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IIpoJior
Ibs16041 wiymums He Arooum

Ero Hamm Ha KoHiommeHHoM JiBope. Ellle He mpoKpuya nepBblii EeTyX, B HENOIBH)KHOM BO3-
AyXe CTOsUI TYCTOHM 3amax ceHa W JiollaJeld, TpaBa He MpocoxJa IOcje BUepaliHero Aoxias. pe
CBETJIO-CEephble KapeThl C 3aMa3aHHBIMK repOaMy M OIMYIIEHHBIMU 3aHaBECKAMH MEJICHHO TOJI3IIH
BHU3 I10 XOJIMY, KaK [IaPUKHU SJOBUTON PTYTH.

OH pemm1 cKOHOMUTh HIWJUIMHT M caM 3anpsAdsb Jomaaed. OH paccyxkjan Kak rynen. Ero
OAUTENBHOCT MPUTYIWIIACK, & Pa3yM ellle cliall. 3paBblil CMBICI AyPMaHWIN MbIC/IU O IOHOH JKEHe.
OHa He JjaBasa emMy 3aCHYTb, TIOKa HE OCTAJIOCh HUKAKMX TaiH, MPOChO, BHICKA3aHHBIX 3aTauB JbIXa-
HHe, CMeXa, 3alTyLIEHHOrO CKJIaJIKaMH CTaporo ofesiia.

IToTom oHa ycHysna, OJIOXKUB KyJ1a4OK Ha MOAYIIKY U 3aKMHYB CTPOMHYIO HOTY Ha €r0 CTOPOHY
IIOCTEJIA )KECTOM BOCXMTHUTEIBHO HOBBIM U YyCIIOKauBawolle 3HakoMbIM. OH He cnaj. HaBepHoe, oH
yXe TOr/a 3HaJl, YTO 9T MTHOBEHHUSI JParoLieHHBbI.

IonHABIIKCH, OH HEOTPHIBHO CMOTPEJI Ha skeHY. M3s111HbIe po30Bble pakOBUHBI yiiel. HexHblil
n3rub KpacuBoi 1men. MaseHbKasi Tpyab CTOJb COBEPILIEHHA, YTO OH YAMBIISUICS, KaK MOKHO TpO-
CTBIM CMEPTHBIM J1I000BaThCA €10. [IoTOM OH HEOXOTHO HaTsAHYJ OPIOKM U MOLIES 3aHUMAThCS JEJIOM,
YTOOBI CAKOHOMUTH ITOT MPOKJIATHIN MIMJUIMHT. Bugur Oor, 1axe Takylo MeJoyb OHU HE MOIJI ce0e
MO3BOJIUTh MTOTPATUTh.

B koHiomHe 6pu10 ere TeMHO. OH 3aKer JIaMIy M OTBICKaJI CBOMX Jiomajedl. HakopmuB, oH
TILATEJILHO BHIYMCTUJI MX M IIPUHEC BOJIBI U3 CTOSIBILIEH BO ABOpe OOUKU. B pyTHHHBIX [le/1ax 4eloBeK,
TOJIBKO HAlIlybIBAIOLIUIA CBOM IMyTh B JKM3HU, HAXOIUT ycrOKOoeHHe. [IOKOHUYMB C 3TUM, OH CHSJ C
’KeJIe3HOTO KpIoKa cOpyIo.

Ubs-TO TsKEIast U XOJNOAHAsA, KaK CMEepPThb, pyKa TPOHYJIa €ro 3a IUIevo.

CwMmepTs, cMepTb. ..

T'oBOpAT, KOrAa MPUXOOUT CMEPTh, Nepe/l Ila3aMu y 4YeloBeKa MPOXOAMT Bcsl ku3Hb. Ilepen
ero BHyTPEHHUM B30pOM MPOHECCs JIEHb €ro cBa/ibObl. Tak 3a OKHaMM ObICTPOro (pasToHA MEJIbKaeT
CKBO3b JIEPEBbs1 YIOTHBII CKQ30UYHBIN IOMUK.

Bpocus cOpyto, oH noBepHyJics. BOT 0HO uTO. DTH cepble ¢ YepHBIM JIMBPEU eMy 3HakKoMbl. OH
YBUJIEJ HECKOJIBKMX MY)KUMH 3HAUUTEIBHO KPYITHEE TOTO, KTO CTOSUT PAJOM.

Ubs-TO pyKa MOTSAHYJIA €r0 U3 TEeHH.

— C 100011 XOTAT MOroBOpUTH. — ['0JI0C IO/ CTaTh pyKe, XOJIOeH, KaK CMEpTb.

He noxosxe, 4To MyKYMHBI TOAKUJAIM €ro pajau Imyctoi 6onToBHU. OH cpaxaics Kak Jjies. Ho
uX OBbLJIO YETBEPO MPOTUB OHOTO. XOTb OH ObLI CHJIBHBIM, IIPUBBIYHBIM K TSKEJIOMY (PU3MYECKOMY
TPYAy YeJIOBEKOM, UM He MOTpeOOBATIOCh MHOTO BPEMEHH, YTOObI COPBATh C HETO pyOariky 1 N30UTh
1o nosycMepti. OH cymelt BHIpBAaThCs M OIHOTO UyTh HE YTOMMJI B O0uKe ¢ Boioi. CXBaTHB APYroro,
yZIapuJl ero rojioBoi o asepiyy Kapersl. CioMai HOC TpeTbeMy, C YAOBJIETBOPEHUEM Halumoas, Kak
NATHa KPOBU PaCIUIBIBAIOTCS HA KPACUBOM JIMBPEE.

OH, KOHEUHO, 3HaJI, YTO He OAePXUT nodepl. M moHnMalt, 4to oHM HaMmepeHsl youTs ero. OHu
MOBAJIWJIM €r0, KaK cBopa cobak oneHst. OH BaJsiics B IPpsi3H, BHIILIEBbIBast KpOBb M HaBO3. [TomHAB
ero, OHM HavyaJIi BCe CHayaa.

OH He nmoMHmII, Kak cOpocui ux. He momMHMII, Kak B ero pykax okaszaiauch Buibl. OH NOM-
HWJI TOJIBKO, KaK CTaJIbHbIE 3yObsl BOILIM B IUIOTh APYroro yenoBeka. Kak mpoH3uTeNbHO 3aK puyaia
JEBYILKA, cripATaBliasca B TeHU. OHa Kpyuyasa... KpaJaia. ..

ITonupoBaHHast JBeplia KapeTbl OTKPbUIACh, TOKA3aJ1ach HOra B JOPOr'OM Cariore.

B tummne npospyyait rosoc. Iloutr mupomoOuBbiid. Ho uepHbIii XJIbICT, HAMOTAHHBIN Ha PyKY
Jxeccora, IPOTUBOPEUYMII €70 TOHY.
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Koneuno, on 6uscs kak repoit. Ho npucnernuku [Ixeccomna ObICTPO CKPYTHIIH €TI0 U KPETTKO
AepXKaju, MoKa HOBOMCIICUYSHHBIN TeCTh YETKO M JOXOMYMBO OOBSICHSUL, UTO €ro J04Yb NepeMeHuIa
petenre. [Toakperuisis Kaxk10e CJIOBO yIapoM XJIbICTA.

Tonbko Korma oH pyxHYJI, [Keccon COM3BOII MOJOUTH OJTIIKE.

— Hanerock, Terieps Thl yOeaucs, 9To MOsI JOUb NepeiyMalia HacyeT Toi riynocty B ['peTHa-
I'pun.

OH He y6enwics. Ero nukoraa He nepeyoenuts. C TpyaoM MPUITOAHSIB TOJIOBY, OH IOBEPHYJICS
K JIeBYIIIKe, KOTOpasi IpsATaIach B TEHU.

— OH nmxer. — Cnosa ayummnu ero. — Ckaxu. .. 4to [Jxeccor. .. Juker.

l'opHMYHAs ero jKeHbl, IIyMHO B3[JOXHYB, HAKOHEII BBIIIUIA U3 MOTyMpaKa.

— VBB, HET, Meche, — OTBETUJIA OHA, CXKaB Mepejl TPyAbIo pyKH. — Museau. .. OHa nepeaymara.
Omna cka3aiia, 4To OHa... tres desole... oui — oyeHb coxazneeT. OHa... OHa TOCKYET IO JOMY, MEChE.
U tres jeune — ouenb Monona, oui. OHa xoueT BepHyThes ¢ otiioM B Illeddun.

Brpyr ¢ TOTHOTBOPHO# OBICTPOTOM BCE BCILIBLUIO Y HETro B MaMsITH. Ee OeckoHeuHble BOIIPOCH.
TpeBora. MesnouHble 3a00Thl O IHbIaX, CIyrax, Ipe3peHur OOIIEeCTBa. . .

Heyxen? l'ocionu, Hey:xeau oHa nepeaymasia’?

J’eccon CHOBa HaKpYTHJI XJIBICT Ha pyKy. C caMOIOBOJIBHOM YJIBIOKOM OH 3a0pajics B CBOKO
kapery. Jlakeu ynum, OpocuB B Ipsi3u KEPTBY CBOEH KpOBaBOM padOTHL. ['OpHUYHAS, CIIPATABIIUCH
B T€Hb, CHOBA 3aIlIaKaa.

Her. On He Beput. OH HUKOTAA HE TIOBEPUT B 3TO.

Heropnsii. Ixeccon tak He yitner. [loutu Tepsisi CO3HaHUE, OH KaK-TO yXUTPUJICS TIOAHATHCS Ha
HOTH ¥ BJIOXKWJI BCIO SIPOCTD B YAap 1o Kapere. BMecTo Toro 4ro0bl 3aMeIuTh X0/, Ky4ep XJIECTHYT
Jomaied u 6e3 MaJIeHIX KojeOaHui mepeexas pyxHYBIIEro Mojl Kojieca HeCYaCTHOTO.

OH novyBcTBOBaN a/ICKyI0 0071b. Be3BobHOE TEJ0 KaK MEIIOK MePeKaThiBAIOCh MO OyIbIKHU-
kam. [ToTom HacTynumia cTpaiiHasi aroHUsi — XpyCTHY/IA KOCTb, pa3pbiBasi IUIOTh. EMy mokazaioch,
YTO Yepen PacKojoncs o cTosd BopoT. [ToroM OH mpoBaniuics B YepHOTY. B OnaxkeHHOe 3a0BeHME
CMEpPTH. .. WIN YTO-TO OJIM3KOE K HEW.
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I'maBa 1
/lenbeu, Kaxk HA803, K020a 1excam
Kyueil, He NPUHOCSIM NOAb3bl

[MoTnanapl TOBOPST, YTO UCTOPUs OT Mepecka3a HudYero He tepsier. Mcropuio Meppuka
MaknaxJiaHa nepeckasbiBasiv Thicsiay pa3. O HeM rOBOPIJIM B TOCTHHBIX U KJTyOax, CyAadyniia Ha KyXHe
npuciyra. OT ce30Ha K Ce30Hy OH CTAHOBWJICS Bce Ooraue U MpadHee. B paciiBere )HU3HU €ro Cuu-
tanmu HacTosmuM [leiokoM, 6e3:XaIOCTHO B3BICKUBAIOIIMM TO, YTO MY TIPHYUTACTCSI.

Te, kto cBs3bIBasICsE ¢ YepHpIM MakJjiaxJlaHOM, BeJIM JIEJIO YECTHO U ¢ TpereToM. HekoTtopeie
IIPY STOM OOTaTelu, IPYyTrre MpeycrieBaIi MEeHbIIe M OKa3bIBAIMCh HECOCTOSITEIbHBIMU JIOJKHUKAMH.
WX ucropun Toxe pacckasbiBaiiv, HO yxke B cyne. Mucc Kurtu KoyTe enpa i umerna K ToMy OTHO-
IIEHKE ¥ JIaXke He MOTJIa TIPaBUJIbHO HAMKCATh CIIOBO «HECOCTOSITENbHBIN». Ee nena ¢ MakiaxiaHom
ObLIM COBEPILIEHHO MHOTO pofa. M ecnv 1 Kacanock (PMHAHCOB, TO TOJILKO B TOM, 4TO KUTTH mpuxo-
JHJIOCh OTJaBaTh CBOHE 3HAYMTEIIHHYIO CYMMY.

Ceituac, onHako, Kuttu ObIJI0 0 4eM 3a/lyMarhbCsi, KpoOMe Heyllad B MaTeMaTHKe U TIpaBoIIvca-
Hun. KJIoHMBIIIEeCst K 3aKaTy COJHIIE CBETHJIO B OKHO UMITPOBU3MPOBAHHOM criajibHU MakJiaxjiaHa,
Opocas y3Kue Jie3BUs JIyueil Ha ero oOHaKeHHBbIE TUIeun U IpamMbl. CTpaniHble Oesbie pyOlbl KpecT-
HaKPECT MepeceKasTi TBepble OUIIETICH ¥ CITUHY. KUTTH 10J1T0 1 ¢ Tpy/IoM npuBbikaia K HuM. [loso-
KUB PyKH Ha MSITKWE 3aBUTKU TEMHBIX BOJIOC HA €ro TPyIu, OHa OCe[Iaa ero.

Yachl B coceJHEM KaOUHeTe POOIITH TATh. TpeMs-4eThIpbMsI MOIIIHBIMUA TOTYKaMK Makia-
XJIaH 3aKOHYMJI CBOE JIeJI0, OTTOJIKHYJ KUTTH 1 oTep MyCKY/IMCTON pyKoi Tia3a. Hamek ObuT MOHS-
TEH.

— M= Beib elnie He paccraemcst, Muctep Makiaxian? — KUTTH cCHOBa NOBEpHYJIach Ha )KUBOT
U JIETKO MPOBeJia MajblieM M0 KPUBOMY, Kak TypelKas calis, ImpamMy, epeceKaBIilieMy meKy MyK-
YKHBL. — 5] MOTy 3a7epkaThcs, 1Ba (PyHTa 3a LEeTyI0 HOUb. — TerIblii najier] CHoBa 3aCKOJIb3HJI IO €ro
1ieke. — M Mbl IpeKkpacHO NIPOBE/IEM BpeMs.

OTHIBBIPHYB MPOCTHIHU, MakJIaXJlaH CHOBA OTTOJIKHYJI €€ U CIIPBITHYJI C Y3KOW KPOBAaTH.

— Ogpesaiics, Kurtu. — Ero ronoc 6su1 6eccTpacTHBIM. — YXO/IU CETrofiHsI IO YePHOH JIECTHUIIE.
[Nepconan ere padoraer.

OnHa nompauHesia, HO HUYEro He CKas3aja. MakJjaxJjiaH CTOSUI CTUCHYB 3yObl M3-3a OOJIU B
nonpokke. OH He JIBUTAJICS, TTOKA He YOeIWIICS, YTO MOXET T He XpoMasl, 3aTeM ITPOIIes B Tapjie-
POOHYIO U TIIATEILHO BHIMBLICS.

Koraa oH BepHysicsl 3a CBOel aKKypaTHO CJIOKEHHOU ofexno, KuTtu yxe HaTsHyna MsaToe
KpacHoe 1iathe. Ee OpoBH HaNpsiKeHHO COIUTUCH Ha TIEPEHOCHIIE, JTUIO ObLIO MPAYHBIM.

— Mucrep MakiaxiiaH, CKOJIBKO I CIo[Ia TIPUXOXY?

OH nogaBui B3JI0X pa3IpakeHusl.

— 1 ne ormeyai, Kurrn.

— A s TOYHO 3Hal0, — KallpU3HO CKa3ajia OHa, — YeThIpe Mecslla U JIBe He/Ieu.

— 4 He 3HaJI, 4TO THI CEHTUMEHTAJIbHA. — MakJiaxJiaH ObLJI 3aHAT TEM, YTO HATATHUBAJ HIDKHEE
Oebe.

— Kaxplii moHeieTbHUK ¥ YeTBepr ¢ repBoro despas, — npogonkaia Kurru. — U 3a Bee 310
BpeMsl Bbl HE CKa3aJll MHE U JIECSITH CJIOB.

— 4 He myman, uTo TH JOOMpaelbes cioga u3 Coxo paau yuyeHol Oecelpl, — OTBETHII OH, pa3-
BOpaumMBasi OpIoKK. — 51 monarasi, Tl IPUXOAUIIb 3a JCHbrAMHU.

— Hy-ny, npomomxaiite! — OHa cxBaTuia BajisIBIIMECS Ha TONy 4yJKd. — Bocnonb3yiitech
YMHBIMH CJIOBAMH, YTOOBI TIOJPA3HUTH MEHSI ¥ BBICTaBUTH BOH. Jloxkuch, Kurtu! Haksonucs, Kuttu!
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Vxomu, Kurtu! V menst HazHaueHa Bcrpeua, Kuttu! Bol oTBpaTtuTesbHbIN, 37101 YeaoBek, MakJa-
XJIaH.

— Kak g nonumaro, s ynan B TBOMX INla3ax, — 3amMeTwi1 Makiaxiad. — Eciii xodelb, CKaxu
muccuc PapHem, YToOBI OHA B YETBEPTI MpUCIIaia KOro-HuOyapb Apyroro. — «He Takyio pasroBopuu-
BYIO», — ITPO ce0s1 T0OaBWJT OH, 3arpaBisisi pyOalKy B OpIOKH.

— Ckazartp-T0 51 MOTY, HO y PapHU 51 €AMHCTBEHHAs pblkas, — npenynpeawia Kutru, peskum
PBIBKOM HaTsArvBas yysok. — [1o3BosbTe 3aMETUTh, MEHSI YacTO MPUIJIAILAIOT UMEHHO M3-3a L[BETa
BOJIOC.

— Mue mo60ii 1IBET TOJOMIET, — OTBETUII OH, pasmisabIBasi OKPYIIbi 3a1 KuttH, Korma ona
HarHyJiach 3a BTOPbIM 4yJKOM. — MeHs 3TO COBEPILIEHHO HE MHTEPECYET.

¥ Kyttt 6yATO YTO-TO XPYCTHYJIO BHYTpH. Pe3K0 BHITPSMUBIIMCEH, OHA IIBBIPHYJIA YYJIOK €My
B JIMLIO.

— Toraa Bam 1 IBIPKa OT CyuyKa B TPYXJISIBOM 3a00pe MOIOMIET, HeOIarofapHbliil oTiaHent !

MaknaxJiaH IpUcTaabHO IOCMOTPE Ha Hee.

— Ha, 310 BHIXOH, MpHUeM OoJiee AelieBblid. — MakaxyiaH Toxe Hadajl OAyMBIBATh 00 STOM.
OH /1e710BO# Ye/IOBEK, €My CAHTUMEHTHI He HYKHBI. A 3a00pbl HE pa3roBapyBalOT, HE KaTylOTCS U
HE XHbIUYT.

Kuttu pemmTtensHo cyHysna 60cyio HOTY B Tyditio.

— XBaTUT C MEHs Balllero BOPYaHHs U MEXaHUYECKUX JBWkeHui! Bbl HUKOra He cpocuTe:
«Kaxk BbI moxkuBaetTe?» MoxeT ObITh, s U IIITI0XA ¢ XelMapKeTa, HO Oy/b sI POKJISITA, €CIIH. . .

HecstudynroBas Oymaxka, koropyio MakiaxiaHn cyHys1 Kuttu B cxxaTblii KyJak, 3acTaBuiia ee
3amomyarh. OHa 0o cMoTpena Ha OAHKHOTY, TJIOTasl CIIE3H.

MaknaxJjaH ciierka noxan e pyky.

— Thl nepxanach BOCXUTUTENLHO, KuTTH, — mpodopmoTai oH. — Jlesio He B TOM, 4TO s HeOJa-
rogapHsIii. [TpocTto 51 He cTpemutioch 3aBsi3biBaTh APYk0y. [TycTh Muccuc ®@apHeM MpUIILIET B YETBEPT
KOro-HUOynb apyroro. Ham HyXHBI iepeMeHbl, U TeOe, U MHE.

[IpesputensHo bipkHYB, KuTTH CyHyna eHsIM B Bbipe3 IuiaThsl. Muccuc ®apHeM OT 3T0ro
HUYEro He noayydut. [Ipoiasack o MyKunHe B3IJISIIOM OT I1IeY J10 naxa, KuTrtu teatpasibHO B3/10X-
HyJa.

— Borocs, Gomnets OyneT He Moe cepaiie, MakiaxiaH, — 3amMetniia Kuttu. — Ho Heuero Bac
kasers. HecMoTps Ha BalM TaJlaHTBI, BbI 9TOTO HE 3aCJTy)KHBaeTe.

MaknaxJjiaH 3aBs3bIBaJl IMPOKUM TaJICTYK.

— Te1, 6€3 coMHeHw S, Mpaga.

Kurttu Bo3MyI1ieHHO (phIpKHYIIa.

— OmmyHo. B yersepr s npunumo becc bpomiu, mycts oHa Bamu 3aiiMeTcs. OHa KecToKas,
3Ta JIeBKa C [71a3aMU KOIIKM. Bbl nonaaure, kak orons ¢ MaciioM. — C 3tumu cnoamu Kuttu pbiBkom
OTKpbLIa ABEPb, OBICTPO Mepecekia CMEKHBIN CO CrajibHel KaOMHEeT 1 rcuessia B KOPUaope.

MakJiaxsia JJOJITo CTOsUT, IJIsIAS B TEeMHOTY KaOuHeTa. OH HOHUMAJT, 4TO APYTOM YeIOBEK UCTIbI-
THIBaJI OBl COXKaJIeHNEe WM JIake YyBCTBO BUHBL. HO ToNbKO He oH. KuTTH Cily)uia eMy JOCTaTOYHO
XOPpOIIO, HAMOMHUJT ceOe MakJiaxJiaH, 3akaHuuBas ofeBarbcs. OHa OblIa YMCTEHBKOU, BeKJIMBOU U
MyHKTyanbHOH. Ee mupoKuil KpyIiblid 337 ONpe/ieleHHO HaBCer/la OCTAaHETCs B €0 MaMSTH.

Ho 10 Bee, 4to oH nipeanounTan HOMHUTE. TOJIBKO EPBOTO aripesis, CIyCTs ABa Mecslia 1oce
ee MepBOro BU3UTA, OH MOTPYAWICS y3HaTh €€ UMs. Jlo 9TOro oH ImpoCTO MPUKa3blBaJl FOCTbE pa3-
IeThCs M Jieub. BepHyBIIMCH 3a cBOM paboumii cTosn, MakJjiaxJiaH BCIIOMHIJI, YTO B OCOOEHHO 3arpy-
JKEHHBIE JIHU OH Jlake He Tpyausics pasaeBarbes. OH MPOCTO paccreruBall Opioku, HarubGan Kurru
HaJ| TMBaHOM B CBOeM KaOWHeTe M BO3BpaIlajcs K JejaM, yIOBJIETBOPUB BOXKIEICHHE.

Her, ero sto He BoitHOBas10. Hu TorAa, Hu ceityac. OHOTO OH Xkaxaajt OoJbIIe BCEro Ha CBETe,
OoJbIIIe IUTOTCKUX yTeX — Oe3pasaenbHoro Moryiiectsa. U kanoost Kuttu, kak Obl ICKpEeHHM OHM HU
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6I>IJII/I, HUKOrJa HE U3MECHAT [IBYX INIABHBIX WU HEITPCJIOKHBIX 3aKOHOB KalluTaJIn3ma. Bp@MH — JE€HbI'U.
Henbru — 310 Biactb. Ceiuac y HEro oueHb Majio BpEMEHH, a BJIACTH eMy BCerzia He XBarajo.

PaseepHyB ueprexu, MakjaxiaaH HETEPIIEIMBO JACPHYJ IIHYPOK 3BOHKA, BbI3bIBas KJIEPKa.
[Topa noroBopuTth ¢ arenTamu ¢ Tpenauaia-ctput. Hago padorars. 3a Henemo MakjiaxyiaH paccuu-
ThIBaJI BI)I6I/ITb TPpH y4acCTKa 11oa CTpOUTEIILCTBO, ITPOAATh MECTh JOMOB, O6aHKpOTI/ITb HE BBIIIOJIHSA-
IOIIEero 00s3aTeNIbCTBA TOProBIla KMPIUYOM, CPOBHSATH C 3eMJIeH coceiHIo aepeBH0. U Bce s
TOTO, YTOOBI MOCTPOUTH LIETYIO YJIHITY JICTAHTHBIX JOMOB B TEOPTUAHCKOM CTHUJIE U 3aCTaBUTh PACTO-
YUTEJIbHBIX aHIJIMYaH PacCcTaThCsi CO CBOUMHU (pyHTaMu. BOT 3TO emy NeCTBUTENBHO JIOCTABUT YIIO-
BOJILCTBHE.

oM Ha MopTHMep-CTpUT HE MOXOAMJ Ha KHWJIMIIE OOraToro M BIMSITEIBHOTO JIOpPHA, XOTS
yJIHIIa HAXOIWJIACh HenofiaieKy oT Metidap. Bonpekn oxxumanusam 310 ObLT He IMUPOKUH, C IBOMHBIM
(bpoHTOHOM OCOOHSIK, @ OOBIYHBIN TOpPOACKOM AoM. [TpocToit KupnuuHblii (hacal, BHU3Y JBa OKHA U
KPBUIBLIO, HAJl HUMU YEThIpe HUYEM HU NIpUMeYaTesIbHbIX 3Taxka. MOKHO ObUIO MPEATIONOKUTh, YTO
31€Ch MOCENTWIICS OaHKHP, aIBOKAT WJIH MPOLIBETAIOIIUIA TOPTOBeEIl yIJIeM.

Ho tem He MeHee noM mpuHaiexan BiusteabHoMY rpady TpelixepHy, conuaHOMY, paccy-
IUTETIbHOMY YeJIOBEKY, €CJIM TaKue BCTPEYaloTCs Cpey apucTokpatoB. ['oBopuim, nopa TpelixepH
TEepIeTh He MOT TJIYTOCTH M OOJIbIIIe BCETO HEHABU/IEN XUTPHIE YJIOBKH.

Ho neau Beccert, koTopasi, qpoxa, 3amepiia y ero IBepu, MpHiuia noBuaate He rpada. OHa
TOPONUJIACh YBUIETHCS C TYBEPHAHTKOW — WM, TOUYHEE, YKPACTh I'YBEPHAHTKY, €CIIA 3TO OKaKeTCs
BO3MOKHBIM.

Jlenbru He mMeloT 3HaueHus. M ee HepBbl Toxe. I'paduus Obuta B oruasHuu. Hamymas B
CYMOUKE MaJICHbKUI CBEPTOK, OHA TPOIJIOTHIA KOM B TOpJie ¥ MOJHSIACH MO CTYNEHSIM MTO3BOHUTD
B KOJIOKOJTBYMK. OHa Monmiach mpo ceds1, YToObl T'yBEpHAHTKA elle padoTaia 37ech. ToIbKo Korua
JBEpPb OTBOPUJIACH, JIeAW BecceTT MpUIio B rOJIOBY, YTO HE CIMIIKOM MPUIMYHO UHTEPECOBATHCS
MIPUCITYTOH € TTApaHOTO BXOJA.

VBB, ObLIO YK€ MO3/IHO. BBHICOKMI MIUPOKOIIICUHiA JIakel cMOTpesT el mpsiMo B Jjutio. Jleau
BeccerT HeTBepo# pyKoil Mojaia eMy CBOIO KapTOUKY.

— I'papuns beccert k Mmagemyazesns ae Ceepc. Eciu 310 BO3MOXKHO.

Jlakei ynmuBIIeHHO PUIIOAHSIT OPOBH, HO MTPOBOIMII TPapUHIO HABEPX U MPEAJIOKHIIT IIPHCECTh
B MaJIEHbKOMU, 3aJIUTON COJIHLIEM T'OCTUHOM.

Komnara Oblta oOcTaBiieHa mpeKk pacHbIM (ppaHily3ckuM aHTUKBapuatoM. CTeHbl OOMTHI THCHE-
HOH TKaHbIO 1IBETA CIIMBOK, KEJIThIE YECYUYOBbIE 3aHABECKH CITYCKAIMCh HA POCKOIIHBIN OOI0CCOHOB-
CKMii KoBep. HecMOTpsi Ha BCTPEBOKEHHOE COCTOSIHUE, Jienu becceTT Haluia KOMHATy MpesieCTHOU
¥ OTMETHJIa PO ce0s CoueTaHue IIBETOB. 3aBTpa, €CHM OHA NIEPEKHUBET ITY BCTpPEUy, ei IpeICTOUT
oopMHUTH TIOKYTIKY JIoMa. DTo OyleT ee MepBblid JIOM B KHU3HM — HE MykKa, OTIA WM MAachlHKa, a
ee cooctBeHHbIN. Ee. 1 OHa ToXe yCTpOUT TaM XeJTylo roCTUHY0. Beap 910 ee BHIOOp, He Tak jm?
3aBTpa e OHa IOTOBOPUT C MOAPSTIMKOM.

Uepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT B KOMHATY BOIILIA BBICOKasi TEMHOBOJIOCAs skeHIIMHA. OHa BBIMIS-
Jena HacTosied (hpaHIly’)KeHKOH, HO Oblia ofieTa Gojiee JeraHTHO, YeM MOXHO OBLIO OKUAATh OT
ryBepHaHTKH. Ee noBeneHme He ObLIO yCITYKJIMBBIM, a Ha JIMIIE 3aCTHUIO BHIPAKEHUE JOOPOLYIITHOTO
mooorsITcTBa. He ycrnieB 3agymarbest HaJ 9TuM, Jienu becceTt Bckoumia ¢ cobl u Opocuiachk yepes
KOMHAaTYy.

— Bol Mmaiemyazens ie CeBepc? — mpoliiernraia OHa, CXBaTUB KEHIIUHY 32 PYKY.

['yObI XKEHITMHBI TPOTHYJIH.

— Ha, Ho...

— 51 xouy HaHATH Bac, — nepedwmia geau beccert. — Ceivac xe. HazoBute cBOIO 1IeHY.

Manemyazens 1e CeBepc OTHpsiHyJIa.

— Borock, Bl O1IMOIUCE. . .
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— 4 B oryasgHHOM noniokeHuu. — Jlequ beccert cTucHynma pyKy KEHIIMHBL. — Y MEHS €CTh
pekoMeHaTebHoe MuchbMo oT rpaduan o XonenOepr u3 Ilaccay. OHa MHe Bce pacckazana. O
Batneit padote. O0 yuebe B Bene. Moii cbH. .. OH oueHb OoneH. §1 10KHa HaHSITh Bac, MajieMyaselb
ne CeBepc, nowkHa. $1 He 3HaI0, KyAa ere 0OpaTUThCS.

JKenmuHa, 000apsis, cxkama ee pyky.

— MHe oueHb *kajb, — CKa3aja OHa CO CJIa0bIM (ppaHITy3cKuM akiieHToM. — ['paduHio poH
XoneHbepr HenpaBwIbHO HHGpOpMUpoBaTU. $1 He oOIaIack ¢ Hell OOJIbIIe AEeCATH JIET.

— VIMeHHO Tak OHa M CKa3asia, — MoATBepauia Jeau beccerr.

— Kak BbI ¢ Hell MO3HAKOMUIIUCH ?

Jlenu beccert onycTuiia B3mis K MOJy.

— B 3amyxkecTBe s HOJTO XKMJIa 32 TPAHUIIEH, — TIOSICHUIA OHAa. — Hammux myxei oObeauHsII
WHTEpec K JpeBHel ucropun. Kaxercs, BriepBble Mbl BCTPETUIIHCH B AprHax.

— Kak npusATHO, 4TO OHA MEHSI [IOMHUT.

Jlenu BeccetT cnabo yabIOHYTach.

— OHa 3Haja TOJbKO, YTO BBl yexanu B JIoHmoH k PamiemkaMm, y KOTOpBIX ykacHO Oojena
MaJieHbKas IeBOUYKa. 51 ¢ OONBIIMM TPYIOM OTBICKaJIa 3Ty ceMblo. JIOHIOH Takoi OOJIbINo ropo. S
ObLIa B HEM TOJIBKO Pa3 B JKU3HMU.

Mucc ne CeBepc ykazana Ha napy Kpecen y kamuHa. CTosila IO3/JHsIsl BECHA, OTOHb B HEM He
3aKUTATH.

— [oxanyiicra, caautech, jJeau beccert, — npuriacuia oHa. — §1 MOMBITalOCh OOBSICHUTH BaM
CBOIO CUTYAIHIO.

B cepaue nenu beccerr yracana Hagexna.

— BBl... BBl HE CMOXeTe MOMOYb HaM?

— 51 moka He MOry cKa3arh, — OTBETHIIA TyBepHaHTKa. — Ho onpenenenHo nomeitaioch. Paccka-
xute 0 pedeHke. CKOJIBKO eMy JIET U KaKoBa MpUYUHA O0JIe3HU ?

Jlenu beccert nogaBuiia pelgjaHue.

— Ixedpdpu aBeHaanaTh, — oTBeTmIIa oHa. — OH. .. Ha HEro NOpoil HaXOAUT, MaJeMyasesb: OH
TOBOPUT OECCMBICIIMILY M HE MOXET OOBSCHUTH MoueMy. BpeMeHaMu OH CTpaiaeT OT MeJTaHXOJIUH.
OH oueHb HEpPBHBII PEOEHOK.

Mucc ne CeBepc MeJIeHHO TToKayasa roJIOBOM.

— Yto npezcTaBisioT codoit ero Buaenus? ['pessl? lammonuHanmm? OH CIBIIMT Toj1oca?

— 4 nymaio, 310 Tpe3bl, — mpomentana rpagpuHsa. — [pe3bl HasBY, a HE BO CHE, €ClI TaKoe
obiBaeT. Ho s He coBceM yBepeHa. [lornmaerte, [xeddpu 6osbiiie He XoueT 00CyKAaTh ITO CO MHOW.
OH craJ1 OYeHb CKPbITHBIM.

— Maspuuk Bce elnie CTpafaeT OT MPUCTYIOB? — CIPOCHJIa T'YBEpHAHTKA. — 3HAaeTe, C BO3PACTOM
y A€Tel 3TO YacTo MPOXOAHT.

— CTtaJ1o TOJIbKO XyXke, — oTBeTuIa Jienu beccert. — OH Takoi cTpaHHBIN. Sl KOHCYIBTUPOBAIACh
C caMbIMM U3BECTHBIMU BpadyaMu U (ppeHosioramu ¢ Xapiau-ctput. Onu ckazanu... O rociogu! OuHu
ckazany, uto y xxeddpu ckopee Bcero aymieBHast 00J1€3Hb. .. 9TO, BO3MOXKHO, OH MOTEPSUT CBSI3b C
PEaTbHOCTBIO U... ¥ €r0 HaJJ0 U30JIMPOBATh.

— Kaxkotii B3nop! — Bo3MyTHIach ryBepHaHTKa. — 51 ObI M30IMpOBaIa KOE-KOro 13 mpeycreBaio-
IUX JOKTOPOB C XapJIU-CTPUT. A YK 4TO OBl 51 cAenana ¢ (ppeHosIoraMu, 1 ToBOPUThH HE XOUY.

— Bbl... BBl UM He Bepure?

— Kpaiine pesko, — )KMBO CKa3aa XKeHIMHA. — A B 9TOM CJly4ae COBEpIIEHHO He Bepio. [IBeHa-
AUATAIETHUN peOeHOK ellle HEeIOCTAaTOYHO Pa3BUT YMCTBEHHO U (PM3MUYECKU IJIsI TAKOTO CTPAIIHOTO
npuroBopa. M ecny y Hero Ha roJioBe CTpaHHbIe HIMIIKH, TO CKOpee BCEro 3TO OT UI'PHl B KAIlITaHbI.
BeposTHO, Baill peGeHOK MPOCTO CIAUIIKOM YyBCTBHUTEJIEH M APTUCTUYEH.

Jlenu Beccert nokayvasa rojioBoii.
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— Her, — yBepeHHO cka3ajia oHa. — XOTs OH IMPEKPACHO PHUCYeT. Y Hero 3amevarelibHbIe CIIOCo0-
HOCTHU K MaTeMaTuKe U K HayKaM. BOT mouemy 3TH... 9T MPUCTYIbl KaXKYTCs TAKUMHU CTPAHHBIMH.

— 3HaYUT, OH HE KalpU3HbIA peOeHOK ?

— Huckonbko.

— B ocranbHOM OH coBepitieHHO 310poB? OH yuutcs? OH cooOpa3uTeTbHBIN MaTbYHK ?

— Yuurens [Ixedda cuutaer ero TalaHTIUBbIM.

— V Hero ObUIa Kakas-HUOY/Ib IETCKast TpaBMa?

Kaxkoe-to mraosenue sienu beccert konebanace.

— Her... Her, TpaBMBI He OBLIO.

I'yBepHaHTKa CHOBa MOAH:IA OPOBH U cOOMpaiach, BUAUMO, 33/1aTh ouepeaHon Bonpoc. Ho B
3TOT MOMEHT B KOMHATy BOeXkaJa MpeJieCTHasl CBETJIOBOJIOCAs AEBYIIIKA B HAPSITHOM ILIaThe.

— Mama, oHO TOTOBO! — BOCKJIMKHY/JIAa OHA, BBITSTUBAS €0, YTOOBI pasIiIsieTh IUIAThe CO
criuHbl. — [Tonon poBrHo noammt? Kaxkercs, CiuHa BBIISITUT CIUIIKOM. . .

— Munas, y Hac roctd, — yrnpekHy/la T'yBepHaHTKa, KOTOpasi, Kak Tenepb CTalo SICHO, Oblia
BOBCE He ryBepHaHTKoM. — [To3Hakombces ¢ nenu beccerrt. Jlenu Beccert, 310 MOsl nagyepuua, jieau
Apwuan Patiex.

JleBouKa rycro nokpacHeJa.

— UzBunute, MaMm! — I[puces B peBepaHce, OHa TYT K€ BBILIUIA.

— INo3BonbTe, — mpodopmoTana e becceTt, 4yBCTBYS, Kak 3ambuiaiy ee meku. — Kro... g
X04y CKazaTh... 3TO...

— 310 Ta camas 104b Jiopaa TpeiixepHa, KoTopasi Obljia y’KacHO OOJIbHA, — OTBETHJIA XO3SIKA. —
Jla, IMEHHO 3TO A TMBITAJIACh OOBSCHUTH BaM, Jienu becceTT. Mbl IOKEHWINCh, OH U 1. A ApuaH
Ternepb, Kak BUIUTE, COBEPIIEHHO HOpMaJlbHasl EBOUKA. Y HAC ellle Tpoe JETei, OITOMY y MeHs
pUOABIIIOCH Pa0OTHI, M HEKOT/IA JABATh COBETHI APY3bsIM U POACTBEHHHUKAM.

— Ox! = ¥V nenu Beccert onyctmucek pyku. — O rocnionu! Bel teneps nequ Tpelixepu! A 4...
s HE 3Hal0, YTO MHE JeJ1aTh.

Xo3siKa 10Ma, HAKJIOHUBIIIKCh, TIOJIOKMIIA JIAIOHb Ha PYKY Jieau beccerr.

— BelI enie Tak Mosozpl, goporas. Jymaio, MOJIoke MEHs.

— MHe Tpuaiarh, — npoientana rpaduHs, — HO s 9yBCTBYIO ceds Tak, OyATO BABOE CTaplie. —
Io ee miekam MOKATUIINCH CJIE3HI.

Jlenu TpeiixepH nojasia el CBeKeHaKpaxXMaJIeHHbIA HOCOBOM IJ1aTOK.

— Tpuauars — 310 HEMHOTrO, — IpojoIkaia oHa. — He nepexkuBaiite Tak u3-3a ceiHa. [loBepbTe
MOEMY OIIbITY, C BO3pacTOM Y JI€TeW 3TO MPOXOAMT.

— Bl nymaere? — BexnunHyna Jieau beccett. — S tak xouy B 310 Beputh. Ixeddpu — Most
*u3Hb. Hac Tonbko nBoe, Oosbliie y HAC C HUM HUKOTO HET.

— INonumato, — ckazana nenu TpeiixepH. — U Hagoinro Bel B JIoH0He, goporasi?

Jlenu Beccert nonHsIa Ha Hee TOPECTHBIN B3IJISI.

— Hagcerna, — orBeTuiia oHa. — §I B1oBa, MO¥ ITAaCbIHOK HE/IABHO JKEHWJICA. 3aBTpa 1 3aKJII0Yal0
JOTOBOP HA MOKYIKY JOMa MOOIM30CTH.

— IlpaBna? — yneioHynack eau TpeiixepH. — Kak uynecHo.

— Ham cenbekuii Bpau gymaer, uto st [xedda mydre 6bith modsmiske k Jlonony. OH ckazai,
YTO HE 3HAET, UTO JIe/aTh C MAJLUYMKOM.

Jlenu TpeiixepH, ycrniokanBasi, oXJjonaia ee 1no pyke.

— BbI TOMKHBI KaK ClielyeT YCTpOUThCS, MUJIasl, — IIOCOBETOBAJIA OHA. — A KOI/Ia Bbl C 9TUM
yIIPaBUTECh, TO 00s3aTeNIBbHO MpUBOAMTE I0HOTO Ikedda Ha vail. I Mbl TO3ZHAKOMUMCS.

— Bbl... BbI Ham nomozxere?

— S nonbITatock, — ckazana seau TpelixepH. — CUMIITOMBI €70 COCTOSIHUSA IEMCTBUTENIBHO 3ara-
JIOYHBIE, HO S COBEPIIIEHHO He yOek/IeHa, UTO 3TO OOJIe3Hb.

— IIpaBna? Cnasa Gory!
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— Ilaxe ecnv 3TO U Tak, joporas, B JIOHIOHE eCTh HECKOJIbKO Bpaueil, KOTOpbIe MPOsSIBUIN BHU-
MaHMe K padotam yueHbix B Bere u [Tapuke. B oOmactul qymeBHBIX OOJIE3HEH — 3TO HA3BIBAIOT IICH-
XOJIOTHEH, — C/IeIaHbl 3HAUMTe IbHbIE OTKpbITUsA. He Bce Bpaun caMoi0BOJIbHBIE HEBEX/IbI, Jien bec-
CeTT.

— JlymeBHble Oone3Hu! — nepeepHyIia redamu Jiequ beccert. — MHe 1axe CIblaTh O HUX
HEBBIHOCUMO!

— W 3a0yapTe 00 3TOM, — cKa3asia jeau TpeiixepH. — A Terepb BbIIIbeM Koe, U Bbl PACCKa)eTe
MHE O CBOEM HOBOM JioMme. I ie oH Haxoautcs?

— Psangom ¢ Yencu, — Tuxo ckazana jgenu beccerr. — B nepesne Yonem-I'pun. [loka gom otne-
JIBIBAIOT, 51 CHSIJIa TaM KOTTE)K, HO BCETO Ha HECKOJIBKO HEJIEJb.

— 3HauuT, 40 ropojia BaM COBCEM HeJlaleKo, — CKaszasia Jiey TpeixepH 1, MOJHSBIIUCH, TTO3BO-
HWJIA B KOJIOKONbYMK. — [Ipu3Hatock, B JIoH10HE y MeHs He MHOTO 3HakOMbIX. U Bce ke mo3BosbTe
MHE TIPE/ICTaBUTh BaC B OOIIIECTBE.

Jlenu becceTt nmouyBCcTBOBAJIA, KAK €€ JIMIIO CHOBA BCIIBIXHYJIO.

— 51 ouens masio ObIBaJIa B CBETE, — MPU3HAJIACH OHA. — M MOYTH HUKOTO HE 3HAIO.

— Hy, Mos noporas, Tenepb Bbl 3Ha€Te MeHs, — CKa3aJla Xo3s1iKa oma. — Tak Kak HacyeT HOBOTO
noma? KoHevHo, B HEM eCcTh Bce COBpeMeHHbIe ynoocTBa? M BaM MpencTouT KymuTh Maccy Meoen?
Jla 3To mpocTo 3aMevaTesbHoO !
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I'maBa 2
Jlyuwe 0vimov noseuweHHbIM, UeM HEYOaAUHO HCEHUMbCS

3BoHapu cobopa Cearoro ['eoprus Ha 'aHHOBep-CKBep y:ke MPOry/IMBaJIMCh IO rajepee, Koraa
B YTPEHHEM TyMaHe MosiBWIach kapera MakiaxiaHa. OH KOPOTKO IMpUKa3ajl Kydepy KIaTh €ro y
«Tpex koposneii» 1 marny Ha Tpotyap. [To3xe TyT OyneT oxUBJIEHHOE ABUKeHue, a MeppHK He UMes
JKeJIaHUs1 3aCTPSTh 3/1ECh.

OpnuH 13 3BOHapeil ¢ JII0OOMBITCTBOM YKPaJKOM B3IJIAHYJ Ha Hero. [{pyroii pactupai Mo30.u-
CTYIO PYKY, CJIOBHO OOZyMBIBasl MPEACTOSIIEE JeJI0, IOKa TPETUI IPOMKO KaJIOBAJICS HA BECEHHIOIO
CBIPOCTh. KTO-TO HEBUIMMBII — MEJIBKHYJIM TOJIBKO pyKa 1 Kpail LIEpKOBHOTO O0IaYeHNs — U3HYTPH
OTKpbLI ABEPb, U 3BOHAPU UCUE3IIHU B LIEPKBU. BBUIO CIIBIIIHO, KAK OHU APYT 3a IPyroM NOJTHUMAIOTCS
Ha KOJIOKOJIBHIO.

MakJaxiian B Iylne noonarogapui ux 3a caepkanHocTs. OH He BHAEN CMBIC/IA B TPa3/IHbIX
Pa3roBopax ¢ HE3HAKOMBIMU JIOJbMU. V1 He MMen xkeslaHusl BXOAUTb B LIEPKOBb, NIOKA B 3TOM HET
HeoOxoaumocTy. OH HEYyTOMUMO IHarajl B3aj U BIEpe 10 yIuLe, Jo0ysch KJIaCCUYeCKUMU KOJIOH-
HaMH 1 BUTpakamu codopa Cesaroro ['eoprusi. Ero Bocxuinenue, MIeHHOE BCSKUX IMOLMIA, ObLIO
CKopee OecIIpUCTpacTHOM OLIEHKOM npodeccroHaia. Bo BCsSKOM citydae, OH HUKOTa He TIPHIIes Obl
cloJia 1o 100po¥i BoJie J1a e1lle Ha BEeHYaHue.

Ho ceromus ens cBagpObI ero crapiiero Opara. Y Makiaxiana He Obut0 BeiOopa. OH noBep-
HYJICSI M CHOBA 3aulara 1no tporyapy. Yept Bo3pMH, PUIIIC CIUIIKOM TYro 3aBs3aJl EMy TaJCTYK.
MakJ1ax1ad poBet MaJIbLIEM B/IOJIb BOPOTHUKA, OCIA0NsIs y3ell.

JBuxenue no CeHT-IIKOPIK-CTPUT cTasio nHTeHcuBHee. Yept! OH He jkenal maratb TyT, Kak
3Bepb B KJIETKE, HO HE MOT 3aCTaBUTh ceOs1 BOWTH BHYTPb. Pe3ko moBepHyBIIMCh, MakJiaxJiaH Moresn
10 TEHUCTOW rajiepee, MpUMbIKAOLIEH K cTapoMy 37aHM0. OH He B NEpBbIid pa3 NpATAJICS B TEHU
uepkBu Cesaroro ['eoprus. Bo3ayx 3/1eck ObL1 IPONUTAH 3a11AXOM 3aMIIIEIBIX KAMHEW U CBIPOI 3eMJIH.
JleneHAIMM JIyIIy 3aIaxoM CKJIETIOB U TIOA3eMeNTbsl. 3/1eCh MaxJIo MOTHJIOH, B KOTOPOU MOrpeOeHbI
HaJEK/Ibl U MEYTAHUS.

He nano 6bu10 cioga npuxonuts. OH NOJHSUT IJ1a3a K COJHILY, XaOTUYHBIMU TSTHAMH POOU-
BaBILIEMYCsl CKBO3b 3€JIEHYIO JIUCTBY, U 3axMypuics. Illym 1 rpoxoT yJaM4yHOro ABMXKEHUsl MOCTe-
MIEHHO CTUXJIY, IOTOM COBCEM HMCUE3JIH.

— Ionenyit mensi, Magu. — Ero rosoc Xpuruio mpo3Bydvai BO Mpake.

— Meppuk! — OHa 3acTeHUYMBO B3IVISIHYJIa Ha HETO U IOJOXWJIA PYKY eMy Ha Iuiedo. — Ters
CTaHeT OPaHUTHCSI, €CII Mbl 3aMEIITIKAeMCS.

OH npuI0kuiI nasient K ee ryoam.

— mm, Maaau. — OH o0epHycs. — HUKTO Jake HE 3aMeTHI1, YTO Mbl OTCTAJIM.

OH HakJIOHWJICA U JIETKO IMpoBes rydoamu 1o ee pry. OT nepBoro NpuKOCHOBEHUs MOLEIyil
BCIBIXHYN Kak IuiaMsi. OH npuTsHyn ee Oiauxke. Ero A3blk MPOHUK B €€ POT, PyKU MEPEIuiesIuch B
CTPAaCTHOM OOBSITHU.

V Hero rosoBa Kpykuiach oT ee 3arnaxa. OH 4yBCTBOBaJ NOJ MaJIbLIAMM ILIEJIK €€ IUIaThs,
BBIITYKJIOCTh YIIPYTUX sAroauil. Jpixanue MapinH cOMIoch, MPEeBPATUBILKCH B CIAIKUE CYAOPOKHbIE
B3JI0XH. Y Hee XBAaTUJIO 3JPaBOr0 CMbIC/IA OTTOJIKHYTh €rO.

— Meppuk, MbI B IIepKBH !

OH ynpIOHYIICS.

— Jla, neBovKa Mosi, UIMEHHO TaK, — coracuiicst oH. — Ho B Moux 4yBcTBax K TeOe HET HUUEero
rpetmHoro. [lepen Borom oHM CKPEHHH U YKCTHI.
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OmnycTuB pecHUIb, OHAa OTBEJA B3IVIs, €€ JIMIO Mopo3oBeso. OH XOTes CHOBA MOIIEJIOBATh ee.
Emy XoTenoch KOCHYTBhCSI €€, KOCHYThCS TaK, KaK 3TO JejaeT MYyXK4MHA, KOTJa JKEHIIUHA KaKAeT
otnarbcst eMmy. Ho oH He mocmen pucKHYTb U CIeNaTh 3TO 37eCh. BMeCTo 9TOro oH mprkasics K Heid,
BHCKOM K BHCKY, U TIOUYBCTBOBAJI, KAK paccIaOuIvCh ee IJIeUH.

— Mapu, — npoienTa oH e Ha yX0, IPUTIruBasi K cede 00enMH pyKaMH.

— Yro?

—DTO TYT BEeHYAIOTCsI BBICOKOPOIHBIE xuTesi Meiihapa Bpone Teds?

— 41 He u3 Meliapa, — B OTBET IpolIenTaia oHa. — [la, IMEHHO TyT.

— Torpa s o6BeHuYaroch ¢ T000I 371eCh, Man, — MOKJIsIcs oH. Ero ronoc aqposxait or sMouui. —
B koHIIe ce30Ha, Ha I71a3ax y Bceld 9Toi cBeTcKor myomuku. KisHych B 3ToM niepea Borom.

— A HaM... HaMm paszpemat, Meppuk?

OH 3a0bL1, KaKk OHA MOJIOJA.

— OHH He CMOT'YT HaC OCTaHOBUTD, — OTpe3asl OH. — HuKT0, M311, He OCTAaHOBUT HACTOSIIYIO
TMOOOBb.

C3aau MOCTBIIAIUCH TSKEITbIE IAark TETYITKH.

— Bot 181 rie! — llaru cTuxmm.

Meppuk 0O0epHYIICS K Y3KOH JOPOXKKe, MOprasi OT sSIpKOTrO YTPEHHETrO CBEeTa.

— Bce yxe nomuaca xkayT! — nouTu mpopbiuai cap Anacadp Maknaxiiad. — Thl HAKOHeI BOM-
Jellb BHYTPb WIW HET?

— Jla, HEMHOI'O MOTrofsl.

—Her, ceituac, — orpe3a xxeHux. — Thl coracuicst Ha 310, Meppuk. Tebe HyKHO TOJIBKO TTOCTO-
STh psiioM co MHOUM. Huyero crpammHoro tam He OyfeT, 3T0 He 3y0 yaassTh.

MensieHHO 1marasi BOOJIb LIEPKOBHOM cTeHbl, Meppuk cobupascsi ¢ Mbiciasamu. OH Hagesics,
YTO HE BbI/1aJ CBOETO CMSTEHUSI.

— Pazymeercs, Thl 1paB, — cKa3aJl OH, BBIXOsl U3 TEHU Ha conHue. — [Ipomry u3BunuTs. f 3a1y-
MaJics.

— Knsinych, TBOM MBICTM OBUTH TaM, TJIe BCETAa, — CEPAUTO OTBETUJ OpaT, — B TBOUX MPOKJISATHIX
KOHTOPCKUX KHHUTaX.

B 310 BpeMst MMMO LIEpKOBHO# KOJIOHHA/1bI ITPOE3ajlo OTKPBITOE JIaH10. Pe3Ko CBEpHYB BJIEBO,
9KUMaX OCTAHOBHJICS y 0OOUMHBL. VI3 Hero BHIOpasICsl JOPOJHBIN HKEHTIbMEH U, CKaB PYKY B KYJIaK,
3armaray K Oparbsim.

— Yept nmobdepu, KTo 3T0? — e1Ba CIBIIIHO CIPOCHIT AJTacasp.

— HoGpoe yTpo, YaTiau, — X0I0AHO NPUMOIHSUT LTSy Meppuk.

Kazanoch, MyXulHy BOT-BOT yAap XBaTuT.

— Jls1 Bac-To OHO 100poe! — BOMHCTBEHHO OTBETWII OH. — CaMO MpOBUICHUE TIPUBEIO MEHS
cloa.

— 41 61 3TOTO HeE CcKazan, — oTBeTUI Meppuk. — [To3BonbTe MpeacTaBuTh, MOM Opar, cap Anac. ..

— He Tpyautech, — orpeI3Hyics MyXJblil JKeHTIbMEH. — Buepa, MakuaxiaH, MeHs OCETHII
OfIVH U3 Balux OAaHIUTOB ¢ TpeTHUII-CTPUT.

— Bul XoTHITE CKa3aTh, OOMH U3 MOMX I0pUCTOB 13 CUTH? — MPUTIONHSLT OpoBb MeppuK.

— HaspiBaiiTe 1x Kak XoTHUTE, — OTpe3all MyKuuHa. — 51 Bce mpaBWIIbHO MOHsLT, Maksaxian? Bel
Tpebyere Bo3Bpara gonra? M 3To mocie Toro, Kak Mbl 000 BCEM JIOTOBOPUIIUCH?

AJtacidp cepamTo KallissHyJ, HO MeppHK MpoJoKIII pa3roBop:

— BbI comtacuuch BHILIAYMBATh CCYy pa3 B KBapTtai, Yamiu.

— boxe munoctuBslil! Tak Beb Ha 1BOpE TOJIBKO Maii!

— Ila, Ho ccyna Obuta BbiaHa 2 deBpais, — Bo3paswin Meppuk. — [Tnatex ciienoBaio mpousse-
CTHU Yepe3 JIEBSHOCTO JIHEM.
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— JIKeHTJIbMEHBI, 3TO TaK HEOOXOMMO 0OCYKIaTh ceituac? — mpommren Anacasp. — [lodoiitech
6ora, MbI CTOMM TIepe]] LIepPKOBBIO.

My>X4rHBI Jaxe He B3IJISIHY/IA Ha Hero.

— U pebGeHKy M3BECTHO, UTO KBapTaJibHbIE IJIaTeXU MPOU3BOIATCS 25 Mapta, 24 uioHs, 29
ceHTsI0ps u 25 nekadpsi! — mporectoBan Yamim. — 3HAYUT, CPOK yIUIaThl 24 UIOHS.

Meppuk nogHs1 OpOBH.

— Bor kak? — nmpobopmotan oH. — Mcxomst U3 3T0ro, 51 TomkeH ObUT MOTy4UTh IEPBbIN TUIATEK
Ha bnarosemenue. I HaunHa aymarh, Yatiau, 4yTo Bbl He yuTanu jaorosop. CMmelo Bac 3aBepuTh,
YIUIATATh HAaJO OBUIO HECKOJIBKO HEJesb Ha3al.

Yarm crioTKHYJICS.

— Ho... HO MHe Heuem maTuTh, MakjaxyaH! — TUXO CKa3aj OH. — Bbl xoTUTE MOAMATH NOJ
ce0s1 MO KUPIMYHBIN 3aBOJ, YepT Bac 3a0epu! Bbl aToro xoture? S10oro?

— Toraa s 1o KpaiiHei Mepe NoIy4y 3a CBOU XJIONOThI KUPIUYH, — TapupoBasl Meppuk. — Eciu
IJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI 3aKOHYUTDb PabOTy, MHE TIOHAI00MTCS TOT YEPTOB 3aBOM, TaK U OyJeT.

Anacyiap JeroHbKO TPOHYII €ro 3a IUIeYO:

— B camom siente, Meppuk, 3T0 yx depecayp Oyp:Kya3Ho.

— Ma, ato 6usHec, — Opocui OH OpaTy M CHOBA MOBEPHYJICS K JIOPOIHOMY JIKEHTJIBMEHY. —
Yatu, BB 3aiepkajid MOCTaBKY HA JBE HeZIeNU. Y MeHs MPOCTauBaloT TpU 00beKTa. 51 He Mory cTpo-
uTh 6€3 KMpIUYa U He MOTY pa3faBaTh CCYIBI 10 JOOPOTE TyIIEBHOM. . .

— Jla y Bac ee oTpojsich He ObLIO, — MepeOusT ero MyKIrHa.

— Bot uMeHHoO, 1 BBl XOPOIIIO AelaeTe, 4YTo IIOMHUTE 3T0, — 3aMeTii Meppuk. — Ccyaa BbliaHa
Ha YCOBEPIIEHCTBOBAHME MTPOM3BOJICTBA, YTOOBI BbI IOCTABJISIM MHE CTpOMMaTepuasisl B cpok. Ceil-
Yyac MHE HyeH Kupruy, YaTiu, a y Bac ckiaj 3a0ut uM. $1 3Haioo, s caM BYepa 3TO BUE.

Yaram nmodarposer.

— Ho sta maprus o6emana ®oprau!

— YroBopurte ero nmogoxaarh, 4ept nodepu! — ckazan Meppuk. — PopTHH JaBasl BaM CCydy B
aecAtb Teicsd pyHTOB? [lyMaro, Het. Jlo cBunanus, Yatum. 51 Koy Jio)KMHY BO30B KUpIKMYa B Yosiem-
I'pun 10 3aKara, a OCTaJIbHOE — JI0 KOHIIA HEeJIeJIN.

Yatm TpsCio OT SpOCTH, Ka3ajoCh, OH BOT-BOT 3aMEPTBO pyXHET Ha TpoTryap. Hu ciosa He
rOBOps1, OH MTOBEPHYJICS U CeJl B MOKMAABLIEE €ro JaH/O.

— Hy cnacu6o tede, Meppuk, — xoiomHo niporeani cap Anaciap. — Criacu0o, 9to caenat ajis
MEHsI 9TOT JIeHb He3a0bIBAEMbIM.

MeppHK HeIOyMEHHO MOCMOTpeN Ha OpaTa ¥ BCIIOMHWIL, rie HaxoauTtcsi. CoOpaBIIMecs rOCTH
CTOJIITMJIUCH B TIPOTHBOIOIOKHOM KOHIIE Tajleper, OTBOAS B3Il U THXO MeperoBapusasichb. Mep-
PUK co00pa3uII, YTO OHU pa300palii €ClIi He OTAEIbHbIE CI0Ba, TO CYTh CIOpa.

OH MoYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO €r0 JIMIIO 3TMUBAET Kap. bpar keHnxa Ha mopore epKBH BTAIITHIBAET
B I'psi3b HeAasekoro Toprosia! [Ipyroro ot Hero U He KJaJiv, TAKOBa YK ero pemytanus. OObIYHO
Meppuky Obuto Ha 310 HarieBaTb. Ho cerogns... Ero Opat B TpuanaTh cemMb JeT HAKOHEI| Halle
CBOE CUACThe U BOT-BOT MOWJET K ajiTapio. Anacadp BCTPETHII KEHIMHY CBOEW MeuThl. B oTmmune
oT Meppuka meutam Opata cyxkJIeHo cObIThbcss. Ho Meppuk He HaMepeH CHOTHIKAThCS O APsIXJIbie
OCTaTKM CBOMX HECOBIBIIMXCS Hamex[. Tem Oormee BpeMsi M1 MECTO [UIsl 9TOTO ceiyac COBEPILIEHHO
HE TO/IXOISIIIIHE.

Meppuk Harien B cede ciiTbl OOHATH Opata 3a mieun. [Ipexae oH yacTeHbKO 3aBHI0BaN Oec-
MIEYHOMY, JKU3HEPAJOCTHOMY HpaBy AJlacaspa, ero COIHEYHOM, 30JI0TUCTOM KpPacoTe, HO HUKOI/1a He
KeJtall eMy 371a.

— Ipoctu, Anacmap, — TMXO CKazal OH. — DTO JEWCTBUTENILHO OCOOCHHBIA NeHb. [loiinem,
3aKOHYMM 3TO JIEJI0 U c/ieIaeM DCMe WIEHOM HaIllell CEMBH.
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MeppuKy mpecTosyio OTBeCcTH Opata K anrtapio. M3 Bcex 00s3aHHOCTE, KOTOPBIX CTPAITUTCS
YeJIoBeK, 3Ta He camasi TaroctHasi. LlepeMoHHs CKopo mojomuia K KOHILY, ¥ 00s3aHHOCTH Meppuka
3aKOHYMIIKCH. ToMNma BhIChIIaa U3 IIEPKBH TOJ1 JIMKYIOIUIA TIEPEe3BOH KOJIOKOJIOB.

C 1rymom, 9XOM OTAIOIIMMCSI OT KUPIUYHBIX CTEH, TOCTH OTIPAaBMIIMCH K [ pocBeHOp-CKBEp,
rae B joMe yienu TaTToH, OHOW M3 CaMbIX YMHHBIX U JAOOPOMOPSAOUHBIX CBETCKMX MATPOH, ObLT
YCTPOEH NPa3AHUYHBIN 00e.

B yriy nepkBu DcMe JorHana TOIbKO YTO 0OpeTeHHOoro aeseps. OHa MpocTO CBETHIIACh OT
CUACThS.

— MoxHo orepeTbcsi Ha TBOIO pyKy, Meppuk? — cripociiia oHa. — Bezib Tenephb Thl MO# Opar.

Pazymeercs, Meppuk cornacuics. Anacasp MPUHAMAI TIO3/IPABJICHUS] OT CBOUX OECITyTHBIX
Apy3el, TOKUMast UM PyKH C TeM OIIEeIOMJIEHHBIM BBIPaKEHHEM JIUIIA, KOTOPOE CBOMCTBEHHO HOBO-
HCTICYCHHbIM MYXXbsAM.

— Hapneroch, Thl HEMHOTO 3aJIEPXKHUIILCS y TETU? — CIIPOCUIa DCMe.

Meppuk Konebacs.

— 41 He nyman ocraBaTbcsl, — IPU3HAJICS OH. — Thl IPOCTUILL MEHS?

— Her, — pemrensHo otBetmna dcme. — ['ne TBost kapera? [loyeMy Thl 10KeH UATH?

-V «Tpex koporeii», — orBeTu Meppuk. — Y MeHsl JHEM Ha3HaueHa BCTpevya apXUTEKTOPOB.
[Nepconan Oyzer KaaTh MeHsI.

— Jlo 3TOTO erie AaneKo, — ckazana AcMe. — A ecii Thl coopasicst UATH K «TpeM KoposisiM», TO
MOXeIIb TPONTH UyTh Aajbilie, MeppuK, ¥ BBINUTH OJMH OOKAJI 32 HAIIIE CYACThE.

JleficTBUTEbHO, peub UAET O TAKON MaJIOCTH.

— Tol emuHCTBEHHBIN POICTBEHHUK AJacispa B JIOHIOHE, — ynpekHyna Dcme. — OOIecTBo
KIACT TBOCTO IMPUCYTCTBUA.

MeppuKy ObLIO TUIEBaTh HA OXUAaHMs oOmecTBa. OOIECTBO HUYEro He CAENAo sl Hero u
HUYTOXHO MaJio — Jyis ero Opara. [llomiaHackuii GapoHeT co CpeHUM J0XOIOM He MMe OOJIBIIIOrO
Beca 3J1ech, Ha Iore, a ero MJIAIIMIMI OpaT — U TOro MeHbIle, OCOOEHHO KOTI/Ia OH MOCMeN 3apadarhl-
BaTh Ha JKM3Hb. AJIACIdP BCTPETHI DCMe U BIIOOWIICS B Hee MCKIIOUUTEIBHO M0 BOJIE CIydas U K
OOJIBIIIOMY HEYJOBOJILCTBUIO €€ TETYIIKH.

«HukTo, Maau, He OCTaHOBHUT HACTOSIITYIO JIIOOOBb. . .»

UYro x, Meppuk 1o KpaiiHeil Mepe yOequiics B IpaBoOTe 3TOTo YTBEpKAeHUs. Anacasp U dcme
0e3rpaHuvHO JOOWH APYT Apyra. HUKTo He ObLT CIOCOOEH OTrOBOPUTH UX OT 3TOro Opaka. DToT
COI03 HaBceraa, Meppuk ObUT B TOM COBEPILIEHHO yBepeH. U pany cBoei HOBOH CeCTpbl OH 3aCTaBUII
ce0s1 yIbIOHY ThCS.

— Tak obrmiecTBo x/eT? — cka3ai oH. — Bumur 0or, s He jKeJaio HUKOTO Pa30yapOBbIBATh.

B 3enenbix rmazax Dcme 3aruiscaiiv CMEIIMHKA. MeppHK MCKasl TIOOXOISAIIME CI0Ba, YTOObI
CKa3aTb ‘{TO-HI/I6yIIL IMPUATHOEC.

— Hymaio, Thl XJIelllb He TOXKOEIbCS CBajeOHOro myTeriectBus? Brnagenus Anacispa B 9T0
BpEMsA roa yauBUTCJIbHO KPaCUBBI.

DcMe HeKHO YITBIOHYIACh.

— 310 OyzeT Bo3BpallieHre JOMOM, — MeUTaTeNIbHO CKa3asa oHa. — S TockoBana no Hlotnangun.
S1 TOJNBKO HAZIEIOCh. .. — DCME 3aMsUIaCh.

— Ha uro? — HacrauBasi Meppuk.

— 41 Hazeroch, uTO TBOs OalyIKa He Oy/IeT YyBCTBOBATh ceOsl CTECHEHHOM, — OTBETHIIA OHA. — $]
3Hal0, YTO 3aMOK Kepp — ee BiageHue. Ayacisp ocTaBuI JIOM, U OHa BEZIeT ero Ha CBOM BKYyC. [lymaio,
s cyMelo yOequTh ee, YTO HUYero He HY)KHO MEHSTb.

— Torna Tebe Hy)KHO OTKPOBEHHO CKa3aTh 00 3TOM, — mocoBeToBasl Meppuk. — baOymika Mak-
rperop nmpsAMoO BBICKA3bIBACT, YTO Y HEC HA YME, U XKACT TOI'O KE OT APYIHX.

— Kaxercs, 310 (hamusibHas yepra, — JIyKaBo B3MIsIHYJIA Ha Hero Dcme. — [locmymmaii, Meppuk,
novyemMy Obl TeOe He roexarh ¢ Hamu? B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, B&/lb 3TO JIOM M TBOETO JETCTBA.
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Meppuk He10BEpYMBO MIOCMOTPEJT Ha HEe.

— INoexatb ¢ Bamu B cBafeOHOe myTeriecTBre? HeT. Anacasp MHe 3a 3T0 cracudo He CKaxer.

— Meppuk, Anaciap 1eds moOUT, — TUXO cKazaia Dcme. — MHorna oH jaxke 3aBuayer Tede.
Jlymaio, ¥ Thl IOpO¥ 3aBUAyelIb eMy. Ho Thl ero Gpar, Thl 4J1s1 HErO LeJTbIii MUp.

— Hame conepHuyecTBO B MPOLUIOM, DCMe, — OTBETHII OH. — MBI COBEPILIEHHO pa3HbIe JIIOIU,
s cmupuics ¢ 3tuM. Ho noexars ¢ Bamu Ha ceBep? Her, qymaro, He CTOUT.

— Torpa npuesxaii Mo3:xe, — HacTauBaja oHa. — MBI OCTaHEMCS 10 OCEHM, €CJIM HE Ha LIEJbli
ron. [Tpuesskaii B modoe Bpems. TBost 6abymika Oyner Tak paga. S oymy pana.

[Noxoxe, 910 AecTBUTENBHO Tak. Meppuk He moHuMas cumnariuu dcme. [Ipexae oH Obul He
CITUIIIKOM JI0Op K JeByIIke. Y DcMe ObLTi TPUYNHBL HE JIIOOUTH €ro.

— [NocmoTprM, Kak MORIET JeJ10, — COJITal OH, M300pa3uB M3SIIHBIN MOKJIOH. — Biiarogapio Bac
3a MpUIJIalieHue, Jeaqu MakiaxiiaH.

Dcme ynbiOHYAack. [Tomomenmmii Mapku3 JIeBeJUIMH CXBATHIT JITYMKO DCMe B CBOU OTPOMHBIE
JIaJIOHU ¥ 3ByYHO PacLesIOBAN B 00€ IIEKH.

— JleBouka Mosi! — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, TOJIKHYB AJjacadpa joktem. — beansikka! Cszanachk ¢
1M ctapbiM TioBecor! Ckomnbko Tede sieT? Cemnannars? A emy? Copok MsiTh, HUKaK HEe MeHbiIle!
Knsnycs, cyapba odoruiach ¢ ToOOH yKacHO HECTIPaBEITUBO.

[Ilekn Dcme BCObIXHYIM. XOTSI OHA U HE BBIIVIsIAENA Ha CBOUM BO3PACT, el ObUIO JBAIIATh TPH.
JleBessIMH IPeKpacHO 3HaJI BO3PAcCT )KEHMXa U HeBeCThl. ’KeHa Mapku3a Bopyaia Ha MyXa U IPUYM-
TaJla, COUyBCTBYSI DCMe.

MeppHK BOCHOIB30BAJICSI CyMaTOXOM 1 3atepsiyicst B Tonme. TakoB Obu1 ero tiaH. Korma Mep-
PUK IpUOBLUT B IOM Jieau TaTToH, TaM yke ObUI0O MHOKECTBO rocTedd. Ero OKJIMKHY/ OIUH U3 MaJjo-
YUCJICHHBIX BEJIMKOCBETCKUX Jpy3el, rpad YUHBY/L.

— I'ne TBOs mpenecTHas keHa? — cpocusl MeppHK, IPOTaJIKUBAsCh CKBO3b TOJIILY.

Jlopa YuHByn ynbIOHY/ICS U KUBKOM YKa3aJl Ha JIGCTHUILY.

— BuBHu B camoii Tymie COOBITHIA, — CKa3al OH, — MPUHUMAET MOYECTU OT MHOTOUMCICHHBIX
oboxaresnen.

Meppuk ckpuBHIICS.

— He xoTen Obl 51 )XEHUTHCSI HA 3HAMEHUTOM UTAJIBTHCKOM COIIPAHO.

YuHByI OKavas rojxoBo.

— 41 mpoBen MHOTO J1eT, He Oyayuu KkeHaThIM Ha Buu, — otBeTmi1 oH. — Jlyulne ee ciaBa, 4em
Mou cTpagaHus. Kpome Toro, Thl He XO4ellb KEHUThCS BOOOIE, HE BaKHO, HA 3HAMEHUTON WJIH
HeT... — CnoxBaTuBIIMCh, T'pad nompaunen. — [Ipoctu, apyxuie! — OH NONOKWI TEIUTYIO JIAJIOHb
Ha ciiuHy Meppuky. — [ocimymiaii, MoxxHO norooputs o jene? Ham ¢ Busu Hy:xHa TBOSI IOMOILIB.

— Kakoro pona?

— Ham HeoOxomauMm HOBBINA 10M, — OTBeTWJI YUHBYA. — [IpaBay ckas3arh, Mbl cefiuac B OYEHb
CTECHEHHBIX 0OCTOSITE/ILCTBAX.

— Tel xouews yexatb U3 Meiidapa? — yausuics Meppuk.

— To1 ke 3Haemb Busu! Eif HarieBats Ha Meiidap. Ham HyKHO MPOCTPaHCTBO, U pajid STOrO
MBI TOTOBHI yexatb U3 ropofa. lymato, Yonem-I'pun npekpacHo nogoiet. Tol Belb XOUuelllb CPOBHSITH
JEPEeBHIO C 3eMJIel, — YCMEXHYJICsl YUHBYI. — Bynb 100p, OCTaBb Mapy reKTapoB [UIsl Hac.

MeppHK HaTSHYTO YJIBIOHYJICS.

— Bomnpeky yepHBIM CIUIETHAM $1 CPOBHSIO C 3€MJIEM TOJIBKO TO, YTO XuTeau YoneM-I'pun
pelI NpoAaTh UM CATh B apEHLy.

— Jla, HO TBOM JIEHBI'M TAKKME 3aMaHYMBBIE, — CKa3aJl YUHBY/I, — UX TaK MHOTO.

— 4 rulady HacToslyI0 UEHY, — MOXaJI IJiedaMu Meppuk.

VYuHByJ paccMesiics Tak TPOMKO, YTO Ha HETO OOEPHYJIUCh.

— Ilotnanyen HUKOrJa He IJIATUT HACTOALIYIO LIeHy ! — oTBeT1 OH. — Thl caenaens 31o, Mep-
puk? Tol yTOo-HUOYAB CrIpoeKTHUpYels 1 Hac? W mocTpouts rae-Hudyap psiaom ¢ Yencu?
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— Ilouemy 5, Kynn? — marko novHrtepecoBasicsi Meppuk. — Y MeHs B 1ITaTe [JI0KHMHA 3aMeva-
TEJIbHBIX MOJIOJBIX ApXUTEKTOPOB. 3a MOCTeAHUE AECATD JIET sl peKo Opasics 3a KapaH/arll.

— Ham HyxHO HeuTo 0coOeHHOe, — CKa3al YUHBY/. — A TeOs1 Ha3bIBAIOT HE TOJBKO (PHMHAHCO-
BbIM, HO M @pPXUTEKTYPHBIM I'€HUEM.

— Ha? — ¢wipkuayn Meppuk. — U kto xe?

YHHBYJ HEJIOBKO NOXKAJI TUICYAMH.

— OO0 3TOM rOBOpPST MOYETHbIC 3HAKU M HArpajibl, KOTOPHIMHU YBEIIaHbl TPU CTEHBI B TBOEM
KaOuHeTe, — OTBETHJI OH. — U BCsKMe... BCsAKME aKaJeMU4ecKue MTyKu U3 YHuepcutera CeHT-
Amnjipyca, Te, 4To pa3BellaHbl MEXAy OKHAMMU.

— lItykun? — nomHsn 6poBu MeppuK.

— Iocnymaii, 1 yHUBEpPCUTETOB HE KOHYAJI, — [IPOBOPYAJI YUHBY/I, — U HE 3HAI0, KaK OHU Ha3bl-
Batorcs. Cellyac MHe Hy’K€H JIOM, OFPOMHBIN U BBICIIIETO KaYecTBa.

— A xak Havyer KpioOutra? Y ero rpymmsl Bce eiie ecTh rmapa cBOOOTHBIX TOMOB Ha Ber-
IpeiB-CKBep.

YuHByI OKavas rojoBo.

— 51 obnazwn BenrpeiiBuio B0 U TONIEepeK. ITO MECTO MHE He MOaXoauT. Bee KpacuBo, HO
BBIIJISITUT Tak, OYITO KTO-TO XOTeJN TOKa3aTh, YTO OH MPEKPACHBI CTpOHTeNb. PyKH apxuTekTopa
TaM He YyBCTBYeTCs. TeOsi cuMTany TeHUeM yXke TOI/a, KOTJaa Thl ellle He HUYEro MOCTPOUJ, Jaxe
MIPOCTOM CTOPOXkeBOU Oyaku. M OypHO ariofupoBaId TBOUM MIPOSKTAM.

— Ila, ToMy yKe AecATh C MOJOBUHOM JIeT, — cKa3al Meppuk. — B mMupe apxutekTypHOro
au3aiiHa, YUHBY/, HY)KHO OBITh TOJIOMHBIM XYIOKHHUKOM, YTOOBI 3aCITYKUTh TaKUE aryIOMUCMEHTHI.
MBbIcib O TOM, UTO OHAXK/IBI THI pazdorareelib, cama Mo cede yxke JoCTaToYHasl Harpasa.

— B camowm zene? — Ton YunByna cmymiasi CBoei MpOHUIATEIbHOCTBIO.

MeppHK Komedacs UMb OO0 CEKYHIBL.

— Ma, yept nodepu, 3TO AEUCTBUTEIIHHO TaK.

— INousTHO, — ckazan nopn Yuusyq. — Toraa, MOKeT ObITh, Tl TO3aBTPAKACIITh 3aBTPa CO MHOMN
B «['epOe Yornema» 1 yCTpOMIIb SKCKYPCHIO TT0 iepeBHe?

— Ecimu xenaenis, — HeOpekHO MoBeN TuiedoM Meppuk, — BCTpeTUMCS B Hadajie BToporo. U,
VYuHBYJ, €CiM Tl CEPLE3HO. . .

— Ja.

— Toraa npuxsatu ¢ co00i OAaHKOBCKUH ueK. $1, Kak Thl CKa3al, IMOTIaH eIl

YuHBY paccMesicsl M PaCTBOPUJICS B TOJIIE MOKJIOHHUKOB, OKPY:KaBILINX €r0 KPacaBUILy KEHY.
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I'naBa 3
He oyou auxo, noka ono muxo

IIpoxuB Henemo B npesecTHoi jaepeBHe YoneM-I'puH, nequ Beccert pemmna, 4to nosaHee
yTpo ee modbumoe BpeMs. [ToBO3KM ¢ cCeHOM, IOABO/IBI C Ky/IaX4yIlei JOMaIHel THLEeH, TpyKeHHbIe
OBOIIIAMH TEJIETH C PACCBETOM ye3XKasu B JIOH/IOH, U B IEPeBYIIKE HACTyMajia OlakeHHAs! TUILMHA.

B 310 uynecnoe yTpo rpacduHs cuziena B KpOLIEYHOM CaMKe M03aJu KOTTekKa U Muia Jai.
[TpukpbIB I1a3a, OHA Ciyllaja NTUYbU Tpesu. [IbAHAIMIA apoMaT BECHBI BUTAI B BO3/lyXe — 3amax
CBEKEBCIIAXAHHOM 3eMIIH U TIONEBHIX 1BeToB. Kasanock, ona cHoBa ouyTuach B Mopkimmpe.

Jlemn Beccert yxacHO mo HeMmy cKydana. OTKpBIB I71a3a, OHA OIVIsfena cajll, OOHECEHHBIH
KaMEeHHOM OrpaJioii: KyCThbl pO3 BbIOTCS I10 IITAJIepaM, CTapble NMIMHUY KapaOKaloTcs M0 CTeHe JJoMa
BOKPYI' KYXOHHOI'O OKHa, aKKypaTHasl JOpOKKa BeleT K ABepH. IIpuexaB B 3TOT oyapoBaTesbHbII
yronok, rpaduHs He MO3BONANA cebe aymath 0 Mopkimmpe. U He BCTIOMIHANA POIHBIE MECTa, MOKA
eii He MPHUIILIIOCh OOBSCHUTH CBOM OOCTOSITENNLCTBA Jiein TperixepH.

TpaBy cka3aTh, JOMMHK VIOpKIIMpa cTamy eif JoMOM JIHIIb Ha 4eThipe rofa. Ho 3a 310 Bpems
rpacduHs nomoomIa ero HeoO03prUMBbIe TUIOIOPOJHBIE IPOCTOPHI. [Tomoouia cBoO0Y, KOTOPYIO IPH-
Heco ed BOoBcTBO. Jlenm BecceTt mocenuiachk B moMecTbe MOKOWHOrO Myka. BHOBb oOpeTeHHOe
YYBCTBO COOCTBEHHOI'O JIOCTOMHCTBA MEMJIEHHO IpopacTajo B ee ayiue, a JloyroH-MsHop nocre-
[IEHHO BO3BpAILAJICS K JKM3HU NOCJIE AOJTHUX JIET HEOpEeXKEeHUs M OTCYTCTBUS XO35IMHA.

Ona nomooOuia JIoyToH u ero sioaeil. Onu OyayT cKydaTth IO Held, nogymada rpapuHs. Muccuc
[leHAATOH OTKPOBEHHO I1aKaa, Korjaa oHu ¢ [xeddom caaniuck B KapeTy, Harpasissach B JIOHJOH.
Haxxe CuMM3, cTapblil ABOPELIKMH, ABaXAbl BbITep HOC. [la, oHM OyoyT CKydarh 1Mo Hel, MoJsonas
X03s5IliKa UM He TIOHPaBUTCS.

Hoseiii rpag BeccerT, ee mackiHOK AJIBHH, BBIOpasl cede sKeHy cpasy Mociie COBEPIICHHONETHS.
K HecuacTblo, ero u30paHHHIIA OKa3ajlach U3 TeX, KTO CIyraM He HpaBUTCS. Mucc Daz3esl, 104b
cocela-CKBaiipa, yacto roctiia B Jloyrone. OHa B OTKPBITYIO OXOTHIIACH 32 OetHsAToN AnBuHOM. U
Jaja siCHO MOHATH, YTO B JIOyTOHE BCe U3MEHMTCS, KOIJa OHA CTAHET B HEM XO3AMKOM.

AJBHHA MHTEpECOBaJIU TOJIbKO (hepMepcTBO U 0xoTa. He 311011, HO HEMHOT'O INTyHIOBATHhIi, OH TaK
OTJIMYAJICS OT CBOETO LIEJIEYCTPEMIIEHHOTO U MPSIMOJYILIHOTO OTIIA, YTO UX POJCTBO YACTO BBI3BIBAJIO
yIUBJICHUE.

AJBUH Bce JETCTBO MpOBeJ B cTpaHCTBUAX Mo Mranuu. Bo3MOXHO, MO3TOMY OH pemni
MYCTUTb KOPHHU Ha pofHo# 3emiie. OH Oosbllie He XOTes MyTeeCTBUI U MPUKITIOYSHUH.

— 3aueMm BbIOMpaThcsl B JIOHIOH Ha CBETCKMI CE30H, Ky3uHa Mp31MH, — roBopui AJIBUH, —
KOTJJa MECTHasl JeBYIIIKa MEHs BIIOJIHE yCTpauBaeT?

W on xenwica Ha mucc Da3esut. MamH nomornia Muccuc [IeHIIToH HaBecT NOPSIOK Moce
CBa/1IeOHOTO MUPIIECTBA, TIOTOM TMOTHSIIACH K ce0e yIaKkoBaTh BEIIH.

O, AnBuH BOBCe He Ipocuil ee yexarb. OH 000xkai ee. OHM ObLIM POJCTBEHHUKAMH, a KOra
eMy HCIIONHUJIOCh BOCEMb JIET, OHA CTajla eMy Mauexoil. AJIBUH oueHb moout Ixedda u HUKorma
HE 00MKaJl MaJIbuuKa.

Ho mucc Dnzenn obmxkana nx odoux. [To KocklM B3rsiaM HOBO# Xo3stiiku JIoyToH-M3aHop
Mb>a1H oHMMala, Kakue BeTpbl ckopo noayiot. Kpome toro, [Ixeddy HyxHO x)uth Ommxe K JIon-
noHy. CelbCKHMM JOKTOp OYEHb Ha 9TOM HacTauBaJl. A oHa... Eil HyxHBI nepemensl. Eil Hy:XHO
OTBJIEUBCS WU YBJIeubcsl. YeM-HUOyb. YeM yroqHo, uiiib Obl BRIPBAThCA U3 LIENKUX JIall XaHJPbl U
YHBIHUSI, KOTOpbIE JIOJITHE TO/lbl My4UHJIH €€.

XOpolIo 3T0 WX IUIOXO, Tereph UX JoMoM crayio npeamMectse Jlonnona. Ilocne Berpeun
nenu TpelixepH MaavH novyBcTBOBajIa cedst HeMHOTO Jrydie. ['oBopsT, 3Ta 1aMa BecbMa CBeIyIla
B Mpo0iieMax JISTCKOTo 3/10poBbsi. B cBoe BpeMsi ee Ha3bIBaIM BOJIIEOHUIICH C KOHTMHEHTA.
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N3 noma, notsarusasce Ha xony, Beien xedd. Kazanock, Manpuuk poc He MO JHSM, a 10
yacam.

— oGpoe yTpo, Mama, — cKa3aJl OH, TIOIIEeJIOBaB ee B IIeKy. — Thl Xopo1o crasa?

— IlpekpacHo, goporoii, — oTBeTUIa OHa. — [ToxoXke, ¥ Thl OTJIMYHO BBICTIAJICS.

Jlxedpd MITIOXHYICSA HA COCEAHION cKamenKy. OH JNeUCTBUTEIbHO BBIMJISAUT OTIOXHYBIIHMM,
c obneryeHreM otMeTuiIa MammH. OHa Mofo3peBasia, YTO MPUCTYIBI OECCOHHUIBI, KOTOPOU ChIH
cTpajiaJ ¢ AETCTBA, OJOJIEBAIOT €0 J0 CUX MOP, XOTA B CBOU JIBEHAILIATh OH HAYUUJICS CKPBIBATh 3TO.

Knapa, HoBast ropHMYHAs, TOCIIEIIHO PUHECIA 3aBTpaK, U [Ixedd c yrnoBoibCTBUEM 3aHSIICA
uMm. «['ocrmoan, KakuM OH CTAaHOBUTCSI KPACHBBIM», — MOAyMaia MaivH, Tisiasa Ha ceiHa. OH BCero
JIMIIIb Ha TOJIOBY HUKE €e, a Yy Hee JUIs sKeHIIMHbI Beicokuil poct. Ho Ixedd He yHacnenosan ee
CBETJIBIX BOJIOC. M3/IIMH OTBea B3I U HAJIWIIA ChIHY Yalo.

— 41 Benena Dnu3e NpUroTOBUTH MOU JOPOXKHBIE Ty(IU, — CKa3aja OHa. — Thl XO4ellb Mpory-
nAThCSA?

I'naza Ixedda pagocTHO BCIIBIXHYIH.

— Ha, ouenb. $I xouy mocMoTpeTh rocnuTaib B Yesncu, — ckazaja OH, ero I0HOIIECKUI rojoc
copBaJIcs OT BOJTHeHU . — U elie mpoiTichk BAOIb TemM3bl Kak MOXKHO JIaJIbIlie ¥ TIOCMOTPETh Ha O0JTb-
II€ TOPTrOBbIe KOpaOIIH.

MbaanvH ynbpiOHyIach €ro BOOLYIIEBICHUIO.

— Tem3a Bnagaet B Mope, MUJIBIH, — CKa3aja oHa. — Kopabiu ganeko BHU3Y 1Mo TeueHuo. JIoH-
I0H — 60Ol ropoa. Ho Mbl MOeM B3STh Kapery.

Hxedd nokayan roJoBou.

— Torpma ceromHsi TONBKO TOCIUTANb, — CKa3aJl OH. — §] XOuy MOryasTh BOKPYT Hero. Mucrep
®poct roeopur, 4to ero nmocrpou c3p Kpucrodep PeH, kak u codop Cesroro I1apna.

B m1aBHOM JIOHIOHCKOM coOOpe OHM yke MoObBaiu. Ero BenukosnenHsie Hedbl U Mapsinue
MOTOJIKY MPUBENTM MaJIbuuKa B OnaroroBeiiHbiil TpereT. HacraBauk [Ixedda, mucrep ®pocrt, yBie-
KaTeJIbHO paccKasbiBasl YUeHHKY 000 Bcex uynecax Jlonmona. [Ixedd ynuBaics uctopuen u apxu-
TEKTYPOU CTOJULIBI.

M>snnuH fonuia yail U ogHsIach.

— Brixogum yepes nmATHAAIATh MUHYT, — CKa3ajla OHa, HAIPaBJIsisCh K ABepu. — Thl ycneenn ?

O6a TIPUBBIKJIH K J0JITAM TIEIIMM TIPOryJIKaMm 1o gomuaam Mopkimmpa. dxckypeus B Yency He
CyJIMJIa HUYETo CJIOKHOTO U HeoObryHoro. [loroga crosina ormenHas. JJoOpbix J1Ba 4aca OHM Hachia-
KJATMCh TIef3a)KaMy, TIOTOM IO 00paTHO 1o YelH-yok, o0ysch TemM30i U BHICTPOUBIIUMUCS
BJI0JIb HEE TIPEKPACHBIMU JIOMaMHU.

— IMocmoTtpu, mama, — ckazain xedd, korna onu nogonutu k Okau-ctpurt. — [locMoTpu Ha 9TH
KOBaHble BopoTa. Mucrtep ®poct roBopur, uto goma B Uesicu 3HaMEHUTHI CBOMM KOBaHbIM JKEJIE30M.
MBbI MOXeM KynuTbh A0M 31ech? 51 Obl KaXAbli IeHb BUIET PEKY.

MbuivH paccmesiach.

— Mm1 yxe kynunu gom, [Ixedd, — orBeTnna oHa. — Bo BCsKOM citydae, 3aKTI0UMIA JOTOBOP.
U 181 Oygenib BUAETh PEKy U3 CBOEH KOMHATHI.

— IlpaBna?

— Mory nokazars Tede ero cerofgHs1, — npeioxmia Mammus. — S xouy orisiieTbest 1 moayMarthb
O LIBETE CTEH U 3aHaBECKaXx.

— Her, mama, cniacu6o, — cmoprui Hoc Jxedd.

Mp>aMH CHUCXOMTENBHO YIIBIOHYIACh:

— OmMYHO, TOr/Ia S MOKPaITy TBOI KOMHATY B KPAaCHO-KOPUYHEBHIH 1BeT. Vi B 1IBET THIKBHI.
[Topa obenars. Kak mbl moiigem pomoii? Cmotpu, Briepean bodopr-crpur. OHa npuBener Hac K
Kunrc-poyn. 1o Oynet npusTHas IporyJkKa.

— Iycts Oyner Tak, — nodpoaymHo cornacuics Ixedd. — Ho moroporucek, mama. 51 yxe npo-
roJIofiascs.
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Pyka 00 pyky oHM monum oOparHo, nmapy pa3 3aJep:KaBIIMCh Y BUTPUH MarasvHOB M JOOY-
SICh IOMaMH, KOTOpbIe TpUBJIeKIM BHUMaHue [[xedda. OHM yKe MPOIUTM MOJIOBUHY YJIHIIBI, KOTAA
MpaavH MoYyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO HACTPOSHUE ChIHA M3MEHMIIOCh. PyKa MaibunKa BBICKOJI3HY/IA U3 e
JafoHu, OONTOBHS CTHUXJa, miar 3amemmwics. Bapyr xedd ocraHoBuIiCS Ha TpoTyape, Ha JIUIE
3aCTBIJIO YIIPSIMOE BbIpaskeHHe. M3UTMH MOBEPHYJIACh K ChIHY:

— Yro ciayumiock dxedd?

— 4 xouy... Xouy Ha3aja, Mama.

MbaanvH 3Tu npu3Haky ObuTM 3HaKoMbl. Haymsurasicst npucrym. ['ocrionu, TOJMBKO He cefuac.

— Ixedpd, HaM HyKHO AOMOM, — yroBapuBasia oHa. — [lorigeM. Mbl neperopoauu TpoTyap.

— 41 He xouy uaTH! — KPUKHYJ MaJIbYMK. — X04y Ha3aj.

— Kyna Hazan? — B ee rosoce cCKBO3WJI0 pa3apaxkeHue.

Kakoii-To npoxoskuil XMypo OIVISIHYJICSI Ha HUX Yepe3 IUIeYO.

— YepTOBBI TYPUCTBI, — TPOBOPYAT OH CKBO3b 3yOHI.

Jlxedpd HEBUIAIUM B3IJISIZIOM CMOTpeT Briepel. M3UIMH MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK CTPaxX CKOBAJ
MaJTbuMKa.

— Hazan. .. Hazaa Ha YeliH-yok, — 3axHbIKa OH. — Hazaz k peke.

— xedd, Mublii, TO HEPA3yMHO.

— Kak xouerirp, — MaJbuiK CTUCHYJI YEJTIOCTH, €T0 JIUIO MOMPAYHENIO, — HO 1 JaJIbIIIe He TOMY.

— TeGe He HpaButcs Bodopr-cTput? — pasapaxkeHHo crnipocuiaa MammH. — Torga Kak Thi
XOYellb UATH?

— Otkyna s 3Ha0? — 3aapixasich, otBeTi1 xedd. — Tompko He ciona. Ho s He 3Ha10 apyroi
noporu. [oxaiyiicta, Mama.

Mautbuuk ycTaBuiIcs Ha CBou O0TUHKH. Ero Ouiia Ipoxkb, pyKU CKAJUCh B KYJIaKH, KOCTSIIKA
NaJIbLIEB MOOEIeNH.

MbaavH 3Hana, 4Tto, ecii OyIeT CIIOPUTh C CBIHOM, CTaHET TOJIBKO Xyske. OJJHaKIbl, B TOCTIE/I-
Hu# ron ku3Hu B Utanuu, [Ixedd oTkazancs momHSIThCs HA mapom, ciepoBasimil 1o Ilanepmo.
Mautpuuky ObLJIO TOTIa CeMb JieT. BlienmuBIIMCh B Mepuiia Tpara, OH MUHYT JECATh BBIKPUKUBAT UTO-
TO OECCBSI3HOE, CJIe3bl IPAJIOM KaTHIIUCH T10 €T0 JIUYKKY. Y M3IIMH He XBaTUIJIO OTBard HU OTTAIIUTh
CbIHA MTPOYb, HU BTOJIKHYTh €TI0 HA MapOM.

He B nepBbIii pa3 oHa canachk nepes «IpUCTYIIOM FHeBa», KaK Ha3bIBaJI MPHIIAIKA MATbUMKA
Beccerr. Teneps, orsiapiBasich Ha3al, MUIMH AyMania, 4yTo, BO3MOXHO, coBepinia ommoOKy. Ee
MyX B 9TOM He coMHeBasics. [lapom ymen 6e3 Hux. Beio mopory go moma [Ixedd BexmumbiBa,
CKaBIIIMCh B KOMOK Ha IOJTy KapeThl U 3aTKHYB YIIIU PyKaMHU.

Beccert, koHe4yHO, mpwuien B spocTb. Ha 3TOT pa3 oH HacTosul, 4ytoObl MamimuH Hakazaia
Ixedpda. MHave oH caenaer 3To cam, nmpurpo3ui Myx. Ckpens cepaie M3inH oTxJiectana chiHa
MIPYTOM MO MKpaM. ITO ObUIO OTHO M3 CAMBIX OTBPATUTEJIbHBIX IEPEKMBAaHMIA B ee Ku3HU. Hakazanue
HE MPUHECIIO HY KaIUM MoJb3bl. bose3sneHnoe cocrostnue u cynoporu xedda ToIbKO YCHITHIHCH.

— Tak kyna? — Marko cripocuia oHa. — OOpaTHO, OTKYAA MbI TIPUTILIH?

Jxedd Momua KMBHYI, BCe ellle He MOAHMMAs Ha Hee Iia3. MIIIMH B3sj1a ChlHA 32 PYKY U
noBesia Haza]. OHa OyKBaJIbHO TallliIa MaJIbuMKa 3a co0oit. OT pay’,KHOTO HACTPOEHUS He OCTAJIOCh
U ciena. MammH Obula paccepkeHa U BcTpeBokeHa. Eil He HpaBUIOCh BUIETh ChIHA UCITYTaHHBIM U
Hepa3yMHbIM.

Ona, ogdaiprBasi, cxana ero pyky, Ho xedd He oTBeTvi. M3UIMH 3aKycuia ryobl, YTOOBI
HE pacIulakaTbhCs, ¥ YCKOPUJIA IIIar.

«['ep6 Yonema», crapplil TpakTUP, HOCTPOSHHBIN U3 KaMHsI LIBETA JOKIMBOTO YTpa, MPUMO-

cruiicst Ha camoM Oepery Tem3sbl. B Te ciaBHbIe 1HU, KOrjga peka Oblia I1aBHOM aprepreit JIonmoHa,
TPAKTUP CTAJ U3TIOOIEHHBIM MECTOM JIOAOYHUKOB M MAapHEH ¢ MeHee JIOCTOMHOM peryTanueit. Termepb
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OH TPEBPATHIICS B 3ayPSIHYIO CEJIbCKYIO TaBEpPHY. 3/1eCh COOMPAITUCH TOProOBIbI M (hepMepsl, a He
KOHTPaOAHIUCTHI U pa30OMHUKH C OOJBIION JOPOTH.

Meppuk MakjaxjiaH 0ObIYHO BCTpEYasCs B 9TOM TPAKTHpE C KaMEHIIMKaMH, TUIOTHUKAMH,
CJIOBOM, C TeMH, KOTO HE BCeraa yIoOHO MPUHSTH B JIOHAOHCKOM oduce. A Korjaa JIejo Kacajaoch
ero JmoOuMbIX 00beKTOB Bpone Yonem-I'puH, Meppuk He HaHMMaJ J1axe MPOCTOro 3eMJIeKOora, He
MOrOBOPUB C HUM 3a IMHTOH NopTepa UM CTAKAHYMKOM BUCKH.

OH cTrpeMusIcsl KOHTPOJIMPOBATh KaXAbIi TAll CTPOUTEbCTBA, OT MEPBOM JIONAThl BBIHYTON
3eMJIA JJO BO3BE/ICHUsI KPHIIIH, U HE OTJaBajl B MOAPS HUKAKYI0 padoOTy, €CId STOr0 MOXKHO OBLIO
n30exarhb. [laxke MpoOM3BOACTBO KMPITHYA TTOMNAJIO B TIOJIE €r0 3peHUsI.

Ho BeprimmHa Beex ero 3a00T — apeH/ia v TIOKYIKa 3eMJIM, Ha KOTOPOid OH OyeT cTpouTs. J1oou-
BasICh CBOEH 1€/, MeppuK MOWII U Yromiaia 00eI0M UHBECTOPOB U OAHKHUPOB C TPEX KOHTUHEHTOB.
W nopoii SIKIascs ¢ apucToKpaTreid, €y 3TOro HEeBO3MOXKHO ObLIIO M30eKaTh.

Cnaga Oory, 310 CciTydasnoch kpaiiHe penko. OH He Bpalnaics B CBETCKUX caioHax. Benmkocser-
CKHe JaMbl, Ka3aJI0Ch, 00siCh, yTo Meppuk MakjiaxJjiaH MOXET IMPHUHECTH Ha carorax rpssb Wid —
O0’Ke CoXpaHH! — 3amax TsHKeJIO MOTPYAUBIIETOCs: YeI0BeKa.

B npoxsagHom nomympaxe 6apa Bpemsi TSHYJI0Ch MeuieHHo. OTKUHYBIIKCH B Kpecie, Meppuk
HETepIeIMBO OapaOaHWI MajbllaMK IO BhIIEpOIeHHOMY cTtony. OH yKe IBaXIbl OTMaxXHYJCS OT
ycayr opunantku. ['ie YunByna yeptu HocsiT? Meppuk HeHaBUAENT BCSIKYIO O€30TBETCTBEHHOCTb
Y CUMTAJI OTIO3JaHUE XyAIINM ee MposiBieHreM. OH BO3MYTUJICA, HO TYT Xke OflepHYyJ ceOsi. YUHBYA
HUKOTJa He Ola3/blBaeT.

Bo aBop Bbrexan skunax. IHogaasmmcs, Meppuk yBuIen B OKHO, KaK YHUHBY/, BBIITPBITHYJI U3
MApHOM JABYKOJIKM, OPOCHIJI MOHETY Ky4epy U IMOIIes K JBEpH.

— Tor ono3nat, — ckazan Meppuk, Korja ero Ipyr cef 3a cTojl. — TeGe HUKOTIa He TOBOPUJIH,
YTO BpeMsl — IeHbIu?

— IIpoctu, noxanyiicra. Byab apyrom, 3akaxu OyThUIKY OpeHIH.

Meppuky nokaszanoch, 4to rpa HEMHOTO HE30POB.

— o atoro eme gayeko. — Ho noyno3sas oduimantky, Meppuk ciesnai 3akas. — Thl B opsiake?

OH 3aMeTw1, YTO KaJblKk YUHBYJA CYJOPOKHO JIEPHYJICS.

— B orHocutenbHOM. f cTanm cBuaereneM HecuacTHOro ciydasi okosio [peitron-I'apaenc.
Kaxkoii-To 6e3ymelr Ha (pasToHe repeexan Hy JeBYKYy. OHa NbITanach MEpPEenTH yIIHUILy.

— Bboxe munoctussiii! U 4to Thi cienan?

Jlopn YunBya BcmarpuBaiics B OTYMpPaK KOMHATHI.

— 41 BBICKOUYMJT ¥ TIOTIBITAJICS TTOMOYb, — TUXO CKa3aJl OH, — HO ObUIO yke mo3aHo. Ceeroe
roy0oe miarhe. .. KpoBb... BCE TO ykacHo. KuHre-poyn npsimast kak crpena, Meppuk! Kak MoxHO
OBITH TAKUM JIETKOMBICJICHHBIM ?

— Mory 1e6e 00BSICHITD, — CKpUIHYI 3ybamu Meppuk. — OuepetHoi 3HaTHbINA Kyuep u3 Meii-
(apa BeIEX AT pa3BiIeUbCS.

YUHBY/I, NeperHyBIIXCh YEPE3 CTOJI, MPUCTATILHO ITOCMOTPE Ha JIpyra.

— Tenepsb T MOHMMAeIb, Meppuk, MoyeMy 5 Tak 3a004ych O neTsax? JIOHTOH CTaHOBHUTCS
CJIMILIKOM OIIACHBIM.

— CornaceH. — [Ipuneciu Openny, 1 MeppuK, HallOTHUB OOKaJTBI, TIOIBUHY/T OAWH YHUHBYIY: —
Beineii. 1o yCrIOKOUT HEPBHI.

YuHBYy[ 104110 MOITYaI.

— 41 xo4y, 9TOOBI THI MOCTPOWJI HAM OOJIBINION J0M, MeppHK, — HAaKOHEII cKa3alsl OH. — BrICTpo
noctpou. [lom, rae netu MOoryT BUAETh AEPEBbs U HE MOMaAyT MOJ MOYTOBYIO KapeTy. Mecrto, rie
BuBw Ob1J10 OBI CIOKOIHO.

— TBos JKeHa ycTajia OT CBOel Kapbephbl?

VYUHBYJ KpUBO YCMEXHYJICH:
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— Her, yectHO roBOpsi, OHa ycTana oT OEpeMEHHOCTH, XOTsI OIIepHbIE JIela TOXKE BBIBOISAT €€
u3 ceosl.

Meppuk OKpyIni riasa.

— INozapasnsio, apyxuiie!

— MBI, KOHEYHO, BOJIHYEMCS, — IIPOJOJIKAI YUHBYA. — YTPEHHsAA TOLIHOTA Y HEe MOYTH IIPO-
nuia. Ho ato eauHcTBeHHas pajgocts. Benyee corpaHo Ha MpOILION HeAese 3aKaTuila UCTEPUKY U
BepHy/1ach B Muiad. Y nyOrepiny rojlocok Kak y MaJeHbKOH JIeBOUKH-XOpucTku. VI BuBu GouTes,
YTO Ternepb €l caMoy IPUAETCs MEeTh IaBHYI0 napTHio. IMeHHO 3Toro xo4er cuHbop beproxumu.

— Ax, bepronuu! — ckazan Meppuk. — MHe HpaBUTCS TBOM HOBBIM TeCTb, YUHBYA. B Hem
MOOE3HOCTh COUETAeTCsl ¢ OECTIONIAHOCTHIO.

— MHe ToXe OH HpaBUTCs, — OTBETHI YUHBYA. — Ho mpoGiiemMa yacTUYHO 3aKJTI0YAETCS U B HEM.

— Ja? Kakum o6pazom?

— EMy HYXHO IIPOCTPAHCTBO, — OTBETWJI YUHBY/. — My3bIKaJIbHbIE KOMHATHI U TOCTUHBIE. POp-
TEMUaHo, U He ofiHO! MeppHK, 3TOT YeJoBeK HAOWJI MOI0 KypHUTEJIbHYI0 KOMHATY BUOJIOHYESMH U
aJIbTAMH, a B KJIAJIOBOM CTOMT CTapblid KJIABECHH. XYKe TOro, KJIacCHasi KOMHaTa OYKBaJIbHO TPEIUT
IO IIBaM. ..

— Kinacchas komHata? — niepeOuit ero Meppuk. — He 3Hai, 4To OHa y TeOs eCTb.

— Panbine 310 OblTa MOsI OWITbsIpAHAS, — XMYpPO TIpu3Haics YuHByd. — VI MHE Obl XOTesnoch,
YTOOBI OHA CHOBA €10 CTajia, XOTh KOT/1a-HUOY/Ib.

— 3abymap 00 3ToM, crapuHa. Takas ke Oea MPUKITIOUNIACh ¢ AJIACIIPOM.

VYuHByga 310 HE yTEemuno.

— Mawma, ['enpu 1 Most cectpa Dnmc ¢ TpeMs IETbMU IPUEXaIN Ha CBETCKUIl CE30H, — MPOIOJI-
’aJl OH. — DJKC MPOCTO OrpOMHAasi, TOBOPSIT, Ha ITOT pa3 y Hee Oim3Herbl. MeppuK, s B OTYASHUM
U Y>KaCHO TOPOIUIIOCh. Thl HE MOKEIb MPOCTO CIOMAaTh CTEHY M COEAUHUTH ABa COCEIHUX J0Ma Yy
peku? 51 oba Kyrumo.

— Henunoxoe perenue, — ckazan Meppuk. — [oiinem nocmorpum. Thl, oxoxe, MOTEpsiI arie-
TUT.

— A 1H?

— V MeHs ero HUKOra He ObLI0, — mpu3Hasicss Meppuk. — 51 HUKOrjga He eM JHeM.

— Anaczidp TOBOPUT, YTO Thl BOBCE HE €Illb, €CJIM MOXEIb 1M000e1aTh Y Hero, — yJIbIOHYIICS
Yunsya. — Ho teneps ¢ aTum Oyaet TpyaHo, Bellb HOBOOpauHble oTrpaBmiiuch B LloTnanauio.

— 41 HakoHe1| mocTpow cebe JIoM, — HaroMHWI eMy Meppuk. — M y MeHs ecTb CITyTH.

— Twl mocTpous JOM 1 HAOWJI €ro CBOUMU paOOTHUKAMU, — TIOTIPABUI YUHBY/. — A 9TO HEUTO
apyroe. Y Te0st Jaxe HeT CTOJIOBOM, HACKOJIBKO SI BUZIEI.

— Moum uepTe:xHUKaM M KOHCTPYKTOpPaM HYKHO MeCTO, — olpaB/biBajicss Meppuk. — 51 mory
MOECTh U B cBoeM KabuHeTe. Tak Thl OMIEHTh CMOTPETh STU YEPTOBBI IOMa U HET?

YuHBY[ 3aMOT4aJ1, U OHU BBILILIN.

[porynka BIOMb peku OblTa HEJOJITOM, JIETKUIA BeTepok ¢ Tem3bl mposicHni MeppHKy roJioBy.
ConHIle pUrpeBaio He 1Mo Ce30HY kKapKo, U 00a JKeHTIbMeHa ObLTA BHIHYK/ICHBI PACITyCTUTh TaJl-
cTyku. Bckope oM 100paivch 10 CTPOUTENbHOM TUIOMIAAKH, TE MECTePO B3MOKIIIUX MYKUYMH PhLIA
nozBajl. PAaom Tpoe KaMeHIIMKOB CKPETUISIM pacTBOPOM (DyHIAMEHT BTOPOTO A0Ma, MJIOTHUKH BO3-
BOJWJIM KapKac TPEThero. 3a HUMU BUIHEJIOCH ellle AECATh JJOMOB, OJM3KHUX K 3aBEPILIEHUIO.

— Boxe mpaBblil! — BOCKJIMKHYJI, OIJIsABIBAasACh, YUHBYH. — Bce 310 moxoxke Ha (abpuky 0e3
creH. TONBKO THI BBIITYCKaelllb IOMa, a HE YyJIKH.

— MimenHo Tak, — otBeTHI Meppuk. — B 9TOM 1 3aKk/TI09aeTcst S)KOHOMUS UK, BepHEe, IPUObLTb.
ThI xestaenib yrjaoBou aom?

— Ha, s1 OB mpeanoyesn ero.

— Cawmplii BepXxHUH YXe MpojiaH, — ckazall Meppuk. — Po3eHOepr Ha MpOIILION Heiesne OTocal
oymaru. Tebe mpueTcst MoJOKAaTh, KOT/Ia 3aKOHYAT Te /IBA Y TIOAHOKUS XOJIMA.
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V rpada BBITSAHYJIOCH JIMLIO.

— IlpoknsaTue! BepxHuil JOM OYEHb XOPOILIL.

— Tam Betep ¢ peku, — npeaynpenun Meppuk. — Tak 4to ero gopoxe Oyaer otornutb. Kpome
TOro, B0Ba 13 MopKIIMpa yske 3aKIOUYNIa J0TOBOP.

— JoroBop erie He MPaBO HA COOCTBEHHOCTb, — MOAMUTHYN YuHBY.. — [lociymaii, Meppuk,
MBI cTapsble 1py3bs. OTOIJIeHuEe MEHsI HE OCTaHABJIMBAET.

— Tel roBOpUIIIb KaK aHIIMYAHVH !

— Thl make He 3HACIb ATY KEHIIUHY. UTO0, eciu s 3aruiauy LieHy, KoTopasi nepedbeT KOHTPAKT?

— Moe ¢/10BO 3aKOH, — XOJIOOHO OTBETWI Meppuk. — BoiOupaii npyroii jom. Mm Bo3Bpaiancst
B benrpeiiBuio 1 Kynu oiHO U3 YyIoBUINHBIX co3nanuii Toma Kelodurra. S He 0OnKych.

— Tw npaB, — n300pa3mi cMymieHrne YuHByd. — [IpocTo st oueHb X0uy MOpajoBaTh KeHy. ITH
JoMa BHU3Y 3aMevaresibHble. Ho oHM cTosAT HeMHOro HepoBHO. OJJMH YyTh BbILIE, pa3Be HE TaK?

— Ha, v s 3TIM BOCTIONB3YI0Ch. Ecu 00beIMHUTD JIECTHUYHBIM MIEPEX00oM OOIIe KOMHATH,
TaMm OyZieT JBOMHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO, a JIMYHBIE TOKOU HABEPXY COXPAHAT yequHeHue. S1 Mory pazme-
CTUTbh MY3bIKaJIbHbIE KOMHAThl M TOCTHHBIE BeproHiy Ha OIHOW CTOPOHE, a KJIaCCHble KOMHATHI U
JETCKUe — Ha ipyroi. 1 naxe ycTpouTh 1B€ CTOJIOBBIE, ECJIU MOKETACIIIb.

— 3BYYHT 3aMaHUMBO. — YUHBY/ NIOTEp MOAOOPOAOK. — A Kakue OyayT uHTepbepbl? f1 momkeH
nath BuBM NONHBIA OTYeT.

— 4 mory mokasatp TeGe oM Ha BepXy XoJima. — MeppuyK BHITALIWI U3 KapMaHa CBSI3KY KJIIO-
yeil. — TBou uHTEpLEPHI, pazymeeTcsi, OyayT CIIPOSKTUPOBAHBI, YUUTHIBAs MOTpeOHOCTH ceMbH. Ho
CTOJISIPKA, OT/EJNKA, TIOJbI U TIOTOJIKK Oy/IyT TaKue e, €CIIU Thl He 3aKaXellb APYroro.

Pabounx nodnmuzocty He Ob110. YUHBY M MeppuK HETOPOIUTMBO MOAHUMAIUCH Ha XoiM. [lym
CTPOMKH TOCTENEHHO cThxajl. Korga oHM mofonum K KpbUlbLly CTOSIIErO Ha XoiMe Aoma, Meppuk
YCJIBIIIAJ JOHOCSIINECS U3HYTPU yIaphl.

VYuHByn HacMenUIMBO B3IVIsAHYJ HA Meppuka:

— TaMm K10-TO €ecTb.

— Yept BO3bMH, HUKOTO TaM He JOJDKHO ObITh! Buepa Bce mokpacuim B EpBBIN pa3, U Kpacka
OylieT CyTKH COXHYTb.

Cryk He ctuxasn. MeppuK NOBEpHYJ K04 B 3aMKe U Boiesn. ColHIe JIMIOCh CKBO3b 00JTb-
111e 3arepThle OKHA, HarpeBast BO3/1yX, IPOMUTaHHBI HEBBIHOCUMBIM 3al1axOM Kpacku. BaBoem oHu
TOLUIY Ha I1yM, IOHOCUBIIMICS U3 TOCTUHOM, U 3alJISIHY/IM B IPUOTKPBITYIO 1BEpb. Bricokasi, cTpoil-
Hasl KeHIIMHA ¢ OeJOKYphIMU BOJIOCAMH, CTOSl K HUM CIMHOM, OMJIa JIAIOHBIO 10 pame, IMBITasCh
OTKPBITh OKHO.

— WI3BuHU, — HaTAHYTO cKasasl Meppuk YunByny. — HaBepHoe, mokynarteasHALA.

— $1 nonHUMYCh HaBepX, — CKa3aJl YUHBYJ, HaIllpaBJsisCh K JIECTHULE, — XOUy MOCMOTPETH
ClaJIbHU.

— Yept BO3bMU! — IOHECIIOCH U3 TOCTUHOW.

Meppuk Bo1Ien B KOMHATYy.

— Panu Gora, mpekparute cTy4arh MO OKHY !

ITpoH3UTENBHO BCKPUKHYB, )KEHILHA TPUXKaja pyKy K IpyIu.

— O rocniomu! Y MeHs 4yTh cepaiie He 000pBaoCh.

— D710 ObLT OBl MeHee OOJIE3HEHHBIN KOHEIl, YeM CMEPTh OT MOTEPH KPOBH.

— IIpocture?

JKenmmHa oTBepHy/ach OT OKHA. [ 715 Ha mMycThle OaHKM W3-TIOJ KPAaCKHU, OHA OTOABHUHYJIA
OIHy HOCKOM Ty(i. Meppuk yBUAEN JMILIO HEXJAHHOW MOCETUTEIBbHUILIBL, U Y HETO MEepeXBaTUIIO
JbIXaHUE.

— Kpacka cknenna pamsl, — C TpyAOM BHITOBOPHUI OH. — VX HyXHO OyzneT nogpesats, MaM. Ecin
BbI OyJieTe CTyuarh 10 OKOHHOMY TeperyyieTy, MOXKeTe CUIIbHO MTOPAHUThCS.
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— IIpaBna? — Ee 6poBU BHICOKOMEPHO MOJHSUTUCH, ¥ OHA CHOBA TIOCMOTpEJIa MUMO HEro OTCyT-
CTBYIOILIUM B3IVISIAOM.

Bo3smyx 3actpsin y Hero B sierkux. boxe musoctubiii! Het. Het, 3T0r0 HE MOXET ObITh.

Mbiciin Mepprika ObUTH XOJIOAHBI KaK MpaMop M He OyIviIvd B HEeM HUKAKUX YyBCTB. JJOMKHO
ObITh, OH omuOCs. BueparHss cBaap0a, moe3aka B IIEPKOBb — BCE 3TO PACCTPOMIIO €T0 YM.

— YT0 XK, 5 3aIIOMHIO Balll OJIECTSAIMIA COBET, — HAKOHEIl CKa3aa OHa. — DTy KOMHATY HY:KHO
OOMTB KEJITBIM IIIeJIKOM, a He KpacuTh. — OHa TIOPHIBUCTO OOBeJla KOMHATY pyKou. — Mory s Haje-
SITBCS, UTO Bbl U3 T€X, KTO MOKET 3TO OPraHU30BaTh?

— Jla. — MeppuK 1ardyJ u3 TeHUA Ha CBeT. — S Biajesner 3Toro JoMa.

— 310 ommoOKa. — ['010C KEHIMHBI 3By4Yall CIIOKOMHO M YBEPEHHO. — f 3aK/iouniIa KOHTPAKT
Ha MOKYIIKY J0Ma B IPOILIYIO CPeAy.

— C Moumu 1opuctamu, — nosiciu Meppuk.

Tocriou, onpenesieHHo. . . orpeeIeHHO OH olOcs. BriepBbie 3a MHOTO JieT Meppuk pa3HepB-
HUYAJICS U JIMIIWICS NPUCYTCTBUS yXa.

— D-3... Takue Jena 5 nopyyvaio ¢pupme mucrepa Posendepra, — ¢ TpyIoM MpPOAOIKII OH. —
[TocmoTpuTe BHMMaTENBbHO 10roBOp. Bhl yBUaMTE, UTO oM Npopaetr «Makrperop u K°».

JKeH1yHa noBepHyJIach M HAKOHEL B3IVISIHYJIA €My MPSIMO B JIMLO. BricOkOMeprie MTHOBEHHO
MCYE3JI0, CMEHMBIIMCh YKaCOM JIypHOTIO IpequyBCcTBUs. Bo3HMKIIA 10/ras HeJIoBKas naysa.

— W BblL... BB Muctep Makrperop? — efjBa Jplllia, CIIpOCHJIa OHA.

370 He CIyYaiHbII BOITPOC. B royioce keHIIUHBI IBHO CIIBIIIIAIMCH MOJTbOA U XKeJlaHue n30eKaTh
HemuHyemoro. Ee 3eseHble m1a3a CKOJIb3HY/M 10 HIpamy, epecekasiieMy ero juno. OHa coMHeBa-
nace. Ho, Buaut 6or, y Meppruka COMHEHHIA He OBLIO.

— Bpl... Baille JIMIIO0 MHE Ka)eTcsl 3HaKOMbIM. — Ee ronoc yxe siBHO nposxkai. — S nenu beccerr.
Ckaxure, Mbl... Mbl BCTPEYAJINUCH?

Tlocriopu momunyi! Berpewanucs?! TomHoTa noakatiia y Hero K ropiay. Ha Oy BeicTymmia
ucnaprvHa. Meppuk OTKpbUI pOT, HE 3Hasl, YTO CKa3aTh. YUHBY/ KaK pa3 CIyCKascs IO JIECTHULIE.

— Bocewms crianien! — T'onoc rpacga Xom oTaaBajcs B IMyCTOM JoMe. — A B IByX Oy/eT IecTHa-
A1aTh, 51 paB? — OH BoLIE B KOMHATY U pe3KO OCTaHOBUJICS. — [Ipolity M3BUHUTB. — YUHBY/ OKUHYII
B3IJISIIOM KEHIIMHY: — Most HoBasi coceika, Kak s moHumaio? Ymorsiio, Meppuk, nnpeictaBb MeHsI ei.

Meppuk 1o4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO €0 CKOBAJIO OLICTIEHEHUE.

— Ma-na, koHeuHo. — OH jkecToM yKazai Ha apyra. — [lo3BosbTe peacTaBuTh Bam, MaM, rpaga
YunByna. YUHByJ, 3T0... 3T0... — Pyka Meppuka OeccriibHO yrnana. — 1o MammH, Kyus. 3to...
MOSI JKEHa.

JKeH1yHa u3/1a1a CTpaHHbIN CaBJIEHHbIN 3BYK. KpoBb OTXJIbIHYIIA OT ee jmua. B cienom orya-
SIHHOM >KECTE MCKajla OHa OIOpbl, HO XBaTajla PyKOM TOJIbKO BO3yX. KojeHu y Hee mogoruynuce, u
oHa pyxHyJsa 6e3 uyBcTB. Lllesk ruiaThst pa3nuiics Mo Moy TEMHO-3EIEHbIM O3€PILIOM.

— l'ocrionu Uncyce! — npomenTan Yunpya. Bera Ha KojieHH, OH XJI0Mall KEHIIMHY 110 LIEKe. —
M>swm! Yto ¢ Bamu, mam? Bol B nopsijike?

— Her, ona He B nopsiake, — cypoBo cka3asn Meppuk. — OHa He MOXET JblIlaTh. 3/1€Ch AYIIHO.
Hagepnoe, eii cienasnock 1ypHo OT 3arnaxa kpacku. Otoinu. Hamo nath el BO3ayxy.

Meppuk noaHsi1 MaiiiH Ha pyKH, CIIOBHO OHa Oblila HeBeCOMOM. Heckombko OOMBIINX 11aros,
Y OHM OKa3aJIMCh Ha YJIUILE, MO JTy4aMH OCJIEIMTENIbHOTO COHIIA.

— Tlonoxu ee Ha TpaBKy! — mocoBeroBan YunBya. — boxe moii, Meppuk! TBos xeHa?
aymad... gymai, oHa ymepna! Mmm yexana B Uaguio! Mnm uto-uubyns nogodHoe !

— Hymaio, B Pum, — orBetrs1 Meppuk. — Oka3biBaeTcsi, OHa BEPHYJIACh.

OH MsArKo omycTrsT MaiiH Ha KypTUHY MOJIOZION TPaBbl. Y HEro cepiie roToBO ObLIO BBICKO-
YUTh U3 Ipyad. Borpockl mxopaoyHO MPOHOCUINCH B yM€. YUHBY/ OTYAsIHHO MbITAJICS MpPUBE-
CTH KCHIIMHY B 4YyBCTBO. MeppuK, He BCTaBasl C KOJIEH, OHOM PyKOW yriepcsi B OeJpo U, CIOBHO B
MOJIUTBE, YPOHWJI TOJIOBY Ha JAPYIYIO.
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Ho Tenepp He 0 yeM MOJIUTBCA.

B cBoe Bpemsi on Mo Bora o Tom, uyToObI O0JbIIIe HUKOTIA He BCTpedaThest ¢ Mo, Ho
['ocrionp oTKa3an eMy B 9ToM MUJIOCTA. MeppHK CTUCHYII MAJTbLIAMH NTEPEHOCHUITY, CJIOBHO OOJTh MOTJIa
OTOrHaTh BOCIIOMHUHAHMUS.

M>U1MH IPUNOJHSAIACH HA JIOKTSIX.

— Hy u ny! — 6opmoran Yunsya. — [Ipoctute, mam. He xoten Bac myrath. Kak s moHumaro, Bbl
JaBHO He Bujenu Meppuka? DTo 10K, 51 yBepeH. [la-1a HacTOSIIU MIOK.

— 3arkHuck, Kyu, — ckazan Meppuk.

— Jla, koHeuHo, — cormacuics rpad. — S cioBa He ckaxy. Bam 1BoMM ecTh O 4YeM MOTOBOPUTb.
Mse... MHe, HaBepHoe, Jty4iue yiutu? mm ocrareca? Her, s nonsn! HaBepHoe, Muccuc Makiaxian
XOUeT, YTOOBI 51 IOUCKaJl OpeHu?

Jlama B OTBET Ha 3TO CHABJIEHHO BCKPUKHYJIA U TPHKajia PyKy Ko JIOy.

— Ja 3arkHuch xe, Kyun! — nosropun Meppuk.

— a-na, — OKpyIJIWI I71a3a YUHBY/I.

M>u1uH nibiTanach BCTaTh Ha HOTHU. Ee rycTeie cBeTIble BOJIOCH PACCHINTAINCH IO TIEYaM.

— JlaiiTe MHe TIOMHATHCS, — HacTauBasia oHa. — Oroiaure, paau oora!

— 51 GbI He coBETOBAJ BaM BCTaBaTh, — MPEAYNPEAUT YUHBY. — Y BAC roJloBa 3aKpyKUTCS.

Ho 3enenslie rmaza ManmH cMoTpesu ToJbKO Ha MeppHKa 1 ropesii THEBOM.

— 41 He 3Hal0, 4TO 3TO 3a LIYTKHU, — MPOIIUIIEIa OHA, — HO BBI... BBl MHE HE MYK.

— Ceitvyac He Bpems1 00cykaarh 310, MaminH, — npoBopyai Meppuk. — I103BoJb IpeAIoKUTh
MOIO KapeTy U JI0CTaBUTb TeOsI JOMOIA.

Ho MbapnuH yxe otnpsHyJia, ee Mo UCKa3uila MacKa yxkaca.

— Her, — BoinaBuia ona. — Hu B koem ciydae. Bel. .. Bbl Oe3ymMHbL. U skecToku. OueHb KECTOKH.
Brl Bcerna Takum ObUTM. MHE JOBENIOCH 9TO UCIIBITATh, BBl K€ 3HaeTe. A Temepb Mpouyb OT MeHs!
[Tpous! Cnpimre?

370 OBLJIO IOYTH PABHOCWIILHO MPU3HAHMIO, YTO OHA 3HaKoMma ¢ Meppukom. [loBepHyBIIHCH,
JKEHILMHA Ha HETBEP/IbIX HOrax IOIUIA TI0 TPOIIMHKE.

JIKEeHTIIbMEHbI Ha TOYTUTEILHOM PACCTOSIHUM CIIEJOBAJIM 32 HEH, TOJMBKO YTOOBI YOeIUThCs,
YTO OHA B COCTOSIHUM MATU. Meppuk Oolbllie He YyBCTBOBAT cedsi MKeHTIbMeHoM. OH 4yBCTBO-
BaJI ceOsl. .. BBITIOTPOIIEHHBIM. BBIMOTpOIIEHHON phIOOi, KOTOPYIO OPOCHIIM Ha TOPSTIYI0 CKOBOPOJLY.
TosIbKO BMECTO OTHSI €r0 XKIJ1a OellleHast HeHABHCTD €T0 JKEHBI.

Jlopa YunByn cMmoTtpen eil Beies, NPUKPBIB J1aJOHbIO [J1a3a OT sIPKOTo COJHIIA.

— 3Haelrib, He TyMaio, 4T0 OHa TeOs JIIOUT, CTaprHA, — CKa3aJl OH, Korja 100K MaITuH, MeJTbK-
HYB, UCUE3JIU 32 YIJIOM.

— W 310 00BsICHSIET €€ TPUHAALATUIIETHEE OTCYTCTBUE, HE TaK JIM? — yIPIOMO cKa3asl MeppuK.

— bonee-menee, — cornacuiics ero apyr. — Hangeiocs, Tbl He cTaHelb UCKaTh IPUMUPEHU ?

— 3arkHuck, KyuH, — B ouepeiHoi pa3 ckazaj Meppuk.

VYuHBYyH, Ka3a10Ch, HE TOJIBKO He 0OOMENICS, OH Jake He CITyIIall.

— Ckaxu, MeppuK, y TeOs1 B CTOJIE ellle OCTAIOCh BUCKH? — CIIPOCHJT OH.

— Koneuno. [lenas OyTeuika.

VYUHBY[ OITyCTHJI PYKY.

— DTO TOJIBKO Hayajo, — CKa3aJl OH U Mollea BHU3 1o xonMmy. — [loiiaem, apyxuine. bowock,
BUCKH CETOJHS HAM OYeHb TIOHAI00MTCS.
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I'maBa 4
He s#cenuco na oenveax, 63smu 83aiimul 20pa300 deutes.ne

MbaaviH B clienoli aHuke Myaiach 1o aepeBHe. JJomoi. Ckopee jgoMoii. 1o Ge3ymue. 1o
HeBo3MoxHO! Ha criemyroriiem moBopote oHa 4yTh He CIIMOJIA JUKSHTIIbMEHa, BHIXOSINETO 13 Taday-
HOW JJaBOUKH. OH UCIYTaHHO OTCTYIWJI C TPOTyapa Ha MOCTOBYI0. Muccuc bek pyxecku OKJIMKHY1a
ee U3 MouThl. M3[UIMH MOCMOTpelia Ha Hee MYCThIM B3IVISAOM U Mo0esxasa Jajbliie.

Homoi. Jomoit! I'Maza oT4assHHO MCKaNIM HYXKHYIO YIMIy. YBUAEB ee, M3IIMH CBepHy/a 3a
yroi. KpoIeuHsli KOTTeK CTOsUT Ha Kpalo JIyKalKW, KPENKUM U HajiexkHbl. OHA MyYasach K HEMY,
KaK [oToM cooOpasua, ¢ 6e3ymHbIM BuoM. [lonseres k aBepu, MauinH JepHyaa 3aJBHKKY U MET-
HYJIaCh BHYTPb, 3aXJIOIHYB 32 coO00# ABepb. Ee mpuyecka coBepilieHHO pacTpenaiach, BOJIOCH yNaiu
Ha CIIAHY.

Muccuc [Ipekcen, ee HoBasi 5KOHOMKA, IU1A Yepe3 TOCTUHYIO C IOJAHOCOM B PyKax.

— oOpbiii IeHb, MUJIE/IN, — YAUBJIEHHO CKa3ayia oHa. — YTo-HUOYIb CITydrIioch?

— Dnu3a, — 3apIXasach, Mporopopwia MamvH. — MHe HyxHa Dnu3a. ['ie ona?

DKOHOMKA HEYKJIIOKE IpUCesia B peBEepaHce.

— B kyxne ¢ Knapoii. {4 npuiumo ee K BaMm.

M>uinH nopHsIack K ceO0e B KOMHATy M pPa3[BUHYJA IITOPbl HA OKHE, BBHIXOAMBIIEM Ha
nyxaiiky. Ee rmasza oOmaprBanu mpocTpaHCTBO U HUYero He Haxomwiu. Kak oHa rimyma! Heyxenu
OHa BOOOpa3uJia, YTo OH MocJeyeT 3a Heli? Eciin oH He OTpyauics ciesiaTh 3TO 32 TPUHAALATS JIeT,
TO C Yero CTaHeT AeiaTh 3To cervac?

HagepHoe, oHa AEUCTBUTENBHO COILIA ¢ yMa. MeppuK M MBICIIM O HEM HAaKOHEll 3aBEpIIIN
CBOE YepHOe JIeJI0 U JIOBEJH ee 10 Oe3yMusl.

— Yro ciayynsioch, MUIeAn? — TPOHYJIA €€ 3a MIeY0 TOPHUYHAS.

— Ox, Dmu3a! — MaiuH oTImycTUIa 3aHABECKU U TMpHKaia najibisl K rydam. — O rocrnogu!
2TO OH.

— Kr0, Mmuneaun? — OT pyku Dnusbl, JiexkaBlien Ha riede MavH, BesJIO TEeIIOM U IIOKOEM. —
He moxeT ObITh, YTO BCE TaK IUIOXO.

— Moxer, — TMXO ¥ OTYassHHO BbIpBAJIOCh Y ManuH. — OH... oH BepHyJcs. Crycrsl Bce 9TH
rOJIbl BEPHYJICS.

dnu3a 3amepia.

— Mucrep Maxknaxnan? Bel 0 Hem roBopurte?

M>nvH Moslya KMBHYJIA.

— Ilpecesitast [leBa, — mporrentaia ropauuHasi. [lotom obompsiiome oOHsula MammvH 3a
rieun: — Musieid, MOxeT ObITh, BaM MOKa3aoch? Bo3M0oXkHO, Bbl YBUETH. .. poACTBeHHUKA. Koro-
TO TOXOKEro. Bbl Kak-TO TOBOPHJIH, UTO Y HEro ObLT Opar.

— Ha, cap Anacnap. Ho oHM coBceM He MOX0XkH, — MOKavyasia rojloBoi MamivH.

[Tpuces Ha kpaii KpoBaTH, pa3ouTas v rogaBieHHast, M3/IJIMH B IPOCTHIX OECCTPACTHBIX CIIOBAX
M3JI0KWIIA UCTOPUIO CITyKaHKe.

— Iloxoxe, OH MOCTPOMJI BCE ITH MPEKPACHBIE JOMA, — 3aKOHYMJIA OHA CBOM pacckas. — Vim
BJIaJIe€T KOMIIaHWEW, KoTopasi ux crpout. M uro-to Bpoae 3toro. Kaxercs, OH He BO3Bpalaics
B [IloTnanguio.

— I'ocnogn Nucyce! — BockimkHysa dnusa. — M oH yTBepxkaaeT, uyto Bel emy keHa! Jla kak
€My He CThIJHO!

— [louemy OH Tak ckazai, Dnuza? — M3UIMH yMossonie cMOTpeia Ha TOpHUYHy0. — [louemy
CITYCTS1 BCE 3TH rOfibl OH TOBOPUT TaKUE BEIln?

— IloHuaTus He UMelo, — OTBETWIIA CllyKaHKa. — HaBepHoe, OH Tak cuuTaer.
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— Kak on Moxet? — BckpukHysia MaaimmH. — OH. .. OH XOTel U30aBUThCs OT MeHs. EMy HyXHBI
OBUIM TOJILKO MAnuHbl AeHbrM. Her, oH MeHd Hukorma He ynodwir. Ox, Dnmu3a, 3T0 Tak XKECTOKO!
S mymana, yro nocie cmeptu beccerra Oymy kuTh B Tokoe. Heykenu s poIny CIMIIIKOM MHOTO,
Omza? Heyxenu?

— Ila, 3T0 *KeCTOKO, M3M. — D34, yTelias, raauia pyky Maamus. — Ho BO3MOXHO, 9TO KOHeI[
BceMy. MokeT ObITh, BBl €r0 OOJIbIIIE HUKOT/IA HEe YBUIWTE.

— 41 06 sTom Bora momio! — yponwia pyku MagyuH. — OH BRIISINT. .. OX, DI13a. .. OH COBCEM
apyroil. Takoit Mpaunblii. [TouTH 1eMOHMYECKUI. ¥V HETO JUIMHHBIE PYKH M TaKHE XOJIOAHBIE I71a3a.
U stot mipam... CTpallHblid. .. YKaCHBIA. .. s HE MOTY 3TOro 0ObsCHUTh. OH MOX0X Ha cels... U B
TO K€ BPeMsI COBEPIIIEHHO JPYTOM.

— Kasxercs, st noHnMalo, — oTBeTHIA Dn3a, B30MBast MOAYIIKU. — [ OBOPAT, TPEITHUKY HUKOT/1A
HE CTapeloT KPacuBo.

Mb3IvH CKENTUYECKH TIOCMOTPETIA Ha Hee.

— Hukorna Takoro He cpliana.

Onu3a HeyOeAUTEHHO YABIOHY/IaCh U CMEHMIIA TEMY:

— Iloka Bac He ObUTO, 3aXOMJIA Ballla HOBasl 3HAKOMasl, Jieau TperixepH.

—IlpaBna? 4 ve oxunana.

— OHa npurnaimaet Bac B cyo0oTy Ha vaid. M xodeT, 4ToObl BBl B35UIM ¢ c000i mucTepa [Jxed-
Ppu.

— Ilomymats TosbKO! — M3uinH npuskasna najblsl K BUuckam. — xedd! ['ne on?

— OH BbIIIET OKOJIO IBYX, MIJIETH, — CKa3asia Dnmu3a. — MaburK CHOBA BECEN U CIIOKOeH. BHI. ..
BbI HE BO3pakaere?

MbaanvH Hamuia B cede CHITBI TOKayaTh TOJIOBOM.

— IIporynku unyT eMy Ha HOJIb3Y, — TUXO CKa3ajia oHa. — JJoktop Pesuioy3 roBOpuT, 4To B €ro
COCTOSIHUH. .. B €T0 HACTPOSHUH HEXOPOILIO BCE BPeMsl CHETh, YTKHYBIIMCH B KHUTY.

— Jla, emy Bcero ABeHaIaTh, XOTb BBIIVISAUT OH CTapile, — 3aMeTua Diamu3a. — Hukakoi Gefipt
HET B TOM, YTO OH IPOKETCS MO AepeBHE.

— Koneuno, Her, — cornacunack Mapus. — Dnuza! Dta aepeHs! Dt1ot gom! Kak s1 cMory xkuth
B HEM, 3Has, YTO OH 311eCh?

Dnu3a CHOBA MOMIA/INIA €€ 110 PYKe.

— CoMHEeBaloch, 4TO OH CO3/1acT MpoOieMbl, MM. — Ecitit 661 OH 9TOTO XOTell, TO AaBHBIM-/1aBHO
caenai Obl 310. U y Bac He OyaeT HyX[bl BUIEThCS ¢ HUM. Benp Tak, Mam?

— 4... 4 He 3HaW, — npu3Hanack MamH. — [lepeBHa Takasd MaseHbkas. Eciv oH HamepeH
HAaIlpaBO U HAJIEBO PACCKA3bIBATh, UTO 51 €r0 XKeHa, 51 IPOCTO 3TOro He BbiHeCy. Ero Hy)KHO OCTaHOBUTD.
HagepHoe, MHe 3aBTpa cjie1yeT OTIpaBUThCS K MUCTepy Po3eHOepry u pa3opBarh KOHTpakT. MoxkerT,
HaMm Jyuite xuTh B JIonnone? Thl cTaHels Bo3paxarh, Diau3a?

— Hymaio, Bo3paxarh OyzieTe Bbl, — MSTKO CKa3asla TopHUYHas1. — M BCKope paccepauTech Ha
ce0s1, YTO B OYEPEeJHOM pa3 OTKA3AIMCh OT TOTO, YETO JKeJIaId BCEM CEpALIEM.

MpauHas ysabIOKa TpoHyJ1a TyObl MammH.

— Tl cIMIIKOM XOPOIIIO MEHS 3Haelllb, DJn3a.

— 4 3Ha10 Bac 10CTaTOYHO XOPOIIIO, — COTTIACKIIACH CITyKaHKa. — A Terephb BaM JIydIle Mpujiedb U
OTIOXHYTb. Y Bac OOJUT rojIoBa, 3TO 51 TOKe 3HAI0. $1 3a/iepHy IITOPHI M MOJIOKY BaM Ha JIOO XOJIOTHbIN
Komripecc. Bbl ckopo npumMeTte peltieHne, U Toraa rope Muctepy MakJjaxany.

M>u1uH Jieriia, HO He Jjajia BOJIM CJIE3aM.

— 51 He Mo3BOMIO eMy MOOEeUTh MeHsI, DIu3a, — MOKJISIach OHA. — $1 momaBeHa, HO elle He
Mponrpaa.

— Bor 310 Ha Bac OoJblle MOXOXe, MM, — OTBETHIIA DJn3a, 3aaepruBas mrophl. — [IpaBaa
Ha Baiiell cropoHe. Bce eno B ToM, 4To B cKy4aete 1o JIoyToHy, a y muctepa [Ixeddpu Obu10
TSIKEJIOe yTPO.
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— Ho Benp 51 nmpuny B ceds, npaBaa? — MmpadHo ckazana MaamH. — Eciin oH paccunMThiBaeT
co3JaTh MHE TTPOOJIEMBI, TO BCTPETHUTCS HE C POOKOM IEBOYKOM, KaKOM 51 Korja-To Oblia. 1 Hayumiach
BBIHOCJIMBOCTH U BblIepkKe. M Oynp s mpokiisTa, ecim Meppuk MakJiaxjiaH CHOBA OJEpP/KHUT HAJIO
MHOH BepX. TOMY He ObIBaTh.

Dnu3a B3571ach 3a PYUKY JABEPH.

— Bbl yBepeHbl, UTO XOTHUTE BCTPETUTHCS ¢ MUCTepoM PoseHOeproM, Mam? — crpocuia OHa,
OINIAHYBHIXCD.

MbivH 3aaymManach.

— [Noxanyi, Het, Dnu3a, — orBeTIIa MaavH. — TobKo B TOM ciiydae, eciii Muctep PozenOepr
MOXET TIPOJIUTh CBET Ha 3Ty CUTyaruio. ECTh cepbe3Hble BOMPOCH, HA KOTOPHIE s XOUY TMOTYYUTh
OTBeT.

Korga ciyxanka BepHyJaach ¢ komnpeccoM, MamnH, copocuB Ty, jexana Ha TOCTeTH 1
0e3yJacTHO CMOTpeJia B TIOTOJIOK, ITPOUTPHIBAs B yMe MOAPOOHOCTH YTPEHHEro HecyacTbsl. OHa He
BCIIOMMHAJIA CBOI 0OMOPOK, HA000POT, B BOOOpakeHNHU OHa 3asienuiia MeppHKy 3ByYHYIO MOIIEUNHY
Y BBICKA3aJ1a, KAK OHA HEHABHU/IENA €r0 BCE STH TOIbI.

Dnu3a MpUHECTa ropsuril Yail. MauiH cpa3y MOHsIa, YTO B HEro JA00aBjieH YCIIOKOUTEb-
HBII OTBap, HO Oe3 JIMIITHUX BOITPOCOB BHIMIJIA BCIO Yaliky. [locie yxacHbIX yTpeHHHUX COOBITHIA OHA
otnasa cedsi B ymesble pyKu Diu3bl. [OpHUYHAS TIATENbHO 3a[epruBaja MTOPbl, YTOObl HA OJVH
COJIHEYHBIH JIyYHMK He MPOHHMK B KOMHATy. M3UIMH Hayasia MmorpyXarbcsi B 3a0bIThe.

[Nepen ee BHYTpeHHUM B30pOM BO3HMK MeppUK, TaKOM, KaKMUM OHA BUJIENA €ro B IOHOCTHU MPO-
CTOAYIIHBIMU U OECXUTPOCTHBIMU T71a3aMu. OHa MOMIOOMIA ero ¢ TaKOW CHJIOH, O CYIIIECTBOBAaHUU
KOTOPOH J1axe He nmogo3peBaia. OHa curTaia ero HermoOeVMMbIM U MBITKUM. TaJJaHTJIMBBIM 1 OJ1aro-
POOHBIM. W onbitHeiM. HO OH OKa3zajics TakuM ke IJIyIIbIM 1 HAMBHBIM, KaK OHaA.

Her. D10 HenpaBuibHO. M3IJIMH, CTYKHYB PYKOM MO MOIYIIKE, MOMBITANACh paccykIaTb
30paBo. MeppHK chirpai Ha ee HauBHOCTU. OH JIMIIb TPUTBOPSIICA CTPACTHBIM U OJIarOpOIHBIM.
Pasge He Tak roBopwi mana? COHHBIA TyMaH Ha4yajl CTyHIaTbhesi, M3IUIMH yXe ¢ TPYAOM OTelsia
TeJIEHY CIaJKUX BOCIIOMUHAHUI OT TOPbKOM MPaB/Ibl.

— Mapyu! — Teruibie ryosl Ky3uHbl Bekn meKoTamm e yxo. — ITOT apXUTEKTOp CHOBA Ha TeOs
CMOTPMT.

M>u11H BEIIPSMUIIACH, OTOPBABLIKCH OT SICTB TMKHUKA, ¥ IOCMOTpeia BOKpYT. Bot oH. Ouenb
BBICOKMI CMYIJIbI MOJIOZIOW MY’KUMHA U3 MPOLUION HOUM. M3IMH BUJETA €r0 HECKOJIbKO BEYEPOB
nozpsia. OH cMOTpes Ha Hee, Kak BCeria, ropsiyo, U ero CBETIO-ToTyOble I71a3a ropesii OrHeM, KOTo-
pblil OHa yke Hayasia y3HaBaTb. Ee mysbc myctuiics B rajion. MajiuH onepiack pyKod O 3eMIIIo,
CJIOBHO CTapasich HaOpaTbCsl CUJL.

— OH HUKTO, M3anuH! — npormrnena Ky3uHa MIMomkuH. — Miaaimii CblH Kakoro-To MOTIaH -
CKoro GapoHeTa, 0 KOTOPOM HUKTO HE CIIBIIIAJ, & €ro Opar yXKacHbIi MOBeca. YMOJISI0, HE CMOTPU
Ha Hero. Mama roBopMT, 4TO OH JIEP3KMI U CAMOHA/IESIHHBIN. V1 ero H1 B KOeM ciiy4yae He CJIeI0BaJIo
MpUITIalIaTh CIOAa.

Beku paccmesiiiace Hajl CIOBaMU CECTPBI.

— Twt mpocTo 3aBuayelb, IMOIKHH, IOTOMY YTO BUepa OH HE TaHIIEBaI ¢ TOOOW. A cO MHOM
TaHUeBaJl, a ¢ Maaau — naxe 1Ba pasa!

— Mbaaau TobKO IIKOJTy OKOHYMIIA, — cMopuiia Hoc UMomkuH. — OHa HUYEero He MOHUMAET,
HO THI-TO pa3Oupaeribcs. [oBopio Tede, uTo STOT MHUcTep MakiaxJiaH He KeHTIIbMeH. Mama CJibl-
11aJ1a, YTO OH COIJIACUIICS CIIPOEKTUPOBATh PUMOPCKYIO BUILTY J1s1 jtopaa MoproHa. 3a neHbru!

— Ha, u topa MOpTOH ¢ paoCThlo YXBaTWICA 32 STOT IiaHc. Benp Tak? — Bo3pasuia beku HU3-
KHMM, TOMHBIM TOJIOCOM. — UTO Kacaercst MeHsl, TO sl yXBaTuIach Obl 32 BO3MOKHOCTh CHOBA MOTaH-
1eBarb ¢ HUM. ['0BOpAT, OH HACTOSALIMIA Xy/TOKHHUK.

— OH HacTosIMil HUIMI, — (DBIPKHYJIA CecTpa.
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— Torpma oH caMblil KpaCUBBIN HUIIUNA U3 BCEX, UTO s BUjENa, — napupoBayia beku. — [lymaio,
MHE TTOHPABHJIOCh OBl )KUTh C TOJIONHBIM XYJOKHIUKOM. DTO ObUIO Obl TAK POMAHTHYHO. ..

— B Takom ciydae u Tebe npuiuioch Obl ronoAaTh. — VIMOIKHH IIEIKHYJIA NaTblaMy, TOgYep-
KUBasl CBOU cJioBa. — [ama ymmmmit Obl TeOsT JEHET.

— Yo %, Torga Tede OoJbilie JOCTaHeTCsl. — bekr Tak pe3Ko MOBEpHY/IACh K MJIa el Ky3uHe,
YTO €€ JIOKOHBI B3JIETeJM B BO31YyX. — M31/i1, Thl MOXeIllb 3al0y4uTh ero! B KOHIe KOHIIOB, Thl
HACJIE/IHALIA.

— 4... g He 3Ha0. — M3IMH HEe MOIIa OTOPBATh IJIa3 OT CMYIJIOTO MOJIOJOTO MY)KUMHBI. —
Borocs, mmana orkaxer.

— Koneuno, otkaxer, — HaiMeHHO cka3aia VimomxkuH. — Thl O/KHA BBIMTH 32 Jiopaa ['enpu
VYuHTep3a, BCe 3TO 3HAIOT.

— A 4 He 3Hal0, — TUXO BO3pas3wiia MauuH.

— Ox, Manm, He Oyap TITyNo# T'ychIHeH, — Tepsist TeprieHue, ckazaia MimomxuH. — Kak xe nsas
XoBap CTaHEeT IPEMbEP-MUHUCTPOM, ECJIU Thl ITOTO HE CIENIACIlb?

— A nipu yem 3z1echb 5?7 — yauBmiiack MaamH. — He BUKY HUKaKOH CBA3M.

— 92X T8I, npoctopuiisa. Tak nenaercs nonmTHKa, — B310XHYy1a MIMomkuH. — Thl BhIFAENIb 32
['enpu, motom otel; ' eHpu 1 ero KoaMIys KOHCEPBATOPOB OOBEMHSATCS C IPY3bsMU A1 X0Bap/a,
Y TOTAA ASi/Is TIOMYYHUT OOJIBIIIMHCTBO TOJIOCOB. . .

— XBarut, ImomxkuH. — Bekn ymurnHyna cectpy 3a pyky. — Tol ommobaenibes. s Hukoraa
HE CTaHeT UCMOJIb30BaTh Maaau.

— Tak ycrpoen mup, — npoopuasia Imonxus. — YectHo roBopst, beku, MOxxHO 1ogymMarsb, 4To
ThI TaKasl e HEONbITHAsl IPOBUHLIMAJIKA, KaK M3IuH.

Ho Manyiun enBa ciiplinasia nepeOpaHky cectep. Boicokmii myskunna, muctep Meppuk Maka-
XJIaH 11arajl K Heyl, He OTpbIBasi OT Hee ropsAIux ria3. BHyTpu y ManuivH Bee cixaiocs, cepaiie 3arpbl-
rajo B rpyau. OHa Haziesach — 1a, HaJeslach, — YTO OH CHOBA MOMBITAETCS €€ MOLIEI0BaTh.

OH HaKJIOHWIICS U TIOJAJT PYKY, CHIIBHYIO U THOKYI0. 30JI0TO€ KOJIBILIO MOOJIECKMBAJIO Y HETro Ha
MU3UHIIE.

— Jlemn MauiuH, — ckazaj OH co clIa0bIM IOTIAHICKUM aKIIEHTOM, — Bbl HE TIPOTYJIsieTeCh CO
MHOU 10 Oepery?

M>u1uH He MorJIa AyX NEepPEeBECTH.

—4... ane... — OHa 3amMoI4aja U MPOrJIOTHIA KOM B ropiie. M3UIMH HEMHOTO MoOanBaiach
sToro MyxuuHbl. U eme 6onbiie 6osnack ceds. — [la, muctep Makiaxiad. C yIoBOJIbCTBHEM.

MbaavH He cTasia MCKaTh TeTI0 DMMY, XOTs 3HaJla, 4TO 3TO mojaraercst caenarb. OHa Obuia
MOYTH YBEpEeHa, YTO MUCTep MakJiaxJjiaH U3 TeX MyKUYHH, KOTOPBIX TETs He 0J00pseT.

He cka3aB Hu cioBa, Meppuk nosesn ee npsmo K peke. OHU 1LUIM I0BOJIBHO JIONITO, IOKa 3BYKU
Y Kpacky NMMKHUKA HE UCUe3/M 3a JepeBbsMU. [1oka poroseHipoHbl He IPEBPaTUIIMCh B HACTOSIINE
3apociau. [Ioka roBop peku He 3amIyllnil OCTajlbHble 3ByKU. Torma Meppuk ocraHoBUI M3mvH y
BBICOKOTO JiepeBa. Ero cepbe3Hbie JIbUCTO-TOMyOble I1a3a JOJIT0 U3ydald ee JIMIIO, TOTOM €ro pec-
HUIIBI IPOTHYJIM, ¥ OH HAKJIOHWJICS K ee Ty0am.

Mpa1H MOYyBCTBOBAJA, YTO Y Hee MOAruOaoTcsi KojeHH. YTo-TO BOCXUTHTENBHOE U IPEITHOe
3aKpyKWIOCh Y Hee BHYTPH, Kak Buepa BeuepoM. Cellyac OH LieJIoBajl ee Mo-ApyroMy, IpUOTKPHIB
ee ryObl, JIacKasi MEJIMTESIbHBIMU JBYKEHUSAMHM SI3bIKA. BoseOHble OIIyIieHus] pa3iuBaInCh MO
ee TeJly, 3aXKUrasi OroHb kKeJlaHus. M3IJIMH 3a/1poxkaia U, MOJ0XKUB PYKH €My Ha IUIeYd, HEOXOTHO
OTTOJIKHYJIA €ro0.

OtopBaBLIMch OT ee pra, MeppuK OTHPSHYII.

— Hac moryr 3ameTuts, — npouienraia oHa.

Ero nuxopagouHslil B3IVISA HE OTPBIBAJICS OT HEe.

— Jla, HO MeHSI 3TO He BOJIHYET, — XPUIUIO OTBETHII OH. — A TeOs1?
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— 4... g He Xouy 37UTh OTLIA, — OTBeTUJIa MaiH. — U Tako# noresnyit — 31o. .. HeMPaBWILHO,
npasja’?

— BoBce HeT, eci Mbl JIIOOMM JIPYT JIpyra, — MpOLIeNTal OH.

— Ho BbI MeH# eniBa 3HaeTe.

B rmazax Meppuka BCIIBIXHYJIM YIIPSMBIE OTOHBKH.

— 41 3Ha10 TeOs TOCTATOYHO XOPOIIIO, — CKa3al OH. — JIoCTaTOUHO, YTOOBI IIOHATH, UTO ThI CO3/IaHA
IJIsl MEHS1 ¥ XO4ellb MEeHSI.

— Bam He roBopuiiy, 4To Bbl Yepecuyp caMOHaJesiHHbI, Muctep Maksaxsan?

Jlerkasi ysipIOKa TpOHYJIa ero ryosl.

— Tl cuuTaenip, 4to s omubdaCh, neBouka? CKaxu MpsMo, U 5 yidy.

M>3UIMH HepelmuTeIbHO 00 H3aia ryObl.

— Her. Her, atoro s cka3zarb He MOTYy.

Onu cHoBa cvnch B norienye. OH cra rryoxke, HacToRYMBee. YMelbie pyku Meppuka mpo-
IIJTHCH 110 ee Tely, peBpalias kKeJlaHue B IPOH3UTENIbHYI0 00J1b. M3UIMH ropesa, TOMUIAch U... U
KaxJana 4ero-to!

Korna oH ocraHoBuiICS, OHa €1Ba CMOIJIa IEPEBECTH [IbIXaHUE.

— Mucrtep Maknaxnan! — eBa cymena BBITOBOPUTH OHA. — Bbl o3BosIsieTe cede. .. HenmpueM-
JIeMoe.

Meppuk co Bcell cepbe3HOCTBIO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HEe.

— Jla, HO s 9TO CKOPO UCIPABIIIO, — OKJISICA OH. — $1 coOMparoch KeHUThCSI Ha TeOe.

M>u1MH nonbiTanach yKOPU3HEHHO IOCMOTPETh Ha HETO.

— Bbl nopasuTenbHO CaMOYyBEPEHHBI.

— O Her, — Bo3pasui1 Meppuk. — {1 pemmTesnbHbIi.

M>UIMH BCKUHYJIA TOAOOPOJIOK.

— A ecnu 51 HE X04y BBIXOJUTD 32 Bac 3aMyK?

— Jla, BOBMOXHO, HE XOUelllb, — MSITKO COIVIACKJICA OH. — §] He 3HaI0 KPAaCHBHIX CJIOB, YTOOBI
o4apoBath TeOsi. Y MeHsI HUYero HeT, KpoMe Mapbl KPernKUX PyK U TajlaHTa, HO 9TOTO JOCTaTOYHO,
YyT0OBI y TeOs1 ObLIa KPBIIIA HAJI TOJIOBOM.

Ero uckpenHocts nopasuia MaiuH.

— W 310 BCe?

Meppuk npucTajJbHO CMOTpE €M B IJIa3a.

— Jla, Bce, — cKa3aJ OH, KperJe CKaB ee TUIeUr. — ITOro XBaTUT, YTOObI 3aBOEBATh TeOsI?

M>U1MH 3aCTEHUMBO MOAHAIA HA HETO IJ1a3a.

— 4 He coBceM yBepeHa, MUcTEp MakiaxiaH, — nogapasHuia oHa. — HaBepHoe, BaM Hy:KHO
CHOBA TIOIIEJIOBATh MEHsI, YTOObI TOMOYb MHE TIPHHSThH PEIlleHHeE.

Ero m1aza noreruienu.

— Yepr ¢ HuM, C mouenyeM, — YJIbIOHYJICS OH. — 5 Xouy TeOsi B CBOEH MocTeny.

— Kak s monnmato, 310 ouepeHoe Baiiie JOCTOMHCTBO, — Mpoiientaia M. — Wi tanant?

— llep3kas geB4oHKa! — mpodopmoTtan Meppuk, npuxumasi ee K rpyau. — [Iyctu meHs k cebe
IO/ OJIESUIO U CaMa y3Haelllb.

—4... 4 He nocmer.

Ero B3ms]1 cTtan pelmrenbHbIM.

— ITocmeenib. CerogHs BeuyepoM, — cKazas OH, — 51 Oyly TOJ TBOUM OKHOM.

— O rocniomu! — 3axmypuiack Mammus. — Oterr Bac yober.

— Torpa s1 yMpy CUaCTJIMBBIM Y€JIOBEKOM, — TOPKECTBEHHO OObsBMI MeppuK. — Mbl MOXeM
MIPOCTO MOTrOBOPUTD, M1, €CIIN 3TO BCE, YTO Thl XOUEIllb.

Boxe npasblii, MaauH xoTena He TOJIBKO 3TOTO.

— MBsI He craneM pas3roBapuBaTh, — IpoulenTala oHa. — Beap y Hac Bce cepbe3Ho, npasjaa?
Haxe 51 3TO MOHUMAIO.
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MeppHK cuibHee TprKal ee K ceoe.

— 51 6porty B 0KHO Kameriek. Thl BIyCTUINb MeHS, MUsIast?

M>u11H npornoTria KOM B ropiie ¥ MOYTH POTUB BOJIM KMBHYJIA. Ero pot cHoBa npunai K ee
rybam, Opocasi B IpOXb ¥ JIMIIAsi PABHOBECHSI. . .

— Tak kTO %€ oHa, Meppuk? — crycTs apy 4acoB CIIPOCHJI YUHBY/I. 3aKMHYB HOTY Ha MHCh-
MEHHBII cTon Meppuka, OH BepTesl B pyKax CTaKaHYMK KPerkoro BUCKH. — Wu, BepHee, Obuia? 51
HUKOIJa O HEW HE CJIbIIIAJ.

MeppHK, MOAHSIBIIKCH U3-3a CTONA, MogoIeN K Oydery. [t poncTBeHHUKOB U OIU3KUX Jpy-
3eil ero OMpPOMETYMBBIN IOHOIIECKHA Opak He ObUT TaiiHOW. Ho, Mo Mom4annBoMy cOriacuio, 0 Hem
HUKOI'JJa HE TOBOPUJIH.

Ceituac Meppuk He OCOOEHHO XOTes pacipocTpaHsThes 00 3tom. Ho YunByn okazasicsi B
HEJIOBKOM IOJIOKEHUH, CTaB CBUJETEIEM HEOKUIAHHOU BcTpeur. OH He 3Hajl, KTO Takas MpaaiuH.
VYuHBYJ Ha HECKOJIBKO JIeT MoJioke Meppuka. K ToMy BpeMeHH, KOraa OH CTajl BpallaTbCsl B CBETE,
CILJIETHU MOCTETIEHHO YTUXJIM. MeppHK He jKeJas MoJAHUMATh 9Ty Temy. [Ipa3iHas 601TOBHS — KOBap-
Has mTyka. OHa MOXeT HempeicKa3zyeMbIM 00pa3oM MOBJHSTH Ha OU3HEC.

— Tol yKkJI0HS€1IBCS OT OTBETA, Apyx)ulie? — I 'onoc YuHByna BEpHYI1 €ro K JeUCTBUTEIbHOCTH. —
Moxems nocyiarh MeHs K AbABOITY. MOM 4yBCTBa OT 9TOr0 HE IOCTPaJaloT.

MeppHK BbIICPHY.T TPOOKY U3 Oy THUTKH.

— Jlequ Mapyun XoBapj, — 6ecCTpacTHO OTBETHJI OH, HAIOJHSSA CBOM cTakaH. — OHa J104Yb
rpacda IIxeccona, Tounee, OblLa.

VYuHBY HAXMYPUJICS, TOTOM JIULIO €T0 MPOSCHUIIOCH.

— Iousb craporo congacgoHa-koHcepBaTopa? — crpocwi oH. — Kotoporo 3Bamu Meu Illed-
punga?

— Ila, moToMy 4TO OH BCerjaa pyous crieya, — OTBeTI MeppHK.

— He mory noxBacrarbcs, 4TO caeAnI 32 HOIMTUYECKUMU UHTPUTaMU, — IPU3HAJICS YUHBYH, —
HO 3TO MMS$ U3BECTHO Jaxe MHe. Hackomnbko s cibimaln, [xeccon — oTBpaTUTenbHbIi TUIL. Tenepb
Yy OH ymep?

— YMep HEeCKOJBbKO JIET Ha3ajl BO CHE.

XoTs 3TOT HeroAsay 3aciyxuBai xyamen cmepru! CeB B Kpecino, Meppyk MeIJIEHHO MOTATH-
BaJ BUCKU. OueHb meieHHo. Hu sienn Mayiun XoBap/, HY ee HamlbIIIeHHBIN Marnaiia He CTOMIN
OyTBUIKM JAOOPOTO BBIIEPKAHHOTO BHUCKH, KOTOPYIO MPUIILIOCh OTKPbITh. [lo coBecTu roBopsi, oHa
Ja’ke He CTOWJIa THEBA U BOXK/IEJIEHU I, KOTOPBIE CKUTAIA €My HYTpO y:xe ABa yaca. Ho oH mokoHumn
C 9TUM, KaK OTPBIBAIOT TOJIOBY 3Mee, YTOObI HE YKyCHJIA.

Ceituac Meppuk He 4yBCTBOBaJI HUYET0, KPOME MEJIEHHO PAacTEKaIoUIerocs Mo KujIaM OrHs,
3QOKEHHOTO BUCKH, W HETEPIICIUBOrO KeJIAaHWS 3aHAThCS YeM-HUOYIb — CIEAYIOIIeN BCTpEeUeH,
HOBBIM IPOEKTOM, YeM YTOIHO, YTO MOIJIO OTBJIEYb €r0 OT CaMoro cedsi, yBeCTHU B MHUP MPaAKTUYHO-
CTU U palroHanbHOCTU. HO OH He MOr BBICTaBUTH JIpyra 3a JBEpb ceiluac, KOraa OHU MPaKTUYECKU
JOILIH JI0 Jiena.

— Kak 51 monnmaro, o TBoeM Opake ¢ Heil MaJIo KTO 3HaeT? — MpOA0JIKall OCTOPOKXHO paccrpa-
[IMBATh YHUHBY/I.

Meppuk, 1545 B IPOCTPAHCTBO, KUBHYJI.

— Me1 cOexanu, — OTBETUII OH, — IO/l KOHEI] €€ MIEPBOro CBETCKOTO Ce30HA. AJIac/dp HUKOIAA
HE paccKasbIBajl TeOe 3Ty UCTOPHIO?

— Her. A pa3Be oH J0iKeH ObLT 3TO JienaTh?

Meppuk ropbko yCMEXHYJICS:

— 310 OBUIO TaK POMAHTUYHO. f cTamm y Ajnacispa ABYKOJKY, M Mbl oMyasiuch B ['peTHa-
I'puH c Tpuanateio (pyHTaMH B KapMaHe.
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— Yepr Bozpmu! — Kabiyku YunByaa ctykHynmm 00 mos. — Hukorga He BCTpedyasn HUKOTo, KoMy
ObI 3T0 yaasock. ['ocroau, 1a Kak THI 3TO crenan?

Ot otuasnus. Ot crpactu. YyBCTBYS, UTO AbSBOJ ABIIINUT B CIIHY.

— OOBIYHBIM CcHIOCOOOM, — yCMeXHYNCsl MeppuK. — 3anmcouky, NepeaHHble Yepe3 Jlakes U
cnyxkaHky. [Tapa yemonaHoB. JlectHura y okHa. VI koHeuHO, moder B moiHoub. Kakoe ke TaiiHOe
6ercTBo 6e3 3TOro pPOMaHTUYECKOTO BpeMeHH?

VYuHBYH ynbIOHYIICS:

— U crapuk Bac He noiman?

— He cpaay.

— U uto Torna?

MeppHK NpUoAHsT OpoBb. XOTh OHU M JPY3bsi, pA3roBOP 3alliesl CIUIIKOM JaJIeKO.

— Iocnymaii, Kyuntus, — npoop4an oH. — Crapble CIUIETHM B KapMaH He IMOJIOXKUIlb. Thl
coOMpaeIbCs MOKynarh 1oM?

VYHHBY[ CTpaHHO MOCMOTPEJT HA HETO.

— Hy, eciu Th1. ..

Pe3kuii ctyk B aBepp npepsal ero ciosa. Bomen ®umnrc, 1BOpEKU U IO COBMECTUTEIbCTBY
KamepauHep Meppuka.

— Ilpunna mucc Bpomiu. Eil Ha3sHaueHa BcTpeva B YeThIpe.

3a crnivHO# Pwurrica crosuia keHmyHa. OHa ¢ TONOBHI IO HOT ObLIa OfIeTa B YEpPHBIN IIIEJIK.
UYepHasi, ykparieHHast OyCHHKaMH ByaJlb, CKpbIBaJia I71a3a. Ha 3amsictbe Brcena MajieHbpKas CyMOYKa,
OOIIMPHOE IEKOJIBTE BBICTABIISIIO Ha TIOKA3 MBIIIHYIO rpyab. Mucc Bpomim onpenesieHHo npuIiia He
3a TeM, 4TOOBI 0OCYKAaTh OKYIIKY JIOMa.

[Nonuss 6poBu, YuHByA Opociit Ha MepprKa OLEHUBAIOIINIA B3IJIS/L U MTOAHSIICS HA HOTH.

— $1 3aiimy 3aBTpa, — TMXO cKa3al oH. — He Oymy Memiath TBOEH. .. TBOEH BCTpeyde, CTapuHa.

MeppHk HeOpeKHO TOBEJ IJIEYOM U JIOTHJT BUCKH.

— 3aliepXuch, €CIIM X0Uelllb, — TPOOOPMOTAIT OH. — $1 CeromHs BETMKOLYIIIEH.

B m1azax YuHByna BCIbIXHYJIa TPEBOra.

— 4 ¢ aTuMm 3aBs3an, apyxuiie. — OH cO CTYKOM IOCTaBUJI CTAKaH Ha CTOJ. — §] sydine nouiay.
[ToroBopio ¢ keHoil u 3aiiy 3aBTpa, XOpoIio?

durmc yxe ncue3. Mucc BpoMir HacMENIMBO cMOTpeJIa Biie, YUHBYLY, TOHKUE TyObI OOJTb-
ITIOTO PTa CJIOKUIIUCH B CTPAHHYIO MOTYYJIBIOKY.

— Bam apyr HepaHo sxeHmics? — ['onoc y Hee ObUT HU3KUI U X pUTLIIOBATHIN.

Meppuk He OTBETHII.

— Bol ot muccuc ®apaem?

— 4 Becc, — ckazana oHa, NOIHUMAs Byaslb U OTKPBIBAsl apy TEMHBIX XOJIOIHBIX IJ1a3.

«OT1muHO», — mogyman Meppuk. JlymeBHoro Tervia eMy ceiiuac He Hano. OH ObUT OU€Hb paj,
410 n30aBmIICs OT KUTTH C ee MPOCTOMYIITHOM, MOUTH AETCKOM YIBIOKOH.

3anepeB aBeph KaOnHeTa, MeppHK IpoIes B CMEXHYI0 KOMHATY, KOTOPYIO OH IPeBpaTHil B
CMaJIbHIO, YTOOBI OBITh KaK MOKHO Omike K padote. JKeHIMHa mocyiejoBaia 3a HUM.

BcraB y okHa M cKpecTHB Ha rpyau pyku, Meppuk pasmisasiBan mucc bpomimn. OH coBep-
IIEHHO 3a0bU1, UTO cerofns yerBepr. HoBas nocnannuna muccuc PapHem Obl1a KpacuBa MpavyHoOM,
YYBCTBEHHOW KpacoToil. BpeMeHaMu emMy Takue >keHIIMHbI HpaBuInCh. Ho ceronHs ero noaMsiBajio
OTMPaBUTh BU3UTEpITY 00paTHO. OH OBUT HE B HACTPOSHUH 3aHUMATHCS €I0.

WNnu Bce-taku B HacTpoeHuu?

Meppuk cHOBa rogyMan 0 MauiiH, 0 TOM, KaKUM yAapoM ObUIO YBUIETH €€ TOCiIe CTOJbKUX
IYCTBIX JIET. A 4ero oH oxujan? 3a TpUHAUATh JIET OH HE MOJIyYMJI OT 3TOW KEHIIMHBI Ja)Ke HaMeKa
Ha pacKasiHue U coxaieHue. YepHblil THEB BHOBb BCIIBIXHYJT B HEM, OMaJIsist O€CIOIIA/IHBIM I1JTAMEHEM.

becc bpomiu, ka3zanock, MOYYBCTBOBaJIA €ro sipocTh. OHa MOHMUMAIOIIE ocMoTpesia Ha Mep-
pUKa, ee TeMHbIE I71a3a OJIECHYJIH.
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Omna Obuta Ha JOOPBIX IIECTh AWMOB HIKe M3IJIHMH, ¢ BOJIOCAMY 1IBETa BOPOHOBA KpbLIa U
OOJBIIIM TOHKOTYOBIM pTOM. TpyHO HalTH OOJBIIHIA KOHTPACT CO CBETIILIMU JIOKOHAMHU U ITyXJIBIMU
rybamu ero xeHsl. D10 K gyumemy. [leficTBuTenpHO K aydmemy. [Tocie nepexuToit Tpareauu Mep-
PUK TepecTal criath ¢ JTMHHOHOTUMU OJIOHAMHKAMH.

Becc Bpomin Gpocuiia MUIANKY ¢ ByaJiblo B KPECJIo U IIBBIPHYJIA CYMOYKY Ha y3Kyio, Ipy0o
3aCTJIaHHYI0 KOWKY, CIYyXKHBIINYIO eMy KpoBarhlo. CyMOuka cO CTYKOM yrajia Ha OOK. 3aMouek
OTKPBUICS, ¥ TOHKUI KOKaHBIN XJIBICT YEPHOU 3Meeld pa3BepHYIICsS Ha OKpbiBasie. B cymke Becc Obin
u npyrue npeametsl. Hamerannsiil B3mssg Meppuka otvetnn 310. OH He Jypak M 3HAeT MHCTPY-
MEHTBHI €€ pemMeca.

CnoBno nipoBormpys ero, becc marnyna 6mke. O6xBatiue Meppuka 3a 111e1o, OHa IpHKaach
TPYIbIO K €ro TOpCY M TOJIOKMIIA JTa0Hb €My Ha 3aThUIOK. Ee B3misi mpoimesncs no mpaMy Ha ero
JIAIIE, PECHUIIBI 3aTPENeTaN U OIYCTHIIHCh.

— Bennspxkka Kurtu! — xpurio npomenTana oHa. — OHa He 3HaJIa, Kak OOXOAUTHCS C TAKUM
MY>KYMHOM, KaK BBI.

— Kurti mpekpacHo cripaBisiiach CO CBOUM JEJIOM.

JlenmukatHo, Kak 6a0ovKa KpbUIBIIIKOM, becc Bpomutu npoBesna siI3bIKOM I10 ero mipaMmy CBEpXy
BHU3.

— Kuttn pemmna, yro Bam HpaButcs norpyoee, Makiiaxias, — mpodopmoTasia oHa. — CkaxuTe,
OHa TpaBa?

— Bpemenamu, — npusHasica Meppuk.

Be3 npenymnpexnenust becc npuxkanach ropauuMu rydamu K ero ropiy ¥ BOWJIach 3y0amMu B
KOXKy. Y Meppuka rnepexBaTuiio IbIXxaHue OT O0JIH, HO OH He JPOTHYIL.

— A TBI, fOporyma? — MpoIIenTan OH, CXBAaTUB €€ 3a ATOAMLIBI U MprokuMast K cede. — Th
moouIb rorpyoee?

OHa He OTBETUJIa, HO 33pOXKajia B €r0 OOBATHSX.

Pyka Meppuka cJIOBHO 10 cOOCTBEHHOM BOJIE OMYCTHJIACh Ha 1iedo becc, ppaHyB TKaHb I1a-
Thsl. 3aTpelna ek, MOMO3/IM CTeXKH IBOB. A TioueMy Obl M HeT? MeppuKy XOTeIoch COPOCUTD
AYIIUBIIYIO €r0 MPayHylo SHEPIrUio, KPYIIUTh Bce BOKpyr. Ecinu onqHa Hemocsiraema, rodyemy Obl He
3aMEHUTh ee Ipyrou?

INon mnateem Becc He ObLIO HU pyOaIlIKH, HU, TIOXOXE, MaHTaJIOoH. [IbIIHAS TPYAb BHITPHITU-
BaJIa U3 YEPHOTO KOPCETa, MOKPOW KOTOPOro AABHO BHIIIEN M3 MOJBI, & Tyrasl IIHYPOBKa CTECHsIA
IbIXaHe.

Kazasocs, becc kopcer cocem He Meman. [log B3msagom Meppurka ee COCKA HaIpArIUCh 1
otBeprenn. Kpyru BoKpyr cockoB ObLI OoMbIIve U TeMHbIe. Meppuk oTBel B3, Emy xotenoch,
YTOOBI IPpy/Ib ObLIa MEHbIIIE, CBeTiee. UTOOBI TO/I KOXKEH MPOCTYIAIH TOTyOble KIJIKUA ¥ OH BOAWI IO
HUM nasblieM. OH xoTelt, yToObl Ha MecTe Becc Obuta qpyrast KeHIMHa.

Meppuk pe3KOo OTCTpaHWII e€.

— CHuMaii oieay, — MPOLIEANIT OH CKBO3b 3yObl, — M JIOKHCh HA KPOBATh.

— A ecim s He 3ax04y? — ¢ BBI30BOM IpoienTaina becc, 6iecHyB ra3zamu. — YTo, eciiu Bam
MIPUJETCS] MEHS 3aCTaBUTh?

HacmenumuBas ynapiOKka MCKpPUBHIIA €10 I'yOBI.

— TBouM yepHbIM XJIbICTOM? — CKa3al OH. — Thl 9TOr0 Xouelb?

BasiBimcek 3a pykosTKy, becc MemieHHO mpoBesia KOkKaHbIM KaJloM IO JIQJIOHH, WCTIBITHIBAsI
MOYTH IPOTUYECKOE YIOBOILCTBUE OT KAXAOro Oyropka U u3ruda Tyroro Xryra.

— Kurti roBopuiia, y Bac ecTb Ipambl, — HOCIBIIIAJICS XPHUILIBIA 1enoT. — MHoro. ['myGokue.

— Kurtu cmuiikom MHOro 6omraer.

Becc obnm3ana HIKHIO TyO0y.

— Cuumnre onexay. — Ee ma3a ropenu sxeinaHuem. — MHe HpaBsTCs MyKUYMHbBI C OTMETHHAMMU.
[Nokaxute MHe, MUCTEp MakJiaxJiaH, CKOJBbKO BBl BHIICPIKHTE.
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«CTONBKO, CKOJTBKO TeOe 1 He CHIIIOCh», — mogyMai Meppuk. Ho Oyap OH IpOKJIAT, €Civ CTaHeT
00CYX/1aTh 3TO C HEMl.

— Hdymaio, Musasi, Tbl 3a0blJ1a, KTO 3/1€Ch XO3SIMH.

Becc miarnyna Kk Hemy U Ipe3pUTesIbHO CKPUBHJIA SIPKO HAKpAIlleHHbIE T'yObI.

— Bpl ciuikom 10aro uMenu Jeso ¢ MArkou, yerynuuBoid Kurru. S 3nato Bam tun. U 3Hato,
YTO BaM HYXHO. I 4yBCTBYIO 3amax sipOCTH, UCXOASIIHUI OT Bac.

CxBatuB 3a pyKy, Meppuk aepny:n becc k cede u Bruyics B ee TyObl. He BbIITycKast XJibicTa, OHa
MPOCYHYJA SI3BIK B €T0 POT, IOTOM YKYCHJIA 32 HUKHIOI TyOy.

I'weB ynapui MeppuKky B royioBy.

— AX Tbl, IpsiHB!

Ee rmaza onacHO CBEpKHYJIH.

— DTO KeCToKo, paBaa’? — ckazasa oHa. — Bbl cepaurecs.

MakJiaxyiaH OCTOPOKHO TPOBEJT ThUTBHOW CTOPOHOM JIaJOHH 0 KPOBOTOUAIEeH Ty0e U OTCTY-
1708

— Yepr nobepu, Thl 1paBa, 51 3071.

becc dpipknyna.

— BbI 37msHch yike Toraa, Korja sl BOIula B KOMHATY, — OTBETWJIA OHA. — S pocTo Aana Bam
BO3MOKHOCTb Pa3psiUThCS.

— 3amonmuu. — Meppuk cOpocHII CyMKY Ha Mojl. DTa JeBKa ONvke K UCTHHE, YeM OH XOTell
MPU3HATH. — 3aMOJTYM U pasfeBaiics. S xody ObICTPOro cexca. A TTOTOM YXO[Iu.

Becc Bpomim MeieHHO CrycThiIa pyKaB YepHOro Oe3BKYCHOTO IUIaThsl, OTKPHIBAS IJIEYO U
IPydb, BBICOKO MOAHSTYIO TYro 3aTsSHYThIM KopcetoM. Korma oHa moBepHysach CMHON, Meppuk
3aMEeTHJI, YTO KOPCET 3alTHyPOBaH TOHKMM KoxaHbiM peMHeM. [lox miateem y Becc He Obu1o HUYero,
KpOMe YEpHBIX UYJIOK, TYTO OXBATHIBAIOLIMX MOJIOYHO-OeJbie Oeapa. KoHTpacT ObUT opa3uTeIbHbIM.
SDPOTUYHBIM.

[NoepnyBImMch, becc coOmazsHUTENHHO YABIOHYIACH.

— 4] Oblna OYeHb KeCTOKa, — MOBTOPHJIA OHA.

Ona nocraBujIa OIHO KOJIEHO Ha KPOBaTh, TOTOM Ha YeTBEPEHbKAX 3a0pasiach Ha TIOKPHIBATIO.

— 4 pazo3nuiia Bac, — npoposkana becc, Jioxkach Ha KUBOT.

— 51 HauMHAaIO TyMaTh, YTO THl HEHOpMaJIbHAS, — POOypUan Meppuk.

— Bo3moxHo. — Ee B3mis MeTHysICS K XJIBICTY, U3BMBaBLIEMYCs Ha KoBpe. BiaxHbIi sA3bIK
CHOBa mpoiresics 1o rydam. — Hy ke, Muctep MakJjiaxJias, mourpaite co MHOU B MoIo urpy. Bo3maiite
MHE I10 3acjIyram, — MpeioKuia oHa. — Bam 310 moHpaBuTCS.

— Ilonpasurcsa?

Becc cynyna pyky cebe moj )KMBOT U CKOJIb3HYJIA HUKE.

— Jla, — BbIIOXHYJIa OHA, IPUKPBIB IM1a3a. — S Bac 3Haw. Mnute xe. Otnenaiire mens. .. O-o...

Becc namonosuHy yoenuia ero. BoamoxHo, 3T0 TO, 4TO emMy Hyx)HO. HaBepHOe, IeMOHBI, KOTO-
pble BpeMeHaMH OJI0JIeBaIM €r0, CHOBA BHIPBAIMCH Ha cBoOoay. Ho xubict... Hukorga.

Becc kopumiack 1 U3BMBaNach Ha KpoBaTh. [IpOTUB €ro BOMM, PyKU pacCTErHYJM MyTOBHUIbI
Opiok. YepT Obl moOpai ero xeHy, 3Ty BEepoJIOMHYIO OpsiHb! B ogHO MraoBeHne MeppHK pyxHYI
Ha KpoBaTh U HaBajwics Ha becc, pa3nBuras ee Horu KojaeHoM. OH Boles B Hee TPyObIM Pe3KUM
ABUXKEHUEM, C)KaB PyKaMHU ee SITOIUIIbI, He TIO3BOJIssI M30eXkKaTh ero BTOPKEHUS.

[Mupoko pacnaxHyB miaza, becc NOTpsACEHHO BCKPUKHYIIA.

Meppuk He octaHaBivBascs. OH OTIaICs BO BIACTh TEP3ABIIKX €0 IeMOHOB. [{o/1ro oH yTosns
cBoil THeB. Hortu Becc BnuBanuch B MOAYIIKY, OHA 3aJbIXajach mox HUM. Kak B TymaHe ciiblimasn
MeppHK ee KpUKH U MOJILOBI O OOJIBbIIIEM.

Meppuk yronun becc. Cynoporu skctasa corpsicayiv ee. HakoHel oHa, ocieqHui pa3 B3por-
HYB, OOMSIKJIa Ha ocTe. MeppHK MOv4yBCTBOBAI, YTO MpuOmkaercs K ¢punaiy. [lorom HacTynmio
olieTieHeHre, (pU3MUEcKoe OITYCTOIIEHHUE U YepHasi OeccMbIC/ieHHas myctota. Ha HecKoIbKo MrHOBe-
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HI/Iﬁ HperIHICHHOCTb TCJ1a 3aCJIOHUJIA MYKI/I AyHIn. MeppI/IK celiaj euie OauH BhIIIag 1 HO‘IYBCTBO-
BaJI, 4TO I1a/1aeT.
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I'raBa 5
Yyorcas oywa — nomemku

INoezaka B aenoByio yacTs JIOHIOHA 3aHs1a IOYTH J1Ba yaca. Kapera meuieHHO nos3ia Biepes
B IUIOTHOM MOTOKE SKMIaked. M3UIMH, YUHHO TOJIOXKHUB PYKU Ha KOJIEHM, CTapaslach COXPaHSATh
teprienne. [loxoxe, memkoM oHa Obl goOpanack ObicTpee. Hago ObUI0 HaHATH MaJeHBKUIA I0PKHUI
9KUMAX, Kak 3TO JenaloT B croiuue. Ho MokoiHbIi oTer] BHyIIMA M3UIMH, YTO MPOUCXOXKICHUE
1 OOraTCTBO HAKJIAAbIBAIOT ONpeJeeHHYI0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTh. OHa JOMKHA CO3HABaTh 9TO U CBSATO
OMIOCTH MpaBIJIa STUKETA, OCOOEHHO KOT/la HAHOCHUT BU3HUTHI.

MbuiH yauBHUIIach, TIOJyYUB YTPOM IpUIanieHne oT muctepa Posentepra. I[locnennue tpu
IHSI OHA JIOMaJIa TOJIOBY, CTOMT JIM MOCETHTh €ro KOHTOPY M €CNM Ja, TO KaK 3TO CAeNaTh, YTOOBI
HE BBI3BATh y HEro Nojpo3peHuil. ¥ Hee camoi noao3peHuil Obuto mpepocratouHo. Ho Poszentepr
nepexBaTWil MHULMATUBY. Ero miuceMo nprHec BO BpeMs 3aBTpaka OAEThI B JIMBPEIO MOCIAHHUK.
[TrcbMO OBUIO MCKITIOUMTENIBHO BEAKJIMBBIM, MIOUTH JICTUBBIM. M3/ITIMH cropasia oT JTI00OIBITCTBA.

Bpems oT BpeMeHM OHa BBHITArMBaJA 11€10, BUISIBIBAACH B Yepe/ly IKUIAKEH, CJIOBHO IBITASCh
B3[JIIOM Pa3/BUHYTh ITIOTOK YJIMYHOTO ABWkeHUA. OHa ncKana ykasaresb «PiauT-cTpur». ManmH
HUKOI/Ia HE CIIbIIIaJIa 3TOro Ha3BaHMS, MIOCKOJIbKY €3/JUJ1a B BOCTOUHYIO YacTh JIOHJOHA BCero ouH
pa3 — noanucaTh KOHTPAKT Ha MOKYIKY JoMa. 3a BCIO CBOIO KM3Hb M3UIMH NpoBeEJia B CTOJMLIE
TOJIBKO TPU Mecsla. 1o Obl10 B IoHOCTU. OHa He Bhle3kala 3a npezessl Meiidapa U COBEpIIEHHO
He 3HaJla MHOT'OJTIOTHOTO TOpOJa.

Torna, TpuHaAUATH JIET Ha3a[, el MO3BOJISIM MOCeIaTh TOJIbKO JOPOrMe Mara3uHel Ha bonn-
CTpUT. M3IIMH BCera 04apoBBIBAIN Y3KME U KpuBble yiIouku. Ho oren u Tetss DMma MOCTOSHHO
TBEPAWJIY, YTO HENPWIMYHO TMOSIBIATHCS B MeHee (perieHeOeNbHBIX MecTax, YeM amdurearp DCTH,
U B paiiloHaX BOCTOYHEEe KHUKHOrO MarasuHa Xaruyapia Ha [Tukkagusm.

B ropuanyeckoit KoHTope Ha TpeqHuAI-cTpUT M3UIMH BCTPETHI MOJIOAOH OA00OCTPACTHBIIH
KJIepK. Yca/luB ee, OH MOCTIEIII HaBepX 3a X03MHOM. Mucrtep PoszeHOepr Termio npuBeTcTBOBa
MOCETUTENIBHUILY U TYT e Mocal 3a Koge.

Mb>aMH 3a7aia HECKOJIbKO HAJyMaHHBIX BOIPOCOB O HOBOM JIOME, Ha KOTopble Po3eHOepr
OTBETUJI C MPEYBETUYEHHON BEXKJIMBOCTBIO.

— Moii ciyxaiuii Bce MOArOTOBUJI, — CKa3ajl OH, Korga MaIMH yMOJIKJIA, U MOIABUHYJI K HEl
TOJICTYIO TAYKy KPEMOBOH Oymaru. — XOTesnoch Obl, YTOOBI BB Cpa3dy C STUM O3HAKOMMIIHCh. Kak
BUJNTE, MTPOJABEL] yKE IOCTABUJI CBOIO NMOAMUCH. OCTaI0Ch MOANUCATH BaM, BOT 3J€Ch, CIIPABa.

Po3zenOepr ykaszan Ha HXKHIOIO YacTh OCAEHEH cTpaHuLibl. Tam cTossio He3HakoMoe MauIuH
UMSl.

— A KTO 3TOT MHCTEP. .. MUCTEP DBaH3?

— O, 310 nycras (opMaJbHOCTb, — MaxHyJ1 pyKoil PozeHOepr. — DBaH3 3aHUMaeTCs TEKYLUMU
aenaMu. OH UMeET NOJIHOMOYM S MOATUCHIBATD JOKYMEHTBI M JOTOBOPHI.

— Bl xoTHTE CKa3aTh, Kak MPOCTO KJIepK? — cBesla OpoBM Ha nepeHocuiie MauiH.

Poszenbepr paccmesuics.

— Jla, HO KJIepK OYeHb BHICOKOTO PaHra, — OTBETHJI OH. — Bezib peub uaeT 00 OrpoOMHOM U upes-
BBIYAfiHO NMPUOBLILHON KOMITAaHUH, J€JIOBbIE MHTEPEChl KOTOPOW OXBaThIBAIOT BeCh JIOHJOH.

— Ho Benp KommaHus, KOTOpas MOCTPOMJIA MOM JOM, MOJHOCTBIO NMPUHAJIEKUT MUCTEPY
MakJaxyiaHy? — HEeBUHHO B3MaxHyJla peCHUI[aMu M3[uiuH. — MHe MMEHHO Tak TOBOPUJIM.

Po3zenGepr HEeMHOro cMyTHIICS.

— Jla. Koneuno.

MBbUIH 3TO «KOHEYHO» OBLIO COBEPIIEHHO HETMOHSATHO, HO OHA YJIBIOHYJIACh CaMOM PUSTHOM
CBETCKOM YJIBIOKOIA.
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— Mucrep PozenOepr, Bbl OTBETUTE MHE Ha MOCJIETHUN BOIIPOC?

— Iocraparoce.

M>3UIiH permia IPUTBOPUTHCS MPOCTOMYITHON U BBISICHUTH TO, YTO €d He TepIeioch Y3HaTh.

— [TpusHatock, MeHs 0f107IeBaeT JTOOOIBITCTBO, — CKa3asia oHa. — Kak muctep MakJiaxian Havast
CBOM yCIeIIHbI Ou3Hec?

— 41 He moHs Bamm Boripoc, Jeau beccett, — Haxmypuiicss PoseHOepr.

— OpHu HaCTIeIYIOT CeMEMHBIN OU3HEC, — MpoAokana MUIH, — y IPYTUX YXOAUT Ha CO3/IaHKe
COOCTBEHHOTO JieJia B WM TPU AECATHIETHS. A MUCTep MakiaxjaH CTpeMUTEIbHO 000raTHJICS.
He mMory He yauBISTBCS, KaK CTOJIb MOJIOAOM YeJIOBEeK OBICTPO JOCTHUT TAKOTO ycIiexa.

Muictep Po3enOepr BexJIMBO KUBHYJI:

— a, muctep MakJjiaxjiaH O4eHb MOJIOJ, a €ro. .. KaK Obl 3TO CKa3aTh... YeCTOMOOME HE BbI3bI-
BaeT coMHeHuil. Jlymaio, 1 IOHsUT Balll Borpoc, Jiean beccert. Muctep MakiiaxjiaH Havasil Tak ke
CKPOMHO, KaKk ¥ MHorue apyrue. OH B35U1 CCyly y POICTBEHHHUKA.

— Ccyny? — HeTOBEpUMBBIM 9XOM NOBTOpHIIA MaH. — OH Tak 9TO Ha3bIBaeT?

CHoBa BEKJIMBBIN KUBOK.

— Mucrep Makaxjiad 3TOro He CKpbIBaeT M He 3arperiaeT rOBOPUTh 00 STOM, — MPOAOIIKAI
fopucT. — bady1ka o MaTeprHCKOW TMHUM (PUHAHCUPOBAJa ero NepBbie onbIThl. OTCIo/Ia U Ha3BaHKE
upmbl.

— Hazpanue?

— «Makrperop», — ckazan Pozenoepr. — «Makrperop u K».

— OH Ha3BaJ cBOE JEJI0 B 4eCTh 0a0yIIKu?

Po3zenOepr cTpaHHO MOCMOTpEN Ha Hee.

— Bel HacTpoeHbI ckenTuveckH, Jiequ beccerT, — 3aMeTu1 oH. — Y Bac ecTh IPUYMHBI HE BEPUTh
MHe?

MbaavH OBICTPO MOKavasia roJIo0BOM:

— Her. — Ona cxBatwia co crona 6ymaru. — S mpocTo JoOOIMBITCTBYIO.

OTKUHYBIIKCh HA CIIMHKY Kpecia, Muctep Po3eHOepr cloXuin pyKu Ha COJTMIHOM OpIOIIIKe.

— [pusTHO OBUTO MO3HAKOMUTHCS C BaMHU, Jien beccerT, — ckaszan oH. — §1 yBepeH, HOBHIN JOM
BaM noHpaBuTcs. [103BobTe 3apaHee Mo3/1paBUTh Bac, €CIM HaIlM ITyTH OOJbIIE HE TEPEeCceKyTCsl.

Mb>mmH HrYero He NOHSIIA.

— 41 yBepeHa, 4TO MOHPABUTCS, — COIIACKJIACH OHA, I'PAIMO3HO MopHuUMasick. — Ho cioBa
XOpOIIIY, KOTJIa X MOATBEPKAAIOT JeIoM. fl cpasy e MpHIIUTI0 BaM OaHKOBCKUM YeK.

— Yek? — yauBuiics: Posenoepr.

MbaanvH onycTria ria3a Ha Oymard.

— Benp 310 MO ak3emILIsip noroBopa? U teneps MHE HY:KHO B TE€UEHUE JIBYX HEJIe b OIJIaTUTh
CUeT Y TIOJyYUTh MIPABO Ha COOCTBEHHOCTH ?

PozenGepr MeasieHHO MOKavyall TOJI0BOM.

— Her, — criokoiino ckazan oH. — Her, tieau beccert. To, 4TO BbI IEpKUTE B pyKax, U €CTh IPABO
Ha COOCTBEHHOCTb.

— Ho... HO 51 3amutaTiiia BaM TOJIbKO aBaHC, AECATH MPOLIEHTOB, — Bo3paswia MaTiH.

— DTy cyMMy yXe mepeBesid 0OpaTHO B Ball OaHK, — ckazan PozeHOepr. — 9TUM JOKYMEHTOM
MucTep MakaxiiaH repeaet BaM MOJHOE MPaBO Ha HEBMKUMOCTh Oe3 BCSIKUX YCIIOBUH.

MbaanvH pyxHyna B Kpeciio. ['0oBa y Hee moliia Kpyrom.

— OH... oH... 4TO OH caenan’?

Pozenbepra Takoi TOBOPOT COOBITHII CMYIIIAJl He MEHBbIIe, YeM MauH.

— Mucrep MakiaxjiaH ckasajl, 9To M0 HEKOTOPhIM OOCTOSITESIbCTBAM €My HeYJOOHO Oparh OT
Bac JIeHbI'M, — MOMBITAJICS OOBSICHUTH IOpHUCT. — OH CcKa3all... cKa3ajl, 4To BBl TIOMMETE. .. YTO y Bac
€CTh KaKHe-TO OTHOIIIEHHUsI UM YTO-TO B 3TOM pOJIe.

— Yro oH ckazan? — efiBa CAepKUBasICh, cripocuiia MamiuH. — Jla oH cymacrieqimmii!
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Po3enGepr HEeMHOTO OTOIBUHYJICS.

— Tak BBl HE poACTBEHHUKH?

I'neB miameHnem oxBaTui MauH.

— Hu B xoeit Mepe! — BOCKJIMKHYa OHa, OPOCUB IOKyMeHT Ha ctoi. — ... [la g eqBa 3Ha0
atoro yesoBeka! OH He MOT' lyMaTh. .. HE MOT ke OH MoBepuTh. .. O rocrnoau! Yto oH BbiIyMan?

— He mory ckasarb, M3M, — pa3Ben pykamu PoseHbepr. — 9 Hudero He 3Hai0 00 3ToM jene. S
BCETO JIMIIIb UCHIONHSAI0 yKa3anus. Eciu mpoOiemMa IecTBUTENBHO CYIIECTBYET, BaM HYXXHO 0OCYK-
JaTh €€ C CaMUM MUCTEpOM MakJiaxj1aHOM.

— Bbl npaBbl! — pe3ko ckazasia M3IMH M cXBaTuila co CToja JOKYMEHT. — §l Tak U czenaro.

k% %

«TeMHOBOJIOCHIT MAJIBYMK CHOBA 371€Ch», — 3aMeTiI Meppuk. Ha 3ToT pa3 oH cuien Ha KaMeH-
HOM OpoBKe Konofna. Heckonbko MecsIieB Ha3af 3[ech M0 YKa3aHMio MeppuKa CHEC/IU CTapblid KOT-
Te)K U KOPOBHUK, YTOOBI OCBOOOIUTH TUIOIMIAAKY [UIsi CTPOMTENBCTBA HOBBIX TOMOB. Ho Konozern
Meppuk Besnies octaBuTh. KamMeHIkam Hy:KHa Bof1a, 4TOObI MECHTh PacTBOP.

Manbuuk nosiBUJICS TYT HEJENo Ha3al. 3aCyHyB PyKU B KapMaHbI MaJIbTO, OH ILJIEJICS IO TPO-
MHKE K peKe, TO U JeJI0 MOJIeBasi KaMeIlK1 HOCKOM O0THHKa. KOT/IoBaH y MOAHOXKMUS X0IMa TpH-
BJIEK €ro BHUMaHUE, U OH CIIMIIKOM OJIM3KO TMOJOIIEN K Kparo.

MeppHK 1Mociai OXHOTO U3 IIOTHUKOB, CTAPOTrO CeIoro XOpTOHA, CKa3aTh MAJILUUIIKE, YTOObI
youpacs. CTpoUTeNbCTBO — BEIllb ONACHAS U STUM YacTO MPHUBJIEKAET AETEH 1 CKYUalOIIIX MOJIOABIX
JaM.

Ho maspuniika He nocnymiascs. [IpurpeBano conHbImKo. Meppuk, cOPOCHB CIOPTYK U 3aKaTaB
pyKaBa pyOaIku, yBjiekcs paboToi. 3aMeTUB HE3BAHOTO T'OCTSI, OH C pa3IpakeHUeM 3a/1yMaJICs, YTO
nenate. [locne npeaynpesxaeHus: MIbUUK JAepkaics nmoogas. [IpaBay cka3ars, TaMm, rjje OH cefuac
cuzen, AJis Hero ObUIo Majio pucka. Ho OH mpuxoaunit Ha CTpoKy He pexe MeppHka v Moimya cMOTpet
W3IATIH.

«HaBepHoe, Hy’)KHO caMOMy MPOrHaTh 0HIIA», — ogyMas Meppuk. Bapyr Majibunk, OTKMHYB
TOJIOBY, YTO-TO MOAHEC K I71a3aM. CoHIle SpKo OJIECHYIIO Ha ITPeIMETe, KOTOPBIN OH AepXkal B PyKax.

3auHTpUTrOBaHHBIN, MeppHK BhIIIE Ha 10pory. JIIOOOMBITCTBO TOMKAJIO €ro BIiEpe]l K CTapoMy
KOJIOMITY, PSITABILIEMYCSI B 3apOCIsiX cCOpHSKOB. [Tomoiins 6mmxke, Meppuk yBuien B pyKax MajlbuuKa
JOaMCKHI TeaTpaibHbIii OMHOKJIb. Ha sniie Manpbuuiku ObU10 BOCTOPXKEHHOE BhIpakeHHue. YTo-To B
KpPOBEJBHBIX pad0Tax Tak YBJEKJIO €ro, 4To OH, Ka3aJoch, HE 3aMETHJI MOosIBJIeHUs1 MeppuKa.

— DTa BBICOKAsI KOHCTPYKLIMSI HAa3bIBAETCSl MOABEMHBIM MEXaHU3M, — TUXO CKa3asl MeppHK.

Manbuuk cpasy ke OmyCTU OMHOKJIb.

— 3apaBCTBYiiTE, — CKa3aJI OH U Clie3 ¢ Koymofra. — 51 Toibko cMoTpio. YectHoe ¢itoBo. 51 6:1m3Ko
HE TO/IXOXY.

— 4 s10 3ameTnI1, — ckazan Meppuk.

OH coBepIlieHHO 3a0bLT, 9TO COOMPAJICS TIPOTHATH MAJTBUUIIIKY. 3aI0KUB PYKH 3a criuHy, Mep-
PUK pasryisabBasl MAJIbUMKA. BHICOKMI M CTPONHBIN, OH Ka3aJicsl MOYTH IOHOLIEH, HO MATKasi OKpyT-
JIOCTh JIWIIA BbIJaBajia IeTCKUi Bo3pacT. [Toxkaityil, MaTburKy He OOJIbIIe ABEHAAIIATH, & MOXKET OBbITh,
¥ TOTO MeHbIlle. MeppuK He pa3oupacs B IeTsX. Y DcMe, KeHbl Anacadpa, Oblia ABYXJIETHSISI CecTpa
Copua, permresibHast 0c00a, HOPOBUBINAS YKYCUTD JTI0O0T0. MeppuK BCsUecKu ee u3deral.

STOT MAIBYMK COBCEM HE IMOXOAWI Ha B3JOPHYIO JBYXJIETHIOIO NEBYOHKY. MeppHKa OH...
MOYTH 3anHTepecoBas. Ero 3eneHsle mia3za cCMOTpeU He 10 TofIaM Cepbe3HO, HalOMUHast Meppuky
camoro cebs1 B TaKOM BO3pacTe.

— ITogbeMHUK — 3TO cucTeMa OJIOKOB, — OSICHWIT MeppHK, yKa3aB Ha KOHCTPYKIUIO. — A 3TOT
BpaIaIIUACcI MeXaHu3M — jieOenka. Buauib, BoH Tam? OHa ToMoraeT Ham IMOoJHUMAaTh Imdep Ha
Kpbimny. Thl Korma-HuOyIbs BUAEI 310 BOMM3M?
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Mautpuuk rokavaji roJioBOu:

— Tonbko Ha pucyHKax. [ pedeckre Xpambl CTPOMIIN € IOMOIITBIO CUCTeMbI O10KOB. [Tara roBo-
PWJI, YTO TaK MOAHUMAM KOJIOHHBI IOPTUKOB, APYTUM CIIOCOOOM STOTO HEBO3MOXKHO CJIEJIaTh.

— TBoi1 mana coBepIIeHHO MpaB, — ckazan Meppuk. OH 3aMeTHJT Ha KaMEHHOM orpaje KOloAla
MaJICeHbKUH anbOoM. — A 4urto y TeOs Tam? Pucynku? Hazneroch, TH HE yKpal MOW CTPOHTEbHBIE
CeKpeTh?

B mazax mManbuvKa BCIIBIXHYJIA TPEBOTa.

— H-ner, cap, — oTBeTHI OH. — §I KOE-4TO 3aprUCOBaJl, HO KpacTh He COOMpaICS..

— Hy-ny, g nourytwui, — ckazan Meppuk. — Ho nonospeBaio, ApyKHILE, 4TO Thl y KOrO-TO CTa-
I STOT TeaTPaIbHbI OUHOKJIb.

3anuBIIMCh KPACKOM, MaJb4MK OIYCTHUII T'OJIOBY.

— U KoMy ke OH NpUHAJIEKUT? — MOMHTEpecoBajics Meppuk.

— Moeii. .. Moeit Mame, — IPOMSIMJTIUT MaJIb4uMK, He OTPBIBAsI IJ1a3 OT MbUIbHBIX OOTUHOK. — Ho
s €ro He CTaIllWI, a IPOCTO B35UT HA BpeMs.

Bort oHo uro. [TpoGremsl ¢ Mamariieit Mepprka He MHTEPECOBAJIM, YTOOBI CMEHUThH TEMY, OH
B3sUT aJIbOOM.

— MoOXHO MHE TOCMOTPETh?

— H-ner, cap, — pe3ko BCKMHYI rojioBy MainbuuK. — He Hago. Tam HeT HUYEro MHTEpPeCHoro,
npaBaa. Tak, HAOPOCKH.

MeppHK, yIbIOHYBIIHCH, OTKPBLT a1b00M. C M3yMJIeHHEM OH MeJIIEHHO NepeBOpavYMBall CTpa-
HUIIBL. DTO ObLIM He AeTCKUE 3a0aBbl, KOTOPbIE OH OKUJIAN YBUAETD, & XOPOIIIO MPOPAOOTaHHBIE ApXH-
TEKTYpHBIE 9CKU3bl U HAOPOCKU (pacajoB. Y MOJIOABIX apXUTEKTOPOB, padOTalOIIUX B €ro (pupme,
MIOPO# BBIXOAMJIO XYyke, Mpr3Hait Meppuk. HekoTopbie puCyHKH MO-HACTOSIIIEMY XOPOIIX. BbuT TYT
BeCbMa IMOXOXKUW mopTper Puamy. [TaBHBI KaMEHIIMK JIOBKO MoAOpocuil Kupnud. MoxHO ObUIO
pasmIsAAeTh y37I0BaThie naiblibl PUiiu, mepoxoBarslie Kpast KUpIUYa U Jaxke pacTBOp, TOTOBBIN CBa-
JIUTHCS C MACTEPKa.

Ha npyrom pucynke Meppuk yBuzen cedst — IIMPOKO pacCTaBUB HOTH, OH OalaHCUpPOBaJ Ha
BBICOKOH Oasike. MeppHK XOpOIIO MOMHIJI TOT A€Hb. TP WM YeThipe AHS Ha3ajJ OH BCKapaOKascs
Ha KpHIIYy, [Ie YCTaHaBIMBaIM cTpormia. OH ciesiall 3TO TONBKO IS TOro, YTOOb! paboyre MOHSIIH,
YTO OH CIIOCOOCH TOIHSITHCSI HaBEePX — 10 KPaiHel Mepe B CYXYIO MOroy, KOraa Hora He OeCIOKOUT
ero, — ¥ MpoBepHUTh UX padoTy. O ero HeOMOTAaHUSIX HUKTO He JA0rabIBajics. MeppuK XOTeJI, 9TOObI
BCE 3HAJIM, YTO OT HErO He YKPOETCsl camasi MajieInas MorpelrHoOCTh 1ake Ha BBICOTE CEMUIECATH
yToB Hag 3emuieil.

Ha pucynke Meppuk kecToM yKa3bIBaJl IUIOTHUKY Ha coefrHenue crponwi. Ero numo Osu1o
n300pakeHo B PO HIIb, B3MJIsA] XOJIO/EH U CypoB. MeppHK Toraa He 3aMeTHII MAJIbUMKa U HaJesyics,
YTO TOT HE CJIBIIIAJ €0 BEChMa KOJIOPUTHBIX BBHICKA3bIBAHUI U YKA3aHU.

Ha nocneHeii crpanwiie anbOoMa Obl1a M300pakeHa MOJHUMAIOIIAsICS 110 XoIMy yaura. Heko-
TOpBIE JOMa U KPBIIIK OTJIMYAIUCH OT pealbHbIX. MabuuK BHEC B THUIIOBBIE AOMa pa3HOOOpasue:
KpHIIIa ¢ KOHBKOM Ha OJIHOM, PUYYJTUBbIE (DPOHTOHBI HA IPYroM, (ppaHIly3cKas MaHcapaa Ha Tpe-
ThEM.

— Kak s BuKy, Mou KpbIii TeOe He HpaBsATCs, — cKazan MeppHK, Mpsiya YibIOKy.

Manpuuk ogHsI OOHO IUIEYO.

— Ecimu 651 cTpownt s, To caenan Obl Tak, — OTBETHII OH. — MHe Obl He XOTeJIOCh, YTOOBI IoMa
ObLI COBEPILIEHHO OIMHAKOBBIMHU.

— Ho 3Ta oguiHakoBOCTb J1a€T XOPOIIYI0 9KOHOMHUIO, — OOBSICHUI MeppuK. — DTO MO3BOJISIET
HaM Pa3yMHO KCIOJIb30BaTh JOPOTYI0 3eMJII0 U 3aKyNaTh Mareprasbl OONbIMMU naptusimu. LleHa
MHOTO 3HAUMT JIaXKe It OOraThIX JIIOJIEH.

— IpaBna? — Manbumk, Ka3ajaoch, yAUBUICS.
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— Ha, 1 ecm THI COOMpAeIbesl CTaTh APXUTEKTOPOM, TO, TIOKATyHCTa, TOMHH 00 9TOM. BhImyck-
HUKYU YHUBEPCUTETOB 3a4acCTyI0 BUTAIOT B OOJIaKaXx.

Manbuuk paccMmesiicsl, 1 HA MTHOBEHHE CEpbe3HOE BHIPAKEHUE UCUYE3JIO C ero JIMIIA.

— Kak 1e06s 30ByT? — cipocut Meppuk.

— Ixedpd, — orBeTr1 MasbuuK. — [Ixeddpu Apuapa.

— A g muctep MakJiaxJial, — nojgaji emy pyky Meppuk.

— BrI crpoute yto-HHOYAb, KPOME JOMOB? — CHOBA CTaB CEPhE3HBIM, TOCMOTPEJ Ha HEro MaJib-
YHK.

MeppHk nogHs1 OpOBH.

— Mosi KOMIaH¥s CTPOUT JIOPOTH U KJIIET TPOTYaphl, — CKa3as OH. — §] 3aHMMaloCh MPOU3BOI-
CTBOM MEJIHBIX TPYyO, a HEIaBHO 3aBJaJiesl KUPIUYHBIM 3aBOJIOM. 1 MOTy MPOIOIKUTH, HO Thl BeIb
HE 3TO UMen B BUuay?

MaibumK nokayas rojoBOM:

— Her, 51 xoTen ckazartb, Bbl cTpouTe YTO-HUOYb apyroe? LlepkBu, OaHKM WM. .. WK, MOXKET
OBITh, TBOPIIHI?

Meppuk yabIOHYyCS.

— Her, Hu otHOTO BOPILIA 51 HE TOCTPOWII, — MpU3HAJICS OH. — Ho Korza st ObUT MOIOABIM, TO MPO-
eKTUPOBAJI paTyIId U MHOKECTBO KPAaCHBBIX JOMOB B MpOBUHIIMHK. HekoTopbie n3 HUX ObUTH OOJIb-
I11e, KaK JBOPIIBL.

Jluiio masbumka BIpyr nodnenHeso. Kazanock, oH yke HUYEro He ciblmai. JKuBbie 3elieHbIe
171432 MIOMEPKJIN, B3IV CTaJl IMYCTHIM. MeppHK UCITyTascs, YTO y HEroO SMIJICTITHUECKUI PUTIAIOK.
— Hxeddpu! — OH 1eroHbKO TPOHYJ MaJIbuMKa 3a Tiedo. — Yto ciyuunocs, xeddpu?

[TpornoTyB KOM B ropiie, MaJIbuMK MOAHSLI I1a3a. CTpaHHbIe YyBCTBA OTPA3UIIMCH HA €O JIHILIE.
Crpax? Buna?

— INombeMHuK, C3p, — XpUILIO cKa3an oH. — Kanar... Oxun O10K. .. OH... magaer.

—UYro? — MeppHK npucesn 1 CMOTpeJl MAJIbUMKY B IM1a3a. — ke dpu, 4To Thl XOUelllb cKa3aTh?

Manb4uK MpOMIMBITHYJI MUMO HETro U ogdekal K Kpaio, He OTpbIBas I71a3 OT CTPOUKH.

— IMagaer! — moBTOpwI OH. — Jliomu. .. CkaxuTe JIIOASAM, YTOOBI OHU ceivac ke OTOILIH !

JlorHaB MabuMKa, MeppuK CXBaTWII €ro 3a IJIEYH U TIOBEPHYJI JIUIIOM K cele.

— Hxeddpu, uto Thl roBopullib? OTKy/A Thl 3HACIIIL?

BpoBu MasbuMKa COIUIUCH Ha IEPEHOCHIIE.

—4... s BUEN 3T0 B OMHOKJIb! — KpUKHYJT OH. — 51 3a0bu1. 320611 ckazath. [loxkamyiicra! [Toxa-
ayicra!!! Ilpukaxute um yiuTu!

Meppuk 6ombiiie He pazgymbiBai. OH Opocuics Yepes Iopory, Ha XOy OTaaBasi MpHKa3 Mmpo-
paoy:

— Kemmu, 6icTpo B cropony! Ounctuts miomanky! Murom!

Kenm mocmotpen Ha Mepprka Kak Ha 0e3yMHOT0, HO OH TIPUBBIK CJIETIO TIOMYUHSITHCS X035~
uHy. OTTONKHYB paboyero oT MOgbeMHUKA, MPOopad MpHKa3al BceM OTONTH. Yepe3 MrHOBeHHE Ha
CTPOMIUIOIIAIKE CJIOBHO a1 pa3Bep3cs. CKpekeT Lieneil 1 MeTasla pa3pe3asl BO3AyX, [IOTOM MOCIIbI-
masicst Tpeck. Konteiinep ¢ mmudgepom Ha BbICOTe TATHAECAT (PyTOB AEPHYJICA pa3, IPYrol U pyXHYI
BHU3, 3a/ieB Kpai kpeim. [[ludep, MeqHbie BOTOCTUBHI, OOPHIBKY KAHATOB U TIeTIEH, KYCKU KapHU3a
1 OQJIKM CMEPTOHOCHBIM I'PAJIOM CHIITAJTUCh BHU3, CJIOBHO 3eMJIsI COOPOTHYJIACh OT 3eMJIETPSICEHUSI.

Y Meppuka cepaiie roToBO ObLIO BRICKOUMTDH U3 Tpyau. OH nogdexan k Kemm.

— Boske MutocTuBsIi! — mporenTai mpopad, KpecTsAch ApokKaiieid pyKowu.

Meppuk cxaij ero Iiedo.

— Bce xuBbi?

Kesu OpICTpO B3MISAHYI HA KYUKY CIPYAMBIIMXCS JIIOZIEH.

— Ia, Bce. — B ero rosnoce ckBo3uio oosneryenue. — ['ociogu! Yto ciyumocs?
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— YTO-TO MCHOPTWIIOCH B MEXaHWU3ME, — CKa3al MeppuK, KMBHYB B CTOPOHY CBOOOIHOTO
yuacTka. — MajiburK yBHIET 9TO B TeaTpaIbHbI OMHOKIIb.

Kesnmm GecrioMoIHo cMOTpes Ha Hero.

— 3HauuT, MaJpuuIIKa? — TPOHYJa MeppuKa 3a IUIe4O CTapblil IUIOTHUK XOPTOH. — A Mbl
AyMaJii, MUCTep MakJiaxJial, 4To Bbl BeJIeJIM ero npordath! — OH TO JIM XPUILIO paccMesics, TO JIn
3au1esicsl B YaXOTOYHOM Kailuie, MeppuK HUKOTAA HE MOT 3TOrO ONPEAEUTb.

Hagepxy ¢ OesibiMu Kak MeJT JIMIAMU 3aCThUTH KPOBEJIBITUKH. Y MOAEMHUKA COOpaIUCh pado-
yrie. CHSB IIANKW, OHM CMOTPEJX Ha Kydy IIeOHs Tak, CJIOBHO IO HEel Jieasl OMUH U3 UX TOBApH-
mieii. Ho HukTo He moctpagait. Y 3a 310 Hajgo 61aronqaputh MaJlburKa.

Meppuk nomes 06paTHO K CTApOMY KOJIOAILY, HO MAJIbUUK YKe YIIed.

OavH U3 My)KUYMH, KOTIABIIIUX COCEIHUN KOTIIOBAH, IMOTHSLI T'OJIOBY.

— BoH oH, ¢3p, — ckazan padounii. — [Tobesnen Kak MoJOTHO U OBICTPO TIOIIEN K JIePEBHE.

— Buxy, — otBetunn Meppuk. — Criacu6o.

W Bce-Taku oH no1iesn k crapomy Konofiy. Heckonbko MUHYT OH IIPOCTO CTOSUT TaM, I/ B €70
DIyOMHY ¥ 33/[yMYMBO MOTHpas nepeHocutly. [a, on 6narogapes mayburky. Ho nouemy manpuminka
Tak 10aro Monyan? Cyas Mo ero naHuke, OH MOHMMaJl 3Hau€HHe TOro, YTo 3aMETHIL.

Co B310XOM Meppuk MOBEpHYJICs, COOMpasich YIUTH, HO HOCOK €ro camora ynepcs BO 4To-
TO TBepaoe. Cpe/u IMCThEeB MIaBes JieKall TeaTpasibHblil OMHOKIIB. TlogaBmmcs nopeiBy, Meppuk
HAKJIOHWICS ¥ TIOJHST ero. « BUHOKIIb JOpOoroi», — pelmi OH, MOKauuBasi ero Ha pyke. Pagu vHTe-
peca OH MOJHEC €ro K Ila3aM M MOBEpHYJICA K cTporike. OH pa3misiibiBaj TOJILY, Y3HaBas Kaka0ro
u3 pabounx. Ho yBuaETh C TAKOTO paccTOSHMS MEpeTeplIMiicsl KaHaT Ha ToabeMHUKe. .. Het, 310
HEBO3MOXKHO.

MeppHK OITyCTHIJI OUHOKJIb. «Y MJIBUUIIKK OTIMYHOE 3pEeHHe», — HEOXOTHO Tpu3Haj oH. Ha
HEro caMoro B TPUJLATh IAATh JIET BpEMEHaMH Hamajall, Kak eMy Ka3aJloch, HEIYT, CBOICTBEHHBIN
MOKUJIOMY BO3pacTy, 1 MeppHK Kynui cebe OUKH.

BepHyBiIMCh HA MECTO MPOUCLIECTBUSA, OH BeJiesl YOITep3y OMYCTUTh MOABEMHHUK U OCMOT-
peTh ero. Meppuk MpeKpacHoO 3HaJI, KOMY MOPYYUTh 1es10. Tpoe My UHH yxke pazoupair 0OJTOMKH
mmdepa, mpoBepsisl, YTO U3 HUX MOKHO MCTIOb30BaTh. HaBepxy OGonTanack gocka kapHusa. Ckopee
BCEro JI0 HACTYIUIEHUS] TEMHOTHI €€ 3aMEHSIT.

«DBorbliie 31eck Heuero aenaTh», — petii Mepprk. DTo ObLT ONACHBIN CUTHAM, HO TETeph Mopa
aBurarecs ganeine. M ¢ DBaH30M NpeCTOUT BCTpeua ¢ JAenbloM U3 ['puHBHYA, 3aHUMAIOIIMMCS
3eMeJIbHBIMH yyacTKaMu. BpeMsi 1 MOPCKOH MPUIJIMB — HE TOBOPS ke O OM3HeCe — HUKOTO He KIyT.
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I'maBa 6
He munosamwv nocae 3amuwvs 0ypu

Kyuepy MpaamuH aBaxpl NPHUIIUIOCh OCTAHABIMBATBCS M CIIPAIIMBATh AOPOrY K KOHTOpE
mucrepa Maksaxyana. HakoHell oHM nogbexaiy K OONbIIOMY BHYIUMTEIBHOMY 3/1aHMIO, PACIIONo-
’KEHHOMY Ha IPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOM KOHIIE JiepeBHI. OHO MOXOIMIIO Ha YBEJIMUYESHHYIO KOMHUIO ee Oyy-
IIEro AoMa.

BHyTpH naxJio yepHuIaMH ¥ IOYEMY-TO CBEKMMU JIOCKaMU. V3 KOMHATBhl B KOMHATY, BBEPX U
BHU3 110 IIMPOKOH JIECTHULIE CHOBAJIM KJIEPKU U KONTUPOBLIMKH. Hukomy He ObL10 enia 1o Maaius. U
HUKTO He Mor el noMo4b. Muctep MakJiaxJiaH He UIMeeT PUBBIYKHM PAa3rOBapyUBaTh C NOKYNATEAMMU.
1M 3aHnMaercst PozeHOepr.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB YeJIOBEK MOXOKMI Ha ABOPELIKOTO pelul MpoBecTH MaIvH HaBepX, B KaOu-
HeT mucTepa Makuaxiana. OHa NOIHANACh BCJe] 32 HUM Ha JIBa IpoJjieTa JIECTHUIIbL. B kaxaom
yIiy, B KQXA0W HUIIE paboTau JIOOU. 3a JI0CKaMH Ha BBICOKMX TaOypeTax CHIEIM YepPTeKHUKH.
Jlpyrue CKJIOHMIMCh Hajl OOJIBIIMMHE CTOJIAMH, 3aBAJICHHBIMU OyXTaJITepCKMMU KHUraMu. B ogHoM 13
KOPHIOPOB JIeKaM HEKpaIlleHble BRIPE3aHHbIEe 3yOlaMu JOCKH, PSIOM CTOsUIa KOp3WHA C AETAIsIMU
otaesku. Bee 310 Kazanock MaiuH crpaHHbiM. OHa HUKOTA B )KM3HU HE BUZIE/IA HUYETro MOJOOHOTO.

Ee ocraBuim xnpath B Oombiiom kadbunere. CTeHbl ObUIM OOIIUTHI JePEeBSHHBIMU TaHEISIMU,
rapMOHMPOBABIIMMY C TIPEKPACHO MeOesbI0 KPACHOTO JIepeBa M TAKUM K€ MUCBMEHHBIM CTOJIOM
OrpPOMHBIX pa3MepoB. CTOSBILUE Y CTEHbI HAMOJIbHBIE Yachl B BHICOKOM MHKPYCTUPOBAaHHOM by T/IsIpe
AENCTBOBAIM Ha HEPBbl MOHOTOHHBIM TUKAHbEM.

He B cocrosiHuM OT BOJHEHMs yCHIETh Ha MecTe, M3IJIMH BCKOYMJIA C Kpecia U MpOILIaCh
10 KOMHaTe, pas3riisblBasi KHWKHbIC MOJNKH M KMBOMKUCH. KapTuHbI OOMbINeN 4acThio ObLIA OYeHb
cTapble ¥ OYeHb KpacuBble. «/TanbssHCKME U rOJUIaHACKUe», — pernia oHa. Ha Oydere Ha Tshkenom
cepeOpsIHOM TOJIHOCE CTOSIT MCKpAIIMiics rpaduH, YKpallleHHbI YHUKAJIbHON pe3bOoil, B OKpYyxKe-
HUM ILIECTH TaKKX K€ CTakaHOB. be3 coMHeHus, XxpycTalib ¢ ocTpoBa MypaHo. M31JIMH rOpbKO CKpU-
BWJIa poT. MeppuK Bcera oTmyascs Oe3ynpedHbIM BKYCOM U TeTephb, TIOX0XKeE, MOT MO3BOJUTD cede
camoe Jiyyllee.

CneBa ot crona Obuta y3kas asepb. IlonaaBimck nopbiBy, M3UIMH OTKpbLIa €€ U 3aryisHy.Ia
BHYTPb. B Temiom Bo3ayxe BUTaJI MbAHALIMN MyKCKOH 3anax. OMmycTUB pecHULbl, M3UIMH 11y00KO
B3/[IOXHYJI4, OT/IaBasiCh BO BJIACTh HAXJIBIHYBIIMX BOCIOMMHAHUWI. 3amax KallTaHa U 4ero-to ele,
PE3KOro M NpsHOro, Apa3sHWUJ ee Ho3Apu. M 3a BceM 3TMM — e/1Ba YJIOBUMBII apoMar, MpUCYILUii
TOJIKO MeppuKy. MaliH MTHOBEHHO y3Halla ero. Y3Hasa Tenepb, Kak y3HaBaia Bcerga. O, kak
’KECTOKa MaMsTh, OHA KaJUT KaK OCTpUE KUHXKaJA.

Mp>1H 0XBAaTHIIO UCKYILLIEHUE MOJAOUTH K Y3KOM KpPOBAaTH, OTKMHYTh IMOKPbIBAJIA U BIOXHYTh
apoMaT MPOCTHIHU. DTOT 3arax OHAa TOXE XOPOIIO MOMHMIA. OT BOCIIOMHUHAHUI KPOBb OpOCHIIACH
eil B muo. PaccepnuBiuuck Ha cebs, M3UIMH 3aXJIONHY/IA IBEPh U MPHUCIOHWIACH K HEH CIUMHOM,
IIPUKaB PYKH K TEIUIOMY JIEPEBY.

B s10T HenoaxoAAImMI MOMEHT Oe3 BCSKOro IpeayIpexeHus Boien Meppuk, 1 'y Hee repe-
XBaTwjIo ApixaHue. OH He cpa3y 3ametrs1 MaauH. Tlofnoiins K crony, oH OpocKil Ha HETO HAOUTHIN
OymaraMu yepHslii optdesb. 3aayMaBInch, MeppHk MpoBeJ O BOJIOCaM KPAaCUBOM PYKOM € TUH-
HBIMU NasibliaMu. HemsmMeHHOe KOJTbLo-TIeuaTka OJIeCHYIIO B JIydaX COJHIIA, TPOOUBABIIMXCS CKBO3b
OKHO.

MbaaivH KaluisHyaa, 1 Meppuk TyT ke MoBepHyI rojoBy. OHa He MOIJIa OHATh BbIPAXKEHHUS
ero uua. Yro sro? O6mneryenrie? Pagocts? Ho uTo ObI 3TO HU OBLIO, OHO OBICTPO CMEHHMJIOCH Mpay-
HBIM B3IJISIIOM.

— M>suH, — THXO0 ckazan MeppHk. — Pagu Bcero cBATOro, 4ro 310 3Ha4UT?
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OHa CNOKOMHO TOJIOKUIIA Ha CTOJT IOTOBOP, KOTOPBIN J1an ei PoseHoepr.

— JIefiCTBUTEIIBHO, UTO ITO 3HAUMT? — MPOOOpMOTAasia oHa. — Bamn muctep Pozenbepr nan Mmue
3TO CEroAHs.

MeppHK MOHSIT KPacHBYIO OPOBb.

— OH 3aciy’KuBaeT MOJIHOTO JI0BEpUSI.

OT ero X010qHOro BEICOKOMEpHs MaiH 3atpsiciio.

— Kak BbI cmeete, muctep Maknaxnian? — Ee ronoc aposkain ot sipoctu. — Kak Bbl cMeeTe BMe-
IIIMBAThCS B MOM JIMUHBIE fieyia? 3abepuTe 9T0 Hazaj. 51 9TOro He MpUMYy, CIIBIIIHTE?

MeppHK MMeN HarIoCTh YIBIOHYThCsI, HO I71a3a €r0 OCTABAIUCH XOJIOIHBIMU.

— Mucrtep Maknaxiian? Bot kak? — cka3an oH. — Kak ke Tak, Mammu?! Msl ogau. Mosxkenb
OCTaBUTh CBOM XUTPOCTH.

— Teniepb BbI 1J1s1 MEHSI HUKTO! — BbIMAJIWJIa OHA. — Y Bac HET MpaBa pacCKa3bIBaTh MOCTOPOH-
HUM, YTO BBl UMeeTe KO MHE OTHOIIECHHE.

— 4 tBOIT MyX, — mapupoBan MeppHk. — XOoTs s He ynoMsiHy/1 00 3ToM (akte Pozenbepry. U
MOKa MBI JKEHaThl, 3aKOH TpeOyeT, YToObI s odecrieunBal Te0si, Xouy s TOr0 UM HeT.

— Bbl MHe He myxk! — KpuKkHYyna MauiuH. — Moit Myk ymep, ciabiiunre? [Ipekpature MyuuTh
MEHS.

O06oiinist cTol, MeppyK OCTaHOBUJICS Tiepej] HEel.

— Tsl nOHATHSA HE UMeellb, YTO TaKOE HacTosiue MydeHusi, Moz, — [onoc ero ObL1 myra-
fo11e cokoiHbIM. — Kem Obl HI Tipuxonuicst TeOe jopa becceTTt, oH, HECOMHEHHO, TeOe He MYK.

Y MapyuH 3aapokai pyku. MeppHK cTosit ciuikoM 01m3ko. Ero mykckasi cuiia u Kkpacorta
BCEI/la OUIEJIOMJISII €e.

— MBpiI coBepimm omuoKy, MeppHk, — poienTaia oHa. — [loToponuiuck, caenany riiynocTh
¥ TIOTOM moxkasenn o6 stom. [loxanmyiicta, mycTb 9TO OCTaHeTcss B IpouuioM. MHe Tenepb HalIo0
OyMath O peOcHKe.

Ero xpacuBblii poT CKpPUBHIJICS B IIPE3PUTEIILHON YCMEIIIKE.

— Tol cTeiguibest MeHst, MammuH? — cripocrt oH. — ThI cTana crapiie u ObICTPO MOyMHeNa, He
Tak Jin? CKOJIBKO THI XkaJjiesia, 9To CBsA3aJia CBOK CyAbOy ¢ HUIIUM moTiaHaieM? J{Heu necars?

— Jla kak TbI cMeelb?! — MamH cooOpasuiia, YTo W30 BCEX CHJT pa3MaxHyach, TOJIBKO KOT/a
Meppuk cxBaTujI €€ 3a 3aIsCTbe.

OH pe3Ko epHYJI ee, OYTH NPHKaB K cede, U OHAa TIOYyBCTBOBAJIA JKap €ro Teja.

— CwMmero, MagaM, — POLIEANII OH CKBO3b 3yOBI, TIOUTH Kacasich Ty0amu ee pra. — S 3aratun
3a 3TO KPOBBIO CBOETO CepLa.

— Kaxkoro cepana? — BckpukHyaa MaaimuH. — Y Te0st ero Her!

Meppuk nprkan ee Kk cede, Tpyab B Ipy/ib.

— Ha, s 3TO ciblmai, — OTBETWI OH, YXBAaTUBIIMCH PYKOHM 3a €€ I00KH, CIOBHO COOMpAJICS
3agpath UX. — Ho y MeHs ecTh keHa. biarogapu Bora, Most moporasi, 4to s He 3aramun 1eds B
criasibHIO. $1 OBl AaJT BHIXOJ CBOMM TPHHAAATHIIETHUM CTPAJAAHUSIM MEkly TBOUX JUIMHHBIX IPEJIeCT-
HBIX HOT.

— Tonbko nonpoOyii! — mpormnena Mo, — [ 3akpudy! MeHst BeCh IOM YCIIBIIIAT.

— IoxanyiicTa, HUKTO Ha 3TO M BHUMAHUS HE OOpAaTUT, Y HUX €CTh JeJa IOBaKHee.

ITocmotpes Ha Meppuka, ManimH nporiotusa KoM B ropiie. ['ocrionu, o ropoput npasny. Ero
rojtyOble IJ1a3a ropesii, HO3IpY pa3iyBajiCh, JbIXaHUE CTaIO XpUILIbIM. CMMBOJ HEOTIPOBEPKHUMOTO
MYKCKOTO BO30Y:XIE€HHSI, TPUKATBIN K €€ )KUBOTY, CTAHOBHJICS BCE KpeIJe.

— Ja, MamuH, 51 xouy Te0s1, — npusHajcss Meppuk. — Tebe 3to npusaTao? Tel cuacTiiuBa, 4To
s emle crpajato? Yro ckaxers, foporas? B moctenb wim Her? OOBIYHO THI yMOJIsLIa MEHsI 00 STOM.
PasBe ne nomuwuiin?

M>sumH 3axMypuiachk. bBoxke, mpaBblil, oHa MoMHUIIAa. BBOs ee B elrie Oosbliiee UCKYIIIEHNHE,
MeppHK IpoBes pyKo# 1o ee OeApy, MEJUICHHO U HEYMOJIMMO 3aKHrasi OrOHb kenanust. OHa 4yB-
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CTBOBaJIa CKBO3b IJIOTHYIO TKaHb €ro OPIOK HAIpSTIIeecs MyKCKOe €CTECTBO, CHITy €ro PyK, JKakK1y
B €ro MPUKOCHOBEHUSIX. .. B Kakoe-To 6e3yMHOe MrHOBeHHe M3TiH roToBa Oblla PeIIUThCS.

Hert! Henb3st coBepiuth HOBYIO TJIyTHOCTb.

— Y6epu pyku, Meppuk, — mpoienTaia oHa. — 51 He TBOSI.

OH nocMoTpes Ha Hee ¢ elle OOJIBIIMM IPEe3PEHUEM U OTTOJIKHYIL.

— 51 He B3s1 OB TEOs1, 1aXe ecay Obl Ha 3eMJIe IPYTHX KEHIIMH He 0CTaIoCh, — CKa3as OH. — ]
Obl He 10CTaBWII TeOe YIOBOJIbCTBHUSI, BEPOJIOMHAS 3Mesl.

M>uuH otmiatHynack. Eil ka3aiock, 4To OHa TepsieT pa3yM.

— 4 He xouy Tebs1, — mporoBopuIia oHa, yoe:xaas camy cedsi. — He xody. Thi Oosbliie MHE HE MYX.

MeppHk HeOpe:KHO MOAHSIT OTHO TIIEYO.

— 41 HuKOTIA HE oIpoBepraJl TBOIO JIOXKb U BIpeab He Oymy. Ho 3Haii, MaamH, Thl MOs keHa.
INepen Borom 1 mepen JIMIIOM 3aKOHA Thl MOSI JK€Ha M BCeT/ia €0 Oy/Ielb.

Ee raza b1 MPUKOBAHBI K €r0 KPACUBOMY, NMPE3PUTENILHO CKPUBUBIIEMYCS PTY.

— 3TO TH BOCHOJIB30BAJICS 3aKOHOM, Korja TeOe 3To ObLJIO BBITOAHO! — mapupoBaia oHa. — U
OBICTPO OTBEPT MEH:, KOT/Ia MOSIBUIACh BO3MOXHOCTB MOTYYUTh TPUOBLIB.

MeppHK MeIJICHHO TIOBEpPHYJICA K HEld, €ro JIMLIO ObLJI0 HEMPOHUIIAEMbIM.

— {1 Hukoraa He oTBeprai Teds1, MUNH, — XpHUILIo ckaszas oH. — Hukoraa. O yeM Tbl TOBOpHIIIL ?

M>amH HeyBEpEHHO 3aMOopraa.

— 06... 06 anHyIATIMK Opaka, — ckazana oHa. — O merprax. O MoeM MpUIaHOM.

— He Obut0 HUKaKOW aHHYJISAILMN, — MEJIJICHHO MOKadJasl TojoBoid Meppuk. — $1 3HaTh HUYEro
HE 3HAI0 HU O KAKUX JIeHbIaX.

— Jloxs! — Cepptie MOJIOTOM 3aCTy4asio B rpyau MamivH.

Meppuk cHOBa OTCTYNWJ Ha3aj.

— Jla, noxb, — ckazaj oH. — 1 B 3Tom He comHeBaioch. Ho Obloch 00 3aKiiajl, 3TO JIOKb TBOETO
OTLA, & HE MOS.

Ecnu oH skent, To Xopomid. MaiivH NO4yBCTBOBAIA, UYTO 3€MJISl YTOOUT y HEE U3-TI07 HOT.

—Torna ckaxu MHe. .. — OHa ¢ XpUIIOM BTsIHYJ1a BO31yX. — Thl yTBEp:KAaelllb, YTO HE pacTopra
Hari 6pak?

Meppuk U3yMIIEHHO CMOTpEJI Ha Hee.

— Kak s mor sto caenats? — cripocus OH. — M3[UIMH, Mbl AaJid KJIATBY. Mbl CKpenuim ee
HaIlMMU TeJlaMu. BcrioMHw, Thl yxke He Oblia neBcTBeHHMLer! Kakue y Hac MOru ObITh IPUYMHBI
1ist aHHyJsmu Opaka? [oxoske, KTO-TO M3 HAC COIIeN C yMa. . .

— 51 HaumHAatO TyMaTh, YTO THI. — MIUIMH B OTYASHUM TTOKAYaia rolioBoit. — f Tebe He Bepio.

— A s He Bepio Tebe! — orpe3an Meppuk. — PactoprayTs Opak mocie Toro, 4o Mbl BMECTE
coBepvin? Kakoit 6e3M0311blii 00JIBaH MOBEPHT, YTO 3TO BO3MOKHO? Thl cCUunTaeIih MEHS KPYIJIbiM
Iypakom?

Boxe, oH roBoput Tak yoeautenbHo! KpoBb OTXJIbIHY/A OT Juiia MaminH. Y KaMuHA CTOSLT
KO’KaHbI{ TMBaH. YXBAaTUBIIKCH 32 CIIMHKY, OHA ClieJlasla HeCKOIbKO 11aroB. CuibHas pyka Meppuka
MOJIJIepKaia ee, He JaBasi CIIOTKHYThCS, 1 M3UIMH OIyCTUIACh HA CU/IEHbBE.

Tocrionu! Boske mpaseiii! He MoxeT 3Toro ObITh. .. KoMHaTa BOpyT Momibuia y Hee repej ri1a-
3aMu, 1 M3ivH npoBaiuiack B TeMHOTY. ONyCTUBIINCH HAa KOJIEHO, MeppuK MSTKO pacThpal eu
PYKy. Maa1H ouyBCTBOBasa, Kak €ro 'rHEB CMEHWIICS APYTUMU SMOLIMSAMMU.

— ManmH, uto oH Tebe ckazan? — Kazanoce, Meppuk gaBusics cioBamu. — Yto Ixeccor cka-
3a1 Tede 0060 MHe?

M>UIMH HEBUAAIINM B3IVISAOM CMOTpEJIa B CTEHY.

— 51 ux Buzena, — OMyCTOIIEHHO CKa3aia oHa. — f... s Bugena 6ymaru. TBOWO MOAIHUCE.

— Kakue Oymarn? — MeppuKk B3siJ1 ee JIMII0 B CBOY JIAZIOHU U TOBEpHYII K ceOe. — Kakue Oymarwy,
Mspnun?
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— AHHYJSIMIO, — CKa3asia OHa. — [IBe WM TPH CTPAHUIIBL. .. C TIEYaThlo, CBEPHYTHIE B TPYOKY U
nepeBsi3aHHble JieHTor. Y Tl nognucan ux, Meppuk. [1ana mHe nokasbisait.

[TpunrypuBnMch, OH MOKaYyal roJ0BOK.

— MbaanuH, Kak BHIVISAUT MOsI IOAIUCH?

—4... 1 He MOMHIO.

— Tbl HE MOKelIb ee TOMHUTb, [IOTOMY UYTO BUJEJIA €€ TOIBKO pa3, — OTBETHII MeppHK, — Korjaa
s IOANKCHIBAJT perucTpanuio 6paka B I'perna-I'pun. Tol cMoTpena Ha Moo pyKy? Thl 3TO MOMHUIIIB?

M>aMH NporIoTrsia KOM B roplie.

— Her... He OMHIO, — IpU3HaIAach OHA. — S1... g Tak BOJHOBAJIACh. PazBe MbI UTO-TO MOAIHUCHI-
Banm? [lymaio, nomxHsl Obuti. Ho mama ckazasn, yro Opak pactoprayT. OH CKa3as, 4To ThI 9TOTO XOTeJ.

Meppuk cxail ee pyKu:

— A T8I 3TOrO X0TeNna, Mammu?

Ona MoT4a KMBHYJIa, CJIE3bI CTOSUIM B €€ IJla3ax.

— 41 coBepmmiia omubKy, Meppuk, — mporientana oHa. — MHe OblJIo BCcero ceMHaauarh. 51 He
3HaJa, KaKk YCTPOEH MUP.

Cuutel octaBum Mepprika. OH CHOBa TOMyBCTBOBAJI Ce0s1 BBHITTOTPOIIIEHHBIM, OITYCTOILICHHBIM.
Beponomctpo [Ixkeccona ero He yausuiio. OH mo3Hat Hpas oTiia MauimH Ha coOcTBeHHOH 1mKype. Ho
Meppuka Beera nopaxajo HOJIHOE OTCYTCTBUE peluuTeNbHOCTA Y MaminH. OH HUKOTAa He TyMal,
YTO KM3Hb U poHbIe Ma1IiH OyAyT JJACKOBBI K HUM. A OHa BepuJa B 310? O4eBuHO, Aa. Bo Besakom
clly4ae, OHa He OblIa TOTOBA TUIEUOM K TUIeUy C HUM MPeOA0JeBaTh TSATOTH KU3HU.

— Mm Bce emie keHatbl, M3[UIMH, — cKa3all OH TYCKJIbIM rosiocoM. Kazanoce, cioBa num u3
rIyOHH ycrajnoro cepaia. — M ocranemcst cynpyramu o CMEpTH.

— He roBopu Tak! — BOCKJIMKHYJ1a OHA. — § 3TOr0 HE BhiHECY! A OTKa3zasach ot Bcero, Meppuk.
Most KU3Hb... BCE 3T TOAIBL. .. PaJy Yero?

OH norbITajICs CHOBA B3AITh €€ 3a PYKYy, HO M3[JIMH OTTOJIKHYJIA €ro.

— Her! — ckazana ona. — {1... y meHs pe6enok, Meppuk. OH — eAMHCTBEHHOE, pagyl 4ero s
xuBy. OH 111 MeHsI Bce. He MOXeT ObITh... HET, s HUKOT/Ia He TIOBEPIO, UTO ... s mpemodoaeikal
TbI 06 TOM rOBOPHUIIIH?

— Ycnokoiicsa, MamiuH.

— Her, ne mory. 910 37101es1H1Ee. T TOBOPHUIIIH, YTO MOW OTEIl... YTO OH coyrai MHe. S Tebe
He Bepwo. I He TBOs keHa. A ckopee ympy.

— He BaxxHO, Bepulllb Thl MHE UM HET, M3JIMH, — NIeYabHO CKazasl Meppuk. — TO HUYEro
HE U3MEHHUT.

— 910 BCce MeHseT. — Ee ronoc cpbiBajics, M0 UCKa3uio oTyasiHue. — [lana ckasai, 4ro 3aruia-
TIII TeOe. 3artatit, 9yToOsl Thl ucue3. OH ckasa, 4yTo oTaan Tebe Moe mpugaHoe. Tpuanars ThicSd
(yHTOB. CTONBKO THI 3aITPOCHIL, YTOOBI M30ABUTHCS OT MeHs. Thl XOTeJ 3aHUMaThCs1 Or3HecoMm, Mep-
PUK, ¥ HAIleJ crocod caeaarh 3TO.

Meppuk Bctaut 1 3ammarai o komHare. Ceituac ¢ Maayia 6ecriosie3Ho ropoputb. Het cMbicia
CIIOPHUTH C HEW WM COOOIIaTh O JUKU ee OTia. Meppuk Terepb HUYero He 4yBcTBoBajl. Hu 6o,
HU SIPOCTH, HU IpaBeJHOro rHesa. Cepilie 3acTbUIO B TPy XOJOIHBIM KaMHEM. DTO JIydlle, YeM
pas3zavparoliee TeJIo BOXK/AEIEHUE, OXBATUBILIEE €ro Mpy BUIE M3JIMH, peIn OH.
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JI. Kapnaiin. «Tpu MasieHbKUX CeKpeTa»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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