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JoKynanss YauJin
30B aymmn

IIpoJior

Jlxoprany DmIMoTy XBaTHJIO €AMHCTBEHHOro B3risiga Ha Meran Jleiich, 4TtoObl 3a0bITh BCE
CBOM NPUHLIMIIBL. A BEb OH BCET/A 3HAJI, YTO C JKEHIIIMHAMU HYXKHO JIEPXKaTh yXO BOCTPO.

OH c OobIIMM OIO3JJaHMEM TpHUexasl Ha BeUepuHKY Kk ceoeMy apyry Peio biskmopy. Iocne
HECKOJIBKMX YacoB, IPOBE/ICHHBIX Ha TpHOyHax (pyTOOIBHOTrO Kiyoa «Yesncm», IxopaaH BhIIsAAeT
COOTBETCTBEHHO: TAJICTYK COMJICSI HAOOK, a OEJIOKYpble BOJIOCH B3bEPOIIICHBI.

OH ObLT 20COITIOTHO CIIOKOEH, MOKa He OKa3aJics Ha mopore Kiyoa. JIBepb OTKpbLIACh, U B IJ1a3a
€My HeMeJIEHHO OPOCHIIMCh KOITHA MEJJHBIX BOJIOC, IIBIILIHASL IPYb U COBEPILIEHHOMN (POPMBI HOTH.

— D10 YacTHast BEUYEPUHKa, C3P, — C YJIBIOKOW MTPOM3HECIa BCTPETUBILAS ero AeBymKa. OT 3Toi
ynplOkM y JIkopaHa rnepexBaTuio AblXaHKe, CIOBHO OT yiaapa Moj IbiX. — bolock, BBl HE cMOxeTe
BOWTH O€3 MpUIJIAIIECHHUS].

— A eciu oHO y MeHs ecTb? — OH 0ofapuil ee OTBETHOM Y/IBIOKOM, KOTOpasi BCceraa cpaxana
JKEHILVH HaIoBaJ.

Ho peByimka ¢ OMMMIMKACKUAM CIIOKOMCTBUEM JIMILb BEKIUBO OTBETHJIA:

— B takoM cityuae BBl MOXKETE BOUTH, CIP.

— Mens 30ByT [I:)x0paaH.

— IIpekpacHo.

Bce eme ynpi0asice, [kopaaH BbITALMII U3 KapMaHa NMUJKaKa MpUIJIalleHue.

— Mory # y3Hatb Baie ums?

— «Mmucc» Oyaer 10CcTaTouHoO, cap. — OHa OTBEpHYJIACch M HAKOJIONA JIMCTOK Ha OCTPYIO CIHMLLY.
— Ecim yronHo, cnenyiite 3a MHOM. S npeasioxy BaM GOKaJl IIAMITAaHCKOTO.

— Koneuno. — JIxxopaaH nocieosai 3a 0(pULIMAHTKOM K CTOJY, HE CBOJA B3IVIAAa C ee Hor. OH
MI0YEMY-TO Cpa3y MPeICTaBUJI, KaK 3TH HOTM OOBUBAIOTCS BOKPYT €r0 Tesla, U HUKAaK He MOT ITPOTrHATh
oT ceOsl BO3HUKIIee BUaeHHe. Hukoraa eme skeHIMHa He MPOM3BOAMIIA Ha HETO TaKOro CHUIJIBHOTO
BrevyaTieHus. OHa ObUta OYeHb, O4eHb coOMa3HUTebHA. HUKOTIa B JKM3HU €ro He TSHYJIO K KeHIINHE
CTOJIb CWJIBHO. JIKOpHaH ucryraiicsi COOCTBEHHBIX MbIciieid. ['ocrioan, o 4em OoH Tonmbko aymaet! A
€CJIM OHA 3aMYXKEM U y Hee JIECATDb AeTen?

JI)KOpiaH OTHUM IJIOTKOM OCYIIMII OOKaJ ¢ mamMnaHcKuM. OHO OBUIO OTMEHHBIM. YBHIIEB, UTO
JEBYIIKa HalpaBWIach K KOMY-TO U3 rocreyd, J)opna 3anaHukoBajl. OH MHCTUHKTHABHO IPOTSAHYJI
PYKY, 9TOOBI OCTAaHOBUTH €€, HO, KOT/Ia OHA C BeXJIMBOM YJIBIOKOI 0OepHYIach, HE CMOT BHIMOJIBUTh
HU CJIOBA.

— Eme mammnanckoro, cap? — [leByIika yka3ana Ha OyThUIKy. — Mmu yto-To eme?

— D-3... — JIKOpnaH CJIOBHO INOTEPSJ AAap PEYM, KOIja W3yMpYIHO-3€JIEHbIE IIa3a AEBYIIKU
BCTPETWINCH C €0 B3IJISIOM.

— MoskeTe MOONTH K CTOMKE M HAaIllOJIHUTh CBOW OOKaul. — JIMIO IeBYIIKM yKpallaia pocChillb
BECHYILEK, ¥ JI)KOpJaH OTMETHJI, YTO OHU HUYYTb €€ HE TIOPTAT.

— Cnacu60, — BbIJaBUJI OH HaKOHEll.

BHesarnHo pAgom ¢ HUM ouyTuiics Peid 1 OOHsII AEBYIIKY 32 IUIEUH.

— A, mucrep biskmop. — OHa MATKo OTBesa ero pyku. — Bee Baim roctvt mpuoObLIu.

Ena Meran oToluia 1 HanpaBuJIach K cToiike 6apa, Peii moqMuray:n apyry:

— Crapmo nisAThaecaT ¢yHTOB, uto Meras Jleiicu OyaeT Moeii 10 KOHIIa BEYEPUHKH.

Wrak, ee 38amm MeraH, ¥ 9T0 MM NOIXOAWIIO €1 KaK HEJb3s JIydllle.
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— V 1ebst HMYEro He BBHIIJIET, — MpeHeOpekuTeabHo Opoct [IxxopaaH. CBol MHTepec K Ipe-
JIECTHOM O(PUIIMAHTKE CJIEIO0BAJIO TIIATEJIbHO CKPBIBAaTh, MHA4Ye Peil TOUHO OT Hee He OTCTaHeT.

JlxopnaH HaOJTIO/1a1, KaK OTOJIECK TJIAMEHH CBEYEH UTPaeT Ha PhIKKMX BOJIOCAX M CBETIION KOXe
neBymky. OHa cMesiiach, M 9TOT CMEX 3aCTaBJIsUI €ro cepitie OuThest crbHee. OH, 3pesblii My KUMHa,
BOJTHOBAJICA Kak moApocTok. OH X0Tes 3HaTh 00 3TOi JAeBymike abcomoTHo Bee! Beeraa i ona Tak
cmeercsi? Kakue punbmbl e HpaBsatcsa? A npetsl? A nyxu? Kak ona nosener ce0s, ecnu Pero nieii-
CTBUTEJILHO B30pe/IeT B TOJIOBY OCYIIIECTBUTh 33 yMaHHOe?

JI’Kop/iaH mokKayvas roJioBOi v 0OJIOKOTHIICS O CTOUKY. [lokHO ObITh, OH GoJieH. EMy Hukorma
elle He JIe3/M B TOJIOBY MOJ00HbIE MBICIIH.

W3 pasmbliiieHnii ero BbIBe KAKOR-TO IIyM, JOHOCUBILIMICS U3 COCEIHEW KOMHAThI, 1 [IKop-
AaH nocrnemua Tyaa. Peit, Oynyuu yxe u3psiiHO HaBecesne, cxBaruil MeraH v ONPOKMHYJ ee Ha CTO-
nvK. JIKOpAaH Mmocrenmi Tyaa. 3a HUM pUHYJICS OapMeH, JTIOBOJILHO BHICOKUH U KPETIKUI MYyKUMHA.
Ho Tyt Meran, He pacTepsBIIMCh, N30 BeeX cul ynapuiia Pest koneHom B max. O6a MyXYrMHBI OXHYJIH,
a Peil Ko 3aBOMNIIT M OTHPSIHYJ HA3a/1, U3PHITasi HEPUCTOMHBIE PYTaTesibCTBa.

— IpurnsauTe 3a HUM, — onpocut OapmeH [l koprana, — a s TOCMOTPIO, Kak TaMm MeraH.

JIopaaHy He OCTaBaJOCh HMUEro JAPYroro, Kak rnoaxsatuth Pes mox pyku. OH oOepHYscs U
nocmotpen Ha Meran. OHa He yibiOanach. Ee r1a3a ropeinu, cIOBHO BE 3eJIeHbIX 3BE3/Ibl, U KaKoe-
TO MTHOBeHHUe [IKOpaH CTOsUI CJIOBHO OIVTYILCHHBIH, HE BUAS M HE CJIbIIIA HUYEro BOKPYT ceOs.
W3 ouienieHeHMs1 ero BhIBe CTOH Pesi, KOTOpBIiA pyrayl cTponTuBylo opuiManTKy. xopaaH eme pas
MOCMOTpes1 Ha MeraH, HO OHa yke OTBEPHYJIAch M Tereph 3aBepsiyia GapMeHa, uTo ¢ Hell Bce B TIOPsIIKE.

— MyxumnHa B 9TOM BO3pacTe J0JIKEeH 3HAaTh CBOIO HOpMY. — JleByiika Opocuia Ha Pest ocyx-
JAIOLIMI B3MIs. — Sl ceiiuac BEPHYCh, MHE HYKHO OCBEXKUTbCS.

— JlaBaii, npusrens, caguch. — JxopaaH MoyTH BOJIOKOM OTTaIiuiI Pess B pOTUBOMOIOKHBIN
YTOJ1 KOMHATHI.

— 41 yObio ee, — mpoctoHan Peit.

— Her, He yObems. OHa 3/1€Ch 1)1 TOTO, YTOOBI BHITIONHATEL CBOKO padoTYy, a He yOmaxkarh TeOs.
— OH nono3Ban 6apmena. — [Noxanyiicra, 1Ba YepHbIX KOo(e 1 BOJIBI.

— 4l 3annatun yiimy AeHer 3a 3Ty MPOKJIATYIO BEUSPUHKY !

— Ho Mory nokJsicteesl, 4TO B MPUIJIAIIEHAN He ObUIO HU CJIOBA O JIEBYIIKAX JIsI pa3BJICUeHHN !
Tel bsiH, Pelt, 1 Besl ce0s1 Kak CBUHBS.

Cnycrs nomuaca Peii BHOBb ObLT B IOPSIIKE, €CJIM HE CUMTATh JIETKOW XPOMOTHI.

— A Ternepsp s XO4y JecepT, — 3asBUJI OH U TPOMKO 1o3Baj: — Dii, Peukenpkas! lecept Mue u
Moemy Apyry! Benb Thl He cepAMIbCs, MUTAIIKa?

PazBs3ubiii ToH Pest pazapaxan [JxopaaHa.

— Ilpekparu, Peii.

— Ha xoHy natbaecsaT (pyHTOB, IpUsATeb. 1 MPOCTO Tak HE CAAMCH.

— 41 He 3akmoua ¢ Todol HUKaKoro mapu. [Ipekparu ceiiyac xe!

K ux cronuky noporia Merad ¢ moqHOCOM, 3acTaBlIeHHBIM Tapenkamu. Ha ee rybax 3actbuia
nexypHasi ynpiOka. Heyxenu sta geBymika coBceM HegaBHO Oblia BHe ceOsi oT rHeBa? Bot 310
Boiziepxkka! [Iponomkas yapidarbest, MeraH nomHTEpecoBaslach, KAKOW AECEePT jKeJlaeT MOMyIUTh roc-
noavH biskmop.

— IocmoTpum, uTO TYT y Hac. — Pelt ¢ rpoxoToM OTOABUHYII CTYJI, a JIopaaH rmpo ceds BbIpY-
raJcsl.

Peil, HanMBIIMCh, CTAHOBUJICS COBEPIIIEHHO HEBO3MOKHBIM, XOTS B TPE3BOM BHE ObLT pasyMeH
Y KPOTOK.

— bucksut co ciuBkamu, muctep biskmop?

— Bynpre mobe3Hsl.
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Ho korma Meran HakJIOHWJIAach, 4TOOBI MOCTaBUThH JecepT, Peil OecCThIAHO YIIUIHYMI ee 3a
nskKy. Ha cekynny aeBynika 3amepiia, a 3aTeM pe3Ko pa3BepHynach K Jlxopaany:

— 41 He HaHMMAaIach TEPIICTh Balll BBIXOAKH, CBp!

C 3tumu cioBamMu MeraH BbIBaJIMIIa COAEPKMMOE TApEeJIKU IPSIMO Ha CMOKMHI OIIapalIeHHOTO
Ilxopnana. ['ocrionu, BeAb OHa MoAyMasia, uyTo 1o cAesai oH! [J1a3a JeByIIKYM MeTald MOJIHUH, HO
u [Ixopnan Toxe pazosmuics. 1 na Meran, u Ha Pes. [lokassiBaii motom, uto He BepOon. Tobko
teniepb JxopnaH noragasncs, 3auem Peil Tak paneko oTonBuHyJ cBoi cryn. OH chenan 3To creuu-
aJIbHO, YTOOB MeraHn oOBuHMIIA BO BceM JxopnaHa. Mep3agert!

— 41 He cran ObI JenaTh 3TO UCTIOATHUINKA, MuUcc Jlelicu, oBepbTe MHe!

Peil naBmiicst ot xoxoTa, a OKpacHeBIass Meran o6aana JlopnaHa BBI3BIBAOIIUM CHSIHUEM
U3yMPYIHBIX IJIa3.

— Jloxky, cap? — M necepTHas JI0KKa CO 3BOHOM ILTIOXHYJIACh Ha CTOJ mpsimo niepen Ixopna-
HOM.

I'opno BckuHyB rosnoBy, Meran ynanumiack.

«YTpo Beuepa myapeHee», — gymai JlopaaH, BXoAs B CBOIO KBapTupy. KoHeuHo ke, Kpenkuii
COH TTOMOET €My BBIOPOCHTH M3 TOJIOBBI 3Ty CMEJIYIO XKEHITMHY C MEAHBIMH JIOKOHAMH U BOCXUTH-
TEJIbHBIMU 3€JIeHBIMU TJIa3aMHU.

Ho con ero okazascs 6ecriokoiHpiM. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 MPOCHIIAICS OTTOTO, YTO eMy Kaza-
J0ck, OyaTo MeraH noaxoaut K Hemy. Ee HenoBTopuMast yiblOKa CBOIMIIA €T0 C yMa, a 3arax JyXxoB
JIMILIAJT BOJIH.

B uertnipe vaca yrpa JI:xopaaH MpocHyJICSl OKOHYATEbHO U cell Ha KpoBaTtu. KapTuHbl, BUjieH-
HBIE BO CHE, MMpecieioBaiy ero, u JxopaaH mpokiavHait cBoio cnabocTpb. [la, aTta BeTpeua 3acrana
€ro BpacIUIOX, U OH ObUI PEIIUTEeSIbHO He TOTOB K Hell. BriepBbie B u3HU [[)kopmaH He 3HaJ, Kak
noctynuth. [IpoTupas ra3a, OH HarpaBWICS K MUCbMEHHOMY CTOJTY, BKJIIOUMJI CBET M HAa4aJl MUCaTh
Ha OJHOU U3 BU3UTHBIX KapTouek: «/Jopoeasamucc/leiicu, npuHouty8amu3euHEHUs OmAuamoe200py-
eauomceds: auuno. Iloxcanyiicma, npocmumemens, ecausHaneceam ockoponenue. Ecauzaxomume-
COMHOUBCMPEMUMbCSL, NO3GOHUME.

Kak Tonbko paccseno, [JxopaaH oTrpaBuiICs Ha CTAHIUIO K 11BeTouHuUIe. CKyNUB Y OIIEIOM-
JICHHOM >KEHILIMHBI BECh TOBAp, OH SIBWJICS K opricy MeraH u oCTaBWII LIBEThl U BU3UTHYIO KAPTOUKY
y BXOJIHOU JIBEPH.

Tak npopomkaiock B nocieayoiye Tpu AHsA. HayTpo yeTBepToro jAHs, KOrja OH BHOBb IpU-
exaJsl K IBepsM ocuca MeraH ¢ OrpoMHBIM OyKETOM aJIbIX pO3, €ro jKJAaja 3arvcKa, MPUKperieH-
Hasl K nepusiaM. B Helt roBopuiiock: «HenyoicHoOo bUenpucsvlaame MHeygenbvl. Y MeHA3aKOHUUAUCD-
6cesasvl, 6NPoOUEM, YMouxopyset, Konaezu cocedeli—inodxce. MHenpuuaocbo0ondcumveasyoasicey
MonouHuxal!»

JIxopnaH paccMmesiics. 3aTeM OH B3sUI 3aIMCKY M HaIMcal Ha 0OpaTHOU cTtopone: «[loxoorce,
moumuusauwiumy cmaparusmunon-Jlonoonaobecneuenousemamu. Taxsnpowen? Hecoenacumeco.au-
BbICOMHOUNOYNCUHAMbBOAUICAliee 8pems ”» [IKOPIAaH TIPUKPETTUIT 3aMUCKY K OYKeTy U OCTaBUJI €ro
Ha ropore oguca.

Ha cnenyromiee yTpo oH 00HapY:KUJI HEOOJBIIION KOHBEPT, BCE TaK JKe MPUKPETJICHHBIHN K TIepH-
nam. Oxwunas camoro xyamiero, [xopaan pacnedatan ero. Ha ManeHbkoill KapTouke, JiexkKaBIIen
BHYTPHU, KPYIJIBIM KEHCKMM MOYEPKOM OBLUIO BHIBEICHO: «/]a».

Panoctu [Ixxopnana He Obuto Tipeaena. Tereps eMy MpeacTosuio MOATOTOBUTHCS K CBUIAHUIO.

B TOT yI/IK-SH)l MeraH HaHpaBJIHJIaCB K TeM3e, rae JOJIKHa 6]:»UIa 3aKOHYUTH HpI/IFOTOBJIeHI/IH
K 00eny Ha nBoux. [locne Tol 3armucku, KOTOPYIo OHA Moiyuymia oT JIkopaaHa, HACTYIIIIO MOTJa-
Hue. [xopnan He nosiBisuics. OueBuHO, oM ¢ Peem 3akimiouniu ere ofHO napu, penmwia Meras.
HapepHsika XOTAT BbISICHUTb, KOMY U3 HUX OHA YCTYNUT nepsomy. CMyI1iaio Juis To, uyto JxopaaH

7
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KazaJics el He TAKMM, Kak Bce. VI3 BceX My:KUMH OH ObLT €TUHCTBEHHBIM, K KOMY ee MOTsHyJ10. ['oc-
TIO/IM, YTO 32 YyIIIb Jie3eT el B ronoBy! OHa MoIbITanach OTOPOCUTH IOCTOPOHHUE MBICIIU U COCpe-
JOTOYMTHCS Ha padoTe.

Hecmotps Ha TO 4TO 00€]] ycTparBajcsi BCEro JIMIIb ISl IBOUX YEJIOBEK, MOPYra U KoJuiera
Meran Anekca npenynpeauiia ee, 4to KJIMEHT, MUCTEp DJUTUC, MOMPOCHII OTHECTUCH K MOATOTOBKE
OYeHb OTBETCTBEHHO. «JlOJKHO OBITh, OH OYEHb JIOUT CBOIO KEeHY, pa3 MoIIe Ha TaKue TPaThl», —
CO B3JI0XOM Noaymayia MeraH.

Tpems yacamu no3:xe MeraH cTosiia B IpOCTOPHOU M OYEHb YIOTHOM KaloTe IIMKAPHOTO KaTepa
Y OXKHJajia 3aKa34uKa.

JIBe OONBIINX W apOMATHBIX TPO3M BHHOTPAJa — OJHA TEMHO-JIMJIOBasl, a Apyras 3ejeHasi —
Jie’ai Ha crosie. KpynHble criesble srofpl BbIVIsL eI OY€Hb alllIeTUTHO.

MeraH cierka cOpbI3HYJ/Ia UX BOIOM, YTOOBI OHM Ka3aJIUCh elrie OoJiee CBEKMUMHU, a 3aTeM HAChI-
raJjia Opexu B MaJieHbKHe roTyOble Ba3ouKu. [IpoTrpas TOHKKE, U3SIIHbIE OOKAIIBI 1715 IAMITAHCKOTO,
Meran Opocuiia B3I/ Ha Yachl. B ee pacnopsikeHnu 0cTaBajioch elie IecsITh MUHYT, YTOObI pactia-
KOBAaTh KPEBETKHU, ChIP, CEMTI'Y U MOJOTPETh XPyCTSIINe OyIOUKH.

B BanHO# koMHate MeraH cHsiia (apTyK, B30MJIA CBOU TIHIIIHBIE PIKKE JIOKOHBI M BIesa B
yIIM kemMuyxHble cepbri. [locne 3Toro oHa eme pa3 orsiaena ceds ¢ HOT 10 TOJIOBBI B BHCsIIEe Ha
CTEHE 3epKaJo.

«Bcero nuis GrecTsiye Karneibku, a Kakoi 3(pdeKT!» — yIbIOHyIach OHa CBOEMY OTPaKeHHIO.
Uro ke, ee HapsA Toxxe Herwtox. FOOKa Oblia JOCTaTOYHO JJTMHHOM — 10 cepeinHbI MKpbl. OTHAKO OHA
COCTOs1JIa U3 HECKOJIBKHMX KJIMHBEB, KOTOPBIE MPH XObOE pa3IeTaINCh B CTOPOHBI, OOHAkKast CTPOWHbIE
cMyryible Horu MeraH. BHe3amnmHo JIeByIKe yXacHO 3aX0Tesloch, YToObl [KopaaH yBuugen ee B ToM
Hapsjie, U ee cepale OelIeHo 3aKOMOTUIOCh. Eil ¢ TpyIoM yaanoch YCHIOKOUTBCS U TEPEKIIIOUYUTD
MBICJT Ha TIPEICTOSIIYIO0 padoTy.

Bckope Meran ycrnblmaia Kakoi-To IIyM Ha mainyOe ¥ MOCHelnia HaBCTpeuy MPHOBIBIINM
roctsiM. OHa OTYETIMBO MpEACTaBIsIa cede 3Ty mapy. MyxkunHa, TOKHO OBbITh, yKe HEMOJIO, HO
BCE ellle OUeHb NPUBJIEKATeNIeH. A ero jkeHa HEeMpeMeHHO JIOJKHA ObITh TOOPOH, pacronaraiomen K
ce0e TOJICTYIIKOM.

— J1oOpplit feHb. — MeraH 3ay4eHHO yIblOHY/Iachk. SIpkoe COJHIIEe CIENIIO I71a3a Moce Moiy-
Mpaka KaioThl, 1 MeraH HMKaKk He Morjia pa3misaeTh nprObBIIMX. — MeHs 30ByT Meran Jleiich.
JoGpo noxanoBaTh Ha OOPT.

OHna marHysa HaBcTpeuy 3aKa3uuKy U BIIPYT...

— JIx-/IxopaaH! — M3yMJIeHHO BBIIOXHYJIA JeBYyIIKa. MyKuKHa ylbIOHYJICS eil B 0TBeT. Tenepb
yxe MeraHn OoTUeTIMBO Bujiesia HEOOBIION IIpaM Ha ero IeKe, OeJIOKypble BOJOCHI, OTIMBAOIIUE
30JI0TOM B JIy4ax COJHIIA, U TJIa3a LIBETa JIETHEro Heba.

— Urak, BeI MucTep Dimc? Bara xkeHa nogHUMeTCsT Ha OopT mo3xke?

— He xeHa, a mogpyra. — J»oprnad 3acIOHUT T71a3a OT COJTHIIA M CHOBA YJBIOHYNICSA. — MeHs
30BYT DUMOT, J[>KOpaaH DimoT.

Meran nonsITanack cenaTh paBHOLYIIHO-IIPUBETIMBOE JIULIO.

— XoTuTe MOCMOTPETh, KaK 51 OArOTOBUJIA KAlOTY?

— Koneuno. Ouenb xouy. — OH xecTom nonpocusi Meran uiaTu Briepe/.

JI>kopaH yaUBIIEHHO ITPUCBUCTHYJI, BOM/SA B KalOTy, U MeraH npocusijia OT yA0BOJIbCTBUS.

— IIpocto He mory noBepuTh! Bee kak pa3 Tak, kak MHe xortesock. Her, nake B Thicsiuy pa3
Jyd1e.

— Bor u cnaBHo! — mpo6opmortana Meras. — [lymaere, el moHpaBUTCs?

Jl>)xopaaH HaXMypUJICS:

— Komy?

— Bareit nozgpyre, pazymeercs.

— TeGe npaButcs?
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OmapamenHasi, MeraH orjsijiena KaioTy, YKPaIIeHHYIO €l0 KaK KWIHIIE PYCalIKH, B COOTBET-
CTBUM C UHCTPYKIUSAMU «MHCTEpa DIUIUCA».

— BoI ommm6mvcs, mucc Jlevicu, Mbl 60JIbilie HUKOTO He OyaeM Opath Ha OOpT.

Meran cniepBa onemnmia, 3aTeM paccMesiiach.

— ThI xouemb cKa3aTh, YTO BCE ITO JUIsI MEHs?

— U nna mens toxe!

—Ho... 4... [Touemy?

JIKopoaH MPHIIOKWIT TTAJIell K ee Ty0am.

— 41 MHOTO pa3 3BOHMII B TBOM OUC, HO THI BCEe BpeMsi Oblia 3aHsATa. Torna s peri KyniTh
TeOe HeMHOTO CBOOOTHOr0 BpeMeHu. [Ipyroro crocoda oTeiedb TeOst OT pabOTHI s He BUJIE.

— ¥V T1e0s1 YepTOBCKM KpernKie HepBbl!

— AJiekca npegynpeansa, 4Tto Thl TaK CKaKellb!

— Taxk ona 3Hasa?

— Hy, Heyxemu Thl TymMaelb, 4TO OHa OTIyCTUJIa Obl TeOs1 HeM3BECTHO C KeM? MHe NpHIIIioch
pacckasarb e, KTo 51 Ha CaMOM [ieJie, U MOCBSATUTh B CBOM IU1aH. OJHAKO 51 HE PUCKHYJ Ha3BaThCS
DNIMOTOM, UHAYE ThI MOTJIa OBl IOTaAaThCsI.

— Tenepp s noHnmar. — Merad nomopiuuiaack. — He Mory noBeputs, 4to Jiydinasi nojapyra
yCTpoOuJIa MHE Takoe!

Ho Bopuasia oHa Tosbko 1151 Buy. [xxopaan eit HpaBuics. Torga moyemy Obl eil He BOCIIONb-
30BaThCsl HEOKUIAHHBIM BBIXOJHBIM ?

— IxopnaaH, 51 xouy Te0s1 cpa3y npeaynpeanThb, YTo 51 He TOTOBA cIath ¢ T00oM. ToJbKo moTomy,
YTO THI IPUBE3 MEHSI Ha 3Ty UYJECHYIO IXTY, IPUTOTOBUII IPEKPACHBINA 00e] U... H...

— W xynmn s te6s1 aparoneHHocTH? — OH OCTAN U3 CyMKH JIBA Y€PHBIX OapXaTHBIX Py TIIspa.

— Ho tak Henb34... — 3anporectoBasia Mera.

— CeropiHsl BCe MOJKHO, — OTpe3aJl OH, OTKPbIBasi KPBIIKY (pyTisipa. B HeM oka3zasiach mpenect-
Has 30J10Tasl LIETOYKa, YKpalleHHast 3eJIeHBIMI KaMHsIMU. — Thl BCIO )KU3Hb YCTpanBasa Mpa3IHUKH
U1 Ipyrux, MeraH. §1 perwi, 4to HacTas TBOW yepell. — Jkop/iaH 3acTerHyJ1 ENovKy Ha 1iee MeraH.

MeraH NpephIBUCTO B3JI0XHYJIA, HECMEJIO OIIYMbiBasi HEOOBIKHOBEHHOH KPACOTHI M3SIITHOE
oxepesnbe. OHa e/iBa He pacIljiakajach OT BOCTOpra.

— O, IxxopaaH, — npoJieneTana OHa, — s He MOTY IIPUHAThH TaKOW MOAAPOK.

OH npUJIOKWII MaJier] K ee ryoam.

— Mosxerib.

[TpoBOpHO OTKPBIB BTOPYIO KOPOOOUKY, [’KOpHaH 1ocTai oTTyaa OpaciieT v 3allesIKHYJ ero Ha
3arsactbe MeraH.

— W 310 TOXE TH MOXEIIb ceOe TO3BONHTH. — CKBO3b MEJIeHY 3aCTHJIABIIMX IJ71a3a CJie3 IeBYIIKa
pasrisiena 3010Toi OpacieT ¢ U3yMpyIaMH.

— Ho uto 1...

— Ycnokoiica. Eciu Th 3aX04elb 3aHAThCS CO MHOU JTIOOOBBIO, pekpacHo. Eciiu He 3axoyvenib,
s He OOMXYCh. S IPOCTO X0uy MOOIMKE y3HATD TeOs.

Cre3bl OTEKJIH 110 1IeKaM MeraH, ¥ OHa HUYero He MorJia ¢ 3TUM mojenars. CIIOBHO BHYTpPH
ee MPOPBAJIO KaKylo-TO IJIOTUHY. Jopaan nogas ei candeTky v ycaau Ha TUBaH.

— $1 ryno BHIIVISIKY, — HAKOHEI[ BBIMOJIBUJIa MeraH, pa3MasbiBasi 1O IIeKaM TYIIb ThUTbHON
CTOpOHOM J1afioHu. — [TpocT MeHs.

— W 01 MeHs ipocTH, — ynbIOHYIICS IIKOpiaH, — s POCTO XOTeJ MOJApUTh TeOe HEMHOTO CyYa-
cThsi. BO3MOXKHO, 51 He ymelo ObITh pOMaHTUYHBIM. CKakH, s BCe c/iesiall He Tak?

— Her. — Meran nocmotpesia Ha ero KpacuBoe Juio. — S oueHb TpoHyTa. — OHa MIMBITHYJIA
HOocoM. — JI’kopzaH, 51 4yBCTBYIO ceOsi Takoi Jypoi. Thl MOTpaTiil Ha MEHs Kydy JIeHET, a 51 CHKY
31€Ch U PhIAI0 KaK MOCHAEIHss MIUOTKA. [Ipyrast Obl HA MOEM MecTe Tphirajia OT pagoCTy.

— Korpa TbI B ociieinuii pa3 otpixasia’?
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— ITpumepHO yeThlpe roga Ha3az.

— U xak nonro? — OHa mOMOpPIIUJIACh.

— Bcero ymmib onuH yuk-3HA. S ayBcTBOBasia ceOst ykacHO ycTanol u pasouroi. Ho teneps
BCE B MOPsJIKE, HE TaK, KaK TOr/a.

— YT0 ciyumTcs, ecau Thl BO3bMEIIIb HECKOJIBKO BBIXOIHBIX, Meran? Mup He nepeBepHeTcs.

— 41 He MOr'y OCTaBUTh KOMIIAHHUIO.

— Bceerna MokHO HallTH BBIXOZ U3 MOJOKeHUs. Haiiim uHBecTopa, U Torga CMOXelllb HaHSTh
HOBBIX COTPYJHMKOB. I1OBBICH LIEHBI. A €cii Bce TBOM MOMNBITKM HE YBEHYAIOTCS YCIIEXOM, MHE TpH-
JETCsl CHOBA MOKYTaTh TBOE BPEMsI.

— Her! Tb1 60sbi11e He Oyaemib IIaTUTh 32 MOW OTABIX. S Tak MPUBBIKJIA padOTaTh IS APYTHX,
YTO MHE OYEHb CJIOKHO... MHE CJIOKHO MPUHSATH YTO-TO, HAIPUMED, OT TeOsl.

— IIpocto ynpiOHKCH U TOOIarogapy MeHs. ITo Bellb Tak Mpocto. — OH yabIOHyICcs, 'y Meran
3aKOJIOTUJIOCH CEPALIE.

— Cnacu6o 3a coer!

— 3Haenb, Tebe He Memasio Obl YMBIThCS. C 3TUMU YEPHBIMU TOPOKKAMH Ha IIIEKaX Thl BBITJIS-
ovib Kak HeecTa [pakyibl! — Ixopnan paccMesiics, a MeraH BCIbIXHY/1a OT cMylieHus. — Y,
a 51 BKJIIOYY MY3BIKY.

Korma Meran BepHy/achk, [IxopaaH mogat el 0oKasl maMImaHcKoro.

— He 3Ha10, MOXHO J11 HeBecTe [[pakysibl ynoTpeOnsaTh Takie HAMUTKH.

Meran 3acmesnacs.

JIxopnaH mogHec OOKas K ee rydam U cKasal:

— YT0 X, CTOUT MOMPOOOBATH.

Beinus mammnanckoe, [I)xopaaH pasioxui ey 1o TapesikaM U PacTsHYJICS B IPOCTOPHOM ILI€3-
JIOHTE.

Meran Bce Ka3zajgoch HEOOBIKHOBEHHO BKYCHBIM, M OHA, PacClIaOWBINMCh, OTKUHYJIACh Ha
MOAYIIKY U XUXUKHYJIA.

— 51 HuKOrIa He oO3peBasa, HACKOJIBKO YyIECHBIMU MOTYT ObITh MOU BEYEPHHKH !

[Tocne mammnanckoro U BKycHOH eibl MeraH mo4yBCTBOBAJIA, UTO €€ KJIOHUT KO CHY.

— JIxxopnaH, s1 JOJIKHA NoAsIaTh Bo3ayxoM. Emie napa MUHYT, U 5 3acHY.

Jl)xopaaH noxain rjiedyamu:

— Tornma nocnu. 51 :xe TOBOPUJI, 4YTO CETOJHS BCE MOKHO.

— Tol ceppe3no? A mymana, Thl XOUelllb IOTOBOPUTD.

— IToroBopum mnosxe.

- M-M-M.

Meran BApYT MOYYBCTBOBaJIa ce0s1 HEOOBIKHOBEHHO JIerko. HakoHeI-To He Hy)KHO IPUHUMATD
HUKaKUX pellieHn, 3a Hee 3To Aenan [lxxopaad. Beap mocneqHue mecTts JieT oHa padoTalia Ha U3HOC.
Kak xopo1io, 4To MOKHO XOTs Obl Ha OJJMH JIeHb MEPEIOKUTh OTBETCTBEHHOCTh Ha KOTO-TO JAPYTOro.

— Wau cioga. — J)opaan NoTsHY ee U IPUXkKal K CBOEH MYCKYJIMCTOU IPyIH.

MeraHn Obl1a COBEpIIIEHHO HE FTOTOBA K OXBATHBIIMM €€ YyBCTBaM. CIIOBHO JIEKTPHUUECKHIA TOK
npobesxai 1o ee Teny. [71s1151 B MaToBbIe 1a3a JKopiaHa, B KOTOPBIX Pa3ropasioch IiaMsi CTPacTH,
MeraH BApYT MOHsIA, YTO TOTOBA OTAATh ITOMY YEJIOBEKY BCE. DTO YYBCTBO HE IMOKU/IAJIO €€ C TOTO
caMoro Beyepa, Korja oHa BrepBble yBuiena JlxopaaHa Ha BeuepuHke y Pes. Torga y Hee Bapyr
BO3HMKJIO OLIYILIEHHE, YTO UX Ay pasroBaprBaioT. Ho oHa rHana ot ceOst 3T MBICIH.

— JlxopnaH, — mpolenTana oHa, — s xouy Teos. — Jlerkas Tenb npodexana o jauiy xopaana,
Korja ryosl MeraHn KOCHYJIHCh €ro IIeKH, a cama OHa IMPUXKajach K €ro OOTSHYTHIM JUKMHCAMU OejpaMm.

— Meran, Th yBepeHa? — Jl;xop/aaH B3I €€ 32 IUIeUr U, OTCTPAHUBIINUCH, TPUCTATIBHO IOCMOT-
peJ1 B ee 3eJIeHble [J1a3a.

Ho Meran BeIcBOOOIMIIACh U ellle TecHee mpukanach K xopaany. OHa HeXXHO KOCHYJIACh
TaJIbIIAMU €0 I1IEU, YyBCTBY, KaK €€ TeJIO 3aXJIeCThIBAET BOJIHA CJIaJJOCTHOIO NpeABKYyIIeHus1. Meran
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B3IVISTHYJIA B MOTEMHEBIIHE I71a3a [[)kopaHa v MoYyBCTBOBaJIA, Kak OElIeHO 3aKOJIOTUIIOCH €€ CEpALIE.
[Tanbuer [IxopoaHa MOrpy3uiuch B IBIIHYI KOIHY €€ BOJOC, 1 Meran Tuxo 3actoHana. Pyku
MIOMHUMO €€ BOJIM MEJIEHHO 3aCKOJIb3WIM M0 KPacMBOMY MycKyinuctomy Teny [xopaana. OH ObL1
MEPBBIM MYKYMHOM, KOTOPBII pa3ker B HEM TaKOe CTPACTHOE KeJIaHUE.

JIopaaH HaKpbUT ee TyObl CBOMMU.

[Nonemnyit ObLT JOBOJIBHO JOJITUM, U MeraH, TsKeNo AbIIIa, MPOIIenTaa:

— IxopnaH, s TBOs1!..

JIxopaaH, Ka3anoch, He 0OpaTHiI Ha ee cJIoBa HUKakoro BHUMaHus1. Ho 31o 6bu1o He Tak. Ero
PYKU Me/IJIEHHO HavaJIv JIACKATh €€ TPy/ib CKBO3b JIETKYIO TKaHb OTy3ku. OHa MOHs1Ia, YTO OH HAPOYHO
crapa’jics MPOAJIUTh CAAJKYI0 MyKY OXKUIAHUS.

— Meras...

Meran ynernach emy Ha IpyJb 4 NOLEJIOBaJA.

— Ecimu 51 He HpaBmoch Tebe, TOJTbKO CKakKH.

— Tol myTums?

— Her, HO a1 mymasna, 4To MOTy CErofHs JielaTh BCE, YUTO MHE B3LyMaeTcsl.

— To1 coBepienHo npasa. VIMeHHO Tak s cka3asl. — MeraH paccrertyna ero JKuHchl. — Enqun-
CTBEHHOE, UTO s XOUy ceiuac, — 3To TeOsl.

— Tenepb MOXelllb pacCcKa3blBaTh CBOMM JPY3bsIM, UTO CIIAJ C HEBECTOM [lpaKyJibl, — IOy THIA
OHa.

— Her, neau, st HUYEro He CKaxy MOUM JIpy3bsiM, — TpodopmoTa [ kopaaH, lackast Tesio Meras.
OH nokpbIBaJl ee MoLenysMy, MEJUIEHHO pa3eBasi.

OHM OTHOBPEMEHHO JIOCTHUIJIU aroresl.

— Casarsle HeOeca, Meras!.. — BCKpukHYJ [[)xopnaH.

— Tsl pazgaBumbL MEHs, — C TUXMM CMEXOM IpolIenTaja eMy Ha yxo MeraH, Bce ellie B3/iparu-
Basi OT HaCJIaXICHUS.

— M-m-Mm, — ipoypuan [IxxopnaH, OKycelBast MOUKY yxa MeraH.

— MHe, KaxeTcs, y)KacHO HpaBUTCs ObITh pa3JaBieHHOM, — IETTHYJIa OHa, 9yBCTBYs ce0s COBEp-
IIEHHO CYaCTJIMBOM.

— Meran, THl f07KHA ObLTa cKazaTh. — Yto-TO B ronioce JkopmaHa 3acTaBUJIO €€ HacTOpO-
KUTHCS.

— Ckazarp uto?

— Yro THI e1ie aeBymKa. 1 Obi1 ObI OOJIEe OCTOPOKEH.

— Teneps 51 yxe He aeBymika. — OHa 3acMesiiach. — Thl cUMTaT MEHs 00Jiee OIBITHOW?

— lymaro, na.

— 3HauuT, Tl pa3oyapoBaH?

—Her! — [Ixxopnan cxBarui Meras 3a IJ1e4d U OIPOKUHYJI €€ Ha MATKYE MOLYIIKU. — 51 yauBieH
Y NOTpsICEH. Tak JOJIro XpaHUTh HEBUHHOCTG... Kpome Toro... Tel npekpacHa.

— Bokpyr cTonpko My)kuHH, a si BRIOpasia caMoro COBECTJMBOro! — MeraH MofHsia rojiosy,
YTOOBI 3areYaTieTh Norenyil Ha rydax [xopaaHa. — 3Haeliib, U3 BceX My)K4MH, KOTOPBIX 51 BCTpevaa,
TOJIBKO THI 3aCTaBWJI MEHsI TIOOyMarth: «51 ympy, ecnu He nonnyuy ero!» Ecnu y TeOst Ha pyKkax Mathb, O
KOTOPOH HYKHO 3a00THThCS, Ha JIMYHYIO )XM3Hb BPEMEHU TIOUTH He ocTaercsi. Kpome Toro... — OHa
ycMexHyJack. — Eciii Obl ThI BCTPETHII MeHSI 3UMOM, s He TIoKa3ajiach Obl TeOe COOMa3HUTETbHOM. S
HE CJIMIIKOM XOPOUIO OfIEBAIOCH.

— Tol roBOpHMIIL TaK, YTOOHI 3aBecTH MeHs. — [1a3a JIxopnaHa BerbixHy M. — Ha camom siene
MHE HaluleBaTh, Kak Thl ofeTa. be3 ofexk /bl Thl ropas/o Jiyyllle.

OcraBinyiocsi 4acTh Beuepa OHM eJiH, JIOOWIN APYr Ipyra, CMesuluch, 1 MeraH oTBevasia Ha
BCe BOIPOCHI [IKOpAaHa o0 ee KU3HMU.

— Tak kak sxe TeOe B TOJIOBY IPUIILIA Ujiesl CO3AaHMs KOMITaHUU ?

11
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— Mae Toraa ObUTO BOCEMHA[IATh JieT. Most MaTh ObUIa TIbsiHA, KaK OOBIUHO, a s paboTaia
B HOYHOM KJyOe. VI TyT y MeHs cyunsIoch IOMyTHEHHE paccyika. BeyeprHKa yke TOAXOQMIa K
KOHITY, KOT/Ia sl BCTaJIa Ha CTOJI ¥ CTajia KpU4aTh, YTO MOTY cesaTh Jiydie. M 9toObl JoKas3ars 310,
s TIpUTJIACcKIIA BeeX K cebe TOMOM.

— U Kak ke Thl CIIpaBWIaCh C yromeHuem?

— 41 BBIMpoOCHIIa TONIIOKUHBI OYTHUIOK MIAMITAHCKOTO Y CBOEro 0occa, a ey pelimiia MpuroTo-
BUTH cama, — oObsicHIIIa MeraH. — Toria Mbl Kuiu B orpoMHOM jioMe. Ho Most MaTh He cMoria ero
coxpaHuTh. [IpounTaB yBeIOMIICHHE O HAIllEM BBICEJICHHH, OHA TIPUIILIa B OSIIEHCTBO, BHIOpOCHIIA
BCI0 MeOeJTb U copBajia C OKOH 3aHaBeCKW. MHe MPUIIUIOCh YJIOXKUTH ee B TIOCTEeNTb U BBI3BATh Bpaya.

— Yto oH ckazan?

— Ee nonoxwmwim B HAPKOJIOTUIECKYIO KIIUHUKY.

— U 4gto motom?

— K coxanenuio, HECMOTPsI Ha TO YTO KOTJIA-TO HaIlla ceMbs OblIa JOBOJBHO COCTOSTEIILHOM,
MBI C MaTepbio pazopwinck. OTer; mpoMoTan Bce, yTo Mbl uMear. OH ObUT a3apTHHIM MTPOKOM U
HECKOJIBKO pa3 3aKJIabpIBal M Tiepe3akiaIpiBal Hallle IMYIIecTBO. Math 3Hasia 00 3TOM, U BCe ke,
KOTJIa OTell BHE3alTHO YMep OT CepIeUHOro MPHUCTYIa, OHA He CMOIJIa CIPABUTHCSA C OOPYIIMBIIH-
MHUCS Ha Hee TipoOieMamu. Jlymato, oHa HUKOT/ia IO KOHIIA He 0CO3HABasIa TOTO, YTO Mbl BMUT CTaJIA
HUIMMMU. Jlymaio, IMEHHO IMO3TOMY OHA Havasia MuTh. Ml IMEHHO TI03TOMY MHE TMPUIIUIOCh HAYaTh
padoTarh Tak paHo.

— Wrak, 6e3 neHer, B OXKHMIAHUM CYIcOHOTO MPUCTaBa, THl PEIIia YCTPOUTh BEYSPHHKY? —
JIopnan oOHsII ee, yIOOHO YCTPOUBIIIUCH PSIOM.

— la, B MoeM 3a0pOIIIEHHOM JOME.

— T'ocriony, HO KaK ThI CO BCEM THM CIPaBUIIACH?

— 370 OBUTO HECJIOKHO. S HAKPbIJIA CTONBI TOCPEIH Ay TUHBI ¥ IBLIH, 3aKIJ1a CBEYH U YCTPOUIIA
BEUYEpPHUHKY 110]] Ha3BaHUeM «[loM c npuBuaeHusAMU». ['0cTAM OHpaBUIOCH !

JI’KopaH HeXHO MoleToBasl MeraH B JIOO, U OHA MPOJOJDKAIA:

— A Korja g moJsie3sia Ha Yepiak B TIOMCKax peKBU3WTA, MHE Ha IJla3a morajack kopooka. OHa
OblJTa OUTKOM HAOWTA aKIUSMHU KaKOW-TO KoMmaHuu. OKa3alock, YTO UX MOXHO mpojaaTth. He 6or
BECTh UTO, HO 3TUX JEHETr OKa3aJIOCh JIOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI 3aIJIATUTh YAaCTh JIOJTOB U KYITUTh CTapyio
KOHIOIITHIO, TJIe Terepb pacroiaraercsi Mo oguc.

— A 4T0 OBLJIO TIOCJIE BEUYSPUHKHU?

— Y MeHs OSIBUJIOCH JOCTATOYHO 3aKa30B, YTOOBI OCHOBATh KOMIIAHHUIO.

— A TBOs1 MaTh, Meran? Yro ¢ Hell ciaydmioch?

— Ee, koneuHo, Beuteuni. Ho s mymaro, oHa Tak U He orpaBuiiachk oT norpsiceHus. OHa cHOBa
HavaJia Th W... Ml B KOHIIe KOHIIOB 3TO YOuso ee. MHe Toria UCTIONHUJICS JBAIIATh OJIUH TOJ.

— O, noporasi, Kak Obl MHE XOTEJIOCh OKa3aThCs C TOOOH psiIoM U MOMOUb! — JIsKOpIaH HEKHO
BeITep MeraH cje3bl. — 3HaYWT, Thl I0O3TOMY padoTaelb Ha U3HOC. Y TeOsI OCTAUCh JOITH?

— ¥V MeHs 10 CHX TIOp OCTaJIOCh YYBCTBO CTpaxa. Mbl ObUIM TaKUMU CUACTIIUBBIMH, U BIPYT
B OJIHOYACke Bce pyxHyno. Mbl otepsiia Bce. C TeX Mop s MOHSIIA, YTO BCeraa HYKHO HAlesIThCs
TOJIBKO Ha ceOsl.

— Jla, s moHMMarIo.

— Mozxer, Toraa Thl HOHUMaEIllb, TIOYeMY s He MOTy ceOe TIO3BOJIUTh YBJIEUbCS TOOOM?

— Tt yxe yBneknach. — B romy6six mia3ax J»opnaHa BHOBb 3aropesioch kejlaHue, ¥ OH HEKHO
npuBjiek MeraH k ce6e. OHU JIIOOWIN IPYT ApyTa JI0 TeX MOp, TOKa pacCBET He OKpacuil Heoo.

JI’opaH morieioBas Beicrasinyocss MeraH.

— 3Haernib, 0 4eM 51 Oyly Terepb MeuTaTh BCAKUN pa3, KOraa MHE TIPUAETCS OCTAHABIUBATHCS
B otene?

Meran nokavaja Ir'oJIOBOM.

— byny 3Hath, ecnu ckaxenb.
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— Korna s crany 3aka3biBaTh 3aBTpak B HOMep, 51 Oyly IPeCTaBIIsATh, YTO celvac B KOMHATY
BOU/JICIITb ThI, TOJIKAs Mepeji COOOM CTONUK C €JI0N.

— A 49rto Ha MHe OyzeT HajgeTo? — MeraH noriaguia ero 1o Imee.

— Kopotkas o6tarusatorias ¢popMa rOpHIIHOM.

— Kaxkoro usera?

— Benoro. A cama TbI Obl1a ObI OOCHKOM.

— IMocmotpum, uTo 51 Mory [uist Teds caenath. — MeraH moniesioBana Jl’kopaaHa, ¥ TOT THXO
MIPOCTOHAN B OTBET...

13
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I'maBa 1

—3u! Meran! — I'poMkuii CTyk B 1BEpb BbIBE MeTraH U3 rOpbKUX pa3iyMHUN.

— Opny MuHyTy! — OHa CyHy/1a MUHMATIOPHbIN (hOTOAILOOM B CYMKY, CMaxHyJa HABEPHYBIIIU-
ecsl Ha TJia3a ce3bl ¥ nocrenmmia BHU3. Jlecsats MecsineB Ha3aj [kopaan Opocui ee, a OHa BCe elle
He MOIJIa CMUPUTBCS € 3TUM. B rocnieiHee Bpems eil ¢ TpyJoM ylaBaJloCh CKPbIBaTh CBOE OTYAsTHUE.

—Ilpuser, Anekca! Bee yxe roroBo? — MeraH pacniaxHysa ABEpb U YBUJIEJA IOAPYTY, CTOALILYIO
Ha [opore 1 Yuxalnyo 6e3 ocraHoBkU. — O, AJjekca...

— 910 HEBBIHOCUMO, MeraH. — ['1a3a AJeKchl C1e3WIMCh, HOC IOKPACHEN, a KOPOTKUE TEMHbIE
BOJIOCH pacTpenaauck. HecMoTpsl Ha kapkoe yTpeHHee coiHLe, AJiekca Jpoxkaia. — B 1o nmpocro
HEBO3MOXXHO NMOBepUTh. OTKyJa TOJIBKO B3sUIaCh 3Ta MpocTyia. Beap emie yac Hazajg s CIIOKOMHO
raguia (popmy 1 OblTa COBEPIIEHHO 30pOBa.

— Brmbens vero-uubyap ropsdyero? — MeraH MpoIycTH/Ia YMXAIONIyl0 B HOCOBOW ILIATOK
HoZIpyTY Briepea. — Bot, — cka3asia oHa MUHYTY CIycTs, IofiBuras Ajiekce KOpoOKy casipeToK 1 Yarlky
Kode.

JKeHIMHBI pactoNnoXUINCh B YIOOHBIX MATKHMX Kpeciiax.

— 51 He Mory padoTarh ¢ TaKo¥M poCcTyIor, MeraH. A 3T0O 3HAYUT, YTO s1 HE MOTY OOCITY’KMBaTh
BEYEPUHKY. MHe OYeHb KaJlb.

— He nepexwuail. — Meran ornuia vawo. — Thl Bejb He BUHOBaTa. Sl yBepeHa, Bce OydeT B
HOpSIIKE.

Barnsg Meran ynan Ha HeOOmbIION (hOTOATHOOM, BHIISIABIBAIOIINI 13 cyMKku. Portorpacpun
ObLIM cAenaHbl NOYTH rof Ha3al. Kazanoce, Bce 910 ObUIO B Ipomnwtoi ku3Hu. Torga Meran pernimia
HEMHOTO M3MEHHUTh CTWJIb paOOThl KOMIIAaHWH, YTOOBI OBITh MOOMMXe K jaoMmy. [lena I odeHb
xoporo. Penyranus Jleiicu cienana cBoe A€o, U Tenepb AJs ee KOMIAHUM ObUIM OTKPbITH BCE
JBEpPU.

— TyT paboTsI Bcero Ha OAMH JeHb, 51 PEKPACHO C HEH CITPABIIIOC.

— Ommunas uges. — Asiekca BBICMOpKaJlach. — Thl XOTh Ha HEKOTOPOE BpeMs yenenb u3 JIon-
noHa. Moselb oTripaBuThes B [Taprk 1 moOpoauTh Mo My3esiM. A eclii MOsI TPOCTY/AA YTUXHET, 51
MIPUCOE/IMHIOCH K Te0e B BOCKPECEHBE.

— Mosxer, Thl 4 TTpaBa. — MeraH BcTajia, oA0IUIa K OKHY U IOCMOTpeJia BHU3. YIOTHas YJI0UKa,
LIBETOYHBIE SAIMKM Ha OKHaxX, OyJbIKHAsi MOCTOBAs!, KOBaHbIE Orpajbl — pail B MMHHUATIOPE, HAXOAs-
IIMICS BCETO B HECKOJIIBKUX MUHYTAX XOAbObI OT PUIKEHT-CTPUT.

MeraH yxe aBHO YyBCTBOBaJa ceOsi omycTolleHHOW. Ho HecKONbKO AHeW Ha3aj TocKa I10
JIxopaaHy crajia HeBBIHOCUMOM, 1 MeraH 4yyBCTBOBaJIa, UTO €€ HEPBbI HATAHYTHI 10 MpeAea.

MosxeT, BeuepuHKa Ha OOpTy KopaOis Kak pa3 To, 4To ey ceituac HyxHo? Ho 310 padora, a
He pasBiedeHue. YTo K, MycTh Tak, HO 3TO MOMOXET el oTBIeYbcs. 1o KpaiiHell Mepe B 3TOT AEHb
JIkopIaH He MOSBUTCS HA MOPOre U He CTAaHET pacCKasblBaTh O MPUYMHAX CBOETO TAMHCTBEHHOI'O
MCUYE3HOBEHUS BCETO Yepes JIBa Mecslla 1nocje cBaibObl. MOKeT, OHa HAKOHELl CBBIKHETCS C MBICIIBIO,
yro JI)OpaaH yke HUKOI/a K Hell He BEepHEeTCH.

B3o6paBimchk Ha MOIOKOHHUK, MeraH HaTsHYTO YJIBIOHYIIACh.

— Ecnu Tl ynaauie 371ech Aena 10 KOHLA HefIesu, TO s 00elalo MpoCcieIUTh 3a MOArOTOBKON
BeuepuHKHU Ha «Meute». [IpuBe3tu Tebe yto-HuOyap u3 Kae?

— Armuxu! — Asiekca YMXHYJIa, Ha €€ I71a3ax BHICTYIHJIN clie3bl. — Bbisio Obl 3110poBo. S1 cocTapimo
CITUCOK.

[TeiHas peikas meBemopa MeraH ycbinaHa KOH(ETTH, I71a3a MOMy3aKPbIThl, 2 KPACHUBBIE YYyB-

CTBeHHBIE I'yObI [I’KOp/iaHa TOTOBBI OBLIH CITUTHCS € Held B roriestye. OHa CIIBIIIKT €ro TUXUH MIeNOT:
— Korga xe mbl cMoxkeM yiTi orcionia, Meran? §I He Mory A0KAaThCsl.
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OHM TOJNBKO YTO BBHIIUTM U3 IEpKBH. [Ipekje 4yeM OHU OCTaHyTCs HaeJWHE, MPOUJET erre
Heckosbko yacoB. Ho MeraH TyT ke 3a0buia 000 BceMm, korna [[xopnan mputsHyn ee Kk cede. OH
LIEJIOBAJT ee JIONTO U CTPACTHO, MOoKa MeraH He 3a/iposkasia OT 3aKMIaBIIero xenanus. Jla, CKpoMHO
HEBECTOM ee HUKAaK HeJlb3st ObUIO Ha3BaTh!

C TspKeNbIM B3/I0XOM MeraH repeBepHyJ/ia CTpaHUIly W TOCMOTpesia Ha Apyryio ¢oTtorpadgwuio.
Ha nelt 6puM M300paXkeHbl CYACTIIMBBIE MOJIOIOKEHBI, CHIAIINE B JABYKOJIKE, 3alPSKEHHOW TIOHM.
Meran BciomHIIA, Kak JI)XopaaH, ockinas ee Tuiedr NoIeysIMU, 030pHO IIETHYJT:

— Jagaii yoexum ¢ mpuema. HUKTO He 3amMeTuT.

— O, Torza Thl cTaHel b JJisi AJIeKChl Bparom HoMmep oquH! — MeraH 3amycTuiia najblibl B €ro
ITIeJIKOBUCTBIE OEJTIOKYpbIe BOJIOCHL. — A MEHS OHa IOcjie B yIop He Oy/leT BUIETh.

I'maza Jl:xopnaHa nmoreMHesnu.

— 4 rotoB pagu TeOs Ha Bce, Ioporasi, — MpoOOPMOTaT OH | YabIOHYNIcsA. Meran oboxana,
Korjia oH yibsioascs. Ha ero mekax mpu 3Tom Bcerja MmosiBIsUIMCh IMOYKHU. — Ho TOJTBKO He momnactb
B pa3psil BparoB AJieKchl!

— I'mymbiii! — Meran ynbIOHY/Iach, €e 3esieHble I1a3a 3aJ0pHO OJECHY/IH, KOT/Ia OHa, MOJIOKUB
PYKYy Ha MYyCKYJIMCTOe Oepo HOBOSIBJICHHOTO MyKa, 3asBWia: — S codupanack MompocuTh Kydepa
OTBE3TH HAC KO MHe!

KoneuHo ke, oHa JIMIIb Ipa3HUIa Myka, HO TOT BOCIIPHHST BCE BCephe3.

I'pomKwmii rynok aBToMoOmIIst BeiBe MeraH u3 3agymunBocTr. OHa moadesxasia K OKHY ¥ loMa-
Xajla pyKoW OXMJIABILEH BHU3Y MOApPYyre. 3aTeM OHA MOAXBAaTWIIA JOPOXKHYIO CYMKY, HaMepeBascCh
crycTuThest BHU3. Ho BApYT ee B3I ynai Ha cBaaeOHbIN (poToasib0oM, 1 MeraH TOPOIUIMBO CyHYJIa
ero B CyMKy. TsikeJo B3I0XHYB, OHa CHsIJIA C MaJIbIla 0OpyYaIbHOE KOMBIIO U, e1Ba CICPKUBAst pblaa-
HUs, Opocria ero B (hapdopoByio Ba3dy, CTOSBIIYIO Ha TyalneTHoM croimke. Hukorma... Hukorna,
Ja’e B CaMOM KOILIMapHOM CHe, MeraH He Moryia peJICTaBUThb, YTO €l MPUAETCS OTMEYaTh NEePBYIO
TOJOBIIMHY CBOETO 3aMYy>KECTBAa B OIMHOYECTBE, Ja €I1Ie BAAIM OT AOMa.

«Meura» Obuta orpoMHa. IllukapHas Oenast sIXTa JAJMHOW CTO MATHAECAT (hyTOB Onectena B
SIPKMX JIyyaX MaiCKOIo COJHIIA.

Opetsiit B yHH(POPMY CTIOAPIT BCTpeydat MPHOBIBAIOIIAIA 0OCITYKUBAIOIINIA TIEPCOHAJT Ha CTYTIe-
HAX Tparna. OH IPUBETCTBOBAJI KaKI0TO U Ha3bIBaJl HOMEP €ro KaloThl. DKUIAKY MPEICTOSIIO I0JIroe
nytemiectsue. Beap u3 Kane «Meuta» nomkHa Obiia otripaButhest B Bect-Uuguio. CapunyB 6poBH,
CTIOAp/ B3MJIsIHYJI HA MeraH U ee CITyTHUKOB, BHIXOAMBIIMX U3 MUKpoaBToOyca. Bce oM Obln emy
HE3HAKOMBI.

— Mubi u3 komnannu «Tum3 U1 IprM3», — 00bsicHMIa MeraH. — {1 oTBeualo 3a MOCTaBKU MPo-
AOYKTOB U TOIUIBIBY ¢ Bamu 10 Kasne. A mpounii mepcoHas MOKMHET KOpadib MOCTe CErOAHSIITHEro
npuema.

— A, na. Meran Jleiicu 1 cOTpyIHUKH, — CKa3aJl CTIOAp], ejasi IOMETKY B )KypHaJie. — B Baiem
pacrnopshkeHUH KaloTa Ha HIDKHEH naiyoe.

— Ha amxneit many6e? la 1o xe mecta it padoB! — mpoBopuaia AJiekca, Korja OHU TIOTHU-
MAaJTKCh TIO TPaIy, a 3aTeM CIYCKAIMCh Ha HIKHIOW NMay0y NIMKAPHOTO CYIHA.

— Ilepectanb HBITH, — pepBasa ee Meran. — YToOBI TIOJTy4YaTh XOpOIIHE AEHBIU, HYKHO TpY-
JUTBCS.

AJtekca B3OXHYJIA.

— MoxeT, cKaxelllb, 4T0 ¢ TOOOM TBOPUTCS B TIOC/IEIHEE Bpems?

- a...

Ha norosnke y3xkoro Kopuopa BCIBIXHYJIU JIAMIIOYKH, OCBETUB TOJICTBIN KPaCHOBATO-KOPUYHE-
BBII1 KOBEp.

— MHe o4eHb TrOpbKO.

15



. Vaiing. «30B aymm»

— Jla HeT, s He TO UMena B BUAY. — AJleKca BCTaBMIJIA KAPTOUKY B MPOpPE3b Ha TOJICTOM jepe-
BSIHHOH JIBEPH, BBIKPAILICHHOHN B OEJIBbII IIBET, U TOJKHY/A ee TuiedoM. — MHe KaKeTcs, Thl COBCEM
noTepsijia YyBCTBO IOMOpA.

— 1 yxe moTepsijia BEJMKOJIETTHBIN OM M MYKa-TIOAJIelia ¢ 9TOi ero ¢ppa3oil «Haia Jo00Bb
Oyner amuThest BeuHo». Yept! [loTepsTs ele 1 4yBCTBO I0MOPa — 3TO ObLIO ObI CIIUIIIKOM.

— Jla nagHo Tebe, MeraH, cMotpu Beceneli! Tebe mopa Obl ke CBHIKHYThCS ¢ TioTepeit JIxop-
JlaHa Y TIOHSTh HAKOHEIl, YTO OH OOJIbIlie He BEPHETCSI.

Bo3nukiia HenoBKasi maysa, M OpUIIMaHTKH BIPYT 3arOBOPHITH XOPOM, JKeJasi XOTh KaK-To CIJia-
IIATH OECTAKTHOCTH AJIEKCBI.

— 41 3Ha10 3T10. — Meras riyOoKo B3oxHYy/ 2. OHa BAPYT OCO3HAJIA, YTO POBHO IO/l HA3al OHU
¢ IxopaaHom, ctost Tiepe]; CBSIIIEHHUKOM, Jajii KJISITBBI BEPHOCTH ApYT Apyry. — Bce koHueHo. A
CHsJIa 00pydYaIbHOE KOJIBIIO, a 3TO... — OHa BHITAIMIA U3 CYMKH (HOTOATHOOM. — ITO s1 COOMPAIOCh
BBIOPOCHUTH B MOpe !

— MHe xaJb...

— MHe Toxe, — THXO oTBeTM/Ia MeraH, OTHpaBsisiCh B BAHHYIO KOMHATY, YTOObI IIEPEOAETHCS B
pabouyio ogexay. OHa, Kak OOBIYHO, COCTOSIIIA U3 YEPHOTO TUIaThsl, Oesoro papTyka, YepHbBIX YyJIOK
U Ty(eb-JI0J0YeK.

— Wrak, BH Bce ceifuac HampaBUTECh B KAIOT-KOMIIAHUIO, a 51 PUCOEIMHIOCh K BaM TIOTOM, —
oObsiBMIIA MeraH, pacriaxvBasi JBepb BaHHOM.

Anekca, rickoca MorJisiibiBast Ha ce0sl B 3epKaJlo, HaKJIaJbIBajla MaKHUsIK.

— C 1006011 Bce B iopsijike? — CIPOCHIIA OHA TIOZIPYTY, KOTJa OCTaJIbHbIE YIILTH. — B camoM siene
Bce B nopsiake? 51 COBEpIIEHHO He XOTela MOKa3aThCsl HEBEKIMBOM. — Ajlekca HaxMypuiiach. — Mue
MIPOCTO OYEHb XOTEJIOCh, YTOOBI THl CHOBA CTajIa TAKOH JKe Becesior 1 OeciadanrHom, KaK ¥ paHbIIie.

— Huyero crpammsoro. [Tpocto Tel OblJTa CO MHOW OTKpPOBEHHA. — MeraH rnoxara rieqyamu.

MeraH MorJa MOKJISICThCS, YTO HA I71a3a AJIEKChl HAaBEpHYJIHCh Clie3bl. Meran Haxmypuiiach.
YTo yrogHo, TOJMBKO HE HABSI3UMBasH KaJIOCTh.

CrycTsi TpH yaca CTOJIbl B KAIOT-KOMITAHUU ObUTH HAKPBITHL. VIX yKparanu cepeOpsiHble Basbl,
HAaIoJTHEeHHbIe UKPOH. Kpekepsl Jieskany Ha U3SIIHBIX Tapesikax MpUJyIIMBeIME Topkamu. Ha Omone
B IIEHTPE KaXJ0ro CTOJIa KPacoBaJICSl O'POMHBIN JIOCOCh, OOIOKEHHBIN TprodesisiMu. DTH N3bICKaH-
Hble KYyIIaHbsl TAPMOHMYHO JIOTIONHSUIM TOPBI cajlata U pa3HooOpas3Hbix caHipuue. [llammanckoe
OXJIAKJAIOCh B CEpeOpsIHBIX BeJEpKax CO JILAOM, KaX[blid CTON O(UIIMAHTKY YKPACHIIU Ba3aMu C
yyaecHbIMU OykeTamu 11BeTOB. OnieThle B OeJIOCHEXKHYI0 YHHU(OPMY CTIOApIbl MOBECHIM HAa CTEHBI
KpOILIEUHbIE KUTANCKNE (POHAPUKHU.

— Crniacu60 3a momorip, Ajekca. — MeraH IIMpPOKO YJIBIOHYIAaCh, POBOXkast moapyry. — Hy uro,
yBugumcs B [lapuke B BockpeceHbe?

— Bynp yBepena, s1 o0s3atenbHO nipueny. V He paccrpauBaiicst Tak CWIbHO M3-3a [kopaaHa.
Bce-Taku ecTh 11aHC, 4TO OH BEpHETCSI M OOBSICHUT, IIe OH Mporagall.

— ¥ Hero Ha 310 OBUI IOYTH LEJIbIH TO/I, — PEIIUTETbHO TPSIXHYB TOJIOBOM, OTBeTHIA MeraH.

— YT0 X, — TUXO Mpou3Hecia AJiekca, — rie Obl OH HU ObLI, sl yBepeHa, uto JIopaaH Bce elne
aymaer o teoe.

Cros Ha Kpato 6acceiHa U TSI Ha TUISIIIYIIME B BOJE COJTHEUHbIe OJMIMKM, MeraH rnokavasna
T'OJIOBOIA:

— CeronHs niepBasi roIOBIMHA HaIliel cBaabObl. Ecn Obl [IxxopaaH qyman 000 MHe, OH Heripe-
MEHHO J1aJ1 Obl 0 ceOe 3HaTb.

[Nomaxas noxpyre Ha rpoinanye, MeraH BIpYyT MOYYBCTBOBAJIa, YTO BHOBb HAUMHAET BIIAJaTh
B YHBIHVE.
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— Tlopa, — nporentana oHa cebe MO HOC, YBUJIEB MPUOIMKAIONIMECs JTMMY3UHBI, KOTOPHIE,
CBepKasl B JIy4ax 3aXOJIAINEro COMHIIA, MEAJICHHO Bbe3XKalu Ha MPHUCTaHb. [1oXoxke, HAYMHAIN TIPU-
ObIBATh TOCTH.

— Mory s npeIoKUTh BaM Kakre-HUOYAb OMi0/1a WK HAIMUTKU? — ABTOMAaTUYECKH MOBTOPSIS
3ayuyeHHyIo (ppa3y, MeraH u apyrue opUIMAHTKH CHOBAJIM MEX/y CTOJIMKOB, CHOBA M CHOBA HarloJ-
HsIsl TAPEJIKYU KYIIaHbsIMU, 2 OOKaJIbI IamMrnaHckuM. OT HUX He OTCTaBIM peropTepsl U potorpadel,
CTapasiCh B MeJIbYANIINX MOAPOOHOCTSIX 3arevaTyieTb MPa3aHECTBO.

«J10MKHO OBITh, 3TUX (poTOrpachuil ¥ UHTEPBHIO CO 3HAMEHUTOCTSIMU XBATUT TeTleph Ha LEJIbIi
rofi», — C yCMeIIKoi rnogymaina Meras.

MeraH npHIuioch Bech Beuep yIblOaThCsl, XOTs el ObIJIO COBCeM He JI0 Becenbsi. Kpome Toro,
ee OeOCHEeKHBIN (hapTyK 3a0pbI3rayii MIaMIIAaHCKUM, a TeCEMKH BCe BpeMs pa3Bsi3biBasiuch. Ho
HECMOTPsI Ha BCE TO, OHA YyBCTBOBAJIA ITyOOKO€E YIOBIETBOpeHUe. Benp pueM [yis Aestesnei moy-
Ou3Heca, KOTOPHI OHA OPraHU30BAJIA, TIPOIIETT C OTPOMHBIM YCIIEXOM.

Cam Mbatt ionpe, Biaaesnen] «MedTbl», MOIOIIEN TO3HAKOMUTHCS ¢ Meras.

— Bel omnyHO cnipaBuiuck, mucc Jleicu. — BeipakeHue MCKpeHHeN paJocTu Ha jmie Meraxn
OBbLJIO HEMeEJIJICHHO 3ariedaTsieHo oqHuM u3 potorpadoB. — f oOs3aTebHO OyIy peKOMEH/I0BaTh Bac
CBOMIM JPY3bsIM U 3HAKOMBIM. — Ero yibiOKka v pyKkoroxarue ObUTH TEIUTBIMA U UCKPEHHUMH, a caM
OH 4eM-TO HaroMHu1 MeraH otia.

— Crnacu6o. — YibiOka Meran Obuta ocienuteibHON. — Hazieroch, 9to myTemecTBre JOCTaBUT
BaM YJIOBOJIbCTBUE.

MusmoHep 3acMesiics.

— Ilycts Bac He BBOmUT B 3a0myxjeHue 3ToT npueM. C 3aBTpailHero AHsS y MEHsI HAYHYTCS
OeCKOHEYHbIE BCTPEYH U MeperoBopbl. Tak MpoamTes 10 TexX Mop, Moka Mbl He qocturiem Kapu6-
CKOI'0 MOpA.

Bckope Meran yciblaia CUrHas, a moToM roJioc KaruTaHa, KOTOPhI HAOMUHAJ TOCTSIM, UTO
MIpUILLIA [TOpa NOKUHYTh AXTYy. Tonbko Tenepp Meran nouyBCTBOBala, Kak IyIAT OT YCTAJIOCTH €€
HOT'H.

OXpaHHUKM CMEUIAJIUCh C TONIOW TOCTEW, oOMorasi TeM, KTO ¢ TPYJOM JepXkajicsl Ha HOrax.
[MMamnaHckoe caenano cBoe eno. HeckompKko 4esoBeKk TIIATEIbHO MPOBEPSIIN JIMYHOCTH TeX, KTO
octajcs Ha 60opTy. MHOrMe U3 3TUX JIIOIeH yXe YIaTWINCh B CBOM KalOThl, YTOOBI MEPEOIEThCS K
obemy.

— Ecimm BHI HpI/I6€peT€CB B KAalOT-KOMIIAHWH, TO Mbl BBIYUCTHUM IIOJIbI, — CKa3aJl, pacCTaBJIAA
cryibs, Ounmni, crapmui cTioapa,.

«Bce 3akonuyeno. Hakonen-to!» — nogymasia Meras, o0ier4eHHO MepeBOIs IyX.

CHyCTH ACCATb MUHYT OHa IMPOBOAUJIA OCTAJIBHBIX COTPYIHUIT CBOEN KOMIIaHUH, IIOMaxaB UM
Ha IMpOoIIaHue PyKOU. 3aTteM oHa mooberana cebe He BIaJaTh B YHIHUE U, Pa3BePHYBIIKCH, HAITPa-
BUJIaCh B CTOPOHY KamOy3a.

Hy u ny! Pabora Tam muia momHbsIM XoioM. MeraH perimia, 4To ceiiuac K Heil MOIOUAYyT U
MIONPOCAT TIOMOYb € IpUroToBiieHneM odena. Ho atoro He mpousonwio. [onoxaas HemHoro, Meran
OIVISIAENach U 3aMeTHIa JBEPb, BEAYILYIO B XOJIOAWIbHYI0 Kamepy. OHa Tak ¥ MaHWIIa MPOXJIaJIOou.
MeraH BoIILTa BHYTPb U OJa)KeHHO 32)XKMYpHJIa I71a3a, KOTAa CTPYUKH JISASHOTO BO3/1yXa KOCHYJIHChH
ee KOoxHU. SIXTa cierka nokaunBajiach, 1 MeraH nogymasa, 4Yro KanuTaH U KOMaHAA YKe TOTOBATCS
OTJATh MIBAPTOBBL. BpoCHB B3IIIsI Yepe3 Mmieyo U yOeAMBIIUCh, YTO OHA COBEPILIEHHO OfHA, MeraH
BMHOBATO YJIBIOHYJIACh U TIPHKAIACh CIIMHOM K MPOXJIagHou aBepu. Ele HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT OJaskeH-
HOU MMpoXJj1aabl, 1 OHA OTIIPABUTCA B KAlOT-KOMITAHWIO 1 HAYHET ITPUTOTOBJICHUA K O66,D,'y.

«MeuTa» HaKpeHUIach, U ABEPb XOIOJWIBHON KaMepbl pacliaxHyjach, CJIOBHO HATIOMUHAS, YTO
riepephiB 3aKOHYEH U ITopa CHOBA OpaThCs 3a padoTy.
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Meran 3aKpblIa IBEPb U HAIIPABUJIACh K KAlOT-KOMITAHHU.
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I'maBa 2

— O l'ocnionu... Het! — 3akpuyana Meran. HaBepHoe, m1a3a ceirpaiu ¢ Heu 3i1y1o myTky. OHa
OlIIApallieHHO CMOTpesa Ha OJie[Hble OT yKaca Jvia Jiofei, oOpaleHHble K Hell. DKUMax sXThl U
MPUIJIAIIEHHBIE TOCTU CTOSUIA B M03€ «PYKH 3a TOJIOBY» M CO CTPAXOM CMOTPEJIM Ha BOOPYKEHHBIX
JIONIel, OKPYKUBIIUX UX. Bce TeppopucThl ObLIM OJETH B YEPHOE, a MX JIMIA 3aKPbIBAJIM MACKHU.

B katore noBucia 3noBemas TummrHa. Heyxenn saxty 3axsatiim?

— BuI ckazamm, 4To Bee 371ech!

TUIIMHY HAPYIIWT Pe3KUI OKPUK OTHOTO U3 Pa300MHUKOB, KOTOPbIH MPUCTABUI K MOAOOPOAKY
KaluraHa JyJIo MUCToeTa. JleBylika OTKpbLia OT YAUBJIEHUsI POT. BOOpYKEHHBIN YEJIOBEK OKA3aJICA
KEHIIMHOM, OIETOM B MYXCKOU KOCTIOM. OHa roBOpHJIA C CUJIbHBIM AKLIEHTOM.

MeraH nouty KOeu OLyTWJIA LENKHUEe B3MJIAABl STUX OIETHIX B YEPHOE JIOAEU. 3aTeM OIuH
U3 HUX PE3KO pa3BepHYJICS K KaluTaHy, TpeOys: 0ObsicHeHMA. MeraH 3acThuia OT ykaca. Moxer, 310
BCET'0 JIMIIb TIIATEJIbHO CIUIAHMPOBAHHBIM PEKJIAMHBIM TPIOK? MeraH OTKa3blBaslaCh BEpUTh CBOUM
m1azam. Toro He MoxeT ObITh. HeT. Hukorna.

OmrapariieHHasi 1 HU4ero He MoHUMaroIIasi, Meran oTcTynuia Ha3aj K JBepy kamOy3a. Moxer,
OHA CIHT U €l CHUTCS Kommap?

— Hazan! — BeicOkuil MyKUMHA IIArHyJI K Hed, M ero Kpernkue MaJiblibl OOJIbHO BBIBEPHYJIH e
pyKy. TeppopucT OGecriepeMOHHO BTOJIKHYJI JEBYIIKY OOpPaTHO.

EnBa He ynaB, Meran HEpBHO BBIKPUKHYJIA!

— Pyku nipous!

B Ty %ke cexyHay ee CUIbHO YIapuIu MEKAY JIOMATOK.

— Canp! U 3aTKHUCH!

— He cmelite mens tporats!

O Tocrionu, Heyxenmu Bce 3T0 HasBy? MyxunHa OONbHO yxBartwil MeraH 3a MogOOpOJIOK |
3aCTaBUJI MTOTHATH JIULIO.

— Tw1 ouenb cmenast, na? — OH TOXe TOBOPHJI C CUJIBHBIM aKIIEHTOM. — 51 JII0OJTI0 CMEJTBIX JKEeH-
IIIVH.

MeraH UHCTUHKTUBHO TPSIXHYJIA TOJIOBOM, UTOObI OCBOOOTUTHCSI.

— Ornycrure meHs. 4 cany.

— Kax 1e6s1 30ByT? — OH IIpsIMO BBICTPEIMBAJI CIIOBAMH. — YTO THI JeJ1aelib Ha OOPTY STOM SIXThI?

— 4 ee kanuTaH... A BbI 4TO, TPOTUB?

MeraH He CTOWJIO TakK IIYTUTh, IOTOMY YTO MYKYMHA CHOBa yuaapui ee. B miazax y Meran
MOTEMHEJO, a K ropi1y MoAkaruia TomHota. HemHoro mpuzs B ce0s1, OHa 3aKpuUvaa:

— Jlymaelib, Thl KpENKUM NMapeHb, Aa? — CIepKUBAEMbIil CTPAXOM THEB HAKOHEL! BBIPBAJICS
Hapyxky. — Jla Tl MPOCTO HUKYEMHBIN XBacTyH. UTO Tl MOXelllb Oe3 CBOero nmucrosnera’?

OT 3THX JIep3KUX CJIOB pa30OMHUK Mpullen B sipocth. [Iporpemen Beictpen. [yns yaapuia B
MOTOJIOK, U Ha TOJIOBBI JIIO/IEW MOCBHITAIACH OCKOJKU. KTO-TO MPOH3UTENBHO 3aKpryall.

— Kak T1e06s1 30ByT? — OBTOPHJT TEPPOPUCT. — UTO ThI 3[1ECh JIeNIaeIllb?

— Kakas Bam pa3znuna?

— OrtBeyaii!

— MeHs HaHsUTH, YTOOBI OPraHU30BaTh MpUeM. — MeraH yKpaJIkoi ITOCMOTpeJia Ha CBOM Oe3bl-
MSHHBIN ITaer; 0e3 Kojibla. — Moe umsa Meran Jleicu.

— Mucc nnm Muccuc? — npoaosiKai JONpallivBaTh My)KUYMHA, HE OTBOJS MMUACTOJIETA.

— Mucc. — MeraHn cxanach OT cTpaxa, HO CTapajlach HEMOKA3bIBaTh ITOTO.

— I'nme TBOg KaroTa?

— 3ayem 310 Bam?

— 4 cnpammBai — Tel OTBevaelb. [ ie?
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Meran 3akycuiia ryoy.

— TI'apec! XBarut npucTaBarh K JEBYIIKE, — Pa3/1ajics BIACTHBIN rojoc.

MeraH HenmpOM3BOJIBHO OBEPHYJIA FOJIOBY, YTOOBI TOCMOTPETh, KTO TO CKa3aJl. BrICOKMIA My -
YMHA CTOsIT, HEOPEKHO OOJIOKOTHBIIUCH HAa KOJIOHHY. Bee HaxoasIumecs: B KaloT-KOMIIAHUU 0O0epHY-
JIUCb.

—MBHe HpaBUTCA Ta KpacoTka, — Bo3pasui ['agec, — modmo 6ab ¢ xapakTepoMm.

OH MoXoTIMBO OCKIabmIIcsi. MeraH XOTelnoch 3aKpuvaTh OT OTBpAIEHUS U yXKaca.

— Xopora crepa! Ona Oyager Moei.

— Hu 3a uro!

lapmec 3amomun eii pyky. OHa Hayajia OTYasTHHO BBIPHIBATHLCS, HE TIOMHS ceOs1 OT OOJIH.

— Otniyctu mens! Thl, ckoTuHa!

— To1 capimmian, yto ckazana jgeau? OTiycT ee! — BHOBb 3arOBOPHIT BBICOKUIN MYKUMHA, CTOSIB-
M Y KOJIOHHBI. HecMOTpst Ha HEBO3MYTHMBIH TOH, MeraH OH NoKa3aJiCsl ropa3Jo CTpallHee, YeM
rpommia, cxBarusimii ee. [1o cpaBaeHMIo ¢ HUM ["ajiec Kaszancsi BCEro JIMIb IyTOM.

— Jla mMayio s yto OGonraet 3Ta Kpomika! OHa 3aJI0)KHUIA, ¥ TIYCTh Oarogaput Hedeca 3a To,
YTO 51 TOOPHINA!

OH cHoBa aepHyn MeraH 3a pyKy, HO TYT OHa U30 BCEX CHJI HACTYNUJIa €My Ha HOTY OCTPBIM
KaOJIyKoM. «Ara, Tebe 00JIbHO, HErofsIi | » — Mmogymalia OHa C MCTUTENIBHOUM PafocThio. B3BHIB OT sipo-
CTH, OH 3aMaxHyJics Ha Meran. Ho oH He ycrien yaapuTth ee ¥ caM CBAJIMJICS TOYHO CHOII, COMTHIN
KYJIAKOM TJIaBapsl.

— Kaxercs, To1 3a0bU1, 4TO KOMaHAYIO 3/1€Ch 5.

—Yro? — I'aziec ¢ Tpynom noxgHsicst Ha HOru. OH SIBHO MOOanMBaJICs CTapIlero.

— OcraBb 3Ty KEHIIMHY B TIOKOE. DTO MpHKa3. — MeraH No4yBCTBOBAJIa HEKOTOPOE OOIeryeHue.
XoTs Obl OIUH U3 3TUX HETO[sIeB BeJeT ceOsl MO-YeI0BEYECKH.

— $1 cobupancst HeMHOro no3adaBuThesl ¢ Hell. UTo TyT Takoro? — I'ajgec moTtupan meky, Ha
KOTOpOH HaOyXaJl CHHSIK.

Uephble 11a3a 3eBca — Tak 3BAJIM BHICOKOTO MYKUMHY — YCTaBUJIMCh Ha MeraH, 1 o0ierdyeHue,
KOTOPOE OHA MCTIBITHIBAJIA BCETO MUHYTY Ha3a/l, TYT e YJAeTYYUJIOCh. 3eBC MPHUITOAHSIT TOAOOPOIOK
AEBYIIKH U C XOJIOAHBIM BHICOKOMEPUEM 3arIsIHYJI eHl B I1a3a.

— ¢l cam HamepeH ¢ Hell pa3BiIevbcsl. 3allOMHHU, HEJJOYMOK, TAKHe KPACOTKH He TIPO TBOIO YECTb.

B TOT %€ MOMEHT B KaloTe pazfaiicsl pe3Kuil, HempuATHbIA cMex. CMmesiach KeHIIMHA.

— Hy nakonern-to, 3eBc. A s yX Havaja JyMarh, YTO Tl yTPATHJI CBOIO MYKCKyIo cuity! — Ona
YJIBIOHYJIACh, XOTS 3TY 3JI0BEIIYIO IPUMACY, UCKaKEHHYIO K TOMY K€ MacKOM, C TPYAOM MOKHO ObLIO
Ha3BaTh yIeIOKoW. — U Bce ke Tebe MmpuaeTcss HEMHOTO MO0KIaTh. Y HAC eCTh Jefia MOBaXHee. —
JKennmHa otana Kakue-To pacriopsiKeHHUsI Ha HETIOHSITHOM si3bike. OIMH U3 TepPOPUCTOB MOAOIIET
K KallUTaHy U MpUKa3al:

— Wnem co MHOII.

Kanurany HA4ero He ocTaBasioch, KpoMe Kak IOBMHOBAThCS. A JKEHIIIMHA TEM BpeMEHeM Ipo-
JoJKaa:

— TI'apec, XpoHoc, 3aiimuTech rpy3om!

[o psimam crpyIuBIIMXCs B KAIOT-KOMITAHUY JTIOJEH MpoIiies pornoT, 1 MeraH noiimasa Ha ce0e
HECKOJIbKO COYYBCTBEHHBIX B3MISIIOB. HO aTamaHIa pe3ko MpUKpPUKHYIA:

— A Hy THxo!

— O kakoM rpy3e Bbl rToBopuTe? — MeraHn BOITPOCUTEIBHO MOCMOTpeIa Ha JKEHIIUHY.

Ho I'anec, HajaBuB eii Ha 1iedr, HACUJIBHO YCAIII Ha CTYII.

— Hukakux Bompocos, Jleticu! [lenaii TOIBKO TO, 4TO TeOe TOBOPAIT.

Meran Opocuiia Ha HEro B3IVIs, TIOJHBINA OTBPAILEHHsI, HO TpoMoITJaia. YTo JomkKeH cienarh
9TOT BCEJNSOMUN ykac u oMmep3eHue ['agec? Yrto Oyner ¢ HUMU co BceMH? 3HAIOT JIM yKe BJIACTU
O TOM, YTO 3Ta MpeKpacHas sIXTa 3aXBaueHa INAiKOI MCUXOB, MPUCBOUBIINX ceOe UMEHA IPeYeCKUX
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6oros? O 'ocriou, uTO €i JeaTh, €CIM STOT MyKYMHA C TPOH3UTETFHBIMU YePHBIMHU TJIa3aMU B3]1y-
MaeT pacIyCTUTh pyKu? MeraH COIpOrHyiach OT 3TOW MBICITU ¥ TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA TIOJICTYMAIONIYIO Ty P-
HoTy. OHa He MoIJIa ToIIeBeINTh HA PYKOM, HU HOroi. Ka3aiock, 4To cTpax MOJHOCTHIO Mapain3o-
BaJ ee.

— 3eBc, OOBIIIH 3Ty KEHIIUHY, — IPUKa3ajia aTaMaHIIa. — Bcex ocTanbHbIX yke 0ObICKaI. Mbl
HE XOTUM, YTOOBI 9Ta KPOIIIKA Bcaauia Te0e HOX B CITUHY.

«A BeJIb XOpoIIIasi MBIC/Ib», — MOayMasia MeraHs.

— Bceranp! — npukasan Mmyx4nHa, youpas ECTOJIET B KOXKaHYI0 KOOypy, BUCEBIIYIO Y HEroO Ha
rosice.

MeraH BHOBb MMOUYBCTBOBaJIa yCTpeMJIeHHbIe Ha Hee B3DIAAbl. OHa TOMbITanach BCTaTh, HO
HOTH HE CITYIIAJINCh, a PyKH Jpokasii. TOIbKO MBIC/Ib padoTasia yKacarlme YeTKO.

— Bcrasb! — IOBTOpUIT My>KUMHA.

— 41 mpITAIOCH. .

HeoxuganHo 3eBc JIpOCyHYIT JTaJJOHU €i O/ MBIIIKH, TIOIHSLT ¥ TIPUCIIOHMT K KOJIOHHE.

MeraH 3axMyprIach, KOraa pyKu MYKYMHBI HA4aId OJykJaTh O ee Telly, He MPOITyCKas HU
CaHTUMeTpa. 3eBC PHIBKOM PACCTErHYI IuiaThbe MeraH u omrynai ee rpyab. OH enan 310 JoIro u
MeJIJIeHHO. 3aTeM ero pyKH CITyCTHIIUCh Hike. MeraH IMbITajlach YCIIOKOUTH Ce0s TeM, UTO OCTaJIbHbIC
TOCTH SIXTHI ¥ WICHBI SKUIIAXA yKe TIOIBEPIJIMCH STON YHU3NUTEIBHOM Mpolienype. Terneps HacTana ee
ouepe/ib, U CKOPO Bce 3akoH4YMTCs. Ho Tpokh BCe HE YHUMATIAch.

— MoseIb 3aCTerHyThCs, — ycIbliana MeraH.

OHa nomnkITanach, HO MAJBIBI BAPYT CIETATMCh MATKUMHU U BSUTBIMUA Y HAIIOMWHAJIU TETIephb pas-
MOpOXeHHbIe COCUCKH. BHe3anmHo y MeraH nepexBaTiIO JbIXaHHe OT yKaca: OHA TIOYyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK
MAJTBITBI OOBICKUBAIOIIETO €€ MYKUYUHBI CKOJIB3HYJIM B UYJIKH, B KOTOPBIX COBEPIIIEHHO HEBO3MOKHO
OBbLJIO YTO-JIMOO CIPATATH, IPOILTHCH TI0 BHYTPEHHEN CTOpoHE Oefiep, a 3aTeM OIIYTAaIH JIOABIKKH.
3eBc CHSUI C JIEBYIIKM Tyiu, oOC/ieloBall MX ¢ MpeyBeJuYeHHbIM BHUMaHueM. [lo criuHe Meran
MOTEK XOJIOJHBIN TOT.

«JlxopaH, — TymMaa oHa, yTKHYBIIMCH JIOOM B TIPOXJIAJHYIO Oenyio KonoHHy. — O, IIxxopaaH!
['ne xe toi? 41 HUKOTAA He TpoIy TeOs 3a TO, UTO Thl OCTABIJI MeHs1. M BOT Tereph 5 BHIHYXK/ICHA IO/
YUHATHCS 9TOM CBUHBE BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI IPA3/IHOBATH FOIOBIIMHY HAIllel CBabObl. MBI JOJIKHBI
ObLIU TIOAHATH OOKaJIbI H...»

— Canp, Jlencu.

Ecnu 661 Meras oTmycTiiia pyKu, TO HaBepHsIKa yraia Obl Ha 1moj1. KHOITKM Ha T1aThe OBbUIH T10-
Mpe’kHeMY pacCTerHyThl, 0OHakas Tpyab. MeraH BHOBb IpHKajiach JJOOM K KojoHHe. OHa yTeriaia
ce0s1 TeM, YTO BCe MaccaXxupbl mponum dyepe3 310. [lo mekam MeraH crpywiuchk ciessl. Ee teno
COIPOTaioch OT OE33BYyUYHBIX PHITAHUI.

— MHe m10xo.

— OTBenu ee B BaHHYIO! — KPUKHYJIA JKEHIIMHA, BO3IJIABIISIONIAs TeppoprcToB. — M He 3a0yib
3aCTaBUTh ee yOpaThCsl.

JKeHimyHa BHIpyraiach Ha CBOEM SI3bIKe, KOrjaa 3eBC MOAXBATHJI O] PYKH MOIIATHIBAIOITYIOCS
MeraH ¥ noTamui ee B IMUKAPHYIO BAHHYI0 KOMHATY KalOT-KOMITAaHUH.

OH GeccTpacTHO B3Upal Ha TO, KaK JIEBYIIIKA YMBIBAJIACh, TIHITASICh IPUBECTHU B MOPSIOK JIUIIO U
MbICITA. MeraH He BUjiesia HI4Iero, 4To MOIJIO Obl TIOCITYXKUTh Opy)ueM. Ho oHa He Tepsijia HaJle K Ibl.
HyxHo ObUTO JIWIITE BHUMATETbHEE OCMOTPETLCS U MOTSHYTh BPEMsI.

MeraH B3rJIsiHy/1a Ha ceOs1 B 3epKaJjlo, BUCSINee HaJl yMbIBaTbHUKOM. Ha Hee cMoTpenio mept-
BEHHO-0JIe/IHOE JIMIIO C IMIMPOKO PACKPHITHIMU OT CTpaxa riazamu. BoJockl pacTpernaivch, TaThe
paccrernyTo... ['ocrionu, Ha Koro oHa rnoxoxa?.. Ha pacrytHuiry ? 9Ta MbIC/Ib 3aCTaBUIa €€ B3JISIHY Th
Ha 3eBca. Ho, noiimas ero B3misii, Merad Totyac otBesna ria3a. OHa BHOBb MOIBITAIACh 3aCTETHYTh
1aThe, HO KHOIKY ObUTM OYeHb TYTUMH U HUKAaK He XOTEeJU TOIaBaThCsl.

He roBops Hu cnoBa, 3eBc JIOBKO MOMOT €fi.
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—I'ne TBO4 KaioTa?

— Ho co mHO#1 yxe...

— C to0o¥1 Terieph OyIy KHTh 5.

— Her!

— Moxer, Tl npeanounTtaenb [aneca? — 3eBc noxai miedyamu. — OH He CJMIIKOM 00X0ouTe-
JIeH C KeHIIMHAMH.

— A TBI?

— Io kpaiiHeit Mepe sl He yOUBaIO TeX, ¢ KeM 3aHHMAIOCh JIDOOBBIO.

— O Boxe! — HecMoTpst Ha )KUBOTHBIN CTpaXx, 3aTYMaHUBIIHMIA PACCYIOK, IIIe-TO B TIIyOWHE TyIIN
MeraH pOCHYJIOCh YyBCTBO caMOCOXpaHeHus. — [loxaiyiicta, He o3Bojsai ['agecy nmpuOmmxarbes
KO MHe!

— 3HAYUT, ITOrO THI OOUIILCS OOJIBIIIE BCErO?

— Ja.

— Torpa nenaii, 9To 51 CKaxy, U OCTAHEIIbCS B )KUBBIX. — 3€BC HEMHOTO MOMOTYAJI, & IOTOM
noGasu: — [Tokaxku MHE CBOIO KaloTy.

— Ceituac? Ho...

— D710 He TBOs 3a00Ta. [TokasbiBaid, Kyaa UITH.

CobupaeTcs JId OH YTO-TO cesaTh ¢ Hel npsMo ceiiyac? M Het? A 4To, eciii OHa He TOfI-
gyuuutca? Torga ['agec Moxer...

MeraH 11112 HApOYUTO MEJJIEHHO, TO U JIeJI0 OCTAHABJIMBASICh, [eJast BU, YTO HE MOKET BCTIOM-
HUTbH HOMEp CBOe# KaioThl. Ho Bece 9TH yXuUIpeHust HU K YeMy He TpUBesH, 1 MeraH BMecTe ¢ CoIpo-
BOKJIAIOIIMM OKa3aJlach HAa HWKHEW namyOe BO3Jie ABEpU €€ KaloThl.

— Bcranb K cTeHe.

MeraH HaxMypHJIach, HO cesaia T, YTo Mpocui 3eBc. B MrHOBeHHe OKa MyX4MHA ITEPeBOPO-
IIAJT BCE €€ BEIlY, BHIMCKUBAS OCTPbIE IIPEIMETHI, KOTOPBIE IJIEHHUIIA MOIJIa UCTIONb30BaTh B Kaue-
CTBE OpYyXHsl. 3€BC CIIOXKUI BCE, YTO CUeJT OMACHBIM, B CYMKY ¥ BBIIIBBIPHYI ee B Kopuaop. Ocrasb-
HbIE K€ BEIIM OH HEOPEIKHO CBAIWII B Ky4y.

— MoXHO... MOT'y s TOYUCTUTH 3yObI? — MyX4rMHA KMBHYII:

— 51 moiiny ¢ TOOOIA.

B BanHO# KOMHaTe 3eBc MEPBBIM JEJIOM yOpaJl C TIOJIOUEK BCE CIIPEr U I€30[0PAHTHI U TOJIbKO
noToM pasperwi Meran Borti. OH Kak OyATO HACKBO3b BUJIEN BCE €€ HAaMEPEHHUSI.

— Ouenb ckopo T Oyzels Moeit. — Pyka, 3aTsHyTasi B mep4yarky, KOCHYJ1ach ruieda Meras, u
AEBYIIIKA COPOTHYJIACh.

— Moii myx yobeT TeOs!

— A s gymad, 4To Bbl He 3amyxkeM, mucc Jleiicu.

— Jleiicu — Mo¥i pabovmii TICEBIOHVM.

— Ho y Te6s1 Her komblia.

MeraH BbITalWIA U3 CyMKH aJTbOOM €O CBaieOHBIMU (DOTOrpapusIMHu:

— Bor! Cmotpu. — Ho MyxunHa nmpeHeOpekUTebHO (DHIPKHYIL.

— TBoit Mmyx OyaeT MeHsI OJlaroqapuTh.

— To1 Heropstii!

— Bosmoxno. Ho mo3Boits 1ath TeOe coBeT. — 3eBc 0OHsT Mera 3a Tajuio 1 IOBEJT e BBEpX 110
JIECTHUIIE B KalOT-KoMIanuio. — He crout npasuuts ['ageca. CoMHeBaioCh, YTO OH IOCMEET TPOHYTh
Te0s1 6e3 Moero pasperieHus. Ho Bce ke Oyab OOCTOPOKHEN.

— C Kakoii ctatu 51 JommkHa TeOe BepuTh? — Mera nomnsitajiach BHIPBAaThCs U3 OOBATHI 3eBca.
Ho Tot ynepikan ee v, pa3BepHYB JIMIIOM K cede, MPHKajl CIIMHOM K CTEHe.

— [TotoMy 4TO THI XOYEIIIb KUTh, — CEPbE3HO OTBETHIJI OH.

MeraHn naxe CKBO3b IJIaTh€ MOYYBCTBOBAJA Kap, UCXOIALUIMA OT MYKYMHBI, KOTOPbIA CTOSUI
MOYTH BIUIOTHYIO K Heil. B ronoBe AeBYIIKM MPOMENTbKHYJIA MBICIb, YTO MOXHO YITyYUTh MOMEHT
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Y BBIIPBITHYTH 32 OOpT. A MOXeT, y Hee Oyzer OoJbllie IAHCOB Ha CIIACEHUE, €CIM OHA YCTYITUT U
CTaHeT BeCTU ceOsl TUXO U TIOKOPHO?

— Ha, s1 xouy uTh. — MeraH B3IJIsiHyJIa IPSIMO B YepHbIE T1a3a 3eBca U He YKJIOHUJIACh, KOT/Ia
OH TIOJIOXKWJI JIAJIOHB el Ha rpyab. — Ho s He Xouy, 4ToObI ThI 0Oparaics co MHOU rpyoo.

— He mibiTaiicss oOMaHyTh MEHSI.

— Wnu uto?

— 51 Te6s mpenynpenwi, Meran Jleiicu. — V3ympynHble 11a3a MeraH HobIXHY/IM HEHABUCTHIO.

Ee yxacasia MBICIb O TOM, 4TO TIPUJETCS CAeIaTh paay CraceHus COOCTBEHHOU xu3Hu. Ho
o1HO MeraH 3HaJia HaBepHSIKa: YTO Obl HU CIIyYHJIOCh, OHA BCE BBIICPXKUT.

XoTs Obl 17151 TOTO, YTOOBI OTAATh MEP3aBIla B PYKH IIPABOCYIHSI.

MeraH, Bole/nas B KaloT-KOMIIAHUIO B COITPOBOKACHUN TEPPOPHCTa, OblTa BCTpeUeHa BOIpPO-
CUTEJIbHBIMU B3IVISIJAMU NTACCAKUPOB U YWIEHOB SKUIIakKA.

— A! — BockJiukHyJa atamaHiia. — Bot u Tel, 3eBc. — My)kunHa NOATONKHY MeraH K KOJIOHHE
Y pa3BEepHYJICS K KOMaH/MpIIe.

— la, Apremupa.

— Tebs monro He 6bUT0. PasBiiekascsa?

— Her. — 3eBc noxan rmieyamu. — OHa He B (popMe, HEe XOUy TpaTUTh Ha Hee BpeMmsl.

Apremuia paccMesiiach, a 3aTeM pa3ipaXeHHO CKa3asa:

— OtBeau ee Ha KyxHIo. [IycTb purotoBut yxuH. U He cryckaii ¢ Hee riias!

3eBc NoxaJ Iie4amMu, B3sJ1 MeraH 3a JIOKOTh M ITOCTaBUJI HA HOTY KaK KyKJIy.

— Tol cbrmana?

— Iocroii! — ocraHoBMIA ero ApreMuaa. — ITa KEHIIMHA elle He 3HAeT HaIlMX MpaBuJl. —
Teppopuctka Bbiepxaia 3p¢ekTHyIo nay3y. — Eciu kTo-HuOyab U3 Bac B3ayMaeT OpbIKaThCs, TO
9Ta )KeHIMHa OyJeT HakazaHa. — OHa OTKHMHY/IAch Ha CTYyJIe ¥ B3MaxHyJa NMICTOJIETOM, Kak Obl MOf-
TBEpXkJasi, UYTO He IIYTUT. — A 4YTO Kacaercs Te0s... — ApTreMua moBepHyjaachk kK Merad. — Eciu 1o
PEIIUIIb TOACHITIATh OTPABBI B €Iy WX TIOUTPaTh C HOKAaMH, TO TBOW TOBAPUINU YMPYT.

Meran no6nenena. OHa MOHsJIA, YTO BBHIMOJHUT BCE TMPHUKa3aHUsl OAHIUTOB, €CJIM HE paju
ce0s1, TO paii HEBUHHBIX JTIOJCH.

— Tol noHsIa? — oTYeKaHWIA ApreMua.

— Ha. 4 Bce nonsna, — mpodopmoraia Meras.

— 3eBc! — oOepHyIach ApremMuna.

3eBc B3su1 Meras 3a monOo0OpOAOK ¥ BOMPOCUTEIEHO TIOCMOTpE € B TJ1a3a.

— Tst Touno nonsna? — Ero crpaHHble YepHbIE I71a3a U pE3KUIA T0JI0C 3aBOPAKUBAIIN JEBYILKY.

— KoneuHo.

Apremuia 611arocKJIOHHO KMBHYJIA, ¥ 3€BC MUHKOM BIUXHYI MeraH B KyxHio. OHa CyJOpOKHO
CTaJla UCKaTh B3MJISAOM XOTh UYTO-HUOY/Ib, YeEM MOKHO OyJeT 3alUTUThCS.

— Tol GeccuitbHa, JIETKA, — YCMEXHYJICSI 3€BC, CJIOBHO IIPOUYMTAB €€ MBICIU. 3aTeM OH COpBasl
CO CTEHbI MEHIO M NMpoTsAHYJ ero MeraH. — [IpeacTaBp, 4TO Thl FOTOBUILB [J151 TOYETHBIX TOCTEN.

— MHe HyXHbI IOMOIIHUKH. 51 O/1Ha HE CIIPaBJIIOCh, — BO3pa3uiia MeraH, HoHMMasi, 4To JOJIKHA
TOTBITATHCS BBHITAIUTH U3 KAIOT-KOMITAHUM XOTsI ObI OTHOTO YeJIoBeKa.

— O0orizerbesa 0e3 IMOMOIIHUKOB, — 3asBAJI 3€BC.

[NoBepHyBIIMCH K HEMY CIMHOM, MeraH KpacuBO paccTaBujIa Ha cepeOpsTHOM CTOJMKE KPYKKH,
KYBILMHBI C MOJIOKOM M BOJIOH, C TOPSIYMM KOe, YaeM U IIOKOIAT0M.

[TponuaTenbHOCTh TIOPEMIIMKA pa3o3wia U pazoyapoBajia Merad. OHa HaCMENIMBO MPO-
U3HecHa:

— I'peueckue Goru ynosieTBopsATcs neveHbem? Vi 51 107KHA IPUHECTH UM B JKePTBY ObIKa?

— Jenaii kak 0O0buHO. — CTpalliHble YepHble I1a3a 3eBca BHOBb 3aCTaBIIIM MeraH 3a/1poXkaTh.
— W npuaepxu A3bIY0K, MUJIALIIKA.
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Meran B3sijla B pyKu TOHYauulylo (pappopoByl0 Ba3zy M, pa3MaxHYBILIUCh, IIBBIPHYJIA €€ B
3eBca. 3BOH OpBI3HYBILIUX BO BCE CTOPOHBI OCKOJIKOB 9XOM IPOKATHUIICS TIOJ] CBOJAMH KyXHH, a B
JBEpsIX MOKa3aiach ele ofHa TemHas gpurypa. Ito 6sut [anec.

Meran OpocuIIo B IpOXb, U OHa OECIIOMOIITHO OTJISTHYJIACh.

— Baza pazounach ciryyaitHO, — CIIOKOWHO TIOSICHUT 3€BC BOIIEAIIEMY. — A KeHIIUHA CKOPO
npuzet, ['agec.

HenpustHblii 310pOBSK BBIIISIEN KpailHE Pa304apOBaHHbIM.

— CiyyaitHo? — BuyiHO OBLTO, UTO OH HE IMOBEPUII HU €MHOMY CJIOBY.

Ho 3eBc BbIpa3uTebHO yKazai eMy Ha JBepb.

— He Gecrokoiicsi.

Ot crpaxa Meran He MoI/Ia BBIMOJIBUTh HU ciioBa. Eil ObLIO CTpAIHO HE MOTOMY, YTO KOTO-
TO MOT'YT HaKa3aTh 3a €e Hepa3yMHbIe JEUCTBUS, a OT OJHOM MBICH O TOM, YTO €€ MOTYT OCTaBUTh
HaeauHe ¢ ['agecoM. YBues, kak 3a ['agecoM 3axJionHynack 1sepb, MeraH ucrbiTaja HEYTO IMOXOKee
Ha Y4yBCTBO MpHu3HaTeabHOCTH. OHa CTOsIIA M KA1, 9TO THeB 3eBca HeMe/IJIEHHO OOPYIIIUTCS Ha Hee.

— 41... — MeraH HUKaK He MOTJIa 3aCTaBUTh Ce0s1 N3BUHUTHCS.

— TbI 4yTO-TO XOTENA CKA3aTh?

— Ioxanyiicta, He MOAITYCKA ero KO MHE...

— V6epu 310. — 3eBc yKa3asl Ha OCKOJIKU, pa30pOCaHHBIE IO TOTTY.

MyXurMHa BHUMATEJIbHO cleani 3a MeraH. [leBylike Ka3aaoch, YTO OH YMTAET €€ MbICIH.
3HaeT, Kak efl XOueTcsi CIpsTaTh XOTs Obl OIMH OCKOJIOK, YTOOBI IIPU CITy4yae MCIONb30BaTh €ro B
KavecTBe opyxusi. [JoKHO ObITh, OH 3[J0pOBO moTemascs. Barisng Meran ynasn Ha OCKOJIOK, JIeKaB-
WA PSIJIOM C €€ KOJICHOM. AX, eClT Obl He3aMEeTHO 1oo0paTh ero...

— W s1ot Toxke... — B rosoce 3eBca ciblianoch HeTeprieHue. — brictpee!

— Tbl HE MOXeIlb 3aMPETUTh MHE lyMaTh. — MeraH 0CTOpOkHO B3sj1a JBYMSI MAJIbLIAMH OCTPBIN
OCKOJIOK M BBIOPOCHJIA €0 B MYCOPHBIH OaK.

— He nibiTaiics Gonplie Hamacth Ha MeHs. Thl IOHSTA?

— 1, KoHe4HoO, TeprenmBasi, — Ckazajia MeraH, — HO BeJJb BCIKOMY TEPIICHUIO PAaHO WJIU MO3THO
MIPUXOIUT KOHEII.

3esc npomoiyai. OH NO-TpeKHEMY CTOSUT M CIIEIWIT 32 KAXKIBIM €€ JBHKEHHEM, KaK XUIIHBIH
3Bepb. Ho B ero miazax sicHoO 4yMTanock, 4to MeraH 0XXuAaeT HeuTo ropaszio Oosee CTpaiiHoe, yem
nputasanus [azgeca.

Hakower ¢ mpurorosieHreM yxkuHa ObLJIO MOKOHUYEHO, M MeraH B CONMPOBOXICHUM 3eBca
HaIpaBWJIach B KalOT-KoMMaHuo. OHa 1Mo ouepe MOAXOauIa K KaKIOMY acCaXkupy U WIeHY KH-
naxa «Meurtbl». B MX m1a3ax oHa 4yMTajga COYYBCTBUE M KeJIAHUE XOTh 4eM-TO rnomouyb. Ho Meran
MOHMMAJIA, YTO BCE ITH JIOAH TaK ke OECIpaBHBI, KaK U OHA.

— C Hamu Bce Oyner B mopsijike, — npoientaia MeraH, nepegaBasi O4epeJHOMY MacCaKupy
KaKao U MeYeHbe.

ApreMusia, 3aMeTHB 3TO, TOJKHYJIA €€ U IPUKPUKHYJIA:

— Momnuats! — 3areM oHa MOBepHY/ach K 3eBCy: — DTa KEHIIUHA HAYMHAET MHE HaJ0€/laTh.
OOmBsicHU-Ka €1, UTO MBI 3allpeliaemM reperopapunarbcst. Hukakux pasroBopos!

HcnyraBimck 3a cBoMX ToBapwiie, Meran B3MOJIIIIACH:

— Ipocrute! — Ee 3emeHble 11a3a HAMOJHWIKCH CJIe3aMH, U OHA TIPOTSHYJIa PYKH K 3eBcy. —
[Mpocrute meHs... — OHa 3aKycuia ry0y, 4ToObl He pa3pbiaaThes. Kak oHa Bce-Takv HEOCTOpOXHa!
Benp 3eBc yxe He pa3 npegynpexjain ee. — [Ipoiny Bac, He Tporaire ux.

Meran 6una menkast 1poxb. OHa He CBOAMIIA KaJIOOHOTO B3IJIsiia ¢ 3eBca, KOTOPbIHA, JeMOH-
CTpPaTHBHO He oOpalnasi Ha Hee BHUMaHHsI, O YeM-TO Pa3roBapuBajl ¢ ApTeMHJION.

— INoxanyiicra!

ApreMua 3acMmesiyiach HaJl Kakoi-To myTkoi 3eBca. OHa cxBaTuja ero 3a Iieuu, MpHxanach
K HEMY BCEM TeJIOM U TIOIIeIOBaJIa.
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— Torpaa s mpeocTaBmo 310 TeOe.

Meran monmiia Bora smms 00 ofHOM: 4TOOBI € ITO3BOJIMIIA OCTAaThCS BMECTe co BceMu. Huko-
I7a elle OHa He MOJIMJIACh TaK MCTOBO, obelnast cebe cienaTh Bee, YTOObl COXPAHUTh KU3HU OCTAJTh-
HBIX.

«Torga st mpenoCcTaBio 3TO TeOe».

®paza, ckazaHHasH KEHIMHOM, 9XOM OTJaBajiach B yiax Meran. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJIa, YTO HAXO-
JWTCS] HA TPAHU UCTEPUKH. ApTeMu/a MPeKpacHo 3Hasla, Kak ceOs1 BECTU ¢ TUICHHUKaMU. Benb Hens-
BECTHOCTh CTpalllHEe BCEro.

I'naza Meran 3actunanu ciesbl. OuepraHus IpeIMETOB PACIUIBIBAIUCD.

Korma ypsi-To rpy0ast pyka cxBaTuia ee 3a JIOKOTh, MeraH ¢ TpyJoM ciepXkajia BOILIb yKaca.
3eBC )KECTOM IIPUKa3all i UATHU K ABEPH, BEAYILEH B KOPUIOP.

On Moruat, He Tporajl MeraH, HO OT 3TOro el ObUIO elnle cTpaliHee. Kak TOJbKO OHM OKa3asvch
B KaloTe MeraH, 3eBC BTOJIKHYJI €€ B HEOOJBIITYIO AYIIEBYIO.

— PazpneBaiics!

[MokaspiBaTh XapakTep ObLIO Heslb3s1. CIMIIIKOM MHOTO€ 3aBUCENIO ceiuac OT ee moBenaeHus. 1
CHOBa OHa 6I)UIa HE B COCTOSAHUU PACCTEIHYThb KHOIIKHU IJIAThbA XOJIOOAHBIMU HCTHYINUMUCS IMaJIblIIaMU.
Haxkonerr eii koe-kak 310 ynanaock. Meran cyIopoKHO BIENUAJIACh B 3aHABECKY U 3a/IpokKajia, Koraa
3eBC MOTSHYJI 32 TECEMKH OT/IEJIAHHOTO KPY*)keBOM (hapTyKa, a OTOM BKJIIOYMJI BOLY.

MenieHHo, Bce ellie CTosi CIIMHOM K My>KurHe, MeraH cHs1a Ty(iu, a notoM 4yJaku. OHa 1orsl-
Tajlach PacCcTerHyTh JU(UUK, HO 3€BC OmNepen ee, U 3Ta MOCIeHsIs JeTallb ee OJeKIbl yrnaaa Ha
KadenbHblii 1oJ1. Teneps Mera cTosijia Harast 1 Jpoxaia OT cTpaxa.

JIxopman ObLT €IMHCTBEHHBIM MYKYMHOMW, BUJIEBIIUM ee¢ Oe3 ofeskabl. TONBKO OH, OH OIWH
MMeJl TIpaBoO TMpHKacaThes K ee oOHakeHHOMY Teiy. Korma 3eBc MONOKWI 3aTSHYThIe B TIEpYaTKU
pyKu Ha Tuieur MeraH 1 pa3BepHYII ee K ceOe, OHa MoCcTapasiach BHITISAAETh KaK MOKHO OoJiee CIo-
KOWHOM.

Boxe, kak oH ee xoten! OO 3TOM roBOPHJI OTOHb, PA3rOPABIIMIACS B TIIyOMHE €ro MpOH3UTEb-
HBIX YepHbIX r1a3. Ho uro Ol HU ciyumnock, MeraH pemia gymatsb o [xopaane. Toabko MBICTH O
HEM MOIJIA TIOMOYb € He TOTEePSTh PACCYIOK.

3akpbIB 171232, Meran HarpsKeHHO KJjaia MpUKOCHOBeHUs 3eBca. Ho Hu4ero He mpou3omnuio.
N30 Bcex cun MoJaBJIAA KEJIAHUC ITPUKPLIThL PYKAMH I'PyIb, Meran B3IVIAHYJIA ITPAMO B IJ1a3a CTOAB-
[IEro HaIrMpoOTUB HEC MYKYMUHBI.

— Moiics, a MOTOM MM B TIOCTETb.

MeraH HeMeJUIeHHO BCTasla TOJ AyIll, B3JOXHYB C OOJleryeHrueM, Koraa 3eBcC 3alepHy.I 3aHa-
BECKY.

Cros 1o TETJIBIMU CTPYSIMHU BOJIB, OllIapailieHHasi Meran Me/JIeHHO BOAWIIA OJIePEBEHEBIIIMMU
pyKamu 1o cBoeMy Tesy 1 BojocaM. OHa IblTajlach COCPEI0TOYMTLCS Ha HACTOSIILIEM, HO HE TyMaThb
o JlxxopaaHe oHa Toxe He Moria. Yto Obl HU Jenalt ¢ Heid 3eBc, MeraH He IMO3BOJIUT €My 3aBJIaJIeTh
€€ pa3yMOM.

Ona BBIKTIOUMIIA Boy. TSHYTH Bpemst ObUIO OECCMBICIICHHO, 1 MeraH pernvia MOKOHYUTh CO
BeeM Kak MOXHO ObicTpee. Bellb HET HUYero Xyxke, 4eM HEeM3BECTHOCTb.

lonoca... Meran Bapyr ycisliajia YbU-TO rojioca 3a IBepbl0 BAHHOW KOMHATHI. 3eBC U Apre-
mumga?

— XPpOHOC CKa3aJ, 4To C rPy30M BCE B NMOPAAKE. Sl OUeHb JOBOJIbHA.

I'py3? Ho Benp sixTa OblIa MacCaXUpPCKUM CyIHOM, puHaaexamum Matry [ioripe, u3Bect-
HOMY YeJIOBEKY, MUJUTMOHEPY, KOTOPBIH caM JOOUIICS BCETo, UTO y Hero Obu1o. Beero miib HECKOBbKO
YacoB HA3aJ1 STOT CepPACUHbIN OXUIION YeJIoBeK Omarogapuii MeraH 3a peKpacHO MOATOTOBJICHHBIN
MIpUEM.
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[TpocyimBasi BOJIOCH MOJOTEHIEM, IEBYIIIKA TPUCTYIIABAJIACH K Pa3roBOPY.

— 3aJI0)KHUKHU BCe TPACYTCs Hall 9Toi muarikou Jlevicu. [Tycts ocraercs 31ech 10 3aBTpa, a ey
MIPUTOTOBUT OJJVIH U3 3TUX OOJIBAHOB, CHISAIIMX B KAIOT-KOMITAHUH. — ApTeMHIa CHOBA 3aCMesiIach.
— OtcyrcrBue Jlelicn NpUCMUPHUT UX.

Cnaga Bory, HUKTO U3 3aJI0)XKHHUKOB He mocTpaaai! M3 rpynu MeraH BeIpBaJICsl B3I0X 0OJier-
YCHUS.

OtBera 3eBca MeraHn He pa3o0paa, HO 3aTO YCIbIIIANA CJI0Ba APTEeMU/IBL:

— U mocrapaiicsi, 4ToOBI IEBYOHKA BBITJISA/ENA HeBakHO. [1ycTh Aymaior, 4To el MpHILIOCh
HECJIaIKO.

— He 6ecniokoiics.

Yeprt Bo3bmu! Tak oHa u 3Hama. CTpax cHOBa 3akpaicsl B cepaie Meran.

— INokonotu ee cnerka, uto ym? S paspemaio.

3eBc paccMmestyics B OTBET. MeraH ycrbliaia, Kak XJIONHYJIa ABEpb, a 3aTeM TEPPOPUCT TPOMKO
MPOU3HEC:

— XBaTUT NOACAYIIUBATh, JIelicH, BHIXOAU.

Meran oTKkpbUIa iBeph BaHHOU. Ee moTeMHeBIe OT BOJbI BOJIOCH HUCTIAIAIM Ha IJIeUH, IpU-
KpbIBast IPy/ib.

— ToI cplana, 4to ckazana Apremuja’?

— Ha, — nmpomenTayia Meras.

— HNanpHeimas cyapOa TBOMX TOBAPHUIIIEH MO-TIPEKHEMY 3aBUCUT OT TeOsI.

— 4 nonnmaro. — Meran nmocMoTpena B I71a3a 3eBca U 3aMeTHIIa, Kak ero OpoBU B3METHYJIUCh
T0J1 IEPCTSHOM MacKOiA.

Bornee Bcero Meran xoTesioch OpOCUTBCS Ha KPOBaTh U C TOJIOBOM YKPHIThCs ofiesiiiom. Ho oHa
MPOAOJIKAJIA HETIOJBUKHO CTOSITh.

— 41 He yBepeHa, uTo He Oyay Kpudath. Ellle HM OMH MyKUMHA HE «KOJIOTHII» MeHsl. — MeraHn
ropao BCKMHYJIa rooBYy. — Moil My BCerja oueHb HeKeH CO MHOM.

CunbHbIN, HO HexXHBIA. OHa OblTa yBepeHa, uTo AJiekca Oblla a0COMIOTHO TpaBa, KOrjaa CKa-
3asa, uro JI)xopaaH Bce erie qymaet o Meras, riae Obl OH HU Haxoawicst. U teneps MeraH yxBaTuiiach
3a 3Ty MBIC]Ib, YTOOBI HE TyMaTh O KOIIIMAPHOU AeHCTBUTEIBHOCTH.

— Jloxuck B moctesb. — 3eBC OTBEPHYJICS OT JEBYIIKU. — Y MeHsI €CTb Jiesia. Thl OCcTaHeIbCst
3JIeCh, a uepe3 yac st BepHych. M He mbiTaiicss cOexaTh, TeOs Bellb MPEIyPEUIN O TIOC/IEICTBUSIX.

Opnna? Ha tierneiit yac? CUIIIKOM XOPOIIIO, 9YTOOBI OBITH MpaBIoi. MeraH cTosiia He IIeBeJIsCh.
Bonblie Bcero ona 6osiiack, YTo 3€BC MepeayMaer.

— Tol comHeBaelbesi? — Myk4rHA TOCMOTPEIT Ha MOCTEb.

— 41 Goroce.

— W npaBusbHO Aenaenb. — TeMHbIe 171a3a MpUCTaIbHO MocMOTpes Ha MeraH. 3atem ux oo:a-
Jatesib pa3BEPHYJICS U BBIIIET U3 KAIOTHI.

Corpsicasick oT 6e33ByUYHBbIX pblAaHMid, Meran cxBatuia aabOom ¢ otorpadusimMu u ObICTPO
HBIPHYJIa TIO]1 OZIESIO.

— JI>)xopaaH, — mpolenTaia oHa, I1a/ist JPOKaIMMH NaIbliaMi M300pakeHHe TaKOTro JIIOMMOTO
Y POIHOTO MYKUHHBI, CBETAIIETOCS OT CYACTbI.

Ona nomHMIIa, Kak JI>KOpIaH BeIHEC ee U3 SKUIaxka Ha pyKax, KOrJja OHU OCTAHOBMIIMCDH BO3JIE
OTeJIsl, B KOTOPOM JIOJKEH ObLIT COCTOSITHCS TMPa3IHIUYHBIA YKUH.

Bor ona B Hapsizie HeBecThl. Ee ronoBa 3arpokuHyTa, a paciyIieHHbIE BOJIOCH Pa3JIeTeNIUCh 10
crimHe. MeraH jiake Clpliana CBO COOCTBEHHBIN CMeX:

— He 3aech! Thl goimkeH nepeHecTd MeHsl uepe3 Mopor Haiero joma, xopnaH!

— A s xouy OTHeCTH TeOs1 HaBepX, B HaIlly KOMHATY.

— IToMHU O «4epHOM CITUCKE» AJIEKCHL...
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— Xoporo, xoportio. 51 160 TeOs ¥ MocTapach He pa304yapoBaTh TBOUX JAPY3eH.

— 3Haerb 4To... — MeraH HakOHell yIaJIoCh MOJHSATH TOJIOBY, M OHA HEKHO TOIIAAnIa pamM
Ha ero Imeke. — Kak HacueT Toro, 4ToObl IOMHATHCS CO MHOUM HaBEPX U MIOMOYb U30ABUTHCS OT ITOT0?
— Ona ykazasia pyKoil Ha IIaThe.

JIopnaH HaKpbUT TyOBl Meran cBOMMU, U Be3ziecyluii ¢potorpad 3aneyariesn 3TOT BOTHYIO-
LU MOMEHT.

— Meras, TbI XOTs Obl TIOHMMAEIIIb, YTO ThI JIEJIACIIIL CO MHOW? — MPEPHIBAIOIIMMCS TOJIOCOM
cripocuit [Ixxopaad. OH ¢ TPyIOM OTOPBAJICS OT XKeHbI, Y KOTOPOU MepexBaTUIIO JbIXaHUE TIPU BUJIS
ero Oe3/IOHHBIX TOMYOBIX IJ1a3, CBETSIIUXCS JIIOOOBBIO, U YyBCTBEHHOW YJIBIOKU, CBOIUBIIEH C yMa
keHIuH. — [Ipeanoyntaeniisb, YTOObI s CHSIT ¢ TeOs miaThe?

Pymsanen okpacwi meku Meras.

— Her, To, YTO HAXOAUTCS MO/, HAM.

Tenepp KpacHeTh npunuioch [kopnany. Meran yBujesna, Kak UCTapyuHa MOKPhUIA €ro Jioo,
CKPBITBIN OEJIOKYPBIMH MPSASMH, a TONyObIe T71a3a moTeMHe H. [JJTMHHbIE KpacuBblie bkl [IKop-
JlaHa TIOTBITAIUCH OCTIA0UTH TAJICTYK.

— xopman! — Illacdep moxsonay HOBOUCIICUEHHOTO Myka TO CriuHe. — Y TeOs erne Oyaer
BpeMs. A Terepb MOsI Ouepe/ib MOIe/IOBaTh HEBECTY.

C s1tumu cnoBamu Peii BiiskmMop 3BOHKO TOLIEI0Ba CMYIIIEHHYIO M OlIeJIOMJIEHHYI0 MeraH B
ryOBl, a 3aTeM Toxan pyky JlxopnaHa.

— Jymaio... 3-3-3... Ha 3TOM CTOUT OCTAHOBUTHCA. MHe Obl OYEeHb XOTEJOCh MOTAHIIEBATh C
T000i1, MeraH, HO [I)KOpIaH CTAaHOBUTCS TAKMM PEBHHBBIM...

PeBHnBbIM? MeraH Be:XJIMBO YbIOHYTAch. [1ociie n3BeCTHBIX COOBITHI OHAa OTHOCHIIACh K BIIak-
Mopy HactopoxkeHHO. Ho [Ixxopaan oOHs1 MeraH, 1 OHa TOTYaC YCHOKOMIIACh.

— Tel Benpb He peBHyerib? OH, HaBEpHOE, MOMIYTHIT?

— KoHneuHo, He peBHY10.

OHM qpyXKHO PACXOXOTAIMCH U HAITPABUJIMCH K CTEKJISTHHBIM JIBEPSM OTeJIs, YUTOOBI IPUCOE/IH-
HUTHCA K rocTsiM. HeoxkuaanHo JIKopaaH OCTAHOBUJICS, YBJIEK JKeHY B YK paIlIeHHBIH [IBETAMH aJTbKOB
Y CXBaTUJI ee 32 PyKH.

— Yto Tam Peii 6ontan o Moei peBHOCTH?

— O, s yxe 00 3ToM 3a0bUTa. — MeraH noxa’a rjiedamMmu, CJIOBHO TOBOPHJIA O YEM-TO MaJIOBaX-
HOM.

— MHe... MHe o4eHb TsIKeJo CoBIafaTh ¢ coOoi. PaHblie s He 3HaJ, 4TO Takoe peBHOCTh. Ho
Terepb BCE NU3MEHUIIOCh.

— He pymaio, uto y TeOsi BOSHUKHYT C 3THM IMPoOaeMbl. — MeraH HaxmMypuiach. — 3Haelllb,
JI’kopnaH, s1 HUKOT/IA He CJIbLIA JTI0OUTeIbHUIIeH IO(hIMpTOBaTh U HE TIO3BOJISIIA 3TO MYKUHUHAM.

— 51 3naro0. Ho korpaa Peii morenioBas 1eds... Meras, s Bceria 0e30mITHO JOBEPSLUT 3TOMY YeJio-
BEKY, HO TeTlepb MHE XOTeJIOCh YOUTH ero!

[Mpuznanue [>xopaaHa B3BOTHOBAIO MeraH, M OHa XOTeJa yke 3a0biTh O TOM, YTO OH CKa3all,
HO HE CMOIJIa, YBUIeB 0OECIIOKOESHHBIE TJ1a3a MyXa.

— 41 He 3Ha, 4TO cKa3aTh. Thl HE JOBEpsieIh MHE?

— Koneuno, nosepsio. — JIxxopaaH ocnadui rajCcTyK U pe3KUM JBHKEHHUEM B3bepoIIui cede
BOJIOCHL. — MeraH, MeHsI OECIIOKOUT TO, HACKOJIBKO CHJILHO $ JII00iTI0 TeOs1. ThI OJTHOCTHIO 3aBIanesa
MOWMU MBICJISIMU Y UyBCTBAMH.

MeraH nokavajia TOJIOBOM, M ee MeJIHbIe JIOKOHBI BCKOJIBIXHYJIUCh OT 3TOro nBvxeHus. OHa
TMOTJIa/IAJIa MYy>Ka IO IIeKe.

— 4 mpocto crapasack ObITh C TOOOW TaKOW, Kakas s €CTh Ha caMoM jene, IxxopaaH. — Ona
yIBIOHYAaCh. — Ecii ThI XO4UeIb ObITh CIIOKOEH, J1aBail TOBEPATh APYT APYTY.

JI’xopiaH mpuskai e’y K ceOe U 1IeJIoBaJ ee 00 U CTPACTHO.
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— 41 obemmato, YTO HY 3a YTO HE IPOMEHSIIO TeOsI Ha APYroro My KunHy, JI’kopaaH, — mpojiokaa
Meran. — He nymato, 4to Haiiy KOro-To Jyuiie Tedsl.

JlxopaaH ynbIOHYIICS 1 TPOBEJ MajiblieM 1o rydam MeraH, 1 OHa MOYyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK €€ TeJo
HAYMHAET TpeneTarb OT yAOBOJIbCTBUS.

MeraH niepeBepHyJia CTpaHHMILy, U ee ia3aM npezcTaia pororpadus, 3anevatieBias JeIexKy
cBageOHOro Topta. Ha Heil OblJI0 OTYETIIMBO BUIHO, YTO MOJIOIOKEHBI HE B CUJIAX OTOPBATH IJ1a3 APYT
OT JIpyra.

— Hy u ny! — Peii, TanmeBaBmmii ¢ noupyxkoil HeBeCThl AJIEKCOM, MOAOIENT K BIOOJICHHON
nape. — HTEpecHo, pa3peliuib JIM Thl KOMY-HUOYIbh MPUOIU3UTLCS K CBOEH XkeHe Ovke, YeM Ha
CTO METpOB?

JIopaaH mprCTaIbHO MTOCMOTpeN Ha MeraH u OTBETHIT:

— Ecim on 6yner yponymseit KBa3zumozio, To CKOIbKO yrogHo. — OH caMOIOBOIBHO YJIBIOHYJICH,
korga MeraH oOHsUIa ero, MPOCYHYB pyKM NOI Nupkak. Hukorga eme oHa He dyBCTBOBasia ceOs
TAKOW 3aIIUIIEHHON Y TAKOH JTIOOUMOHL. ..

BHesarHo 3ByK pacrnaxHyBIIEHCS ¢ IIIyMOM JBEpH BEpHYJI €€ K YKacHOH peasibHOCTU. MeraH
MIPUTBOPUIIACH CIISIIEH, OCTABUB PACKPHITHIH aJTbOOM Ha moAyIke. MoxeTt, 3eBC OCTaBUT ee B ITOKOe,
€CJIM YBUAMT, 4TO OHa 3acHyna? Kpome Toro, oH BpsiJ i AyMaer, YTO OHA BCTPETHUT €ro C pachpo-
CTEPTHIMU OOBSATUSIMU.

I'maza Meran ObUTM 3aKPBITHI, HO OHA YCIIBIIIATA, KaK 3eBC TMepecek KaloTy, a MOTOM, BOWIs
B BaHHYIO, BKJIIOUJI Bofy. MeraH yKacHO XOTeJIOCh, YTOObI BAPYT CIYyUYHJIOCh YyJO U OHA JeWCTBU-
TEJIbHO Kpenko 3acHysa. Ho Tsokesbie MbICIU He 1aBasiv el 3acHyTh. Heyxkenu 3eBc 1 BIpsiMb 000¥-
JIeTCsl ¢ Hel Tak, Kak mocoBeToBasia Apremuaa?

CTpaHHO, HO CHJTBI BAPYT CTPAHHBIM 00pa30M MOKUHY/IM MeraH, 1 OHa Me/IJIEHHO TIOT py31JIach
B coH. CKBO3b JIpeMy OHA YCJIbIIIIaia KaKOK-TO HEeSICHBIH IIIyM Y TIOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK KTO-TO 3a0pal
abOOM y Hee u3 pyK. Ho coH HAacTONBKO KperKo CKOBaJ €e, 4To OHa Oblia He B CHJIaX pearipoBaTh
Ha MPOKCXO/SIIICE.

Meran cuuncs Jxopnan. Ero kpernkue pyku Mo-X03MCKU CKOJIb3HYJIM [0 CTPOMHBIM HOI'aM
u 6eagpam MeraH, a MOTOM MOJHSUIMCH K TAIMU M HAYAJIW TJIIUTDh CIIMHY, 3aCTaBJIsis HAPSOKEHHBIE
MBIIIIIBI pacciaaduthest. OHa MOYYBCTBOBANA, KaK [[)KOpAaH HEKHO MOKYCHIBAET €€ KOXKY U TUXO CMe-
ercsi. BOT OH yBepeHHO IepeBepHYJI €e Ha CITMHY 1 HauaJl BOAUTD MAJIBIIEM 0 KPETIKO CKAThIM IryOam.
3atem maJer] CKOJIb3HYJI BHU3 TI0 OAOOPOJIKY U IIiee U, CITyCTUBILIKCH e1lle HIKe, Havyall OMMChIBATh
KPYTY BOKPYT 3aTBEpPAEBIINX COCKOB. MeraH MouyBCTBOBAJIA JIETKKE, JPA3HSIIME MPUKOCHOBEHUS
A3bIKa K CBOEH KOXe. 3aTeM JIaCKU CTaId Bce Oojiee HACTOMUYMBLIMU, 3acTaBiisid Meral CTOHaTh OT
yIoBONbCTBUS. ['yOBI CITyCTHIIMCh HUXKE, U BOT YK€ MeraH BHIKPUKMBAET UMS MyKa.

— JlxxopaaH... — OHa MpOTAruBaeT pyKH, 4TOOBI XOTh Ha CEKYH/1y JOTPOHYTbHCS 10 IETKOBUCTHIX
BOJIOC Myka. — [l:xxopaaH... — Ho oH yxe yien.

Bupnenue nponano, 1 Meran Hayayy AyIIATh CJIE3BI.

— IIxxopnas, Kyaa Thl yiena? — mpoOopMoTajia oHa, MeUIEHHO OCBOOOKIASICh OT OOBSATHIA CHA.

Hakonen; Meran okoH4atebHO mpocHysack. [logymika Obuta MOKpO# OT clie3, a cepaiie cia-
BuJia 60J1b. MeraH cefia Ha KpOBATH U 3aKpbUIa JIMLIO PyKaMU. DT CHbI IOCEHTAH €€ Kakaylo HOUb
nocsie yxona Jlxxopaana.

Kaxmyio Houb MeraH npoceinaiack BOT TaK: OMYCTOIIEHHAsI U B clie3ax. YToObl 3a0bITHCS, OHA
C roJioBoM ymuia B paboty. Eme HeiaBHO cusiBIasi pajocTbio, MOJIOas jkeHa JIOBIIIa Ha cebe odec-
MOKOEHHbIE B3MIsAb Apy3eid. OHM 3aMeyvaly, YTo ee JIMIO JeHb OTO JIHsI CTAHOBUTCS Bce OrefiHee,
a Kpyru NoJ Ila3aMu Bce TeMHee. biiecTsiiye BOIHKUCThIE BOJIOCHI, BBI3BIBABIIINE HEKOTIa BOCXHIIE-
HUe, Terepb notyckHenu. CoOnazHUTeIbHbIE U3rMOBI TeJla, KOTOphIe Tak oowt [xopaaH, noTepsiu
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CBOIO MPUBJIEKATEILHOCTD TOJ1 IEUCTBUEM YKACHOM «JIUEThI», COCTOSIBIIIEN U3 4asi, Koe, TOCTOB U
Herpoxopsien ckopou. OaHako o [[xopnane Meran HUKOrIa He TOBOPHJIA.

A moToM JI0OO0BB MOCTETICHHO HavaJia IpeBpaiaThcsl B HeHaBUCTh. OTHaKO 3TO oMoriio Meran
MPeooNIeTh JIOOOBHBIN HeAyr. [ HeB CHavama CMEHWICS Tedablo, a TTOTOM — HEUCTOBBIM CTpeMJIe-
HUeM pabotats. U 3T0 BoHOBaO Apy3eit MeraH He MeHbIIe, YeM ee HeIaBHSsI MeJTaHXOMKSI.

Henw3s 610 gomyckath, 4toOb [I)xopaaH ciomal el xku3Hb. HecMoTpst Ha To 4to oHa op-
MaJIbHO Bce elrle OblTa 3aMyKeM, JIpy3bs HadaJld TIOHEMHOTY 3HAaKOMHUTh MeraH ¢ TOIXOASAIIMMU
MykurHaMu. OHa yKMHaJIa ¢ HUMM WIA XOAWIa B KMHO, HO JIaJIbllie 9TOrO /IeJI0 He MPOJBUTAIIOCH.
Hwu ¢ omHrM U3 HUX OHA Jake He OOMEHsIIach MOIeTyeM.

U BoT omATh 3TOT COH. MeraH Ka3ajioch, UTO OHA BCE €€ YYBCTBYET MPUKOCHOBEHUS [lxKOp-
naHa. Ho mouemy nmeHHo ceituac? Kak pa3 Torna, korga MeraH cHsia 00pydaibHOE KOJBIIO ¥ coOpa-
J1ach BHIOPOCUTH alTbOOM €O cBasieOHBIMU (hoTorpadusimu B okean? [Todyemy 3TOT COH CHOBA 3aCTaB-
nseT ee crpaaath? Ml BHOBb, Kak U Mpexe, Meran He yIanoch TOTPOHYThCs 0 lKopaaHa npexnie,
yeM OH ucues. I cHoBa OHa MPOCHYJIACh C STUM YKACHBIM UyBCTBOM HEBOCIIOTHUMOM MOTEPHU.

Meran 6ua ApoXxb, a YyBCTBO Topsi ObLIO TaKKUM e TTyOOKMM, Kak W panbine. I k Meran
BEPHYJIOCH €l1le O/IHO BUIeHUE, CBojsdIIee ee ¢ yma: [[)xopnaH, Bce Takou ke KpacuBblid, CKUMAET B
OOBATUSIX KEHIIMHY, 3aTSAHYTYI0 B KPACHBIN KOXaHBI KOMOMHE30H. KOMOK MOACTYNUI K TOpiy, U
MeraH, cnioThIKasich, modpesa B BaHHyl0. HeT, oHa He MOKHA CHOBa BMajiaTh B aenpeccuio! Hu 3a
yto! XBarur!

— T 3a00mena?

['my6okwmit 3By4HBIi rojioc 3eBca BopBajics B Mbic Merad. OHa ymaia o TOM, 4To 0OJb OT
npenatesbcTBa JKopaaHa Bce Tak ke CUJIbHA, KaK U B TOT JIeHb, KOrJla OHA Y3Hasa, YTO OH BCTpeva-
eTcsl C Ipyroy KeHIIMHOM.

— Jleitcn?

B stoT MoMeHT Meras 3a0bL1a 0 cTpaxe u ocTopoxkHocTH. OHa axe 3a0blIa O TOM, YTO MYXK-
YMHA, CTOSIBIIMI TIepe]] Hell, ObLT KeCTOKMM HEerofisieM, Ipy MPUOTMKEHUH KOTOPOrO OHA B yKace
3aMupaia.

— Co MHO¥1 Bce B TIopsijike. — YOpaB C JIMIa CITyTaHHbIe BOJIOCHI M 3aMOTAB UX B My40oK, MeraH
CTIOJIOCHYJIA JIMLIO BOJOU U TMOYMCTHIIA 3yOHl.

Tonkas mepcrsiHas Macka 3eBca ObUIa HEMHOTO CIBUHYTa HAOOK. [Toxoxe, YTO OH HaJeBal
€€ B CICIIKE.

— Tol Goumibes? — B ero rojioce mocisIanach 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTh. — BouIbest MeHs?

Meran npukpbLIach MIMPOKKUM TMOJIOTEHIIEM U TIOCMOTpeJia MPsSIMO B YepHbIe I1a3a 3eBca.

— 41 He 6010CH TEOH.

Meran 6osi1ach. Ho Oyib OHa MPOKJIATA, €M MO3BOJUT 3€BCY TIOHATH €€ COCTOSTHYE.

OH cJI0XUJ1 pyKY Ha IPYIU U ONepcsl CIIUHOM O JIBEpb.

— Tebs BonHyeT KTO-TO 1O MMeHH Jxopaan?

[Tpu sTMX croBax MeraH wcnbITana oyt puzndeckyo O0onb. Eii moka3anock, 4Tto B JIMIO
BIPYT MaxHYJ JessHOW BeTep. Y CHOBa el MPUIIIOCh 3aCTaBUTh ceOst TOCMOTPeTh 3eBCY B IJia3a.

— JIxopaaH — Mol Myx.

— TbI TOJIBKO TaK TOBOPUIIIb.

— Ho st10 paBpa!

— A nouemy KoJIbLIO HE HOCUIIIb?

— Ho korpa s paboraro...

— Ube uMsI THI HOCHUIITH?

— Jlevicu — Mosi ieBUYbs1 (DAMUITUSI, ¥ BCE MOU KJIMEHTHI 3HAIOT MEHsI O]l STUM UMEHEM.

3eBc MOoBeJI IIeYaMH.

— 3ByuuT HeyOeauTenbHO. 171 MeHs Thl He 3aMYXKeM.
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— Jla Te6s1 310 BOOOIIIE HE KacaeTcsi! — B3opBasiack MeraH. — §l To)ke H MUHYTBHI HE COMHEBa-
JIaCh, YTO ThI He OBUT POXKCH C UMEHeM 3eBc. DTO TaKoH Xke TICeBIOHNM, Kak u Jlewcu.

HecmoTpst Ha TO 4TO mIepcTsiHasi Macka Mo3BoJisiia BUIETh TOJIBKO IJ1a3a U poT, MeraH Jjoraja-
Jach, Kak 00037MICs TeppopucT. M Bee ke OHa He CMOIJIa CIepKaThCsl U 100aBuJIa:

— Tui sxenat, 3eBc? Min Ha TBOIO OO HE XBATHIIO OOruHN?

3eBc CKall KyJIaKu.

«[lokonoTn ee HEMHOTO...» — BCIOMHWIMCh Meran cioBa Apremuasl. OHa ropo BCKUHYJIA
TOJIOBY, & €€ IJ1a3a THEBHO OJIECHYIH.

—INouemy Obl TEOE HE M3OUTH MEHS, KaK MTOCOBETOBAJIA TBOSI CMeJiasi HaualbHHIA? — 3aKpryaia
MeraH, KOJIOTsI My)KUYMHY KyJJa4KaMH 110 TBEPION MYCKYJIMCTOU I'PyAH JI0 TeX MOp, TIOKa OH He CXBa-
THJI €€ 32 PyKHU. — 3eBC — OOT MOopsi/IKa ¥ CIpaBeJIMBOCTU. 3a4eM Thl aykaenib ero nMs? Haspascs
— COOTBETCTBYH!

— 4 yxe npemynpeskaan, yToObl Thl iepkaiia si3bIK 3a 3ydamu, Jleticu. — ['my6okwuii ronoc 3eBca
Tani yrposy. — 5 XoTsi Obl MHOTIA OBIBAI0 CHUCXOIUTEIBHBIM, OCTATbHBIE — HUKOTAA. 3aIllOMHH 3TO.

Hpoxsb nmpobdexana no ey Meran. CHOBa HeonpejeJIeHHOCTh U TOMHUTEIbHOE, CBOASIIEE C yMa
oxuaanvie. Hepsel Meran ObUtr HaTSIHYTHI 10 Tipeienia. FIMeHHO mo3ToMy OHa OTBaKHJIACh OPOCUTD
MYKYMHE BbI30B.

— ITouemy Obl T€OE cpa3y HE OKOHYHUTD C ITUM?

— Tel npuramaens MeHsl B rocTenb, Jleficu? — 3eBc yOpas pyky.

— 4 nenato To, 4TO NOJIKHA. I HE MOT'Y PUCKOBATH KU3HIMHM JPYTUX JHOAEH, — MTpoOopMoTaia
Meran, 37151Cb Ha ce0s 32 TO, YTO TaK M HE CMOIJIA IOCMOTPETD MPSIMO B IJIa3a CBOEMY TIOPEMIIHKY.

3eBC OTBEpHYJICA.

— Korna s 3axoudy, 51 cam Bo3bMY BC€, UTO MHE IIPHUUTAETCS.

OH xo4YeT Tep3arh ee Hem3BeCTHOCThIO? UTo X, oTmmuHo! OHa 3a0pajack Moy ofiesyio u 3aMo-
TaJach B HEro, Kak ryceHuIa B KOKOH. Ee Tak M MopMBIBaJIO CIIPOCUTH 3€BCa, UYTO OH CIENal C ee
oToanpOoMOM, HO OHa OOSIACH JIMIITHUIA Pa3 HATOMUHATB O CBOEM IIPUCYTCTBUH. 3aBTpa OHA cama
TIOUIIIET €ro.

JlyHa cMoTpena B WUTIOMHUHATOP U 3ajIMBajia KaloTy cepeOpuctbiM cBetoM. CHapyku JOHO-
CUJICSl MSITKUH TUTeck BOJH. Kak cTpaHHO... Be3aMATe)XHOCTh M KpacoTa HOYM HUKAK He BSI3QJUCH
C y’kacoM, IapMBIIMM BOKpPYT. MeraH roBepHyJia rojioBy, CTapasich He MPOIYCTUTh MOMEHT,. KOraa
3eBc CHUMET HaKOHell CBOI0 MacKy. OHa XoTeJsia 3allOMHHTb €ro, YTOObI OMIO3HATh, KOT/[a BCE 3aKOH-
quTCcsl. MeraH mpocTo MeuTasia IocajuTh ero B TIOPbMY.

OnHako MeraHn HUYEro He CMOIJIa Pa3IJIsi/ieTh, KaK HUA CTApasiach, XOTS U CJIbIIIANA, KaK MYK-
YUHA ITyMHO BOPOYAETCs HA COCEIHEN KPOBATH.

«51 He Oyny cnartb. Hu 3a uto He Oymy, — BHyIIana cede JeByIIKa, OTYastHHO OOPSICh CO CHOM.
Eii He0OX0IMMO XOTh MEJIBKOM YBHIETb €0 JIMIIO MPEk/Ie, YeM OH CHOBA HAJICHET CBOIO MacKy. — OH
3a BCE 3aIlIaTUT... U OHU TOXE...»

MeraHn, cmesich, Oexana BMecTe ¢ JIKOopaaHoM BIOJIb KPOMKH MprOosi. VIX HOrM yTomaau B
MSATKOM TeMHOM Iiecke. [Tisik ysxe omycresn. C HacTyIjIeHHeM Beyepa OTABIXAoIHe pa30pesnuch KTO
Kyaa. OfHY OTHPaBUWIIMCH IPUHKUMATD ALl B CBOM HOMEPA, a Ipyrue CIyCTUIINCh K ykuHy. Heoxu-
naHHo [Ixopaan nogxsarwi MeraH, OIHSAJI B BO3YX M 3aKpyXkWI. [[KOpAaH KPEnKo MpuxKal KeHy
K ceOe, ¥ B €ro SICHBIX TOJTyOBIX I71a3aX MEUICHHO CTaJl pa3ropaThCsi OrOHb 3apOsKAAIOIIENCs CTPACTH.

MeraH o0Hs1JIa ero 3a IJIeYH U e[[Ba He 3aJ0XHY/Iach OT XKeJaHus, koraa Jxopnan npuxain ee
K CBOEMY MYCKYJIHCTOMY TeJly ¥ ME/JIEHHO OITYCTHJICSI Ha NECOK, YBJIeKasl JEBYILKY 3a COOOM.

HckycHble masiblibl pacCTErHy A 3aMOK OMPI030BOTO OMKHMHU, M OOHaKeHHasi Tpyab MeraH Koc-
HYJIaCh KPEMKOro Topca OOHMMAIOIIETO €€ MY KUMHBI.
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— Twl naxe He mpencTaBiselb, Kak CHIIBHO s Teds MoOmo, — mporenTtat J)kopaaH X puruisiv
rOJIOCOM, a €r0 PyKH ONyKAajIH 1O BIKHOMY pasropsiaeHHOMY Teny MeraH.

OHH Jie)xay Ha HarpeToM COJTHIIEM TIeCKe, & HeXKHBIN TeTUTbIA OpU3 JIaCKaJl MX TeJla, M Ka3ajioch,
YTO OCTAJILHOWM MUP TepecTal Uisl HUX cyiecTBoBaTh. Ha rybax MeraH 3acTbiia yibiOKa, ee 3eJIeHble
71a3a JIyYUJIMCh CYACThEM.

— 41 3HaM, KaK CWJILHO Thl MeHs JIoOuIb, [IopaaH, — mpomenTtaia MeraH, Korja ryosl Myxa
KOCHYJIUCh ee Ty0, — TIOTOMY 4TO 51 YyBCTBYIO TO *ke camoe. He mymaio, uto Moxer ObITh Oosbliee
CUacCThe.

— Her. — JI)xopnaH HaKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY. — MHe Tak XOpoIio ¢ To0oi!

MeraH nocMoTpesna B Ila3a MyXka M YBHIEJIAa B HUX TaKylo Oe3yMHYIO M BCEMOIIOIMIAOIITYIO
MoOOBb, O KOTOPOW KEHIIMHA MOXET TOJIbKO MEUTATh.

Jluo JIopaaHa CKJIOHIIOCh Hal Hel, 1 MeraH NoTsIHy/Iach eMy HaBCTpevy B OKUJIaHUH TIOIIe-
TySL....

— Ipocwimaiics, Jleiicu!

Bce eme oObsATast IpKUM 4yBCTBEHHBIM CHOM, MeraH B3[OXHYJIa, TIEpeBEepHYJIach Ha CIMHY,
pa3MeTaB BOJIOCHI O TIOAYIIIKE, U BBHITSAHYJIA PYKH, YTOOBI OOHATH [I)XOpaaHa, mpuBiedb ero K cede...

— [ouienyit MeHsl... — copBaJics € ee TyO CTPACTHBIN MPU3BIB.

— Korna s Oyny mo6uts Te6s1, Jleficu, He 1 OT MeHsI TOLeITyeB.

Her! Yyxoil HENIpUATHBIA T0OJOC MTHOBEHHO BEpHYJ MeraH K JIefCTBUTEIbHOCTH, a ee co0-
CTBEHHBIH ILIETIOT BCE €I1le 9XOM OTAaBaics y Hee B ymax. CoH paccesiyicsi, 1 MeraH yBujena CKJo-
HUBIIIErOCS HaI Hel... 3eBca!

Bo pry y Hee nepecoxJio, a ocnadeBiiiee Teso Bee ellie MpedbBajio B BO3OYKICHUH, HABESTHHOM
CHOM.

— ThI pasroBapuBajia BO CHE.

— OcraBb MeHsL... — MeraH rotoBa OblIa pa3pblaaThes, Beab [kopaaH yxke Mo4TH MOIeIoBa
ee, IMyCTh AaXe U BO CHe. MeraH 4yBCTBOBaJIa ce0s1 0OOMaHyTOM, OITyCTOIIIEHHOM M COBEPILIEHHO IOTe-
psiHHOM. — $1 HeHaBwKy TeOs!

— 3amomun!

Bo3nyx B KaioTe ObLT CJIOBHO MPOMHUTAaH B3aMMHON HEHABUCTBIO. 3€BC MOAOIIEN K KPOBATH
MeraH, 1 OHa pBaHyJIach B CTOPOHY, BUETMBIIUChH B OJESIIO OOEIEBIIMMU MaJIbLIAMH.

— Her!

— Ha stom Kopabiie Thl IprHAAJIeKUIb MHE U Oy/Ielllb eath, 9To s1 xouy. [ToHsna?

«Her, Tonbko He ceituac!» — MbicieHHO ymodsiiia Meran. TosbKo He cefiuac, KOrja oHa Kax-
Jaja okaszarbesl B 00bsATHAX [xopaaHa.

UepHble I71a3a yrpoxarolie cMoTpeny Ha MeraH, ee CO3HaHHe CITyTaJloCh,  TPY/b CIABUI CTpax.
CMOXKeT JIn OHa 3TO BbIAEPKATH?

Bropyr ona motepsiia octaTkd camooOJafaHusl, W JIONrO COCPKUBAEMBIA CTpax BHIPBAJICS
HapyKy.

—Ioxanyiicta, ocTaBb MEHs1! — IOTEPSIB FOJIOBY OT yKaca M Oe3bICXOHOCTH, 3aKpryasia Meras,
a U3 ee 3eJIeHbIX I71a3 OpbI3HY/ M ciie3bl. [loToM OHa 3aTHxJja U OecOMOINHO Tmporentana: — MHe
HYXHO... MHE HY’)KHO HEMHOTO BPEMEHH.

OHa 130 BCex CUJI cTapaliach, 4TOOBI €€ CJI0BA 3BYYasIH 3/IpaBO, HO YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO BHITJISITUT
OYeHb JKaJKo. A Korja 3eBC IIarHysl K ee KpoBaTH, OHa TOHSJIA, YTO JIMIIb HAPAcHO COTpsicasa
BO3JIyX.

— Thl... THI xKeHAT? — MPEPHIBAIOIIMMCS TOJIOCOM CITPOCHIIA OHA, OTYAsTHHO HaJesiCh Ha TO, UYTO
OH XOTs1 Obl HA MHT TIOYYBCTBYET YIpbi3eHus1 coBecT. OTHOBPEMEHHO C STUM OHa MATUJIACh HA3a/l
10 TeX Top, MOKa He yIepJiach CIIMHOM B CTeHY. B 3TOT MOMeHT 3eBc pe3Ko OCTaHOBUIICS.

— Twl xenar, Beap Tak? — HarsiHyB Ha ce0Ost ofiesiiio, MeraH MoIsITagach CecTb.
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— 3amomun!

ITo Tomy, kak Hanparcsa My4rHa, Meras IoHsu1a, 4To OH €/1Ba CACPKUBACTCS.

— Kakas oHa, TBOs1 eHa? Tol ee moOuib? — Meran cOCKOJb3HY/IA C KPOBATH, MO-TIPEKHEMY
KyTasich B ofiesiyio. — TeOe He CTOUT el I3MEHSTh, 3eBC...

3azpixasch OT cTpaxa, MeraH pe3ko pa3BepHYyJach, 4ToObl yOekarh B BaHHYI0 KoMHary. Ho,
3aMyTaBIIMCh B Ofiesijie, OHA yrasia, OOJbHO YAAPUBIIMCH IIEKOW O MPUKPOBATHBIN CTOJHK. 3€BC
OBICTPO TIepeceK KOMHATy, MOMOr MeraH MOIHSATHCS, 3a00TIMBO MPUAEPKUBaAsT OAESIIO, M Jall ei
BO3MOHOCTb YJAJIMThCS B BAHHYIO.
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I'nmaBa 3

MeraH npocHy/1ach B 3JIUTON COJTHEYHBIM CBETOM KaloTe.

— AX... — B3IOXHYJIa OHa, CaJIsICh Ha MOCTEJIU U Iy PsICh OT SIPKOTO CBETA.

— 3eBc! — mo3Basia ApreMu/ia, MUPOKO PacaxHyB ABepb. — Yepes yac Th Oy/enb HyKeH MHE
HaBepxy. U 3axBaru ¢ coOOM 3Ty XEHIIUHY.

[NosiBUBIIMIICS U3 BAHHOM KOMHAThI MY»KYMHA TKHYJI TaJiblieM B MeraHs:

— DTO MOXET 0Ka3aThCsl JOBOJIBHO MPOOIEMaTUYHO. — ApTeMU/Ia IPOMKO PaccMesiiach, 3ame-
THUB Ha IIeKe JIEBYIIIKM OIPOMHYIO 11apariuHy.

— 51— ’xe mpocuIa MOKOJIOTUTH ee ciierka, 3eBc! — OHa cHOBa pacxoxoTasack. — Heysxenu ObL10
Tak HeOOXOAUMO YpOJOBaTh €l JIUIIO?

B otBet 3eBc b 6e3pa3uvHO TOXa IIeYaMu.

— MHe HyXHa TBOS IOMOIIIb, — MPOAOJIKAJIA TEM BpPEMEHEM >keHIuHa. — Kanuran okazascs
Ype3BbIUANHO yHpsAMbIM. Ellie 4yTh-uyTh, U S MPUCTPEITIO ero.

— Beritnem, Apremuna. — 3eBc Opocril KOCOH B3I Ha MeraH. — A Thl, KPOIIKa, CHIM TJie
CUIUIIID.

Meran ctucHyna 3yObl, YTOOBI HE 3aKpU4YaTh, KOTAA 3a STUMU [IByMs CTPAIIHBIMU JIIOJbMU
3aXJIONHYJACH ABEPb.

— Ecnu 6bI TOJBKO 51 MOIJIa CITYCTUTHLCS TIO BEPEBKE U YIUIBITh Ky/a IJ1a3a MsIAT, — TUXO Mpo-
6opmoTaia MeraH, CBepHYBIIHCh KJIYOOUKOM Ha MATKHUX MOIYIIKaX.

3a ABepsAMM pa3faBaJiCsl TPOMKUI HENPUATHBIN T'OJIOC MY KUMHBI, TOBOPUBLIETO HA HE3HAKO-
MOM Hape4uu, U pe3Kre OTBETbl APTEMU/IBL.

MeraH MeuTasna o0saaTh HEJIO)KUHHOW CUJION, YTOOBI IaTh OTIIOP STUM KECTOKUM 3aXBaT4u-
KaM, HO IIeHa OblJ1a CJIIITKOM BBICOKA. [[BEph KalOTHI paciiaxHyach, 1 MeraH MHHCTUHKTUBHO CKaJlach.

— CHauana B J1y1ll, IOTOM OJ€BaTbCsl, — OTPHIBUCTO CKOMAHIOBAJI MY KUMHA.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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