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enn3 Poounc
IIup okoHueH

YACTD IIEPBAA

I'maBa 1

XO0JIOIHBIM HOSIOPBCKMM JJHEM, B YEThIpE yaca Mocje MOMyIHs, HaKMMas KHOIKY 3BOHKA B
Macrepckor Credpana becra, oHa 3Hana, 4TO NpUIILIA CI0AA B NIOCJIEAHUN pas.

Bosnbliie oHa HUKOrAa He HaBecTUT ero, OHa Tak yacTo ObIBajia 371€Ch, YTO €l OBUIO 3HAKOMO
BCE OT BXOJIHOM JBepM M BBepxX Mo Bcell secTHule (CtedaH KM Ha cCaMOM BEpXY M JI0 HEro ObUIo
POBHO CTO JIECATh CTyINEHeK). Bee 31eck BeTxoe u rpsasHoe. [lepenenannsiii 1oM B 3axygaioM I oue-
crep-poya. Kpacka Ha 1Bepu oOmynuiack, CTEKJIO ObLIO Pa3OMTO U €ro 3aKJIeHIN KOPUIHEBO Oyma-
roii. Bepona BcnoMHMJIa Ty HOYb, KOrjga pa3ouian crekio. OIHy U3 MHOTHX BeCesbIX, CUaCTIMBBIX
HOYEW, KOTOPYIO OHA IPOBEJa 3[eCh C APYTMMH yuyeHHKaMu Akagemuun XynoxecTs, y Credana —
CaMOTO CTapuIero ¥ TAJIAHTJIMBOTO U3 HUX.

Tpu roga Bepona nocemana te ke Kjiaacchl ¥ Jekiyy, 4to u Credan. Yuammecs AxkagemMun
ObLIM JPYKHBI U JIOBOJIBHO 4YacTO NMPOBOAMJIM BpeMs BMeCTe, HaBellaau Apyr Apyra. Hekortopsle,
Kak HarpuMep, Bepona u Mapraper Ilo, xwumm ¢ pogurensamu. binsusamku Hoanb u 9senun Tep-
HEepbI JIe/TWIM KBapTupy Herozaneky oT Credana. Ixeddpu Xoprang 1 ero sxkeHa, 00a XyI0KHUKA U
MOJIOIOKEHBI, UMen JoMUK B FOsxHOM Kencnnrrone. Kax bl o ouepeay ycrpanBal BEUEPUHKH. . .

[MuBo, GyTepOpOABl NI COCUCKU. .. HUKTO He 0kua OOJbIero, HUKTO M He MOT OOJIBIIEro
npenoctaBuTh. ViM ObUIO HE 10 MUTaHMS, HAO ObLJIO KOMHTH TPOIIM HA JOPOTUE XYHOKECTBEHHbIE
Marepuastbl. Kpacku, KUCTH, XOJICTBI ¥ pamMbl ObUTM B 9T BpEMeHa OTHIOIb He JICIIIEBHI.

Crean OblT caMbIM OOECHEYEHHBIM Cpey HUX, HO BCErJa Ka3aycsl caMbiM OeaHBbIM. Boib-
MIMHCTBY M3 HUX OBLIO ABAjLIATh C XBOCTHKOM, €My K€ BCe JBaalarh BoceMb. OH MPOCITYKUIT BO
(roTe Bce NATH JIET BOMHBI 1 ObUT IeMOOMIM30BaH C OIaroqapHOCTBIO TPH rofja Ha3a[ Mocje Toro,
KaK C JIETKMM paHEHHEM IpoJieskal Mecsll B rocruTaie. C Tex Imop OH BEJl )KU3Hb, K KOTOPOH BCeraa
CTPEMMWJICS: )KU3HB Xyl0kHUKA. CTepaH Beeraa xoTen pucoBarb. BepoHa, 1a 1 Bce OCTaslbHbIe, 3HAA,
YTO OH OTMEYEH TaJaHTOM. DTy UCKPY TeHHAJIBbHOCTH HE CMOIVIA 3arMyIIUTh Ja)e BOSHHas CIlyk0a
Y HECKOJIBKO OTBPATUTEJIBHBIX SMU30[0B Ha MOABOJHOM JIOJKE.

Ho y Credpana emie He 66110 BO3MOKHOCTH cienath uMsi. OH Bce elle yUmJIcs, XOTs1, IO MHEHHIO
BepoHsl, OH Mor Obl CaM YK€ YYUTh CBOMX IpernoJaBaTesieil.

UroOsbl 3apaboTaTh Ha ku3Hb, CTedaHy NMPUXOIUIOCH BBINOIHATH KOMMEpUECKHe paboThI:
WLTIOCTPALMK U OOJIOKKM 11 KHUT. OH e XOTeJl CTaTh MOPTPETUCTOM U IHUCAJ BCEX JIEBOYEK Ha
cBoeM Kypce. Korga onn He paborany, To 0X0THO no3upoBain. Bee xorenun, uroosl Crean Hamu-
caj ux noprper. A BepoHa nosuposana emy 6osblie, yeM KTo-1160. 1 Bce 06 3ToM 3Ham. Credan
Hares1 B Hel uieasbHylo Uit ce0st Mozienib. OHa Obula AEBYIIKOM ero «Ttuma». CTpoiiHasi, B CTHIIC
Poccetu, ¢ MOJIOUHOM KOXXel, ppIKEBAaTO-KAILITAHOBBIMU BOJIOCAMH, BBICOKUMU CKYJIaMU, OOJIBIIMMHU
ITPO3pavyHBIMU IJIa3aMM U HEKHBIM, 3aJyMUYMBbIM BbipaxxeHneM. Ctedal yTBepkaal, uyTo y BepoHsl
caMble KpacuBble PyKH, KOTOpbIE OH KOIIa-au00 BUAEN Y KeHUIMHBI. [103TOMy He TOJIBKO OH, HO U
Apyrue OIHOKYPCHHMKH IO OYEPEIN PUCOBAIIM JUIMHHBIE, XOPOILO CJIOKEHHbIE PyKH Beponsl ¢ coBep-
LIEHHBIMU OBAJIbHBIMUA HOI'TSIMU.

Cama Bepona He Opazach 3a Macio. AKBapeu. .. U3SIIHO HAITMCAHHBIE Ne3aK1 HECKOJIbKUX
CTapbIX KpPaCUBBIX CKBEPOB U YL JIOHIOHA, ¢ OrPOMHBIM BHUMAHUEM K AETAJISAIM — BOT €€ IIPUCTPa-
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crue. [leByika He CIMIIKOM Bepuiia B CBOU CIIOCOOHOCTH, HO 000OXauia skuBomuch. OHa morsoniasna
BCIO €€ )KU3Hb.

B Akanemuu ropopuiid, uto Bepona nogaet Hagexipl. Ctean yTBepxkIai TO ke camoe. 1o
ObLI0 camoe Oosbirioe mooriperne. Koneuno ke, Ctedan ObuT BMIOOTEH B Hee. DTO 3HAIU BCe, U
Bepona toxe. M mo3toMy-To Bce OBUIO TaK TPYAHO U MEYaTbHO, KOO OHAa COOMPAach BHIATH 3aMYK
3a gpyroro. CtedaH U ee UCKYCCTBO, ee CTapble Ipy3bs, ee cTapasi )KU3Hb JOJUKHBI OTHBIHE OTOUTH
Ha BTOPO#i TuiaH. BepoHa BeiOpasna asisi cedst HOBYIO, COBEPIIEHHO MHYIO SKU3Hb.

W Teneps el npeacTosi npoianbHelil BU3UT K CTedany.

JleByIlIKa BBIIIUIA U3 CBOETO JI0Ma Ha X3IMIICTE]l B XOPOIIIEM HACTPOSHUH U C YBEPEHHOCTHIO B
cBoeli TBepaocTi. OHa 3Hasa, uyTo BCTpeTuT conpoTupiieHre Ctedana. OHa yke BUJENIa 3TO CO CTO-
POHBI CBOMX JIPY3€ii, KOTOpbIe OTKPOBEHHO CKa3aJv €H, UTO OHa JeJIaeT YKacHyIo OIuOKy 1 n30pasa
He Toro yesnoseka. Ho BepoHa nmpuroroBusiach CToAATh HA CBOEM U 3alMIIaTh CBOE pelienue. M korna
OHa exana B aBToOyce k Bpomnron Poyn, oOnymana Bce, uro ckaxer Credany, copmyrupoBaia
apryMeHTBI, KOTOPHIMU YOEIUT ero B CBOEH MpaBoTe.

Ho, Koryia oHa HaXaja KHOIKY 3BOHKA y CTOJIb 3HAKOMOM €Ml IBepH, HEMOKOIeOMMOCTh U yBe-
PEHHOCTh HECKOJIbKO TIOKMHYJHM ee. Bce Oyzmer He Tak rmpocto. BepoHa moHsM 31O, Korja BYepa
BeuepoM coobmmia Credany o cBoeit momonBke ¢ Popocom [[xeddpeproHom.

Credan ObLT OTPSICEH.

Ei1 npunutocs no3BOHUTD 1BaXk bl Ipexke yeM CredaH Mogoles K JBepy. 3aTeM OH LIMPOKO
pacrnaxHy ee, eBa B3IJISTHYJI Ha Hee, TIOBEPHYJICS U JOBOJIbHO Ipy0o MoIies 00paTHO B MacTePCKyIo,
Jepka B OTHOM pyKe NAJUTPY, a B JPYroil KUCTb.

— 4 kax pa3 koe-urto Hamrymnai. Tel U3BUHMIIL MEHs, s1 HA MUHYTKY? — IIPOTOBOPHUI OH.

— Pazymeercs, — orBeTriia Bepona.

Ho korna nieByiika 3akpbiBajia 3a COO0i JBepb, HACTPOEHHE ee erlle OOoJIbIIe UCOPTHIIOCh. OHa
BOIILTa B KOMHATY, B KoTopoii Ctedan 1 padoTa, u crai, u eJl.

Bepona HMKOTrIa HE BU/IENa ero TAKMM HEPSIUTMBBIM. U Bce ke ee cepiie JpOrHyJio, KOrjua oHa
[JIsTHYJIa Ha €ro BBICOKYIO (pUTypy, CIUIIKOM TOIIYIO M YyTOUKY CcCyTyJIeHHy. Ha HemM ObliM OuKH
B POTOBO#1 OMpaBe, yepe3 KOTOpble OH CMOTpeJT Ha CBOIO KapTuHY. Ero TeMHble, kKeCTKUe BOJIOCH y
KOHIIOB 3aru0anmch BBepx. Bot, nymana Bepona, 31ech crout Credas, XyI0XKHUK. .. MUAJIBIA, B3BUH-
YEHHBIN, BHICOKO MHTEJUIMTEHTHBIN YeJIOBEK, 0 Oe3yMusl TOOSIIUN Bce KPacuBOe, MPUCTPACTHBIN
KO BCEMY XYJOKECTBEHHOMY 1 HEIOMIOOIMBAIONINI YCIOBHOCTH, MEJIOYHOCTD, & B OCOOEHHOCTH AMC-
[UTUTAHY.

Kaxk eit Oyner ero HemoctaBath. Pa3 wim 1Ba 3a mocieHee JIETO €ro JACKU U MoLenyr Bo30y-
o B BepoHe oTBeTHOE KenaHue, UcIyrasiiee ee cBoei cuiioil. Ho oHa HU pa3y He moTtepsiia KOH-
TpoJb HaJ| coboi. OHa He pazzensia B3rsAap CtedpaHa Ha Opak, Jierkoe OTHOIIICHHE K TOMY, UTO B
BUKTOPHAHCKYIO 310Xy Ha3bIBAJIOCH «TrpexoM». OHa Oblila BOCITUTAHA B TPATUIIMOHHOM CEMbE, U XOTS
cama OblTa XyIOXKHUIIEH, yBaxaya CTPOrve rpaHuIIbl MOpau !

Credan no-npexxHeMy He oOpaIiai Ha Hee BHUMAHUS.

Bepona poOko nofomnia K HeMy U 3arjisiHy/1a dyepes 1iedo.

Aro 61 moptpeT [13TCH, T0UKM MPUBPATHHUKA, KUBYIIIETO Ha TIEPBOM 3Taxe. JIeBATUICTHSAS
JIeBOYKA C YIUBUTEILHO CBETIO-TOTYOBIMU IJ1a3aMU U TUKUMU JKYHIJISIME KYJIPSIIEK, CJIOBHO BhIpe-
3aHHBIMU U3 YEPHOTO JiepeBa. Y Hee ObLIo oOastHre 71bga — rpsa3Horo 1 030pHoro. CredaH cxBaTui
BCIO €€ MPOKA3JIMBOCTh U KPACOTY, B3SIBIIMXCS OOT BeCTh OTKyna. OTell 1eBOYKH ObLT MbsSHULIEH, a
MplaHgka Math — Hepsixod. Ho moptper Obl1 mpocTto motpsicaioni. BepoHa 3a0biia BAPYT BCE CBOM
nedanu. Bee, 4To B Hel OBUIO OT XY/IOKHUIIBI, BIPYT 3arOBOPUJIO OCTPBHIM TPEUyBCTBHEM.

— O, Credan, mpocTo BOCXUTUTESIBHO. DTO OyeT JIydlliasi Belllb Ha TBOSH BHICTABKE.

Credan He 00epHYIICS K HEl, UTOOBI OTBETUTh, HO JIEBYIIIKA BUJIENA, KAK OH CJIETKa TPUTIOH ST
TUIEY0, MAaKHYJI KUCTh B OyThUIb C IIMHEHOM, BBITEP €€ O TPAIOYKY M, C/ENAB Iar Ha3a/, HACKOYMIT
Ha Bepony.
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Credan u3BUHMIICS, BCE €Ille He IS/l Ha Hee U He OTPBIBAsSICh OT MOPTPETa.

Cepniie BepoHsl BAPYr CHIIBHO 3acTy4daso, OfeHble IEKH MOPO30BEIr U OHA BO3MYIIIEHHO
3aroBopuIa:

— Henp3s1 mm 3axeub OroHs, 371€ch JiestHon xooz. S 3amep3na.

Credan o0epHYJICS M IOCMOTpE Ha Hee. A MOTOM, MOKJIOHUBIIHCH, C IPEYBETMUSHHON BEK-
JIMBOCTBIO OTBETUJT:

— IIpomury npoineHusi, HO sl He YyBCTBYIO xosona. Ho ecim BaM yromHo, st ceiivac ke 3aTOILTio.

OH CHsJT 0YKH, TIOPBUICS B KAPMaHE M BHITAILIWI IBe OAHKHOTHI B MOJIKPOHBI U OHY JECSATH-
IIWJUTMHTOBYIO. 3aTeM YepTBhIXHYJICS cebe MoJ] HOC.

Bepona cpa3sy ke Haluia CBOI0 CyMOYKY ¥ BBIYJIA ITHJUTAHT.

—V wmens ectb onuH, CredaH.

OH B3s1J1 IEHBI'Y U 3aTEM CYHYJI € MOJIKPOHBI.

BepoHa nbITanach BEpHYTh MOHETY.

— He Gecniokoiicst, moxanyiicTa, MHEe He Hy’KHa cllada.

Credan oTkazajicst B35Th Y Hee MOHETY Y TIOJIOKUJI IIUWJUIMHT B CYETUUK.

— Bo3bMU MIWIMHT U MIECTUNIEHCOBHUK U OT/ai OeIHsAKaM, KOT/a MOWeIIb B BOCKPECEHbE B
LIEPKOBb, — NPOHUYECKHU TIPOTOBOPHII OH, TIOAHOCS CITMYUKY M 3aKHUT'asi Ta30BbIA KAMHUH, KOTOPBIA TYT
e IIIyMHO 3alluIie)t.

— Botock, uTO 51 CerofHs He CIMIIKOM rOCTeNpPUUMMEH. — 100aBui oH. — CKOpO 51 TIOCTaBIIO
YallHUK. A BOT MEpPEeKycUTb y MeHs Heuero. Thl He Bo3pakaellb?

Bepona 3akycuiia ry0y U CKpUBHIIach, CIIOBHO COOMpaach 3aruiakars. OHa IpOroBOpuIa;

— Y0 TH UMeelTb B BUILY, KOI/Ia TOBOPHIIIb O IIEPKBU?

CredaH cyHys pyKH B KapMaHbl M YTPIOMO TIOCMOTPEIT Ha Hee.

— 4 monaraio, T Tenepp OyAelIb PeryIsipHO MOCeNaTh EPKOBb, Pa3 YK Thl pelIiia MopBaTh
BCE CBSI3M C SI3BIYECKUM MHPOM MCKYCCTBA M CTaTh BBICOKO pecrieKTadebHOM keHou odwuiiepa Ero
Bennuecrsa.

BepoHa rioTtHyna Bo3ayx.

— To1 HepoBonien, Credan?

— Hecomuenno. He mMory cka3artb, 4TO s OT 3TOrO B BOCTOpre.

— W1 Bce-Takm, moyeMy MHUpP HUCKYCCTBA JOJKEH OBITh si3bdeckuM? Pa3zBe HeT XylOXKHUKOB,
KOTOPBIE ITOCEIIAIOT LIEPKOBb?

Credan paccmesiicsi, HO CMeX ero ObLT TOPHKHM.

— Jletouka, He HaJIO aHAM3UPOBATh. 1 He COOMPAIOCh BCTYMATh C TOOOM B 1Ie0ATH HA TEMY:

«JlomKeH Xy/I0KHUK XOAUTH B IIEPKOBb WM HET?»

— Her, To1 ipocTO XOUEIIh HArpyOUTH, — OTBETHIIA JIEBYIIKA.

— VI3BMHHU, — KPaTKO IPOrOBOPHII OH.

Bepona 6opornace ¢ kenanueM 3ariakatb. OHa He 3Hasa, yto Ctedad MOr ObITh TAKMM He00-
pbiM. U Bce ke, MOKa ee HaMOJTHEeHHBIE CIe3aMHU TJla3a ¢ YIIPEKOM CMOTPENU CKBO3b JUIMHHBIE IIIeI-
KOBHCTBIE PECHUIIBI, OHA BAPYT 3aMETHJIa, Kakoy Oone3HeHHbI Bua Obu1 y Credana.

Credan Bect HuKOr/1a He ObLT KPACHBBIM B OOIIETIPUHATOM cMBbIc/ie. CIIMIITKOM XYIOW U yTJIO-
BaThIi, C KPYITHBIM HOCOM U OOJIBIIINM, CApJIOHUYECKU CKPUBJIEHHBIM pTOM. TONBKO CBETIIO-Kapue
r71a3a ero ObLTM IpUMedaTeIbHbl — HeoObIYaiiHoO Oosblve u Onectsmue. Kazanock, uto oHM 00sa-
JAI0T MOYTH YCTPAIIAONIEH CUION IPOHUKATh BIIIYOb JIIOZIEH 1 Bellen.

VBujes, kak cribHO u3Menuics Credan, Bepona cmsirymiiacs. Eif mpuiiuio B rojiopy, 4to OH
O0JIeH, TOTOMY YTO HeCUacTeH. YAap OT HOBOCTH, KOTOPYIO OHa eMy BUepa Be4epoM CoOOIInIIa, OKa-
3aJicsl CHJIbHEe, YeM OHa Mpefroarana.

Bepona crosina, misias Ha Hero CKBO3b TyMaH CJ1e3, M 9yBCTBOBaJIA ce0sl Uy Th-4yTh UCITyTaHHOM.

— Oi1, Credan, — mporoBopusa oHa BAPYT C Ip0oxkbio. — Thl OUeHb 3071 Ha MeHs?

OH cTuCHYI 3yObl, 3aTE€M HEJIETIO YJIBIOHYJICS.
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— Yro 3a rnymsiii Bonpoc, Bepona? [ouemy 51 nomkeH ObITh 3011, Pa3Be KTO-HUOYIb 3MUTCS HA
M3BEpXKEHUE BYJKAHA WM MPWIMBHYIO BOJIHY, I TOPHAA0? 3011 — 3TO He To cioBo. Her, s He 307
Ha TeOs1, s MPOCTO TIIyOOKO MOTPSICEH, BOT U BCe.

JleByIiIka MoK pacHena 10 KOpHEH BOJIOC U MCIYTaHHO TJISIHYJIA Ha HEro.

— Ilouemy norpsicen? Crepan cHOBa 3acMeslICs.

— IIa, s He To ckazaul. [Touemy IEHCTBUTENBHO 51 IOJKEH OBITh «IOTpsiceH» ? Enre omHo mayparl-
KOE CJIOBO, TIOUTH TaKOE JKe HEYMECTHOE, KaK U «30J1». Hesb3s ObITh MOTPSICEHHBIM BYJIKAHOM, ITPH-
JIMBOM WJIM TOpHA0. IIpocTo mosyyaenb CTpaIIHbBIi yaap, KOTOPHIA BHIOMBAeT U3 paBHOBecHs. 51
YyTOUKY BHE ceOs. BeposTHO, TO3TOMY 1 TAaKOM HECTOBOPUMBBINA. Thl BHINJISIMIID YyTOUKY O3sI0IIIEH,
noporasi. inu morpeit pyku y KaMuHa, TOKa sl CBapraHio tede Jaid.

Cre3bl BHICOXJIM HA PECHUIIAX JEBYIIKH, €ro JieAssHas 3700a 1 BpakIeOHOCTh CBEJIM HA HET
BO3HHUKIIYIO ObLIO kanocTh. OHA OKMHYJIA €ro MyCThIM B3MJISIOM, Mpolia K KaMUHY, OMYyCTHJIACh
riepe]] HUM Ha KOJICHH U MPOTsIHYJIA PYKH K KPAaCHOMY, HICITyCKaeMOMY U3 pa3OUTON pelieTKH, TeTLTy.

Kaxkoe-to mraosenne Credan Bect cTosi1 HenmoABUAKHO, OIISI/IBIBAS €€ TOJIOMHBIM, My4UTEb-
HBIM B3JIs110M. Kak XyJOKHUK OH BOCXMIIAJICS PEIKON KPACOTOM STUX JJIMHHBIX, TOHKMX MaJIbIEB,
Ka3aBIIMXCS MOYTH TPO3pavuHbIMU Ha (poHe orHs1. OJJHOBPEMEHHO OH YJIOBUJI OJIECK HOBOTO KOJIbIIA Ha
neBoii pyke. CiepkaHHbIl OprIIbTHTHK. BeposaTHo, momapok Popbcea [Ixeddeprona npu momMoBKe.

B HeMm BCmbIXHY/IA ¥ LIETMKOM MM 3aBjiajiefia TOYTH JUKapcKas PeBHOCTb, U OH MCITyTaJics,
UCITYTaJICs, YTO METHETCSI BIIEPE/I, IOBAIUT CTOSIIIYIO HAa KOJICHSIX JIEBYIIIKY, 3aITyTaeT CBOM MaJIbIbl
B 9TU TBUIAIONIME KAIITAHOBBIE BOJIOCHI, PACTIABIINECS] POCKOIIHBIMU 3aBUTKAMU T10 €€ TieyaM, U
3aIyIIUT €e... BbIXKAB KU3Hb U3 ITON JUIMHHOU, CTPOMHOM I11er, KOTOPYIO TaK YacTO PUCOBAJI U KOTO-
poii moboBacs.

Credan BCIOMHWI, KaK OIHAX/Ibl CKa3aJl eil:

— V T1ebs1, MUsIeHbKas, 1iesi, KOTopble JIoOmM Bo BpemeHa Tionopos. Illeiika Bpone Toi, 4To
obl1a y AHHBI Borneiin. §1 jerko Mory ee mpencTaBuTh JIexkallel Ha ruiaxe najava.

Bepona cmestiach, B3iparuBajia ¥ TOBOpUJIa, YTOOB OH He ObUT TakuM MpoTUBHBIM. Ctedan
CMesJICs, 3aTeM IIeJIOBaJl U C HEKHOCTBIO TIAIWI MpeKpacHyio Jiebenunyio meo. Ho 310 Hukoraa
yxe He noproputcs. Hukorma Gosnbiiie OH He OyieT CMesThCsl ¢ Hell, M pUCOBAaTh €€, KPUTUKOBATh ee
aKBapeJu, 00a1aloIIe HEKOTOPHIMU JIOCTOMHCTBAMHM, XOTS 32 HUMH U HE 4yBCTBOBAJIOCH OCOOOTO
TasaHTa. BepoHa, Ha ero B3misil, MorJia Obl Pa3BUTh CBOM CIIOCOOHOCTH, €CJTH Obl OOJIBIIIE TPYIUIACH.

A Teniepb oHa BHIXOAMT 3aMyX. [Tocie 3BoHKa Beponsl k Hemy 3axoauia Maprapet. Ona Obuta
Jy4iuei noxpyroid BepoHsl u cuMrtana, 4yTo Ta CBUXHY/Ach. BepoHa Bcero Mecsi| Ha3aj BCTpeTUIa
storo Popbca y KaKoro-To CBOEro Kys3eHa, KOTOPBIA CIYKWI B apMUU M CITYXKWJ MOJ HAYAJIOM Y
dopbca. PopOC ObUT KAAPOBBIM. .. OH TOJIBKO UYTO MOTYYHII CBOE MAlOPCTBO, €My ObLJIO TPUALIATD, U
OH OTBa)XHO MPOIIIEN BCIO BOUMHY, 3aC/IyKUB LEJbIA psg Menaneid. Bo BpeMs aHIIMIACKOW KaMITaHU!
¢ Pommerniem ero panuiio B mpaByio pykKy.

Bepona cBuxHyack, ckazaia Mapraper, eciiv CAMTaeT, 4TO MOKET CUACTIIMBO BBIMTH 32 apMe-
CcKoro oduriepa. Y Hee He TOT XapakTep, YTOObI IIaTaThCs 10 UMITEPUH BCJIe 3 (piraroM U BeCTu rap-
HU30HHYIO JKM3Hb B apMENCKUX MocesKax. KUTh cpefiu JIofeld, KOTOphIe, 33 PEIKUM HCKITIOUEHUEM,
MHTEPECYIOTCS TOJILKO apMHEH, TTOBBIIIIEHUEM TI0 CITyk0e, TIEHCUsIMHU U CIIOPTUBHBIMU Urpamu. Huka-
KO x)uBomnucy. Takoe cylecTBOBaHME U B TAKOM KOMITAHUM OYeHb CKOPO HaJOECT eit 10 cMepT. OHa
CJIMIIIKOM MHTEJUTUTEHTHA M YyBCTBUTENIbHA. UTO e KacaeTcsi caMoro keHrxa, To Mapraper BcTpe-
yaJia ero y BepoHsl 1 onucalia Kak «BecbMa IPUSITHOTO UCTUHHO aHIJIMICKOTro oduiiepa». OJHAKO OH
BBITJISIZIEI OYE€Hb MUJIO M Mapra pelua, 4To y Hero ecTh JIMuHble cpesicTBa. OH ObUT CHIHOM IeHepaa
C apMEVCKUMHU TPAAUIMSIMH B CEMbBE.

Credan nputsHyn BepoHy k cebe u mpuxkascs JUIOM K €€ CJIaJKO MaxHYIMM BOJHUCTHIM
BOJIOCaM.

— Bepona, Bepona, — mientan oH ee ums. leBymika cpa3y pacrasiiia U Mo3Bojuia OOHATh ceds,
oHa npmxanach kK CredaHy U j1ackaia ero rpyoblie BOJIOCH CBOUMU JITTAHHBIMU HEXXHBIMU PYKaMH.
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— O, Credan, goporoii, npoctu mens. [aBait ocranemcs Apy3bsMu, Hy noxanyiicra, Ctedan.

«Jlpy3bsi» OBUIO CJIOBHO XOJIOMHBIM MYII Ha BCIBIXHYBINYIO B HeM cTpacTb. OH BBITYCTHI
Bepony, He norenoBas ee, MOBEPHYJICS U MOIIET Ha KyXHIO.

— $1 mydIe mocTapio YaiHUK, — Pe3KO OPOCKIT OH Yepes TUIeYo.

Bepone crano kapko, ¥ OHa NMOYyBCTBOBAJIAa 3aMeIAaTeIbCTBO, TaK KaK He 3Hajla: HA 4YTO CKa-
3aTh, HU YTO CIEJIaTh, M 4y Th BeximmnHyna. OHa ucnyranace 3a Credana. Eil nelicTBUTENIBHO HE XOTe-
JIOCh TEepATh ero ApYx0y, HO 3TO ObLJIO Majio peajbHO, a MOXKET ObITh, U BOBCE HeBO3MOXKHO. CTe-
(pan Tak TAKEIO BOCIPUHSLI €€ TTOMOJIBKY. .. ropa3io Xyxke, yeM MepeHa nipenmnonaraia. U Bce xe,
BBITHpPAst CTOJ Mepeji Ta30BBIM KAMUHOM, JPOXka OT XOJI0[a U BOJIHEHUSI, OHA TIOUYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK ee
KaJIOCTh U ITyOoKoe couyBcTBre CTedhaHy CMEHWIMCh YYBCTBOM OOHIBI.

OH kak cobaka Ha ceHe. CaM He XOUeT KEHUThCS U HE JKEJNAeT MO3BOJIMTH 3TOTO JPYrOMY.
Tak HeuecTHO. Heckonmbko MecsiiieB Ha3a, Jaxke MeHblle BepoHa Obuta Tak BimoOieHa B Hero. OHa ¢
PaJOCTHIO BHIILIA OBl 32 HETO C COTJIACHUSI CBOMX pofuTesiel nim 6e3 Hero. Ho OH XxoTes nosyYnTh cBoe
6e3 3Toro, Ho He cMor. U BOT pe3yabTar — oHa Bmoomiack B Apyroro. ®opoc ObU1 OIHOM MPOTUBO-
nosiokHOCThI0 CTedhaHy — comiaT 10 MO3ra KOCTeH, YXOKEHHbIH, KPACUBBIH, JIOBKUN U a0COIOTHO
HOPMAJIbHBIN.

Cre3bl Ha pecHHIIAX BBICOXJIM, U JIEBYIIIKA CHOBa ycrokousaack. OHa cujena u KpyTuia Opu-
JBbSHTHK, Tymas o PopOce, M TOM, KaKOoW OH XOPOIIUHI U JOOPHIH U, TJIAaBHOE, TIOTPSICAIONIE HAEeK-
HBIA. MaMa 1 nana o6oxaiot ero. Mamouka cka3asia, 4To TaKuX, Kak OH, — OIMH Ha MUJUTHOH U, XOTSI
U JKaJIKO, YTO OH B apMUHM U Y Hee, BepoHsl, He OyAeT MOCTOSITHHOTO JJOMa, B TOJIb3y 9TOro Opaka Bce
K€ TOBOPUT MHOTOe: MyK C TOJIOKeHHEeM M mojjepxkor. OHa HUKOrga He XoTesa, yToOsl BopoHa
Obl1a CBsI3aHa C «OOTeMIIIMHON» M BCETAa COoXkaJlena O ee YBIeUEHUU KMBOMUCHIO M TO/1aX, MOTpaveH-
HBIX Ha OOyueHre B AkaseMuu XyI0KeCTB.

Terneps ¢ 3tuM ObUTO IOKOHYEHO. [osiBnieHue B ee xu3Hu Popdca IxeddepToHa MOTHOCTHIO
W3MEHUJIO ee.

OHa cujena Tuxasi, pazaymbiBasi, noka Credan rotoBui yai.
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I'taBa 2

WX yaenmrre noaxoamio K KoHiy. CtedaH BB ABE YalIKU U CheJl TOJICTHIN JIOMOTh XJieOa
C CBIPOM, KaJJHO MPOIJIOTHB €ro, CJIOBHO ymupal ¢ ronoay. U ve cmorpen Ha Bepony.

Oma ors/pIBasa CTYMIO, 3HAKOMbIE KAPTUHBI HA CTEHAaX, OOJIbIIIEH YacThio HAIMMCAHHBIE Mac-
JioM riopTpeThl. HeMHOrue kapaHnaariHsie HAOPOCKH, MPHUIITHUIIEHHbIE K cTeHam. Han kamuHoM Orie-
CTsIIIast TACTEJb TOJIOBBI IEBOYKH, BBHIMOJTHEHHAS TIPSIMO Ha TI0OesKe cTeHbl. BepoHa BCHOMHMIIA TOT
neHb, korga CredaH Harmucan ee, ¥ Kak OHa cKas3ajia eMy, OUYeHb Cepbe3HO, UTO KOrja-HuOyIb OH
Oy/ieT 3HaAMEeHWT.

JleBy1iKa IJIsiHY/Ia HA CTOSIIMEI B YITIy JAMBaH-KPOBaTbh, MOKPBITHII KYCKOM (PJIOPEHTUICKOM
rapy, KyIJIeHHOWM B MOMEHT Clly4yaiiHoro npouseranus. Hajg kpoBareio Bucesna akBapesb BepoHsbl.
10 ObLIA O/IHA M3 CAaMBIX YIAUHBIX €e padoT, 1 AeByIKa nopapuia ee Ctedany Ha aeHb poxaeHus. C
JIerkoii 6onbio BepoHa BCcmoMHmMIIa, 4TO Yepe3 Mecsiil OyAeT ero ABaALaTh AeBATHIN IeHb POXKASHHUS, a
ee 311ech B 3TOT pa3 y:ke He OyzeT. Eii elie He BeprioCch, 4TO TIOC/IE ABYX JIET TAKUX TECHBIX OTHOIICHHA
OHa HaBcer/ia paccraercsi co CtedpaHoM.

OKoJ10 BEpH CTOSIO pajiMo, MajeHbKoe, HO xopotiee. CtedaH MoOuI My3bIKY, U €My HpaBH-
Jmch cuMpOHMYECKHe KOHIIEPTH. BepoHa uacto Hacnmakanack, Ciyiiasi uX BMECTe C HUM.

CeronHsi OHa TOBOPUT BCeMY 3TOMY Mpoinail. BepoHa eie He MoHMMasa Kakou MyCTOU cTa-
HET ee XU3Hb, Belb B ee OyayiieM cyiiectBoBaHnu ¢ PopOcom moutu He OyleT MecTa Jisl 3aHATHI
HCKycCTBOM. B TO ke BpeMsl B ee cTapol ku3HU U, B kBaptupe CredaHa, Harpumep, ObLIO U TO, C
YeM OHa paccraBajiach 6e3 coxasieHus. BepoHa Tak v He MOTJIa IPUBBIKHYTb K I'PSI3U — 3aMYyTHEHHBIH
(oHaph, KOTOPHII HUKOT/IA HE YUCTHJICS, JIeXKallasi Ha Oy TOJICTBIM CJIOEM TbUIb, TPSI3HBIC PBaHbIe
KOBpHKH. «Y0opmuia» Credana Harso npeHeOperaia cBouMu odsi3aHHOCTsIMU. He ero BuHa, HO
9TO BCE K€ CO3JaBajo Tskesoe Bhevarienue. [IpaBaa, B ciopax ¢ Marepbio BepoHa Bceraa 3aru-
mana CredpaHa u eMy MOJOOHBIX. «Y HUX HET HU CUJI, HU JICHEeT, HA BPEMEHH, KOTJIa MOKHO ObLIO Obl
CKpecTy U YucTUTh. OHU LIETMKOM 3aHSATH CBOUM UCKYCCTBOM>», TOBOPHJIA O CBOUX JIpy3bsix BepoHa.

Bupyr, cioBHo npounTaB ee mbiciu, CTedaH NOCTaBUiI CBOIO YallIKy, 3aer CUrapeTy U 3aro-
BOPHIL:

— W3BuHM, 4TO s OBUT TakoW CBUHBEW, BepoHa. MHe Ha/o ObUIO Tiepel TBOMM IMPUXOIOM
NoOpHUThCS U IPUOpaThesl B MacTepckoi. Muccrc BepToH cerogss yrpom He npuxoquia. MHe Haio
HaWTH KOro-HUOYIIb JPYroro, OHa OYeHb HeJOOPOCOBECTHA.

— Bce HopmanbHo, CtedaH, — TOBOJILHO MSTKO TTporoBopuiia BepoHa.

— Xouers erie yawo?

— Her, cracu6o.

CrpsixayB nienien Ha 1oj1, Ctedpan mocMoTpest Ha BepoHy NMOJIHBIMU TOCKH TJIa3aMHU.

— Hy, munas, utak 310 nocneHss yanka, KOTOpylo Mbl IIbeéM BMECTe.

JleByIiIKa ¢ 3aMelaTeIbCTBOM MOCMOTpesia Ha Hero.

— O, Credan, BOZMOKHO, YTO MOCJIEAHSIS 3/1€Ch, HO MOJIaraio, Mbl €1lle He pa3 BbIITLEM BMECTE.
To ecTb 51 XO4y CKa3aThb, YTO ITO BIOJHE BO3MOKHO B JPYroii OOCTAHOBKE.

— To ecTb 51 JOJIKEH Kak-HUOY/Ib TPUATH B TAPHU30H U PACIIUTh TaM YaIlleuKy Yaio? — CIIPOCHIT
CredaH ¢ KOPOTKUM CMEIIKOM.

Bepona BecribIXHya:

— Tbl HEe MOeIlIb OCTaBUTDb CBOIO MpoHUI0? CTeaH NoKeBas HIKHIOW I'y0y, HAKJIOHWUJICS BIIe-
pea ¥ MpoBeJT NaJIblAMU 10 CBOUM TYCTBIM KECTKUM BOJIOCAM.

— MHe, KOHEYHO, HaJI0 CAEJaTh MOMBITKY ObITh BEKJIMBBIM.

Bepona B310xHyJ1a.

— Heyxenu 310 Tak TpyHO?
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— Ouenb. [lepen nepcrieKTUBOM, YTO Thl CTaHEUIb keHOW Maiiopa [Ixeddeprona, s 4yBCTBYIO
ce0s1 He TOJIbKO HEBEXJIMBBIM, HO Y HEIIMBUJIU30BAHHBIM.

JleByIlIKa He MOIJIa yAepXKaThCsl, YTOOBI HE CAENATh €My OTKPBITOTO yIIpeKa.

— Tebe Ol c1e0BaJIO IIOMHHUTD, YTO THI CAM 3TOrO XOTEI.

CredaHn pe3Ko IOCMOTpeEI Ha Hee.

— ThI xouemnb cKka3arh, 51 He TOTOB KYIHUTb JIMIEH3UIO Ha KOJIBIO?

— Jla, — Tuxo noareepauiia Bepona. Credan cMoTpen Ha GiiejHOe, IPEKPacHOe JIMILIO, YOTIOPHOE
BBIp2XXEHUE KOTOPOTO BBHIBOIWIIO €ro u3 ceOst. Ho oH He Mor Ha Hee 37MThCsl, He MOT He TIPU3HATh
MIPaBOTH €¢ OOBUHEHHUS.

— ThI coBepIIIeHHO MpaBa, — XPUILIO TPOTOBOPUJI OH. — I He mpeiaran Tede pyKy U cepale.

$1 ObLT OBl Y)KaCHBIM MYKeM, pa30OUBIIMM CEp/lLle JIIOOO KEHIITUHBIL.

BepoHa nozHsIa Ha HEro CBOM TOJTHBIE YIIpeKa IJ1a3a.

— Tak TOJBbKO MO3TOMY ThI HE 3aXOTeJT JKEHUTHCSI HA MHe?

Credan BcTa, nojoien K KaMUHY W ONlepcsi Ha Hero.

— D10 He coBceM Tak. Ho s myman o tebe. Kak s Torma tede roBopui, y MeHsl HET HUYETO
KOHKPETHOTO, YTOOBI 51 MOT MPEAJIOKUTh KEHIIUHE. S Jlefal JOCTaTOYHO B KOMMEPUYECKOM MHpE,
4yT0OBI 3apaboTaTh Ha XJIeO U MOKYNaTh KPACKU U XOJICTHI, HO Thl 3HACIIb, YTO 3TO HE MOXET JOJITO
MpOJOJIKaThCs. $1 XOdy HamMcaTh HEUTO JIydlllee U TOTOB TOJIOfaTh, MOKa He KoH4Yy padoty. Hemb3s
MIPOCHTH JIEBYIIIKY, TeM OoJjiee TaKylo, KaK Thl, TOJIONATh BMECTE CO MHOM.

— Ho, ecm Ob1 51 cTasa XuTh ¢ TOOOU BMecTe He BCTyMasi B Opak, pa3Be s He rojiofaia Obl Tak
ke, — ¢ capka3MoM 3asiBuiia BepoHa.

Credan noBepHyCS K HEM.

— 51 HuKorma He mpejsaran Tede nepedparbes Cloga U pa3nessaTh CO MHOW BCE TATOTHI MOEH
Ku3HU. Thl MOIJIA IPOZIOJIKATH KUTh JIOMA, 3aHUMATHCSI CBOEH PadOTOM M. ..

— O, noHnMmaro, — pepBajia ero BepoHa u BcTaia, OnpaBuB IJIaThe, — TaK, YTOOBI y TeOs HE
OBLJIO M0 OTHOIIEHHUIO KO MHE HUKAKUX 00513aTenbCTB. M ThI He MMes Obl HUKaKOW OTBETCTBEHHOCTH,
a TOJILKO MEHsI U MOIO JIIDOOBb, KOTr/ja y TeOs Ha 9TO HANIETCs BpeMsl.

CredaH c oTBpallileHHeM OCMOTPEIT Ha Hee.

— INouemy Tak ogHOcTOpoHHE? [Tovemy KeHIIIMHA BCeraa AyMmaeT, YTo BCe KEPTBBI TOJBKO C
ee CTOpOHBI, a MyKUMHA UMeeT ofHM npuBwierun? Passe moOoBb He B3anMHa? PasBe momydathb
YIOBOJIbCTBHE — HE TTpUBHMIIETUs1? Be3 0053aTeNbCTB 17151 MEHs, 51 9TO OIYCKalo, HO 1 0e3 OCJIOKHEHUI
st Tebs1. Mbl 00a octaBasich Obl CBOOOIHBI M BOJIBHBI XKUTh KaK HaM 3a0J1aropaccyauTcs, XOTs U
Oy/myun JIOOOBHUKAMU.

Bepona TepeOuiia cBou ToHKHE nanbiibl. KpacHena u 6neanena, v, HaKOHeI, 3aTpsiciia FOJIOBOM.

— Tax He nonwo Ob1. $1 BUaesa nogoOHbIe OTHOIIEHH I, M OHU ObUIM yKacHBI. $1 momnaraio, 4To Thl
CUesl MeHSI «MeJIKOM» U Y3KOJIOOOH M, BOZMOXHO, ITypuTaHKor. MosxkeT u Tak. Ho 51 Bcerna yBaxkasna
Opak, eciu ABOe JIIOOAT JIPYT Apyra.

Credan oTBeCHI MOSICHOW MOKJIOH.

— Tb1 abcomoTHO TpaBa, M 5 JaJIeK OT MBICJH pa3pyIlaTh TBOU YOk ICHUSI.

[llexn BepoHsl cTanu ele KpacHee.

— Tl ckazan, korga Mbl 3TO OOCYKIAJIU BIIEPBBIE, UTO $1 JOJDKHA «XKUTh C TOOON». A MOTYyYUB
OTKa3, MoJIaraio, 3aTanj Ha MeHs OOuy.

— He o6uay, HO 51 9yBCTBOBAM pa3zoyapoBaHHe.

— [NoTomy uTO He MOMYYHIT MEHSI TAKMM 00pa30M WJIU TIOTOMY, YTO s HE CTOJIb ITMPOKOMBICIISI-
mas, Kak rede XoTenoch Ob1?

— Jla, MeHs1 OrOpYmMIIO U TO, M APYTOE.

— Bepona pe3ko B3I0XHYyA.
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— 41 3Hana, yTo 3T0 GEe3HaAEKHO C camoro Hadana. [Toka eso He AOIUIo 10 MHTUMHOM OH30-
CTH, Mbl ObLJTM TAKMMHU XOPOIIMMHU Ipy3bsMu. A s moOuia teos1, Ctedan, oueHp moduna. IT1o Tpa-
re/ivsl.

OH c BenMyaiiler ropeyblo NOCMOTPEIN Ha JEBYILKY.

— IIpaBna mo6wuna — Trl cam 3Haemb, — mporoBopuiia oHa. Ctedan MoxHsT OpOBH.

— Bo3MOxHO, Tak — TeIUIEHbKAsI BOOUYKA.

— Ja Her, ropazno 6ombiie U Tol 3T0 3HAL. CTedhaH CTUCHYI 3yObl.

— Xopol1io, 51 BEpI0, YTO ThI JTIOOMIIA TaK, KAK TH CIOCOOHA JIIOOUTb.

— ThI monaraenb, 4To 3TO BechbMa ciiadas crocoOHOCTh? — BOCKIMKHYJIa Bepona. — Uto s
6ecxpederHa wim Tpycausa? Thl mosaraeib, YTO MHE CJIEJOBAJIO Obl IMETh XpaOpoCTh, KaK Y ITOU
monenu [Tunmsr Jlelt, kotopas nomwia kuTh ¢ TBouM Jipyrom Ilonom Caitmoncom. Y mocMotpwu, uto
nonyuriock. OHa 6pocuia Bce, paboTaa Ha Hero, Kak paObIHsl, CTajia IPHUCITYToi Ha BCe PyKH: TOTO-
BWJIA, CTHpaJia, B OOIIEM Jefiana Bce. A 3ateM, KOrja OH peuins, YTo ycTasl OT Hee W, Kak [oreH,
ymu3Hya B FOxHYIO AMepuky, 4to craio ¢ [Tunmoi? OHa nokoHumia ¢ codoi. Tl MOMHUIIB, KaK
HenpUATHO Bce 310 661107 bennas [Munma? 1 momHIo, 4TO 5 AyMana 06 3ToM Torja. . .

T'onoc Bepousl gporayii.

— bnaronapio bora, 4to s He Ha ee MecTe.

Credan ycraBuiicsi Ha KOHUMK curapetsl. CTano Tak TEMHO, YTO OHM €[1Ba BUJIENH JPYT Apyra.
Jlaxxe B MepraomnieM cBete ra3oBoro oras auno Credana Ka3ajioch U3MOXAEHHBIM. OH MOAHSICS
U 32Ker cBeT. BepoHa mpucTaBmiia JaJjoHb K JIMILY, TOBEPHYJIAach U CHOBa ycenach. CtedaH yBuaedm,
YTO OHA IJTaYeT.

Credan mMoyyBCTBOBAJ HEBEPOSITHYIO YCTAJIOCTh, OH IO TOpio ObUT CHIT BceM 3TUM. Ho oH
Oospilie He OBLT 30J1 HAa Hee, ero HaIloJTHUJIO Mpe3peHue k camoMy cebe. U Ge3mepHoe coxkasieHre.
«Ecmu OpI 1 He ObLT TaKUM, KaK ObLT, TO MUJIOE cO3/1aHKe ObLIO ObI MOeH keHo», — myman CredaH.
Bepona He Obl1a YOMOPHOH, y3K0JI000W MK TpycauBou. [IpocTo oHa oka3anach BPOXKAEHHO IIEJIO-
MynpeHHoOI. U He ee BUHA, UTO Xy/IOXKHUK B HEW YCTYIAeT YCIOBHOCTSIM U IIPHHITUIIAM, B KOTOPBIX OHA
Obi1a BocriutaHa. Ctedan xoTtest 66 OBITH MHBIM paa Hee U paau camoro ceds. Ho ve mor. OH noi-
’eH ObLT pUCOBATh, ITO MEPETIONHSIIO BCE €ro CyIIecTBO. Y 1oKa OH He IOCTUTHET BEPIIMHBI CBOUX
YastHUI — CTaTh XOPOILIMM XYIOKHUKOM, MPU3HAHHBIM XYJI0XKHHKOM, OH HE MOXET ObITh HUYBUM
MYKeM, CBSI3aHHBIM M YHUUTOXEHHBIM OOSI3aHHOCTSIMU U (PMHAHCOBBIMU TPYJHOCTSIMH CEMEWHOM
xu3Hu. Cnyctst MrHoBenue CtedaH mporoBoput:

— 3auem npuruierats cioga [unmy? 3aeck coBcem nnoe neno u [lon 3actaBuin ee caenatsb To,
0 YeM 51 HUKOT[a He MPOCUJI TeOsI. .. OPOCUTDb BCE U JKUTh CO MHOM.

— WHorpa s gymato: a He ObLJIO JIM 3TO YecTHee? — mporoBopuiia BepoHa ¢ ropeusto, KOTOpoi
OH HUKOTJa y Hee paHbllie He cibiai. OH CHIIBHO MOKpPacHes.

— Cornacen! — sspoctHo niporoBopu Creda.

— 41 GecuecTHBIN 1 aMOPAJIbHBIIA THIL. YBEPEH, UTO TBOW XKEHUX JACT TeOe 3TO MOYyBCTBOBATh
elne cuibHee U 1acT TeOe ropaszio OoJbIle TOM JpykObl, KOTOpasi MOrJia ObITh MEXKIy HaAMU.

— Joporoii, — MpauHo 3asiBuiia BepoHa. — 51 BoBce He XoTesa Te0s1 paccTpauBaTh.

— To1 Benemb ceOs1, Kak peOeHOK! — OrpbI3HYJICs OH. — M 4TO ke Thl OKHJaia yCIblaTh OT
MeHs1? YTo s mpeyioxKy CBOM MBUIKKE TIO3/IpaBJIeHus1, BhIBEIITy (hiary ¥ nmodnarogapio Teos 3a To, 4To
JIVIITAJICSL TOM €IMHCTBEHHOM, KOTOPYIO 51 KOrJa-Tr00 MO-HACTOSIIEMY JTIOOWT!

V Beponsl 3agposkaiu ryosr, u Ctedad rpyoo g00aBwL:

— Panu Bora, He peBu OoJbliie.

A 3arem, mpex[e, 4eM OHa ycresa OTBETHTh, HAKJIOHWICS K HEl, B35UT ee MPEKPACHYI0 PyKY
Y TOJIHEC K CBOMM BOCTIAJIEHHBIM TJIa3aM.

— V3BuHwM, aHren Mou. S Tak YEepTOBCKM yCTall, YTO HE MOHUMAIO, YTO TOBOPIO U Bey ceOst
OTBPATUTEIbHO. Y MEeHsI MMoYBa yIIIa U3-TIo1 HOT. §l 3Hal0 BCe, YTO Tl MHE CKaXellb. Y MeHs Obul
IIaHC, U sl IM HEe BOCIIONB30BaJICs. Y TeOs1 Bce MpaBa OTBEPHYTHCS OT MEHS U BHITH 32 STOT'O MIJIOTO
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napHs. 51 cam Ha 310 Hanpocuics. Ho s xody, 4ToObI Tl TTOBEPHUJIA, YTO OJHON M3 MHOTHX TIPUIHH
MOel MaCCUBHOCTH OBLIO TO, YUTO 5 CIUIIIKOM JIIOOJTIO TeOs1, YTOOBI TAHYTh B TO YOOKECTBO, B KOTOPOM
s sxuBy. Korma 51 prcylo, Bce OCTabHOE BBUIETAET Y MEHsI M3 TOJIOBbI, MHE HAIUIEBATh: YMCTO 37eCh
WM KaK B XJIEBY, €1 sl WJIM HeT. BeposATHO, 51 He 3amevalt Obl, eJla Thl UJIM HET, eCJTU Obl ThI ObLIa Obl
TYT, U €CTh JIU Y TeOsI, 4TO 1moecTh. Thl HE cO3AaHa ISl TAKOW HUIIETHL. MoXeT ObITh, KOT1a-HUOY b,
sl ¥ CTaHy OOraTeiM U 3HAaMEeHUTHIM. Torma st cMor Obl co3/1aTh IS TeOs oI00AITyI0 00CTaHOBKY,
Ty, YTO THI 3aciykuBaeiib. Ho 10 3Toro, MoxeT ObITh, JOITHIA MyTh, & MOXKET, ITOTO HE CIYyUUTCS
Hukorga. Tak 3auem Tebe KaaTh?

Bepona crosina ouens Tuxo. B ee razax Obu1o BeIpakeHue Om3Koe K uciyry. Hukora erie ona
He ObUIa Tak HeyBepeHa B ceOe. Ee myraiio To, uro cka3an Credan. Terneps eii X0oTesoch IJIakaTh He
o cebe, a 0 HeM. OHa YyBCTBOBaJIa €0 KIryuue cjie3bl Ha cBoel pyke. CtedaH — IUHUK, TOPASIIIUICS
TEM, UTO OH KPYT ¥ HECEHTHMEHTAJIEH, PbIJaJl M3-3a TOTO, YTO MOTepsi ee. A Be/ib ObLIO BpeMs, Koraa
oHa OblJ1a BO BCIO BJTIOOJICHA B HETO, KOT/ia OH ObLT HAYaJIOM U KOHIIOM €€ CYIIIECTBOBAHUS.

[IpocTo y*kacHo, 4TO BCe MOIJIO Tak 00epHYThcs. [IpOCTO HEBEPOSITHO, YTO OHA JIIDOUT KOTO-TO
APYToro. .. KOro-To cToib ommyatoiierocs ot Credana. A 6pu10 ObI 3TO Tak? MoOXeT 1 OHa Kor/a-
HUOYIb Tak moouTh PopOca, kak oHa modwia CredaHa, co BCell OMYCTOIAIONIEH CTPACThIO pa3Oy-
JKEHHOM I0HOCTH, TeM 0e33aBEeTHbhIM 000KaHUEM reposi, KOTOpoe OHa MUTajla K HeMy, KOrJa IOHOM,
HEOIepUBILIEICS CTYIEHTKOM, Hallula B HEM JIpyra 1 yuutens?

Bepona Obuta 4yTh MCIyraHa, MOTOMY 4TO OH BCE elle 00J1aa CioCOOHOCTBIO BOJTHOBATH €€,
Y HE TOJIbKO BBI3BIBATH KAJIOCTh M3-32 TOTO, YTO OHA MPUYMHIIIA eMy OO0Jb, HO ¥ JABHO YBSIIIIYIO
nevyasib O TOM, YTO OH He MO3BOJIMJI €1 Pa3JeUTh ero KU3Hb.

JleBy1ika 3apoxaia, OYyBCTBOBAB HaBepTHIBAOIIMeCs cie3bl. OHa BAPYT UCIIBITANIA HETIPH-
s13Hb K POpOCY 1 MOHSIA, YTO YSPTOBCKH 3ayTaach B CBOMX IMOIIMOHATBHBIX TIePEKUBAHUSIX.

Ho Bepona Huvero He cka3ana. Eii ObUT0 Heuero ckaszarh, U el ObUIO YyTOUKY CTHIJHO, UYTO OHA
mo6ut CtedaHa HEIOCTATOUHO CUIILHO, YTOOBI COTIACUTBCS OECKOHEYHO 0XUIaTh ero. Eil xotenoch
3I0POBOT'O CUACThsI, HAJIEKHOW M HOPMAJIbHON CeMeNHOM KU3HU, 1 PopOC MPeAToKuI Ux.

U Bce xe, mo-cBoemy, B ITyOUHe Tymiv, oHa Bce ene moowna Credana Becra. ..

Heoxunnanno Bepona kpukHyna:

— He Oynp Takum HecdacTHbIM, 0, MusIblid Ctedad. 1 OT 3TOro 4yBCTBYIO ceOsi COBEpIIIEHHO
pazouroni. He Hago!

B 3TOM OBLIO HEUTO CTOJIH BO3BHIIIIEHHO STOMCTUYHOE, UTO 3a/1e510 B CTehaHe IyBCTBO IOMODA.
MumoreTHast ¢naboCTh MPOIIUIA, OH MOLIENIOBAN PYKY, KOTOPYIO JepsKasl, OTITYCTHII ee, OBICTPO Mpo-
1iea K OKpalleHHOMY 3€JIEHOM KpacKoW HIKa(puMKy, BBITAIMI HOCOBOM IJIATOK M BBICMOpKasa fl.
3areM 3aroBOpHIL.

—Yro s13a ckoTrHA! Y MeHsI HeT HUKAKOTO MTpaBa 3aCTaBJIAThH TeOsl 9yBCTBOBATH ce0s pa3OUTOM.
TeGe HaO YyBCTBOBATH ceOs1 BECEJION U MPa3JHIYHON B ITpeIBePUU BEJIMKOJIETHOM cBap0Ob1. Korma
OHa cocTouTcsi?

Bepona He otBetmiia. Ero ronosa onycrmiack. Y BepoHbl He OBLIO TaKOTO e YyBCTBA IOMODA,
kak y Credpana. Ho emy Bcerzia ynaBajioch yCHEIIHO OTBJIEKATh €€ OT MEYTAHUM U CTAIKMBATD JIUIIOM
K JMIy ¢ peanbHocThio. Ctedan Obu1 OobiM MaTepuanuctoM. [puxonunocs G0pOThEs € ero TBep-
JOCTBIO, T0TOMY BepoHa mocTostHHO JIoMasach rnepBoi. BepoHa mobuiia norpyxaTbcsi B pPOMaHTHKY,
Jenath BUJI, OYITO BCe OUYeHb MUJIO IaXe TaMm, Tjie Hh4ero rnogooHoro He 0puto. OHa 0OIagaia qapomM
¢danrtazun. Ho Credan Buaen Bemy TaKMMH, KAKUMH OHHM ObUTA HA CaMOM JieJie, U TIO TIPOIIeCTBUN
HEKOTOpPOro BpeMeHU MPUBUJI 3TOT B3MIs Bepore. OHa qaxe Hayuniach OCMEMBATHCS Hag COOOM.

— Hu ojvH MICTWHHBIN XYyJOKHUK HE YIOBJIETBOPSIETCS U He OOMaHBIBAETCS OBEPXHOCTHBIM
o0astHueM, — TOBOPWJI OH. — BOT mouemy Jydiie mopTpeTucTsl He MPOCTO BOCHPOU3BOISAT JIUIIO,
SBJISTONIeeCs: Mackoi. OHM MBITAIOTCSA N300Pa3UTh JAYIITY, CKPHIBAIOLTYIOCS 32 TON MaCKOWM.

Credan npuBui BepoHe cBoil 00pa3 MBIIIEHHUS, HO TOJBKO Onarofapsi MOIIM CBOETO BIIMSI-
HUS Ha Hee U ee ClIernoi Bepsl B Hero. Ho Tereps OHa XoTesa BepHYThCSI K CBOMM MeuTaM, K CBOEMY
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€CTECTBEHHOMY COCTOSIHHIO, HE jKeJasi BHUKATh B CyTh BEIIEH CIMIIKOM ITyOOKO M CTaJIKMBAThCS
C HETIPUATHOCTSIMH, KOTOPBIE YaCTO TOMKUAAIOT JIIOOUTENel n3mMepsATh TiyOnHbl. CtedaHn ropopui,
YTO TOJIBKO YEJIOBEK, JOCTHTAIONINI CHavala KaMEHUCTOTO THa, a IOTOM HAYMHAIOIIMI B30UpaThCs
Ha BBICOYAKINYIO BEPIIMHY, HAXOOUT UCTHHHYIO MPaBAY KU3HU U UCCTYIUIEHHbI BocTopr. Ho, Bo3-
MOXHO, He B MEpBBIi pa3 qymana BepoHa, y Hee HET JOCTATOYHBIX CHJI, YTOOBI HBIPHYTh Ha TaKyIO
[TyOMHY WM MOAHATBHCS HA Takue BHICOTHL. BophOa Kazanack eir HeBbiHOCHMOM. [la u ¢ Popbecom
HUYEro He MOTy4mioch Obl. OH ObUT TPOCTHIM CUMITATHYHBIM MOJIOIBIM UEJIOBEKOM, MTPEAbSIBUBIINM
HECKOJIbKO TPeOOBaHUII K ee 00pa3y MBIIILICHUS.

Ho Bepona Obl1a HecyacTHa He TOJIBKO TIOTOMY, UTo n3MeHnIa Credpany. OHa nipeasa Xyaox-
HUKa, KOTOPBIH, KaK OHA 3HajIa, Tawicsl B Hell. BepoHa mpecTaBisiiia, YTo Korjaa-HuOyIb HACTYIUT
JIeHb, KOT/Ia OHA YCTaHET OT JIETKOTO MyTH M HAYHET TOCKOBATh 10 3JI0M CIaI0CTH OOPbObI HA CTOPOHE
Credana, Kakyio Obl IIEHy He MPUIIIIOCh ObI 32 9TO 3aIUIaTUTh.

Ceituac HacTpoenue Cteana, Kak 4acTo ObIBAJIO, PE3KO M3MEHMIIOCh. B OIHO MrHOBeHMe Yep-
HOE OTYasiHKe TepeluIo B Jiyde3apHOe Becebe.

OH ckaza:

— He nyxHo cunetp u Gecriokoutbcst 000 MHe, Bepona. Tel omkHa ObITh cHaCTIMBOM. S HU
3a 4TO He BUHIO TeOs1. 3a Bce 0TBevalo 5. BRIXOIM 3aMyk 32 CBOEro MHJIOTO COJJIaTUKA U OyIb cUacT-
7mBa, foporas. S gaxe npuay U MOTaHILYIO Ha TBOEH cBaabOe, eclii Mama MPUIIIET MHE MpUTJIallie-
Hue. Kak Hacuet teprienus u apyxOb1? [la, s MoXMy PyKy sKEHHXY U OyJy 4acTo MpHe3kKaTh K BaM B
rOCTH, KOT/Ia Bbl BepHeTeCh U3-3a rpanuiibl. O boxe, Bepona — sxeHa BoeHHoro! 9to npocrto ¢aHTa-
cruka. Ho Tyt ecth u komMuueckasi cropoHa. He oOuxkaiics, eciu 51 cMetoch. $1 He Xxouy HU Haj KeM
nouszieBarbesi. Ho 310 cMerHo, He npaBaa im? Takas nonHasi, abcomoTHAS TIepeMeHa. .. 1711 MOoei
AeBYIIKK. MHe HyXXHO MepecTpOrTh HEMHOTO CBOM MBICIH TIEPe/l TeM, KaK si CMOTY NMPHUBBIKHYTh K
MOI0OHOMY TIOJIOKEHUIO JeJT.

Bepona ¢ HoBo#1 00m101 mocmotpernia Ha Ctedana. OHa npeanovnTaia, YTo0bl OH ObUT TAKKM,
YTOOBI €1 MOKHO OBLIIO pa303JIMTHCS HAa HETO M 00paIoBaThCs, UTO ee BhIOOp nai Ha Popodca... 1o
ropasio Jydilie, 4eM BO3BpallleHue CTapoil 00, Bo3BpalieHne BocxuieHus CtedpaHoM.

— PeasibHOCTB HE Takas yk KOMM4YHasA, — pousHecia BepoHa. — XoTd s npu3Haio, 410 BCe B
MO€W )KU3HU U3MEHUTCS.

— oy 6puthbest, — pe3ko nmporoopui Credan, — 4TOOBI 51 HANIOCEAOK He 3amevatiesics B
TBOEW MaMATH, KaK IPSI3HBIN MapeHb co MEeTUHOW Ha rnoadopoake. [ToroBopu co MHOM, Toka s Oymy
MIPUBOAUTH ceOs1 B MOPsIIOK. Pacckaxu MHe 0 camoM I1aBHOM. ] ke HU4ero He 3Hao. $1 jaske He 3HaJ,
YTO Thl BCTPETUJIACh C HUM. BO3MOXHO, 51 Jaske CMOTy MPOCTUTDH cebe CBOe MOBENICHUE, TIOCKOJIbKY
BCE MMPOMCXO/SIIEE BBI3BIBAECT HACTOSIINIA IIIOK.

Bepona nocrana u3 cymouku nopreurap. Ee HepBbl Obutn Ha Tipenenie. OHa Bce elnie 4yBCTBO-
BaJIa TPYCTh M CTPAHHYIO HEXBATKy CMEJIOCTH, JIa)Ke CO3HaBasl CBOIO MPABOTY, Onaroapsi KOTOPOM
pelmsach Ha STOT BU3MT.

Bepona ne Buzena CrepaHa, IOCKONBKY CHENa CIMHOM K KyXOHbKE, HO CIIbIIIAjia, Kak OH
HAJIWJT B Ta3WK BOJBI M HAYaJI IOCTaBaTh OPUTBEHHbIE MPUHAICKHOCTU. BApyT e B roJIoBy mpuILia
MBICTTb, KaK yauBWIICs: Obl PopOc, ecm Obl YBHUIET €€ B TAKOM KOMHATE 3a Pa3srOBOPOM C MYKUH-
HOM, OperonmMcs B MATh YyacoB nocie nonyaas. Koneuno, @opOc He MMen HUKAKOTO TIOHSATHS HU
o Credane, HU 0 KOM-TO APYrOM U3 Jpy3en-XyI0oKHUKOB Beponsl. M He moTtoMy, 4To ObLT TPyObIM
WM ypHO BOCIUTaHHBIM. PopOc OTIMUaIICS IUPOKUM KPyro3opom, o0naian YyBCTBOM IOMOpa,
KOTOpOE MpUBJIEKJI0 BepoHy Hapsiay ¢ ero mpusTHOW BHEIIHOCTHI0. HO OH Xuil B Apyrom mupe. ..
1 BbIpOC B Apyrux ycnopusix. U eme ®opOc, Gnaronapst cBoeii mpodeccruu, ObUT TUCHUTLTMHUPOBAH-
HBIM, TIPUBBHIKIIIUM K TIOPSIJIKY YEeJIOBEKOM, BCEra BHIIISAET YUCTBIM, ONPATHBIM. OH CTPOTO OCYANT
ob1 HeOpexHbIi BUI Credpana. Ero Bo3myTuiia Obl 3Ta, 3anbiieHHass Mactepekas. 1 dopbdc Huuero
HE 3HAJI O XKMBOITUCH, HE MHTEPECOBAJICS BOOOIIE HUKAKIUM MCKYCCTBOM. DTO ObUT 00pa3ell CTonpo-
LEHTHOTrO conyiara. Eciii oH W viMen 3HaHWsI WIM BKYC K KaKOW-JMOO co3uaaTesbHON padoTe, Tak
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9TO TOJBKO K MexaHuke. PopOC OTIIMYHO pa3dupasics B MeKTPOOOOPYIOBAHUM U ABHUTATENSAX, CaM
coOpaJt paIMONIPUEMHHUK, ¥ HE CYIIECTBOBAJIO HU OTHOTO JIEKTPHUECKOTO PUCTIOCOOIEHH S, KOTOpOe
eMy He ynanoch Obl caenaTb. Bo BpeMst moe3nok 3a pyoex OH XOpOIIO U3Y4YrJI BOCTOYHBIE KOBPHI U
coOpaJst JOBOJIBHO LIEHHYIO KOJUIEKIIMIO MEPCUACKUX KOBPUKOB. Hemnb3s Obu1o ckasath, uto y Popoca
TMIOJIHOCTBIO OTCYTCTBOBAJIO XYJIO)KECTBEHHOE BooOpakeHue. Ho HuKoraa, nogymana ceituac Bepona,
OH He TIOHSUT Obl, TIOUeMy TOJIOHBIA U HEOPUTHIN YEJIOBEK LIENBbIN JIeHb PUCYET MOCPEAN MbLUILHOTO
6ecniopsiika. Ao asa Popodca HETOCTYITHO.

Her, ®op6c u Crepan HUKOrga HE CMOTYT TepHeTh APYT Apyra.

— Tol pyemnibest, pesiects Mosi? — okJIMKHY Bepony Credan.

Jlerkasi yipIOKa TpOHYJIa ee 3a1yMUYUBbIE TYOBbI.

— Her, s ve aytock, mwibiii Ctedat, a TOJIbKO JAyMaio.

— Tsl Tak yacTo roBopuIIa, 4TO MPOLIECC MBIIUICHUS] MyuuTesieH 1iis1 Te0s. [lepectanp 1ymarh
Y HauMHAi TOBOPHTH. §I X0uy 3HaTh BCe O YeJIOBEeKe, 32 KOTOPOTO Thl COOMPAEIILCS BBIATU 3aMYK.
Oobemmaro, 51 yaepxych OT capkasMa 1 rpyodocteil. Pacckaxu mHe Bce.

Bepona 3akone6anach, HO MOTOM pelInia, YTo Jiyuiiie oTopeaThesi oT CtedaHa v OroBOpUThH C
HUM 0 Popbce TOYHO Tak ke, KaK OHa pa3roBaprBaja C APYrUMH CBOMMU JIpy3bsiMu. Ho 3aroBopus,
BepoHa Bce ke 4yBCTBOBajIa HEYBEPEHHOCTh M HEPBHO KypHJIa CHT'apeTy 3a CUTapeTou.

Ona xopoTtko ornucana CredaHy CBOIO IiepByIo BcTpeuy ¢ PopOcoM. DTo Mpou30IIio, Koraa ein
MIPUIILJIOCH COMPOBOK/IATh CBOIO Ky3uHY bertu JIsHr Ha BoeHHBIN mapai. [Totom ObuT 00ed 1 TaHIbI
B JloHI0HE ¢ TpyHIoi MoJoasix oduriepos — apy3eid Popoca. Tot Tonbko BepHysics u3 [anecTuHbL.
OH ciy XKW B apTUUIEPHH, HO yXke OOJbIle rofja 3aHUMaJICs ITa0HOW paboTOM.

— OH 0YeHb XOPOIIIO 3apEeKOMEHIOBAJ cedsl B IITAOHOM yUMJIHIIE, — cKasaia BepoHa.

Credan, ckpedst cBOI MOAOOPOIOK OPUTBOM Tepe]] MaJIeHPKIUM TPECHYTHIM 3epKaJioM, BUCS-
UM HaJ] PAKOBUHOM, TOYYBCTBOBAJI HEUTO OOJIbIIIEE, UM IMPOCTOM YKOJI PEBHOCTH, KOT/Ia YCIIBIIIIAN B
ee rojoce ropnoctb. «HeBeposTHO, — 37100HO MOIyMalt OH, — YTO 3Ta HecyacTHasi BepoHa Tak CHIbHO
BTIOPWJIACH B TIAPHST».

Ho Credan tBepmo HacTpomsicsi moOOPOTh CBOIO PEBHOCTb M 3710CTh. A 3TO MOXHO C/IENaTh,
yoenus cebs1 B ToM, uto BepoHa caenana npaBuibHbIA BeIOOp. Ho Ctedhan He MOT B 9TO MOBEPUTD.
Emy kazasioch, BepoHa fenaet HeBEpOSITHYIO IITyIIOCTb, BHIXOIS 3aMYK 32 BOGHHOTO.

— Ilponomxkait, — ckazan Credan. — Pacckaxu errie YTo-HUOY/Ib.

— Tl meficTBUTEIBHO XOUEIlh 3HATH? — cripociiia BepoHa, 3akycus ryoy.

— B npotuBHOM ciydae s1 Ob1 He cnipamuBai. OHa MPOJOIIKMIIA CIIETKa APOKAIIIM TOJIOCOM,
TOPOIISICh OTKCATh CBOIO MEpBYI0 BeTpeuy ¢ PopdcoM, Xopoliiee BrieyaTieHne, KOTopoe TOT POU3Be
Ha Hee. [leByIKa MOMHMJIA Kak/Iylo MeJioub. bertu ykaszana Ha ®@opodca. OH ObLT OTHUM U3 OpraHU-
3aTOpOB Beuepa. [lesoBoi, CUMIaTHYHbIA, YMEJbId, 3aMETHBIN B TPYIIe APYTUX BOCHHBIX Oarofaps
KpacoTe cBoel (DOpMBI, OTIIOJIMPOBAHHBIM 0 OJiecKa IMyroBUIiaM 1 60TuHKaM. PopOc ObLT BHICOKHM,
C KBA/IPaTHBIMU TICYaMH U TIPEK PACHOU BOEHHOM BHIITPAaBKOM. [TpeKpacHbIe BOJIOCH, aKKYPATHO MO~
CTpKEHHBIE YCHKH U 3aropeJiasi, clierka pymsiHas Koxa. Korga oH BrepBbie npencraBuiicsi Bepone,
OHa 3aMeTHJIa U 0I00PHIIA STOT UCKJIIOUYMTENBHBIN AyX 3/10POBbsl M1 XOPOIIEr0 HACTPOSHUsI, CTPYHB-
muxcst ot odunepa. Popdc mocMoTpesn Ha Hee SIPKUMU TOTyObIMHU I71a3aMH, B KOTOPBIX BUIAHENIOCH
WCKpeHHee Jpykemooue, 1 ylnelOHycsl. BepoHa oOpariia BHUIMaHUE Ha €ro MPeBOCXOHbIE Oelibie
3y0bl. OH ObLT BOILIOLIEHNEM HacTosIero anrmmyanuHa. Korga ®@opbc orcamoroBat el u Opocri Ha
Hee OBICTPBIH B3IVISL, COIEpKAINi HECKPhIBAaEMOE BOCXUINIEHNE, BepoHa oIy Tiia Takoe BOIHEHHE,
KaKoe He BBI3bIBAI B HEW HU OJIMH MYKUMHA CO BpeMeHH ee cBsi3u co CtehaHoM.

[Mo3xe, Koraa K Hel ¢ Ky3WHOUM MPUCOEINHIIMCH HECKOIBKO O(DUIIEPOB, YTOOBI BHIIIUTH Yas,
dopbc cen pssaom ¢ BepoHo# 1 Havas ¢ SHTY3Ma3MOM PacCKa3blBaTh O CBOEH CIIyKOe, O CUTyalliu
B [lanectuHe, HaprcoBas Niepe]] HeW MpeKpacHylo KapTuHy Erumnta, nmoBeaan o nenax Ha CpeaHem
Bocrtoke u 0 KkpacoTrax ITyCThIHH.
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Bepona BriepBbie B KM3HU CTOJIKHYJIACh C «apMuUel». Jlo CUX Mop OHa CIIblajia O Hel TOJIBKO
B LIKOJIbHBIE TOJbI U B MpayHOU aTMocdepe BoiHbL. HO B 3TOT cosHeuHbli JeHb B AJIAEPILIOTE C €ro
BOJTHUTEJILHBIMHA OPKECTPAMU, MaPIIUPYIOIUMI MY KIYMHAME, IEMOHCTpaIel (PU3NIecKrx yrpax-
HEeHU, prraraMu, TaHKaMu, H300MITMEM JKU3HU M XOPOIIIEr0 HACTPOEHUSI BCE BBITTISIENIO TIO-JIPYTOMY.
Tak MHOTO CMMITAaTHYHBIX JIIO/IEH OT/IaBAIM JJaHb XPYNKON KpacoTe BepoHsl (M caMbIM BHUMATEITh-
HBIM U3 HUX ObUT Makiop [IxeddepToH), 4To y Hee clierka 3aKpyKujiach rojiosa.

Bepona Obl1a BO BJIaCTH HOBBIX BIIEUYAT/ICHUI, HEBUJAHHBIX TIPEXK/IE B TONIIE XyTOKHUKOB. Cam
®opOc mosBUIICSA, Kak 00JierdyeHne, BO3MOXKHO, OT MPOAOKUTEIFHOTO CaMOKOTaHusl, (hunocodu,
WHTEJUICKTYaJIbHBIX KOH(DIUKTOB, COMTPOBOXIABIIUX Opyk0y co CtedhaHoM.

B ToT Beuep, obenas u taniys ¢ Popocom, Bepona yuaena nepen codoi HOBbIA Mup. EnuH-
CTBEHHBIN MUP, KOTOPBIA YTO-TO 3HAYMT H... TIPU ONPEACTIeHHOM ITOJIOKEHHU. .. MOXKET OBbITh KYII-
neH. ®opOc ObLT B TOpoJE MPOe3I0M U UMel Jiiaue AeHbru. OH Kyt BepoHe opxujiero, 4ToObI
MIPUKOJIOTH K IJIaThIO, 3aKa3ajl MAaMITAHCKOE, POCKOIIHBIN 00, MpuYeM Aeial Bce C BUIOM JIOpaa,
C JIETKMMHU HOTKaMH CO3HATEJIbHOTO IMPEBOCXOJCTBA, KOTOpPHIE OHA CTajla acCOIMMPOBATH C HUM,
KOTJa y3Hasa ero nonyuiie, BepoHa Busena, Kakoe yIOBOJILCTBUE JOCTABIISIET €My POJIb PaIyIIHOTO
X03sIMHa, BO3MOKHOCTh TIPOM3BECTH HAa OKPYXKAIOIIUX Xopoiree BredarieHue. OueBuano, Popode
ObLT TIOMYJIsIpeH cpean opuIepoB, 00Ia1al MyKECTBEHHbBIM XapaKTepOM U XOPOIIMMH MaHEPaMH.
[Tocnennue necsTh JeT CBOE KU3HU OH MPOBEJI B Jlarepe, B MajiaTke, B COJIAATCKOW CTOJIOBOM, CTpe-
MUJICSI JOOPOCOBECTHO JIesiaTh CBOE AeN0 | jenait ero. OQHUM U3 KayecTB, BOCXUTUBIIMX Bepony,
OBLJIO ero MpocToAyIive, ObicTpoTa MbluieHus. PopOca ObIIO OUeHb JIerKo MOHSATh. OH IIyTHI,
JOKHUIAIICS, KOT/IA JIIOIM PAacCMeIoTCsl, U cMesiics caM. Ecim B ero ayie v ObLId TEMHBIE 3aKOYJIKH,
Bepona He 3amerunina ux. OHa ¥ He XOTena BUIETh B Hel HUKAKUX CJIOKHOCTEH, a MPOCTO Hacaaxaa-
J1ach JIETKUM, JIPYKeTIOOHBIM, HECTIOKHBIM (hacajoM, OTKPBITHIM B30PY OKPYKAIOIIUX.

®dopOec okazascs MpeBOCXOAHBIM TAaHIIOPOM, a BepoHa mobuiia TaHieBats. (T0 e AMHCTBEHHOE,
yro Ctedpan HUKOrga He cTall Obl ienatb. OH HEHABU/IEN TAHIIBI M B PEJJKME MOMEHTHI, KOT/Ia UMeT
JEeHbIU U XOTeJI pa3Blieub BepoHy, Besl ee Ha XOPOIINIA CIIEKTaK b, (DUIBM WJIA KOHLIEPT).

Bonbiryo vacte Beuepa B Jlopuectepe BepoHa mpotaHiieBaia ¢ CUMIATHYHBIM MaiiopoM,
HaCJIaKJasCh KaXJI0U ceKyH0M. Eil MOHpaBMiIOCh, KOraa OH cKazal:

— B Tak OGoxecTBeHHO TaHIilyete, BepoHa... yxkacHO jierko. M, ecim MOXHO Tak CKa3aTb,
yX)acHo 310poBo. [ToueMy st He BcTpedast Bac paHblie?

JleByImika paccMmesiach, BCIIBIXHYJIA OT €ro MCKpeHHeW MOXBaJIbl U MPOOOpPMOTaia 4TO-TO O
CBOEH MOCTOSTHHOW 3aHATOCTH XHMBOIHCHIO. Y3HaB, uTto Bepona xynoxnuiia, Popoc sBHO CMYyTHIICS
Y BOCKJIUKHYT:

— boxe moii! 3auem?

Bepona otBeTmia, 4TO XOTesa ObI C/Ie/IaTh )KUBOMKCH CBOCH MTpodeccreri.

®dopOc paccmesiics, PUKa ee IyTh Orke K ceOe 1, HAaKJIOHUBIIUCH K Hel, Hauasl yOex/1aTh,
YTO OHA CJIMIIIKOM MOJIOJA M MPEKpacHa JIsl KEHIIMHBI, TyMalollel 0 Kapbepe.

Bepona ¢ mobombitctBOM cnipocuiia PopbOca, UTo ke, 0 ero MHEHHIO, OHa JOJDKHA JieiaTh?
Oduriep Opocuit Ha Hee elle OAWH BOCXHUILEHHBIHN B3IJIS/ U MPOIIETTaL:

— Tonbko ¢ yIOBONBCTBHEM kUTh. Korma s ;ymai 0 TOM, YTO BbI MIOTPATUIM HECKOJIBKO JIET
Ha Xy/IOKECTBEHHYIO KOy CO BCAKMMU PUCYHKAMH M KapaHallamMu, MeHsl OpocaeT B IpOXb. Bbl
MOTepsITM BpeMsi aOCOMIOTHO 3psi. BBl MPOCTO AOMIKHBI TaHIIEBATh, OBITh BECEJIOW, MMPEKPACHOM. .. U
OpOCUTD BCAKYIO yUeOy.

IMocne noktpunsl Ctedana nonoOHOE 3ByYasio, Kak HACTOsIIas epech. BepoHa B3IOXHY/a U
HEYBEPEHHO TMOMbITAIacCh 00BSICHUTL POpPOCY CYyTh UCKYCCTBA, YOAUTH €ro, YTO yUeHUEe He MOXKET
OBITH ITYCTOM TPATO BPEMEHHU M UTO OHA JEWCTBUTENILHO HETIJIOXO PUCYET.

Torma oH cxai ee pyKy, OJ1arocKJIOHHO YABIOHYJICS M CKa3aJl, YTO OHA OYeHb MUJIA, ¥ €My XOTe-
JI0Ch OBI YBEIIaTh BCE CTEHBI COJIAATCKOM CTOJIOBOM ee KapTUHAMH, YTO Tereph OHa 0Osi3aHa HeMe/I-
JIEHHO TIPUCIIATh MY OIIHY C aBTOrpachoM.
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®opbc He Mor OBITh CEPbE3HBIM U He TIO3BOJII Obl BepoHe OBbITh TaKou.

OH 6b11 crapme Credana, HO BRIJISIIEN ropas3go Mojoxe. [JyXoBHO ke kazajcs eme Oonee
He3pesbiM. BepoHa cMorsa 3ameTutsb, uto PopOc HUKoraa He cTpanai. Ku3Hp HUKOTIa He Oblia st
HETO B TATOCTb.

Bepona 3acraBuiia @opbca pacckaszarbh 0 CBOEH KU3HH, O TOM, YTO HE Kacalaoch apMUH. 3/1eCh,
Ka3aJIoCch, MaJIo OBUIO O YeM pacckasbiBarh. Oter; Popbdca Toxe CITy KU B ApMUH, ¥ MATIBYUK TIPOBET
CBOE JIETCTBO B CTPAHCTBUSIX MEKy IIKOJIOH M Pa3IMYHBIMU MECTAMH, KyJa POAMTENH TOTyvaiu
HasHaueHust. OH e3aun B Berumarron u Canpaxeper, a B 1939 romy nonai Ha BoriHy. ®opbca Harpa-
UM psiioM Menasiend. BepoHa Buena ux Ha ero kuresie. bertu ckazana e, 4To cpeid HUX ecTb
Boennsiii Kpect. ®@opbc momyd ero mociie Toro, Kak ObUT paHeH BO BpeMsl apToOcTpea, Imoj] KOTo-
pblii nonas ¢ BocbMoii apmuen.

Bce B 3TOM 0puIiepe Ka3anoch yIMBUTEIBHO MPABIIBHBIM. O/IHAKO MEJAaHTOM OH He SIBJISUICS.

®dopO6ec 061agam IyBCTBOM I0MOpa. B ero o6mike ckBo3mIIa Jierkast HaMEHHOCTb, UTO JIAXKe IIJI0
emy. B Tot Beuep, korma ounmant nodecriokous Popoca, oH 06171 ero X0JIOTHHIM BEICOKOMEPHEM,
4yTo cMyTUJI0 BepoHy. Bbijio 3aMeTHO, UTO ohuriep MPUBBIK OOIATHCS ¢ MY)KYMHAMH, TPEOOBATh OT
HUX TUCHUIUIMHBL. .. U JOOMBAThCS €e.

Ortenr Popbca ymep Bcero Ba rofa Hazaj Ha ciyxoe B iaauu. Ero oBioBeBIas MaTh 1 cecTpa
dumnma xum BMecte. CecTpa Toke octanach BaoBoi. Ee Myxa younu B MocieIHuid ro BOWHBI.
VY Hux 6su1 oM B KemOepru.

dunmnma numena ceiHa, yeTbipexsieTHero Hukonaes. I1peBocxomHblii peOeHOK, Kak Ha3bIBa €ro
dopbe. A cectpa Gunmrma, 1O €ro cIoBaM, ObUTa MUJION JIEBYIIIKOMW, YyTh CTapiiie BepoHbl.

— BBl 107KHBI TO3BOJIMTH MHE TPUTTIACUTH Bac B KemOepiiu v TO3HAKOMUTH ¢ MOEW CeMbeld, —
no6aBui oH. — [lymalo, OHM IOHPABSITCS BaM, a BBl IOHPaBUTECh M. MBI He XyIOKHUKH, HO, KaKeTcs,
Mos1 6a0Ka B MOJIOHOCTH prucoBaia. OHa WM JBE KYTKMX Ma3HHU B MO30JI0YEHHBIX paMax BUCST B
Halllell TOCTUHOM U SIBJISIIOTCSI COKPOBHIIIEM MOEW HEKHOU MaMBbl.

dop6e pacemesiics. Kazamock, oH cMesiyics Haji MHOruMu Bemamu. M Bepona He mora yaep-
XKaTbCs1, YTOOBI HE TOCMESIThCSI BMecTe ¢ HUM. OHa MOTJIa pecTaBUTh cebe «Ma3HIO», ITH 3BEPCTBA,
HAMaJIeBaHHBIE TIBUTKUMH XYyTOKHUKAMU-TIOOMTENSIMU, YaCTO YKpAIIAOIIUe CTEHbl IOMOB B CTHJIE
anox ayapnaa u Bukropuu. Bepona u Credan Xuxukanim HaJj TOJOOHBIMH BEIIIaMH, BHICTABICHHBIMU
BO BTOPOCOPTHBIX MarasuHax Ha Kunrc-Poy.

B o6mmiem, ®opbc He BOCTIpUHUMAIT UCKYCCTBO CBOel 6a0ku Beephe3. Ho BepoHa Bcepbes Obuta
o3aboueHa: a uto ecnu PopOc OyzeT Tak ke CMesAThCs HaJ pesecTHhIMU nopTpetamu Ctedana nim
HaJ JIIOOBIM IPYTUM HACTOSIIIIUMM MPOU3BEIeHUEM ?

®op6c maso uTo Mor pacckasarh o cede. Ero nom B KemOepnu cTosiim Ha okpanHe, HO OH He
oOparmai Ha 3To BHUMaHUs1. PopOC ObLT CIIMIIIKOM 3aHSAT, YTOOBI Mepee3karh ¢ MecTa Ha MecTo. OH,
Ka3aJI0Ch, C HEXKHOCTBIO OTHOCHJICSI K MaTepU M CECTpe, HO TOBOPHJI O HUX, KaK O JIIOOOM JIpyrom
yesioBeke win npeamere... KocBeHHo. OHU SIBJISUIMCh €CTECTBEHHOW YacThl0 €ro CyIIEeCTBOBAHUS.
Bepona Haxou1a CTpaHHBIMU U HOBBIMH ¢110Ba PopOca, MOCKOIBbKY MPHUBBIKJIA K SKCTIPECCHU, K CHJIE
YyBCTB, IPUHSATHIX cpeau ee okpysxkeHus. CtedaH, Harpumep, 04eHb OECIIOKOMIICS O CBOEH MaTepH 1
el[Ba He COIIIeJI C yMa, KOTIa OHa yMepJia OT paka BCKOpe rocJie ero Berpeur ¢ Boponoit. U antunaruio
K HEKOTOPBIM JIO[SIM M BEIIaM OH UCIIBITHIBAJ TAKYIO K€ CTPACTHYIO.

Eme 1o xoHa neporo Beuepa ¢ @Popocom BepoHa Havyanma 4yBCTBOBATh, UTO ObLJIO ObI UHTE-
PECHO BBISICHUTH, CLIOCOOEH JI OH Ha Kakue-HUOYIb ITyOOKHe SMOLUK ?

Korma onu paccramcs. @opOc Ha3HAYWII IaTy HOBOW BCTPEUYM M HATIOMHUJI O KAPTHUHE C aBTO-
rpacgom.

Bepona motoM MHOTO Iymasa o HeM, a ee Ky3uHa MO3BOHIJIA Ha CJIeAYIOIIHIA IeHb U cKa3aia e,
YTO OHA HaHecna Mavopy xeddepToHy «cTpamHbli yaap». Bee cuntanm ero yoexkaeHHbBIM XOJIO-
CTSIKOM, & OH CKa3aJl BCeM IocJie yxona BepoHsl, 4To OHa «Iociana ero B HOKJayH».
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Takoe BeIpakeHUe MoKa3aioch BepoHe oueHb 3a0aBHBIM, U OHA HE MOIJIa YAePKaThCsl OT CMeXa.
Bech cremyionmii ieHb TIpoIIes Moj NPUSATHBIM BIeYaTaeHrneM BeTpeur ¢ PopOcoM.

Ho okazaBmmick cHoBa B Akagemun XyJoxKeCTB Cpeay CBOUX Jipy3eu, rpociyiias co Creda-
HOM 3amMeuaTtesTbHyIo JIeKInio o padotax Jleonapno [la Bunuu, mocuieB B MacTepcKoi, pa3riisapBast
Bnoknot Jleonapno, siBisBIIMiicCs r1aBHBIM cokpouiiieM Credana, BepoHa ucnbiTana HOBYIO MeTa-
Mopo3zy. OHa MoUTH CMYTUIIACh U3-32 YIOBOJIBCTBUSA OT 00meHus ¢ Popocom [IxeddhcproHom u ot
UX MyCTOI OOJTOBHU B TeueHHe Beuepa. Ee HacTosIme Ku3HbIo ObllIa BOT 9Ta — JKU3Hb B UICKYCCTBE.
Credan sBJIsUICS HACTOSIIEH JTMYHOCTHIO. BopoHa BOJTHOBasIach, CiIyIasi €ro roioc, FpOMKO 3ByYaB-
MM HA YTPEHHE! JIEKIIUH, OOBSCHSIBILMNA €1 AeTasH, KOTja OHM MPOCMaTpuBaid BIOKHOT.

®opOc mpodykaan B Hell JIUITb XW3Hb cepana, a Ctedad, B OCHOBHOM, BO3JICHCTBOBAJ Ha ee
uHTe UIeKT. Eil Ka3anock, 4to oHa OoJbiiie He XoueT BuaeTh Popoca.

Ho Bepona cHoBa yBujiena ero. OH pemw1 pa3BuTh yClex MepBOM BCTPEUM U CTaJl BIIOJHE
CO3HATEJIBHO TIPECIIeIOBATh €€.

Bepona pacckazana Credany, kak ©@opOc 3BOHIIT €l ¥ IPUCHLTAJ TeJIer paMMBbl, TOKa OHa CHOBA
HE OTBETUJIA EMY U M03BONIMIIA ceOe MONTH KyAa-HUOYAb C HUM, IPUYEM He OfIUH pa3, & HECKOJIBKO, B
KOMITaHUM 1 HaeauHe. U kak, B KOHIIe KOHIOB, PopOc yOeaut ee BHIOpaTh U MOJAPUTh €My OJIHY U3
KapTuH... CKpOMHBII Neri3ax, HAPUCOBAHHBIN €10, oka Credan ocmarpuBai YeHcronoepu-PuHr B
Caccekce. OHM IPOBENHU BECh JIETHUI JIeHb ¢ Onr3HeraMu, Hosmb 1 DBesiuH, y MaTtepl KOTOPBIX ObLT
kottek B [anbopo.

T'onoc Bce eme OpuBierocs: Ctedana mpeppaj ee pacckas.

— Sl momHIO TOT AEHb. S Bcerna roBOpHII, UTO 3TO OJJHA U3 TBOMX JIydIIUX padoT, Bepona. Xoten
OBl 51 3HATh, YTO JAYMAET O HEeW ITOT raJlaHTHBIN Maiop.

Bepona npoursopupoBaiia capkacTU4eCK1e HOTKU B OIIPEIEIEHUU «TaJIJaHTHBIN Mallop» U CKa-
3asa, uto PopOcy MOHpaBUIACh KAPTHHA, U OH PEIIJI BCTAaBUTH €€ B pamy. Terepb OHa BUCHT B €T0
KOMHAaTe HarpoTHB KpoBaTh. BepoHa yectHo nmpusHaiack Credany, uto PopOc ciierka mok puThKo-
BaJI ee padoTy, HO Ha CBOEM SI3bIKE.

Credan mporoBopus ObICTPO, 37T00HO:

— IToxoxe, oH BOOOIIIE HE TOBOPUT HAa TBOEM SI3BIKE.

Bepona orBeTHIa, cerka CKpUBUB IyObI:

— KoneuHo, 4enoBeK JOMKeH yUUThCS pa3roBapuBarh Ha sI3bIKe APYroro. To YCUIMBAET B3a-
MMOIIOHUMAaHHeE.

Credan He OTBETUII, TIOCTBIIAJICS TUXHIA CTYK, OyATO OH YPOHWII OPUTBY B PAKOBHHY.

— Jlymaio, HaM He CTOMT BCTYINaTh B CIIOP IO MOBOAY B3aMMOIIOHMMAaHHUsI, — rpousHec Cre-
¢an. — [Iponomkail pacckaspiBaTh O cBoeM Oyaylem myske. Kaxercs,, eMy MOAXOOUT orpeesieHe
«BeCceJIblid, XOpolmi napeHb». Koraa Tel Bmoomiack B Hero U nouemy? 3Hasi 1e0s1, 1 HUKoraa Obl
HE TOAyMaJl, YTO Thl MOKEIIb MOMIOONTh TIPE/ICTABUTENIS THIA «BECEJIBIX, XOPOIIUX MapHen». 51 Obl
HUKOT/Ia He TOAoIIe]T Obl ITO]] TaKOe OINMCAHUE, TIPaBa, MOSI PaJIoCTh?

Bepona BereixHyma. OHa Obiia rotoBa ckazarh Ctedany uTo, BO3MOXKHO, caM akT, yto Popode
TaK CHJIBHO OTJIMYAJICS OT Hero, 3auHTpuroBai ee. Kazanoce, Ctedan He MOHUMAJT, TOYEMY TTOTEPSLT
ee, MoyeMy OHa Tak u3MeHmIack. Ho oH naske He HaMeKasl Ha KeHUTHOY, Ha KOTOPYIO OHa HaIesIach.
A ®opOc cuntan ockopOIeHUEM MPEATIOKUTh ed YTO-THO00 APYroe, KpoMe KEHUTHOBI, y3HAB, UTO
BepoHna oTHOCHTCS] K HEMY OJIarOCKJIOHHO.

Ona pacckasana o nmomosske, motomy uro CtedaH HACTOMYMBO XOTeN y3HaTh 0 Hell. [Togpoo-
HOCTH OBUIM OMYILEHBI, XOTsI OHU OCTAJIVCh €llle OUYeHb SIPKUMHU B €€ MaMsITH.

Hanpumep, ToT yuk-3u, nmpoBeaeHHbIH eio B toMe [Ixeddepronos B Kemoepmu. Credan mor
BCTIIOMHUTb, 4TO BepoHa Torga ckasana emy, OyATO yeneT B KOHIE HENeaW K CBOMM JPY3bsiM, HO
HE YTOUHWIA KyJa, a OH U He nonHTepecoBascsa. CtedaH He OTIMYAIICS MYCTHIM JIIOOOIBITCTBOM U
0XU/IaJ, YTO OHA BEJIET CBOIO )KM3Hb TaK ke, KaK OH BeJ CBOI0. Kpome Toro, ero B TOT yUK-3H] KAaja
padota Haj1 00IOKKOW KHUTU. EMy TpeOOBaiCh IeHBI'H, YTOOBI OTUIATUTH PSIJ] CBOUX CUETOB.
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BosmorkHo, ecnit 061 Cteban peBHOBas BopoHy, Bce MOIJIo 00€pHYThCSI COBCEM TO-/IPyroMy.
Ho emy HuMKOrga He MPUXOIWIO B TOJIOBY, YTO €0 HAYMHAIOT MHTEPECOBATHCS IPyrue MYKUMHBL.
Kpome toro, ycriieHHO paboTasi, OH CTAHOBIJICSI 3aMKHYTBIM U MICKJTIOUATT €€ U3 KPyra CBOMX MbICIIEH.
BepoHna dyBcTBOBaJIa 3TO OTUYXJEHUE, U OHO eil MpuHOCKUiIO Oosb. BepoHa Haxomuia yTelieHue,
KyTasich B Jyyax HexxHOCTH PopOca, B €ro yCHIHMAX I0CTaBUTD €l YIOBOJIbCTBUE.

V Hero Obu1a ManieHbKast MarHa. OH oTBe3 Bopony B KemOepiu 1 ropio mpecTaBul ee CBoei
ceMbe.

Ona 6buta TpoHyTa ropaocteio Popdca. CBoelt cecTpe, BCTPETHBIIEH X MPSIMO y BOPOT, OH
cKazaJ MpsiMo:

— 310 Bepona. OHa BesMKoJienHa, He paB/a Jii?

Bce paccemesuncs. @umnma, criopTUBHAs AEBYIIKA C MPEKPACHBIMHU BOJIOCAMH U TOIYObIMH,
Kak y Opara, r71a3aMu, HOCUBILIAS OICKIY U3 TBUA, KPYIJble (DeTpOBbIE IUISTIIBI M [HKEMITEPHl PyYHOM
BSI3KH, C IPYXKEIOOHBIM MHTEPECOM B3IVIsIHY/Ia Ha TOCTHIO, 3aTeM oTBeTHIa Popocey:

— Koneuno. 11 Bepone:

— Moii Opat, He yMoIKasi, pacCKa3blBaJl O Bac. Bbl 1axke He mopo3peBaeTe, KaKoOi YecTH yao-
cToeHbl. MBI ¢ MaMO# Bcerja CUMTaId, YTO MAIIMHBI M PAAMO MHTEPECYIOT ero Kyaa OoJblie, YeM
neBymiky. Kaxercs, Bbl iepBasi, KOro oH IMprBe3 K HaM.

Bepona npousBena g0KkHOE BrieyaTieHue. Jlo TOro Kak mornactb B caM JIOM, OHa elre LeJTbIi
Yyac 0CO3HaBaJla B KHOCTh COOCTBEHHOM NEPCOHBI. Bee Halm ee MCKIIIoUUTeNTbHO KpacuBou. M Tak
u ckazami. OHM Bujenu ee KapTuHy U B Caccekce M BOCXUTHUJIMCHh TAJIAHTOM XyHOXKHHUIBL. W Tak
nainee... DTo ObLIO MPUATHOE M3MEHEHHe B 1U3HU Beponbl. OObIYHO OHa YyBCTBOBasIA ceOsi CKO-
BaHHO B MIPUCYTCTBUM OoJiee TATaHTIUBBIX Jiioged. CTedaH CKIIOHSIICA Tepe/i KpacoTou ee Julia U
(urypsl, HO OHa BCe ke MCTBITHBAJIA KOMILJIEKC HEMOTHOIIEHHOCTH B €r0 MPHCYTCTBHH.

B okpyxennu IxeddepronoB Bopona Opuia cama co0oi 1, HECMOTPSI HA MOJIOJOCTh, OOHApY-
XKUJ1a 3peJIOCTh MBICTIH.

Muccuc IxeddepToH okazanach NPUATHON MaJIEHbKOU ;KEHIIIMHOM, CEI0BOJIOCOM, C 3arope-
JIBIM TI0cjie MHOTUX JieT ku3Hu B MHaum, Kurae u na Cpennem Bocroke smnom. Kak u y chiHa,
ee cTpacThio Obl1a apMusi. OHa HUKOTJa He 3a0biBajia, YTo ObUIa JOUYEphIO TeHEpaa, U 4To ee MYXK
TOXE JOCITYKUJICS 10 TeHepasa. JKeHIMHa MPEeKIOHIach repes KakIbM MOMEHTOM M3 JJOJITUX JIET
CKUTaHUU TIO Pa3MYHBIM rapHu3oHam. OHa HaxXoouIa CBOe MECTO B JTI0OOW OpraHu3alvy, CBsI3aH-
HOU C apMHeH, SIBJIsIach TEPBbIM JIMLIOM Ha pabouux Bevepax, B BOCMUTAHUM JIETEH, B PUCMOTPE
3a )KeHAMH U JIEThMU JIpYyrux ouiiepoB. JKeHIHa Beeraa Haclak/1aiach MPeKPacHbIM 3[0POBbEM,
Obla 3aHATA M cyacTiMBa. BepoHa cpasy MOHsIA, YTO MaTh XKeJaeT TAKOro ke MPOCTOro CYACThbs
CBOEMY ChIHY. BHe apMuM ee HUYero He MHTEPEeCOBAJIO U, HACKOJILKO CMOIJIa TIOHATh BepoHa ¢ mep-
BOTO B3MJIsAa, HE OYEHb XOPOIIO pa3drpasach B OCTATbHOM.

Mars Bocxumanack @opdcom. Bee, UTo OH Jienan uiv roBopuit, ObUIO MPaBWIIbHBIM. BepoHy
ynuBIIsiIo, kak Popoc BeIpoc HemzOanoBaHHBIM. Ero cecTpa nmpucoequHsiach K ToMy IMOKJIOHHHYE-
ctBy. Ho oH BocripriHUMaT Bce 6€33a00THO, Oe3 TIo-HaCTosIIeMy ITyOOKUX 9yBCTB. B 3101 6€33200T-
HocTr PopOc 6611 MU UM. OCOOSHHO XOPOITIO OH OTHOCHJICS K MalIbuMKy, K Hukomacy. CmepTsb ero
39T, TIOKOWHOTO KanuTaHa KieliToHa, KoTophiii BoeBa, kak u ®opoc, caenana Pummmnimy BIOBOM,
nosyyvaonien nescuio, u muccuc IxeddeproH, korma onn ocrayimch HaeauHe ¢ BopoHoid, nocne-
IIAJ1a PacCcKasaTh O BEJMKOMYIIMHU chiHa. OH MIaTii 3a 00y4eHre CBOero MaJIeHbKOTO IJIEMsIHHHKA,
KOTOPOT0, €CTECTBEHHO, KJJajla Kapbepa BOeHHOro. (D10 ObLJIO pelieHo 3apaHee.) BopoHa mokuHy:a
JIOM HEMHOTO OIlleJIoMJIeHHas! OOJBIION nH(pOpMarel 00 apMEeCKUX Aeslax W IMoJ CHIIbHBIM BIIe-
yatieHueM. «BenkosnenHo, — gymana oHa, — Takasi BEpPHOCTb TPAJULIMSM, TAKOW MATPUOTU3M.

C nerkum yKosioM BUHBI BepoHa BCIOMHMIIA, C KAKUM MCKPEHHUM OTBPAIICHUEM OTHOCHJICS
K rofaM, nposesieHHbIM Ha ¢tote, Credan. Ho, KoHeuHO, OH He ObUT CO3AaH ISl BOGHHOM CITyKOBI.
A ®opOc poanIics: ¥ BBIPOC CONAATOM.
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Bepona nokunyna KemOepinu ¢ BrieuatieHueMm, 9to ceMbsi ke hepToHOB OueHb IpyKemo0-
Has. OHM IpUramam ee Kak «mnoapyry» dopbdca ¢ HECKpHIBAEMBIM BOCXHIIIEHHUEM, TOCTETIPUNM-
HOCTBIO Y HEKHOCTBIO. Brieuatsienne BopoHbI OT ToMa HarOMHHAJIO BrieYaT/IeHrne o cembe... M 1o,
1 ipyroe ObUIO MUJIBIM U OOBIKHOBEHHBIM. HrKakoro ocobeHHOro BKyca B 0OCTaHOBKE WJTH O(pOpM-
nenuu. [IpenecTHble BEUMUKM CKPOMHOTO JU3aiiHA M HEBBICOKOW CTOMMOCTH, TMEepeMekalolrecs
HETJIOXMM CEMEWHBIM cepeOpoM, Mapoil BHICOKMX OOKAJIOB 3MOXM reHepana Yurmenzaeiia u 6iopo
BpEeMEH KOpOJieBbl AHHBI, NPUHAJICKABIIIEEe «PHUCOBaBINei» Oadke. KoHeuno, Bopone mokazanu
aKKypaTHBIE, BHITIOJTHEHHbIe Oe3 BIOXHOBEHUS IMei3axu 0abyIKu, U Te OKa3aauch OJIeJHBIMU, KaK
neBymika u npennonarana. Ho muccuc IxeddepToH mokasana ux ¢ TOpAOCTHIO U MOXKaJIeNa, YTo
6a0yIka He JOKWIIA JI0 BCTPEUH ¢ Ioporoi xynoxuureid BopoHoit. Ho Hu cama muccuc dxeddep-
TOH, HU KTO-JIMOO JIPyroil M3 CEMbH HE BOCHPUHSIIM UCKYCCTBO FOCTHU BCEPhe3. B MX MOHATHM 3TO
OBbLIO JIUITH MUJIBIM X000M. OHU YJIBIOAMCH MPU MBICTA, YTO OHa HAMEpEeHa MPOBECTH BCIO CBOKO
KU3Hb CPEAU KapTUH U KUCTEU.

daktrueckn, [IxeddepToHsl ObLIM MOXOKU HA POIHOH oM BepoHBI 1 JKMBYIIHX IO COCE/ICTBY
JHONei.

Bepona MHOro 1ymMasia 0 60JIbIIIOM CTAPOMOJHOM JIOMe B X3MIICTE/Ie, T/ie MPOIILIO €€ AETCTBO.
Bepona Obl1a rpegaHHa CBOEH MIJION MaTepH, KOTopasi JOJTo, MOCIie HAITPACHBIX YCHITUIA IIPOBOAUTD
’KU3HB B 9JIETAHTHOM J0cyre, paboTasia OOBIKHOBEHHO! MPUCITYTOM U B CBOOOJHOE BpeMs IIIa Tia-
Thsl IS ce0s1 ¥ CBOEY TIPEKPACHOU JOYEPH.

Ee orer1, muctep JIoHr, ObUT OTCTaBHBIM YHpaBJistionuM O0aHka. Ero qom nmousHocuiics 3a rofpl
Y C TeX Top TakuM 1 ocTajicsi. OH ObUT CIUIIKOM OOJIBIIIMM TSI XO35IIHA, HO TOT MPUBBIK K HEMY, K
CBOEMY CaJly ¥ He XOTelI HAKy/a ye3xkarb. Muctep JISHT SBIsUICS yBI€YEHHBIM CaIOBHUKOM, 000KaI
BBIpAIIMBATh PO3bl. MECTO BBIMVISAAEIO MUPHBIM, YIOOHBIM, M1 BepoHy HUKOIZa HHMKyHa OTTyAa He
TSHYJIO.

TosbKO Koraa pa3BUIICs e XyI0KEeCTBEHHBIN TaJIaHT, KOT/Ia OHA IoTasia Mo Moryyee BIMsHUE
Credana, nosiBUIach HEYJOBIETBOPEHHOCTh IOMOM. DTO ObLT cTepeoTurl. BopoHa mocTuria Kysb-
MUHAIMY, KOTra OOHApYXWja, YTO IITOPHI, TIOKPhIBAjla M JaXe [BETOUHbIE KOBPHI HETPHUATHBI €e
r1a3y. OHa nelTajack MOHATH U OLIEHUTD NpeKpacHsble 11BeTa U popMbl. A CteaH, XOTsS OH U HE MOT
MO3BOJIUTH ceGe YTO-HUOYb KYNHUTh, OYeHb MHOTO 3HAJ 00 AaHTUYHBIX NMPOM3BEICHUSX MCKYCCTBA.
OnHaX bl OHM CTAJIM TIPEJCTABIATH JOM, B KOTOPOM CMOIJIM OBl )KUTh, IOM, B KOTOPOM OOCTaHOBKA
ObL1a OBI POCTOM 1 TIPEJIECTHOM, TJie BUcesa Obl BCETO OHA KapTUHA — IIEIEBP.

Korna Bepona Haxonunack y JIxxeddepToHoB, ee nopasuia MbIC/Ib, YTO OHA HE HaIllIa 3/1eCh
HU4ero, yemy Hayunn ee Credan. BopoHa cHiIbHO paccTpowmiach, HO TYT ke 3a0buia BCE TOPECTH,
MOCKOJbKY PopOc ObUT TaK MUJI C Hel BO BpeMs 0OpaTHOM JOPOTH B TOPOJ, OHU TaK IyJeCHO Moo0e-
JlaJId BMECTe U B TOT ke Beuep TaHieBaiu B Capoiie.

Korga Credan cran HacTauBarh Ha Oolsiee mogpoOHoM pacckaze o Popdce, Bepona 3acompo-
THUBJISLTach. B OCHOBHOM MOTOMY, UTO He XoTena, utoosl Credan qyman, OyITo OHa crenaia «Imar
Has3ag» B CBOEM AyXOBHOM OOpa30BaHUH.

«Jlom Popbca ObUT OUApOBATETHHBIM», — CKa3ajla OHa U OBICTPO Mepelna K KpaTKOMY OIuca-
HUIO TIOCJIEAYIOIIMX HECKOJIBKUX HeJesb, B TeUeHUe KOTOPhIX OHM YacTO BCTPEYAJUChH 10 Beuepam,
korga PopOc mpueskan Ha 00es. .. WM Ha YUK-9H]I.

Credan 3aKOHUYMIT OPUTHCS U CTAJT OJIEBATHCA.

OH nopomen u Beran psagoM ¢ Beponoid. Ero 6neaHoe nuiio ObUIO ITIAJKUM, BOJIOCH — aKKY-
parHo npryecaHHbIMU. OHa 3a0€CTIOKOMIIACHh M3-3a €r0 HE3[J0POBOTO BU/IA M BBATUBIIMXCSA 71a3. Cre-
(ban cHOBa Haje1 CBOM OYKHU. EMy puXoamioch HOCUTh X W3-32 HaNpsiKeHus 1i1a3. BepoHa Bcrom-
HWIA, KaK OHU BOJIHOBJIMCH, KOT/IA MO BMECTE K ONTHUKY.

Credan He cTai Obl TPATUTHCS HA OKYJIMCTA, HO MO3BOJIMII OOCITYKHUTh ceOsl TPOIABILY OTHOTO
U3 KPYIHBIX Mara3uHoB.
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OH cros11, 3aCyHYB pyKM B KapMaHbl, cMOTpes Ha Bopony u ynbidaincs. Ero ysmio Huuero He
BbIpaxaso. Kazanoce, Ctedan BAPYT CTaT XOJMOAHBIM U 4y:KuUM. [1oUTH CMEIIHbIM.

— UTtak, — mpousHec oH, — Bce 9TH HeJleNIM MOsl MaJleHbKast BepoHa nmpoBojnia cBoe cCBOOOIHOE
BpeMs ¢ CUMIIaTUYHBIM MariopoM. BoT mouemy s Tak gosro He Buuen ee. Ml BOT mouemy oHa Ternepb
TaK OTBPATUTEIILHO PUCYET.

Bepona Bcrbixnyna. Ctedan Bcerga craBuil ee B HeJIoBKoe monoxkeHue. Popodc obparasics ¢
Heit kak ¢ 6oruneit. Ho Credan. .. Ee Bcerma cBoauio ¢ yma, 4To B €ro MpUCYTCTBUHM OHA HE MOTJIa
CTaTh XO3SIMKOM TMOJIOKeHus . .. Ecii oH Korma-mmoOo v MpeKJIOHSICS Tiepe]l Hel, TO JIMIIL Ha MTHOBe-
HHE. .. a 3aTeM ObICTpBIN, OcTpbiil yM CreaHa 3aHMMaIa Kakasi-To Jpyras MbIC/ib. B 3ToM, KOHEYHO,
M 3aKJTI0YaJIach MOJIOBMHA €T0 O4apoBaHUs: HeyJoBUMocTh. Ho monoOHoe noBenenue yousaso Bep-
HoHy. OHa Oosibilie He MorJIa pookaTh moouts Ctedana. Poman ¢ @opOcom yrerman ee, BoccTa-
HaBJIMBAJ CUJIBL. P10M ¢ MaitopoM oHa uyBcTBOBasa ceds criokoiHo. Co CtedhaHOM OHa 3HaJIa BOC-
TOPI' ¥ CepAAEUHYIO OOJIb. .. HO CIIOKOWCTBUE — HUKOT/A.

— Urak, — onsate 3aroBopui CredaH, — Bce 3aKOHYWIOCH MPEIIOKEHUEM BCTYIUTh B Opak,
KOTOpOE ThI MPHHSIIA BYepa Beuepom?

— Hla, — orBetiiia Bepona.

Credan OpocrT HACMENUTUBHIN B3IJIST Ha ee Kobilo. OHO CBepkHYJO, Korja BepoHa morire-
BeJIWJIA PYKOIL.

— W y Hero yxe ObLI0 ¢ codoii kombiio? KpacHoTa ee 1miek crasa ryiie.

— Jla, B camoM jiesie. DTO KOJBLO pUHaAJekaso ero 6adymke. OH cKa3all, 4To ero MpHaeTCs
niepenenarh AJis MeHsl, IOCKOJIbKY OHO HEMHOTO CTApOMOJHOE.

— Ho xameH»b 11eHHBIH, — paccestHHO TpousHec CredaH, ToToM 100aBuIT:

— Xaue, g1 HUKOTIA HE MOT cee MO3BOIUTD NoIapuTh Tede Konbio. Ho eciu Obl 51 caenat 3to,
TO BbIOpas Obl He OpusUTHaHT. BooOie He anvassl. [lymaro, st mpuaymai Obl YTO-HUOYAb CaM. .. 4TO-
TO OY€Hb KPaCUBOE M HEOOBIYHOE.

BepoHa nogHsisia CBOM MpO3payHble ri1asa.

— Ho storo He ciyunsiocs, Ctedan, — MATKO CKa3asia OHa.

— A teniepb ThI cobupaerbest crath Muccuc Popoc IxeddeproH.

— Ja.

— KeHoii BOEHHOTO.

— DTO IOCTOMHO Mpe3peHusi?

— Hao6oport. Ho ycrpownt i Te0s Takast xku3Hb? Kaxercs, Thl TOBOpHIIA MHE, YTO €IMHCTBEH-
HBIM TBOHMM JKEJIAHUEM SIBJISIETCS TIPEK PACHBIN, 00YCTPOSHHBIH IOM C MaCTEPCKOM, C XOPOIIMM BUIOM
Ha 03epo, Ha peKy WM Ha Topbl, He Tak Ju? JInbo kBapTUpa Ha HaOepeKHOH ¢ OKHamMu Ha Temsy.
JIn6o korTremx B eBoHmmpe. Most joporas, Thl HEe ITOMYUHIIT> HIYEro ToXoxkero. Thl Oyaels KUTh
B aPMEMCKMX KBapTUPaxX U Mepee3kaTh U3 rapHU30HA B TapHU30H. Y TeOs He OyaeT BHIOOpa BUJIOB.
Apmeiickue KBapTUpPBl OOJIBIIEN YacThio HEBEPOSTHO Oe300pa3Hbl. Thl HE HAIENh TaM HUYETO U3
TOrO, K UeMy crpemMmiack. MHe KaXeTcsl CTPaHHBIM, YTO ThI BAPYT TaK CHJIBHO U3MEHWIACh... U
BbIOpasa B MYKbsl COJIJIaTa.

BepoHna HepBHO c:kMMasa v pa3KiMala Majblibl, YyBCTBYsI OECIIOKONCTBO, BHI3BAHHOE CIIOBAMMU
Credana. Hakonen ona cka3zana:

— 41 He HamMepeBaslach CTAHOBUTHCS JKEHON BOEHHOTO. [IpocTo Tak BhIILIO... Tak ciryumsocs,
YTO 51 BBIOpaJIa YesioBeKa, KOTOPBIN OKa3aJicsl BOSHHBIM, U JIOJDKHA CMUPHUTBCS € ero Tpodeccreit.

— W THI Ha camoM JeJie IOHMMAellb, YTO BJIEYET 3a COOOM XKU3Hb B Iepee3siax U3 jareps B
narepn?

— ITO HEMPUATHOE BBIPAXKEHUE, U 1 He TIOHUMAI0, T0YeMY TaKasi )KU3Hb JIOJKHA OBITH IJIOXOM, —
XOJIONHO OTO3BasIachk BepoHa. — ®opOC roBOPUT, UTO €CTh HECKOJIBKO OYE€Hb MUJIBIX MECT, U 51 MOTY
MMETb TaM IIPEKPACHBIN JIOM.
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— Beumw u noma npyrux Jiozeit, — Habpocuiicst Ha Hec CtedaH, — WM Ka3eHHbIe KBAPTUPBI U
MeOeb. ..« opuepoB...» — oH paccMesiyics. — Tak 310 oHu HasbiBaoT? Camoe O0JIbHOE BOCIIO-
MUHaHKE O TOIaX Moel CirykObl. MHe MPUXOQUIOCH CIBIIIATh BOPYaHHE HEKOTOPBIX JKEH MOPCKHX
o¢uriepoB. Tbl 000CHOBBIBACIILCS, 4 TBOETO MyKa KyJa-To MepeBoAsaT. U Tak mpogomkaercs. .. Toj
3a roioM. Thl HUKOT/Ia HE 3HaEelllb, YTO KJET TeOs Briepenu. Jonrue pa3iyKu — A0Jrue My TelecTBUs.
Tak Tebe Bce 3TO IOHPABUTCS ?

— ®opOc JymaeT, YTo MHE IOHPABUTCS My TEIIECTBOBATD. . .

— ®opbc nymaet? — HeteprienuBo noBTopuit Ctedan. — Koneuno. OH xouet Te0s. OH HamMepeH
HApHCOBATh BEJMKOJICITHENIYI0 KaPTHHY KHU3HHU, KOTOPYIO ThI OyZellb BECTH. A UTO JyMaellb Thi?
370 U3BECTHAs IITYKa, MIJIasi. Thl 4epTOBCKM HeyBepeHa B ceOe. Tebe HykeH KTO-To, KTO Ayma Obl
3a Te0s1. Tl xouelb, YToObI TeOs1 HanpaBsi. Tl o3BOMIsIeNIs Maliopy ke depTony Bectu Tebds
noj1 3ByKH (pandap, mox pazeeBaomumcs gpaarom bputanuy npsiMo Ha 1iall, Iie Tl ¥ KeHbl JPyTHuX
o(HLIepOB BBICTPOUTECH ISl cMOTpa!

BepoHa KOpOTKO, CEpaUTO YCMEXHYJIACh, IOIHSIACH U 3aTYIINJIA CUTAPETy O Fa30BYIO TUIHTY.

— He 6yap Takum cveniabiM, Cteda. Thl CHITBHO MTpeyBeInYMBaeIilb ¥ MPEeK PacHO 3HAEIIlb 3TO.

— Ouens xopoo. [laBaii Oynem 6osee TOUHBIMU. Thl IOTEpsIEIIb BKYC U BCE UJIealTbl, KOTOPbIE
TeOe JIOPOTH. . . IOBEPHEIIbCS CIIMHOM K CBOEMY JKEJIAHHIO CTAaTh XOPOIIMM XYAOKHUKOM, JIUIITUIIHCS
BCSKOTO BJJOXHOBEHHsI, Kakoe Korjaa-imoo uvena. Tel cradens mpocto muccrc Popoc dxeddep-
TOH. TBOM KU3Hb M JKEJNAHUs CTaHYT BTOPOCTENEHHBIMU TOcie ero. Thl OyJemb KUThbe MykeM U
OKa’KelIbCsl MOIIOIIEHHOW UM. B KoHIle KoHIIOB 0T Bepons! JIsHT HUuero He ocraHercs. Thl 3TOr0
X0uelnib?

Bepona oTkuHys1a Ha3a/ rojoBy.

— U Bce-Taku s Iymaio, Thl IpeyBennuuBaeiib. [lodeMy Obl MHE He MPOJOIKATh PUCOBATH
3amyxkeM? 3aueM MHe OpocaTh UCKYCCTBO U CBOIO JIMUHYIO KU3Hb?

— IMotomy uto npuzercs. O, Tl MOXEIIb CAENATh XKaIKyI0 Ma3HIO U ceiiuac, u moToM. Ho Thi
K€ He Has3bIBaelllb 3TO UCKYCCTBOM, npaBaa? Y T1eOs He OyaeT BpeMeHH sl yueObl, 1Jisl TIOCTOSH-
HBIX YCWJIMI ¥ KOHLIEHTPAIMK, HEOOXOIUMBIX ISl XOPOIIETro XyAoKHUKA. Thl Oyzienib BeCTH X0351i-
CTBO CBOETO MYyXa U pa3BJieKaThb ero Apy3eil. YTpeHHul kode ¢ keHaMu 0(pUIIepOB — «OAMHHAIIIA-
TUYa-COBUKU», KaK OHU 3TO Ha3bIBaloOT. [Toxomsl mo marasunam... O, boxe! bazapsl... {1 3Hai0 Bech
BOCHHBIN JKaproH. A Tel O HeM jaxe He ciblmana. M 3to He ycrpout Teds1, Bepona. Thl He Takou
yesioBeK. Thl UyBCTBUTENIbHA, HEBEPOSITHO OBICTPO OIIEHHMBAEIb YM M KPACOTY, TOJIOIHA O 3HAHU,
Kak U s1. Thl 3aBsHEIIb B 9TOM MYCTOTE, B MPOKJISTON MEXaHUUECKOW apMeicKol atMocdepe. YMpenib
OT CKYKH, KOT/Ia IPOWIeT HOBM3HA ONTyIIeHH. YTOOB MOTyYaTh YIOBOJIbCTBUE OT CEMEHHOM KU3HU
C BOEHHBIM, JKEHIIIMHA HE JIOJDKHA MMETh HU YMa, HU MHTEPECOB, BBIXOASIINX 32 Mpeesibl podec-
cuu myka. Tel urpaems B Opumk? Her. Tebe HpaBsATcs: OeCKOHEUHbIE BEUYCPUHKYU C KOKTSUISIMU U
npocukuBaHue B Oapax 3a 6okanoM c jxkuHom? Her! BynyT muist Te6s1 KM3HEHHO BaKHBIMU TTPOJIBH-
KEHUe Myka MO CIIyX)0e, ero XOpoIIrue OTHOLIEHHUSI ¢ KOMaHIUPOM WM TBOE 3HAKOMCTBO C KEHOM
nonkoBHuKa? Het? Thl ieficTBUTEIHHO XOUElTb 3a0pOCUTh PUCOBAHUE, MY3bIKY, KHUT'H, UTPHI. .. pau
)KaJIKOTO Mpo3s10aHusI B rapHU30He? X0ouels?

Bepona 3actbuia. Ee nuiio criibHO modnenHeno. OHa oOHapykuia, 4To BCS JPOXKUT. 371004,
HerojioBaHue U crpax nepej CredaHoM BO3HUKJIM B HEW OJHOBPEMEHHO. BepoHa cTpacTHO XoTena,
yT00bI POPOC OKa3AIICS ceitvac 3/1eCh, OTBETUII MY, 3ALIUTHUII €€ U CBOIO IMPOMECCHUI0, a TAKKE KU3Hb,
KOTOpYIO Ipejyiarai eu.

— To1 mpocto crymaentb kpacku, Credan, — ckazana oHa. — PopOc mpeaynpeana MeHs, 4To
Hala )KU3Hb MOXeT ObITh CKPOMHOM, HO HE TaKOW, KaK Thl €e OMHChIBaellb. M 1 MOTY COXpaHUTb
Y CBOM KHHUTH, U CBOIO KYJIBTYpPY. DTO TBOsI (DaHTa3Ms1, YTO B OPUTAHCKOW apMHUM HET KyJIbTYpHBIX,
oOpazoBaHHbIX JoAei. Kcratu, ®opOc Buepa roBopui MHe, YTO UX TMOJKOBHUK OUY€Hb MY3bIKAJIEH. . .
CIIyIIaeT Bce CUM(MOHUYECKHE KOHILIEPTHI.

Bepona nporoBopmiia 310, Kak ONpaBbIBAIOIIUIACS peOSHOK.
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CredaH HENIPUATHO YCMEXHYIICS.

— ¥ Hero, KOHEUHO, MOXeT ObITh BpeMsI CIIyIaTh fepenayur o paauo. Ho ecm ero He mounutor
B KOE-KaKHe MeCTa, XOpOIlo MHe U3BeCTHbIe. Thl He MOXeIllb paCCUMTHIBaTh, uTo PopOca Ha3HAUYAT
B [IMBIWJIM30BAHHYIO YacTh MUpA. Bl BIIOJTHE MOXeTe OKa3aThCs B IIEHTPE MYCTHIHMU.

— Xopomo. Eciu Tak, s BeI» CMOTY pUCOBaTh Mel3aky B MYCThIHE, HE TaK JIU? — TOPSYO BOC-
KJIMKHY/1a Bepona. — Uto MoxeT MHe nomenars?

— Huuero, — orBetun Credan, — Kpome Toro ¢akra, KOTOPHIi MHE XOPOILIO U3BECTEH: €CJIU Thl
BBIIJICIITH 32 9TOTO MapHs, Te0e He yAacTCs CAeNaTh HU OAHOrO Maska. Thl OyJeltb CITUIIKOM 3aHsTa
€ro KU3HBIO. .. ¥ IEThMU, — TIOOABHJI OH C SIZIOBUTOM YCMEIIIKOW. — MHOTO MaJIeHbKUX BeCeJbiX OyIIy-
X O(pUIIEPOB C UTPYIIIEYHBIMU CONJATUKAMHU, [KATIAMHA U MOJEJISIMU CaMOJIETOB. A MX Tara cra-
HET C JIETCTBA YYUTh MX MPEKPACHOMY MCKYCCTBY pa3pyllleHus... youicTea. Bee, KOHEUHO, BO UM
CJIaBbl 1 CAMOOOOPOHBI.

Bepona Bapyr 3akpbuia JIMIIO pyKaMH, OIIyIIasi CTPAIIHY0 APoXb. Ka3anoch HEeBO3ZMOKHBIM,
yto Ctedan 061agan CuiIoi, 4To0bl TaK MOIIHO ¥ TOYHO YIApUTh B 1iesib. OH ObUT )KeCTOKMM U Oe3-
’KaJOCTHBIM.

Bepona nouyBcTBOBas1a, Kak pyku CtedaHa nprxay ee K Hemy. JJoxk b roreryeB 00pymics
Ha ee Bosiochl. Hagymomiennsiii rosoc Credpana mpousHec:

— 4 mo-nipexnaemMy o000 Teds. Odens moomo Teds. O, BepoHa, noporas, eciiv Obl s TOJTBKO
MOT TTPEAJIOKUTD TeOe BBITH 32 MEHS 3aMYXK. .. €CJIM OBl s TOJIbKO MMEJI ITPaBO CAENATh 3T0. § yBepeH,
THI MOpBaja Obl C 3TUM MapHeM | npunuia ko Mue. [Ipasna? [TpaBna, Bepona?

Ero crpactsb 1 cuiia cJI0B Tak HCIyrajia ee, YTo OHa He CMOTIJIa HU4ero ckaszaTb. BepoHa Haxonu-
J1ach B TIOIyOOMOPOYHOM COCTOSTHUH, poxana B 00bsatusx Credana. Eif BoBce He XOTeI0Ch 3TOTrO.
Omna cobupanack 3amyxk 3a ®opoca. 3a DopoOca, ubs MOOOBH He OblJTa OypHOU, HE MOTJIa BOOTYIIIe-
BUTH ee, Kak ToOoBb Ctedana. OHa ommyaiack 3a00TIMBOCTHIO, CTPACTHIO, CMATYEHHON HEXHO-
ctbio. PopOc yreman u ychuisiii BepoHy 4yBcTBOM 0€30MacHOCTH, (haIbIIMBBIM HJTH HACTOSIIIIUM, —
oHa He 3Haia. OHa 3Haja TOJIBKO, YTO el HeoOxoamma Oe3omacHoCTh. BepoHa He permanach 3aaaTh
cebe Borpoc, uyro Oyner, ecnmu CtedaH cacTcsi U TOMBITACTCS BEPHYTh €€, 3aMaHUB OOeIaHueM
KEHUThCSI.

3aTeM OH, Kak Bcerja, Bce penmi 3a Hee caM. OH HeCKOJIBKO Tpy0o OTTONKHYJ BepoHny.

— 4 nymato, Tebe nyuine yitu, — ckazan Credan. — IT1a BcTpeda He IPUHECET HUUEro XOPOIIero
HU OIHOMY M3 Hac. U s He UMero TIpaBa MbITaThCsl YBOAUTH TeOsI ¢ JOPOTH, KOTOPYIO Thl BhIOpama. S
HE MOTY JKeHUThCS Ha TeOe. .. 51 He Mor Obl OBITh HACTOSIIIIUM MYKEM, JIaxke ecIi Obl CTasl TBOUM. S
HE MOIX0XY HU TeOe, HM KaKOW-TMOO0 JIPyrou sKeHIrHe. BBIXoau 3a CBOEro 10pororo Maiiopa v 0y/ib
cuacmmBa. Panu Bora, Oyap cuactimBa. 910 Bee, 0 4eM s mpority. Eciii Tel He cTaHeIb CYacTIIMBOM,
BCE MOU CTPAJaHMs OKAXYTCsl HAITPACHBIMH.

Bepona npuxkaia cBoM pyKH K IbutalonmM 1ekam. Ee riasza, Mokpele ot cie3, ymonsui Cre-
(ana. Ho oH He Jemnas momnbiTok BepHYTh BEpoHY B CBOM OOBATHS WM KaK-TO YCIIOKOUTb. Ero mio
Ka3aJIoch BbICEUeHHBIM U3 KamHs. CtedaH cMoTpen Ha BepoHy Tak ke, Kak B TOT pas, KOrja OHa
BIIEpPBbIE BOILIA B CTYAUIO — XOJIOJHO.

— 41 He mpuy Ha TBOIO CBaILOY, JAaxe ecr MeHs mpuriacaT. Thl Beb MOMMEIIb 3TO, paBaa?

Bepona cnabo kKuBHYyIa, J0CTala M3 CYMOYKHM HOCOBOH TUIATOK M BhITEpIa 71a3a. OHa 4yBCTBO-
BaJia cebs1 ITyOOKO HECYaCTHOM, MOTEPSIHHOM 1 oqrHOKOM. [laxe BocriomuHaHue o Popodce He MOTIIo
MpUIaTh €l CUJI, YCIIOKOUTh B 3TOT MOMeHT mpoianus co Crepanom. Y Bapyr Bepona 4yTh He
OTIPsIHYJIA OT yXKAaCHOW MBICIT — OHA TOHsUIA, YTO Mo-TipeskHeMy Jiioout Credpana u Bcerga Oyner
JOOUT.

Ho HecMOTpst Ha HepelmmMTeTbHOCTh, Ha XapaKTEPHBIH JIJIs1 Hee HeAOCTATOK TBEPAOCTU U MHU-
[MATUBBl B KPU3UCHBIX CUTYyalusaX, BepoHa B3suia ceOs B pyKHW M MOMpOIaiack ¢ HUM. YeM cko-
pee BBIATH U3-TIOJI €0 BIUSHUS, TOKMHYTh €r0 MacTepCKyio, TeM JIydllie — pelnia oHa. Tenepsb ei
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HEOoOXO0IMMO Hay4UThCs TIoOUTh PopOca, AaTh eMy BO3MOKHOCTD MOITIOTUTD €€ TIOJTHOCTHIO B HOBOM
’KU3HU, KOTOPYIO OH Ipeasiara.

Ouenb OnieqHast v mofaBieHHas1, BepoHa B3si1a cBOe MaJibTo, HaJlesIa €ro ¥ MOBsi3aJia Ha BOJIOCHI
mapd. Credan cTosu1 HEMOABMKHO U HaOmozaan 3a Hell. UyBcTBa OyllieBaad B HEM C TaKOW CHJIOH,
YTO 3TO OBLIO MOYTH HEBBIHOCUMO. «Y3KacHO, — MOJyMaJl OH, — KOTJla TAKOE CTPOMHOE, HEeKHOE CyIIle-
CTBO, 3Ta ,,po304Ka“, — Kak CredaHn yacto Ha3biBal BepoHy, — Tak MHOTO 3HAUUT ISl MEHSI». DTO
MOXET HAaHECTU CMEpPTeJIbHYIO paHy. [IJ1sl Hero mouTv CMepTh 3HaTh, YTO OH MOCJIEAHUIA pa3 BUAUT,
KaK OHa TOBSI3BIBAET CBOM MIap( MOBEPX MBIIIHBIX, BbIOMMXCS KalmTaHOBBIX BOJIOC M TIOATSTHBACT
T0SIC 3HAKOMOT'O TOJIyOOro MajibTo, a 3aTeM MEJICHHO HATATMBAET IIepPCTsIHbIe nepyaTku. [Jaxke ux
Credan Buzien1 MHOrO-MHOTO pa3. OHu ObLH noapeHsl Bepone Ha nporioe PoxaecTBo, u mepeTb
Ha MpaBO¥ CUJIbHO BBITEPJIACh.

IMocre ee yxoma Credana xianu crpariabie MydeHus. OH 3HaJ 9T0, HO OBUIO yKe MO3/IHO YTO-
MO0 MpeaPUHAMATD.

Hakownen BepoHna nozomiuia u BCtaia psjoM ¢ HUIM ¢ KPOTKUM, YMOJISIOIIMM BbIpasKEHHEM TTpe-
KPacHBIX TPYCTHBIX I71a3, KOTOPbIE YacTO CBOAMIIHM ero ¢ yMa. Korga oHa Tak cMoTpena, B Hell ObLUIo
YTO-TO *KaJOCTHO cradoe, a CtedaH eBa cASPKUBAIICS, YTOOBI He OPOCUTHCS TIepe]] Hell Ha KOJISHH,
MIPUKATHCS JIMIIOM K €€ CTHCHYTBIM PyKaM M MOJIUTb €€ HE YXOIUTb.

Bepona npousHeciia ciabbiM rojiocom:

— Jo ceunanus. [loxanyiicra, npocru Mens, Ctedan.

OH c:xai 3yObl.

— Tel He cnenana HAYETo, 3a YTO TeOs Hy’KHO ObLJIO OBl IPOCTUTh, MOSI MIJIAs IeBOYKA. Thl
HUKOI/Ia He TIPUHA/IJIeXkala MHE M ThI [TPaBa, YTO BBIXOAMIIIb 32 Y€JIOBEKa, KOTOPOro BhIOpaa.

Bepona cnenana 6ecriomonissii xect, u Ctean mo0aBwI:

— IIpoct MeHs 3a MO€ MOBEIEHHE.

— 0, Credan, — ckazasia OHa, — 5 y3HaJIa TaK MHOTO CYACThsI ¢ TOOOU U Oaronaps tebe. S nepen
TOOOU B OOJIBITIOM J10JTy. Thl HAYUWIJI MEHS BCEMY.

ITH CJI0BA BBI3BAIN Y HETO 31TYI0 YCMEIIIKY.

— Moe obyueHre He paccuuTaHo Haaoiro. Thl CKOpo Bce 3a0y/ellib.

— Her. Ono HeoOxomumo MHe. Tol ommobaenibest HacdeT apMud. S1 cMOry MpoIoKaTh PUCO-
BaThb, — HacTauBaJla BepoHa.

Credan nogHs 171a3a K HeOy.

«Yt0, — MogyMmaJ OH, — B KEHIIMHE 3aCTaBJISIET €€ BhIIABIUBATH MOCIIEAHIO YHIIMIO SMOIUI U3
curyaiun? MyKX4rHa JIOOUT MOKOHYHUTH CO BCEM MOOBICTpee, OCOOEHHO, KOT/Ia pa3roBOp MPUYMHSIET
6omb». Ctedpan ObUT yBepeH, UTo BepoHa 1mo-cBoeMy CTpajiaer, HO, Ka3ajioch, OHa CMaKoOBajla 3TU
crpaganus. Bee keHImHbI, perut oH, Mazoxuctku. Ho Credan He cobupascst mo3Bonsth Bepone
MPOJOJIKATh CIIEHY IPOIAHUs, YAOBJIETBOPATh €€ caMOio0ne WM K1aTh, KOTJa ee HAYHYT yOek-
IaTh, YTO OHA MOCTyMaeT abCOMOTHO MpaBuIbHO. OH HE BEpPUJI B TO, YTO 3TO MPABMIIBHO, M YTO OHA
Oynet cuactimBa ¢ Popocom IxeddeproHoMm.

— Tenepp TH Bce pemia, Bepona, — mpousHec CredaH, CJIOBHO pa3roBapHBasi ¢ peOEHKOM,
OKa3aBIIIMMCSl Y HETO Ha JIOpore.

Omna movyBcTBOBasa yIpek, ocyxkaenue. Ha ee e BCIIBIXHYIM KpacHble TSATHA, HO BepoHa
C MOKOPHBIM KECTOM HAKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY U MPOIIIENTaa:

— o cBuaaHus.

Credan nmopoImesn K JBepy MacTepPCKOUM M OTKPBLT €€ C He TIPUCYIIEH eMy CKOBaHHOM JTI0Oe3HO-
creio. [Tpoxonst Mumo, Bepona Gpocuiia Ha Hero erie ofuH ymostiomui B3rsaa. Credan nmpourHo-
pupoBai 310. B xoiie ¢ nepBoro sraxa ayin JieAsHon Betep. KTo-To ocTaBU OTKPHITON NMapagHylo
aBepb. BepoHa noexuiace.

— VikacHbIil X0J10/], — TPOrOBOPHJIA OHA.

— Xouerib, 4TOOHI 5 CITYCTUJICA U TIolMan Tede Takcu? — cipocut CredaH.

24



I. Pobunc. «[lup okoHueH»

Hukorna pasblne oH He nipeasarai ei nogooHoro. OHM He MMeJH JIMITHKUX JeHer, YTOObI Tpa-
TUTh UX Ha TAKCH.

— Her, cnacu6o0, — otBetriia Bepona. — $1 moeny Ha aBroOyce.

Ona B3misHysMa Ha Ctedpana. OnuHOKas JaMriodyka 0e3 rmiadoHa Ha JECTHUYHOM TUIONIAJIKe
OCBellaJIa ero Xyaoe JIMIO U TEMHBbIE MATHA YTOMJICHUs 10 I1a3amMu. BepoHa HUKOrJa He BHesa
ero TaKUM YCTaJIBIM M, OJHAKO, TAKMM CTPAHHO, XaJIOOHO MOJOIbIM. BepoHe oyeHb He XOTenoch
paccTaBaThCsl C HUIM Ha TaKOW XOJIOMHOM, BpaXAeOHOM HOTe.

— O, CredbaH, Heyx)esu Mbl OOJIbIIIE HUKOT/IA He YBUAUMCS? — BhINIAJIMIIA OHA. — Thl He Oy/ielb
ncath MHe? [ToyeMy MBI TOJKHBI TaK 3aKaHUMBATh Hally apyx0y? dopoc 3HaerT. ..

Bepona 3amommuana, npukycus ryoy. Ctedan mocMoTpelt Ha Hee ¢ IIMHUYHON YCMEIITKOM.

— 3HaeT 4To? — CIIpPOCKII OH. — YTO MBI BUJEUCH MOYTH KaXIbli I€Hb B TEUECHHE JABYX JIET U
CTPOWJIM TUIAHBI Ha OyfyIiee. .. XOTs 3T0 OyayIee OblJI0 OYeHb JTaTeKuM?

Bepona He cMoTpena Ha Hero.

— He coBcem, — oTo3Banack oHa. — Ho oH 3HaeT, 4to Thl MOH Gombiniol apyr. Ha camom nere.
Koraa oH cripocui. .. mobunia oM s KOro-HUOYAb paHbIIe. .. s CKa3aia, YTo OJHAX[bI AyMana, YTo
mo0mo Teos1.

— «Jlymana». llleneBp sKeHCKOM XUTPOCTH, — BOCKJIMKHY CTedaH, OTKUHYJI T'OJIOBY Ha3aj U
3acmesticsi. — Ho 51 BIlojHe MOHMMAI0, YTO Thl HE XOUelllb, YTOOB! OC/IHBIN MTapeHb 310103 Pl ITPAB/LY.
Ero 6e3xanoctHocTh 3a1e1a Bepony 3a sxuBoe. OHa BAPYT pa303/MIach.

— To1 otBparutenen! f xorena, 4ToObI TH OCTAJICSI MOMM APYroM H ctai gpyrom dopodca Toxe.
ThI ipU3HAII, YTO I HUKOI/IA He MPUHAJIekKaIa TeOe, HO Thl Bes ceOs Tak, OyATo s TBOSI COOCTBEH-
HOCTb. .. CJIOBHO 51 HE IMeJIa MTPaBoO OOPYUYHUTHCS HU C KEM JPYrM, HapyIlIuia CBOe CJIOBO M OpocHa
te0s1. Ho 910 He mpaBaa. [la. .. mocie Bcero, 4To Thl HATOBOPHJI CETOHS, s1 HUKOTJa He TTOBEPIO, UTO y
Te0s1 Korna-HuOyab» ObLTM KO MHE JIPYKECKUe YyBCTBa. Thl POCTO PEeBHUBBII camMell C 00OCTPEHHBIM
YyBCTBOM COOCTBEHHHMKA. Mosi TI0OOBb, MOE CHUCXOJK/ICHHE BBIIlIe TBOMX. I XOTesa, YToObI MbI OCTa-
JIMCh APY3bsIMU M TTPOJOJIKAIIN BUAETHCS, HEBAXHO, YTO MHE 3TO CTOMJIO Obl. £l Beerna cuntana teds
Pa3yMHBIM M BEJIMKOYIIHBIM, HO Terephb HeT. 1 oueHb paja Hamiemy pa3pbiBy. Tenepb OH OKOHYA-
TesieH. Mbl OoJibllie HUKOT/Ia He YBUIUMCS !

Bepona pasBepHynach u 6pocusiack BHU3 10 JiecTHUIe. CtedaH OIIeTOMIEHHO CMOTpe eil
Beiien. HakTOHMBIIMCH Ha/l IEpUIaMu, OH KPUKHYJT:

— Bepona, BepHuch. Bee, 4to Thl cka3asia — cripaBeyIMBO. §I OTBPATUTENbHBIN. .. YEPTOBCKU
TIoXou Jpyr. BepoHa, BepHUCh 1 TipocT MeHs1. [laBail He OyaeM paccTpanBaThes Tak. 1 He Mory
BBIHECTHU 3TOrO. f MpocTo comen ¢ yma. Bot moyemMy s ckazaj Bce 9T YKacHble Belly. BepoHa. ..

Ho ona He BepHynach. BozmoxHo, BepoHa He ciibliiana HeCImxcs e BCies CJIOB, 9XOM pa3Ho-
cuBIIMxcs 1o jectHuie. CtedaH yCIblai CTyK ee KaOlydKOB 10 CTYTIeHbKaM, a 3aTeM CTYK Mapaj-
HOM JBepH. 3BYK NOTpsiC Bech 1oM. CTeaH BEPHYIICS B CBOIO MACTEPCKYIO, CHSIT OYKH U CJIETO CTa
niepeOuparh PUCYHKH, JIekKaBIlIMe B Manke Ha crose. Ero pyka apoxkasna Tak, 4To JIMCTH Oymaru epa
He BBINa a1 U3 nasibliieB. OH Hallen HeCKOJIbKO rpyObIx HaOpockoB Bepowsl. Ee ronosa roa pa3HeiMu
yIJIAMHU. .. TIPO3PAYHbIe CMEIOIIMECS Ha/l HAM IJ1a3a... MOJIHBINA, MUJIbIA POT, MPOCSIIMN KaJTOCTH,
HEKHOCTH, TOHMMaHus1. Pyku BepoHbl, n3bICKaHHbIE, JIeKalle OHa Ha APYrou, CIOBHO BbUICTIIEH-
Hble U3 asiebacTpa. Boockl Hajx IeOeIuHOMN Iieeid, Telo, 00epHYTOe UCTIAHCKOH MAJTbI0, BhIpaKEHHE
JIMIIA, 030pHOE, OOMAaHYHBOE.

Brpyr Credan oTmBBIpHYSI OT cedst HAOpPOCKH, OPOCHUJICS HAa JUBAH M 3aMep, 3aKPbIB JIMIIO
pykamu. Bcee ero teno gpoxado.

Kto-To mocryyan B aepb. B mepBbiii Moment Ctedan mogyman, 4to BepHyJach BepoHa.
Hanexna Bospoauiack. OH BCKoumII, OpocHics K ABepy v OTKpbLI ee. Ho 310 6pu1a muccuc O'Korunop
— WpJaHjiKa, padoTasiias cropoxkeM. OHa CTosisla Ha IOpore, rPpsi3Hast M HEONPATHAS, KaK OOBIYHO, B
3aJIIMaHHOM TBUJIOBOM MAJIbTO TIOBEPX KAKOT0-TO pBaHOro Tpsinbs. CTedan ycTaBuiics Ha Hee.

— Kakoro uepra Bam Hajg0?
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JKenmmHa ocykaaoiie mocMoTpesa Ha Hero.

— He ouens npunmyHas maHepa 310poBathcesi, Muctep becr.

— JlagHo, uTo Bam HyXHO? KeHIMHA B CBOIO Oo4epe/b, CMOPIIMB T'yObl, ycTaBuiach Ha Crte-
(baHa. «BHIISANT OH HEBAKHO, — PEIInia OHA, — OJIE/IHBIA, KaK CMEpPThb, C KPACHBIMU TJIa3aMH, Kak
Oy/ITO CHJTBHO TTHJ».

— $1 mpuITa ckazarh, 9YTO MOJIOYHUK He OyJeT MPUBO3UTH BAM MOJIOKO, TIOKA BbI HE 3arIaTUTE
JONT 3a MPOILTYI0 Henelno, — 3asBuiia Muccuc O'Konnop. — U pa3 yk s 34ech, CKaXy BaM MPsSMO:
orell [I5Tch U 1 He XOTHM, YTOOBI IEBOYKA MPUXOAMTIA CIO[a U CUJIela, TIOKa BB ee prcyere. ITo
BPEIHO IS €€ 3I0POBbSI.

— BpenHo 115 310poBb4. .. — noBTopril CreaH ¢ KpUBOM YXMBUIKOIA.

Ero nyma v Teo UCHBITHIBAIN CMSITEHHE, MYKY, OH TaK pa3odapoBa’ics, 0OOHapyKUB HA OpOTe
BMecTo Beponsl 31y keHmuHy. CtedhaH MOBEpHYIICS U copBal ¢ MojibOepta noptpet [IsTcu. Dta
camasi yiadHasi, o cioBaM BepoHsl, paboTa JOMKHa Obl1a CTaTh IIEHTPAJbHOM Ha ero Oymyiien
BBICTaBKE, M CYHYJI XOJICT B PYKH JKEHIIIMHBL.

— Bor Bam. Iloptpet He 3akoHYeH, HO MoxkeTe B3Th ero. COXIure, €Cjim XOTUTE, U MIOCKOJIbKY
[T3Tcu BpemHO MPUXOAWTH CIOAa M TIO3MPOBATh MHE, ee HOru Oojblle He OyleT B MOed MacTep-
ckoii. Bot menbru 3a Mosioko-CredaH qoctai IecATHUINIIMHIOBYI0 OAaHKHOTY U IIBBIPHYJI €€ MUC-
cuc O'Konnop.

JKenmmHa, rimyno Moprasi, HOCMOTpesia Ha HE3aKOHUEHHBIH MOPTPET, 3aTeM Havaja CKYJIUTh:

— KoneuHo, eciu BbI 3aX0TUTE 3aKOHYUTbH, MHCTEp becr. ..

Ho Credan Bapyr 3akpuyai Ha Hee:

— Voupaiitech. {1 He Oymy 3aKkaHUMBATh KapTUHY. YOUpanTech, s CKa3all.

Wcnyrannas u yBepeHHasi, ytro mucrep bect nbsH, muccuc O'Konnop nonsrunace. Credan
3axJIONHYJ Nepes] Hell IBepb, BEpHYJICS K JUBaHY M CHOBA JIeT.
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I'naBa 3

Bepona nourtu 1ienblil yac gooupanack gomoi. Tyman okyTan JIoHmoH. ABTOOYCHI eXxany Meji-
JIEHHO ¥ OBUTH TiepenonHeHsl. JJoOpaBImch 10 1oMa B X3aMIICTe/ie, OHa IPOAPOIIIA 10 KOCTEH U nMea
TaKoOM BH[, YTO MaTh cpa3y OTIPaBUJIA €€ B MOCTEJb.

— Ter 3akouenena. TeGe HyKHO YKyTaTbCsl U BBIUTH TOPSYETO MOJIOKA C JIOKKOW BHUCKH, —
BOCKJIMKHYJIa MUCCUC JI3HT, MoMorasi J04epy CHATh NaJIbTO.

Bepona He npotectoBaia. OHa Tak U3My4mJIach AyIIEBHO U (PU3UYECKH, YTO Y HEE HE OCTAJIOCh
CHJI CONPOTUBJIIATHCS KOMY-TUO0, TeM Oojiee Matepu B MOAOOHOH cutyarmu. Muccuc JIsHr Obiia
CTMIOKOMHOM KEHIIMHOM, MOKa CYMTajga CBOIO JI0Ub 3/10poBou. [Ipu maseiiiieM ke mojo3peHuu Ha
3a0o0JieBaHNe OHA CTAHOBWJIACH TUTPUIIEH B CTPEMJICHUH BBIJICUUTH JJOUYb CBOUMH CIIOCOOAMH.

— 41 He xotena, 4yroOsI TH 1A Ha Yail kK Ctedany Becry, — nobaBuia muccuc JIsHT, HaMOMHSISA
rpenky. — S uyBcTBOBasia, 4YTO COOMPAETCS TYMaH, U Thl IIPOCTYAUIIILCS.

Bepona He orBetriia. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIA TyMaH BHYTPH ceOs, 3aTsSHYBIIUI BCe €€ 3ApaBOMBbIC-
nve. BepoHa BeiOeXkana U3 MacTepcKoOi B 37100€ M HETrOIOBAaHWH, TOJBKO CMYTHO YCJIBIIIIAB TOJIOC
Credana, HO YETKO YJIOBUB €ro OT3BYK. Terepb OHa TBEPO Pellniia He MO3BOJIATh eMy OOJIbIIIe pac-
crpauBath ce0s1. Eil Hy)KHO 3a0bITh €ro, MOJTHOCTHIO BEPHYTHCS B MBICISIX K POpOCY M K CUACTIIMBOM,
pa3sMEpEeHHON KU3HU, KOTOPYIO OH IpejJiaraJl.

Bepona obemana ®opbcy BeiiTA 3a Hero mnepen PoxaectBom. MeHbille yeM yepe3 IIeCTb
HeJiellb. Bpemst rotoButh nprganoe, a @opocy y3HaTh, 4To ero xjaeT. Ero padora B Anaepiiore moj-
XO[MJIa K KOHIy, U OH *kJaJ Ha3HaueHus: kK HoBomy rony. Bo3moskHo, 3a rpanunyy. Bepona nages-
JIach, YTO €ro MONUTIOT 3a pyoesx. Yem masbiiie OHa YeJieT OT CBOSH CTapOU KU3HU U BOCTIOMUHAHUIA,
TEM JIy4lle.

Hakonen, kazanock, Anmca JIsHr, Mate BepoHsl, JOKAQJIACh UCTIOTHEHUSI CBOETO JKEJIAHUS.
Ee npekpacHast 104b coOnpaiach 3aMyX 3a YesIOBeKa, SBJISBILIETOCs HACTOSIIIUM JKEHTIIBMEHOM C
OTJIMYHOM Kapbepoil. U, cnaBa Bory, oHa Oosnbinie He OyAeT BUAETHCS C 9TUM YKacHbIM CTedaHoM.

Xotsa muccrc JIsHT He onoOpsiia apyx0y Bepons! Ha mouse uckycctBa co Credpanom Becrom,
oHa OblJIa YeCTHOW M HEe MOIJIa He CKa3aTh JoYepy O Tese()OHHOM 3BOHKE.

— 3rot Credan 3B0HUI TeOe, HO S CKa3aa, YTo Thl, KAXKETCs, YKe CITUIIIb, — COOOIINIIA MUCCHC
JI5HT HETOBOJIBHBIM TOHOM.

JIuwio ee pouepu cierka NOKpPacHesIo U CKPbLIOCh MO OJESIIOM.

— Yro on xoten?

— CkaszaJi, 4TO XOUeT MOroBOPUTH C TOOOM.

— O, — B3goxHyna BepoHa, — 1 He OUeHb XOUy TOBOPUTH C HUM.

Muccuc JIsHT 3HAUUTETHHO TPHOOOIPUITACH.

— BbIj10 MIyno uATH B MAcCTEPCKYIO B TAKYIO YKACHYIO TOTOLY.

— 51 Gonbinie He mokay TyAa, Mama. Muccuc JIsHT modyBcTBOBasia ceds ellle cuacTiiuBee.

— OueHb pa3yMHoO, JIOporas.

Y1pom muccuc JISHT mprHECsa CBOeH 10YepH LIeTYI0 NAYKy MUCEM, BKJII0oUasi OfIHO Oe3 IITaMIia
1 JIUIIIb ¢ Haanceio «Mucc Bepone JIsHr», caenanHou HepazdopunBbiM iouepkoM Credana Becra.

Bepona pacneuarana ero neppiM. OHa XOpOILIO BBICTIAIACh, KaK BBISICHUIOCh, HE MTPOCTYAU-
JIach BO BUEpALIHEM TyMaHe U CheJjla C allleTUTOM 3aBTpak. Eil mpeacToss JeHb NOKYIoK. Xopolee
HACTpOEHHME JIepKajIoch A0 TeX Mop, oKa OHa He yBuzena 3anucky Credana. Ee ceprue HenpusiTHO
aporuyno. Eciy Ovl TOJBKO OH HE TIpeciIeioBall ee TakuM oOpas3oM. .. Bepona xoTena 3a0bITh €ro.

Credan, oueBHIHO, TIPUHEC ICHMO CaM U OPOCHII €T0 B MOYTOBBIN SIIUK PAHO YTPOM. DTO
OIHO M3 Oe3yMCTB, Ha KOTOpble OH ObLT criocoOeH, nmogymana Bepona naxmypusimchk. [Ipoitu
HECKOJIBKO MWJIb Ha pacCcBETE B CTPALLHBINA XOJI07 M TyMaH u3 Yesicu B XaMmricTes.
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«51 exBa He colen ¢ yma, Korja Thl yiuia, BepoHa, u mpokJisii cedsi 3a cBoe
OTBpaTUTESIbHOE NoBelieHre. Thl J0/KHA MPOCTUTh MeHs. OTHECH BCe 3TO K TOMY
(hakTy, 4TO THI U1 MEHSI OUEHb MHOTO 3HAYMIIIb, YTO 5l HE MOTY BHIHECTH MBICIIU O
TBOEH mpencrosieit ceaapoe. Ho Teneps s BIKY — Tak JOJKHO ObITh. MHe Oyner
CTpalIHO He XBaTaTbh Teds. S1 yxke uyBCTBYIO ceOsi ropa3io Oojiee OIMHOKUM, YeM
MokeT ObITh uesioBek. S Ha mHe. He octapmsit Mens ceituac. He otOupaii y MeHs Bee.
JlaBaii MHe 3HaTh UHOTIA O cede, MPOCTOo, Kak Apyr. TBOM OyAylInil My HE MOXET
3aBU/I0BaTh MHE U3-3a TBOEH ApykObl. [Iuin MHE MHOTAA, MOXKATYICTa, PACCKAKHM:
I7e Thl, KaK Thl, YeM 3aHUMaenibcsl. M He 3a0biBaii Bce, YeMy Mbl HAYYHIJIUCh BMECTE.
O, BepoHa, naxe ecnu Thl 4yBCTBYEllb, YTO JIOJKHA MOKUHYTh MEHs, He Opocait
uckycctBo. [Ipomomkaii pucoBats. Ecnu s xorga-HuOynp Tebe MoHaao00moch, Thl
Hai/Iellb MEeHsI TaM ke, rae Bceraa. Becem cepriem xenaio tede cyacTbsl B )KU3HH,
KOTOpYIO Thl BeiOpana. Eciu s1 cMory HaprcoBaTh 4TO-HUOYAb CTOSIIIEE, 1 IPUIILTIO
TeOe KapTHHY B KadecTBe cBajeOHOro nogapka. biaarocnoBu 1eds Bor, moporas
BepoHa.

CTe(baH.»

Bce ocyxnenue u 3m00a Ha Ctedpana ucuesnu. I Bepona noHsijia, 4to oHa TOCKYeT MO HEMY U
IO MPOIIIOMY CUJIbHEE, YEM CIIeJOBAJIO ObI. .. 4eM clieioBasio Obl Oymyiei xkeHe Popoca. OTBieubCs
oT mbiciel 0 CtedaHe MOMOIJIO y4acTUe B COCTaBJIEHUU OOBsIBIEHUS O cBaabOe st «[leinu Tene-
rpad», HaJ KOTOPbIM YCepIHO TPyauiach Muccuc JIsHr.

Ho nepen tem, Kak oTpaBUThCS 3a MOKYNKaMH il TpugaHoro, BepoHa Hamucana 3amucky
Credany u oTnpasuiia €€ 10 J10pore.

«O4eHp MWJIO C TBOEH CTOPOHBI HAlMCAaTh MHE, U, KOHEYHO, Mbl OCTAaHEMCS
npy3bsmu. Oberaio mporomkars pucoBarhb. [loxkaiyiicta, Oynp cuactims, Ctedas,
u criacu6o Teoe.

Bcerna tBO# (B y)kacHOU crielnke) Bepona.»

Ycrokout s 3T0 ero XoTh HeMHoro? OHa Hajesiach. UTo Kacanaoch TSKECTU B yITe CaMOMN
Beponsl, To OHa OblIa yBepeHa B ee BpeMeHHOCTH. CYacTbe U OIpe/IeIeHHOCTh BEPHYTCSI TIPH TIEPBOI
xe Bcrpede ¢ Popodcom. IIpocTo 310 HEOOMBINON HEPBHBIN CPHIB, BHI3BAHHBI BOCITIOMUHAHUSMHU O
npomnuioM, o Ctedane, KOTOPOro OHa KOria-To JTo0HIa.

bruto cmenHo, uro BepoHna HuKak He mMoria nepectaTh gymaTh 0 Credane. Ero nmedanbHoe
MUCbMO, Ka3aJI0Ch, IPOKUTaJIO JbIPY B KAPMAHE €€ NaJIbTO BECh JIEHb.
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I'naBa 4

B tot Beuep noapyra Beponsl Mapraper npuiiiia OBUAATHCS C HEH, U NOCTIE Pa3roBopa ¢ Her
Bepona omrytrna ere OONbIIyI0 TPEBOTY U JaKe CTpax.

Mapraper OTHOCHJIACh K THUIy MpPSMBIX, Pa3rOBOPYMBBIX JIONEH, CKUTAEMBIX JIIOOOBBIO K
MpaBjie, HEBKHO, HACKOJIBKO TO OBLIO TAKTHMYHO B TOW WJIM MHOM cUTyaluu. Y oHa He CMMITaTU3u-
poBaJa mojipyre, He IOHMMaJIa ee BHe3armHou oMosiBku ¢ Popdcom [Ixeddepronom.

— 41 Xouy 3HaTh, YTO CIYYMIIOCH, KOT/Ia ThI MOILIa OBUAAaThCs ¢ 6eaHbM CtedaHom Buepa? —
cpocwusia Mapraper.

— Huuero He cimyuniiock, — oTBeTHIa BepoHa, HEMHOTO yrpioMO IIsi/1sl Ha Hee U3-TIOJ ATTMHHBIX
PECHHIL.

JleByIlIKM HaXOIWJIMCh BBOEM B TOCTUHOH. OHM CKJIOHWJIMCh HaJ 3aTyXaloUMM KaMUHOM.
Ponurenu Bepons! ynum cnate. Muccuc JIsHr npurotroBusa 4yai, OcTaBrjIa €ro Ha CTOJIMKE U HalloM-
HWIA JOYepH, YTOOBI Ta He 3a/IepKUBAJIACh JIOTIO3/IHA, TIOCKOJIBKY 3aBTpa MPECTOST TSKEIIbIA AeHb
TMIOKYTIOK.

— IMouemy ThI Tak nocrymwia co Credpanom? — Bpyr cripocuia Mapraper.

N Bepona pemmia 3auinaTbCes.

— He nonumato, mouemy Thl Bce BOCTIPUHUMAaEIb UMEHHO Tak? [louemMy BOMpoc CTaBUTCS Tak,
YTO UMEHHO 5 4TO-TO caenana Credany? Thl ke 3Haelllb, KaK OH MOCTYNWJI cO MHOM. [Ipomuibim
JIeTOM s ronia Obl 32 HUIM Ha Kpaid CBeTa, HO OH He 3aXOTell )KeHUThCSl HA MHE, BOT U BCe.

— Jla, HO oH ObLT mpaB. Thl YacTo roBopwia, 4ro oH reHui. CredaH MOKEH TOCBSATHTH
HECKOJIbKO JIET KMBOIHCH, U30eraTh OTBETCTBEHHOCTH CEMENHOM KM3HH, KOTOopast Oy/ieT OeCIIOKOUTh
ero.

— Ouens xoporro! OH He xkeHWICs1 Obl HA MHE, 51 He BHIIIUIA Obl 32 HETO, JKUJia Obl C HUM, W ThI
niepBasi pu3Hajia Obl 3TO OIPOMHOMU TITYTIOCTBIO C MOEH CTOPOHBI.

— [Noyemy BbI He MOXeTe OCTaThCs Apy3bsiMu? BepoHa 6ecrioMoIIHO BCIUIECHY 1A CBOMMU TOH-
KHMH pyKamH.

— Tl e 3Haellb, YTO HE MOKET OBITh IJTATOHUIECKON APYKOBI MEK/LY JIIOIBMU, KOTOPbIE OTHO-
CATCSL APYT K APYTY TaK, Kak Mbl co CtepaHom.
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I. Pobunc. «[lup okoHueH»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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