
IBITASICh B OYEPTAHUSAX JIOMOB PACCMOTPETDh TOT €IMHCTBEHHBIN,
rae npoxusai ['puropuii Opiios.

ExarepnHy HaCTOJIBKO YCHUJIEHHO OTTECHSUIM OT LIAPCTBEHHO-



r0 Cymnpyra, 4To OHa yXe BCepbe3 Hauasa OECIIOKOUTHCS O CBO-
et cynpOe. CoOCTBEHHO, B IIATKOM TonoxeHnn ExareprHa Obl-
Jla TIOCTOSIHHO, €l BCe BpeMsl MPUXOAUIIOCH TPUCIOCa0IMBaTh-
csl U BbIKpyuMBarThbcs. [lamMATh yCiyKJIMBO BBICBETHIIA HEKPACH-
BYIO CLIEHY U3 I0HOCTH, U ExaTepuHa HepBHO nepeepHya Iie-
YaMu, YKYTaHHBIMM B MEXOBOE MAHTO, HA MTHOBEHHE IPHUKPbI-
na raza. llleku TyT *ke 3aaienu, Kak Toraa, oT Moay4YeHHbIX MO0-
IIEYMH, KOTOPbIMU €€ ILLEIPO Harpaguia MaMeHbKa — KHATUHS
Noanna-EmzaBeta Anranbt-LlepOcrckas.

B cymnocth, Torga Exkarepune 4acto JOCTaBIUCH OIUICYXU
OT POIUTEIbHUIIBI — BECbMa TEMIIEPAMEHTHON M 3aHOCUMBOM
*eHIMHbl. Ho TOT cityyail po4HO 3acen B MaMsATH U HaBA3YU-
BO HarmomwuHa o cebe, eapa Exarepuna, o 100poTe AyIeBHOM,
B/APYT HAYMHAJIA TPYCTUTD O MIPEBPATHOCTSIX cynbOBbI. [Toce Hero
OHa TBEPIIO B3s1a CYbOY B PYKH.

[lo3nHuMm neTHuM Beuepom ExatepuHa, npenocraBieHHas ca-
Mol cebe (MaMeHbKa OTIPABUIACH BEPXOM B TOCTH K TPUHILY
u npuntiecce ['eccen-I'omOyprckum; I[letp, emie keHux, passie-
KaJICsl CaMOCTOSITEIbHO B CBOMX MOKOSIX), pellnia IPOryisiThCs
10 Cajy — CJIMIIKOM JIYIIHO ObUIO B KOMHATaX.

7KeHIMHbI, 4TO MPUCITY:KUBATIKM €M, PaloCTHO MOAJIEpKaIn
NpeAJIOKEHNE, CYETJIMBO MOXBATAIM 1A U BBICTPOWIIUCH PSl-
KOM B OJKMJIaHUHY 3aMelikaBiiero kamepaunepa Tumodes EBpe-
MHOBA, YOEKaBILIEro KJIMKHYTH /ISl COMPOBOXACHUS eIlle IBYX
Oe3/1e/IbHUKOB-JIakeeB. EkaTtepuHe He Tepriesioch ObICTpee MOKH-
HYTb IIOKOM ellle 10 OJHOI npuunHe: HecHocHas IlleHk orcyT-



CTBOBAJIA, TIOSIBUJICS IIAHC YJIU3HYTh U Becello, 0e3 ofepruBaHuii
Y HPaBOYUYEHHUI ITPOCTO MPOTYJIATHCS.

— Bb1 6e3 Marymiku yxonure B Takoe Bpemsi?! — B 1Bepsix BHe-
3arHo nosieuiack cornsagarenpHuia [lenk. Ceura ¢ Ekatepunon
HE CKpbLJIa OTOPYEHHOTrO B3/10Xa.

— JymHo. Ml nporysisemMcs 0 MapKy, — pellnia HaCTOATh
Ha camocrosTenbHocTi Exarepuna. — Ecim matymika cpocur
MEHS1, KOI/la BEPHETCS U3 TOCTEN, IO30BUTE.

Buemne ExkarepyHa gaBHO Hayywiach Ha JIMIE JIEpXKaTb
HEBO3MYTUMYIO MAacKy, CTapaTeJIbHO CKpbIBas, KAK UCITyTaHHO TO
CTY4YHT, TO 3aMupaet cepaue. llleHk nomopimuiack, HO He keJja-
Jla yCcTynarh:

— Bamma marymika paccepauTcs. TO HENPUIMYHO !

— 51 uny He omHa, MeHs OyIyT COMPOBOKIATH MOU KEHIITMHBI
U BOT, — EkaTeprHa B3MaxHysa pyKou, YKa3blBasi Ha BXOJASAIIETO
KaMepauHepa C JJakessMU BHyIIMTeIbHOTO pocta. — C oxpanoit. K
TOMY kK€ MBI OyJIeM TYJISITh 3[IeCh JKe TI0/1 OKHaMu. Bbl Jierko mMo-
JKETe MEHS U3BECTUTH, KOrJa Maryllka nossurcsa! — Exarepuna
crenasa aBa MEJIKMX, OCTOPOXKHBIX IHaXKa K ABepu. Kpaii nbini-
HOH 100K BBIHBIPHYJ B KOPUJOP, OJarornoayyHo MUHOBAB I0-
por koMHaTsl. CTpOroro okJivka, koum ciasuiack IlleHk, He no-
cnenoBasio. M EkareprHa BRIOpXHYJIa Ha CBOOOY, OOJIEr9eHHO
B3/IOXHYB U PAJJOCTHO YJIbIOASCh.

B orcyrctBum HenpusitHou amsl Lllenk, na u marymku, Exa-
TepUHa C XEHIIMHAMU MPEKPACHO MpOBeJia Beyep, CTapasch He
JyMaTb O BO3MOJKHBIX HOCIEACTBUAX. BepHyIUCh C MpOryiaku



BECEJIbIMH, B TIPEKPACHOM HACTPOEHUH, €ro TYT ke MCHOPTUIIA
[llenk, KOTOpasi BCTPETUIIA OCIYIITHUILY Y OKHA U C TOBOJIbHBIM
BUJIOM COOOIINJIA:

— Ee CgetsiocTb J1er/u crath paccepkeHHBIMHU BaIllUM OTCYT-
cTBUEM!

— Bam HMYero He CTOMIIO 32 MHOIO TIOCTIaTh, pa3 s OblIa HyKHA
maryiike! [Touemy Bbl 3T0rO0 He caenanu?

— U rpe 6b1 51 Bac uckana?! K tomy ke game, OMHOM, HEMpU-
JIMYHO B TaKoe BpeMsl Oerath!

— JloctaTouHO OBLIO TIPUKA3aTh JIIOOOMY JIAKeI0 HAC HalTh! —
BO3MYyTHJIach EkatepuHa.

— Bo1 3a0pamu ux ¢ codoro! — HactauBana IlleHk.

ExarepuHa rmokayvaja rojoBou, pelmB CTOSTh O KOHIIA:

— BBl cienmaibHO He MO3BajId MeHs !

— Bor Kak, ¢ yero Obl 3107

— Yto06wH mocamuth! — EkaTeprHa efiBa ycriena 3amMoiIdaTh, a
TaK XOTEJIOCh JOOABHTh: « YTOOBI B OUEPEIHOM pa3 BhI3BaTh CKaH-
JaJt, 4TOOBI. ..» [IpUurH OBUIO CIIMIIIKOM MHOTO — HAKOITWJIUChH
3a CTOJIb KOPOTKHI CPOK.

Ha 3acteiBiiem nurie [lleHk BAPYr O:KUBUIUCH TOHKHUE TyOBI,
Ha HMX MEJIbKHYJIa TIOBOJIbHAS YJIBIOKA, JaMa ciesiajia peBepaHc U
yIJMIach C TOPABIM BUJIOM, IIPEHEOPEKUTETIEHO OPOCUB Yepes
IJIEYO0:

— Kusruns ycrana u mpocuna ee He OyauTb.

ExarepuHa ropao B3aepHyJa OCTpbIid MOAOOPOIOK U OTBEp-
HYJIaCh, TIOBEPHYBIIIUCh Ha KaOJyKax, OHA HAIlPaBUJIACh K aJlb-



KOBY — Mopa craTtb. YTpoM Bce nposicHutcs. Ho BHyTpu nepe-
IyIraHHOW NTAIIKOM TpeneTrano cepaue — ExarepuHa He 3Hana,
yto HaroopuJa [llenk ee matepu. B cuibHOM GecriokoiicTBe OHA
YCHYJIa, TIIETHO yOesk/asi U ycrokanBasi ce0si, 4To He COBEpIIIU-
JIa HUYEro, COBEPILIEHHO HUYETrO JYPHOTO U PEAOCYAUTETbHOIO;
Y MaTyIIKa BBICTYIIAET, TOWMET ee OOBSICHEHUSI ¥ TIPUMET CTO-
pony nouepu. Eif oueHb X0Ten0Ch BEpUTh, UTO OHU BMECTE eIlle
BeCeJI0 MOCMEIOTCS HaJl 3TOM NMPOTUBHOM oHOcuMIen [lleHk !

EnBa npochHyBimch, Exatepuna OpicTpo coOpasiach U Hampa-
BUJIACh B MOKOU MaTepu. KHATHHS ellie He BCTalla U MOoJyJiexana,
OIMUPAsCh HA B OOJIbIITNE MOAYIIKH, KOUX B MHOKECTBE PACKU-
Jajia Ha BBICOKOW moctenu nop 6angaxuHoM. OH CTONb yMeIo
ObLT 3aIpaNTMPOBaH, YTO MOTEPTOCTY TKAHU eBa MPOTJISIIBIBAIN
B TIBIITHBIX CKJIAKax. Ha KomeHsx Maryiika jaepxkaina HeOOomb-
I0# cepeOpsHbIA MOHOC, IJe Pa3MECTHIIOCh OJIOAILE, Ha HEro
OHa MEpPUOIMYECKU CTaBWJIA KPOXOTHYIO KO(EWHYIO YalleuKy,
ClieJIaB MaJIEHbKUH TJIOTOK U MTPOMOKHYB T'yObl HEOOJIBITION cal-
(detkoit, nexasieit psgom ¢ omomteM. Bonockl Ee Ceetnoctu
ObLIM HeyOpaHHbIE ¥ TOPYAJIH TIOAMSITHIMU MPSIISIMU BO BCE CTO-
POHBI, MpHUIaBasi €l B3bEPOIICHHBIN U CEPIUTHIN BU, OEBIN C
Kpy’k€BaMU HOYHOM Yerel CHPOTJIMBO BaJIsJICs B IOAHOKbE KPO-
BaTh. MajieHbKuUe I71a3K1, HEMHOTO C TTPULILY POM, CMOTPEJTH Mpsi-
MO Tiepen] co00I0, B YalllKy, U TOKe He paboTasli Ha CMSTYCHUE
oOpaza 100poii «MaMEHBbKI».

EkarepurHa nogoiiia kK KpoBaTH U clieania peepasc. He noa-
HUMasiCh, OHA TIOMBITATIACH B35ITh CBOOOJHYIO PYKY MATYIIKH,



4yToOBI MOTIeI0BaTh. Ho eBa ee Teriasi pyka KOCHYJIACh TOHKOW
KHCTHU KHATUHU, KaK Ta Pe3KO JIePHYJIach, OTHSIA PYKYy U OTBEP-
HYJIa TOJIOBY K OKHY, MPOJOJIKasi TIONMBAaTh YTPEHHUI Kode.

— Hob6poe yTpo, matymika! — mponenerana Exkarepuna, ona
TMOHSJIa, YTO MaTh HE B HACTPOEGHUH U Pa3rOBOP OKHUJIAETCS, KaK
BCET/Ia, TSKEJIbIA, C KpUKaMu, OOBUHEHHSIMHU, & TOTO TJISI/IN U T10-
meunHamu. Ho ocraBanachk cnabast Hajgexaa — a BAPYT e 1o-
Ka3aJioch, YTO KHATUHSA B rHeBe? Benb Bce MOKHO OOBSICHUTD,
TOJIBKO OBl BBICITYIIIATIA.

— Marymika, Kak Baia BYepaiHsas noesaka? Kak moxusaior
npuHll 1 npuHiecca ['eccen-I'omOyprckue? — cuenana poOKyio
NONBITKY HauaTh pasroBop Ekarepmna, co cTpaxoM BCITylIMBa-
sICh, HACKOJIbKO HEPBHO KHATHWHSI OTIMBAET Yaii: MOCTYKUBaHUE
Janiky o Osmozre ObUIO HEPOBHBIM U TOBOPHJIO O HAPACTAIOIIEM
U e[lBa CIEP’KMBAEMOM T'HEBE MATYIIIKH.

— INoxuBaoT HOp-MaJb-HO!.. MeHsl pacCTpOUIN 1 OrOpuMIn
Bbl, Puke! S He oxkupana, 4TO MOSI JOYb OKAXETCS HACTOJIBKO
JIETKOMBICJIEHHOH 1 0€30TBETCTBEHHOW 0coOoi! S monarasna, 4To
y Bac eCTh XOTh TOJIMKA MO3TOB, YTOOBI HE COBEPIIATh MPEIOCY-
JUTENIbHbIE TPOCTYIIKU, He-To-Tpa-BU-Mble! Bbl moHnMaeTe 3Ha-
yeHue 3toro cioBa? Kak Bel Morium 3a0biTh, Puke, 4TO HEIOIY-
CTUMO MOSIBJISITHCS B CTOJTb MO3AHMIA Yac B 1okosix Ero Nmmepa-
Topckoro BeicouectBa?! Uto ckaxer umneparpuna Enuzasera?!
Kakue onpaBianust Mue npuaymbiBath?! — KHATMHS MIBBIPHYIA
MYCTYIO YaIlKy Ha MOCTeN b, COPOCHIIA C KOJIEH TIOJHOC W CBECH-
Jla Ha TIOJT HOTH, OOTSIHYThbIE AJIMHHON HOYHOH pyOarkoi. [IBy-



Msl TIAJIBIIAMU KHSTUHS TIPUTIOIHSIIA TOJIOBY JIOUEPH 3a MOA00-
POZIOK M HEMHOT'O HATHYJach K HEll, MPUCTAILHO BIVISABIBASICH B
no6seHeBIIee J1Lo. — Kak Takoe MOIJIO MpUATH BaM B royioBy ?!
Kro Hapoymun Bac? Hemennenno rosopure! CmoTpute MHE B
raza, Puke!

ExarepuHy Hayanma OUTh TPOKb, KAK TOJIBKO KHATHUHS HETIPO-
M3BOJIBHO CTajia noBblark ronoc. Iocnennono ¢pasy oHa yxe
KpHUyaJja eyl B JIMIIO, IENKO 00XBATUB XOJIOAHBIMH MAJIbIIAMU OCT-
PBIi MOTOOPOJIOK JIOYEPH.

— 4 xe ckazana Bam: cmorpeTh MHe B mia3zal.. Hy xke! Kro
Bac NoAroBopu noitu B mokou Ero Mmneparopckoro Bricoue-
crBa?! 'oBopure!

— Hukro, magam! 5 Tam He ObLia!

— Bpl jkeTe! — B3BU3rHYJIa KHATUHS U, HE CAEPKABIINCH, 3a-
neruia ExkarepuHe nomieynHy.

Cne3bl rpagoM Nnockinaauch U3 ria3, Ekarepuna npusxasna no-
XOJIOAEBIIYIO JIAJIOHDb K ropsiien meke. McnyranHo Moprasi, oHa
BBITSIHYJIA BTOPYIO PYKY, KaK ObI 3aIUIIASICh OT BOZMOXHBIX T10-
CJIEYIONIMX YIAPOB.

— 3a uro, marymika?! § He coBepiiasia HU4Yero aypHoro! Mel
C JKEHILMHAMM BCETO JIMIIb MPOTYJISUIMCh Y HAC MO OKHaMM !

— Huuero gypHoro?! Kak BbI cMeJv MOCTaBUTS O[] yAAP CBOIO
peryTaiuio, HerofgHasi, IpsiHHas AeB4oHkKa?! — KHAruHs Harny-
JIach U TpolienTana nodeneBmumMu ryoamu: — CTOIbKO CUJT TO-
TPaTUTh Ha TIOATOTOBKY 3TOrO Opaka, ¢ HACJeHUKOM BEJIUKOM,
Oorareineit qep;kaBbl, M BCe MyCTUTH KOTY 1of XxBocT! Bel pac-



TONTAJIM U HAIJIEBAJIM HA MOM CTapaHusi, MOU CUJIbI U HEPBbI. Bbl
3a0BUTH TIPO MOE YHWXEHHUE, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB!.. I cToibko cae-
nana s Bac, Puke, a Bbl, HeONMarogapHas, OJIHIM MaxoM pa3-
pyumau Bee! Bol mogymanu o0o MHe, cBoeir Matepu?! Kak Bbl
MoTJIH 3a0bITh O YecTr ceMbu?! O TOM 1Mo30pe, KOTOPBIH Ternepb
Oynet nuIeioM TSHYTHCS 32 BaMH, re Obl Bl HA MOSIBUIIUCH !
Ila Bac He MyCTAT HU B O/IUH MOPSIIOYHBIH JOM, BaC KJIET KaJKOe
CYLIECTBOBaHHUE B MOHACThIpE!

— 51 He coBepiIMIa HUYErO MPEAOCYIUTETHHOTO, KJISIHYCh
BaM! {l gaxe He MOHMMAIO, 32 UTO Bbl MEHsI PyraeTe. .. — BCXJIU-
nbIBas, nposieneraia ExateprHa, 1agomkoi yTupas ObICTpo Ka-
MAIOIINUE CIIE3bI.

— Bam Busut k Ilerpy ®egopoBuuy 6e3 MeHsI U B MOE OTCYT-
CTBHE B HEMO3BOJIUTEIbHOE Bpemsi!

— Ho Hukakoro Busura He ObuT0! Mbl ¢ MOMMU KEHIMHAMU
IIPOCTO TYJISUIM IO ajljiee noj okHamu. Hac conpoBoxjanu 1Boe
JIakeeB U KamepauHep!

— He nrure! 910 HU3KO M HEAOCTOMHO Bac! — enie oJHa 3BOH-
Kas MOIIeYMHA yKpacuia pyMsIHIIEM APYTYIO IIEKY.

— 4 roBopio npaBay! — 3anunace cinezamu ExkarepuHa.

Kusiruns Bcrana, mogoOpaia moaon pyOaiiky U Moaomuia K
cekperepy. Heckonmbko MUHYT OHa Tiepebupaiia Oymaru, coBep-
IIIEHHO He oOpalliasi BHUMaHUSI Ha JIOYb.

— BbI ciminkoM Ge30TBETCTBEHHO OTHOCUTECH K CBOEH perty-
taiy, Puke. 3aTOMHUTE HAKOHEL-TO: 31€Ch KaXIbIi, UMEHHO
KaX/IbIl, TIOCTapaeTcsl Bac OKJIEBETaTh, OOOJTaTh, CIENaTh BCE,



YTOOBI BaC OYEPHUTH B I1a3ax umreparpuilpl Enuzasets u [let-
pa ®enoposuua. U tak Oynet Bceria, — KHATUHS 00epHYJIach, —
BbI JIOJDKHBI OBITh TPEICTBHO OCTOPOXKHBI, CKOJIBKO K€ MHE Bac
HACTaBJIATH?!

— $1 He oOMaHBIBalO Bac, MaTyIllka, 3TO BCE HECHOCHasl 00-
mManiuua I[lenk! OHa MOCTOSIHHO KJIEBEIIET HAa MeHsI! — HE BhI-
nepxana ExkareprHa, akKypaTHO TTPOMOKHYB TUIATOYKOM MOK-
pble ra3za. OHa Ha MUT 3aMelIKaiach, 3aJyMaBIIMCh: CTOUT JIU
TUM U3SIIHBIM [IPEIMETOM YTEPETh U HOC. .. BE/Ib 3TO UCMIOPTUT
JIOPOT'YI0 Belllb, a BHIIIIMBKA BECbMa MOIXOJUT K €€ YTPEeHHEMY
TUIaThIO, TO MOKET CHOBA paccepauTh MaTymiky. CTob MPOCTo-
ro BeIOOpa KHSKHA clieniaTh He cMoria. EkatepuHa pactepsijiach
U TIPOCITyIIajia KaKoi-TO BOMPOC MAMEHbKH, U TaKu pa3Oynuia
HOBYIO BOJTHY THEBA, YTO HE TPEMUHYJT BbUIATHCS.

KHsruHs pa3osnunack, He yCblllaB BOBPeMs OTBET J0YepH,
OHa TMOJIOIIA K TOU, PEIIUB MOMHTEPECOBATHCS, YEM TaK 3aHSTO
ee Hepa3yMHoe BeuKkoBo3pacTHoe auTs. Cozepuanue Puke HO-
COBOTO IIJTaTKa €€ BO3MYTHJIO B OOJIBINCH CTETIeHH, YeM MOoJT9a-
HUE, U KHATUHS, BUENUBIINUCH B JJIMHHBIE BOJIOCH JI0YEPH, pa3-
BEpHyJia ee K ce0e, 3aJIelTUB OUepeHYIO MOIIEUnHY.

— He cmeiite peigats! Ber — Oynymas ummneparpunal [omy-
Marth TOJIBKO: Yepe3 Mapy MecsIeB Bbl Oy/ieTe 0OBEHUAHBI C BEJIH-
kuM KHs3eM! Ecim, KoHeYHO, He UCTIOPTUTE BCE CBOUM HEJOJ-
I'MM KypuHbiM ymuilikoM! He B3gymaiite onsath npenaTbes AeT-
ckuM Bbixonikam! Beirpure corum, ®uke! Jla BBIKUHbTE Bbl 3TOT
IJIATOK !



ExarepriHa MOCIyIIIHO BBIMOJHMIA YKa3aHUS MaTyIIKU: Opo-
CWJIA TUIATOYEK Ha IOJ He IAAA. KHATMHA HEMHOrO YCIIOKOH-
JIach U, IPUCEB Ha KPOBaTh, MOTpaTWIIA 1eJIbli Yac, BAaaOnMBas
IIPONKCHBIE UCTUHBI B ITYCTYIO, 10 €€ MHEHUIO, TOJIOBY JOYEPH.

— Crynaiite nepeoaeBaTbcs, NMPUBEJUTE JIMILO B MOPSAAOK.
Ckopo obenars y Ero Mmmepartopckoro BeicouectBa. S Hane-
10Ch, BbI 3aIIOMHHJIA MOM cjioBa?!

— Jla, matymika! — EkarepuHa nogHsack ¢ 1ojia, caesaja pe-
BEpAHC, MOLEJI0OBAJIAa PYKY Y MaTepH M BHIIILIA K cele.

SIpkrie OTMETUHBI U3SIIHON PYKU KHATWHM, aJICIOI1e Ha 11e-
Kax, J]a KpacHble MPUIYXIIUE BEKU CKa3alu OKPYKAIOIIMM, YTO
JEBYIIIKE I0CTAIOCh OT MaTe€pU 32 HEBUHHYIO BEUEPHIOIO MPOTYJI-
Ky. Bpemenn Ha mepeoneBanue K oOey U MPUMOYKH TSI BEK
MOYTH HE OCTAJIOCh, U MPUCITYTra 3aCyeTUIACh.

«l'ocnogu, MOMMITY#, KaK ke 51 ycTrajga OT 3TUX JOHOCUMKOB!
A xe Hudero He aenawo roxoro! [Touemy marynika tak cTpo-
ra? [loueMy oHa BepUT BCSIKMM CIUIETHSIM, a HE MHe?! Benp 51 ee
JI04b, MBI JK€ JIOJDKHBI JTIOOUTh JIPYT JPYyra, KaJeTh, MOAIePKHU-
BaTh. HO s TOJIbKO U CIIBIIITY YIIPEKH 1 5Ka00bl O MOEW HEeJTI0OBU
u HeyBaxkeHuU K Heil! Ho s ke uenio ee, nountaro. Cyianoch.
Tak oTuero e oHa Tak CypoBa co MHOIO?» — Ekarepune ObL10
HEOOBIYalHO ceOs XkaJlb, CJIe3bl, UTO HAKATHIBAJIMCh Ha IJ1a3a, OHA
HE CMeJI1a MoKa3aTh Mepe/l MPUCITYKUBAIOIIUMU KEHIITUHAMM, OT-
Yero HEMpOM3BOJILHO OITyCKaJla TOJIOBY U YaCTO-4acTO MOpraja.
ToJBKO IDHOCTB U BECEJIBIM HPAB He MO3BONMWIM Exarepune aoi-



IO MeYaJIUThCS.

Hakowneni-To Tyasier 661 3akOHYeH, 1 EkateprHa copBajiach ¢
MecTa, modexasia B KomHaty Matepu. He maii 6or, Ta yxe rotoBa
Y KJIET €€, MYCTh JaXe U HECKOJIbKO ceKyHl! Tak U oka3ayoch.
KHsruns pazapaxeHHo MpoxXakuBaiach 0 KOMHATE, Ha HeOOJb-
IIIOM CBOOOJTHOM «ITAITAUKE» MEXIY KPOBATBIO U CTOJIOM, M3PE/I-
Ka Herisisl I00KaMu Kpeciia ¢ U30THYTHIMU HOKKAMU U peAKUMU
NPOIUICIIMHAMU Ha OOMBKE.

— HenpunmyHo ona3abiBaTh M 3aCTaBISATh ceOs K aaTh, Puke!
CTosbKO BpEMEHHU CEroJHsI FOBOPHIIa C BAMU U OIISITh 3psi! — po-
IIenTaaa KHATUHS, OCKOPOJIEHHO TMOJKala TOHKKE I'yObl U TPO-
1UIa BOEpes K JIECTHUILIE, 3aCTABUB J104b IOCTOPOHUTHCS U MPO-
MYCTUTH €e.

EkaTtepuHa rpycTHO B3[I0XHYJIa, CTPSIXHYJIA C ITOJ0/1a HEBUIU-
MYIO TIBUIMHKY, TIOTHSIa BBEPX MOAOOPOIOK U TOC/eoBaa 3a
MaTepblo, IIENOTOM CUMTAasA CTYIIEHbKU, HaXOAs y/I0BOJIbCTBUE B
9TOM 3aHUMATEeIbHOM 3aHATUH. K ToMy ke 4nciio cTyneHek Bce
BpeMsl TIOJTy4asioch Pa3HbIM, BOBMOXHO, EkarepuHa yacto cOu-
Bajlach CO CueTa, OTBJEKAsACh Ha Tpoucxosiiee psjaoM. Bor u
ceifyac BKYCHO 3aI1axJjio kapeHOH KypHILIEH cO CTIEIIUSIMU OT OJTI0-
114, HAKPBITOTO cepeOpsTHBIM KOJITTAKOM, KOTOpOe mpoaedriiupo-
BaJIO B pyKax oUIMaHTa, YTO OOAPO CIIEHINT MOIaTh €ro K CTO-
JIy BEJIMKOTO KHSI3SI.

«Oi-n151-151! MBI onasaplBaeM — KypHILy YK€ MOHecnu!» — u
ExarepuHa rpubaBuia 1mar.

B nepBoii KoMHaTe MOKOEB, Tjie pacrnonarajics keHux Eka-



Tepunbl — [letp ®enopoBuY, TOINWIUCH TPUJBOPHBIE U CHOBA-
s opurmanTel. EkareprHa nHoraa 3ajasajiach Bonpocom: «Kak
UM YIaeTCsl COXPaHATh TaKylo CIENSIIy0 OelMU3Hy MepyaTok ?»
Ho neByiiika 1 Ha 3TOT pa3 He cTasa 3agyMbIBaThcs. Ee oTBIIeK-
JIM, HY’KHO OBUIO OTBeYaTh BCeM COOPABIIMMCS Ha IIPUBETCTBUSI.

HazoiiniBble B3MIsiapl OyKBajdbHO OypaBWIIM MaJeHBKYIO
KHSDKHY, MOAMEeYasi MPUITYXJIOCTh U KPacHOTY BEK, HEPOBHBIN
pymsiHell Ha OnesiHbIX 1iekax. OHa cMyTriack. Ho TyT jke otmena
HEPEIUTETbHOCTb — JIJIs1 IPUIBOPHBIX HE ObLJIO CEKPETOM, UTO
KHATMHSA AHTansT-LlepOcTcKasi 4yacTeHpKO MOTUYeT JI09b 3aTpe-
HIMHAMU U MOIEYNHAMHU.

W3 npuoTBOpUBILENCS JBEPU, UYTO Bejla B IOKOU BEJIMKOIO
KH$13s1, BBIIVIsAHYJ caM Iletp, o cxBatui EkarepuHy 3a pyky u
BTAIlINJI €€.

— Yro xe Bbl Tak 3aaepxanuch?! S mosyydnn HOBblE KHUTH U
oprudukanmonnsie yeprexu!.. Cmorpure! — JKeHux yBiek ee
K CTOJY, IJIe BBICHJIMChH CTOIIKAMU TOMUKHM 1 TIOJIOTOUM TOpPoOu pac-
TIOJI3JIACH PYJIOHBI uepTeskel. [leTp ObicTpo pa3sBopaumBas OUH
3a IPYTYM, ThIKAJI MaJIbIIeM U BOCTOP;KEHHO ChINal BOGHHBIMU U
CTpOUTEJIbHBIMU TepMUHaMU, KoTopble Exateprne ObLiu Hero-
HATHBL. HeBOJIbHO OHa MoaBmiia 3eBOK, ee OOJIbIIe 3aMHTEPECo-
BaJI KHUTU.

— Ilerp ®enopoBuy, NO3BOJILTE MHE IIOCMOTPETh KHUTH ?

— Exarepuna, yto ¢ BamuM Junom?! — KeHux HakoHelU-TO
OTBJIEKCSl U 3aMeTWJ1 CJie[ibl YTPEeHHEN BbIBOJIOUKU. EkarepuHa
3aCMYIIaIach, CXBaTWIa MEPBYIO K€ KHUTY W MPUHSIACH JIU-



CTaTh CTPAHUIIBI, HE pa30upasi U He BUUTHIBASICh. ByKBBI HEMeII-
KOro mpudra CIMINCh OT HaOEKaBIIUX CJie3 MpU HaloOMUHA-
HUM 00 yTpeHHeM uHiuAeHTe. [leTp pemuTensHo, HEMHOTO pe3-
KO, CBEPHYJI YepTeKHU, KOTOPble MHTEPECOBAN €ro OyKBaJbHO
MUHYTY Ha3ajl, THEBHO OTIIBBIPHYJ UX B OOIIYIO Ky4dy W TOJIO-
niea K HeBecre. Ta 3amepsia ¢ pacKpbITOM KHWIOM, B ITOJIHOM
PaCTepsSIHHOCTH: €l He XOTeJIOCh BpaTh JPYTy, a TOrJa OHU eIlle
ObLTM JOOpPHIMU JpYy3bsMU. W MpaBay roBOpUTh HE XOTENOCh —
CJIMIIKOM YHU3UTENIbHBIMU cuMTaia EkareprHa orieyxu KHATU-
o1 AHransT-LepOcTckoii — ee oTXJecTanm Kak OOBIYHYIO TIPH-
CIIYTy, KaK Hepa3yMHOEe JUTsl, 3a0bIB O BO3pACTe U PaHTe.

— ITO ONATH MOILIEUMHBI OT Balller Matepu?! — TUXO CLPOCUIT
[lerp, 3akunas OT rHEBA, OCTOPOKHO MPOBOAS MAJIbLIAMHU 10 I11e-
ke. — Bol onisite uiakam?! He orpuniante, Ekarepunal

— Ha. $1 mporHeBuia ee... — TMXO OTBETWIa OHA, HEMpPO-
M3BOJIBHO OIVISIHYBIIUCH 1O CTOpoHaM. Kpome HuX B KOMHare
HaXOAWJICSl YyJaKOBATBhI KAPJIUK, KOTOPbI B3rPOMO3IUIICS HA
CTOJI U TBITAJICSI TIEPEKIAbIBATh KHUTH, MBIXTS U B3JbIXas OT
ycepaus.

— Kakoe ona nmeet npaBo Bac 6uth?! Kak ToJIbKO MbI MOKe-
Humcs. .. Her! I ceiiuac e eii 3anpeiily moqHUMaTrh Ha Bac py-
Ky! — Ilerp HanpaBuicsa k Beixony. Exkarepuna copBasiach ¢ Me-
CTa M OCTaHOBWJIA.

— VMmoo Bac — He Aenaite 3toro! Maryinka pyranach He
co 31a! Takoll y Hee xapakTep! A HEUECTHbIE JIIOAU STUM IOJIb-
3ytorcst! Mel cpa3y npoctuiv Apyr apyra! He Hy:kHO ckangasa.



Ymonso Bac!

— Exarepuna, — Iletp BoicBoOOnmics. — Kak Bl He moHnMae-
T€, s1 HE MOT'Y OCTaBUTh 3TOT UHIIMJIEHT MPOCTO Tak. I He mory
mMouryarh. IlycTp A 1oka He My BaM, HO 3alllUTUTh BAC — MOSI
o0s13aHHOCTB! K TOMY Ke Bailia MaTh JABHO YK€ UCTIBITHIBAET MOE
TEpPIIEHUE, OHA HECHOCHAs MHTpUranka! 11 He cMmoTpuTe Ha MeHs
TaKUMH I[J1a3aMu, He pocuTe! KHArMHIO JaBHO MOpa MOCTaBUTh
Ha MecTo! A ellle Jiyunie BbIIIPOBOAUTH 32 IIpeJesibl UMIepun !

— Her! Bul ToBKO elie 60itbilie pa3okikeTe OrOHb CKaHaIa,
KOTOpHIX A noracuia! — ExkarepuHa mperpaguia Jopory, mpe-
KPACHO MOHUMAsi, YTO HE CMOXKET yAepXkKaTb HErOAYIOIIEro xke-
HUXa, KOTOPBIM BO3BbIIAJICA Hal Helo. IleTp paccep:xeHHO me-
peMuHaicsl ¢ Horu Ha Hory. [Totom npusHancs cebe, uto Exare-
pUHA ITpaBa U €lle HEU3BECTHO, KaK OTHECETCS K MPWIIJIHOMY
CKaHJa1y TeTylika-umneparpuiia. Henpeackazyemslii pe3yabTar
OXJIAJIUJT IOPBIB HACIEJHUKA — eMY TOKe MPUXOIUIOCH OaaHCH-
POBATh B OKPYKEHUU COIISAIaTAEB U JOHOCUYMKOB. OH U YCTYNHIL

— XOpoI1o, HO MYCTh. .. MOoOeNaiTe MHe, TaKoe OOJIbIIIe He
nosroputcs. M BooOIIe, Mbl ¢ BAMU APY3bsl. 3HAUUT, JOJIKHBI
IIOMOTI'aTh APYr APYTy U NOAJEPKMUBATh, MHAYE 3T MaJJaMbl HAC
npocto yauuroxar! Mnemre odenars, s He Oyay HUYEro roBo-
puth Bamen marepu! Cerogss, — yrounwi Iletp u npennoxuit
PYKY.

3a cronom EkaTepuHa MocTosiHHO JIOBWJIA Ha ceOe HacMelll-
JIMBBIE B3IVISABI IPUABOPHBIX, MaTh IMOCMOTPENA B €€ CTOPOHY
BCETO JIUIIb Pa3 — CKOJIb3HYJ/IA B3MISAAOM KaK MO MYCTOMY MECTY.



«OmnAre xomogHocTh. OnATh OHA HA MeHA ayercs! Buaumo,
npaB/a B €e CJIOBaX: HY)KHO MIPUTBOPSITHCS ¥ OBITh JIIOOE3HOM CO
BCEMHU, YTOObI He HaBpeauau. Henb3st Hukomy nosepsatsb. A Ilet-
py? HoBepsito 1 s cBoeMy keHuxy? BoT yxk He 3Hawo. A 3a4em
mHe 3107 [TycTb oH MHe noBepsiet! Tak Oyaer jydiie 1isi MeHsI».

Bor yx ckopo Kpacnoe Ceno. Exarepuna BriisiasiBazach B
JIMLIO MaTepH, CTapasiCh 3alIOMHUTb KaKAYI0 YEPTOUKY — CKOpee
Bcero KHsArnHe AHranbT-LlepOcTckoit 6ombiie He OyaeT noporu
K pycckomy asopy. Mmneparpuna Ennzasera u kanugep becry-
’KEeB JIJIV TIOHATD, YTO el OoJibIlie He papl. OHa BHITIOIHWIIA Be-
JIMKYI0O MUCCHIO — BbIJJaJIa I0Yb 3aMYXk 3a OydyIllero uMIiepaTo-
pa Poccuiickoii umniepuu 1 tenepb He Hy:kHa. CIUIIIKOM MHO-
IO UHTPUT, MHOTOYMCJIEHHBIX CKaH/IAJIOB U CCOP MPOBOLIMPOBA-
Ja, u3psaHo yromuB umneparpuily Enuzasery IlerposHy. bec-
TYKEB )K€ YTOMUJICA OT JIOBJIM Y NIEPEKYIIKH IIITUOHOB, KOTOPbIX
NoCTOSTHHO BepOoBaa st Ppunpuxa [Ipycckoro Heyromumas
KHSITUHSL.

Marb 1 A0Yb AepKaiv Ha JTMIAX MAacKy XOJOAHOCTH, JIETKOU
HAITyCKHOM I'PYCTH — COOTBETCTBYIOIIE MOMEHTY PacCTaBaHUSI.
Ho BHYTpUM y HUX Oypiuiu CTpacTu.

KHsArmHs 31mace, 4To HE ycresa BhIIOJIHUATE 33yMaHHOE —
HE BCEX HAMEUEHHBIX JIIOJIEN Y1aJ10Ch OAKYMHUTh, CIUIIKOM J0-
pPOro CTOMJIM ILIMOHBI, HEMEPEHO TSAHYJIM Yy Hee 30J10TO, a UH-
(popmaru nmmk. [Tpuxonunaoch UckaTb HOBBIX — 3aMKHYTBIN
kpyr. Ho Gosee Bcero ee aymmia 3aBUCTh, HACTOIBKO CHJIbHAS,



YTO MPU OHOM B3IJISI/IE HA IOHYIO I0Ub, BEJIUKYIO KHSTHHIO U OY-
JYIIyI0 UMITIEPATpPUILy, OHA Mpoderajia B OCKOPOIEHHO-00UKEH-
HBIX CKJIaJIKaX Y TOHKHUX TyO, B y3KOM IPUIIype TEMHbBIX IJIa3.

«9x! MHe Ob1 TBOM rojibl, Prike. Yk 51 Ob pa3BepHyJiach! Beex
B3s11a O, B KyJ1ake aepskaiia! ToNbKo Thl, TITyTieHbKAas1, He TOHUMA-
elllb, Kakas Tede gocranachk ynada — Mvmepust! U myxka — onyxa
[Mutepa mos kKaOIIyKOM JiepXkaTh He cymeelllb. A OH — BOT, Oepu
u Kpytu uM! Masto. Ox mano s Puke HacTaBieHuit aaia. [la uro
yX& Terepb — Mo3/aHo. [lombiTaloch HA OCTAaHOBKE C HEW Mepero-
BOPUTH» — KHSTUHS UCKOCA, U3-TIOJ] PECHUI] B3IJISIHY/IA Ha 34T,
KOTOPBIN CHUJIENT HAIIPOTUB Hee M OTKPOBEHHO CKyYaJl.

[letp He mbiTasicsl MPOSIBUTH BEXJIMBOCTh M 3aBsi3aTh Pasro-
BOP C OTbe3KaloIIel poACTBEHHUIIEH. A 0 yeM roBopuTh? [Toka-
3bIBaTh PAJOCTh — HEMPWINIHO, PACTEKAThCS B JIIOOE3HOCTSX U
npuriamarb HaBeaatbest — boxke, cnacu! Ilycth mo npyrum aBo-
paM IyTelecTBYeT, TYT yKe Bcex jorneksa. HakoHen-Tto oTObiBa-
er! Cuacthe-To Kakoe! ExarepuHa Terepb He OyleT Takoil jep-
raHou u 3arutakanHo. OHM CMOTYT pa3roBapuBaTh, OOJbIIE 00-
matbcsa. OH HEMpeMeHHO HAY4YHUT ee CTPENIATh U3 pyxKel, pa3ou-
patbcst B (pOPTUGDUKAIIMOHHBIX YepTekax — ITO ke TaK 3aHUMa-
TesapHO! U Bce Oe3 orsiiKuy, He MPSYETCst JIM KTO 32 3aHABECKOM.

B ormmume ot 6mmskux smoaed, ExatepuHa rpycruia mo-Ha-
crosiiieMmy. PomHoil vesnoBek yesxkan HaBcerda. [Ipuxoauioch
CUMTAThCS: He OyJb KHATUHS CTOJb PACTOPOITHA U HACTOMYMBA,
duke HUKOI/IA He cTasa Obl skeHOU Oymyiero uMreparopa. Ma-
TYIIIKA MPUJIOKKIIa MHOTO CHUJI, YTOOBI 3TOT Opak cocTosics. Bot



TOJIBKO TEIUIA U JTI0OBU HE TIOJTy4Yria OT Hee, TaK 4To X — Cy/p0a
takas. Ho Hayumia ee MameHbka MHOromy, u ®uke Oyner Xut-
pUTh, UHTPUTOBaTh, [IOTOMY YTO TaK MPHUHSTO B 00mecTBe. UTo-
ObI APYXKHTh C KEM-TO — HU-HU: OTOILIIOT MMOJabIIe, Kak /Kyko-
By. Tonbko Exarepuna Tenepb 3HaeT, Kak ceOsi BECTH: BceX 00-
JIACKUBaTh, BOKPYT AePKaTh JIIOJei OIKYIUICHHBIX, He 3a0bIBaTh
OJ1arogapuTh MO Mpa3JaHUKaM, 0JIaro X B MPABOCJIABUU JIOCTA-
TOYHO.

— Cro-o-i1! [Tpuosn! Kpacunoe Ceno!

Kapera ocraHoBUJIach, ¥ yTEIIECTBEHHUKHU BBIIILUTH Pa3MsTh
HOTHY ¥ TIOPOINATHCS: KHATHHE ObUIO TTPEANMCAHO HA HOWIET He
OCTaHABJIMBATbCS, a CJIEAOBATh J1ajbiie. OceHb TOJNBKO BCTyIaa
B IIpaBa, COJIHIIE CBETUJIO eIle SIPKO, HO INaJbHOW BETEPOK Iie-
PUOMYECKU HAJIETATT U BECeJIO Tpenayl Byasld Ha MUISATAX JaM,
UTpaJl C TBIIIHBIMU CKJIaJJKaMH I000K, 3aCTaBJIsT U3PEIKa MPH-
Iy pUBAThCSI.

[Terp ®enopoBuY TO JiK U3 ACIUKATHOCTU, TO JIA OT KETAHUS
CKPBITh PaJIOCTh PACCTaBaHM S yIIIe]I BHIITUTH TIMBA C JOPOTH U Tie-
pekycutb. Matb 1 104b OocTaivch ofHu. ExatepriHa Moyana, ei
Heyero ObUTO cKa3aTh, KpoMe CJIOB OnarogapHocT. KHsruHs ke
HEpPBHO Kycajla HUXKHIOW ry0y, MEpUOANYECKH OIJIsiAbIBAIACh U
BCE HEe pelllajiaCh HauaTh Pa3roBOpP, KOTOPBIN OHA CUMTANIa BaX-
HBIM.

— ®uke, Oecroye3HO TOBOPUTH UTO-TO: Thl BCE PABHO Cliea-
ellIb II0-CBOEMY, HO TTOBEPh, TBOEH MaTepy He Oe3pa3iMyHa TBOS
cyap0a, — permiIach HAKOHETI-TO KHATUHS. — 51 TTOJIOKUIIa CTOJb-



KO CHJI M CPEJICTB, UYTOOBI COCTOSIIIACH Cesl TTapTHsl, JIydIasi, MexX-
ny nipounM, B EBporne, u Hajelock, Tebe XBaTUT yMa He pa3py-
IIIUTH BCE.

— 4l GnarogapHa Bam, MaTyIka, — motymnuia ra3a EkarepuHa.

— He nepe6uBaii mens, Puke! MHe Tak CJIOKHO pa3roBapu-
BaTh!

EkareprHa mociyiHo CKJIOHWIA TojoBy. KHATMHSA npoaos-
KUJa:

— Ymornsiio 1e0s1, Puke, He B3ayMan noBepAaThcs Enmvzapere!
Bam 6pak... OH BaxeH, HO TBOsI MaJledIlasi OTUIONTHOCTh — U
TeOs KAeT OO cChlIKa, MO0 Kazemar! He Bepb el HUKOI/A.
Ee nacke, pacnionoxenuio! Bce MokeT U3MEHUTHCS B JIIOOOU MO-
MeHT! — KHATHHS onsaTh orisiHyJack. — Hukorga He 3a0biBaid,
€CTb €llle IPETeHEHTHI Ha rpectod, Iletp denoposuy He eauH-
CTBeHHbIN KaHauaaT Ha TpoH! C BecrykeBbIM OylIb OCTOpOXKHA
— XUTpeuIas JUCULIA, cTapaics IPpyXuTh. .. COOCTBEHHO, UTO A
roBopio? Pacrionaraii Bcex, onapvBai CJIOBOM, JIydIlle MOHETOM,
6e3 pa3dopa, Puke, MOTOMY UTO CIYT'M MHOTO 4ero CJIbIIIAT, a
norom JoHocsT! He ckynuch! OT 3TOro 3aBUCHUT, KaK JIOJTO Thl
npoxuselib B Poccun!.. Y He 3a0bIBail, — TYT KHATUHS MTpHKaia
IUIATOYEK MOOYEPETHO K YTOJIKaMm I71a3, IPOMOKHYB SIKOObI Ha-
Oe:xaBIIIe CJie3bl, — He 3a0biBai, Puke, CBOIO MaTh!.. 51 CTOIBLKO
1a 1edd caenana!

O6parHo exanu Mom4a, [leTp momsiTasncs 3aresitb pa3roBop,
HO ExarteprHa OTBETWIa HEBIONA/l U BbI3BaJIa HEYJOBOJIbCTBUE.



[leTp Hagyscsa v 3aMoIyaj, UHOTIA MCKOCA TOMISAAbIBAs Ha TY,
BpeMsi KOTOPOH, HACTPOEHUE, KEJIAaHUSI U KU3Hb, TI0 €ro pasy-
MEHUIO, TeTriephb BCellesio mpuHaaiexam emy. W Bce xe, korma
ocTaBajioch coBceM Heaasieko 1o [lereproda, HacieqHUK BAPYT
nepeces Ha CTOpoHy ExkaTtepuHbl U, 3arOBOPUIULIKY TOJAMUTHYB,
pUOM3III TYOBI K €€ yXY, BbIIA:

— OaHol MagamMou CTaJI0O MEHbIIE. DTO XOPOIIO WU TUI0XO?

— He 3Hato, — yectHO oTBeTH/1a EKateprna. YyBCTBO CBOOOIHI,
0CBOOOK/ICHHE U3-TT0J] THETA MaTepy TTOKa COBEPILICHHO HE OTpa-
3UJIUCh Ha ee cocTosiHUU. [1ycToTy HMUeM He 3aloIHUTh, ceivac
OHa OlIyIajla OJUHOYECTBO, XOTEIOCH IJ1akaTh. CoBceM MHaue
OHa TIPeJICTaBJIsIa OCBOOOKICHUE OT OMEKH MaTYIIIKH.

— Iloka KHsSTUHA ObLIa TPHW JABOPE, OHA MPUTSATHBAJIA BCEX
IIITAOHOB TETYIIIKH, & BOT Ternepb... OHU Bce OyAyT CIenuTh 3a
Bamu, Katpus!.. U erie 6ombliie 32 MHOIO.

— Ho 3auem? Beap 51 He cobuparoch JienaTh HIUero npeaocy-
IUTEJILHOTO!

— B0o3MOHO, HU BbI, HU 51, HO Mbl Be/Ib HE €JUHCTBEHHbIE Mpe-
TeHJeHThl Ha TpoH Poccuiickoit umnepun! HyXHO ObITh TOTOBBI-
MU K JTIOOBIM HETIPUSATHBIM COOBITHSIM. .. A ellle JydIlle: orepe-
JKaTh UX, HA 4ac, Ha CyTKH, Ha rojpbl. Kak cuuraere?

— He nonumato Bac!

— HenpaBaa! Bee Bbl nonsiin, KatpuH, Mbl Tenepb 3a10KHU-
KM TeTyIIKU Enn3aBeTsl, JOMKHBI OBITh €/ TIOKOPHBI U TTOCTYIII-
HBI, HO CTOUT KOMY-TO 3aXOTeTh 3apad0TaTh Ha €e BEUHOM CTpa-
Xe nepes nepeBoporamu, 1 Bee. .. bax! M Ml B TemHuie.



— Ot 37010 f3bIKA HET CHACEHHsl, Bbl CaMU 3HaeTe, TaK 4YTO
nyctb Hac Bor xpanut! — mompo6oBana yBepHyThcst Exarepu-
Ha, Ho [leTp He ooy, C Hero cieTesa HalyCKHask peOsTuIv-
BOCTb, OH ITPOJIOJIKIAJ:

— 'oTOB MOXET OBITH TOJIBKO TOT, Y KOTO OYy/IyT BepHbIE JIIOIH:
KTO MIPEeyIPeauT, KTO BOOPYKHUT, KTO MOWJET Ha TOCYAAPCTBEH-
HOE MPECTYIUIEHUE U MPOJIbET KPOBb. be3 3Toro Mel 0OpeyeHsl,
Karpun! Hy, mbl ke apy3bsi ¢ Bamu! Bbl MHe He BepuTe?

— Bepio!

— Torpma... Bmecte?

— Ho y Hac pmocratouHo cosnjar ctour Ha oxpaHe! MHoro
CIIYT...

— B3nop! Onu Bee ciyxkar Terymke! A HaM HY)KHBI CBOU CJIy-
ru. Ceou reapaeuipl. Jlogu, npeganasie Tonbko Ham! HyxHO
MOZIKYTIaTh IIMHOHOB, HYKHO BJIOXWUTH OPYXHe B PYKU CIyT U
TPEHUPOBATh UX — TO Oy/IET Hallla TaliHasi apMUsl, KOTopasi Hac
3alIUTUT OT rHeBa umrepatpullbl. OHM CHacyT HAlM KU3HM. ..
Bbl nmomoxere Mue?

— Bbl niyraete! 1o noxoxe Ha 3aroBop! 3a Takoe ykK TOYHO
B KazeMarbl TaillHON KaHeaspun!

— Tak u ectp! Hy xe, KarpuH, ¢ kem Bbi?!

«3to cymacmecrsue! Ha uyto o mens tonkaer?! Ho u ma-
TYIIIKA TOBOPUJIa HEe BepUTh uMreparpuile, npo [lerpa ona Huue-
ro He cKa3zajia. Mbl ¢ HuM Jipy3bsi. OH OTKPOBEHEH, pa3 pelncs
CKazaTb MHE TaKOE — s e MOry MOWTH U JIoHecTr! OmHON MHe
HE BBICTOSITh, HykeH Apyr. Ho moxet nu [leTp MeHs 3aiuTuTh,



a Hac?» — MBICJIA TTPOHOCHIIUCH TMOJI0OHO BUXPIO.

— Katpun? — Toponui ee HaclieIHUK MPECTOia, BIUBASCh
najbliaM B ee pyKy. — Bbl co MHOI0? Bbl moMokeTe MHe Hac
3alIATUTE?

— C Bamu.



I'nasa II. KomuaTHasi rBapusi
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[Nokazagsimasicst cHayaJsia 3a0aBou, UTrpa B CONIaTHKH, rae Eka-
TeprHA OKa3aJIach PSAAOBBIM U JIOJDKHA ObLIA YyacaMu 3aMUpaTh,
MOBOPAYMBAThCS, JEJIaTh OMNPEIEJIEHHOW JJIMHBI IIIard, OY€Hb
OBICTPO eii HacKy4mJIa. [la 1 yTOMUTENbHO 3TO — CTOSITh U HE 111e-
BenuThes! M motoM, Hy Kak Tak, OHa — jkeHa OydyIlero umrepa-
TOpa U BIpPYT psigoBoid. He Beiiiner. U Benvikast KHSITUHS B3OYH-
TOBAJIACh.

— Ilouemy 3710 51 Bce BpeMs psiioBoil?! Mue Hagoeno!

— BceranbTe Ha noct! — npukasain [etp crporum ToHOM. — Bbl
oxpaHsiete HacieaHuka Poccuiickoi umnepun!

— Bor nyctb oH u oxpanser! — Exarepuna oTHANA y Jakes
MOJIHOC C YalllKaMH, NTOCTaBWJIa €r0 Ha CTOJI, 3aBAJICHHbIM KHU-
ramu u yeprexkami. [loka jnakeid B HEAOYMEHUM XJIONAJ MEperty-
raHHO IVIa3aMHU, OHA BPy4YWIa eMy MaJjKy, KoTopas CIyXuia en
PYXbeM, U, JOBOJIbHASA, TUTIOXHYJIACh Ha quBaH. KOOKM B3MeTHY-
JIMCh, 3apajiCh BBEPX, OOHAXKUB CTPOMHBIE HOTU B OEJIBIX UYII-
Kax. Benmkas KHATUHS OBICTPO MCIIPaBHIIa OECIIOPSIIOK B ONIEK-
Ie.

— Bor Tak srydnie. Horu ycraimu! — nosiciuna Exarepuna.



— MHe HyXHBI €11l YeTBepO, — 3a1yMunBo Iiporosopui [lerp,
OTpBIBAsACH OT 3anucen. — KimkHu monei! — mprkasain OH JIaKeo.

— Cmorpure. $1 HauepTWII MJIaH KPENOCTU HA MOy, — B3Max-
HYJI HaCJIEJHUK PYKOW, npuriamas EkarepuHy npucoeIuHUTb-
cs1, — HaJIOOHO PAaCCTaBUTh COJJIAT U MPOBEPUTH. .. BeTaHbTe clo-
nal

— Hu 3a yro! Baiie BeicouecTBo, nmomumnyite! — oTnpsiny/a
Exarepuna, orOerass Ha HECKOJIBKO INIATOB M CIIPSTaB PyKH 3a
CIMHY.

— Mt xe noroBopusinck?! Bel HUKOTIa HE CMOXETE MOHSTh. . .

— Bame BricouecTBo, noiimMuTe, s HUKOTAa He Oymy oduiie-
pom! IlocMoTpuTe, 3TO K€ CMEILIHO BBINJISIIUT, KOT/A S B TIbIIII-
HBIX (PHKMax U € maJkol BMecTo py:xbsi! Henernee Tonbko myra-
JI0 B 11071€ !

[letp 3acThli1, monpaBuil napuk, odouien Ekarepuny mo kpyry
Y 32yMYMBO [TPOrOBOPUIL:

— Iosxanyii, BbI IpaBbl, C BAIIIMMU THIITHBIMU I00KaMU BbI HE
CMOJeTe XOOUTh cTpoeM. Bbl Oynere memars!.. 1 nonsn! Ham
CPOYHO HY)KHO KyNMuTb MyHAuUpbl! W manku 3TH, OHU HE JaloT
HYKHBII Bec pyxkbs. bezoOpasue, Kak s MOT TaKoe YIyCTUTb!
Exarepuna, Bbl cipiiiire? Ham HykHa popMa 17151 Hallleil rap-
mu!

— 1 4ro? — xnonHyna pecauniamMu Exarepuna.

— HyxHo ee gocrats!

—I'ne?

— Be He xoTHTE OBITH COMAATOM?



— Hu 3a yto! — BckuHya rosioBy ExarepuHa.

— Haznauawo Bac unrengantom! Tenepsp citymaite MO npu-
Ka3: mo3aboThTeCh U MpuoOpeTuTe (hopMy /ISl Halllei rBapauu!
3aKynuTe HaCTOSIIIME PYXKbsl, KACKH, BCE, YTO HYXKHO!

— Bul myture, Bame BoicouectBo?! — cenasia MonsITKy BO3-
pasuth Exarepuna. I[loHnmas, 410 HE TOJIBKO HE CMBICIUT BO
BCEM MHOroOOpa3uy BOWHCKON aMyHUWIIMHM W OPYKHH, HO U HE
3HAET, IJie B3sITh CTOJIBLKO JIHET Ha BCe 3arpochl OyIyIIero rocy-
Japsi.

— Boi-bi-nion-HaATH! Pa3-aBa! Bac yxe HeT 31ech, roclioguH UH-
TeHJAHT!

O3zapgauenHas ExarepuHa moruienach K ABEPU, OIVISIHYJIACh,
9TOOBI IPOBEPUTH — MOKET OBbITh, HACIEAHUK ¢ Heto myTuT? Ho
BCJIE], JOHECIIOCh:

— Yro 3a ynutka nomser B cyn? CrtpoeBbiM, Magam! Hocok
TsAHEM!

He cnymas npukasa, EkareprHa mpeanowia BeIOekKaTh W3
MOKOEB. B mepenHer oHa CTOJIKHY/IACh C MOPYYMKOM AHIpEeM
YepHbIILIEBBIM, YTO CITYKWJI ITPU HACTAeJHUKE. MOIoJoM YestoBek
BCKOYMJI ¥ TMOKJIOHWICS. YepHbliieB ObLT MPUATHOW HapyKHO-
ctu 1 umen ocodoe pacrionoxenue [lerpa @epoposuya. Tot emy
TIOJTHOCTHIO JIoBepsi1 v moow. [la u Exareprne HpaBUIOCh 00-
IIEHNE C Kamep-JiakeeM Myxa. B3auMHasi cummnarust oOHapyKu-
Jlach y Bcex Tpoux. Beerna Haxoouiuch TeMbl AJis Pa3sroBOPOB,
KOTOpbIE MPEPHIBAIMCH JIUIIL 0COOBIMU MOpydYeHusiMu. Ho ceii-
yac EkarepriHa He kenana 3aepKuBaThCs, OHA CIelia K ceoe,



4TOOBI peajibHO OTIOXHYTh. TeM He MeHee BEeXJMBOE y4acThe
YepHblieBa, COPOCUBILIETO, HE HyKHA JIX BETMKOW KHATUHE TIO-
MOIIIb, Pa3 OHA TaK CIEITHO MOKU/IAET IOKOW HAC/IETHUKA, BBIHY-
o Exarepuny ocraHoBuTbesl. OHa Mo3BoMIIa cebe HEMHOTO
NOKOKETHUYaTh C MOJIOABIM YEJIOBEKOM, CaMyl0 MaJIOCTb — JIeT-
KUl (pmpT, BO BpeMsl KOTOPOro CIy4alHO OOpOHWMIIA, YTO He
3HAEeT, IJie el HAWTH JOCTAaTOYHO JEHET Ha BBHINOJHEHUE TOpY-
yeHus ot Ero BeicouectBa. Exkarepune ata npotiema ka3ajiach
BEChMA CJIOKHOM.

YepHbIIeB 3a[yMaJICsl ¥ BHICKA3aJl MIPEATIONOKEHNE, YTO Be-
JIMKasi KHATWHS MorJia Obl 00paTuThcs K Oapony Cepreto ['puro-
pbeBruy CTpOraHoBy — 4eJIOBEKY JOOpoMy M OJlaroHaMepeHHO-
My, K TOMY ke Ooratomy u 1o06pomy. BonTarh 0 HyXaax BeJTUKON
KHSATMHU OH HUKOTJa He OyIeT — He TOro HpaBa, B CKaHJaIax
MHTPUTAX HE 3aMeUYeH U MOMOYb IIEIPO CMOXKET — OoraT Hero-
MmepHo. ExarepuHa 3a0bl1a O cHelike, IpUcesia Ha JUBAHYMK U
NOPOOHO BBICIIPOCHIIA BCE O HY)KHOM €i1 YeIOBEKe.

ExartepuHa cobupaiach JJOXHUTHCS CIIaTh, HO TYT Boluia Kpyse
C JIOKJIaJIOM OT UMIIEPATPHUIIBL:

— Ee mneparopckoe BennvecTBo TpeOyIoT Bac 3aiTH 3aBTpa
TIOCJIe YKMHA B KAOMHET, — CKa3aJia, KaK BBICTPENNIIA, U I0OaBH-
na: — CJIMIIKOM MHOTO TpaT Bbl coBepIiiu, Baiie BricouecTBo.
Ee BennyecTBo rHeBavch, — 100aBUIa €ABa CJBIIIHO, MPUOIH-
3MBIIUCH K KPOBATH BIUIOTHYIO.

ExareprHa HeMHOT0 o0sie/iHe Na, CIPLITHYJIA C KPOBATH U TIO-



JOIIIA K CTOJIMKY, PACTIaXHYJIA KPBIIIKY OOJIBIIION pe3HOM IIKa-
TYJIKH, IOCTaJIa HeOOJIBIIION CUHUI MeIIoueK, 0OepHYyJIach K Ja-
Me:

— CunbHO rHeBasach?

Mermouek nepexkodeBas B pyku Kpyse u ucue3 B CKJajJkax
TBIITHOTO TJIAThSI.

— CunbHo. PasHoc yunHwim. Criucok KyIJIEHHBIX BEIEH Mo-
TpeOoBaJia.

— CocraBb, — THXO npukaszana ExkarepuHa, BO3Bpaliasch Ha
KpOBaTh, YKYTBIBasI B OfIEsJIO OOCHIE HOTH, 3aMep3IIue Ha XOJIO-
HOM mony. — [IInuiekuy, OyaBKH, IECATOK KHUT, PYXbe HOBOE,
YTO MOAAPEHO MHE, IJIAThEB JIECATOK, IBA OKEPEIIbs1, OTHO KOJIb-
110 C U3YMPY/IOM HEOJEBaHHOE.

— Kak ckaxere, — nokyionuiack Kpyse u HanpaBuiach K Bbl-
xony. — TonmbKo pyXkbe Obl HE COBETOBaJIa BITUCHIBATb.

— Hanumm, 4yTo oXOTHHYbE.

— Ilonsna, cnenato, — Ha Bbixonie Kpy3se cTonkHynach ¢ npe-
cronoHaceanukoM. Ero gama ogapuia riryOOKMM peBepaHCcoOM.

— Eit nusa mano? — nountepecosascs [lerp, ckpuBuB ryobl. —
MHe noka3ajioch, Wiy 3Ta HEHaChITHAs [ayYyrXa YTo-TO yTall1Ia
B Jyankax?.. KarpuH, nmoMorure MHe, — HaCJeIHUK TMOAOIIEN K
OOJIBIIIOMY SITIIUKY Y TIOMBITAJICS OTOIBUHYTH OT CTeHbI. — HyXHO
e ellle OIVH CIEKTAKJIb C/IENaTh!

— He nokazanocs. {1 eit orceinana 3a paboty, 3aBTpa mnocie
y’KMHA MEHS1 BbI3bIBA€T UMIlepaTpulia, OHA HEJOBOJIbHA MOUMU
Tparamu, — EkareprHa BHOBb CIOJI371a C KPOBATH M MIOMOIJIA CY-



Npyry CABUHYTD SIIIMK. 32 HUM JaBHO YCTPOWJIM TailHuK. [leTp
BBIHYJI HECKOJIBKO JIOKYMEHTOB, CBEPHYTHIE B PYJOH UYEpTEkH,
NIepeHec 3TO Ha KPOBaTh U YIJIyOUJICS B UTEHUE.

— Bamte BeicouecTBo, Bbl 3a0bu1H, — EkaTepruHa nopsakom 3a-
Mep31a CTOSITh OOCHKOM Ha XOJIOAHOM TIOJTY.

— Yt0? — otopBaics [lerp ot Gymar.

— Conparuky, — efiBa crepxana yiasloky Ekarepuna. — Bapyr
Kpyse Boiaer?

— Mwmwm, crienaiite O0:KeHUE, pacCTaBbTe UX Ha cyHayke. 1
napy KyKoJ 100aBbTe.

3aHsATHe npenacrosuio aoiruM, U ExarepuHa mpouuienana K
KpOBaTH, HaTsHyJa 4yJku U oOynack. [lotom oHa TepmnenuBo
paccraBuiIa UrpyIIKM Ha cyHayke. HenmponsBonbHO mogBuraia
COJIIATUKOB, TIepeMeInasi ux 0e3 BCSIKON CHCTEMBI, TIOKa Hacie -
HUK He Buzen. Ero Bcerma pasmpaxan Oecriopsiiok B «60eBOM
NOCTpoeHuM». B3sila ABYX KyKOJ: JiaMy B IBIIIHOM IUIAThe U
OpaBoro reapreiiiia. PacripaBuia ckiaaKku, NonpaBuia IUTAMKY,
3a KyKJIy-JaMmy cliejiajia HeCKOJIbKO PEBEPaHCOB M MPHOIHM3IIA
ee K KykJe-rBapueiiiy. [anpie B pykax Exkatepunsl urpymku
Ha4yaJM TaHIeBaTh. Benukas KHsKHa NomoOoBajlach Ha HUX U
Opocuiia TPYCTHBIH B3IVISi/ Ha JIEXKAILEro MOBEPX ofesia Myxa.

«Kpyxarcst B TaHIIe KyKJIbl, TIOJBJIACTHBIE MOEH BOJIE, BOT ObI
u B ku3HM ObUT0 Tak! Ho [lerpa uHTepecyer coBceM apyroe, a s
KpacuBee KYKJIbI, s )KMBasl. ..» — MBICJIM U poOKue B3IIsiibl Eka-
TEepUHBI IPEPBaJI JEJMKATHBIN CTYK B ABepb. Uepes naysy, 3a Ko-
TOPYIO HACJIETHUK TpecToiia Poccuiickoil mmmepun ycresn ObICT-



PO CTPeCTH pa3jioKeHHbIE HA KPOBATU KHUTH U KapThl, 3aKUHYTh
YX O[] TOYIIIKY Y IMTPUKPBITh BCE ofiesyioM, EkarepuHa nepeku-
HyJ1a emy KyKoj. B aBepu npoBepHyJcs kiioy, 1 Bomuia Kpyse.

Hama cnenana peBepaHc, Opocuia BHUMATEIbHbBIN B3I HA
CTPOM COJIJATMKOB W 3aCTBIBIIMX B TAaHLE KYKOJI, C KOTOPBIMHU
urpaics Ilerp, ynpiOHyIack 1 nogonuia k Exarepune.

— Bamie BoicodyecTBO, HYKHO J1 4ero?

— bnaronapio Bac, HeT.

— CnokoitHoit Houn, Bamm BricoyectBa! — Kpy3se noksonu-
J1ach ¥ OTBEPHYJIACH YXOIUTh, OPOCUB B3IJIsIA, MONHBIN COXae-
HUsI, Ha CYNPYIOB, IJIe OIMH BAJISUICS HA KPOBATH U 3a0aBJIsUI-
sl KyKJIaMHM BMECTO KeHbl. Ta ke, B CBOIO ouepeib, OeCrosie3HO
BepTesia B Majbliax CoMiJaThKa B MyHAUPE rBapericKoro oduiie-
pa.

«Cylye BeJIMKOBO3PACTHBIE IETH. .. A HACIEAHUKOB UM TO-
e KyKJIbl U COJIIaTUKK OyayT poxarth? bena ¢ Humu!» — eme pas
MOKJIOHUBILKCH, Kpy3e nokuHyna cynpyros. Tenepb oHa oiaeT
K MIMITEPATPUIIE U TOJIOKUT TOW BHOBL OE3yTEIIHYI0 HOBOCTb: UT-
paloT B KYKJIbl, MOKHO CIIaTh CIIOKOMHO.

— MHe KaxeTcsi, Ty4u CTYIIAITCs, Kak Obl OMSTh HE PACKPbI-
JIM Hatl 3amMbicen! — otopBaics [leTp oT packiaaplBaHUsI KHUT U
YEPTEKEU.

— Kpy3e Hanuier cnucok, Kak BCeraa, U MeHs poCTo OTpy-
raioT 32 Ype3MEPHOE MCMOJIb30BaHUE IIITWIEK U MTY/IPHI.

— Her, Karpun! Mbl CJIMIIIKOM YBJIEKJIMCh U Bbl B OIACHO-
cti! Hy)kHO CpOYHO OTBJIEUb TETYHIKY OT BalllMX TPaT, OHA MO-



JKET YKECTOUUTD CIIEKKY, a BeIb HA JHSX Mbl JOJKHBI IOy YUTh
pyxbsi. Hukak Hesb3s1 JOMYCTUTh, YTOOBI TETYIIIKA JI03HAIACH O
HUX!

— Bbl myraere meHs!

— Her, npocto Hy)HO OBITh OCTOPOXHBIMU, — [leTp ycamun
JKEHY PAIIOM, B3sUI €€ XOJIOIHBIE PYKH, HEKHO nornagwi. — Ka-
tpuH! A yxe npugyman! f oreneky BHuManue Ha cedsi! He Hyx-
HO 60sThCs !

— Yo BBl npuayManu? — EkaTepuHa ¢ HaJie:K 101 mocMoTpesia
Ha CyTpyTa, IPUIBUHYJIACh K HeMY OJTIKe, OH OOHSLT ee 3a TUIeun
W 3amenTai, aensch riaHoM. Ho, eaa oHa ycnplana, 4To OH
XOUET C/IeNIaTh, KAK TYT K€ BBIBEPHYJIACh U3 €r0 PYK U BCKOUMJIA:

— Her-Her! D10 HEAOITYCTUMO HENTPUIIMYHO !

— NmenHo tak! — pacemesics [etp. — Ho Mbl cMokeM Ha Hy k-
HOE BpeMsl OTBECTM BHUMAaHUE OT Bac!

— Bac HazoByT Ge3ymiiem!

— He B nepBbiii pa3! Kyna BaxxHee oTBjIeub BHUIMAHUE U THEB
TETYILIKH OT Bac!

Yrpom npuinia Kpyse, cniucok noiay4yusicsi BHyIIMTEIbHBIN.
EkarepyHa npocmarpuBajia ero, JUKToBajia ucnpasieHus. o
NIOJTy/IHSI OHA HEPBHUYAJA, IMBITASICh MPEJICTABUTh ceOe CUTya-
110, KOTOPYIO COOUpAJICS B IOMAIIIHEM TeaTpe MapMOHETOK OyK-
BaJIbHO paszbirpath [letp. Puck mpoBasia ObUT HACTONBKO BEIUK,
yTt0 EKaTepuHy HEMHOrO Jinxopaaunio. OHa MonsITajlach YUTaTh,
TOJILKO YTOOBI HE BBIXOJWTH U3 KOMHAT U HU C KEM HE pa3roBa-



puBath. Ee Bce paBHO OTpbIBAJIM BOIIPOCAMMU:

— Ilonats 1 kode, Baie BricouecTBo?

— Bol HafeHeTe romy6oe uim cupeHeBoe IiaThe K yxuny? Ka-
KM€ JparolieHHOCTH MPUTOTOBUTD?

Bce 310 HeoObIyaliHO pasapaxano, EkarepuHa oTBevana HeB-
TIoTa/l ¥ HEMHOTO pe3ue, 4eM 0ObIYHO. JKeHIIHBI IepersisiabBa-
JICh U HE MPUHMMAJIM BCEPbE3: MAJIO JIM KTO UCIIOPTUII HACTPO-
€HUE BEJIMKOW KHSIKHE.

EkarepuHa xknana Havasa crnekrtakis. llerp Bopasics B ee
KOMHATBhI, pa3MaxuBasi pyKaMu, TO U JIeJIO MO PaBJIsis CHOJI3aI0-
WA TTApUK, KOTOPBIA OT OBICTPOTHI M PE3KOCTU JIBMKEHUI Ha-
ClleTHUKa He MOT yiepxatbcsi Ha ronose. [letp depoposuy Obut
HEOOBIYaliHO BO30YK/IeH, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, YTO BeCh HAOOp IpH-
Mac, Ha KOTOpbIe OKa3aJoCh CIIOCOOHO €ro MOABHMKHOE JIUIIO,
CMEHSIOCH OBICTPBIM KasieriockornoM. OH XBaTajl BceX 3a PyKH
Y TIBITAJICS BHITOJIKATh 32 ABEPb, [IPY 3TOM PUTOBapUBasi:

— Ckopee! 4 mpuroroBui Bam cropripu3! Bel Takoro eiie He
Busienu! O6xoxouerech, uante xe!.. Mamgam, — oOepHYyJICS K
ExarepuHe, KpyTHYBIIUCh Ha KaOmykax, [letp. — Ckopee. Bb
MPOIMYCTUTE BCE CAMOE MHTEepecHOe! — 1, OIMUTHYB, OpOCuIICs
B CBOU TOKOMU.

«[ocropu, momoru Ham!» — MOHSNA T71a3a K HeOy Exarepu-
Ha, IEPEKPECTUIIACH U TOIILIA CIIEA0M 32 BCEMMU.

Kak Hu cTpaHHO, HO B MOKOSAX HACJIE[IHMKA CTOsJIa TUILMHA,
U3peiKa ee MPEPHIBAIO CMYIIEHHOE XMXUKAHbE U IIYITyKaHbe.
B TearpanpHOl MacTepcKkoi OOJbIlast rpyIina KaBaJepoB U jJiamM



BOCCE/IaJIa Ha Pa3/IMYHBIX CTYNbsX, TAOypeTax, CKaMeeukax Jyis
HOT' [Iepe]], 3aKOJI0YEHHOU JABEPBI0, CMEKHOM C MIOKOSIMU MMIIE-
parpunbl Ennsasersl. Bece rocty HaciaeqHUKa MAIWINCH HA 3Ty
JBEPb, U3PEIICYEHHYIO IPOCBEPIIEHHBIMU JbIPOYKAaMU HaA Ty CTO-
POHY MOKOEB.

— IIpucoequnsanTech, 1 OCTaBUJI BaM CaMoOe JIydllee MeCTo,
MaJlaM, — yKa3aJl HacJeJHUK Ha CTYJ C BBICOKOM PE3HOU CIMH-
koM. Bbl Bce cMokeTe paccMOTpPEeTh HaTydYIIMM 00pa3oMm!

— Kak Bam He crthiiHO, Bamme Mmnepatopckoe BricouecTBo!
DTO BEpX HENPUJINYUS NMOANIAABIBATEL 3a UMIeparpuuen! — 3a-
mentana Exarepuna, He aymas npucaxusarbcs. OHa npoaon-
’Kasa cTodTh B 1Bepsx. [IpuTBOpATHCSA HE MPUXOANIIOCH, 3a1yM-
Ka HaCJIe/THAKA JICHCTBUTEIbHO OblIa el OMep3uTelIbHa, KaK Je-
JIOBEKY, HAXOAAIIEMYCs O [IOCTOSIHHBIM KOHTpoJieM. — Cenvac
K€ IPEKPATUTE ITOT THYCHBIM CIIEKTAKJIb, OH HE JIEJIAET BaM 4Ye-
CTU M YECTH BaIUIUM 3pUTENAM!

[lepBbIMM 13 TIPUABOPHBIX, KTO MOCMEN, CTBIIJIMBO OIYCTUB
I71a3a, BCTaThb U MPOCKOJIBb3HYTh MEXIY CyNpyraMu, OKa3ajach
Kpyze, a 3a Hew ocranbHasg ceuta Ekarepunsl. Illeku nam nsuia-
JI1 OT PyMSHIIA, I71a3a CTapaJIMCh JEPXKaTh OMYHIIEHHBIMMU.

Kpyse omapwia ExareprHy AOBOJIBHBIM B3IVIAIOM, a Ha Ha-
CJeJHAKA TIOCMOTpEJa, OMYCTHUB YTOJIKH T'y0, UTO y Hee O3Hava-
JIO CTEIEHb KPAWHEro HErOJOBAHU.

Tak e THXO, C MOHYPBIM BUJOM, TIOKMHYJIM MAacTepCKyl0 U
ocTajbHble pUABOpPHBIE. [leTp ynbIOHYICS, TS TOCTEAHEMY
B crimHy. ExarepuHa momnbiTasach BHIJOXHYTh M pacciaOUThCs,



KOIZla B3/IpPOrHYyJia — MPOXJIQJHAs pyKa HAcleJHUKA KOCHYJIACh
€€ U JIACKOBO MOXaJa.

— Knewm yxwuHa... — npomenTtan [leTp u TyT ke TpOMKO KpHK-
HYJL:

— Dii, 6e31eNbHUKH, pa3rpeduTe Bce 3TU CTy/bsi! CrieKTakib
3aKOHYEH !

CnenaB pesepanc, Ekarepuna ynanuiace.

Oben v yXWH POl 6e3 MPOUCIIeCTBUI, CEroaHs He Obl-
JI0 HU 6ajia, HA MacKapaza, Tak JIoOMMBIX umneparpuriei. Exa-
TepriHa 000K Ja1a HeKoTopoe BpeMsi YOrIOKOBY U HalipaBUJIach
B nokou Emm3zasersl. [1o myT OHa HECKOJIbKO pa3 OCTAHABIIM-
BaJlach U OceHsia ceOs KpecTHBIM 3HaMeHueM. B mepennent ee
BcTperuia Mapust Yoriokosa.

— Ee Nmneparopckoe BenmmuectBo Enunsasera IlerposHa 3a-
HSTa, OHA HE MOXET Bac MPUHATh, O BCTPEYE 51 YBEIOMIIIO Bac
MO3K€e, — IEXKYPHBII PEBEPAHC CO CJIETKA HAKJIOHEHHOW I'OJIOBOM
OKOHYMJI KOPOTKHUI Pa3roBop.

«XKparp?! O, boxe! I'ocnogu, Nucyce Xpucre, cnacu u co-
XxpaHu MeHs1, pady Teoto, Ekatepuny! Tenepb Kaxaylo MUHYTY
MOXET BbI3BaTh K ceOe, Oyly BUCETh U OONTAThCS HA HUTOUKE,
KaK KyKJia!»

...IIpouwto Tpu nHA. Pyxps 11 «<KOMHaTHOUM I'Bapavu» Ha-
CJIEHMKA ObLJIM YCHEIIHO JOCTaBJIEHBI U CIIPATaHbl B €r0 MOKO-
ax. [lInmuonsl EkateprHbl pa3oM yMOJIKJIM U HE JOHOCWIXA HU O
KAKMX pa3roBopax.



JIBoper1 3amMep B OXHJIaHUM OOJIBIIIOTO CKaH/Iaa.

He npuxogunoce comueBarbes, uto o npocrynke Ilerpa de-
JopoBuYa ummneparputie u3pecto. Cam Iletp nmpoposmkan Bece-
JIUThH ce0s1 1 MMPUIBOPHBIX, CIOBHO HUYETO He Mpou3oIiuio. 1 Bot
HACTYNWJIO BOCKpeceHbe. [lmaTthe Exarepunbl, B KOTOPOM OHa
roceraa IepKOBHbIE CITyXKObI, OKa3aJI0Ch HETOTOBBIM, U BEJIH-
Kasi KHsDKHA TTPUTIO3IHIIIACh K 00eIHe. DTO OBUIO TYT Ke 3ame-
yeHo. [log cBomaMu mpoIIbUIoO HEJOBOJIBHOE IIYIIYKAHbE JIBO-
psaH. ExkaTtepuHe enBa ymajloch COCPEIOTOYMTHCS Ha MOJIUTBE,
Kak psaaoM omyctuics IleTp, KOTOpbi BbI3Bal HOBBIM BCILJIECK
SMOILIMI Yy IPUJBOPHBIX, KOTOpPbIE B OTCYTCTBUMU Enu3aBeTsl Be-
M cedst packoBaHHO. MiMmeparpuiia He XOauia B MPUABOPHYIO
IIEPKOBb, a Moceliana 60rocirykeHre B CBOeH MaJIol TOMAIITHEH.

[Mocne cyx06p1 EkateprHa coOpasiach mepeoeThesi, HO YCIIbl-
1IaJia, 4YTo K HEeW C BUBUTOM WJIET UMIIEpATpUIIa.

Enuzagera Bollia KpacHasl, C JIMIIOM, UCKaXXEHHbIM T'HEBOM:
1O IeKaM PacIioi3alich KpacHble MATHA, TyOsl gpoxkanu. Exa-
TepHHA MMOTOPOITMIIACH K HEl, YTOOBI TI0 ITHUKETY OITyCTUTHCS B
r1yOOKOM peBepaHCe U TMOIIeJIOBaTh PYKY B 3HAK MPUBETCTBUS,
TaK KaK OHM ellle He BUE/INCh B 3TOT JICHb.

— 3noposa mu, Exarepuna AnekceeBHa? — Teruibie ryObl M-
TiepaTPHIIbI JJACKOBO KOCHYJIHCH JIOA BEJTUKOW KHSIKHBI, KOTOpast
MPEKJIOHWIA Mepel] UMIepaTpulied KOJIeHUu. — A 1jie MOM Ha-
cnennuk? ['ne [erp ®enopouu? Benure 1010KUTH eMY, 9TOOBI
HEMEJIEHHO 11el coaa! — npukasana Enmvsasera. Kpyse moko-
HWIACh M OBICTPO MOOEeXkasa BEIONHSTH YKa3aHUe.



— Yro ke Tol, EkaTepuHa AsiekceeBHa, — Enm3aBera ycenach B
Kpecio, Ho Exarepune cecTs He npemioxkuia. Ta Tak u ocranach
CTOAITH TIepe[] Helo, B BOJTHEHUM, HETIPOM3BOJILHO TepeOs Kpyxke-
BO JUIMHHOTO pyKaBa, — onasfpiBaelib k odenHe? Heroxe B Boc-
KPECHBIN JIeHb cnath J1oaro! He crout ymensars Gomblioe BHU-
MaHue Hapsjam — mepen 6orom mbl Bee eaunbl! HenoBombHas
s1 Toboi! HyxHo OpaTh npumep ¢ MeHsi: BO BpeMeHa He CTOJb
JaBHME, B JTHU IMPABJIEHUS UMIIEpaTpPULIbl AHHBI, S1 HE KUWJIA BO
JBOpIIE, HO HUKOI/A He Hapyllaia CBOUX oOsi3aHHOCTel. Bcra-
BaJIa 3aCBETJIO, YacTO IIPU CBEYax, U HUKOIZA HE Ola3blBaja K
HepKoBHOM cinyx0e. Thl ke, MUJIOUKa, CITMIIIKOM MHOTO BpEMEH!
yAeJsellb BHEIIIHOCTY U HapsaaMm!

— [Ipocture meHs, Barre Mmriepatopckoe BenmndectBo, 60I1b-
111€ TaKOTO He noBroputcs! — EkareprHa NOKJIOHWIACh, CKPOMHO
OIyCTUB IJ1a3a.

— KT0 Bai kamepanHep-napukMaxep, eMy 4to, yKe JIET 3a CTO
oynetr? Cnabocth B pykax, HOTH He niepeasuraer? HemenneHHo
MO30BUTE Clofa, — Benena Ennzasera. — U y3HauTe, nouemy 3a-
nepxusaercs Ilerp depoposuy!

Tenepp k ExarepriHe npucoeJMHWICS CKJIOHUBLIMICA U TpPS-
CYLIMIACS KaMepAUHEP, KOTOPOTrO POBHBIM, CIIOKOMHBIM IOJIOCOM
pacriekaga UMIIepaTpuLa:

— Ecnu o1 Oyaenb Tak MeJJIeHHO PUYechiBaTh CBOIO T'OCIIO-
XY, 51 BBITOHIO TeOs!

— IlomunyiitTe, BUHOBAT, BUHOBAT, MaTYIIKa-TOCydapbiHs! —
Kamepnunep Oyxnyncsi EnnzaBere B HOTH, XKaJHO CXBaTWJ TO-



JI0JT TUIAThS ¥ TIPHIA, JIOOBI3as].

— Ecnu Th1, 6€30€eNbHIUK, TIOHSUT MEHSI, TO TIOMIUTYIO, €CJIH He
HOHSLT — MporoHo! Padotatk HYXHO CIOPO, YTOOBI TOCTIOKA HE
ornaspiBajia u3-3a Te0s u 51 ee moTom He pyrana! Crymaii!

— A BOT M TUIEMSIHHUYEK MOH, 715111, EKaTteprHa AniekceeBHa,
Oepu TpUMep: TaK CIEIII, YTO U OJIEThCS He ycrien!

Benmukuii KHSI3b, OYEBUIHO, TOXE COOMpAJICS CMEHUTD TLjia-
Th€, HO MPHUKA3 UMIEpPATPULIbl BUTHCS HEMEIJIEHHO BBIHYIWI
[lerpa npuiitu B nutappoke ¥ ¢ HOUYHBIM KOJIIAKOM B PYKe, KO-
TOpPBIM BOBCE HE COOTBETCTBOBAJI BpeMeHW M Mmecty. Hacnen-
HVK TIOJIONIEN K UMIIepaTpuIle, BeCesio pa3MaxuBas Oesion TpsIl-
KO, U3pe/IKa MoJHUMasi ee HaJ| roJIoBOi mofgooHo Oenomy da-
ry. OH npuceai U KpyXWics, C TOBOJIBHO Pa3BSI3HBIM BUAOM
HACBUCTBIBAJI EMY OJHOMY U3BECTHYIO HE3ATEMIIMBYIO MEJIOJUIO.
ExareprHa rotoBa ObljIa 3aTKHYTh YIIIHM, HACTOJIBKO 3BYK pe3al
HECTPOMHOCTBIO M OTBPATUTEIbHBIM UCTIOJIHEHUEM.

Wmneparpuiia paccmesiiach U NpOTSAHYJA IUNIEMSIHHUKY PYKY:

— HoBomnpHO! Ormmymmi COBCEM YK, IITyTHHK !

[letp BcTan Ha KojieHO, 00100bI3a]1 PYKY; TETYIIKA MOLEe/IoBa-
JIa ero B JI00, MepeKpecTusia U Mo3BoInIa MOJHATHCS ¢ KojeH. U
TYT HayaJ10ch. [IpuTBOpHO J1lackoBO Env3aseTa 1714 Hayasia crpo-
cuIa:

— Bor uro, muemMsHHUYEK, CKaXu-Ka MHE, OTKyda y TeOs,
HErofIHOr0 MaJIbUMIIKH, B3sJIaCh CMEJIOCTh CAEJATh TO, UYTO Thl
cnesnan’?

— fBuncs B nwutagpoke, rocygapbiHa? Tak mydire OBITH



HETIPIJIMYHO OJIETHIM, YeM pa3rHeBaTh Bac! — nputBopusics [letp
Y JKMBO CXBAaTWJ PYKy UMIEpaTpUIlbl 1 HOBOro mnoenys. Ho
Ta BBIPBAJIA U YK€ CyXO MOSICHUIA:

— $1 Oblna cTpalHO yAMBIIEHA, KOTja BOIUIA B KOMHATy, a
IBEpb K TeOe, uyTo Oblla 3a0MTa YK JaBHO, BCSA B JBIPKax, BCS
npocBepieHa. U yepes Kaxayio AbIPKY BUJHO MECTO, IJIE I CHIKY
110 OOBIKHOBEHHUIO.

ExareprHa mouyBCTBOBajia, KaK HAayalld MbUIATh €€ IIEeKH,
DJISTHYJIA HA MYXa — y TOTO TOPEeJH YIIIH, Ha JIUIEe YUTAIOCh TITy-
nemiiee HeJ0yMEHNUE.

— Ay 3a6wu1 THI, [letp ®enopoBud, KOMY MUJIOCTBIO 00sI-
3aH?! — UMIIEpaTpuIIa MOBBICKIIA TOJIOC, M YeM CHIIbHEEe OH CTa-
HOBWJICSA, TeM OoJiee YBEIMIMBaJIach OJIeIHOCTb, TPOTOHSISI Kpac-
HBIW CTBIJ C JIMIIA HACJEeTHUKA. — TBOW MOCTYIOK MOKAa3bIBAEeT,
HACKOJIbKO ThI HeOJIarofiapeH MHe, BBITAIMBIIEH TeOs1 U3 TPpsA3u
B BeJMKue KHs3bs1! Tak 51 HanmomHIo Tede UCTOPUIO pola Halle-
ro, KOTOpyIo Thl Tak 1uioxo ycsowi! TBo# nen, mout orent [etrp
I, Toxe umen cbiHa, HeOIaromapHOro MaJTBUUINKY. Tebe HArmoM-
HUTb, 4TO OH C HUM caejai?.. Jlummr HacaeacTBa! Tel 3TOro Xo-
yerb? Thl CTaBUIIL CBOIO NIEPCOHY BHIIIIE MOEH, YTO TTO3BOJISIEIIIb
BTOPrarbCs B MOIO JIMYHYIO KU3Hb?!. Koraa s xxuia rnpu umrie-
parpuiie AHHE, TO HUKOTJa He TIO3BOJIsIa HU CJIOBOM, HU JIEJIOM,
HU HAMEKOM ee OOMJIETh — TOJIKO YBaXKeHHUE, Mo00aroIee mo-
MmazanHulle boxueit! Ho nmneparpuiia AHHa Takke He moOuia
no100HBIX MIYTOK. [la 1 BooOI1e myTok. OHa cakasia B KpernocTb
W 32 MeHbIle mpocTynku! Bel — 6eccoBecTHBIN U HeOmaroaap-



HbII Masibuniika, [lerp! Ho s cymero Bac mpoyuuts!

— Bame Nm-um-neparopckoe BenmuectBo. .. — mpobopmMoTan
[leTp, cierka 3auKkasch, MbITasiCh YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO UMIIEPATPU-
11 y’Ke HACTOJIbKO ceOsl pacnasuiia, 4yTo rnepedusa ero:

— Mosmuars! MHe He HaoOHBI Baiy onpaaanusi! Ber — pac-
MYIIEHHBIM U HATJIBIA MaJIbYMIIKA, HAIUI, KOTOPOTO 51 BBITAIIIN-
na v oonackaina! /la s B moOo¥ MUT MOTY OpOCHTh Bac B Ka3eMa-
Thl, IPUKA3aTh HOPOTH!

— 4l He mpocuJ1 Bac mpuBO3UTh MeHs1 B Poccuio! — paccepauiicst
[Metp u nuienHy ceOs1 KOJIMAKOM IO HOTe.

— Kak b1 cmeenib roBoputh MHe Takoe?! HeGnarogapHsiii !

EkaTtepuHa 3acTplia UCIyTaHHO, OHA HUKOI/A €Ille He BUJe-
Jia Tako# sipocTu y umneparpuiibl. HeoxkuaanHo e craiio xai-
KO EyM3aBeTy Kak ;KeHIIWHY, Ha I1a3aX MTPOCTYIUJIMU CJIE3bl, YTO
OBLIO TYT K€ 3aMEYCHO:

— To, uto 51 roBOpIO, K Bam He oTHocuTcsl. He pesute! S 3Halo,
YTO Bbl HE MPUHUMAJIM YYACTUSI B TOM THYCHOM CIEKTAaKJIe, Bbl
HE MOJACMATPUBAIM U HE XOTEJIM MOACMATPUBATH Yepe3 ABEpb!
Brl He nipenaBanu meHs1, EkatepuHa, v s pajia, 4to He OIMO-
Jlach B Balled nopsaoyHocT! Bo3aMo:xHO, CO BpeEMEHEM BBl CMO-
JKeTe TIPUBUTH YyBCTBA OJIArOIAPHOCTH U TaKTa ITOMY BEJIUKO-
BO3PACTHOMY OOJIBaHY, KOTOPBIA CTaHET UMITEPATOPOM, ECITU He
yCYryoOuT CBOEH HUKYEMHOCTHIO MOJIOXKEHUS U He TOBEJET MEHS
710 HEOOXOAMMOCTH 3aTOYUTD €ro B KPernocTb! — Bunanus, Enu-
3aBeTa B3MaxHYyJla MIATKOM Y paCKpacHEBIIErocs JIMIA, OCTyxkKa-
SICh, Y TOIILJIA HA BBIXO/,.



Benmukuil KHsI3b YCMEXHYJICS M yIIieN K ceOe 3aKOHYHThH Tie-
peoneBaHue, peaynpeauB, 9to OyneT odenars y Exatepunsl u
BCEM TOCTSIM HaJOOHO OTKa3arh. EjBa OH BBIIIEN, MOSBUIACH
Kpyse, nomorna rocroxe nomMeHsITh Tuiatbe. Bug y namsl Obut
3araJJouYHO-/10BOJIbHBIN, OHA OPBIBAJIACH BbI3BaTh EKaTepuHy Ha
Pa3roBop, HO Ta OTMATYMBAJIACh JIMOO OTBEYAIa OJHOCIIOXHO.
Hukak He Morna npuiit B ce0sl.

3a MaJIeHbKMM CTOJIOM HaKPbLIM J1s1 IBOMX. BelMKUil KHA3b
He 3actaBul ceds x1aTh. OHU CeJu, MPHIILIIOCh 000K IATh, TOKa
CJIyTH TIONAAYT Y BBIAAYT.

— Omna Obula Tak 3714, YTO MOXOAWIA Ha (PypHIo, — XUXHK-
Hyan [letrp. — Eii Obl BONIOCH! pacmyllieHHbIE Ja XJIaMUay BMECTO
puxm!

— Ee rueB Mensd namyrai. f 1o cux mop He MOry yCIOKOUTb-
cs! — npomenrtana Ekarepuna.

— MbI cMorIM OTBJIEYB €€ OT Ballleld EPCOHbI. Y Hac BCe MOo-
JIyYHUJIOCH !

— Ho taxou neno! OHa BbICKa3ajia Bce, O 4YeM MBI JOraIbIBa-
JIVCh, B JIOOOW MOMEHT MOXET TepelyMaTh U OTIPABUTh HAC B
KPEernocTh!

— He ornipaBut! Ho Tenepp Bbl BUAUTE, KAK IIATKO HAllle C
BaMHU TojioxkeHue. S ObUT IpaB, Korjja Hayasl OpraHu30BbIBATh U3
BEPHBIX HaM JIIOJIEN MAJIEHbKYIO TBapAuIo!

— Baiie BricouecTBo, Bce Ballle BOMCKO YMEILIAETCs B BallIMX
MOKOSIX.. .. — IPYCTHO yabiOHynack Exkarepuna. — He cnuiikom
OHa KOMHarHas?



— A kakas pa3HuIa, rjae 00yyars 0(pUIIepOB MOE KOMHATHOM
reapauu’? Manblii pa3Mep — MeHbIIIe MTOI03PEHNH, OOJIbIIe yMe-
HUW U BHUMaHUS K KaXJ0MYy !

— BbI 3a0bIBaete, 4To y HaC MX MOCTOSTHHO 3a0MpalioT, elBa
HAYMHAIOT MOJI03peBaTh B HEOIAroHaJeKHOCTH.

— OT 3TOro OHM He MepecTalT OBITh MOMMH BEPHBIMH CITyTa-
mu! — paccepauics [letp. — OHU POAOTKAIOT OBITH MPEAAHHBI
MHE U TOJIbKO MHe. $I Bcerga cMory pacCuMThiBaTh Ha HUX !

«5l cMory Bcerja pacCUMThiBaTh HA HUX» — CUJIBHO PE3aHYy-
Ji0 ciyx Ekarepune, OHa HEPOM3BOJIBHO MOCMOTPENIA Ha CYTIPY-
ra-HacjeJHUKA W BAPYr BeCbMa OTYETIMBO TOHsUIA HE OYeHb
npusATHYI0 nipaBay. Jloau, kotopeix rotoui Ilerp, OymyT mpe-
JlaHBl EMY, & HE UM 000UM, He ei, UTO PUCKYeT He MEHBbIIIe, 10-
ObIBast 1J1s1 KOMHATHOW rBap/Iuyl HEOOXOIUMYIO AMYHHUITUIO U BO-
opyxenue. OH — HaCJIeIHUK, KaKk Obl HU OBUIO B TIPOILIOH UC-
topun Poccuiickoit umnepun, Ho Ennsasera cTo pa3 nogymaer,
HaKaXeT ero, HO COXPaHUT €My U CTaTyC U *ku3Hb. A eil, Exare-
pUHE, TPO3UT CMePTh, HaBepHsiKa TaliHas KaHIIeIsIpyust OOBUHHT
Y MIPUMNUIIET BCE MPOCTYINKHU HACIEHUKA TT0 OpraHU3alluy 3aro-
BOpa MPOTUB UMIepaTpullbl. Hal OTKpbITHEM CJIeJ0BaJIO MOLY-
MaTb. Ul B rojioBe MajieHbKOM CEMHA/ALIAaTUIIETHEW KHATUHU BO3-
HUK TUIaH coOcTBeHHOro criaceHus. OT koro? OT coOOCTBEHHOTO
MYyka, €CJIA OH TPEeIacT UuX APYKOy.

[locne yxona cynpyra B komHary Bouuia Kpy3se, oHa caenana
peBepaHc nepe] EkarepuHoii 1 cpasy 3aTaparopuia:

— 4l BOCXMIIAIOCh HAILIEN MATYIIKOU-UMIIEPaTPULICH, €€ MY/I-



POCTBIO: COIJIACUTECh, OHA MOCTYNWJIA KakK HacTosllas marb!
O06bsicanna [lerpy demopoBudy, B 4eM CMBICHT €r0 MPOCTYIKA
U Kakoe HakazaHue xkjet! VICTUHHO MaTyIika, Jo0sas aerei
CBOMX!

Kpy3e kpytunace nepen ExkatreprHoil, IbITasich BbI3BATh €€ Ha
pasroBop. Ho ManieHbKast KHsI)KHA CITPATANIACh 32 YTEHUEM KHUTU
U JEMOHCTPUPOBAJIA TIOJTHOE Oe3yvyacTue K cJIoBeCHOMY (DOHTa-
Hy BOCXMILeHUs1 umneparpuied. Tonbko Kpyse He yHUMasiach,
u EkarepuHa pemmia, 4to AaMa CrelralbHO MPUCIaHa K HEeu:
EmuzaBety nnTepecyer ee MHeHue. HykHO ObLJIO aTh TOCTOM-
HBIN OTBET.

— Ee BenmuectBo nocrynuia Kak mMarb, KOTOpas pyraer Je-
Ter g ux Onara! A Bel, Bame BeicouecTBO HOIKHBI ObUIH 00a
MOKJIOHUTHCSL U OTBETUTh: «BUHOBaTHI, MaTyika!», Kak JOMK-
HO JIeTSIM HEPa3yMHBIM, M BCe — OHa Obl OCThUIA U MPOCTHJIAa Bac
cpazy! — meberana Kpyse.

— I HacTonMbKO ObUIA CMYIIIEHA TIOCTYIKOM BEJIMKOTO KHSI3S,
pactepsiHa M HallyraHa THEBOM HAIlle UMIEPaTpHILIbl, YTO, BU-
quT bor, He Moryia HalTH CJI0B ¥ MIOBUHUTBCS MEepe HElo, — ITPo-
senerana ExkatepuHa, CKpOMHO OITycKas B3IVIA/L B PACHAXHYTYIO
KHUTY. — VI eIMHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOIVIa B TOT MOMEHT CHIENATh —
MOJTYa CTOSITh U KPaCHETh, CIIYIIATh U BHUMATh CJIOBaM MarTyIll-
KHU-UMIeparpuiibl. YToObI He BBI3BATh €€ JIOTIOJTHUTEIBHOTO pac-
CTpOICTBA U THEBA.

— 3arnomHuTE MOU cJioBa, Bame BricouecTBo: «BuHOBaTa, Ma-
Tymka!» Bcerga ux roBopute, €kKesM TOCyIapblHSI CEPAUTHCS



HayHeT. [lo3BoibTE BaC MOKUMHYTH? — JIOBOJIbHASL Pa3rOBOPOM
Kpy3e nokionmnace u Beiuia. EkareprHa He COMHEBaIach, 4YTo
OHa ro0Oekara J0JOKHUTh O pa3roBOpe UMIepaTpuIle.

«Kakue npocTtble cnoBa, a Be/lb 51 HE pa3 UX CibllIaja, J1axe
BOT HEJAaBHO KaMepIMHEp Tak cKas3as, U rHeB Enn3aseTs cpa-
3y noytux. Buano, ato BommeOHsie cioBa B Poccun? Hemapom
cyliecTByeT noropopka «IIoBuHHyI0 rooBy Med He ceuer». [lo-
CTaTOYHO MOBUHUTBCA U TeOs mpocTAT? HyKHO 3aIOMHUTB».

Hacnenauk EnmzaBeTs! 10O My3BIKY, @ OOJIBIIIE BCETO — UT-
path Ha ckpurke. [Ipu 1Bope Obula HEOObIUAHAS CKYKA, U JUIS
pa3BJI€YEHUs] OH OPraHU30BbIBA KOHLEPTHI THEM, Ha KOTOpbIE
cooupajcs Bech Maubiid qBop. [letp deropoBud pemmi He u3-
MEHSTh PUBBIYKAM M YCTPOWJI HeOombIIon KoHuepT. Exarepu-
Ha moOmia 6ajbl, OHa XOPOIO TaHIeBana. Ho BOT Takue camo-
JesITeJIbHbIE KOHLEPTHl Y HEE BbI3bIBAIN PA3JPAKEHUE U CKYKY,
K TOMY K€ MPOXOJWJIM OHU B JIHEBHOE BPeMsl, KOI/ia B JIETHIOO
JKapy HECTEPIHMO TSAHYJIO cnarTh. Tak v B 3TOT pa3, AEMOHCTPA-
TUBHO TMOJABJIAsA 36BOK 32 36BKOM, BEJIMKAsl KHATUHSA THUXO BbI-
CKOJIb3HYJIa U3 KOMHATBI, PUKPbLIA IBEPb U MOCTIENINIA K cede.
B nokosix crosina TuiMHA, JIeTalnu ¢ Kyx:kaHueM Myxu. Kpyse
B 9TOT JIeHb yeXaJsia K JOYepH, U B TIOKOSIX HUKOTO He Obu10. Yu-
TaTh HE XOTEJIOCh, B OKHO CMOTpPETh Toke. EkareprHa OTKpbuIa
IBepb B Ooubiylo 3aiy JleTHero ABopiia, pelvB MOCMOTPETh,
KaK JJaJIEKO MPOJIBUHYJIUCH XYIOXKHUKH, UYTO pabOTaIM HaJl POC-
NIFCBIO TIOTONKA. 3aj1 ObLT B CTPOUTENBHBIX JIECaX U IyCT, Oue-



BUJIHO, PaOOTHUKM ynu Ha oOeq. ExarepuHa 3agpaina rojgoBy
BBEPX U 3aM000BAIACh YYaCTKAMH YK€ OOHOBJIIEHHOW POCITHICH.
JlepaTh Tak TOJIOBY OKa3aJI0Ch HEYIOOHO, ¥ 3aHATHE el OBICTPO
HACKYUWJIO, BeJIMKasl KHATUHSA ronuia Kk cede. Ho BHe3anHo TH-
HIMHY TPOPe3as CKPUIT B TPOTUBOIOIOKHOM cTOpoHe. B mprot-
KPBITYIO IBEPb BHIIJISIHYJI Kameprep HacieIHuKa — Anapeit Yep-
HBIIIICB.

Exarepuna o6panoBaiach: YepHslieB ObLT MpUsTEH B 00I1Ie-
Hun. OHa BepHYJIach K ceOe, MaxHyJla eMy PyKOIO, TIO/I3bIBasl.

YepHblllIeB, HE CKpbIBasl UCIIyra OT HEJIOBKOIO MOJIOKEHMS,
pobest, Bce 3K MOJOIIEN.

— Cygapb, CKOpo M BepHeTCsl uMmreparpuiia? — Haydaia
HEBMHHBIN pa3roBop ExareprHa, cTOsI B CBOE KOMHATE U JIepika
JBEPD MOTYOTKPBITOM.

— Bame Imneparopckoe BeicoyecTBo, BIycTUTE MEHS B KOM-
HaTy, TyT O4Y€Hb [IIyMHO, — Norpocui1 YepHsllieB, pyKoi onvpa-
sICh Ha JIBepb. EKaTepuHa nepexBaTviia MHUIMATHUBY U yepxkaia
HOPbIB MOJIOZIOTO YEJIOBEKa.

— Her. Mbl MO%eM rOBOpPUTh TOJILKO TaK, — OHa yke Obula 1
He pajia, 4yTo Mo3Baja ero.

— 51 naBHO XOTeN BaM CKa3aTh, YTO BbI — MIPEMET MOETo 000-
JKaHMsl, 51 He MOTY XUTh O3 Bac, KakJ0€ MOPyUeHHUE BaIlero Cy-
npyra K BaM sl IPUHAMAIO Kak J1ap — sl MOTY BUJETh, CJIbIIIATD
Bac... 1o Ttakoe cyactbe! He rueBaiitech Ha MeHs1. S1 B 1o-
KOPHBIU ciyra!

— Hemennenno npekparute! Bol MeHs1 komiipometupyere !



— ¥ MeHs HeT CWII CKpbIBaTh CBOM YyBCTBa K BaM!

ExareprHa orisiHysach ¥ yBUjIeNa: IBepb B KOMHATY ObLIa OT-
KpbITa, HO OHA €€ 3aKpblia, Korga npunuia. Ckopee olryTuia,
YeM 3aMETHJIa HEMOHATHOE LIEBEJIEHHUE 3a IOPThEPaMHU.

— Hlepxwure ceds B pykax, cynaps! [pomaiite! Mue He criemy-
T CITyIaTh TaKKe pedr! — OHa Pe3KO 3axXJIOMHYJIA JBepb U 00ep-
HYJ1ach: B KOMHary Boies kameprep [lerpa — rpad Jusbep. Exa-
TepuHa Bcerja Moao3peBaia 3TOro YesloBeKka B cliexkke 3a Ma-
JILIM JIBOPOM.

— Bame Mimniepatopckoe BeicouecTBo, BEIMKUM KHA3b 3aMe-
THWJ1 Ballle OTCYTCTBUE U JKEJIAeT Bac BUJIETh, — KaMeprep BEkKJIU-
BO MOKJIOHUJICS.

— bnaropapio Bac. — EkatepuHa npoiiuia B TOKOU CyIpyra, ra-
Jasi, HACKOJIbKO CITy4aiiHOU MorJ1a ObITh BCTpeua ee ¢ YepHbiiiie-
BBIM U TOC/eAyouiee nosipnexue rpadga Jusbpepa.

Beuepom BenuKMii KHSA3b MPUILENT B CMATbHIO HEOOBIYAHO
BO30YkICHHBIN — KPACHBIE MATHA YKPAIIAJIU €ro JIUIIO.

— [pencraBnsere, y MeHs 3a0paiu Tpex Kamep-JakeeB, Ha-
IIUX BepPHBIX OpaTbeB YepHblieBbix. [IpsmMo B iepeHeli UM 3a-
YUTAJIM MPUKA3 O 3aYMCIICHUHU UX MOPYYMKAMU B MOJK PSAIOM C
Opendyprom. $1 Hudero He noHumaro! § MPUBHIK, YTO MOMX JIIO-
OUMBIX CITYT 3a0MPAIOT U MEHSIIOT, TACYIOT JIOJIbMU KaK KapTaMu
B KoJI07ie, HO YepHblieBbix ! S He BblAEpKaJl v MOLIEN K UMIepa-
TPULIE, a OHA €11Ie He BEpHYJIACh. 1 HE CMOT CIIacTH CBOMX conjar!

Ha crnenytomuii nens [letp, koraa oHu ObUTA HA yXKUHE Y UM-



niepaTpulipl, npoientan Ekarepune:

— boroce, Hama tavHa packpbita! TaiiHasa kaHuensapus ape-
croBana: Pymbepra, Jlonrosa, JleoHTbeBa.

— AMYHUIIMS ¥ OpY)XHUE CIpsTaHbl Xopouio? — nooseaHena
Ekarepuna.

— Hanerocs. He OynyT ke OHM OOBICKMBATH MOM TTOKOH ? !

— B BaiieM npucyTCcTBUM HE TOCMEIOT, & B OTCYTCTBUE UM HU-
KTO HE NIOMENIAET, €CIIU KTO U3 JJOHOCUUKOB HE JIOHECET.

— O TaiiHuKe 3HAI0T YEepHBIIEBbI.

- Ou-n4-714. ...

Tem BpemeHeM B kabuHeTe Enn3aBeTsl BCeCHIIbHBIN KaHIIED
BecTykxeB 3auMTHIBAJ CIIEIIUATbHBIE HHCTPYKIIUK HOBOMY 00ep-
ropmencrepy HaciaeqHUKa KHA3I0 Bacunnio Anukntudy PerHu-
Hy — reHepai-ryoepHaropy Caskr-IlerepOypra, KOTOpbI ObLI
OrOpOIIIeH HOBBIM Ha3HAYE€HUEM, a TIOTOMY OT PACTEPSIHHOCTH He
CITUIIIKOM BHUMATEIbHO BCITYITUBAJICS B YUTAEMbIe UHCTPYKITHU:

— ...l coOmoneHnst TOMKHOTO ce0e pecrieKTa BCAKOU Ta-
ryOHOI (haMUJIbSIPHOCTH ¢ KOMHATHBIMM YU MHOTMMU APYTHMU
CITy’)KUTEJISIMU BO3JIEpKUBaTbcs MMeeT. Mbl MoBejieBaeM UX B
MIPUCTOWHBIX TIpefieax cojepkarb. HUKoMy M3 HUX He MO3BO-
JISITh C JIOKJIAJIAMHU, JIO CTY’KObI UX HE KaCaIONIMMUCS, U UHBIMU
BHYIIIEHUSIMU WJIM HaylieHussMu K Ero BeicouecTBy moaxomuTh
U UM BCSKYIO (DAMUIIBSIPHOCTD, MOAATIMBOCTD, MPUTACKUBAHNE
BCSIKMX HETPHCTOMHBIX BEIllel, a UMEHHO: MaJlaToK, pyXei, Oa-
pabaHOB M MYHIMPOB U TpOUYee — HAKPENKO U TIOJl ONaceHreM



HaKa3aHusl 3alpeTUTh. . .

«0O, I'ocnopu, nomwityi! — nepekpecruwica Penaus. — [Ipam
TIOpbMa!» — 1 MpociyIla caeayomylo ¢ppasy, HO MOIHATYKUII-
CsSl ¥ YCIIBIIIIAJ OCTaJIbHOE, OTYEro reHepasa Mpomo XOIOJHbIHA
TOT.

«...BenuKkoi KHITUHE MOKHO OBITh TIPUJICKHO TIPUMEHSITh-
cs1 6oree TIOKOPHO, YeM Tpexk[e, CO BKycaMy MYyXa, Ka3aThCs
YCITYKJIMBOM, TMPUATHOM, BIIOOJIEHHOM, TIBUIKON Jlake B Ccaydae
HaJOOHOCTH, YNOTPeOIsATh, HAKOHEII, BCE CBOY MOCUIIbHbIE CPEe/I-
CTBa, YTOOBI JIOOUTHCS HEXXHOCTH CBOETO CYNpPYra U BBITIOIHUTD
CBOM JIONT...»

EnuzaBera ycMexXHynach:

— Bce, 4TO BbI, KH$13b, 3[IECh YCIIbIILIANN — BEIAYAIas rocy-
JapCTBEHHAas TanHa. Bam okaspIBaloT BeIcOvaiinee nosepue. S
MIPUBETCTBYIO MHTEPEC HACJETHUKA K BOEHHOMY MCKYCCTBY, HO
OO0JILHO MHOT'O JIIOUINEK MOTYT BOCHOJIb30BAThCS CIAOOCTBIO U
HEOIBITHOCTBIO HacleIHuKa Hauiero. [loromy xecroyvaiiiie mpu-
JepKUBANUTECh Ceil MHCTPYKILIUU. By/bTe MpeeibHO OCTOPOKHBI
C BEJIMKOW KHSITMHEW — MacTepuliell 001acKUBaTh JIIOAel K Hel
npubmkeHHbIX. Cynp6a Poccru B Balmx pykax, KHs3b!

— locynmapeiHs-MaTyIika, TOMIITyHTe, OOJTBbHO HAITYTaH S Ta-
KUM JokyMeHToM. [1o cuam i MutocTh Baia?

— CaMm noHMMaelIb, KHS3IOIIKA, HACJETHUKY HYKHO 3HAaTh BO-
€HHOE [IeJI0, HO HE CO3/1aBaTh CBOEW apMuM. .. MaJo Ji KyJa ero
TIO/ITOJIKHYT JIKMBBIE Jitoau? Moron erie, pa3oOpaTbesi B MpaB-
ae-1o. Mel, 4ToOBI TeOe TTOMOYb, YCTPOMM TakK, YTO He OymeT y



HACJIE/IHMKA TIOCTOSTHHOMW MPHCITYTH, KAHIIEp YK€ YKa3 MOMIH-
cait. Kaxnmyto Hepiemo aken OymyT cMeHAThCsl. Tak 4To ocTasb-
Hoe 3a To0oi! He monsenu meH4.

Ekarepuna mogo3peBasia, 4To TalHble 3aHSTHSI BOGHHOW Ha-
yko#t [lerpa ¢ kameprepamu U KaMepAUMHEPAMU OBLTH OTKPBITHI
mmuoHamu Enmzaeersl. Yepes mapy JHeN OHa MOTy4yWia Moji-
TBepKJEeHUe CBOMM JorajakaM. Ha yausnenue, ummneparpuiia Obl-
JIa PafOCTHOM U MPUBETIIMBOU — HEOBIBAIBI CITyUaii, MPUTIIACHB
CYNpYTOB K ce0e, 0CYaCTIIMBIIIA HOBOCTSIMH:

— Panyer mens, Iletp, Bame crpemiieHre U JII0OOBb K BOCH-
HBIM 3HaHUSIM. TOKMO UTO % 3TO 3a 3aHATUS C KaMepIAUHEpaMu
u nakessmMu? Yemy OHU Bac HAy4YUTb MOTYT, 3/1€Ch HYKEH MYK
I'PaMOTHBIM B BOEHHOM [I€JIE, [1a U HE BCE MO KHUKKAM MOXXHO
u3yuuTh. Pernna s Ha3HauuTh TeOe HaCTaBHUKA, UTO BCerja Mpu
TeOe OyJeT, U PacTOJIKOBbIBATh 3HAHUS PA3HBIE.

Ilerp n ExarepuHa nepenisiHyImch: BMECTO THEBA MUJIOCTh?
Hecnbixannoe neno! HacraBauk B BoeHHOM gene? Pagocts! A B
YeM ITOABOX-TO?

— M Koro :xe Bbl, MaTyIllIKa-rocy/1apblHs, KO MHE HA3HAYWIN ? —
HE CTaJl CKpbIBaTh 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTU HACTIETHUK.

— Jla THI ero 3Haellb, ITO HaIll CJIABHBIN TeHepaI-ry0epHaToOp
[MerepOypra, kHA3b Bacwmii AHvkuTHY PerHuH, deoBek Obl-
BaJIblil, B IOXO/1aX YYacTBOBABIIMM. [Ia 1 B OCTaJIbHBIX BOIIPOCAX
TOPSIIOYHBIA U YECTHBIN YeJIOBEK.

— I'enepan PennuH? — yausieHHo npotsanya Ilerp, crpemu-



TEJIbHO MBITASICh BCTIOMHUTb O HA3BAHHOM 4eJIOBEKE BCIO MH(OP-
MAlMIo W OTIPEAEIUTD /7151 ceds: XOpoIliee W IJI0X0e Ha3Haue-
Hue. ExaTeprHa Toxe HelpOM3BOIbHO CMOPIIUJIA HOCHK U OBICT-
pee Ilerpa noHsi1a — 3T0 XOPOIIMI MOAAPOK, OUEHb HEOXKUAH-
HBII, HO UM ¢ [TeTpoM HyKHBI.

— 4 yxe cooOmmia KHs310 0 Ha3HAYEHUH ero 00ep-rohMeit-
CTepoM Baniero Majoro JBopa, ¢ 3aBTPAILHETO JAHS OH MPUCTY-
IIUT K HOBBIM 00s13aHHOCTSIM. A 6e311e/IbHUKOB rpada bpiomme-
pa u obep-kameprepa beprxosnbiia OT 3aHUMaeMbIX UIMH JOJIKHO-
CTeil MpY BEJIMKOM KHsI3€ 51 TPUKa3ana oCBOOOIUTh. [JOBOIBHO.
Hy-c, Buxky, Bbl qoBONBHEL, [letp ®enopoBuy? Yroguna. A te-
nepb nodatyio s u Bac, KHsiruns Exkarepuna AnekceeBHa! Tak u
OBITh, HA3HAYAI0 K BaM 00ep-TopMeriCTEpHHON CBOIO POJICTBEH-
Huly — rpadguHio Mapuio YornokoBy! Jlama n3BecTHasi CBOMMU
J0OpoaeTeNs MU U MpeaHHOCThIO! Bl ¢ HEel0 3HAKOMBI.

— bnaronapio Bac, Bamie BennuectBo! — mo6nennena Exare-
puHa. OHa XOpOIIO 3Hajla HOBYIO CTaTrc-Iamy — JBOIOPOIHYIO
cectpy umneparpuusl. C OTHOM CTOPOHBI, HA3HAYEHUE €U B YCITy-
’KEHHE CTOJIb 3HATHOM KEHIIHBI — 0c00ast MUAJIOCTh, HO C IPYTroun
— HAJ30p 3a KHATUHEN yKeCTovyaIcs MPsMO MPONOPLUUOHABHO.
logpmericTeprHa nokHa Beeraa ObITh psiioM ¢ ExkatepuHoi, 00-
IIeHNe JTI0O0To YeJIoBeKa C KHATUHEH TOJBKO Yepes Hee.

«YeM ke s Tak nporHeBasia Enuzasety?! Hu 1i1s koro He cek-
per, uto YornokoBa — ma3a u yumm becryxeBa! A yx OH-TO HU
JI00BH, HU CJIA00K MPUS3HU KO MHE HE IUTAET».

[losiBnenne Ha cnenymwoiee yrpo YornokoBou Ekatepuna ne-



pexuia ¢ 6ompium TpynoM. [IprcyTcTBUE KeHIMHBI TABIJIO HA
Hee U yrHeTano. KHaruHs npsranack 3a YTeHUEM KHUT, U3PeaKa
MIPUCITYIIIMBASICh K METBTEIICHUIO Ha/I3UpaTeIbHUIIBI — YOTIOKO-
Ba NIepeCeisyIach, BHUMATEJBHO CIIE/S 32 CIIyraMU, KOTOPBIE Te-
PETACKMBAJIH Y3JIbl U KOP3UHBI C BELIAMM.

O6pa3 10OpPONOPSIIOYHOM, CYACTIIMBON W JIIOOSINEH JKEHBI,
YTO AEMOHCTPUPOBAJIA HOBasl romericTepuHa, pasapaxkal, U
ExareprHa, 0ObIYHO MPUBETIMBO MPUHUMABIIAsl HOBBIX KEH-
IIMH B CBOIO CBUTY, MBITAIACh YCHIOKOUTHCS — YMTAA HOBBIA
(ppanIy3cCKMI pOMaH.

Hcropus BmoOSEHHBIX OKa3aiach nedaabHoul. Cresbl camu
HaOerayim Ha r1a3a, EkatepuHa, Kak eii Ka3ajaoch, CMaxuBajia ux
YKpaJKol M TaikoMm B3apixajia. Ha orHomeHue k YornokoBoii
noBJMsuT JoHOC Kpy3e, mama rnpegaHHo JOoIokuiIa 00 HHCTPYK-
nusax EnuzaBeTsl B OTHOIIEHUM BEJTMKOW KHSI’KHBI U TIPUYMHBI,
10 KOTOPbIM 3TO Ha3HAUYEHUE COCTOSIIOCh.

«Ee BennuecTBo Tak M cKaszajia: Thl, CECTPULA, JOJDKHA CITy-
KHUTh 00pa3IOM ISl BEJIMKOW KHSTUHUA. Thl Terepb — XpaHu-
TEeJIbHUIIA CYTIPYKECKOTO COTJIacusl BETUKOKHSI)KECKON YeThl!» —
BCcrioMuHaua cioBa Kpyse, nepenasas ux gociioBHo Exkarepuine.
W Tak ropbko CTaHOBWJIOCH OT BCEOOITell OCBEJOMJIEHHOCTH ee
ceMelHbIX OTHOIIeHu# ¢ [leTpom, UTo yk ¥ KHMKHBIX CTPOK He
BUJENa, U TyMaTh HU O YeM He Moruia. Beap He ObLIO 3TUX OTHO-
meHuit! CKJI0HHast KOpUTH BO BceM cedsi, EkatepuHa meTtanach B
TIOTIBITKE WX YCTPOUTD, MPUIYMaTh, HO BCE Pa3OMBAIOCh HE Ha-
yasmce. [liia [erpa PepopoBruya 0Ha OCTaBaIaCh BEPHBIM JIPY-



T'OM U COPaTHUKOM, HO HUKAK He BO3/M00NIeHHON. OnucaHHbIe B
pOMaHax CIIeHbl COOJIa3HEHU S BBI3BIBAIIM SIPKUI pyMSsIHEI[ Ha ee
IIeKax, OHA MbITAJIACh MPEJCTaBIATh ceOs U CYNpyra HaeIuHe B
MIOCTEJNY, HO He TMOTy4asioch — BRIXOAWIIO rpy0o u nmonuio. Eka-
TepuHa MOHMMAJIa: OHAa OKa3aJlach COBEPILEHHO HEMOATOTOBJIEH-
HOU K ceMelHo xu3Hu. U 310 nipu 3HaHnu o ¢uupre, J0OOB-
HBIX CTPACTSIX, aI0JbTepax, OKpyxawomux ee. [leyanb u oTcyT-
CTBHE MOJCKA3KH, pelIK1e, HO UMEIOLIE MECTO HAMEKH UMIIEPA-
TPULIbl, UTO BCIUIBIBAJIM B BOCIIOMUHAHUSIX, JoBeIM Exatepuny
TIOYTH JI0 OOMOPOYHOTO COCTOSTHUSI.

— 4 oxo cebst 4yBCTBYI0, Oy IPUIATY! — 0OBbsIBUAIA OHA
’KEHIIIMHAM, B HAJIEXK /I, UTO B CIIAJIbHE CMOKET CIIOKOMHO TOIL1a-
KaThCsl, BAAIM OT HA30MUBBIX r1a3. Ho He TyT-To Ob110. Yorio-
KOBa 3aCyeTHJIach, PUKa3aJia MPUBECTH JIeKapsi, ociana cooo-
IIUTH O IJIOXOM CAMOYYBCTBUH BEJIMKOW KHITUHU UMIIEPATPULIE
Y HaCJIETHUKY, CJIOBOM, MIO/IHSJIA IIYM, OT KOTOPOTO TaK CTPEMHU-
nack yitu ExkareprHa. To ee paccTpousio enle myuie, v Clie3bl
HEyIEep/KUMO MOJIMIUCh PYYbEM.

Jlekapb ocMOTpesT BEJIMKYIO KHATUHIO UM IOOOeIal Ha Cliely-
IOLUH [IEHb ITyCTUTh KPOBb.

ExarepuHa B30XHYyJa ¢ OOJNErYeHUEM: ee HAaKOHEI-TO Bce
OCTaBUJIM B MOKoe. B crie3ax oHa ycHysa, moodemias cede cTaTh
CUACTJIMBOW — HA3J10 Bparam, KOTOpble OTHUMAJIM Y Hee OCTaTKU
CBOOOIBI, IOPOTHX €€ CepAlly JIIOIEH, JIMINAIU [TpaBa paoBaTh-
cs1. JloouTh OHa ellie He ymena, B TOM CMBICIE, UTO He 3Hajla, Kak
9TO HE UMETh CHJIBI JKUTh O€3 JIPYroro 4ejioBeka, JOBUTh BIIJISI,



Tpenerarh BHYTPU MpH ero npuokeHur. OHa MOHUMAIa, 9To
JMOOOBb — 3TO HEYTO OOJIbIlIee, YeM MPHUBSI3aHHOCTh, KOTOPYIO
UCTIBITHIBACUIb K POAUTENSIM WK poaHbIM. XoTs [letp Obln eit
POIICTBEHHHMKOM, U IO 30BY KpPOBHU OHa y:ke Jitoouia ero. [Iposiu
OH XOTh MaJICHbKMI HaMeK Ha HeuTo Oosbiiee, u ExatepruHa Obl
3aropesach, 3aXkriaace. OT HE3HaHUS 4TO JeJaTh U Iulakaia. Be-
4epoM, HOUBIO, MO]] YTPO, 3achlnasl.

YTpom npuiiia umneparpuna. OHa Mojoxuia MpoxJiaaHyio
PYKY Ha 100 BEJIMKOUW KHATUHU U BHUMATEJIbHO OCMOTpeJa ee.

— Henb3s Tak MHOTO 11aKaTh, Joporas! ¥V Bac KpacHble I71a3a,
BbI TUIOXO BBIIJISIAMTE.

— BuHoBara, Mmaryiika, 4yTO-TO C HEPBAMHU, — MpoJeneTana
EkartepuHa, mprMeHsisi Ha Jiesie COBET YBOJIEHHOHM oT Hee Kpy-
3e. IMneparpuiia, MOAXBAaTUB IBIIIHBIE I00KH, TIPHCeia Ha Kpait
KPOBAaTH, B3sJ1a €€ 3a PyKY, HEKHO MOrJIaua.

— Bbl OX0%H Ha MOJIOZYIO KEeHY, KOTOpasi He JIIOOUT CBOEro
Mmyxa. Ciuimkom MHoro cies. S He nonnmato Bac. Korna permasn-
cs1 Bonpoc o Opake ¢ [lerpom PenopoBruem, Baiia MaTh yBepsi-
Jla MeHs1, 4YTO MO HacJeJHUK He MPOTHBEH BaM. Bac Benpb He
NpUHYXJamu K Opaky, Exkarepuna? Bel o noOpoii Bosie nonuiu
3a [lerpa?

— Knsanycs Borom, rocymapeiHsi, KOHEYHO, MO JOOpPOW BO-
ne! Kak Bbl Morn nogymars nHoe? — nepenyrajiace Exkatepuna
MPENONOKEHU S UMIepaTpulibl. — M Toraa u ceituac s UCHbITHI-
BaI0 K MYXYy HEXKHYIO TPUBSI3aHHOCTb.

— Toraga MHe He MOHSATHBI 3TU Bali HepBbl! Bam HykHO Tpe-



KPaTUTh TUIAKATh U OOJIbIIIE YAEIATH BHUMAHUSI CBOEMY CYTIPYTY.
D710 Ball JOJIT KaK KeHbl, HO €CTh U JIPYrOil — AOJT KEHIIUHBI,
OyayIiei UMIepaTpullbl — Bbl 00sI3aHBI TIOIAPUTH TOCYIAPCTBY
Hacneanuka! f Hajesinach, 4To Bala MaTh TOBOPUJIA C BaMH 00
9TOM, — BHUMATEJTbHBIN B3IJIsI/I UMIIEPATPUIIBI IIPOHUKAT TITy00-
ko u cmytui Exkarepuny. — ['oBopuna?

Exartepuna 3anuiach pyMsiHIIEM U KUBHYJIA, TOMBITAIACH OT-
BETUTb, HO UMIIEPATPULIA TIOAHSIA PYKY, OCTAHABJIMBAs €€:

— Hexnble uyBcTBa — 310 X0powmo. Ho satoro maio, noporas.
YyBcTBa OKHBI OBITH BUJ/IHBI, @ BBl MX TIpSiYETe 3a Clie3aMu U
HepBamu. Heb3st 3a0bIBaTh O A0JITE, MYKYMHBI HE JTIOOAT TU1avYy-
nwx keH! S cnenmanbHO Ha3HauMiIa rpaduHio YornokoBy rog-
meiictepuHoi. OHa 100pa, HO ee IJIaBHOE JIOCTOMHCTBO — OHA
moOsIas cyrnpyra, cyactivBa B Opake. Y Hee aeru. Cuurtaio,
uMesi TAKOW ITpUMeD Tiepe I1a3aMu, BbI ObICTpee HayYUTeCh Ipa-
BUJIBHO ce0s1 BECTU C MYXeM U, HaJIel0Ch, BCKOPE MOAApUTE MHE
HacJIeTHUKA.

Wmmeparpuria norenoBasia Exatepuny B 100, epekpecTuia:

— INomnpaensiiteck, BeauTe ceds1 Oraropa3yMHO — Bbl HYXKHBI
Poccun, — u BoIIIA.

[Mocne kpoBomyckanust ExkatepriHa mouyBCTBOBajIa ceOst Jier-
ye, OHa CMOIVIAa MOJHATHCSA Ha CIEAYIOUIMN [IeHb, €€ HaBECTUII
Ilerp. Bua cynpyra ObU1 HECKOJIBKO CMYILEHHBIM, UTO OH TYT K€
IO MPSIMOTE CBOEW Y TTOSICHW:

— 4 B pactrepsaHHOCTU. MHE fany MOHATH, YTO BBl MEHS HE



moduTe, Tak Jii 310, EkareprHa?

— Ax! 4 coBepiieHHO HUYero He noHumarwo, Bame Bricoue-
crBO! DTO OuepenHOM 3aroBop npotus Hac! Ko MHe nmpucraBu-
7 rpaduHI0 YoII0KOBY, U 3TO 4y, YTO €€ HET cernyac psAaom!
MHe nanu moHsITh, YTO 51 JOJDKHA OpaTh C 3TOM AaMbl IPUMeEp,
¥ TOJBKO TaK CMOTY JIOKa3aTh CBOIO MPUBSI3aHHOCTH U JIIOOOBb
K BaMm! boiock, MEHS MOAO3PEBAIOT B YEM-TO I'PSA3HOM U HEIPU-
JIMYHOM !

— Oyyx... 4 yx gymain, 4to-TO cepbe3Hoe! — oOpagoBajcs
Ilerp. — Haperoce, Baiie caMO4yBCTBHE YTyqIINIOCH?

— Jla. Cnacu6o, HO...

— 3amMeuaresibHO, Mbl IPOAOKMM HAIIX 3aHATHS! — epeOuI
[Merp, — ['enepan Permuun mpocTo 4ya0, OH MpeKpacHo pa3dupa-
eTcsl B apTUIJIEPUH, 2 3TO BEChbMa BaXKHO: 32 Helo OyyIiee Bcex
no6Oe] B HOBbIX BoriHax ! Eiie oH Xopotiio nonumaet B optudpu-
kaimu, Karpun. Bel Tak MHOTO mpomyctuim co cBoeil 00s1e3Hbio!

— Barmie BricouecTBO! — mepeduia CJIOBECHBIN MOTOK MysKa
ExareprHa, y KOTOpO# yke He ObUIO CHII CIyIIaTh OypHOE M3/IH-
sIHME TI0XBaJl HOBOMY HACTaBHUKY. — Bbl He BuiuTe npooiemsl?

— [Ipocrute. Kakoit? Hao6opoTt, y Hac Bce ckJiapIBaeTcs 3a-
MeuaTesbHO, TeHepa. . .

— Bamre BoicoyecTBO, MHE CKOPO OTKPBITO OYAyT TOBOPUTD O
MoeM jiore! OCTaHOBUTECH XOTh HA MUHYTY U IIOCTAPAUTECh Me-
HS TIOHATH U YCJIBIILIATH!

— Magam, Bbl 0 yem? — Ha sunie Iletpa unranocs uckpensee
HeZoyMeHHe. — §l He COMHeBaJICcs B Ballleld [pyxoOe, B BallleM XO-



POLLIEM OTHOLIEHUM KO MHeE. Bbl ycTpamBaere MeHs Kak Cyrpy-
ra. 3a4eM Bbl TPATUTE BPEMS U HEPBBI HA KAKME-TO MEJIOYH, OHU
He cyiiecTBeHHbl! Bbl ycTpanBaere MeHsi! A 4TO KOMY-TO YTO-TO
Kaxercs, 6or ¢ HuM! f noBepsiio Bam, — B3MaxHyJ pykoi [letp
¥, 9TOOBI IIPEPBaTh Pa3roBOP, MOCIIEIIMI K JBEPH.

— VBhI, Bamie BeicouecTBO, OT J0BEpUA AETU HE POXKIAIOT-
c4... — ExarepyHa OropueHHO ITOCMOTpeEa CYIpyry BCIIE.

«Yto xe nenath?! Hameku MOryT nepeiTu B psiMble BbICKA-
3bIBaHUS, 2 BRICKA3BIBAHUS C OTPOMHOI OBICTPOTOM TIePEBOILIO-
TATCS B HACMEIIKH, [IOTOM B aHEKJIOThl. A moToM... [Torom mo-
CJIeAyeT MOCThIAHBIN Pa3BOJl HA CTAPOCTH JIET U u3rHaHue. 1 He
xouy 3toro! Ho 1 agionsTep He BHIXO/, JiI00as CBA3b OIAcHA: Kpy-
roM ctojibko 11a3. Jla u kak? C kem?! S He mocmero!»

Bckope yeta HacnenHukoB nepeexaia B [lereprod. Iletp, no-
CTOSIHHO COBETYSICb C PEelHMHBIM, 3aHSUICS PYKOBOJCTBOM CTPO-
UTEJIbCTBA KPETOCTH Ha I0XKHOU cTopoHe OpaHneHOayMCKOro
JBOpLA, HEJAJIEKO OT BOpoT IlapanHoro nBopa, Ha Jyry, 3a Y1u-
HBIM mpynoM. Macca uyeprexel, MOCTOSIHHbIE COBETHI, TOJIA
KPECThsIH, KOTOPbIX COTHAJIM HA CTPOUTEIIbCTBO MOTEITHOM Kpe-
NIOCTH, 3aHUMAJIA BCEe BpeMsl HaceqHuka. EkarepuHa mo0OoBa-
JIach CYNPYroM: OH HOCHUJICS LIEJIBIMU JJHSIMU T10 CTPOMKE C ropsi-
MMM T71a3aMU U TPUHUMAJT AesITeJIbHOE yJacTrie B BO3BEACHUN
YKPEIIeHUM.

— Kak TosbKO 3aKOHYMM, ycTpouM (eriepBepK, — JOBOJIBHO
notupan pyku [lerp. — Ocranocs HemHoro, Karpun, u 'y Hac Oy-



JET HACTOSAILAs KPENOCTh, I1J1all, apceHall, KazapMbl! A Ha30BY
KpenocTs. .. JJoragairech, MagaM, Kak s €€ Ha30BY?

— Manas lN'omurunua? — paccmesiach Exkatepuna. — Bol Benip
npocrto OpeauTe ero!

—Her. He yraganu! f1 Ha30BYy ee ©MeHEM MOETO BeJIMYaiIIIero
Jpyra ¥ COpaTHHKa!

— ®u-u, Pernuamranr? He 3Byuut, [ommruaus Obiia Obl
Jydile, — pazodapoBasiach Ekatepuna, HeIoBOJILHO Ha/1yB T'yObl,
CTaparesibHO CKpbIBasi PEBHOCTb K F€HEPATY U CTOJIb HEYauHbIN
BBIOOD Cympyra.

— Her! Mou npyr, 4to nojjep:xa B Hauyaje MOEro IyTH, BB,
Karpun! Kpenocts 6yner Ha3BaHa «ExatepuHOypr» !

— Brnaronapio Bac, Barie BeicouecTBO, — yAMBIEHHO MPOOOP-
MoTasa nossieHHas EkareprHa.

— Bacunuit AHUKMTHY, YTO K Thl, HErONsii, TBOPUIIL?! —
CTyKHYJIa KyJIlakoM 1o ctoity EnuzaBera, coOupasich 3a/1aTh ka-
py HacraBHUKY [leTpa. Buepa Beuepom eu JOHECIM O CTPOUTEb-
ctBe Kperocty B OpaHueHOayme, U OHa MPUIILIA B TAKOW THEB,
YTO €/1Ba JIOTEPIIEIa JI0 YTPa, BbI3BAB HA «KOBEP» reHepasia Per-
HMHA.

— Bamre BennuecTBo, 3a 4TO BBl Ha MEHS TaK THEBAeTeCh? —
bByieanbii, B TOH Napyka, HUYEro He MoHMMaIui PernmHuH cro-
ST HaBBITSIKKY TMEpesl UMIepaTpulield, CBepKasi HauuIEHHbIMU
MyrOBUIIAMHW MYHJIAPA.

— Yo 3a ykperuteHust Bo3onsatcs B Opannendayme? Kaxk s,



MOAJIeL], TOCMe Takoe JomycTuTh? TloyemMy HapyIIniI UHCTPYK-
1M KaHwyiepa becryxesa? — mponoskana rueBarscs Ennsasera.

— Yro TeI, rocygapsiHsA-MaTylika! — pacruibuicss PernHuH B
OmaronyniHou yneiOke. — Kakue ykperienus? Bpyt noHocumku
TBOU.

— A BoT 310 uT0? — ENM3aBeTa KMHy/IA Ha CTOM MAYKy OyMmar.
PenHuH XMBEHBKO MOAXBATUI JIMCTKU U OETJIO TPOCMOTpeE. DTO
OKa3aJMch CcYeTa Ha TMOCTAaBKY JepeBa, I'BO31eH, NeHbKU. Bech
CTPOUTEJIbHBIN MaTepHras Molen Ha Kpenocth «EkatepuHOypr»
B OpanuenOayme.

— T'ocynapeins, He Oymy oTpuiiaTh, 3HAKOMBI Oymaru 3Tu. He
ciyiai Tel moauiek noyibix! Hacnennuk tBoi, Iletp ®enopo-
BUY, YUUTCSI BOEHHOMY MacTEPCTBY, CTPOUT KPENOCTh MaXOHb-
Kylo, Ha3BaHue ee «ExarepuHOypr», B uecth Ekarepunbl Asek-
ceeBHbI. 3a0apisercs. Trl & cama, MaTyIIKa, FOBOPUJIA, YTOObI
s ero o0yyaJ, Bce JIeJlalo COrlacHO TBoemy ykazanuio! Hacnen-
HUKY MHOTO IOTOM KPEToCTeil CTPOUTh HYKHO OyIeT BO ClaBy
Poccuniickoro rocynapcrsa, a Korna eMy y4dThbCs, €CIIA HE CEeU-
yac, 1oji MOMM IPUCMOTPOM?

— Thl MeHs He yOaloKMBail cKa3kaMu-To! YeM B «MaxOHBKON
KPErnocTu» 3aHUMaThCs-TO OyAyT, a? — He ycrokauBaiach Em-
3aBeTa, HO THEB HEMHOI'O C1aJl, U PenHuH, yxke He oracasch, po-
JOJIKaJT IOKJIa/IbIBaTh:

— Kak uem, u3yuatb 1o MOUM IPUCMOTPOM OCaay U IITYpM
KpernocTed, 1a He OECIOKOWCs, MaTyIIKa-TOCyIapbliHs, Beb B
coJiaTax MyXKH4be OJHO OyZIeT, C MaTKaMH. . .



— Tak 1 ¢ nankamu? — ¢ HemoBepreM nepeduna Enmzase-
Ta, BHOBb HACTOPOXUBIINCH. — [Tonmu x T, Bacuiuii AHUKH-
THY, HE POTHUB 51 U3yUYEHUS HAYK HACJIeJHUKOM, IIPOTUB 3ar'0BO-
POB Pa3HBIX, JIOAEH HEHAJEXKHbIX, YTO CMYIIAIOT HEOKPETIIIHii
ym Ilerpa ®enoposuyal

— Her Takoro, rocygapsis, KisiHych ku3Hbi0! Bee nenaercs
B MepYy, 3a BCEM MPUCMOTP TiaTesbHbIA. He roToBAT Aetu TBOM
HUKaKuXx 3aroBopoB! BoT cama Obl Thl, rocyaapbIHsl, oexana O u
NIOIJIsI/IeNa, KaK HACJeJHUKN BMECTe XO[IAT, UTPAIOTCS KaK JIeTh
MaJible.

—Ilerp ®enoposuu c Exkareprnon AnekceeBHon BMecTe? Kak
yacro?

— Jla Bcerma BMecTe, MaTyIlIKa, Kak roiyou, — 3aysbloascs
Penuun.

— Yro %, MOC/TyIIACh TBOETO COBETA, U MpaB/a, HAJOOHO Ha-
BeIaThCA J1a CAMOU HOIIALETH!

Enmuzagera [lerpoBHa cnepxana odemanue u npuobiia B Opa-
HUEeHOayM Ha cliefytoieii Heyierne. [IpuoObiB, OHa He cpa3y OTIpa-
BUJIACh CMOTPETh Ha BO3BOAUMYIO KPETOCTh, a MOHA00/1aa U3
OKHa 3a noBejieHreM HacieqHukoB. Iletp u Exkarepuna, Beceno
CMesiCh, KPYKIJIUCh BOKPYT CTOJIA C BOPOXOM ueprexeid. [lerp
3aCTaBJIsI JKeHY CTOSITh B KapayJie, HO OHA KaXIyl0 MUHYTY TO
HauMHAJIA MPUTAIITHIBATh HA OMHOM MeECTe, TO MaxaTb (ppeiiu-
HaM IJIATOYKOM, TO MIOBOPAYMBAJIACh U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, I10-
HYXJasl HACJIETHUKA OTPBIBAThCS OT YepTexka, MOIXOAUTh K Hel
U B OUEPeJHOM pa3 CTaBUTh OCIYIIHUIYY Ha YKa3aHHOE MECTO,



NpUXKUMaTh PYKH IO IIBaM, Bpy4aTh KaKylo-TO HaJjiky. Bce 310
JENCTBUTENTHHO HATIOMUHAJIO OOJIbIIe TPy, Koraa ke [leTp nryt-
JIMBO TOIPO3UJI KEHE 32 OYEPEJHYIO IAJIOCTh, a Ta, 3aJIMBASICh
CMEXOM, UMOKHYJIa ero B IIEKY, UMIIepaTpulia B310XHYJ1a 001er-
YEHHO Y OTIPABUJIACh K KPETIOCTH MONPUBETCTBOBATH CYIPYTOB.

Henpd yac Ilerp Bonun Enn3aBery mo cTpoMTENBCTBY, Je-
TAJIHO PacCKa3biBas €M, YTO U IJI€ OH IIJIAHKUPYET MOCTaBUTh. [1o-
XOJl HACTOJIbKO YTOMMJI UMIIEPATPUILy, YTO OHA B U3HEMOKEHUU
3aMpoTeCTOBAIA!

— Bcee, Ilerpymma, yToMus Tel MEHSI CBOMM CTPOUTEILCTBOM,
doprudukanmsamu! Xsarur! Ipyrum Obl BB, I€TH MOH, TIOpa-
JIOBAJIY, HACJIEIHMKOM nobanoBayiu! A 3to uto? Urpyiiku ongHu.
basosctBo!

— BunoBatsl, MaTy1ika, ucpaBuMmcsi! — XOpoM mpooopmMoTa-
JIM CMYILIEHHBIE «JIETH».

— CMoTpIo Ha Bac, TakKUX Beceliblx — ayia paayercs! Ho mou
coBa moMHUTe! — morpo3uiia najbiieM EnnzaBera u oTnpaBu-
nace B [lereprod.

— Ioeepuia? — cripocu Iletp, pacripsamiisasck nocie MokJjo-
Ha.

— Haperoch, — npomenrana EkateprHa, BCHOMHUB, CKOJIBKO
cepeOpsIHBIX MOHET MPHIIUIOCH OTCHINIATh JOHOCUYMKY 32 HOBOCTb
O BU3UTE UMIIEPATPHULIBI U BPEMEHU MpUE3/A.

— Beuepom. ..

— Barie BeicouecTBo, 51 Beuepom 3aHUMaloCh BEPXOBOM €3/101,
BBI K€ 3HAETe.



— Ha, 3a0b11. By/ibTe OCTOPOKHBI C €3/101 B MYKCKOM I1JIaThe,
9TOOBI TETYIIIKA Bac HE yBUJIENA.

— Ilocrapatoch, — ExarepuHa caenana peBepaHc W Moluia K
(peiiHam.

Pacniopsiiok ee JHS 9TUM JIeTOM ObLT Ype3BbIYAIHO HACHIIIEH.
BcraBana ona paHo, He 0051 OXOTY, OTIIPABIISUIACH C eTepeM Ha
3aJIuB, TAe 0e3 ycTaliu CTpessia B yTOK, TPEHUPYs PyKy U yme-
Hus1. MHoraa k Hum npucoenunsiics [erp. [IpensaputesnbHo OT-
NpaBUB erepsi BO JBOpEIl ¢ JOObIUeH, BIATA OT MOCTOPOHHUX
a3, OH 00y4as BOGHHbBIM yrpaxHeHusM Exatepuny, oBojs ee
YMEeHHUsI IO COBepIlieHCTBA. Bckope BennKasi KHATHHS MOIJIa UC-
MIOJIHATh BCE PYKEWHbIE MPUEMbl C TOYHOCTBIO CAMOTO OMBITHO-
ro rpeHajepa, 4eM BecbMa pajioBajia cyrnpyra. Bee atu 3ansTHs
OHA BBITIOJTHSIIA TOOPOBOJILHO ¥ C OXOTOM, TOTOMY UTO CUMTAJIA
TIOJIE3HBIMU IS ce0s1 M HEMOHATHOTO Oyaymiero. [Ipexae Bcero
3T0 OBLJIO 1IeJIeco00pa3Ho, a 3HAYUT, HeoOxoaumo. Heodxoaumo
0 OJJHOU MPOCTOU MPUUYUHE — OHU 00a MOHUMAJIY, YTO TOCya-
PBIHSI WJTH OJIHA U3 TOJIMTUIECKUX TPYMITUPOBOK Mpu Bosbiom
UMIIePaTOPCKOM JIBOPE B JIOOOH MOMEHT MOTYT MPUHSATH pelie-
HHE TOMEHSTh HBIHEIITHEr0 Hacle/IHUKa U ero xeny. «[Ipuspak
BO IUIOTW» — BpayHIBelrckas ceMbsi — HACTOMYMBO Mastuuil Ha
TOPU30HTE, a O TOM, YTO B POCCUICKON MMITEPUH BCE BO3ZMOKHO,
JIOKa3bIBAIM MHOTOYKCJIEHHBIE TBOPIIOBBIE TIEPEeBOPOTHI. Benu-
KW KHSI3b ¥ KHATHHS HE XOTeJIM YMUPATh MOJIOABIMU, TIPEAIo-
ynTasi ObITh TOTOBBIMU U JIaTh JIOCTOMHBIN OTHOP B CTyYae mepe-
MeH. [1Jis 3Toro ObuTa HEOOXOAMMA apMusl, a TaKKe YMEHUE €10



yIpaBisATh. VI cynpyru nNpuKJIaIpBaId CHIIbI, 9YTOOBI 3aMMETh U
TO U APYToe.

[lepenoxHyB 1 nepeoaeBIIMCh, EkaTepruHa oTnpasiisiiach Ha
KOHIOIIIHIO M YacaMUd HOCWJIaCh BEPXOM IO OKPECTHOCTSIM, B
MYKCKOM KOCTIOME, Ha MYXCKOM cejijie. Kak Hu crapayiach ObITh
OCTOPOKHOM, HO Ha I1a3a uMmreparpuie Ekarepuna Bce xe no-
najnack. Ei mpunuioch BBICTYIIATh MHOTO HEMTPUSITHBIX CJIOB, T1€-
peTeprieTh OOJIBIIION THEB 1 YCIIBIIIIATh CaMylo HEMPUATHYIO (hpa-
3y:

— Ecim Bh1, Exatepuna AniekceeBHa,  iasiee OyzieTe Tak yBJie-
YeHbl BEPXOBOH €3710M M B MYKCKOM CeJijie, 4TO caMo Mo cede
HEMOMEPHBIN CThII U CpaMm, TO, BUAHO, s HUKOT/IA HE JOXKYCh
ot Bac ¢ [lerpom PegopoBruyYeM HACAETHUKOB. A UMEHHO 3TO —
Balll MEPBEUIINMI JONT, cyaapbiHsa! 1 He cKauykaMu Bbl JOJIKHBI
3aHUMAThCSI, a Oepeubcsi ¥ POIUTh 310pOBOro HacieaHrka! Ecim
Bbl CAMHU HE COM3BOJIMTE 3aHSATHCS ITUM BOMPOCOM, TO PEIIATh
€ro HauHy !

ExarepuHa u payia O6bi1a Obl IPUMEHUTh N3BECTHBIE KEHCKHE
XUTPOCTH, OACMOTPEHHBIE 32 JaMaMU U MaTepblo, HO enBa Enu-
3aBera nokuHyaa [leteprod, B OpanuenOayme Bce 3aKpyxKH-
JIOCh-3aBEPTENIOCh ¢ HOBOM cuiiou. [lerpy ®@enopoBudy yaanoch
3aBepOOBaTh B CBOE BOMCKO Bech Maubiii iBop. Tenepb conma-
TaMM U MJIaammMu oduiiepaMu ObUTM BCE: Kameprepbl U Ka-
Mep-IOHKEpbI, TBOPOBbIE JIIO/IM, aIbIOTAHTHI U KaMep-JIaKeu, J1a-
JK€ CaJIOBHUKU U erepsl, Jaxe KHsA3b PenHuH u ero ceiH. Bee Bo-
OPYKWINCh MYIIIKETAMH U YYaCTBOBAJIM KAXKAbIM JIEHb B YYECHU-



X, Kapaynax. [lerp ®@enopoBuy npuHsiI Ha ceOsl 3BaHUE KaruTa-
Ha, a KHs34 PerHuHa Ha3HauWm agpioTaHToM. Beuepom u yTpom
MPOBOJIWJIACH OTJTYIIMTENbHASL CTpesib0a ¢ Baja KPEermocTu, Kak
OyATO Op/Ibl BParoB BeJIM HACTYIUIEHHE HA MAJICHbKYIO 3alllUTHU-
Iy uX mpaB. Bce TepnienuBo 3ayurBaiyM pa3HOOOpa3HbIE CUTHA-
JIbI, TPUYEM HACJIEIHUK CaM IIPUHUMAJT 9K3aMEH y CBOEH apMUH.
Tak onu npoBonuu eHb. M B 3ToM pacnucanuu y Exatepust
He OBbUTO HU MaJIeHIero maHca coOMa3HUTh WK MPOCTO MOKO-
KETHUYATh, TOIUPTOBATH HU C MYXEM, HU C JIIOOBIM OhUIIEpOM
«KOMHATHOU TBapavin». OpeityIMHb TPyCTHO Y/ MyXJIble TYO-
KM, KPYTWIUCh MOJ|Ie TJIalla WM HeJaJIeKO OT HACHITIAHHBIX Ba-
JIOB KPEINOCTH, PaIOCTHO Maxaid TOHYAUIIIUMHU TIJIaTOYKaMu, U
Bce. bpaBas rBapaus K HOUM Majaja ¢ HOT M MPOKJIMHAIA TOT
JIeHb, KOrja Aajna Jo0OpOBOJIBHOE Corjlacue MPUHUMATh yJacThe
B «JETCKUX Urpax» HacjaeqHUKA. MHOrve MOHUMAaJi, YTO ITO
y7Ke BBIXOAMT 32 PAMKHU «JIETCKOCTH», TANKOM CTPOUYMIIU JIOHOCHI
B TaliHy10 KaHIIEISPHIO, HO X ObLJIO MEHBIIIMHCTBO, U UMITEpa-
TpUIIa, BEpsi TOMY, UTO YBUIEH €€ COOCTBEHHBIE I71a3a, TPe3pH-
TeJIbHO OTMAaxMBaJIaCh OT INIMMOHCKUX JOKJIaI0B. Tak mponosn-
KaJIOCh, MTOKA HA ay/IUEHIIMIO HE MOMPOCUJICS C JOKJIAZOM IJlaBa
Taiinou kanuensspuu Anexkcanap Nsanosuu lllyBanos, HegaBHO
CMEHHMBILUH HA 9TOM IOCTY YIIIaKOBa.

['pad IlyBanoB umen penyTaruio CJIUIIKOM CEPbe3HOTO Ye-
JIOBEKA 1 B HEYPOUHOE BPeMsl IOJIOKUTh MOT' TOJIbKO HEYTO BbI-
XOJISIIee 32 paMKH OOBIYHBIX COOOIIEHUH, K TOMY K€ OH OBLT
OparoM (haBOpUTA UMITEPATPUIIBI — JIOOE3HOTO CEepIIly CTape-



1oler rocynapeiau Mipana MiBanoprnua. EnmzaBera 3a0ecriokon-
Jlach, OTMEHWJIA BEUEPHIOI0 UTPY B KAPThl U YEIUHUIIAChH C BbI-
COKHM, CTaTHBIM I'papoM B KaOMHETE, 3aIPETUB KOr0-JTMOO IMyC-
KarTh.

Co cIOKOMHBIM BU/IOM, HE TPOPOHUB HU cJioBa, rpad Lllysa-
JIOB Pa3JIOKWII HA CTOJIE TIEPE]] UMIIepaTPULIEM UCITMCAHHBIE TTPO-
TOKOJIBI JIOMPOCOB, YTO BHIHYJI U3 YBECUCTOM MAaIKH, U OTOIIEN K
OKHY, 3aJI0XUB pyKH 3a cnuHy. [Toka Enn3aBera uzyuana aoky-
MEHTBI, OH HE IPOPOHUJI HU CJIOBA.

— Jonpocs! npoBOAMIUCH ¢ TpUcTpacTrueM? MoxeT, co cTpa-
Xy obonranu? — 3ajaia rnepebie BOMPOCH UMIIEPATPHULIA.

— CHauana 1I0HOCBI, II0TOM JI0IPOC, & [IOTOM U ITPUCTPACTHE, —
tuxo oreetu IllyBanos, moBopaumsasck oT okHa K Enuzasere,
C JIETKUM TOKJIOHOM. — Bce Kak Mpu CJI0KHOM JI03HAHUU.

— Cam npucytcrBoBas1?

— [IpucyTcTBOBa, MPU NPUCTPACTUU, YTOOBI Ky/Ia TANIbIIIE He
MOIIO, MaTYIIKa-TOCYAApbIHS, — BHOBb MOKJIOHWIICA [llyBanos.

— W dro genare npepiaraems? Kak K 3ToMy OTHECTUCH? !

— U3bsTh Opy’Kue, aMyHUIIUIO, TAJIATKY, JIIOAUIIEK Pa30THATh,
KTO YMHOM IOBBIIIE U POAOBUTOCTBIO, MOKHO KO MHE B TaliHy10
KaHLEJISIPUIO, TTOCIIPOIIAI0, OCTAIbHBIX B ApPMHUIO. A Kak elle Mo-
CTYIIUTh, Bellb CKaH/IaJIa HyKHO n30exarh? CTporaHoBa, IpuKa-
KM, cpa3y MOCHPOIIAIO.

— Bce Tebe «mocmporare» ! CTporaHoBa He Tporau, 371ech ero
BUHA MaJsiasi, OMPOCUJIH JIEHBI'W 3aHSATh, ObUT KarmuTasl CBOOO/-
HBIM — JJaJ1, HE TporauTe ero. MeHs Ipyroe BOJHYET: KTO Hay4Jal



U MoAOMBAJT HACJIEIHUKA MOETO HePa3yMHOro Ha OpPraHU3aluio
storo aena? Yro Karbka KpyTUT XBOCTOM U IEHBIY 3aHUMAET, TO
JaBHO YK M 0e3 TeOs 3Hato0. Tparsl HermoMepHbIe BEET, TOKJIa-
JBIBAIOT MOCTOSIHHO. JJOHOCH OOMaHHbIE NIMMOHBI HAY YUJTUCh CO-
cTaBJIATh. Beex obmackana, KTo He moaascs — noakymuia. [Ipas
BectyxeB ObUT — Bcsi B MaMeHbKy! Ho 51 HUKOra He Moria 1o-
JyMaTb, YTO OHU CTOBOPUTHLCSI CMOTYT ITPOTHUB MEeHsI, CBOel O1a-
rOJIETEIbHULIBI, UllIb, 3aTOBOP yAyMau!

— Tlo3Bonb, TOCYIApbIHSI-MATYIIKA, TeOs MOMPaBUTh, UTh HE
OBLJIO 3ar0BOPa MPOTUB TEOSI.

— A 310 yT0? — ENIMi3aBeTa cxBaTuiIa mavyky Oymar u rnorpsicia
UMHU.

— DTO OHM Tak ceOsl 3alUTUTh XOTEeNU, MOYUTANTE BHUMA-
TeJbHO BOT 3T0. — [IlyBasioB ObIcTpo Haien cpeau pa3dopocaH-
HBIX JIMCTOB HYKHBIW M MOJAJ €ro ummeparpuiie. — boabHO Th
NpUXKUMaellb UX.

— Hait um cBOOOMY, TaK OHU TAKUX BOJBLTEPOBCKUX BOJIBHO-
CTel HaIycTAT, Tak Poccuio moToM Mo Kyckam pa3HecyT, 4To He
cobOeperis! — orpe3asia Ennzasera. OHa xoTena nogymars, HO Tie-
pEBENIMBAJIO kelaHhe Haka3zaTb CBOOOJOMIOOMBBIX HeOnaroaap-
HBIX POJCTBEHHUKOB, KOTOPBIX BhIOpaa ceOe B HACIEAHUKU. —
Bce, yto ma?

— Tak TouHo, Bame BemnuectBo. bynyr n1m kakue ykasa-
Hus? — nokJionwics rpadg [lysasos.

— Her. Crymaii!.. Tlocroii!.. [Ieno sto 3akpoii. Cama pa3oe-
PYChb C BUHOBaThIMU !



— Cnywatoce, Bame Benmuectso!

YTpom nmneparpuiia npukasaia Bei3BaTh rpadga PenHuHa u
KaHiyiepa becryxesa.

[lepBbiM siBUJICS becTyxeB, M3yUynB JOKYMEHTBI, YTO IIPUHEC
[IlyBanos, oH 3amep 1 nocMoTtpen Ha Ennzasery, He criena us3-
JlaraTb CBO€ MHEHHUE.

— Yro ckaxenib, rpad?

— A 4TO TYT FOBOPUTb, HAKA3bIBATh HYKHO J]a OTBETCTBEHHbIX
JIVIIT CHUMATh C JJOJDKHOCTH, TIOKA He MOIYCTUJIM Ha HEYTO OOJTb-
niee, MaryIika.

— Ceiluac xe cocTaBb JOKYMEHT, 5 3[IeCh Habpocana O yeMm.
Ckopo nosiButcs KHA3b PeniHMH. OH BOEHHBIN Y€JI0BEK, HE CO-
MHEBAIOCh, YTO MPEAAH HaM, HO B IBOPLIOBbIX MHTPUTaX HE UCKY-
CEH, KaK BUJIHO U3 TIPOTOKOJIOB JonpocoB. He Oymy ero Hakasbi-
BaTh, OTIIPABMM B apMMIO, KyJa MOJAJIbIIE, TyCTh CBOMMHU IYIII-
KaMHU 3aHMMaeTCsl, B 9TOM OH Ipeycriesl. A Ha ero MecTO HyXeH
yesioBeK HagexkHb. Uro YOrnokoB, 35Tk Halll, yKe BEpHYJICs ?
JloBKMM 7111, HaJIeKHBIM ceOst TToKa3a?

— JloBkuMm, marymika. Jla ciayxOe mpu HacjeJHUKe ocodast
JIOBKOCTh U HEe HykHa. BepHOCTb npeskie Bcero Tpedyercs U mo-
cinymHocTh. Crogurcs.

I'padp Penrun Obin motpsiceH, korga becTyxkeB 3aunThIBaIT
yKa3 UMITepaTpuIlbl 00 OTCTPAHEHUH €ro OT CyKObl Y HacJe/I-
HUKa. DTO ObUIO HACTOJIBKO HEOXKUAAHHO, YTO (ppa3bl MpUKa3a
CJIMBAJIMCh B MOHOTOHHBIM T'YJI, 10JIETast JIUIb OTPbIBKAMHU:

— ...5IKo e MblI eBa MOHATb MOXEM, UTO HEKOTOPBIE U3 OHBIX



MPeIep30CTh BO3bIMENIM TaK HA3bIBAEMbI MOJK B MOKOsIX Ero
BricouecTBa yupeauts 1 ceOsi caMux KOMaHAYOIUMU ouriepa-
MU HaJ| ToCy/lapeM CBOUM, KOMY OHM CJIyKar, CJIeJIaTh, OCOOJH-
Bble MYHJIUPbI C OPUILIEPCKUMU 3HAKAMU HOCUTh U MHOTME UHbBIE
HEYUYTUBOCTH Jies1aTh, 4yeM Ero BricouecTBa uectu kpaiiHeiiiiee
MpeoCy Xk IeHNe YNHUTCS, BOEHHOE UCKYCCTBO B IIIYTKU MPEBPa-
nraercs, a Ero BeicouecTBy OT CTO/Ib HEUCKYCHBIX JIIOJEH MPO-
TUBHBIE U JIOXKHBIE MHEHHST 00 OHOM BCEJISIOTCH. . .

— Bol He onpaBanum Haiero nopepus, rpad. Bac orcrpansior
OT CITy’XOBbl y HAIIlero HacJeqHUKa... biaromapure 3a MIJIOCTD
rocyapsiHio, 4To He B CUOUpPDb OTIIpaBIIsieM.
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[Tocne orcraBku PenHuHa v 3aMeHbl Bcet pucayru npyu Ma-
JIOM ABOPE TOJIOXKEHHE CYITPYTOB CTAJIO OOJIbIIIe HATTOMUHATH CO-
JiepkaHue roOCyAapCTBEHHBIX apecTaHTOB. OCOOEHHO TSIKEIIO Te-
pexuBasia Exkarepuna, notomy urto [leTp npuHsii 3T0 Kak J0JIK-
HOE€ Y BHOBb 3aHSUICSI CBOMMM COJJJATUKaMU U yeprexamu. 13-
pelKa HacJeJHUK TMpomorkan o0ydars ee, ExkarepuHy, 4TOOBI
Ta He NoTepsuia Belydku. Ho Tenepb 310 Aenanoch BHOBb Tau-
HO ¥ penko. Ponratk Obio Gecrionie3no, Ho Exkarepuna cmMupu-
JIach JIUILb NIOCJIE TOrO, KAK CMOIJIa YCTAHOBUTD CBSI3b C BEPHBIMU
JIIOIBMU U3 TOJIKA, TAe CiIykui1 YepHbiieB. 30J10Ta U MOIAPKOB,
a Tak’ke JI0OE3HOCTel CTOUJIO0 HEMaJIO, HO OHO TOTO CTOMJIO.

Hacrynuna MacneHuiia, HO IBOp OKa3ajcsl B YHBIHUM, OasTbl
He IpoBOAWIIM, U EkaTtepuHa yx He 3Hasa Kyzaa ceOst A€Th, C TOC-
KO IS5 B OKHO, TJIe TIO yiuile Oerait Hapoy u Becenmcs. [Tpu-
YMHOW OKa3aJiach BHe3arHasi OOJIe3Hb UMITEPATPHIIbI, KOTOPYIO
pUOJIMKEHHBIE CTAPAIUCH OT BCEX CKPBITh, HO TOJILKO HE OT Be-
JIMKON KHSIKHBI, YTO UMEJIa OCBEIOMUTEJIEN, HAUWHAS OT KOHIO-
Xa Y 3aKaH4MBasi MPUABOPHBIMU (hpEMSTMHAMU IOCYIAPbIHU.

O nenyre Enuzasers! [lerpoBHbl EkaTepuHa npo3Haia cpasy.



Pano yrpom mipuriienn EBperHOB 1 cooOmmmn, uto KaHiyiep bec-
TYK€B Y reHepasl ANpakCUH MPOBEIA HOYb B KOMHATax y Yorso-
KOBa. DTO MOIJIO O3HAYATh TOJILKO PE3KOE YXY/AIIEHUE CAMOYYB-
CTBHS1 UMIIEPATPULIBL.

Tenepp ExkareprHa noHsija, OT4ero Cynpyru-HaJiCMOTPIIUKA
UMeJT HaXMYPEHHO-BCTPEBOKEHHBI BUI HA 00e/ie U yXKUHE C
BEJIMKOKH)KECKOM 4eTOM. BOT TOJIBKO 3aragoyHbiM OKa3aJioCh
UX yMaJIuyMBaHUE COCTOSIHUS uMmrieparpuibl. EkarepuHa couna
HEOOXOIMMBIM COOOIUTD noraaku [lerpy, ymoruas, OT KOro Io-
JyyeHa uH(popmanus.

— Ho 310 6e300pa3ue! Mbl He cMeeM HH y KOTO CIPOCUTh O
COCTOSTHMHU TETYIIKH, TOTOMY YTO HAM HUYETrO He COOOIINIIN O ee
Henyre! Mbl He MOKeM 3aJ1aTh BOIPOCHI, HE BbI3BAB MOI03PEHM S
¥ He HaBJIeKIu Oexy 1 TaliHyI0 KaHIIeIsIPUIO Ha TOJIOBHI JIpy3eii!
A ecnu uto ciyuutcs Bapyr? Uro toraa OyneT ¢ HaMu, Beflb HAaC
JepXkaT B HEBEJIEHUH. JTO OYeHb IUIOXO [71s Hac, Karpun! A 'y
MeHsI HET HU oiHOro psimoBoro! Hu opyxwus. Hu BepHbIX srozei!
Yro xe genarn?

— Hacuer mopneit He nepexuBaiite, Bae BricouecTtBo, y Hac
€CTb 1IeJIbI NOJIK YepHblileBa, enle 1 Kanpasibl. ViIMeH Ha3biBaTh
HE MOT'Yy, HO 3allIUTUTh HAC €CTh KOMY.

— Bor kak? 1 kakum 00pa3oM BHI. .. XOTs, 3a4eM s CIIpaIIn-
Balo, MpaB/y Bbl He cKaxeTe... Ho He oxuaan, 4ro y Bac OyayT
CBSI3U U 3alLUTHUKU !

— C Boxbent nomoripio, Batie BricouectBo! YV Hac ecth 3a-
HIUTHUKY, — CAeNalla yIapeHre Ha «Hac» U CKPOMHO MOTYIIIa



rna3a ExkarepuHa.

HanpsikeHHast )kM3Hb B HEU3BECTHOCTH IIPOJOIIKAIIACH TOUYTH
nBe Heaenu. HakoHen nmnieparpuiie crano jayuiie, u Exatepune
menHyau: EnnzaBera ykpaiana OpiiiMaHTaMu OfIHY U3 CBOMX
(peinH Kk cBasbOE, HO HACTOJIBKO CJ1a0a, YTO K MPA3JHUYHOMY
CTONy TIOKa He BbIizeT. [IpucyTcTBOBaTH BMECTO Hee OyleT Be-
JIMKOKHSIKECKas 4era.

3a cronom EkarepuHa okazanacek psaom c rpacgunent [llysa-
JIOBOM, MMeHUTOM Maspon, poacTBeHHuler (aBopura lBana
ITyBasnosa.

«Bort xe He3amaya, Tak momacth!» — oropuniack Exarepuna,
3Hasl MOJHOTOTHYIO JIydllleld U BEpHOW MOJAPYTH MUMIIEpaTpUIIbl
Enn3zaBeTsl, HEU3MEHHO BECEJION M OCTPOYMHOM, OXOY€eH J10 KOJI-
KOCTEM M HacMEUIEeK AaMbl, KOTOPOW OMACaJIMCh BCE MPHUIBOP-
Hble. [loroBapuBanu, u He 6e3 ocHoBaHus: cam Kupwin Paz-
YMOBCKHI, OOSICh 32 CBOU TPEIIKU, WHOTJA 3aMCKUBAJ TEpe]]
HEMH.

A ExareprHa B O4e€peIHOM pa3 JUBY J1aBajlach, Kak TAKOE CO-
KPOBHILIE, YKACHOE U CHAPYKU U BHYTPH, MOIJIO TIOKOPUTh CEP/I-
ue myxuuHsl — otia Ilerpa ®enoposrnya. CkpbiTh, 40 Magpa
JI0JITOe BpeMsl sIBJIsIIach (DABOPUTKOM, OTOMB y TlecapeBHBI AH-
HbI Myka — oTa [lerpa ®enopoBuya, He ynanock, 00 ITOM IIer-
TaJIMCh IIpU Beex ABopax. Emie maryiika Exatepunsl B To BpeMs
KpUBHJIA TYOBI U TIOpaKaiach JypHOMY BKYCY CBOEro Opata.

— MBblI Tak niepexuBav 3a Hally TOCYAapbIHIO, — MOJIBUJIA, HA-



ynHas pasrosop LllyBanoBa, ¢ anneTuToM Brpbi3asich B KPbLIbIIII-
KO yTKH. Exatepuna HacTopoxmiach, a TOTOM 00pagoBayiach —
rpacuHs nepBasi 3aroBOpuiia O COCTOSIHUM MMIIEpaTpULIbl, Te-
Niepb BeJIMKasi KHATMHS MOIJIA NOJ/IepKaTh pa3roBOp Ha MHTEPe-
CYIOIIYIO TEMY, HE BbIJJaBasi CBOUX JOHOCUMKOB. JlloOumuIiia nm-
niepaTpuIlbl OBeAala BO BCEX MOAPOOHOCTSX O 3TOKITIOUSHUSIX
Enn3zaBeTsl: B HOCTENb €€ YI0KWI CUIIbHEHIIIUIA TPUCTYT KOJIHK.

— MHe [10CTaBsAI0T OrPOMHOE OropueHue 0one3Hb U CTpaja-
Hus Ee imniepatopckoro BennuecTBa, HO 1 MOJIMIIACH O €€ CKO-
peiIeM BbI3IOPOBJIEHUH U Pajid, YTO OHO HACTYIUJIO, — UICKPEH-
He orBeTusa ExatepuHa. MaBpa nokocuiach Ha BEJIMKYIO KHSI-
TMHIO, HO, HE YJIOBUB B r0JIOCE HUYET0, KpoMe HeOOXOAUMOTO UC-
KpPEHHEro COYYBCTBUs, JJACKOBO YJIBIOHYJIaCh, 000OIPSIS:

— 51 0bsA3aTenbHO CeroAHsl e mepeaaM rocyiapsiHe O BaleM
OecroKoiiCTBe U yyacTuM. YBepeHa, Ee BenmuecTBo ¢ ynoBosib-
CTBUEM Y3HAeT, YTO OJIM3KUE MOJISATCS U KEJNAI0T CKOPOTO BbI3I0-
POBJICHUS.

ExarepriHa BeXJIMBO HAKJIOHMJIA TOJIOBY, YTOOBI CKPBITH JIU-
KOBaHUeE U YJbIOKY Ha ry0ax — HUKaK He MOIJia yepKaTb pajocT-
HOT'O YAOBOJILCTBUS — ITPOMCKHU BParoB HEOKUIAHHO pa3pyIImi
JOCTATOYHO CUJIBHBIN MPOTUBHUK. Terneps ummeparpuia Oyner
3HaTh, YTO HACJIEIHUKY NIEPEKUBAIOT, MOJIATCS O HEM, HO HUYEro
U3 MHCTPYKIMH, COCTaBIEHHOI becTykeBbIM, IMU HE HApyIIEHO.

UYepes nenp ExarepuHe mnpencraBuics ciydall IIEJIKHYTb
HEHABUCTHYI0O YOITIOKOBY IO HOCY €€ K€ INpaBUiaMHU. YTPOM,
10 OOBIKHOBEHHMIO, TO(PMENCTEpHHA BOIILIA B TOKOU M B TIPUCYT-



CTBMHM (ppersIvH, ¢ 6e3pa3InIHBIM JIUIIOM, OObSIBHUIIA:

— I'ocynapeina Enuzasera IlerpoBHa rueBaercs Ha Baiue Boi-
COYECTBO U BEJIMKOTO KHA34 32 HEJIOCTAaTOK BHUMAHHUS K €€ CO-
crossHuI0. BBl jaske HM pa3y He Mocjaly y3HaTh, Kak OHa ceOs
YyBCTBYET! DTO HECIIBIXaHHO!

— Bor kak, majam? A KakuM 00pa3oM s U BEJIUKHUHA KHSI3b
MOTJIM OBl TOCTIaTh Y3HATh O CAMOYYBCTBUH HaIIIeH JIIOOMMOM ro-
CyAapblHH, €C/IM HU Bbl, HU Balll My HE YBEJOMMIM Hac 0 6o-
ne3nu Ee BemmuecrBa? Kakoe ydactue Mbl MOXEM NTPUHUMATD
B CTOJIb B)KHOM [IJIsI HAC COOBITHH, €CITM HAC C BEJTMKUM KHSI3eM
He uHdopmupyior? Benp 310 Baa npsimasi 00s3aHHOCTb, Tpa-
(puns, Kak Moel ropMenCcTepUHbI, HE TaK Jiu?

— Bul yTBepk1aeTe, 4To HUYEro He 3HAJIM O OOJNE3HH rocyaa-
pein? Ho 310 110386, Batme BricouectBo! Ha cBane6HOM nmpy BbI
pasroBapuBaim ¢ Maspoii IllyBasioBoii nmeHHO 00 3ToM! I'pa-
(puHA cama cka3zana UMIIEpATPULIE, YTO BBl TOBOPUJIM 3a CTOJIOM
o ee Gomne3Hu!

— Paszymeercsa! Tak u Obuto Bce. Korma rpacuns Illysaso-
Ba cOOOIIMIIAa MHE ITPUYUHY, 1o Kotopoil Ee BennuectBo otcyT-
CTBYET Ha Mpa3/iHUKe, 51 HOAPOOHO paccIipocuia ee, 0o 1Jis Hac
C BEJIMKUM KHSI3eM 3TO TOpe y3HaTh, UTO OJIM3KUI TeOe YeoBeK
OoMeH, a Thl He MMeelllb HU CBEJICHUH O €r0 COCTOSIHUM, HU TIpa-
Ba MOC/IATh YBEJOMHTH OOJBHOTO B CBOEM YYaCTHH M MOJIUTBE O
CKOpEMIIEM BbI31I0pOBJIeHNH. Tak 4To 3TO Balla BUHA, rpauHs,
Barre HecooTBeTcTBHE ClTyX0€!

OueBunHo, cnoBa Exkarepunsl paccepaum YorIokoBy, U Ta



MOKMHYJIA TIOKOM, HEeIOBOJIbHO Oypua cebe mox Hoc. OmHa u3
(peiiuH He BhIIEpKaa, IPeABAPUTELHO YOEIMIach, YTO BO-
KPYT TOJILKO «CBOM», TUXO OOpOHMJIA:

— CTpaHHO OOBUHSTS JIIO/IEN U CEPIUTHCS HAa HUX 32 TO, B YeM
OHHU He ocBeiomiieHb!. ['pacuHst YormokoBa 3a0bIBaeT CBOM 0051-
3aHHOCTH, HO TOJIBKO OHA C CYITPYroM Obljia BIpaBe COOOIUTD O
60J1e3HU Hallel uMrnepatpulbl. Pa3 oHu aToro He caenay, mycTb
U OTBET HecyT nepep rocyaapbineii! Moxer ObiTh, Ee Bennue-
CTBO YBUJIUT, KaK IUIOXO CIIykat eil 3Tu YOrIoKoBbI?

— Haperocs, — Tuxo orBermia Exkarepuna.

EnBa umneparpuiia OKOHYaTeIbHO MOMpaBUiiach, Ha MEPBOM
ke npueme Exarepuna 6e3 crecHeHus noponuia k Enuzasere u
MPOSICHWIIA CUTYAIUIO.

— Baie BenmmuectBo, 1103BOJIbTE BBIPA3UTh BaM PaJOCTb BU-
neth Bac! Beiluio HegopazyMeH1e, Mbl ¢ BEIMKUM KHSI3eM HUYe-
O He 3HaJIM O Barlei O0JIe3HU U HE MOIJIM BbIPA3UTh yUacTHsl. ..

— 3Hato, ronyoOymika, Ekarepuna AnekceeBHa. XOpOIIO XOTb
BepHast MaBpa JON0X1Ia, YTO HEKOTOPBIE JIMIA HE COYJIM BaXK-
HBIM Takoe cOObITHE. 3Hal0, YTO MOJIMJIMCh Bbl O MOEM BbI3JI0-
poBiieHuH, Bce 3Hato. He Gecriokorics, Ha Bac ¢ [lerpom He cep-
KYCb!

Becbma yauBUTENIbHBIM B 3TOT KYTKMU MEPUOJ W3OJISLIAA
OKazaJjicsl BHE3allHbld NOAAPOK, JOCTaBjeHHbld u3 [lapuxka ot
repuorrnan AuranbsT-LepOcTckoit. Bputo ymuBUTENBHO IOTYYUTD
YTO-TMO0 OT MaTepH, MOMYYUTh JOPOrOe M HYXHOE, 1a M BOOO-



1Ie YTO-TO IMOJIyYUTh M3BHE. ['eploruHsa npuciana goyepu Asa
KycKa O0oratoi 1 KpacuBOW MaTepuH.

EkarepriHa ¢ BOCTOProm J1o00Bajach, rjaauiia TKaHb, BOCXH-
majach ee nepearBamu. OHa cpa3y ke pellnsa, 4YTo NoJapuT ee
VMIIEpaTPULIE.

«HyxHo cnenats nogapok Enmzasere. Kak He kanb ¢ HUIMA
paccraBarbCs, HO J1eJI0 BaxkHee. MOKeT ObITh, B OTBET OHA CMSIT-
YUTCSL U OCAaOUT HAI30p? DTOT MOAAPOK HEMIPEMEHHO HYKHO
clienaTh JIMYHO, CaMOW ITPUHECTU U BpyuuTh Ennzasere!»

Bokpyr kpyruica HoBbli kamepausep IlIkypun, npomwioro,
BepHoro EBpennoBa cocnamu B Kazanp. Ekareprna npurisipl-
BAJIACh K CIIyIe, HO JOBEPUS MEKAY HMUMM ITIOKAa HE BO3HUKAJIO.
YenoBek npucaykUBaJl UCIIPABHO, BOT U Celyac MOBOPAYMBAII
TKaHH, KaK OHa ITPOCHUIJIA.

— Peweno! {1 napio stu Tkanu Ee BennuectBy, gymaio, oHM
JOCTOWHBI Halllell rocyaapbiHU. Tak KpacuBbl, OOraThl, — BCIyX
MIPOM3HECIIa BeJIMKasl KHsbkHa. [TpoGiema Oblia JIMIIb B TOM, YTO
Tenepb ¢ UMIepaTpuIieil ObLJIO JOBOJIBHO CJIOKHO BCTPETHTHCS.
Bce, B yeM Bo3HMKasIa HEOOXOOUMOCTh Y Exkatepunsl, ummnepa-
TPHULIE JOKJIAJbIBAJIM HAICMOTPILIMKH. [{71 BcTpeun ¢ rocygapsl-
Heil EkateprHe HyXHO ObUIO TPOCUTH aylueHuu yepe3 Yoro-
KOBY U KIATh BBICOYANIIETO COU3BOJICHUS.

— [Ipubepwn 3TH TKaHW, I BCKOPOCTH TMOWAY K TOCYAapbiHE U
TOrAa X Bo3bMy. Jla CMOTpHM akKypaTHO MOJIOXKU! — MpuKa3ana
BEJIMKAA KHATUHSA KaMepAuHepy. — VI HUKOMY HU4Y€ero He roBopu !
[oknstHKCH!



— Cirymatocs, Bate BeicouectBo, — HU3K0 noksonwics IIky-
PUIH.

EkareprHa mocrienmia nepeiarh CBO Mpock0y O BCTpeue C
umneparpuiieit yepe3 YornokoBy. ['opmeiicrepuna coobmmna,
YTO UMIIEPATPULIA TIPUMET BEIMKYIO KHSIKHY B IIOHE/IETIbHUK, TO
ectb yepe3 naBa aHs. OcraBanock HaOpaTbesi Tepnenusi. Exare-
puHa aaxe noMeurana: Enuzasera nodnaronapur ee 3a Mojapok,
00513aTeJIbHO OTBETUT, OHU MOOOJITAIOT, BHINBIOT Yalo, TOCYAapbl-
Hs NIPEJIIOKUT puHecTd ExatepuHe Kode, KOTOPHIA Ta JIOOHT.
[IpunBopHbIE OyAyT IIYIIyKAThCS MO yIIaM, HO IJIABHOE — M-
niepaTpuLa CMATYUT CBOE OTHOLIEHUE K Hel, Bellb ExarepuHa ee
YBaXXaeT U IIOYUTAET, OHA HE CUMTAET rocyaapbiHio BparoM. [Ipo-
CTO HE TaK CJIOKUJIMCh OOCTOSTEbCTBA, HO BElb BCE MOXKHO I10-
MPaBUT. . .

B noHenenpHUK yTpOM, KOrja BEJIMKYI0 KHSKHY OAEBAJIH, B
KOMHATY BIUIbLIa YOI/IOKOBA U C PaBHOAYIITHBIM BUIOM COOOITH-
na:

— I'ocynapeina Enmuzasera IlerpoBra mpocut nepenarsb, 4To
el IPULUIKCH 10 JyLIe MaTepuu, KOTOpble Bl e nepegand. Ee
BenmyecTBO ocTapisieT ofHy cede, a Ipyryio BO3BpaliaeT BaM.

— Kak?! — ExkarepuHa oTMaxHyJ1ach OT (PpeiIMHbI, YTO MoJa-
BaJIa el JIeHTy [t OaHTa Ha pyKaBe. — Kak BbI mocmenu OTHe-
ctu 6e3 MeHs1 MO# nofapok rocyaapsiHe?! § He mpocuia Bac 00
sroM! Jla BbI BOOOIIE HE MOIJIM 3HATh MOUX TUIAHOB B OTHOIIIE-
HUU rojapka Matepu! 1o nomuio! 1o HU3Ko! Bel imimim MeHs
npasa czenarb 310 camon! [To kakomy npaBy?! — EkaTepuny yxe



TPSICJIO OT 'HEBA, OHA B3MaxuBajla pyKaMu, BCKOUMJIA CO CTy/a
Y LIBBIPHYJIA B CTEHY PacyecKy, KOTOPYIO BBIXBATWIIA Y MAPUK-
Maxepa. Ha rpomkue kpuku coexanich (ppeiaInHbl U3 Apyrux
KOMHar.

— Bame BricodyecTBO, 1 He chenajla HUYEro, 4yro Obl MHE
HU IIPENKChIBAJIa UHCTPYKLIMS, MOAITMCAHHAS HAIlleW FOCYy1aphl-
Hen!

— Bol coBepuniin nogsiocts! OTKyzna BaM CTajio U3BECTHO O
martepusx? O6 3Tom 3Ha TonbKo Jiakei IIkypuH, 9TO0 OH MeHs
npegan?! HemenieHHo yBonuts Heropss!

— Bame BricouectBo, Bo3bmuTe cebs1 B pyku! LLkypuH b
BBITIOJTHWI MIPEATNMUCaHN A, OH Nepeall Ballle jxkesiaHre MHe. V1 Bl
He MocMeeTe YBOJMUTh ero 0e3 paspernieHusi Ee Bennuecrtsa, —
HacrauBasia YormokoBa. OHa BBICOKO MOAHSAJA TOJIOBY; MPUAA-
Basl (purype ocaHky, OT4ero pacnpsmMuiach eie Oosbiie. Cra-
pasiacb ToBOpUTh THXO. [IOpoI0 CppIBaach Ha KPUK, HO TYT Xke
BHOBB Opasia cebs1 B pyku. [losiBieHue (hpeiiinH Mpuaaio en cui
— HY’KHO MIMEHHO ceiuac 1MoKa3arbh 3HAYMMOCTh CBOEH 0COOBI 1
Oe3rpaHuyHbIE MpaBa, KOTOPHIMU HA/IE/IWJIA €€ UMIIepaTpHIIA.

— S mpucraBnena k Bamemy BricouecTBy, uTOOBI Uepe3 MeHs
BeJIMCh Bce neperoBopbl. Camu Bbl HE JIOJIKHBI pa3roBapUBaTh
¢ Ee Nmneparopckum BenmnuecTBoMm, s rOBOpUJIa BaM, YTO 3TO
npukas rocygapeiiu Enuzasets! [leTpoBHBI, 1 HapylaTh €ro s
He HamepeHa! U ecnu BbI, Baiie BoicouecTBo, 3anamMsaTOBaM, TO
sl HAIIOMHIO BaM, YTO BCe Ball (DPEITUHBI U CITyTH 00SI3aHbI Tie-
penaBarh BCE, YTO Bbl TOBOPUTE, — MHE. D10 uX 1oir. [kypun



BBIIOJIHWJI CBOM JIOJIT U JOJIOKWII, a 1 cBoM — oTHecaa Ee Benu-
4yecTBy Matepru. Mbl 00a cziena MpaBuiIbHO, KaK TpeOyeT hH-
crpykuus Ee Bennuecrsa!

Exarepuna crosina nepen YornokoBoit u Gosblile He CHOPU-
na. Ee ek mbiiaay OT CThia W FHEBA, HO OHA B3siia cels B
PYyKH, Iepedopoia JKelaHue PacTUIakaThCsl — HAACMOTPINHUIIA He
JOXAETCS.

«TakoBa Mos cynpOa, TeprneTb OT HUYTOKHEUIIIEro YenoBeKa
YHUKEHUSI» .

BrickazaBmmcs, YornokoBa nNOBEpPHY/IACh K 3aCTHIBLIMM
(ppeitiiuHamM, Te B3APOrHYIM OT HEOKMIAHHOCTH M OIMYCTHIIU
B3IJISIIbI B TTOJ.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npenocraBieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.
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