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Mapuna AJIEKCAH/IPOBA
IHOJAPOK KPECTHOI'O

IHPOJIOT

B naBHue BpemeHa B ropoge Koncrantunonosne i yenoBek. CibUl OH BEJIMKMM MacTepoM
I0BEJIMPHBIX Jie1. He Obl10 eMy paBHBIX B 9TOM He TOJIbKO B KoHcTaHTHHONONE, HO U 10 Beel Buzan-
Tiu. Jlenan mactep nepcTHU, OpacieTsl U OKepebsl U TeM 3apadaThiBajl HEMaJible IeHbIH.

Bcero 6b110 B JOCTaTKE y 10BEIMpa, HE OBUIO Y HEro TOJBKO ceMbH. KW OH OJMHOKOH XOJIO-
CTSILIKOM JKM3HBIO, & TObI IIIJIU, ¥ ObLI OH YK€ He MOJIOJ.

Ho BOT oHaX bl BCTPETUII MacTep JEBYIIIKY, MPEKPacHyIo, Kak cama Jo0oBb. Bocnbuan k
Hell CTPacCThiO I0BEJIMP, U JIEBYILIKA, KAK 9TO HU YAUBUTENIBHO, OTBETUIA €My B3aUMHOCTbIO. FOBenmmp
JKEHUJICS HA HEW, MPEATCTBUI K 9TOMY HUKAKMX HE BO3HUKJIO, U CTaJl )KUTh CEMEMHON JKU3HBIO.

Tonbko mocne cBasbOBI TIOHST MAacTep, YTO MHOTOE He pasrsjes B XapakTepe CBOel Kpaca-
BUIIbI-keHbl. OKa3aJ10Ch, YTO MOJ1 AHTeJILCKMM JIMUMKOM CKPBIBAeTCs AbsBOIbCKUI HpaB. Ho mactep
BCE PaBHO MPOJOJIKAJI JIIOOUTH CBOIO EHY, a [IOTOMY IPOLIAJ € Bce 37100HbIe BHIXOJKH, TPUHUMAS
ee TAKOM, KaKasi OHa €CTb.

Bpewms nuto. IOBenup aenan cBou ykpailieHus1, IpeJoCTaBUB MOJIOJOH keHe TOJIHYI0 CBOOOIY
neiictBuil. Ta 3aHMMaack NCKITIOYUTEIBHO COOOM, He puiIarast HI MaJIeIINX YCHIMA K TOMY, YTOOBI
clesIaTh CYACTIIMBBIM MYyKa.

OpnHax /bl )KeHa BCe ke Mojiapuia MacTepy pajJloCTHYIO BECTh, CKa3aB, YTO OHa OepeMeHHa. B
TIOJIOKEHHBIN CPOK Ha OeJlblil CBET poansach qeBouka. CeMelHast KM3Hb Hayasla IOTUXOHbKY BXOAUTh
B CIIOKOMHOe pyciio. KoHeuHo, npuMepoM 100poseTeNu keHa MacTepa He CTajla, HO U OTKPOBEHHO
3JI00HBIX BBIXOJOK ceOe yke He MO3BOJIAIA.

Ha camom ziene mpuamHOi 3TOMY OBUIO HE POKICHUE JOUepH U He U3MEHEHH I, TPOU3OLIEAIINe
B XapakTtepe keHbl. FOBenup u He goragpIBajics, 4To €ro XkeHa, ye3xkas Ha HECKOJIbKO JJHEell, BOBCE He
TOCTUT y POAMTESIel, Kak OHa OOBIYHO TOBOPMJIA, & IIPUHUMAET YYaCTHE B CIIyKEHUSIX, IPOTUBHBIX
Bory, T. e. B uepHbIX Meccax.

[oz1bl Bee 11JTM 1 IUTH, MacTep MO-IPeXHEMY HU O YeM He JIora/ibiBasicsl. Ero Tonbko yauBisiio,
YTO K€Ha HHUKorjaa He O6eper ¢ co0oil Joub. OJHaKO Ta Bcerjga OTroBapvBaiach TEM, YTO OTell He
MOXET IPOCTUTH €€ 3a TO, YTO OHAa NoJapuiia eMy BHYUKY, a HE BHYKA, U IEBOUYKY BUJETh HE XOUYET.
IOBenup u3ymisijics CTOMKON HENMPUA3HU CBEKPA, HO BCIyX HUUYEro He roopuil. OH-TO JTI0OMII CBOE
€IMHCTBEHHOE JUTS 10 CAMO3a0BEHUSI.

Jloub noapocna 1 cTaja NMCaHON KpacaBHILIEH, He YCTYTAIoIEe B KpacoTe MaTepH, JIMIIb Aylla
y Hee OblIa CBeTIasl, KaK y HACTOSINEro aHresa, COMEero ¢ Heoa, A1 TOro YToObl CIACTH HAITY
I'PELIHYIO 3eMJIIO.

Ho BOT oiHask/1bl keHa BHE3AITHO BbIpa3ulla oxkesIaHue B35Th JEBYIKY ¢ coO0. Ta ¢ pagocThio
cortacuiiack. BepHysach jxeHa yepe3 mecsil. O0aMBasCch ce3aMu, oBeJajla OHa MacTepy O TOM, 4TO
UX eJUHCTBEHHAs J0Yb CKOHYAJIACh OT OOJIOTHOM JIMXOPAAKH MO MPHUE3/ie K POACTBEHHUKAM.

FOBenmp ObLT Oe3yTellieH, HO HM Ha MUHYTY He YCOMHMJICS B TIPABJMBOCTY CJIOB JKEHBI, TOJIBKO
JIMIIb U3bSBUII JKEJIAHME KaK MOKHO CKOpee IMOCETUTh MOTuily jaodyepH. KeHa He CONpOTHUBIISIACH
OTKPBITO, HO KQXIbIA pa3 HAXOAWJIA BCE HOBBIE TIOBOIBI AJIS1 TOTO, YTOOBI OTJIOKHTH MOE3/IKY.

Hakowery 1oBenvp 3amoqo3puil HeslalHOe, U, He CKa3aB KeHe HU CJIOBa, yexall K ee pojuTe-
asiM onuH. KakoBo ke ObUIO ero HejoyMeHHe, KOorja OH OOHApYKWJI, YTO POAWTENH KEeHbl CKOHYA-
JIUCh HECKOJIBKO JIeT Ha3a/l. CHauasia OH He OBEPUJI TOMY, HO caM MOCETHJI KJIaAOMIIE U Hallle] UX
MOTUJIbl. MOrUJIBI € I0YepU €My HalTH Tak U He yIaJloCh.
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BepHyBIIIKCh IOMOIA, I0BEJIMP HE CKa3aJl KeHEe HU CJI0BA O TOM, IJie OH ObLIT U YTO OOHAPYKUII.
Ta, HCIIYraBIIMCh CHA4YaJ1a, IMOCTCIICHHO YCIIOKOWJIACh U ITPpUIJIa K BBIBOAY, YTO €€ CyIpyr €31UJI 110
KaKMM-TO CBOUM JICJIaM.

IOBenmvp Havan cieauts 3a keHoil. Korma oHa ouepeqHO# pa3 coOpaiach exaTh K pOaUTesIsM,
OH CKa3aJicsi OOJILHBIM U 110 3TOM MPUYMHE OTKA3aJICs eXaTh C Hell MpoBejaTh MOTHITY jo4yepu. JKeHa
yexaJa, a OH MOCJIe/IOBA 32 Hel, CTPeMsICh JJOKOMAThCS 10 Pa3rajIky 3JIOBEIICH TAiHbI.

Mactep npuObLT Kak pa3 BOBpeMsi, UTOOBI YBUJIETh, KAK YYACTHUKU YE€PHOW MECCHI TPUHOCST
B XKEPTBY caTaHe MOJIOZYIO JEBYIIKY. DTo OblIa yXe He JOUb I0BEJIMpPa, HO TOT MPOHUK B CYTh IPO-
UCXOJISIIIETO.

B cnemytonmii pa3 yepHasi Mecca Oblia IipepBaHa B CaMOM pasrape MOsIBJICHUEM CBSIICHHUKOB.
Keny 1oBenupa, 1o ero mpocboe, He MpeAaid CMEPTH, KaK OCTAIBHBIX YYaCTHMKOB YEPHOW MECCHI,
a MIPUBE3JI B MOHACTHIPb, [a0bl M3THATH U3 HEe JICMOHA.

PuTyas ObUT IpojiesiaH co BCel TIIATEIBHOCTBIO U, HAKOHEI], IyIIIa e¢ OYUCTUIIACh OT CKBEPHBI.
Cpazy ke mociie Toro, Kak IbsBOJ ObUI M3THAH, KEHa MacTepa CKOHYAJIACh.

OTmyckarh 1eMoHa OpOaUTh TIO 3eMJe ObUIO Obl BECbMa HEOCMOTPHUTENIBHO, HO TOTYOUTD €ro
ObUIO HEBO3MOXKHO. [I0TOMY perviM 3aTouuTh AEMOHA, YTOOB HE MOT OH HaBPEIUTh JIoAsM. [list
9TOTO I0BEJIMP M3TOTOBUIT KOJIBIIO — MPOCTEHBKUI cepeOpsHBIN MePCTeHb ¢ YepHBIM OMajioM. B Hero-
TO CTapaHUsIMU MOHAXOB M ObLJI 3aTHaH JEMOH.

Koryia 13roToBJisiicst iepcreHb, MOHAX HAJIOKKII HA HEro 3akjsThe. OH MOHUMA, YTO KOT/ia-
HUOY/b, HECMOTPS HA BCE YXHUIIPEHUsI MOHAXOB, IEPCTEHb MOKET IOMACTh B Uykue pyku. [Tosromy
OBIBILIVIA OBEJIMP MOCTAPAJICS KaK MOKHO Oosiee 00e30acHTh MPOKJISATOE yKpaieHue. EctecTBeHHO,
caesaTh ero CoBceM 0e300MJHOM MOOPSKYIIKOH I0BEJHP HE MOT', HO MOYMHUTD B HEKOTOPOU CTETIEHN
JIEMOHa, TasIIerocsi B KOJblie, BOJIE €ro BJIajieiblia, ObLIIO MOHAXaM TIOJ CHITY.

Ha nepcteHb HAJIOXWITH 3aKJISAThE, TI0 KOTOPOMY JIEMOH MOT OCBOOOJMTHCS TOIBKO B TOM CITy-
Yae, eCJIY ero BiaJiesiel] COBEPIIUT TPH MPOCTYIKA, KOTOPbIE pa3pyliar yapbl. [{jist Toro 4to0sl BbIITy-
CTHUTBH JIEMOHA Ha CBOOOJLY, BJIaJieliel] IePCTHSI IOJKEH ObLT CTaTh MPUYMHOW CMEPTH JKEHIIMHBI, JIKe-
CBHJICTEJILCTBOBATH M JIMIIIUTH peOeHKa KycKa XJieoa.

[MocJie 3TOro IeMOH BOJIeH ObUT PACIIPABUTBCS C BIIA/ICIIbLIEM MIEPCTHSI, U HUKTO HE CTaJl Obl eMy
B 9TOM IIperpajioun.

MoHax¥ He JiyMaJi, 4TO MEPCTeHb ellle Koraa-HuOYIb OKAKETCsl B pyKax KOro-HHOY/Ib U3 MUp-
CKMX Jiofiei. MacTtep, OCTPUTTIKCh, OCTAJICS B MOHACTBIPE M BCETIa HOCUJI IEPCTEHb Ha JICBOW pyKe
KaK HallOMHMHAHKE O CBOEH HEOCMOTPUTENIBHOCTH U TIOCTUTTIIEM ero rope. OH 3aBelaj OXOPOHUTh
3JI0BellIee KOJIbIIO BMECTE C HUM, TeM CaMbIM HaBcer/1a N30aBUB JIIOJICH OT HalacTH, HO cyab0a pac-
NOPSIINJIACh UHAYE.

OnHax/Ipl MacTep OTIPABUIICS C HEKMM MOPYYEHHEM B COCETHUI MOHACTHIPb. 10 1y TH Ha Hero
Haram pa3ooiHuky. KOBenupa youum, CHSUIM C IIeH 30JI0TOM KPECT, a C MaJjblia JIeleBoe cepeOpssHoe
KOJIBIIO € YepHbIM onayioM. C TeX Mop MPOKJISITHI KaMeHb Hauyasl CTPAHCTBOBATh 10 CBETY, TIPHUHOCS
JIOISIM TOpe.
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IJIABA 1

BrloxkuIto 1 MeJIo Tak, 4To Heslb3s1 ObLIO C TOUHOCTHIO CKa3aTh, 1€ B ITON CHEKHON KPyrOBEPTH
cxonATcs HeOo ¢ 3emuleil. XOTs MOpO3 He OblI CUJIEH, OAMHOKOIO MyTHUKA MOKUIAJIa ONACHOCTD
3aIUlyTaTh B CHEKHOM MECUBE U 3aMEp3HYTbh HACMEPTb, ObITh MOXET, B [BYX IIarax OT JIIOJICKOTO
KUJIUILLA.

Bacunmii B KOTOpBIA pa3 moxasies 0 ToM, 4TO BOOOIIE BHIIIEN U3 1oMy. BiBoiiHe oH ceToBa
Ha NPaBUTEJIbHUILY-TOCYAAPBIHIO, KOTOPO HE B JOOPbIM yac MpHIUIA JyMa Y3HATh — KaK Hapoj ee
KuBeT-MoxkeT? Jla K ToMy X U mocniajia pa3BeliaTh Takylo Oe3enuily He KOro-HuOyIb — 3HATHOTO
6osipuna, Bacums [opuHa. .. Y To ckazaTh — ¢ TeX Nop, Kak MpOKJIATYIIUH 3ToT Banbka TenenHes,
OOSIpMH KOHIOIIHIA, 3a0paJl BIIACTb HaJl MOJIOZION MPABUTEIbHULIEH — CTApbIM OOsIpaM U CJI0Ba MOJIBUTb
HE JaI0T.

Ox, rpexu, rpexu... Ckopeit Obl yXK, YTO JIM, BOILIEJ B BO3PACT MaJIeHbKUI Benukuii KHs3b U
MOCTOsIT OBI 32 3eMJII0 PYCCKYIO. . .

TopectHbl ObLH pa3yMbst Bacuius, u cTpaHHO OBUIO OKa3aThesl €My, Kak HUIIEMY Kakomy,
B TaKOW IIIYIIM, HA CAaMOW OKpaWHEe CJIaBHOTO CTOJBHOTO Irpaga — 0e3 BO3Ka, 0e3 CIyr, B IIOXOW
OZIE’KOHKE, KOTOPasi BOBCE HE 3alllMINajIa OT MIPOHU3BIBAIOILETO Xonoja. [Ja He cTosb Xonon Myuui,
CKOJIBKO OCKOpOJIEHHasI TOPAOCTb — BOT BE/Ib U POJI JPEBHUIA, U B [[ymMy OOsIpCKYIO HOIyIIIEeH — IIOMO-
raThb IPaBUTEJIbHULIE YIIPABJIATHCS C OOLIMPHBIM FOCYAAPCTBOM, a 3aMEp3aeT B YUCTOM I10JIe, KaK I1eC
Opomstumii!

Bacunuii noHrMat, 4To NpoiJeT emie coBceM HEMHOTO BPEMEHH, U OH 00ECCUIIEHO OITyCTUTCS
IIPSIMO B CHET, a €lIe Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BPeMs BCE TEJIO €r0 OLETIEHEET U OH IOTPY3UTCS B BEUHBIH,
OecripoOynHblii coH. Ha crnenyionmii neHb, a ObITh MOXKET, €CIIU BbIOTa HE YTUXHET, TOJIBKO BECHOH
ero HaiIyT W, IPUHSB 3a HUILETO, TIOXOPOHAT 0e3 MMeHH, Oe3 mouecTedl Ha OeJHOM KJaJouIIe 3a
rOpOJOM.

I'myno, ox rimyno tak ymupars! Jleno Boxbe, kKoHeuHo, rpex pornrarb. [la u Bo3pact yxk... He
MOJIOZICHBKHIA, YTOO 3y0aMu 3a JKM3Hb LEIUIAThCSA. A BCe jKe — KaK XoueTcsl OkuTh eme! M yx
XOTb OBI HE MOJIION TAKOW CMEPTHIO YMEPETh, a B CBOEH MOCTENIH, ITPH CBSIIIEHHUKE, TT0J] 00pa3aMH. . .

[Ipomwo eme HeKoTOpoe BpeMs, U Bacwimil yKpenwics B MBIC/IH, YTO €CJIM OH BCKOPOCTH
HE HaiieT mproeXkuIna, He MUHOBaTh eMy Oe3BpeMeHHOW KOHuMHBL. TeMHOTa crymanock. Bokpyr
TECHWJIMCh MaJlble YTJIble XMOapKu, U HU B OJHOW M3 HUX He ropei ceer. Ka3zasnock, uTo Bce Jmoau
BBIMEPIIY, U JIOMa TU TMOKUHYTHI IaBHBIM-AaBHO. [ToGenuB B cebe Ope3rmBoCTh 1 ropaocTh, Bacu-
JIMA NOCTyyvaJicsl B OMMKAMIIYI0 KAJIUTKY M cTall kAaTh. OHAKO HUKTO HE CHEIIN BBIATH BO JBOP
U MOJTI0OO0MBITCTBOBATh, KTO MOXAJIOBAJ HA HOUb IJISIA.

Bacuimii OBTOPHJI CBOIO NOTIBITKY JAOCTYYaThCs 10 XO35€B, HO OHA OKa3aJ1ach CTOJIb K€ TILET-
HOA, 4TO M mpeapiayias. bospuH oTomien ot 3a60pa 1 HavaJl BIIISIABIBATHCS B 32CHEKEHHYIO TEMHOTY
ynouku. OH 4yTb HE BCKPUKHYJI OT paJJOCTH, KOIJIa B HECKOJIBKHUX IHIarax oT cedst 3aMeTHI TYCKIIYIO
CBETAILYIOCS TOUKY. DTO, 0€3 COMHEHHsI, CBETUJIOCh KPOIIEYHOE OKOLIKO OTHOTO U3 JIOMUILIEK.

He pa3bupast jopors U To M J1eJI0 NPOBAJIMBAsCh 10 KOJIEHO B cHer, Bacuimii 3acremmm
Xxubapke, B KOTOPOH, 6e3 BCSIKOrO COMHEHHsI, ObLT KTO-TO JKMBOW.

OH 4TO eCTb CHJIBI 3aKOJIOTUJI B IOKOCUBILYIOCS ABEPD, IOHUMAsl, YTO €CJIA EMY HE OTBOPAT, TO
Oosee HazleAThCs He Ha 4To. ['poxoTan Kynakamu, a cam AymaJl, 4YTO HUKTO B TAKOE CTPALTHOE BpeMs
HE OTKPOET ABEPb IPOXOkeMy uesioBeKy. IlepeBenucy Ha Pycu Takue miynuel. 3HauuT, IpUIETCA C
JKHU3HBIO TPOCTUTBCS.

Takue rpycTHble pa3MbIlUieHs Bacumyst 6buUtH IpepBaHbl TOIOTOM HOT C TOM CTOPOHBI ABEPH.
Uepe3 MrHOBEHUE OHa CKPUIIHYJIa U OTBOpWJIach. B MasleHbKHX CeHsIX ObUIO MOYTH TaK K€ TEMHO,
KaK U Ha yJuLe, Ho Bacuimi Bce ke CMOT paCCMOTPETD, UTO NIEPE HUM CTOMT MYKUMHA.

— K10 371€Ch? — BBIKPUKHYJI XO35IMH JJOMa B HOUYHYIO TEMEHb.
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Bacumit xoTen ObIIO CKa3aTh, KTO OH €CTh Ha CAMOM JieJie, HO BHE3aIHO MOAyMaJl, YTO He3a-
JAa4IMBBIN XO35MH MOKET IPOCTO MCIYTaThCsl M 3aXJIOMHYTh JBEPb UJIM e MPUHSATH Bacuims 3a yma-
JIMIIIEHHOTO | OTISATH K€ He MYCTUTh B JIOM.

— INomorwm, moOpsIii yenoBek! — BockmkHya Bacunmii. — He naii noruOHyTh OeqHOMY CTpaH-
HUKY!

— Yem xe st moMory Tede? — Mogo3puTeIbHO CIIPOCHIT TOJIOC U3 TEMHOTHI.

— [Tyctu THI MeHs1 Ha HOWIET, He Jail MOrMOHYTh JIyIlIe X pUCTUAHCKOM ! — B3Monuiics: Bacumnmid.

— [Mycrun Obl 51 TeOs1, MIJT YEJIOBEK, Ja He B OPY ThI PHILIEN, — OTBETCTBOBA royoc. — [lompo-
CHCh Ha HOWIET B COCEOHUI IOM, CAEIail MIJIOCTD!

— Yk npocusics 1, — MOYTH 3ariakai Bacwmmii, — 1a moau 31ech KUBYIIME, TMO0 yMEpiu Bce,
OO0 CHSAT CHOM BOUCTUHY HerpoOynHbIM. HukTo He oTBOpmi MHe nBepu. [lyctu, 1oOpbiii yenoBek!
51 He crany TeGe 00y301 U C PACCBETOM YHTY.

— JKanp mHe Te0s1, myTHUK. CIBIITy IO pedam — He 37101 Thl YeJI0BEK, He OOMIHIIb HAC, FPelll-
HbIX. Jla BUOUINb THI — KEHKA MOsI HalyMauia poxarts. Kakoit Tebe Oyner Houser?

V Bacunus yx 3y0 Ha 3y0 He momajalt.

— He 3aiimy s1 MHOTO MecTa, BHUMaHHS He TIOTpeOylo, Aa MUIIM He Torpoiry! — Havasl 3aBe-
PATh OH HEBUAMMOTO X03siMHa. — [IpUTKHYCH rie-HuOyabp B YIOJIKY H, JIMIIb TOJTbKO HEOO 3acepeerT,
MOKHMHY TBOHM KPOB. A 3a JOOPOTY TBOIO, €C/IM K YTPY JK€Ha TBOSI OMPOCTAETCS, CTAaHy HOBOPOXKAEH-
HOMY KPECTHBIM !

— KpecrthbiM, ropopuiib? — 3aJyMYMBO MOBTOPWJI MyXHUK. — BoT 310 n1esio! BenHsl Mbl, cam
Buauib. KTo K HaM KpecTHBIM noiieT? Bxoau, noOpeiil yenoBek... TecHO y Hac, KOHEYHO, /1a yX
TSIKEIBIM. . .

C 3TUMM CJIOBaMH MYXHUK PaCHaxHyI ABEPb M BITYCTHII HEXJAHHOTO TOCTS.

B ManeHbKO¥ ropeHKe, MoJIOBUHY KOTOPOU 3aHMMaJIa )KapKO HATOIUIEHHAS Mleub, Iy PHO MaxJIo.
Ho nocie TSoKKMX MCHIBITAaHUE STOT MPUIOT MOKa3asicss OOSIpUHY paeM.

— Th1, BOT UTO, MONIE3aii HA TIeUb, — THXOHBKO MPOOOPMOTAI MYKHK, He IaBasi Bacummio ors-
neTbest. — Exenu yeta, Tak 3acHelllb, a TO BUIIIb, YTO JEJaeTcsl. . .

Bacumii 3ase3 Ha ieub. Tam ObLIO HECTEPIUMO IYIITHO, KMCIIO MaXJI0 JyOlIeHbIMU IIKYPaMH 1
Mmbimamu. OriisaeBImch, Bacummii oHsi1, B yeM Aeno. Jlexanka Oblia 3acT/iaHa CTapbiM 3aCajleHHBIM
TYJIYIIOM, a MBIIIY, OYEBUIHO, B TOJIOIHOE BpeMsl OXOTHO miioanu ero. IlpeononeB Ope3rimBoCTb,
Bacunmii ynercs noynoOHee U BBITJISIHY/T B TOPHUILY.

Cnabo Termiach JIydyuHa, U TP HEBEPHOM €€ CBETe T'OCTh PasrJIsijiesl HUIIMN MPHIOT, Kyaa
3aHecna ero cynp0a. Heboraro xkuBeT 10OpBIi XO35IMH, YTO U TOBOpUTh! Beero-to u ckapda — cro
12 JIaBKU TIO CTE€HaM, 3aBaJIeHHbIe HerofsIei pyxisaapio. Ha ogHOM U3 ckaMeek CMyTHO BUJIHEETCS
pacrnpocTepras B olIyMpake keHIuHa. Hax Heit cyetuTcest cropOriieHHast, Jkankast (purypa — BUJath,
CTapyIIOHKA-TIOMOIITHHIIA.

TomHo ObUI0 CMOTpPETh HA TAaKOE MYKHYbE XO3SHCTBO, Ja M TsKesask YCTaJOCTh HABAJIMIIACh
Ha BEKH, U OH 3aCHYIL.

OpnHako 1onTo cnaTh emMy He npuiuioch. I[locpeny Houn poskaromiasi 6ada Hayasla FPOMKO CTO-
Hatb. [TocTereHHO CTOHBI IepepOCIT B TyIIepa3qupalole KUKy 1, Koraa Bacummii b1t yke rotos
COCKOUHTD C TIeUH U OeKaTh Ky/a 1J1a3a ST, JTUIIb Obl HE CIBIIATH KYTKUX 3aBbIBAHUM, TyIITHbBINA
CyMpaK KaMOpPKHU Mpope3all IeTCKUI KPHK.

VYernplnag 1mia4 HOBOPOKIEHHOTO, MY)KHUK, XO3MH JIOMa, 10 CUX TIOp CH/EBIIUI Ha JIaBKE B
KaKOM-TO CTPaHHOM OIIETIEeHEHUH, TTOICKOYMJI, KaK yKaJICHHBIN, U KUHYJICA K XKEeHe.

— K10? — BOCKJIUKHYJT OH, IPOTATHBAs K Oa0OKe, 0OTUparoIell MiIajieHIa, 3aCKOPY3JIble PYKH.

— MaspumK, — CKpUITy4UM roJIOCOM TOBeasIa crapyxa.

— Cpin! ¥V MeHs cblH poguics! — BCKpUYasl MykKHUK.

«Hamo xe! — myman nipo cedst Bacunmii. — Ecii Tak paccyinTh, TO HUIIEMY-TO 3TOMY MYKUKY
yOMBaThCS HAO: KaK HU BEPTH, a ellle OWH POT Terepb KOpMUTh. A OH 3Hail ceOe paayeTcs!
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Bowucruny nusHbl TBOM fena, ['ocriogu!» C 31010 MBICIIBI0 Bacummii 3acHys1 ¥ TPOCHYJICS, KOraa
TYCKJIBIIl CBET 3UMHETO yTpa OCBETHJI KAMOPKY, IPOOMBAsICh UYepe3 MYTh 3aTSIHYTOrO ObIYBUM ITy3bI-
pEeM OKHa.

Poxenunia MupHO cnaja Ha JIaBKe, y TPyAU €€ Jiexkasl TYro 3aleieHaThlid KPaCHOMUIBIA MJIa-
neHerl. XO3sWH MPUKOPHYJI HA BTOPOW M3 UMeEBIIMXCS B jadyre jaBke. [llaru Bacumus pa3Oymumm
€ro, OH ceJl, MPOTUPasi HOKPACHEBIINE OT HeAOCHINA I71a3a. OKa3anock, YTO ITO MOJIOOM €111e COBCEM
MYKHUK, CBETJIOBOJIOCBIA M Ceporiasblid. TSAroThl KU3HH, OJHAKO, HAIOKWUIIM YKE€ CBOW CKOPOHBIH
OTIEYaTOK Ha €ro BHEIIHOCTb — CCYTYJIEHHBIE [UIEYH, U3MO3KAEHHOE JIULIO C BBAJIMBIIMMUCS IEKAMHU,
TEJIO — CJIOBHO U3 OJIHUX KWJI, HU KallJIM Msca Ha KOCTSIX.

— A-a-a, CTpaHHUK, NPOCHYJICS yke? — MPOTSIHYJ MYXKUK, MOTATUBAsACh. — Thl TOJIBKO yXO-
auTh-TO He crier! O cBoeM oOelaHny BYeparrHeM TOMHUIIID Jin?

— IlomHI0, — yTBEpAUTETHHO KUBHYJI TOJIOBON Bacumii.

— Tak s ceifuac MUTOM 3a OATIOHIKON-TO CXOXKY, — 0OpaJOBAJICSl MYKHK U, HAISUTUB CTapbIi
TYJyI, Ha KOTOPOM MourBai Bacuimii, BbIOEKal BOH U3 I0OMA.

Bacummii cen Ha OCBOOOOMBIIYIOCS JIABKY, NMPHUHSJICS OT HEYero JesiaTh IVIsAeTh B MYTHOE
OKOHIIE, Yepe3 KOTOpoe, ake MPU BEJIMKOM KEJIAaHUU Pa3IisgeTh MOYTH HUYETO Helb3sl ObLIO.

— Oi1, KTOW-TO TyT? — BHE3AITHO MOCJIBIIIAJICS TPUTTTYIIEHHbIA )KEHCKUI BCKPHK.

Bacummit o6opoTriicst oT okHa. X03siKa CHfieNa Ha CKaMbe, OIHON PyKOU MpHIepKuBasi MJia-
JEHLa, a BTOPOM IBITasICh IPUKPBITH 3aILJIATAHHBIM OJIESJIOM OTOJIMBILYIOCS TPY/b.

«ITO HAJIO ke, KaKasi KpacoTa Mopo B HUILIETEe POAUTCS!» — nmoxymalt Bacummii, orisiieB aj-
HBIH TIOJIHBIH CTaH JKEHIIMHBI 1 BCMOTPEBIINCH B €€ KPaCUBOE JIUIIO C COBEPLICHHBIMU, IPAaBUJIbBHBIMU
yepramu Jmna. «Takoi He B OeHON U30eHKe OOMTaTh, a 1O KHSKBMM IOKOSIM B CaMblil pa3 pasry-
JIMBaTh!»

— He nyxaiics, — ckazan Bacuimii BeiyX, 3aMETUB, YTO KEHILMHA HAXOIUTCS B ITOJTHOM CMSITe-
HUM. — ] cTpaHHUK, KajMKa nepexoxuid. Buepa HOUbIO 4yTh HE 3amMep3 O[] BallIUM OKHOM, 3aILTyTaB
B CHE)KHOM Oypane. My TBOW MyCTUJI MEHsI 1O T0OpOoTe AYIIEBHOM MepeHoueBarh. 5 ke moooderat
CTaTh KPECTHBIM OTLIOM BallleMy JUTSTH.

Myxuuka, BbICTyIIaB Bacuiusi, MOycnoKouiack, XOTsI ¥ MPOJIoJIKajia Opocarh Ha HEro BpeMst
OT BPEMEHHM OTACIIMBBIE B3IJISIIbl U3-T10]] YEPHBIX CTPEIbYAThIX PECHHLI.

[Tponuio enie HeKOTOpoe BpeMsi, ABEPb OTBOPUIIACH, BITYCKasi B TOPEHKY XOJIOIHBIN BO3IyX U
MYKHUKa, TIPUBEALIETO ¢ COO0M CYXOHBKOTO MaJIeHbKOTO CBSIIIEHHUKA. CBSIIEHHUK OBbUI CTONb Ke
OefleH, Kak M BeCh €ro MPUXO/, U TaK IedajieH, CJIOBHO BIMTANI B ceOs1 Bce CKOpOM CBOEH TTACTBHI.

OOpsia KpeleHus pou3BeieH ObUT OBICTPO U cKpoMHO. COBCeM He K TaKOMY MpUBBLIK Bacu-
muid. Ero eiMHCTBEHHYI0 JIOOMMYIO OYb KPECTHJIM C TBIITHOCTHIO B OOJBIIOM OEIOKaMEHHOM
cobope, 1 KHsI3b ObUT e KpecTHBIM. boratslii up 3akatiit Bacunmii nocie JOYKUHBIX KPECTHH. ..

Hasno 3710 ObUTO. [TpoIITH rofa, yerena MoJIOJOCTh — HEAOTY/IsSIHHASL, 32 HETIOOMMOIO KEHOIO
ocraBiieHHasl. Tenepb BOT yx U HacTteHbka co JHS Ha JieHb ONpPOCTaThCs JOJIKHA, & Belb HEIABHO
elle KayaJl ee Ha KOJIEHSIX COBCEM KpolueuHylo. U senerana oHa MOTEIIHO U TAHYJA MyXJIble BCE B
NepeBsI30YKaxX PyYOHKHU K TYCTOM OTLOBCKOW Oopoge. Ila, MuHYMa, TposieTena Ku3Hb, OyITO U He
HAYMHAJIACK. ..

MnazneHna, HapOIUBILIETOCS BO BbIOKHYIO, HEIPOIJISIHYIO STHBAPCKYIO HOUb, HapeKau Muxa-
WJIOM.

— UYro ) ocTaBUTh TeOE, KPECTHUK, B TIONAPOK ? — 33[yMUYMBO CKa3asl Bacuuid, risasi Ha Kpyr-
nomekoro 6yTty3a. — M HeT Be/ib Y MeHsI ¢ COOOM HUYETO. . .

MyXHK C )KEHOU IPUTUXJIN B OKUIAHUH.

— Pa3Be uto otnam s Tebe mepcTeHek cBoi. JlerieB oH 1o IieHe, 3aT0 cepiily MoeMy OlMU30K, —
npodopmoTan Bacuiuii M CHSUT ¢ pyKHM CTapUHHBIN cepeOpsiHbIN MEpCTeHb C BIPABJICHHBIM B HETO
OOJIBIIIM TEMHBIM HEMPO3pavyHbIM KaMHEM. — BOT KpecTHUKY Moemy noapoyek ! — ckazan Bacunmid,
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MPOTATHUBAsI IEPCTEHb POAUTENSAM HApOAMBIIErocst. MyXHK, 3Bajiii ero 3axapom, IpOTSHY PyKy, U
B TOT MOMEHT, KOTrJ]a KOCHYJIach cepeOpsiHasi BEeMUIa Ja0HH!, CITyYHIOCh JUBO JUBHOE.

INokazanock 3axapy, OyATO CBEpKHYJIA B TEMHOM KaMHE ajiasi MOJIHUSI, M TOTYAC T'YJIKUIA pacKkaT
rpoma MpopoKoTas B HeOe.

— Y10 3T0? — BOCKJIMKHYJI 3axap, OTHIATHYBIIKCh.

—I'ne? — e nonsn Bacunmii.

— He 6piBaet rpoma cpey 31Mbl! — BOCKJIMKHYJI XO35IUH. — Jla 1 KaMeHbeB, MOJTHUHM MEUYIIHX,
70 CUX TIOp BUIETh MHE He MPUXOAUIIOCH! V3K HE KOJIYH JIU Thl, CTPAaHHUK ?

—Yr0 ¢ ToOO# ? — TPEBOKHO CcIIpocuia ero xkeHa. — Kakue momann? Kakoii rpom? Yk He 3aXBO-
paJt i Thl yacom?

— BBITh MOKET, ¢ HEIOCHIITY €My BCSIKO MepeluTcs? — MOAaKkHyl Baciimii, Tak:ke HIYero He
BUIEBIINI U HE CIIBIIIABIIUI.

3axap, X0Th ¥ yBepeH ObLI B TOM, UYTO HUUYETO €My He TIOMEpenIusioch, ClIopuTh He ctail. OH
3ayMYMBO CMOTpEJI Ha CTPaHHBII MEPCTEHb M BCE KA3aJI0Ch EMY, UTO IUISIIET B HEM, ObeTCsI, CHIISCH
MPOOUTh KAMEHHYIO Tperpaay, KpOBaBO-aJIblid KapPKHUA OTOHEK.

— Cnacu6o tebe, JoOpbIi YeJIoBeK, — YIIbIOasiCh CBETIIO, 3arOBOPIIIA TEM BPEMEHEM XO3s1Ka. —
Bgek He 3a0ynem mbl 100poTh TBoei. U 3a mogapouek cniacu6o. .. [Tosery 51 ero MulnieHbKe Ha 11eto
Ha raiTaH4YMKe, a MOJIPACTET, TaK Ha MaJbYMKe HOCUTD CTaHET, KaK MOJIOKEeHO. AJIM Tak — B CYH/IyYOK
TIOJIOXKY, a KaK B BO3PACT BOMJIET — U OTAAM. ..

Bacummii npoctusicst ¢ 6eIHBIM CEMEWCTBOM U OTIIPABUJICA B Iy Thb. JJoMalltHue yX BEpHO C yMa
CXOIMJTH, TIOCYMTAB MPOMABIIMM, HABEKM CTUHYBIIMM. BO3Ka Ha yCIOBJIEHHOM MecTe, KOHEUHO, He
ObLI0, uTO Hemasio Bacumus paccepnuino: «Pa3 X03sMH TpUKa3al KJaTh, TaK MEP3HU XOTb CYTKU
HAarpoJeT, a ero goxauch! OX, u nocranercs Uruary! [laii ToibKo 10 1oMy qoOpathes!»

[len Bacunuii nenikom, BAIXaJT MOPO3HBIH BO3/IyX M BCE HE BHIXOAMIIA y HETO U3 FOJIOBBI Kpa-
CaBUIIA-MYXHYKa. YTO-TO MPOCHYJIOCH B AyIlle Y HEMOJIOAOro OOsipuHa, IeMsiiee, HeXKHOe, TeTIoe.
BcnomuHam oH miaBHbIe M3ruObl 0adbero Tesa, NyOOKKe, YUCThIe I71a3a ee MO/ I'YCTHIMUA PECHUTIAMH,
Y CepAle CAJIKO 3aMUPATIO OT ITUX JIYM.

Msuoro 6ab nepeBuaan Ha cBoeM Beky Bacmmil. 1o I0HOCTH CTOJNIBKUX CITY’KaHOK MOMOPTHII,
YTO J1ake Ha OaTIONKUHY OpaHb HapBasicst. OKEeHWIH ero paHo, Oosvch — 3abanyercs. OTeln ¢ Mate-
PbIO CYNpyYTy BBIOMpPaiy, ¥ BEIOpaIH Ha ClaBy — M Oorara, ¥ poAa craporo, 1 codoi xoporma. Jla BOT
TOJIBKO He MpHiuiack oHa Bacummio o cepmiry. CKOJBKO TOOB € TeX MOP MPOIILIO, a 10 CHX TOp
KUBYT, Kak BOIOT. U He ¢ uero Bpone — MomuasimBa Mapda, MokopHa, 1a X0JI0JHee COCYIbKU. 3a
BBICOKOMepHe He pa3 OuBai ee Bacunmii. Y 3Hana BeJp ropassuka, uTo Xyao MpUAeTcs, a BCe PaBHO,
HET-HeT, Ja ¥ JIOBWI Ha ceOe Bacuimii XONoIHbIN B3MIIsI, sICHEe BCSAKKX CJIOB TOBOpUBIIHiA: «Ha Moun
JEHBI'U €CTh, INTh, A4 TYJISTh U3BOJIUIIb, Cyaapb!"»

B kakoii-To crerenu 310 ObUT0 Mpapaon. OnHako Bacummii v cam MPUIIOKUIT HeMasible YCHITUS
K TOMY, 4TOOBI ’K€HWHO OOraTCTBO HE TOJIBKO COXPAHWJIOCh, HO U CYIIECTBEHHO MPEYMHOXHUIIOCH.
OtToro GOsIpUH 3/TMJICS HA KEHY CBOIO TOJIKO CHJIbHEE.

ITo mononoctu rynuBan Bacuiuii 1 Bes KU3Hb Becenylo, XMeJieM NojHyo. M3-3a XonogHocTi
CYNpYTH CBOEH He IpeHeOperast OH JKEeHCKOIO JIACKOIO, U yMeJl IeHUTb ee. OTHaKO B TIOCTIeAHee BpeMs
YyBCTBOBaJI Bacummii, 4To cTaHOBUTCS cTap it NONoOHBIX Becenuit. IIlymMHbIe MOMONKY OCTaUCh B
MPOIIUIOM, M YK He IOMHMJI OH, KOT/Ia B TTOCJIEIHUI pa3 HOYEBAN y BECEJION BAOBYIIKH.

Terneps ke TOUHO MOJTHUS TpormoOia ero. Tak 3aXoTenock BAPYT HEMOJIOIOMY OOSIPHHY JIACKH
1a JIIOOBH, YTO XOTh BOJIKOM BOW. OH mpeacTaBuil ceOst B OOBATHSIX KPACABUIIBI-XO3AUKY, U CEPALIe
TMOJICKOYMJIO B TPYOM M 3aCThUIO B TPEIBKYIIEHHM pafocTH. Bacummio maxke He ObUIO XOJOHHO,
HECMOTPSI Ha TO, YTO MOPO3el] ObUT HEIITy TOYHBIH.

OpHako Bckope Bacwmmit Obu1 yxke noma. [1oToM OH yaMBISICS TOMY, YTO HE CMOT HAWTH
J0pory B TeMHOTE. [IHeM 3TO OKa3anoch Cenarh Mpollie MPOCTOro.
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JlomaliHye BCTPETHIU €r0 paJloCTHO, HO BMECTE C TEM M HACTOPOKEHHO — 3HAJIM CTPALIHBIN
XO3AWCKUH THEB U O0sUCh ero. UTo, KCTaTh ckas3arh, ObUIO BOBCE HE HAITPACHO.

Boiins B cenu, Bacuuii 36I9HBIM TOJIOCOM KPUKHYJI CIIyTy. Yepe3 MrHoBeHUe BO3JIe HETO CTOSLT
yxe nepernyrannsiii [Ipoxop. [Tomorasi Xo3siuHy pa3neTsbcesi, OH He TiepecTaBa Jernerars: «CiaBa tede
l'ocniopu! 7KuB 1 310poB Haill X0351H ! »

— Hy, 4to Tl 3anpuunTa, Kak riaymnas 6ada? — He Bbiaepxkain Bacunmii. — KaOwl s1 u1 BipaBay
BEPWJI B TO, UTO BHI 110 MHE ropeBayiu! A TO Bellb 3HaIO 51, 0TYero Boellb! bonibes, uTo cepuars Oymy
Ha Wruara u tebe 3a00H0 gocTaHercs !

— He u3BOsb Ha Hero rHeBarhbCes, Oatiommka! — 3ackymut [Ipoxop. — IrHaT-To U caM JIMIIb TOf
yTPO SIBWICS, Aa BECh POMEP3LINIA, OOMOPOXEHHbIH !

— He 1BOE COOaube fesno pemars, Ha KOrO MHE THEBaThCs, a KOTO MUJIOBATh! — psiBKHY.T Bacu-
JIMA M TSOKEJIOW TIOCTYTIBIO HAampaBWiics K cebe B orovnBaibHO. He Ha myTKy ucnyranssiil [Ipoxop
CJIEIOBAJI 32 HUM.

— A 4ro xo3siiKka joMa? — cripocuit Bacuuid.

— Vexamiu, — pooko otBetu [Tpoxop.

— Kyna? — BoBce yx ocepuan Bacuuid.

— Toro He Bepaio, — ocropoxHo oTBeTH1 [Ipoxop, u 1o ero rosyocy noHs1 Bacunmii, uto Bce
OH MPEKPACHO 3HAET, TOJIBLKO MOJIBUTb OOUTCS.

— Tot MHe 31ech He 1ou! — psABKHY! Bacunuii. — A He To 51 Te0s BMecTe ¢ IrHaToM Hakaszath
npukaxy! Hy-ka, ckaspiBaii, Kyga OOsIpbIHS yexaTh U3BOJIHIA.

[Tpoxop Bech cxacs, Kak OyATO YBUIEB BOOUHUIO KAPTUHY KECTOKOM HaJl COOOM PacCIpaBhl.

— K nouepu oHa noexasia, — HaKOHE1] BbIIABIJI OH.

— IMouTo xe oHa MeHs He ok aanack? — yauBwics Bacumumid.

Panee Mapda onHa k Hacre He e3quiia u, BooO1e, ObiBajia y Hee TOBOJIBHO PEJKO, B OCHOBHOM
— Ha CBSITbIE MTPA3IHUKU.

— HeyxTto ona 006 Moe#l yuacT coBceM He Oecriokomiach?!

HeyxTo Bce paBHO e, )KUB s WJIK HETY MeHs1 OoJie Ha cBete Oesiom! — cepauto npousHec Bacu-
7mi, 6oniee pa3roBapuBasi caM ¢ COOOM, Hexenr oOpamasich K ciyre. — AJIM TOCTIEInIa OHA BCEM
pacckaszaTb, YTO CTUHYJI 517

— He u3BobTe Ha OOSApBIHIO THeBaThCsA! — BHOBB 3acKynmwi [Ipoxop. — Jlousb Barma poxaer.
BecroBoro cerogHs yrpoM npucianu!

— Bon oHo uTo! — Bckpryas Bacumii. — J1a 4To K Tl MO CHIO TIOPY O TOM MOJTYau1! — HAKUHYJICS
OH Ha CIIyTYy.

ToT mo3eneHen OoT cTpaxa M MOCHEN IOPKHYTh B JaJIbHUIA YroJl — X031MH ObIBaJI KPYT, pac-
MPABJISASICh CO CIIyTaMM.

— Jla, nagHO He GOMCh, — yke Msrde mpousHec Bacumuii. — [Tpukaxu Urnary 3anpsrars. Ceityac
nepeoieHych 5 1 Toxke Kk Hacre noeny.

[Tpoxop nocrnemmn ynanutecsi. BIOronky eMy MoHecj0Ch:

— Ha nmepenait Urnary, yro HeObIBajio moBe3no emy ceroansi! Ecim 6 ne Hacrachsi, T0 51 6 ¢
HEro IIKYpy CITyCTHII!
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I'JIABA 2

3arb Bacunmms, 6osipckmii coin Ctenas, xui y camoro Kpemiisi, B IpocTOpHOM Tepeme, BHICTPO-
€HHOM Ha JieHbru Bacmmis. To OblT cBageOHbIN ero Mogapok JI0OUMOH JOUYEpH.

3ars Bacunmii HenomoOIMBasl 3a M3JHUIIHIO MATKOCTh €r0 XapakTepa, 3a TO, YTO ObLT OH
CJIMIIIKOM THX Aa poOok. [a yx GonpHO mobun Bacummii cBolo 104k, @ TOTOMY HE CTajl MEepPeduTh,
KOTJa MpU3HaJlach OHa B TOM, 4TO nocBaTaBiuiics Crenas o0 eil.

Korna xe crano scHo, uyto Hacra Tsxena, Bacunmii ctasl MHOTO JIydlllie OTHOCUTBCS K 3ATIO.
Pasmpiiuis npo cebdst, 9to Oyab OH XOTh TaTAPUHOM, IJIaBHOE, YTOOBI JOUSHbKA CUaCT/IMBA ObLIa J1a
BHYKa 3/I0pOBOTO POXJIA EMY.

U Bot vac Hacran. B cBemioi nanate 3actai Bacunmii xeHy cBoo Mapdy. Ta cuzena Ha n1aBke
B YIOJIKe M HEOTPHIBHO CMOTpeJia B OKHO. BosHeHue ee BblIaBav JMIIIb Oelible XOJIeHble, MHOTMU
NEPCTHAMM YKPALIEHHBIE PYKH, HE NIEPECTABABIINE TUCKATh U MATh BBHIIUIMTHIN TUIATOYEK.

VYenpimas maru, Mapga orBopotriiack ot okHa. Ho He 1porHysio mio, H1 nevaiu, Hu pajocTu
He OTPa3UJIOCh Ha HEM TP BUJIE MyXka, OecclieIHO CTMHYBIIEro HakaHyHe. «Jleplika npokJisras ! » —
nogymali npo ceds Bacunmii, HO Beyx Toro He ckaszai. He mecTo na u He Bpemsi ObUIO JKeHY YYUTh
MOYTEHMIO.

— Hy, 4t0 Tam? — BMECTO 3TOr0 CIIPOCHUJI OH.

— He 3nawo, — orBetma Mapga. — Ho uto-to, Bunarh, Henaguo... OHa Benb, OEIHSIKKA, CO
BUEPAILIHETO BEYepa My4daeTcs. . .

— Oruero xe cpasy He Mo3Bajn? — BOMYTWIICS OblIo Bacummii.

— Jlymasu, 4To Kak OIpoCTaeTcs, Tak YK U MO30BYT, — OXJIa[ljIa ero THEB KeHa. — A OHa BOH,
HUKAK !

W Bapyr yBunen Bacuimii, kKak 1o miekam keHsl ero nooexanu ciesbl. OTpoasich He BUIET
Bacunmii, uto6s1 Mapda mnakana. Bee oOuapl 11 jaxke modou cHOCHIIa OHA MOJT4a, C JISJSTHBIM CIIO-
koiictBueM. MHoraa ka3zanock Bacuimio, 4To MjiakaTh €ro skeHa BOBCE HE YMEET, OTTOTO pacTepsiics
6osipuH coBepieHHO. Hano 0b110 6 cka3arh 6abe 4To-HUOY/Ab JJACKOBOE, Aa UTO?

— Hy, 4ero cnesbI-To Jbelb? — HaKOHeN oOpaTuiicst OH K Mapde, crapasich He IIIIeTh Ha ee
MOKpacHEBLINE OT CJIe3 IJla3a.

— Uyer moe cepatie, CIIy9uTCsl 4TO-TO Hegoopoe!

— Ipukycn s3bik, rynas 6ada! — BockimkHyn Bacummii. — Wi yero ymymana! C vero sato
HeoOpomy-To cinydatbes? Jlekaps-To K Hel 3Banu?

— 3Basu, camMoro Jy4IIero ChICKaH. . .

— Hy u 4ro oH roBopur?

— Cka3sbIBaeT, UTO JIOYKa Hallla POCTOUYKOM HE BBIIIIA, KOCTOYKHM Y HEM TOHKME A Y3€HbKHUE, a
pebeHOK KpyIHbIA. OTTOro OHa U Pa3poOIUTHCS TaK JOJTO HE MOXKET.

Mapda cHOBa Hauasia BCXJIMITBIBATh U BBITUPATh CJIE3bI BBIIUTHIM TUIATOYKOM. Bacuiuii B 3Ty
MIOpY MOHS, YTO CJIe3bl )KEHUHBI e11ie OoJiee 37T ero, YeM U3BEYHOE €€ MOITYaHHE.

— A CrenaH rge? — CIpoOCHJI OH.

— Bosne onounBaneau. Hu Ha mar ortyna He otxoauT. Co BYepalHero Beuepa ceOst U3BOIUT!

— Hy, 310 oH 3psi! — OypkHyn Bacunmii. — Korga Myxuk B 6abbi fesia BCTpeBaTh HAYMHAET —
HUYEro XOPOILEro U3 TOro He BHIXOMT!

— Taxk mo6ut Beb oH HacteHbky, — TMXO mpousHecia Mapda. — Bor 1 Mmecra cebe He HaXOIHT.
ThI-TO, KOHEUHO, IOHSATH TOTO HE MOJKEIIIb. .. — TOPBKO JI00aBIJIa OHA.

— [Nonpuaepxwu s13bIK, Tiynas 6ada! — BOCKJIMKHYN Bacummii. — A To Befib s1 HE IIOCMOTPIO, 4TO
MBI B UY’KOM JIOM€, Hayuy TeOs1, Kak C MyXeM pa3roBapHBaTh HaJOOHO!

Mapda npomonyana. Ha nune ee BHOBb 3aCTbUIO BBIPAXKEHUE MOJIHOTO Oe3pa3inyusl.
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[Norexnu TsxKME MUHYTHI OkUJaHus. Bpems or Bpemenn Mapda HaunHasa 1iakarh, HO, TTOH-
MaB I'pO3HBIN B3MJIsiA Bacuus, Opana cebs1 B pyKu 1 000paunBaiach K OKHY, 0 Pe3H B Ia3ax BIVIs-
ObIBasiCh B OCJIBIH IyX CHEXHBIX 3aBajIOB. [leHb ObLT COTHEUHBIH, U SIPKUE JIyIH 3aCTABIISUTN PacChl-
narbcst CyrpoObl 6eCCYETHHIM MHOKECTBOM TePeSTMBUATBIX UCKP.

HeszameTHO mogkpaivich CyMepKH, paccTelMB CHHHME TeHHU, MPEBpaTHB CyrpoObl B mogodue
MpaYHBIX Pa3pPYIIEHHBIX TEPEMOB.

Brpyr Ha necTHMIlE MOC/TBIIATKACH HETBEpABIE Iard. B manary, marasch, CJIOBHO repedpas
XxMeJtbHOTrO0, Bomies Crenad. Ero oObdHO yapi0urBOE, JOOPOAYIITHOE JIUIIO, OBLIO HAa Cel pa3 MpavHoO,
1 Bacunuii 3aCTbl1 B IpeJ4yBCTBUM 1yPHOM BECTH.

— Kak Hacta?! — kunynace k Hemy Mapda.

Crenan Momyas, HeBUASAIIMMH I71a3aMHU I/ HA TOPSIIIME HAa CTOJIE CBEUH.

— Hy uTo %e Tbl MOMTUUIIIb? — MPOOJIKaAIa JONBIThIBaThcsl Mapda. — YUto ¢ Moeii qouyeppio?

CrenaH TPUCIOHWICS CITUHOM K CTEHE W, Kak-TO OOMSIKHYB BCEM TEJIOM, CKa3asl IIIyXUM,
Yy;KHM TOJIOCOM:

— Her y Bac 6osbine gouepu!

IMocne storo CtenaH CIon3 Mo CTeHe M, 3aKPbIB JIMLIO PyKaMH, 3arjIakai — [IyX0, CTPAIIHO. . .

He cpasy nonsut Bacumuii cnoBa 3at1s1. 3aTo Korjaa MOHsUT OOSpHH, YTO MPOU3OILIO, TaKas
MYCTOTa OTKPBLUIACH B €r0 CEpALIe, TaKast ocTpasi O0JIb MPOH3MIIA €0, YTO 3aCTOHAI Bacunmii B rosioc.

CroH 3TOT Ccpa3y ke noaxparuiaa Mapda, 3apbliaB Tak, Kak Ia4yT TOJIBKO MO MMOKOWHUKY.

— Kak ke sto! — noackouns k CrenaHy ¥ cXBaTUB €r0 3a I'PYIKH, Bckpudai Bacummid. — Yto
TBI CHIEJIAN C A0Yepbio Moei !

Crenan mommuan. Kazasoce, 4to HauHU ero ceituac Bacuimmii OMTh cMEpTHBIM G0eM, TMoXkenan
ALY U3 HEro BHITPSIXHYTb — OH Obl ¥ PYKH HE MOIHSLI.

— Ornycru ero, Bacunmii! — 3akpuyana Mapda. — OH-To TeGe uem BUHOBAT?

— 4 emy noub cBoto noBepuii! A oH He yOeper!

— Tak 10 ) He ero BuHa! Ha Bce Bosist Boxbst! OH aai, oH 1 B3sJ1! — pbljiasi B rojioc, MbiTanach
yTUXOMUPUTH Myxka Mapda.

OpHako Bce ee MONBITKY ObUTH TIIETHHL. SIpocTh ocienuia Bacumus u oH, MOXET ObITh, YOI
ob1 Ctenana, eciiv Obl TIOIOCTICBIIIUE CITYTH HE PA3HSIIN HX.

Korma 00a onu crnenu Ha JlaBke — Bacvnmii, 37100HO HOISIABIBAOIINN Ha 31T, U CTenad, ¢ TeM
ke, UTO ¥ TIPeXk/Ie OTPEHICHHBIM BhIPAKEHUEM JIMIA, B TIAJIATy BOIIEN Jiekapb. Bhul OH HEMOJIOIbIM
YeJIOBEKOM, POCTa MaJIEHBKOTO M COOOU HECKJIaJIeH.

JIuib TONBKO IM1a3a ObLIM XOPOIIA — YM CBETHJICS B HUX U TPYCTh, M KaJIOCTh KO BCEM CTpa-
JAIOIIMM Ha 9TOU 3emJIe.

— 41 BuKy, 4TO NevasbHask BECTh yKe JIONUIA /IO Bac, — CKa3asl JieKapb, OIJIsAeB COOPABIIMXCS,
Y MTHOBEHHO CMEKHYB, UTO K YeMy.

— HeyxTo Henmb3s 6b10 cniactu Hanry HacteHnbky?! — BocksimkHy1a Mapda v cHOBa 3ariiakana.

— HukTo y) He Mor eii TOMOYb, — OTBETCTBOBAJI JIeKaphb, OMACIMBO MOIJIsAAbIBAsA Ha Bacmms,
YbU TJIa3a BHOBb 3aCBETHJINCH SIPOCThI0. — OJIHAKO, XOTh TOpe Ballle Oe3MepHO, JOJKHBI Bbl HAWUTU
yTellleHUe BO BHYUKE Ballleil.

JlOroBOpHTH JIEKaph HE yCIIe.

— Buyuka! — Bo3omuia Mapda. — I'ne x ona! Yro x b1, CTenan, He ckazal, 4To peOeHOUeK
KUB?

— He B payiocth MHe 3TOT pedeHoK, — mpodopmotan Cremnan. — Uto MHe B Heid, kou HacteHbKH
6ore HeT Ha cBere? Kak cMory oOUTh 51 109b, BCETIa MaMsATYysI, YTO CTajia OHA MPUYUHOI0 rHOeu
MaTepu cBoei?

— Yro ThI roBOpHUIlL Takoe, Ctenan?! — BodmyTtmiach Mapda. — 1o k J104Yb TBOSI POJIHAs, KaK
e Thl MOXeIIlb He JIIOOUTH ee?
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— A s HUKOTO M HUYEro He cMory Oosiee moOuTh, — ckazan CTenaH 1 BHOBb 3aMOJTYall, TTOrpy-
3UBIIKChH B MyYUHY CBOETO OE3bICXOHOTO TOps.

— OmnaTh IeBYOHKA, — TpoOopMoTan Bacummid, cieys 3a )eHO cBOel HaBepX. — BuHo, po-
KJIAT HAIll POJ, KOJIM He MOKeM MBI OoJiee MPOU3BECTH Ha CBET OOKHIA CHIHOBEH !

[Tpoxonss MUMO OMOYMBaIbHY, Bacuinil MOYyBCTBOBAT HEU3BSICHUMBINA CTpax. 3/1€Ch My4H-
Jach ¥ yMHUpasa ero Jio4b, ero KpOBUHOUKA, Ta, KOTOPYIO JOOWI OH Oonee Bcero Ha cere. OHa,
BEPHO, U ceifuac JICKUT TaM XOJIOIHAsl, HeIBWKMMAs U KO BceMy OTHBbIHE Oe3ydactHas. U 310 ero
Hacrenbka, koTopasi ¢ aercTBa ObUla HEMOCEHIOW M XOXOTYIIKOM, KOTOpasi TaK JIOOW/IA BECelbe U
LTyMHbIE [TPa3IHUKHA!

Mapdy, TOIKHO OBITh, TOCETHIN MOX0XkKe MbIciu. 1o cityxa Bacummsi noHecnuch ee mpurity-
IIIEHHbIC BCXJIUTIHIBAHUS.

Hepaneko ot onmounBajibHu Oblila HeOObIIAs cBeTeNKa, rae Hacrs, moka Oblia Tskesa, 3aHu-
Masiach pykoaenveM. Tyaa-To U mepeHecIn HOBOPOKICHHYIO.

Cryru, moOUBITIFE CBOMX XO35€B 32 UX JOOPBIN HPaB, 3a TO, YTO OBLIN OHU BCET/IA JIACKOBBI U K
HUM U, TEM Tave, Ipyr K APYTY, YCHEIH MOXJIONOTATh U MOPYYUTh MJIAJIeHIIa JOPOJHOW KOPMUJIUIIE,
KOTOpasi U iepKaJia Terepb y rpyau CIOKOMHO CISIIEro pedeHkKa.

Mapda Ha HBIIOUKax MoAoNUIa K KOPMIJIHILIE U B3sla BHYUKY Ha pyku. OHa rpojomkana ria-
KaTh, HO CTapaJiach JIeJIaTh 9TO KaK MOKHO THIIIE, YTOOBI, He Jai Oor, He pa30ynuTh peOeHKa.

Bacummit nogorien noGnvke, BHUMATEIBbHO OIVIsi/ieNl BHYYKY UM BHOBb OTOIeN. MaieHbKHX
JeTel OH He OO, He 3Hasl, YTO C HUMH JIeJIaTh, Kak oOpammarscsi. OH curTall BO3HIO C MJIaICHIIAMHU
JEJIOM TSl MY)KYMH HEAOCTOMHBIM U BCEr/a C MPe3peHreM OTHOCHUJICS K 0a0bUM CIOCIOKaHBbSIM Hajl
JIIOJIBKOM.

Tak u B 310T pa3. KpacHonuiiasi KypHocasi JeBoUYKa He Mpou3Besia Ha Hero BrieyarieHus. OH He
MOYYBCTBOBAJ IIEMSIIIIEH HEXKHOCTU B TPYAU, OT MBICITH, YTO 9TO €ro eJMHCTBEHHAsI BHYUKa, TIOCIIe]]-
HUI Jap ropsvo JoonMoii fouepu. Tak ke THX0, Kak U Bolen, Bacuinii TOKWHYJ CBETEJIKY, OCTABHB
Mapdy onHy HaeIMHe C ee TOPeM U PaIOCThIO.

CryctuBIIMCh OOPATHO B MANaTy, TJie MPOIILTH JIOJITHe, TATOCTHBIE Yachl OKUIAHMUsI, OH HAIIe
€€ COBEpPILEHHO ITyCTOil.

BuesarHo Bacuimii mouyBCTBOBAJI TaKOE KeJIaHME HATMTHCS, YTO MO3BAJI CIYTY U MpUKa3al
TOMY TOJATh 3€JIEHOTO BUHA, J]a 3aKyCKHU.

— A e Bce? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH Y pacToporiHoro ciyru. — [ne nekapes? e Crenan?

— Jlekapp yexai, — OTBETHJI paCTOPOITHBIH CIIyTa, — a TOCHOMH, He 3HAIO IJe.

— Cpiliin MHE ero, — MpuKasaji Bacunuii, — Aa HaKpoUl B Tparne3HoM Ha IBOMX.

[NepeOpaBiuck B Tpane3nyio, Bacunmii cran HanMBaThes, OHY 32 OIHOM OMPOKU/IBIBASI BHYTPb
ce0s1 CTONKM C BOIKoW. K TOMy MOMEHTY, Kak B Tpare3Hylo, TOKauMBasich, Bouien CrenaH, OOsprH
ObLT YK XMEJIeH.

— Cajuce, — yKasajl OH 34TIO Ha JIaBKy MpoTHB ce0s1. — [ToMsiHeM J0Yb MO0 JTIOOMMYIO, YTO0
Ha TOM cBeTe ObUIO AYIIEHBbKE ee JIETKO!

Crenan nodneHen, Kak nmojaotHo. Kazanock, OH BOT-BOT BHOBb 3a0beTcsl B phiianusx. Ho cio-
KMJT M TIOCITYILIHO TIPUCEST HA Kpail JJaBKH.

— CnoBHO He y ceds1 B IOMY, — IPe3pUTEIbHO YeMexHyJIcst Bacuuii. OH HarOIHIIT CBOIO CTOMIKY
u cronky CrtemnaHa JJo KpaeB U MpUKa3a:

— Ieii!

— He xouy 1... — ycrano orsetus CrenaH.

— A 4yepe3 Hexouy!

CremnaH MOKOCUJICS HAa CTOIIKY, MTOTOM, CJIOBHO C TPYAOM, OTOPBAJI €€ OT CTOJa U JIMXO OIpo-
KHMHYJI B POT.

M Mommua. Crblascs JUITb 3BOH OCYABI 14 XPYCT COJIEHBIX OT'YPIIOB.
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K tomy momenTy, korna Mapda, BAOBOJIb HATIAKABIIMCH M HACMOTPEBIINCH HA BHYUKY, CITy-
crunach BHU3, 1 CtenaH, 1 Bacunmii ObUTH yXe HACTOJIBKO IbSTHBL, YTO C TPYAOM NOHUMAJIH, T/I€ OHU
HAXOMATCS.

Mapda Hudero He ckazana, JIMIIb OPE3rTUBO MOIKaa TyObl.

— Yo nmsanmibes, riynas 6ada? — 3aruieTaommMcst I3bIKOM BHIroBopri1 Bacumi.

— Jlomoli moeziem, ajnu 3/1ech HOYeBaTh OcTaHeMcs? — cyxo Bornpocuia Mapda.

— Uro Tebe OT MeHS HY)KHO? — COBEpIIEHHO YK€ HUYero He MOHMMasi, pOoAoJIKall HaraaTh
Ha xeHy Bacumid.

Mapda, NoHSIB, YTO BCSIKMI Pa3rOBOP C MYKEM HarlpaceH, MOBEPHYJIAch U, CCYTYJIUB TUIEYH,
HarpaBuIach K BhIXOMy. Benen eii moHecnach HemoTpeOHast pyraHb.
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I'JIABA 3

Amnacracuio BacuiibeBHy, 104b OOSIpCKYIO, ITpeaaty 3emiie yepe3 Tpu IHsA. [ToxopoHsl mopa-
’KaJI TOM e MBIIIHOCTBIO, KaK KOIja-To KpecTHHbl Kpoiku Hactu.

Bacunuii Bce Tpu JHS 3aJIMBaJl TOpEe BUHOM, a OTTOTO, KaKeTcsl, M He MIOHMMAJI JI0 KOHILIA, YTO
XOPOHST €ro JJ0ub. BblT OH XMEIbHBIM, 3710 KOCUJICS Ha 34T, KOTOPOIr'o ¢ HOBOIO CUJIOI0 HavaJl JI0TO
HEHaBU[ETh.

Mapda, 3akamMeHeBlIasi B CBOEM IOpe, CTOslJla HaJl pa3BepCcTOM MOTWJION, Kak cama CKOpOb
BoruomeHHas. Hu joma, korga codupanu ee eJMHCTBEHHYIO 10Yb B TIOCJAEAHUIN MyTh, HU HA KJa[-
Ouilie, Korja oIycKajau JOMOBUHY B MOTMIIy, HU MO3X€e, BO BPeMsl IOMUHAJIBHOI Tparesbl, He Ipo-
POHMJIA OHA HU CJIe3uHKH. Jloou, He MOHMMAIOIIKE, YTO MOITYaINBOEe rope Kyaa Ooiee ocTpo, 4YeM
TO, KOTOpOe 03 KOHIIa OMBIBAETCSI CJIe3aMH, TUBUJIMCH YEPCTBOCTH MaTepy MOKOMHOM.

Ho Bce couyscrBOoBasn Crenany. OH, Ka3anock, uimuics pasyMma. ['ope nogkocuino ero. Eme
HECKOJIBKO JHel Ha3a CTernaH ObLT BECeNIbIM, YIbIOUYMBBIM YEIOBEKOM, BIIIOOJIEHHBIM B CBOIO Kpaca-
BULY-)KEHY U C HETEPIIEHUEM OXUAAIOLIMM IOIOJIHEHUSA B JPYKHOU CBOEU CEMbE. 3a TPOE CYTOK,
MPOLLIEIINX CO BpEMEHH KOHUMHBI AHACTaCHH, OH COBEPILIEHHO NepeMeHuIcs. Tenepb OH BHINIAET
IIOYTH YTO CTAapUKOM. 3a ofHy HOoub CTenaH noceel, ¥ €ro JIMLO, HE BhIpakkaBllee HUYEro, KpOMe
ropsi, CllocCOOHO OBLIO HAIyraTh KOTO YTOJHO.

Korpa xe mpumuia nopa omyckars rpod B Moruity, CremnaH, CTOSIBIIMI /IO TOTO BPeMEHH B
KaKOM-TO TYIIOM OIIeNIeHEHHUH, 3aBbLI B TOJIOC U C IMKUM, HEYEIOBEUYECKUM KPUKOM, KMHYJICS Ha Ipoo.

Ero orrammmim, XoTs1 OH BBIPBIBAJICS U BCE MBITAJICA CIPBITHYTh B pa3Bepcryio Morwmity. Hapon
’KAJIOCTIIMBO OXaJI M JKaJiesl HecqacTHOro. [Toka MOTHTy 3aKu/IbIBaJI 3eMJIel, 00e3yMEBIIIErO OT ropsi
Crenana gep:xaiy IBOE I0KHUX MOJIOALIOB.

Her 3Byka Tock/iMBee U Oe3bICXOAHEE, YEM Yapbl KOMbEB 3€MJIM O KPBIIIKY MOI'MJIbL. DTOM
CTPAILIHOM, TOC/IE/IHeN MY3bIKU HE CIIBIIIUT YK YCOIIINI — PBET OHA CEp/LIEe OCTABIIMMCS Ha I'PELTHON
9TOU 3EMIIE. ..

Morwty 3akuaanu 3emiieil. Bckope HaJj Heil BRIpOC HEBBICOKMIA XOIMUK U3 IPOMEp3LLIEi 3eMIIH,
B KOTOPBII BPbLIM KOBAaHbI YyTYHHBIN KPECT.

INomuHanpHas Tpamnesa 3aTsHynach gonosaHa. Hapon Bee men u mesn. Jlioau paccakvBaIyuch
3a CTOJIbl, OTKYILMBAJIH 110 TPU JIOKKH KyTbH U CO CKOPOHBIMHU JIMLIAMU IIPUHUMAJIMCh 32 OCTAJIbHBIE
NIOMUHAJIbHbIE OJTI0/1a, BpeMsl OT BPEMEHH MOJHUMAs CTONKH C 3€JIeHBIM BUHOM — Ha IMIOMUH AYIIH
YCOITILIEH.

Crenan Huuero He e, He 1. OH caMm ObUT MOX0X Ha MepTBEId, HACTOJIBKO OJIeTHO OBLIIO ero
JIMIO, ¥ JIMIIB 171432 €r0 CBETHIIMCh HEUCTPEOMMON TOCKOM.

Jlionu paszonumck No3qHUM BeuepoM. Mapda, KoMaHJ0BaBIlasi CIyraMy BO BpeMsl IOMHHOK,
HACTOJIBKO BBIMOTAJIach, YTO pellnjia HOYeBaTh B JIoMe 3ATs. Bacummio O6pUI0 Bce paBHO — OH ObLT
HENOTPEOHO TbsTH U TO U JIEJI0 KJIEBAJI HOCOM.

Cnyru poBenu Bacwiusa o 10ka, 1 BCKOPE OH YK€ CHAJl MEPTBBIM CHOM, OIVlallasi BECh
TEpeM CBHpEIbIM XparnioM. YcraBmas Mapda Hamia cebe THXOe MPUCTAHUIIE B MAICHBKOH YIOTHON
KaMOpKe U 00eCCUJIEHO OIyCTUJIACh HA Y3KYIO ITOCTEb.

Hecmotps Ha ycranocts, coH He 1mes k Mapde. Ilepen ee MbICIEeHHBIM B30pOM IPOIILIa BCS
’KU3Hb, B KOTOPOH OBLJIO TaK MaJIo PafocTell U TAK MHOTO Nevasy U ciie3. HemoOuMeIil rpyOblii Myx,
KOTOPOTO OHa MoOanBajIach, HO ObUIA CIMIIKOM ropia, 4ToObl MOKa3aTh CBOIO cladocTh. Hukorma
He ObUI C Hell JIACKOB CYNPYT, HU pa3y He Ipuiackai oT ayuM. 3Hana Mapda — He moba oHa emy,
12 ¥ He cTapajiack MUJIOH ObITh. OHa MpeKpacHo 3Hazna o ToM, 4To Bacuimii He yypaeTcsl IIyMHBIX
3aCTOJIMI U JIOTa/IbIBAIaCch O TOM, YTO KPOME Hee OH pa3JiesisieT JIOKE ellle CO MHOTMMU JKEHILIUHAMM.
1o MOI0DOCTH 3TO NEYATNIIO JKEHILMHY, HO TOTOM CBBIKJIACh OHA U C 9TUM, Jake pajia CTaja — MycTh
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ceOe MAeT MOCTHUIbINA, KyJa QyIle ero YrofHo, JIUMIb Obl OCTABWJI B MOKOE, HE MO3OJIWI I71a3a, He
MIPUHYXK AT JOJT CYNPYKECKUI UCTIONHSATB !

CogceM ObI TOIHO Mape npriuioch B XOJIOQHOM MYKHHHOM foMe. He Tonbko Bacummii, HO
Jaxe ¥ CIyTY HeB3MoOWIn ee 3a Bhicokomepue. Jla uto oHa Moruia nogesats? He ot ropmoctu Obiia
OHA XOJIOJJHA U HENPUBETIMBA, a OT poOOCTH OfHOM. Tak M Kuiia, HEMOHSATAsl, OIMHOKAs, TTOKa He
ponuia qovb — CBOIO HeHarmsiaHyo Hactensky. Bee Teruio, Beio cBoo mo60Bb oTaasia Mapda kpoiike
nouepu. TOJIBKO JIMIIL pay Hee Kujla OHa Ha OeJloM CBeTe.

Hacrs noapacrana, 1 Mapda ¢ yausieHreM MoHsIa, 4To Bacunuii, He nUTaBIIMiI paHee K
J0YepU HUKAKUX HEKHBIX UYBCTB, PUBS3AJICS K Hell Beell aymoil. OH nposonwi ¢ Hacreit nonrue
Yachl, TETEIIKas ee M paccKa3blBasi KaKMe-TO HeJleTble, UM K€ CaMUM MPUIyMaHHbIE CKA3KH.

7Ku3Hp Mesx1y TeM TekJia CBOMM yepeaoM. CeMHUIIbI CKIIaAbIBAIMCh B MeCALIa, Mecslla B Tojia.
Mapda 1 orIsIHy ThCSI He ycTiena, Kak 104b [OB3pociiesia v 3aHeBecTuIach. Hayamu npuesxarb cBaThl,
HO Mapda B ronoc kpuyana, 4yro Hacte paHo erie BHIXOOUTh 3aMYXK, UTO JUTE OHA HEPa3yMHOE U
TATOTHI CEMEHHOW JKU3HU CITUIIKOM OoJIbIIioe OpeMs 11 Hee. Bacumvii Morgat, HO B AyIiie, BUAUMO,
ObLJT C )KEHOIO COITIACeH, MOTOMY KaK HEM3MEHHO JIaBaJl cBaTaM OT BOPOT TMOBOPOT, TeM OoJiee uTo
cama Hacts o 3amyxecTBe M He TOMbIIUIsIA. baoBaHHas 104b, OHA HE CHEIIna B3pOCIeTh — el
HPaBWIUCH [IBETHI, KOTATA, JEBUYbY MOOATYIIIKHY, & BOBCE HE )EHUXH, UCITPABHO 3aChUIABIIIIE CBATOB
K OTILy.

[Tponwio eme kakoe-To BpeMs, 1 Mapda Havasia mpuMedarh, 4To ¢ I0UYEPbi0 TBOPUTCST UYTO-TO
HenagHoe. HacTs yacto Oblia nevasibHa M paccesiHHa, Ha BOMPOCH MaTepy OTBeYasia HEBIOMal, a B
AHTeJILCKUX KPOTKHX IJIa3axX ee 3aCThlIa Mevyab.

— Yrto c ToOOM JeeTcs, ToUeHbKa? — OMHAX/IbI, He BhIACPKaB, crpocuia Mapda.

— Huyero, mama, — orBetriia Hacts, notynus B30p.

OpHaxko ¢y1oBo 32a ¢ioBo Mapde yaanoch BhIBeJaTh Y J0Uepy TailHy. 3a0UIIOCh, OKa3bIBACTCH,
JOYEPUHO CepIIeUKO, CMyTUJI €ro BUIHBIA apeHb! Mapda, NOMHUBILAS O CBOEH HECKJIAIHOM CYIIpY-
JKECKOM KM3HU, W KeJaBIasi J0YepH CBOEH TOJIBKO CUACTHSI, CPa3y BCTaja Ha CTOPOHY JO0YEpU M
TOJIBKO O0JIErYeHHO MePeK pecTUIIach, y3HaB, 4YTo HactackrHa 000Bb — OOSIPCKMIA ChIH, XOTb U HE U3
Oorarbix, a He KaKoW-TO TaM CMep. DTO 3HAYWIIO, YTO Bacuunii He OyJeT CHIIbHO IPOTUBUTHLCS OpPaKy.

Mapda ynyunna MoMeHT U nioBeaia o HactuHoit moOBu cBoemy myky. [lonauany Bacumii
HE XOTeJI IaXe CIIBIIIaTh HUYero 0 MoJjofoM OOsipuHe, KOero Joub ero cama usbpaia. Kak korma-to
Mapda, oH He mepecTaBal TBepauTh, uTo Hacracks ere coBceM peOGeHOK M paHO ee U3 pPOAMMOro
JoMa OTAABaTh.

OpnHako, BU[Is, YTO JI0Yb OT Topsi PsSIMO-TaKHU TaeT Ha riia3ax, Bacuimii pemmi, 9to yemy ObITh
— TOTO HE MUHOBATb, M BCKOPE Y:Ke MPUHUMaJ cBaToB. [loToM mpuexait u cam 6osipckuii chiH CTenaH.

Bacummio Oymynmii 34Th He TPUIIISHYJCS cpasy. Bedepom Toro ske AHsI, pasropsueHHBIH
XMeJIbHBIM BUHOM, KOUM TIOTUEeBaJIM rocTeid, Bacuimii kpuyan Ha Bech TepeM, uTo CTenaH ero 1ouepu
HEPOBHSI, YTO CJIMIIIKOM OH MATKOTEN U ¢1ad, ¥ Ha MyKUKa-TO He MOXO0X!

Mapda MyXHUHBI M3TUSHAS caymana Momya. Cama oHa npuHsiia Ctenana cpasy, MogyMas,
YTO MMEHHO TaKOW MyX W HyxkeH ee jodepu. OH JlackoB U J00p, a To, uTto B HacTeHbKy BimoOIeH,
y HEro Ha JIMIe HAalMCaHO. A YTO MATOK, TaK TO TOJIBKO K JIy4IIIEMY — MOXKET, XOTb JIOUepH ee He
MIPUIETCS UCIIBITATh HA ceOe TSKECTh MYKHUHOTO KyJIaka.

Bacumii Bopyai ere 105ro, HO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, CMUPUJICS M Ha4asl TOTOBUTD CBab0y. Bee
XJIOTIOTHI OH B3sLJT Ha ce0s1, He JoBepuB X HU CTenaHy, HU ero 3axXyJaJol pojIHe.

CBaip0y Ty moMHMIM xutean MockBbl fonro. HeBecra Obuia Tak KpacuBa, YTO camble 3JIbIe
SI3BIKM HE CMOIJIA HMYETO CKa3aTh PO Hee MIoXoro. M xkeHuX, M HeBecTa ObUIM CYaCT/IMBBI, a TIOCTe
CBaIbOBI )KM3HB MX ObLTa CJIOBHO CIUIONTHOM MPa3/IHUK.

Mapda Thxo pagoBaiachk, s Ha c4acThe CBOer JouepH. Bacunuii, no-npexHemMy He IUTaB-
i kK CTernany ocoOo# JII0OBH, BCE ke CTal OTHOCUTCS K HeMy OoJjiee IPUSI3HEHHO, XOTsI TTPU Kaxk-
JOM yIOOHOM CITy4ae IPUHUMAJICS YUUTh €r0 TOMY, KaK HYXKHO KUTb /1a KaK C ’KEHOW YIPaBJIATHCS.
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CremnaH TepnearBO CHOCHII 3T JOKYWINBbIE Ha3UAHWsI, U JIMIIb IOTOM roBopui HacteHbke
CO B3/I0XOM, UTO CEpPAEYHO XKajeeT CBOIO Telly — KaK OHA 3a TAKUM MYXKEM KM3Hb MPOXKMIa?

Cynpba okazanachk xectoka. Tompko Mapda nopaoBaiack ToMy, 4TO CKOpo OyIeT y Hee HeHa-
[JISITHBIA BHYK WJIM BHYYKA, W )KU3Hb €€ CTaHeT KaKk HHMKOTa MOJHOM, Kak bor permi quimmrh ee
MOCJIE/IHUX B KU3HU PAJOCTEN.

Mapda TsKeno B3I0XHYIA U 3allIakaia THXO0, 0-0a0bu. Crie3bl, HaKOHeIl TPOPBaBIINE HEKYIO
HEBUAMMYIO ITPerpay, MOTEKJIM HECKOHYAEMBIM IIOTOKOM, TPUHOCS 00JIerYeHre U Kakoe-To IMofooue
nokost. TonbKo 1mojx yTpo 3a0bUTach HECYACTHAS KEHIIMHA TPEBOXKHBIM TSDKEJIBIM CHOM.

Opnnako Ha paccBetre Mapdy pa3Oyani UCTOIIHbIN )KEHCKHUIA BOIUIb, JOHOCUBIIMICS CO IBOpA.
Yepes HECKOILKO MIHOBEHUH B JIOMe HavaJICsl HACTOSIIME nepenonox. Mapda, He Ha IITyTKy BCTpe-
BOKEHHAs1, TIOCTICIITIMIIA OfIEThCS, PEIMB BBIUTU M y3HATh MPUYMHY IyMa. Koria oHa yxe Haripasisi-
J1ach K ABEpH, B HEe MOCTyYaIIH.

B xamopky BOeskasia OneiHas epermyraHHas CirykKaHKa.

— Bena, rocnoxa! — 3anpuunTana oHa, pa3MasbiBasi CJe3bl O JIUILY.

— TI'oBopu ToOsKOM, — MpHKa3zaga Mapda, moYyBCTBOBAB HE100poeE.

— X03s1H, X035IMH ceOs1 IOPeII! — MPOCTOHAJIA JICBYIIIKA.

— Kak... mopemmi... — He MOBEPUB CBOMM YIIIaM, 3allMHASCH, Tiepecnpociiia Mapda.

— YaaBuiicsi, B KOHIOIIHE Ha BOXJKax. MaslaHbs TOIIUIa yTPOM KOPOBY JIOMTh, Jja YCJIbIIIATA,
410 Jomaay pxyT. OHa cpa3y HeslaJHOe 3arofo3puia. .. Bora, a OH TaM... BUCHT. .. XOIOIHBIN YK
COBCEM. ..

ChHavana Mapda nogymarna, uro 310 ee Bacmimii Hanoxun Ha cedst pyku. Tenepb ke 0 Hee
nonuio, 4ro peub uaeT o Crenmane. OHa cama UCIyrajach TOTO, YTO HE UCIBITANA HU MaJISUIIIero
o0JIerYeHurst OT CBOETO MPO3PEHUSI.

— Yro e enarh-To Tenepb, rocrnoxa? — MpoAoiKaia pblaaTh CIyXkKaHKa.

— A Bacwus pazoynumu? — cnipocuiia Mapda, yxke Toporisich 1o KOPHIOPY.

— He 3nawo. .. 4 cpasy ciona KuHyack. ..

Koraga Mapda Bbllluia B Tparne3Hyio, TaM TOJIUCH TOMBKO MPUCMUPEBIIME CIIYyTH. Y CITyXka-
HOK JIMIIa ObUTH KPACHHI OT ciie3. MyXUKM NepeMUHAJIMCh C HOTM Ha HOTY M TSDKKO B37pIxaimn. Bee
CIIYTY JIOOWIM cBOMX X03sieB. CMepTh MOJIONON TOCIIOKM OHM TEPekUBAIM Tak, OyATO ymeplia ux
KpOBHas pOICTBEHHHMIIA.

Terneps ke OToIIeN B MAP MHOW XO35IMH, W IBOPHSI IaXe MPE/ICTaBUTh ce0e He MOTJIa, UTO KAET
UX BIEPEIH.

Mapda TonbKO X0Tena OTAaTh MpUuKazaHue pazOyauTh Bacuius, Kak OH caM MOsIBUIICS B JIBe-
psix. XMeb ellle He BHIBETPUIICS M3 €0 TOJIOBBI U IJ1a3a ObUTH HATUTHI KPOBBIO.

— Yro 31ech TBOPUTCS, YepT BO3bMHU! — THEBHO PSIBKHYJT Bacuiuii, OrssiieB NpUTUXIINX CIYT.

— He kpuuu, Bacuuii! — npepsaina ero Mapda.

— A TBI MHE He TpUKa3blBall, YTO JAenarh, riaynas 0ada, — HamycTWICS Ha eHy Bacummid. —
Ckaxu Jiyyiiie, Kakoro IbsIBOJIa B TAKYIO paHb MHE CIIaTh HE JAlOT.

— Crenan ygaBuics. .. — THXO ckazaia Mapda. Cusibl OcTaBuIM ee, M OHa OECCUIIBHO OITyCTH-
J1ach Ha JIaBKY.

Bacunmii Mmouan HeKOTopoe BpeMsi, IepeBaprBasi YCIBIIIAHHOE, TOTOM 3JI0 CIUTIOHYJT Ha MO

— Bcerna s 3Hau1, 94TO OH CITIOHTSI MATKOTENBI! — 3710 OypKHYT Bacumnmii. — e yaaBumcs-to?

— B koHIo0111HE, — TOAAT TOJIOC KTO-TO U3 CIIYT. — TaM, Ha BOXKKaX BHCHT.

— UYro xe penatb-To Tenepb, ['ocnomu! — 3ampuynTana Ta camas CIykaHKa, 4TO MpUHECIa
Mapde yxacHyio BECTb.

— I3 neTnm BBIHUMATh, 4TO K TYT elle cesaels! — mpopopuan Bacuuid.

Tak B 1oMe, B KOTOPOM €Ille COBCEM HEeaBHO TaK YacTo 3ByYasl CMeX, YbH X03sieBa ObLITA CUACT-
JIMBBI, TOCENMIIOCH TOpe. BTOPOii pa3 HacTe b OTKPBUIMCH HIMPOKKE TyOOBBIE BOPOTA, M OTIPABHJICS
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XO35IMH B TIOCJEAHUI MyTh. BTOpo#l pa3 3a KOpOTKO#M BpeMst coOOpasicsi YeCTHOM Hapo[ 32 IJTMHHBIC
CTOJIBI, IOMSIHYTh X035I€B IOMa CEro.

[Nocne moxopoH TepeM 3akonoTWiIM. Bacuimmii mopemmn i cebs MpoJaTh HECUacTIMBOE
JKUJIMITIE TIPY MIEPBOM ke yI0OHOM ciyudae. Tak kak orterr CTernaHa CKOHYAJICS 32 TOJI IO CIHA CBOETO,
Bce CTenaHoBbI BIaJIeHUs Mepellin K MajioneTHern Hactenbke, Ha3BaHHOM Tak B MaMSTh O MOKOWHOM
MartepH.

Mapda B3si1a Bce 3a00ThI O BHYUKe-CUPOTKE Ha ceOst M CKOpO 00yCTpOmIIa ee ¢ KOPMUJIUIICH B
camo¥ CBETJION, cCaMOi KPacHMBOM Majiate CBOEro Tepema, U cama Mpornajaia TaM JHU U HOUH.

Bacumii sxe Ha BHYYKY HMKakoro BHUMaHHs He oOpamai. Kakas B Hell ceffuac pajgocTth, B
TakoW HecMbIcIeHHoM ! BoT kak mogpacrer, craHeT noxoskeut Ha ouky Hacrensky — apyroe aeno. a
Y HeJlocyr eMy ObuIo — mprbaBuiIock 3a00T B [lyme 6osipckoit. [Tpubpan bor npasutenshauily Eneny,
1 TO ObI He OeJja — YKachl, KOTOPBIMH COTIPOBOXKJAJIOCH €€ MpaBJieHNe, OTBOPOTHIIN OT Hee HApOAHYIO
mo0OoBb. MHOTME TyMalli, YTO HE CBOEW CMEPThIO OHA yMmepia — ObUIa, BpOJE, 3/10pOBa, B CaMOil
1Berymiel mope... Ho JonckuBarbcst He CTallv, a TIOCTAaBUJIM Y BJIacTy KH:3s VBaHa BacmibeBnya
lyiickoro. YBbI, 6enHasi Poccus eme Gosee Tepriesia mpy HeM — 3071 ¥ KaJieH ObUT HOBBIN TIPABUTEITb,
TOpI U JIeP30K HE TOJNBKO C OOsIpaMH, HO Jaxe U C CAMHUM MAJIOJIETHUM rocyaapeM. .. OcraBajioch
MOJIUTBCSA M KJaTh, Korga VloaHH mogpacteT M caM BO3bMETCS 3 BJIACTb.

Ho cpenu exenneBHbIX 3200T Obuta y Bacwmus u uHas qyma, ceemias. Bee He nuia y Hero u3
TOJIOBBI KpacaBHIIA-MYyKHUKa, ChIHY KOTOPOW MPUIIIOCh €My CTaTh KPECTHBIM OTIIOM B TY MaMSTHYIO
MeTelNbHyI0 Houb. Korma ymeprna mpoub, Bacumuil ¢ioBHO Obl M 103a0bLT O XO3SIIOIIKE, HO KPETIKO,
BUJIaTh, OHA 3arajia eMy B AYyIIY — BCIIOMHWJIACH TETeph M HE JaBajia MOKOIO.

Kak B 1oHOCTH, 3aropesicsi Bacuuii. Bot Benp — 1 ceiiHa B BUCKe, U Jyllla KperkKa, 3akajieHa
JKECTOKOCTBIO — a BCe K XOoueTcst 6abbeil JIaCKH, TeIuia Ja MPUBETHOTO crioBevka. OT kKeHbl Cpomy
no0pa He 3HaJl, TaK XOTb Ha CTApPOCTH JIET OTBE/IATh!

W rpex Beap, rpex! 3Hau 310 Bacuiuii, a Bce He MOT OT IOMBIC/IA CBOETO OTKA3aThCs. 3ayMal
OH Kak-HUOYIb a2 M30aBUThH 3a3HOOYIIIKY CBOIO OT CyIpyra ee, MyXHKa CMEpAHOTO, ¥ IPUTPETh B
CBOEM TepeMe, Mmojyie ceosl.

3Hana Obl ero 3a3Ho0a 0 ToM — Oexana Obl Ha Kpail cBera, Kyna miasza risagar! la Her, He
YIIPEAUTIO ee Cepalie — Kuja Mo-MpekHeMY, 3aHUMAaJIach 10 XO3WCTBY J1a HSHYMIIA CHIHOYKA, OblIa
CUacT/IMBa NMo-cBoeMy. MHorue 3aBII0BaJIM € — BOT, XOTh M HUKAK U3 HYX/Ibl HE BHIOBIOTCSI, A XKaJleeT
3axap *keHy, HIUeM He oOmxkaerT. Mano AHHA BUjena JIACKM B CBOEH JXKM3HHU, OCHpOTENa PaHo, a
TETKe ee, HPABHOM M CAMOBJIACTHOM KEHIIIMHE, HeI0CYyT ObLIO 3a00TUTHLCS O TUIeMsIHHUIIE. Brinana ee
3aMyK, TOJILKO YTOOBI C pyK COBITh, 1 €710 ¢ KoHIIoM! 3axap ke 3a00THIICs O jKeHe, 1 AHHA OTBevasa
eMy OJ1arogapHOCTHIO.
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I'JIABA 4

Tak Obl U XWIN J€Hb 32 THEM, TOJ 3a TOJIOM, Ja BeJb Oe/ia He TI0 JIeCy XOIUT, a 10 JIonsaM!
[Tpokpasack OHa He3aMeTHO U B OS/IHBIN JOMMIIIKO Ha OKparHe ropofa. OmHax bl yeblnaia AHHA
TOPOIUIMBBIN CTYK B JIBEpb M, OTBOPHB, YBUJIENA COCEACKOro Maibuuiiky Baniory. bout Baniora He
Ha IIYTKY HaIyraH, a OTTOrO U peub ero HEBHATHON OKa3aJlach.

— Tam! Tam... KpoBb u .. oH ... Hapoay yx TbMa HaGexamnach! — 3aTapaTopuil MaIbyMIIKA.

Cepnue y AHHBI 000pBaIOCh.

— la kto Tam, roBopu! — TpsIXHYyJIa OHa BaHIOTY 3a rjieun, HO MaJIbYOHKA BBIBEPHYJICS U 3ape-
BEJI.

AnHa oOMepra.

— BepHo, ¢ 3axapoM HenaHO, — MpoIenTaia ApoKamuMu rydamu. BeIxBaTuB MiiajeHIa u3
JOJIbKY, AHHA 3aKyTaJla ero MnoTerJiee U caMa, HAKMHYB Ha TUIeYH MIepBOe, YTO MOJ] PYKY MOMNaiocCh,
PBaHyJIach K JIBEpHU.

—I'ne, roe oH, nokasbiBaii! — MPUKPUKHYJIA OHA HA IEPEMUHAIOIIETrOCs C HOTY Ha HOry BaHioty.

ManpyuIika copBajcsi C MecTa, ¥ BCKOpe OHM e OeKaJli UTO eCTh IyXy 10 y3KUM 3aCHEXeH-
HBIM yJIOuKaM. BexaTb ObUIO TPY/IHO, TOCIIe OTTENENN MOAMOPO3UIIO, M YJIHIIA TOKPhUIACH CIIIOIITHOM
JIe/ISTHOM KOPKO#, Ha KOTOPOW pa3be3kanuch HOrv. Heckosbko pa3 AHHa 4yTh ObUIO HE yIajia, HO Ha
pyKax y Hee MUPHO mocarbiBail MUIIyTKa, U CTpax HAPYLIUTh COH JAUTATH 3aCTaBJIST MaTh KasKAbli
pa3 yaepKUBaThCsl HA HOTax.

Viouka ynepiach B MaJIEHbKYIO IUJIOIIAAb, HA KOTOPOM coOpanach yke MOpsIOYHasi TOJIa
Hapoza. «Tombko mycth oH Oynet *kuBbiM! [TycTh Oyner xuBbiM!» — TBepauia npo cedst AHHA, PU-
omkasch K tonre. [TpoTuckuBasich Mexy TECHO CTOSILIMMU JIIOAbMHU, AHHA BCE MbITANIACh PACCMOT-
peTh, UTO KJIET ee Briepean. BHe3anmHo oHa BHICKOUMJIA HA CepeIMHY IUIOIIAIKH, BOKPYT KOTOPOW TOJI-
nwicsl Hapod. TaM, Ha OKpOBaBJIEHHOM CHery Jiexkai ee 3axap. U ¢ mepBoro B3misiia AHHA TOHsLIA,
YTO CIIyYMJIOCh CaMoe CTpaIiHoe — OH MepTB. OrpoMHasi paHa TeMHena Ha J0y 3axapa, U BeCb OH
ObLJT TOJIOMaH U pa3JaBJieH.

AHHa orycTUsIach nepe MEPTBEIIOM Ha KOJIEHU U ITPUBBIYHBIM KECTOM, HE CO3HABasl, YTO OHA
JeJaeT, MoIpaBuia pycylo Npsiap Ha JiensHom j0y. CrepBa AHHA He YyBCTBOBajia HUYETro, KpoMe
MYCTOTHl U TOCKJIMBOW Oe3picxonHocTi. Ho BApyr ee Oy/nTO HAKPBUIO AYIITHON BOTHOM, M KEHIUHA
3apbliaia B rojoc, He OTBO/S B3IVIsi/Ia OT CIIOKOMHOTO, CTPOrOro JIMIa CyNpyra.

— JKeHa, 10IKHO OBITh, — CKa3aJl KTO-TO B Tonme. — Kanko-to kak! Benp nponaner Teneps 0e3
kopMuibia! Jla eie u aute copceM masioe!

— A opnera-to kak Jsierko! He naii Oor, ere 3actyaurcsi! — ckazas Apyroii roioc.

AHHa NMOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK J00pbIe PYKU HAKUHY/M €/ Ha TUIeU TSKEJIbI TYJTyI, KTO-TO yike
TOIOIIIEN, TJIA/IUIT TIO TOJIoBE, OOpMOYA HEJIOBKHUE CIIOBA YTEIIECHHUS.

— Thl He Tep3aii Tak ceds1, IETOHBKA, — MPOU3HEC JIACKOBBIN KEHCKUH T'OJIOC, COBCEM PSIJIOM,
non1 yxoM. — Ero yx He BepHellb, a TeOe elle TUTs PaCTUTh.

AHHa oTOpBasia HaKOHell B3MJIsA[] OT HEABMKMMOI0, pacTep3aHHOro Tesia 3axapa u, MOBEpHYB-
IIKCh K CepaOO0IBLHON JKEeHIIMHE, CIIPOCUJIA:

— K10 )¢ conesain takoe?

['yObI ee qposkaiy, ¥ TOJIOC CaMOM TIOKA3aJICS TyXKUM.

— Kro x Tenepb 3HaeT, 4To 32 UPOJ TaKOM ! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA )KeHIIUHA. — $1 Kak pa3 Ha II0Iaab
BBIBEPHYJIa, a OH, My TBOW... Beap Myxk oH TeOe?

AHHa KMBHYyJIA.

— Ox, ropromiko Tl ropbkoe! Tak BOT, OH Kak pa3 nocepeke u mein. Y Bapyr BcalHUKU — Tpu
YeJIoBeKa, aJiv ueThipe. ToT, KOTOPHBIi MEPBBIM eXaJl, CIIIUO €ro, a OCTaIbHbIC KOHSIMU TIOTOIITAJIH.

— HeyxTto HapouHO! — BcKpryana AHHa, He B CHJIaX MOBEPUTH B MOAOOHYIO KECTOKOCTb.
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— Hapo nymatb, 4TO HAPOUHO, — TSKEJIO B3JOXHY/IA KEHIIMHA.

— Yo % oHu 3a uponsl! — 3anpuunTana AHHa. PeOeHOK y Hee Ha pyKax MPOCHYJICS M OTJIaCHIT
TUIONIAJb TPOMKUM KpUKOM. MaThb mocrnenimia yCoKOUTb €ro U MOTOMY BOJIeH-HEeBOJIEH OTBJIEKJIACh
Ha HEKOTOPOE BPEMsI OT TOPbKUX CBOMX MBICJIEH.

3axapa nepeHeciu B JoM. XOpOIlo, HAIITUACH J00pbIe JIOIH, TOMOIM BIoBuIle. [IpackoBbst —
Ta camasi KeHIIMHA, YTO YCIIOKanBajia AHHY Ha IUIOLIAIH, B3sla Ha ceOsl Bce XJIOMOThI, CBSI3aHHBIE
C MPEACTOSIIIUMH TTOXOPOHAMH.

AnHa npeObIBajia B KAKOM-TO CTpaHHOM HoiycHe. Kak Oyaro Bce ciyuuBIneecs MpOU30IILIo
BOBCE HE C HEl, a C KaKoW-TO APYIoi, ejBa 3HAKOMOM eil keHIMHOM. V1 TuIb Korga CKpoMHas Moxo-
POHHAsI MPOLIECCHS BBIIILTA 32 BOPOTA ee OeTHOro IoMa, AHHA CIIOBHO OYHYJIACH U TIOHSIIa BECh yXKac
MIPOUCXOMIAIIETO.

3axapa morpe6su crierHo. Hapopa, *kenaromiero mpocTUThCS ¢ TOKOWHBIM, ObLIIO HEMHOTO, J1a U
TNIOCJIeJHUE, TPEBECEHHNE MOPO3bI JaBaju 0 ceOe 3HaTh. AHHA HEe UyBCTBOBAJIA XOJIONA, XOTS OfIeKAa
ee ObLIa JIOHEJTh351 U3HOIIIEHA, U BETep MPOOUpPAJICs 3a IMBOPOT, CTPEMSICh 3aMOPO3UTH OSTHYIO KeH-
IVHY.

[Nocne NOXOpOH MOTSHYJIUCH MYCThIe, TSKKKE THA. AHHA OCTaslach BOBCe 0e3 rpolia — Mnocie/-
HHE YIIIM Ha IOXOPOHBI, a TEX CKPOMHBIX MTPUTIACOB, YTO OBUIM B JOME, HAI0JTO XBAaTUTh HE MOIJIO.

K crenam nokocusInelicss n30€HKHM TOACTYNAJ TOJIol, 1 AHHA He 3Hasa, 4To el nenars. Kyma
OHa TOWJIET C MaJIBIM JIUTEM Ha pyKax, rae coimer xi1eda? Toiabko OIHO M OCTaBajoCh — WATH MO
MUDY, TPOCUTH Y JOOPBIX JIIOIEH Ha MpoNMTaHue. bpuia eme y AHHBI TeTKa, HO TOU KJIaHAThCS — HOX
octpblit. COBCeM YK BbDKMJIA M3 yMa CTapyxa, CKyIa craja U OpaHwIMBa. Y TakoW XyXe C rojiony
MoMpelb!

JKennmHa coBceM yxk ObUTO Masta AyxoM. «YTo xk, mpuaercs nooduparbes! — tymaia ona. — Ha
cBeTe OesIoM MHOTO JOOPBIX JIofiel — aBoch He mponany!» Ho kak Tonbko npeacTasisiia AHHA, 4TO
NpUIETCS el OPOIUTD IIETBIMU THSAMHU IO/ TOPBIBAMH XOJIOJHOTO MIPOH3UTENILHOTO BETpa C MyIaieH-
[IeM-CbIHOM Ha pyKax, BCe KaMeHesO y Hee BHYTpH. BbITh MOXKET, JTydIlie TOJIOMHON CMEPTHIO yMe-
peThb, UEM TaK My4YUTHCA!

B onun u3 nHel, Korjia oTyasiHue AHHBI JOCTUIIIO BCEeW CBOEM ITyOMHBI, BO3JIE BOPOT JJOMa ee
TMOCJTBIIIATCH BO30YKIEHHbIE BCKPUKH AETBOPBI U CKPHII MOJI03bEB. BCKkope pazfancs CTyK B JBEpb.
AHHa TocTienIa OTBOPUTD U YBHIENA riepesl coO0i 60raro oeToro yeaoBeKa, HeMOJIOIOTO Yike, C
MpoCe/Iplo B rycTor 60opose.

AHHa MONSITUIACH, HE 3HAsl, UYTO U OKUIATh OT HE3BAHOTO IOCTSI.

— Hy, 3npaBcTBy#i, KpacaBuiia, — mpoOacuI ToT.

Amnna nokJioHmace. He 3Has1, Kak IPUBETCTBOBATH TOCTs, OHA CTOsUIA MOJIYa M CMOTpeia Ha
HEro BO BCe IJ1a3a.

— Anu He TIpU3HaIa MeHs? — YCMEeXHYJICS TOCTb.

— Her, rocnionviz, He npu3Haia! — HENOCTYIIHBIMU TyOaMu MposieneTana AHHa.

— A s BOT Ipyexajl KpecTHHKA MpoBeJaTh!

— Kakoro kpectHuka? — yaqusBuiach AHHa.

— Kak kakoro? Muxawuna 3axapoBuya. 310pOB Jii OH?

AHHa f1onToe BpeMsi HUKaK He MOIJIa MOHSTh, KaK 9TOT OOraThlil YeJI0OBEK MOT OKa3aThCsl KPecT-
HBIM ee OeTHOMY chiHy. HakoHer, BIJIsIIEBIINCH B JIMIIO TOCTSI, OHA MPU3HAJIA B HEM ITyTHUKA, 3aHO-
YeBaBIIIero y Hee B JOMe B HOUb, KOTJIa OHa PoJKaJia.

— AX, GaTiomKu! — BCIUIeCHy/na AHHA pyKaMy M UyTb He JIUIINAJIACh TyBCTB.

— Hy uto T8I, kpacaBuua?! Yero Hamy:xanacb-to? 51 He Kycaloch! — ycMexHyncst Bacunuii u,
MPOH/ISl Ha CepeMHy KOMHATHI, yCescsl Ha JIaBKYy.

— Hy, pacckasbiBaii, kak kuthe-ObIThe? MyXkeHbKa TBOETO HE BUXKY UTO-TO?

AHHa He CMOTJIa BBIMOJIBUTh HU CJIOBA, JIAIIb CKOPOHO NMOMOTAJsIa TOJIOBOM.

— Kak tak? — ynusuics Bacummil. — A e & oH?
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— A Hety Ooste y MeHs Myka! — OTBeTHIa AHHA U 3aTMJ1ach cie3aMu. — KoHsiMu ero 3atonTaly,
Y& JIBE HE/IEU, KaK s BIOBULIEN OCTasIaCh.

— Bor rope-To ropekoe! — mpoOypuan Bacunmii, Haxmypus OpoBu. — [Ipuexain KpecTHUKa po-
BE€/IaTh, a MOMAJ Yy Thb JIM He Ha TOMUHKU. Kak e Thl 0iHa-TO Tenepb, ¢ AUTEM MaslbIM? — YYacCTJIMBO
CITPOCHJI OH.

— He 3Hato, uTo ¥ Jenarth, 6aTomka! — CKBO3b Cjie3bl OTBeTHIAa AHHA. — Jlyma 3Ta ropbkasi He
OCTaBJISIET MEHS1 HU THEM, HU HOYBIO!

— Tol, BOT 4TO, HE IJIayb, KpacaBula! OqHax/Ipl BBl MHE B [IOMOIIM HE OTKa3aJd, OT MOJJION
cMepTH yoeperiu, Tenepb u s Tede ¢ rojiony noMepers He aam. Bosbmy s TeOs1 K ceOe B TepeM, Aa
OITpe/IeNI0 MECTO TOJTyYIlle — HU B YeM HykJIaThcs He Oyaenib. CornacHa ym?

— Taxk 4 x ¢ qurem! — BexuunHyaa AHHa. — Kakoil Bo MHe nipok?

— Hy, 006 sTOM ThI HEe qymaii. 5 Bce ycTpoio. ..

— A oM Kak xe? A xo3sicTBO?

— Tak yx BEJMKO TBOE X035MCcTBO? — ycMexHyJicsi Bacmmii. — CoGepy OXKHUTKH, a K Beuepy
3a TOOOW MOH XOJIOMN 3aefieT.

— Crnacu6o Tebe, rocriofuH! — yrnaB Ha KOJIEeHH, AHHA TOMBITAJIACh TOIEI0BaTh HOCOK Bacu-
JIBUHOT'O Carora, HO TOT OTIIATHYJICS.

— He nano, kpacasuna. To, 4to s 711 TeOs1 1enao — b OTIUIaTa 3a Ty J0OPOTY, UTo 51 B Bac
Hamten1. Tak 4ro 6naropapuTh TeOe MeHs He 3a uTo. Tenepsb yiay s, a THl 32 cOOpBI MPUHUMACS !

C stumu cnoBamu Bacwiuil Bblliesn U3 10My, U BCKOpe AHHA YCJIbIILIala CKPUIl M0JI03bEB U
YAQISAIOLUIUICS NIEPe3BOH KOJIOKOIbYMKA.

K Beuepy 3a Heil ¥ BIpsIMb Mprexat OOSIPCKHUI XOJIOI Ha XOPOIIHX caHsX. Bce coceku BBICHI-
NI Ha YWy, He DS Ha TPECKYYMid MOpO3, POBOXaa AHHY. Y TOH Ia3za ObLJIM HA MOKPOM
MecCTe — 3TH JIIOAU JKaJleJI ee, NEeTMIINCh C Hel MOC/IeTHUM KYCKOM XJieba, a Tereph OHa IOKKAAa UX
st sryaieit gonu. OT TOM yMbl ¥ TPYCTHO, U CIAJIKO OBUIO, U CJIE3bl HABOPAUYMBAJIMCH HA TJIa3a.

Wrnar, kyuep Bacwiua JJumurprueBrnya, NOKMAaa HACKOPO HEMYAPSAIIME MOKUTKA AHHBI B
CaHH, IMOMOI' CECTh €/ CaMOil, JTMXO B3MaxHy/ KHYTOM... [lonerena, B3BUXpUlach CHEXKHasl IbUIb,
3aropoIInia Ma3a KyMyIIKaM-COCEKaM, U CAHU TPOHYJIHUCh, YBO3sl AHHY B HOBYIO XW3Hb. bblna
YrOTOBJIEHA €l BBICOKAsl YeCTh — CTaTh KOPMUJIUIIEH MpH OOSIPCKOM BHYUYEHbKe !

Henpocro nanocs Bacwiumio periense 310. Mapda 3anono3puiia 4to-To M 3aynpsMUIach, He
BOCXOT€J1a KOPMUJIMILY MEHSTb.

— YemM Tebe KateprHa mtoxa? — cripocuiia XonoaHo. — MoJioka y Hee BJJOBOJIb, IEBKa 310POBas.
Jla 1 He My:KCKO€e 3TO J€J10, B TaKue JieJla MeIIaThCs.

— Bepno rosopwiiib, — casrHyn OpoBu Bacumuii. — [la TosbKO mprMeyarts st Hadasl — MpUKJia-
npiBaercs TBosi Karepuna k 3eneHy BuHy. Hemrro xoporo sto?

— 3T0 IypHO, — pa3ayMuuBO cka3ana Mapda. — [la ToJIbKO Tae X el 3aMeHY ChICKaTh?

— 51 yx cpickan, — 6pocun Bacuimii 1 ABUHYJICS K BBIXOLY.

— INoromu, Bacunmii, — octanoBwiia ero Mapda, 1 rojioc ee ObUT HETPUBLIYHO CNIAIOK. — [1e
K ThI CbICKa ee?

— Jlekapsi ONPOCHII, TOTO, YTO JI0Yb HaIITy MOJIb30BaJl, — He 000paunBasich, MoIBII Bacummit. —
On u Harren ee. baba xopormast, uucto xoqut u ceds omoner. HenaBHo oBnoBena. Bo3sMeM ee k Ham
B TEPEM U C TUTEM €€.

— Hy, ut0 %... — Hayana 6s110 Mapda, Ho Bacunmii yike yiresn, co BCeld CUITbI XJIOITHYB JIBEPhIO.

Beuepom Toro ke IHs HM B yeM He noBuHHAs1 Karepuna, peias, Kak Oenyra, HOKMHYJIa KpOB
6osipuHa Bacumms. A cam Bacumnmii ¢ monmyaHs Mecta cebe He HaxXOIuI, Bce TI0 OKHAM IacTall — He
elleT i1 JMoOyIKa ero?

CyMepKH CryCTHIIMCh yke, KOTa pacliaxHy/IMCh BOPOTa, OOJBHO JPOrHYJIO cepaie Bacumums.
[Mpuexana, pagocTb, nmprexana, gonroxganHas! Kunynacs Obl HaBCTpeuy, Ja HeJlb3sl — He 10 YMHY
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60sipuHy Tiepes; mpocToil 6adoi mmactatbes. Cuilont yaepkain cedst Ha MecTe, JOXKAAJCs, TOKa He
3aCKPUIENH CTYIIEHH, U HE BOILIEJ CIIyra.

— Kopmuimiia HoBas ripuexara, X03siuH, — J0JI0KWJI OH.

— Yo %, 106po, — B310XHY/1 Bacumuii. — Benu HatonuTh 6aHIO, Ja MPU30BH T'OCHIOKY KO MHE.
[TycTs KOpMMIIMIIA TOXE OIHUMETCS CIOJA.

AHHa cTos1a TIOCpeM NajiaThl HU KKBAa, HU MEPTBAa — HE OJKUIAJIa OHA, YTO TaK OOraTto KUBET
KPEeCTHBIN OTell ee chiHOYKa. Ho criokoiiHeiil B3I Bacumms, ero lackoBast yjibiOKa 0OOIpHIIH ee.

W xo3siika BcTpeTHsia MpUBETIMBO — JOPOAHAs, KpacuBas ellle sKeHIIMHA, BUIATh, CTPOrasi 1
XO3MCTBEHHAS.

— Bor, Mapda, kopmumia Hamein Hactenbke, — ctporo ckazan Bacummii, oOparast B3mis
Ha Mapdy, 1 IOH:T — IPUIIISIHYJIACh JKeHe KopMuuia. HecMoTps Ha nmosyronogHyo «u3Hb, AHHaA
BBITJISIZIENIAa 3JO0POBOM U KPETIKOM, a TPYAb €€ MOIJIa BBIKOPMHUTDb OOraThIpei.

— Hy uro %, — cnokoitHo ycmexHysack Mapda. — Kak 3Batb-To TeOs?

— AHHa. .. — IOTYNMBILHXCH, ITPOJIETIETANIA TA.

— He npoxu, AnHa, oOmxkath TeOs1 He craHeM. Bynenib jackoBa ¢ Hameld HacTeHbKoM — U MBI
K TeOe ackoBhl OyeM. Kak chIHOUYKa-TO TBOETO 3BaTh?

— Muxaiinoii. .. — TuXO oTBevasa AHHa.

— U emy nomoxem, kKak B Bo3pacT Boiaer. Ciryku ycepnHo, a yx s Te0s He 3a0yny. Tenepb
noriieM, 51 Te0e TBOM MOKOM MOKaXYy, a TOTOM B OaHIO TIOM/IEIIIb.

JKennwmnsl ynuiy, vy Bacrima kamens ynan ¢ cepaua. IIpuHsana AHHYIIKY ITOCThLIas KeHa,
HE 3a1o/103puiia JypHOTo. .. By/eT oHa Tereps KHTh MOAJIe Hero, KakIblid IeHb MOKHO OyIeT JIi000-
BaThCsl HAa Kpacy ee HECKa3aHHYI0, TOBOPUTH C Hell 0e300513HEHHO — KTO TIOMEIIAET JIe/ly TOBOPUTB C
BHYUYKHMHOW KOpMIIMLENH? A Kak BCKOpMUT oHa HacTeHbky. ..

W ToHynu B ciagkoM cuHEM TymaHe Aymbl Bacuius, npecTaBisioch eMy 3alpOKMHYTOE JIMLO
AHHBI Ha JIOKe, HEM3BeJaHHbIE ellle Kpachl ee Oenoro Tena... Hukorma, pake 1Mo MOJOOOCTH He
KHIIesa Tak KpoBb y OosipuHa IllopuHa, HUKOIIA He CITy4ajoch eMy HCIIBITHIBATH TaKyl0 PaJoCTb U
TOCKY.

PanoctHo Obio 1 AHHe. Bee, cioBHO B ckaske, eii-Oory! INocenmnu ee B syuiieit nauare, u
BCEro JaBaJii BJIOBOJIb — U IUIaThsl MIOSIBUJINCH Y HEe, KaKuX CpOJy HE HalllMBaJsa, Ja U He Hajdes-
JIach HOCHUTh, 1 MUIIIEHbKY Pa3psANIII, CJIOBHO KHsKeckoe auTs. Kylnanse qaBanu syudiiee, mpsMo
¢ GOSIPCKOrO CTONA U camMa XO3sIMKa, MPUXOs MOHSIHYUTHCSA C BHYYKOM, CIIpallMBasia BCe BpeMs —
HE HaIo 11 AHHE Yero, He MMeeT JIM KeJlaHbsl Kakoro? J[IBOpHs Ha IBIIIOYKAaX XOAUT, OOUTCS YeM-
OO0 OTOPUYUTH KOPMUJTHUILY.

W ot pocrarka, Tak HEXAAHHO MPHIIEAIIEro K Hel, BCIO KU3Hb MPOBEALIEH B HYK/E, UCTIOI-
HWIOCH ee cepiie O1arofapHOCTH U HEXKHOCTU K 3TOMY OOJIBIIIOMY YTPIOMOMY 4eJloBeKy — Bacummio
[eTpoBruy, MUJIOCTHUBILY M TIOKPOBHUTENIO. DTO X HAJIO — HE 3a0bUI OH CBOETO CIIyYaillHOrO KpecT-
HUKa, He 3a0bUT U I00POTHI MMOKOMHOTO 3axapa, BICTUBIIETO €ro B IOM.

AHHA ¥ IOMBICITUTH HE MOIJIA O TOM, YTO BOCIIBLJIAJT K HEH IIOKPOBUTEJTH €€ JIIOOOBHOM CTPACTHIO.
He pa3 u He nBa noBWIIa Ha ceOe HeKHBIN B3MIsLI Bacumis — HO yucTas ee qyla He TIOHUMAIa, YTo
OH 3Ha4MT. Belo ee moO0Bb 3a0pany chbiH ¥ MasieHbkast HacteHbka, KOTopasi Ha IJia3ax Kperdajia OT
3I0pOBOr0 AHHYIIKMHOTO MOJIOKA.

Muip 1 GrarofeHCTBME HACTYIIUTH B Tepeme OosiprHa [lloprHa. [laxe BeUHO BCeM HeJJOBOJIbHAS
Mapda Obi1a criokoiiHa — Bacumumii cran yaiie 3arispIBaTh K BHyUKe, IOJOJTY CUJIeN B ee nasare. U
He 3HaJla X034iiKa, yTo He K Hactenbke Bacummii xogur — k kopmuiike ee! Brpouewm, Bacuuii Ilet-
POBHY, HEXAAHHO JIsI ceOs1, CTall IPUBS3BIBATHCSA K AEBOUKE, BU/IS €€ HA PyKax y CBOEH 3a3HOOHI. . .

AHHa ke 1o-npexxHeMy Hu4ero He 3amevasia. OHa cipaBHO yxaxusajia 3a HacteHnbkon, xxanena
ee, KaK pOJHYIO I04b — Be/lb KPYIVION CUPOTOM OCTajlaCh KpOXa HeEpa3yMHasi, 1 HEKOMY €€ IIPUTrpeTh
B 9TOM MHPE. ..
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I'JIABA 5

Bpewms mno. Mnagenusl nogpacrany, a Bacuiuii Bee erie Xonus KpyraMu, He 3Has, Kak Moj-
CTYIUTBLCS K pa3moOe3HOu cBoeil AHHe. Hukorga mpesk/ie He oforneBasia ero takas pooocts. Kax-
ObliA IEHb MPOCHINAJICS OH C MBICJIBIO O TOM, YTO HBIHYE BO YTO ObI TO HH CTAJIO IOTOBOPUT C AHHOI.
[TogHuMarics o JIeCTHUIIE, MOBTOPsIsi PO ceOsl TaBHO 3aTBEpKEHHbIE CJI0Ba, BXoAWN B najiaty. Ho
MIPY OTHOM B3IVIsiIe HA AHHY BCSl CMEJIOCTD €T0 YJIETyYUBAJIACh.

HenoBok 1 HEYKJTIOJK CTAHOBWJICSI CAHOBUTHIN OOSIPUH, HE 3HAJ, Kyaa aeTh pyku. OH caauics
Ha JIaBKy ¥ HEOTPBIBHO HAOMIONAT 32 CBOEH 3a3HO00M, XJIONOTABIIIEH BOKPYT MJIaICHIICB.

[Tonauany AnnHa croponunachk Bacunus, nodauBanach — yx 001bHO yrpioM ObLT KpecTHbIN. Ho
CO BpeMEHEM OHa TIPUBBIKJIA K €ro MPUXOo/IaM M YK He polesia — HaXOAWJIUCh Y Hee /IS XO351HA U
LIYTKA, ¥ JJACKOBBIN B3IJISA].

Bort 1 B 3TOT pa3 3aien Bacuinii B CBETIIyI0 TOPHULLY, CEJT TUXO HA IIMPOKYIO JIABKY U MTPUHSAJICS
BO BC€ I71a3a CMOTPETh Ha CBOIO 3a3HO0Y.

AHHa Kak pa3 KopMuia MiafeHieB. MoJoka y Hell ¥ paHbliie ObUIO B/IOBOJIb, & YK TErephb OT
CBITOM [1a IOKOMHOM KW3HU CTAJIO CTOJBKO, YTO U TPETHETO MJIA/IEHIIA BBIKOPMUTD BIIOPY.

Bacumii He MoOr OTBecTH IJIa3 OT NPEJCTaBIICH Mpea HUM KapTuHbl. [IBoe OyTy30B KaaHO
MPUIMOKHBAJIM BO3JIE TIBIIITHOW OeION Ipyau AHHBI, U He ObUIO [Tt OOSIpHHA 3pEJTUIA YIOUTEIIbHEE.
JKrydas BosiHa MO3IHEN HEMPOILLIEHOM CTPACTH MOJIHUMANIACh B HEM, I'PO35Ch pa3MeTaTh MOCIeJHUE
KpOXHU pa3yMa.

AHHa 3aKOHYMJIA KOPMUTb JIeTeld, ObICTPO MeperneyieHana ux.

— BHyueHbKy moziepkaTh XOTUTE, FTOCTIOAMH? — JIYKaBO CITPOCHIIA OHa, oOparasch K Bacummio.

Caavasa Bacummi xoten otkasarbes. OH He JIIOOMI MaJIEHBKUX JIETER U 4TO AeJIaTh C HAMH,
coBepleHHO He 3Hal. Ho, caM J10 KOHIIa He MOHUMas, UTO JIeJIaeT, OH MIPOTSIHYJI PYKH U B3sU1 peOeHKa.

JleBouka yxe 3aMeTHO noapocia. B ee OOMbIINX IMa3ax Ja)e HAuasIo MOSIBISITHCS YKe BIIOJHE
ocMbIciieHHOe BbipaxkeHue. Hekoropoe Bpems Hacrtsa cmorpena Ha Bacunus, nexana TUXO U CIO-
KOMHO. A TIOTOM BIPYT JIMYMKO €€ CMOPUIWIOCH, U pa31ajics OITyIIUTENbHBIN IETCKUI PEB.

Bacunuii ucnyraiicst ¥ OT UCIyra 4yTh He BBIPOHWJI IUTATKO Ha I0J1, HO BOBPEMSI CIIOXBATUJICS.

— 3abepu ee OT MeHs1! — B3MOJIWJICS OH, oOpaIiasich K AHHe.

— Ceituac, ceiuac, rocrioguH. IToreprniure MunyTouky! {1 Tonpko MumyTky nepenenenaio!

— Yro nenathb-To € HEM? — BompoIan Bacunmil, MOHATUS HE UMEIOLIHI, KaK MOCTYIaTh C Opy-
IIMMHA MJIaJeHIIaAMU.

— YcnokonTe ee, rocrioguH, — I€JI0BUTO CKazajla AHHA, CIIOPO MesieHask MJIaIeHIIA.

— Kak? — BockmkHyn Bacummii. — Kak ycrniokanBaoT MyiaJIeHIIEB, OH HE 3HaJL.

AHHa B3IJIsSIHY/IA Ha OOSIpUHA, U ee pa3oOpall cMeX. Bacuimii Kperko nmpukai pedeHKa K ceoe
Y yrOBapHvBaJl €€ TPOMKUM I'PO3HBIM T'OJIOCOM:

— He nnaus! T'oBopio Tebe, He miayb, rynasi!

Ha nmuue Bacunus 3acteiia rpuMaca yxaca.

— Yto0BI IUTE YCIIOKOMIIOCH, €T0 KauaTh HaJIOOHO! — MojicKa3aia AHHa.

Bacunuii BHAI COBETY M HaYaJl paCKauMBaTh BHYUKY, [1a TaK PbSIHO, YTO AHHA UCITyraJlach, Kak
Obl y peOEHOUKA roJIoBa He 3aKPYKUJIACh.

Ho Hacre Takoit 060poT coObITHii MpHIliesicsi SIBHO 1o BKycy. OHa 3aTtuxJa, a korna Bacummii
OCMEJTUJICSI IOCMOTPETh BHYUKE B JIMIIO, YBUJIEN, YTO OHA YJIBIOAETCS.

— Hy BoT, rocnoauH, g U ynpaBuiach, JaBalTe Clofa JUTATKO! — cka3ana AHHa, MOAXoAs K
Bacunuio.

Tort ele Kakoe-To BpeMs JIIDOOBAJICS HA BHYUKY, a TOTOM HEXOTsI 0TI peOeHKa AHHe.

— Tot cmoTpu-ka! IutaTko-TO ynbidaeTcsi! — BOCKIMKHYJIAa KOpMUJIMLIA. — Bugartse, o gyiie e
MpUIILIACh AeAoBa 3a00Ta!

24



M. I'. AnekcanapoBa. «Ilomapok KpecTHOro»

Bacunmii cmytusics. Bmecte ¢ Tem, ero ogosieBaia HeNoHATHAS TOPAOCTh. PeOSHOK, 3aTUXIIIHIA
Ha ero pykax, MpuHec B QYIIy YCIIOKOGHUE W MEMSIIYI0 HeXHOCTh B cepiiie. M pacTonmuio Temio
9TOU HEKHOCTH Jie]| — PelIuiics OOSIpUH 3arOBOPUTH O CBOEM CTPaIaHUM.

— AHHYIIIKa, — XpUIUIO cKa3an Bacwmii. — MHe moroBoputh ¢ T000I0 HaJOOHO.

Kopmusiita MrHOBEHHO mocepbe3HesIa, TolyMaB, 4To XO351MH XOYeT €€ 32 UTO-TO BHIOPAHUTb.
Huxkakux mpoBHHHOCTEl OHa 3a cOOOM He MOMHUJIA, HO MaJIO JIU, YTO MOIJIO CITyYuThcsi! B Gosipckom
TepeMe OHa, TPOCTast My)XHYKa, IepBOe BpeMsI He 3HaJIa, KaK U IIary-To CTYIHTh, YTOO OTUIONTHOCTU
KaKoW He c/enarh.

— Yro cy4ymiock, rociofuH? — poOKo cripocuia AHHA, BU[IS, YTO Bacuimii CJIOBHO U He 3HaeT,
YTO CKa3aTh. — AJIM MPOBUHUJIACh Yyem? Aun He yroauia?

— Her, uto 11?7 — B3MaxHyn pykoio Bacunuii. — Bce, urto kacaemo Jerei, UCTIONHSIENTb Thl
cipasHo! S 0 Ipyrom noroBopuTh XOTe. . .

— Taxk 4t0 Xk TOrga, rocrroguH?

Bacunmii otep co j16a BHICTYITUBIINH MOT U, KAK B OMYT KHHYJICS:

— JIio6a 1ol MHe, AHHYIIKa! Tak B cepjlie 3anasa, 94To ¥ JIHEM, ¥ HOUbI0 0 TeOe JuIib tymaio! U
HE JTyMaJl, 4TO IO/l CTAPOCTh JIET TaKasi HAmacTh CO MHOIO IPUKJTIOYMTHLCS, @ BOT TIOJN XK Thl — TIOJTIOOWIT
TeOs1, KaK I0HeI| Kakou, U HeTy MHe 6e3 TeOs1 Ku3Hu !

AHHYIIIKa OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTH Ja OT CTpaxa OHeMeJa BOBCe.

— Hy 4ro ) Tbl MOumIb? — ropbko ckazai Bacuiuii. — Ko He Mul, Tak CKasku, CBOEBOJIb-
HUYATh HE CTAHY — HE T€ YK MOU TO[IpI. ..

Bacwunuii nepesen ayx.

— Hy He Momum, ckaxxu XoTh uTo-HMOYIL! XOTh pazOpanu!

W Bapyr Bacunmii 3ariakain. OTpoasch He MOMHIII 3a co00i Takou ciadboctu. [locieanuii pas
TIaKaJsI elle MaJIbuOHKOM, KOrja HOry 00 OCTpbIi KaMeHb pa3omi — 00J1b OblIa HecTepnumMoro. OTerl-
MOKOMHUK BBIPYTaJI €r0 TOr/a, CKa3all, 4To MYKHUKY IJIaKaTh He JOJKHO. Bce OH OJKeH TepreTs — U
00JIb BEJTUKYIO U MYKH CTpAIlIHbIe, a clie3bl — ynen 0aomii. C Tex mop Bacumnuii HU eMHOM CIIe3UHKU
He TipopoHmI. [lake Korjga 049 TIOOMMYIO B TIOCJESTHHNA €€ IMyTh MPOBOXKAJI U TO HE TUIAKaJ, a TyT
Ha Tebe!

— Yro BB, uTO BHI, rocnionyH! Kak MoxxHO Bam moouth MeHs?! 4 ske My)kuuKa, X0JIomKa Baia!
[Tpu Bamiem j1ocTaTke /1a 3HATHOCTH. . .

— Yrto MHe B MOel 3HaTHOCTH, /1a B JJOCTaTKe, Korjaa Te0s psimoM Het?! — BBIIoXHYT Bacummid,
yTUPasi HEPUBBIYHBIC CKYTIbIE CJIE3HI.

AHHa ocMernena, oAHsIa OeNTyio CBOIO PYKY, C KOTOPOU COITUTH YK MO3OJIH OT TIPEXHEN Cypo-
BOH *W3HU OCTaBIIMECS, U omTaawia Bacuims no ronose.

— I'pemHo 310! — CKa3asia oHa pa3aymMmuuBO. — Benp jkeHa y Bac xkuBasi-nopoasi! Kak xe s
el B I71a3a-TO CMOTPETh Oyy?

— A 161 0 Mapde He Gecriokoiicsi! — ¢ HeMCTpeOMMOI 37T0CTHIO B rosioce cKasan Bacummid. —
3a Te rofsl I0rue, YTO MPOXKUI 51 C Hel, HA OIHOTO CJIOBA JIACKOBOTO OHA MHE He CKa3aJia, HA pa3y
HEXHOCTH OT Hee KaKOM, JTACKU s1 He BHUJEJ — ONPOTHBEJIAa OHa MHE, XyXkKe CMepTH HaJoea.

— Yro0 ropopure Takoe! — BOCKJIMKHYJ1a AHHA. — OHa ke jKeHa BaM, B CBSATOM LIEPKBU BEHUAH-
Has. JIUTATKO OHAa BaM poauiia HeHarsiHoe !

— JlaBHO ye MPEeCTYINUIA MBI C Hell BCe 3allOBe/IN IIEPKOBHBIE, Bce 0OETHI, IPH CBATOM BeHYA-
HUM JIpyT Ipyry aanHble! HeHaBuky 51 ee Oojee 4eM caMoro 3710ro Bpara CBoero!

Bacunmii pasropsiansics. [[pixaHue ¢ XpHUIoM BeIPHIBAJIOCH U3 €T0 TPY/IU, HO3APH Pa3IyBaUCh,
a ra3a OyecTenu, CJIOBHO JIBa yIJIA.

— Yro xe 10 modepu Moeid, HacTeHbkr HEeHarIsiIHOM, TO HeT ee Oose! BeipacTteT mo BecHe
3eJieHa TpaBa Ha ee Moruie! — Bacwiuil iepeBesn JipIxaHve, BHOBb TIOYYBCTBOBAB, UTO K TOPIY €roO
TMOZICTYIaeT KOMOK. — HUKOro y MeHs1 He ocTajioch Ha cBeTe 6ejioM, Kpome TeOs1, AHHYIIKa!
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— Jla, oJytHO, MOJIHO, TOCTIOAWH ! — B3BOJTHOBAHHO CcKa3ayia AHHA. — Pa3Be k MOXKHO U3-3a MEHS,
MYKUYKH [TPOCTOM, TaK yOMBaThCs !

— 3o0Bu MeHs1 Bacunuem, — ycraino nonpocun 6osipud. — He rocnionuH s1 Tebe — cama Thl MHE
rOCIOXa HA BEKH BEYHBIC.

W rtakas myka Obuta B rosioce Bacumsi, uto AHHE CTajio HecTepnumo xajb ero. OHa Bcerga
Obl1a 100pa K JIOIsSAM U cTapayiach IOMorath UM, 4eM moria. Jlionu miatunm e tem sxe. Tenepb ot
Hee TpeOOBaJI KePTBHI HE BEIIECTBEHHOM, HO TYIIICBHOM.

— Ckaxu X0Tb cJ10BO! — poaosikai MouTh Bacumuii. — Eciiv oTkazaTs pelunia, To npu3Haiics,
HE TOMH.

— 41 He 3HaI0, YTO U MOJIBUTH, — TUXO MpH3HATach AHHA. — Jlail MHe BpeMs, OOSIpyH, B TyIle
cBoeil pa3oOparbcs. B rosoBe y MeHs Tereph TpUALATh TpU Oepe3bl, U BCE B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI KJIO-
HATCH. ...

— Honro i gymMath cTaHemib? — ¢ Oe3bICXOIHOM TOCKOM B royioce Cpocuil Bacummid.

— K Beuepy nam oTBeT, — oTBeTMIa AHHA M TIOC/IE MTHOBEHHOTO pa3ayMbsi foOaBuia. — Komum
Haiay B ceOe CMEJIOCTH, TO TBOCIO CTaHy, a HET, TAK 3aBTPa Ha PaccBETe MOKUHY TEPEM.

— Kyna sxe noiiaenis Thl? — MCITyraHHO cripocuil Bacummid.

— A Kyza raza msasaT — Pych Benmkal

— IIponagers, ¢ pedbenkoM-To! — mpoctoHan Bacumnmid.

— Cger He 6e3 noOpbIX moaei. .. Jla Thl TOroay, s K OTBETa ellle He JIaBaja. . .

Ha tom pasroBop u KoHuwmics. Bacuiuii BbIeNT U3 TOPHUIIB MTOKAYMBASICh, JIUIO €ro ObLIO
OnenHo. Mapda, CTONKHYBIIAsCS ¢ My)XKeM B HIDKHEH manare, MoAyMmala, 4To CYNpYr ee XMeJeH.
Ona npuBBIYHO MOfkKasa ryosl, oTyero Bacuimii uyTh ObLIO He 3aIyCTHIT B HEe PE3HON CKaMeeuKoi,
CTOSIBILIEH BO3JIE OKHA.

Mapda, Oyaro pasrajiaB ero OMBICIBI, OBICTPO IOPKHYJIA B IBEPS.

—9TO0 HAJIO X, 10 Yero Joies Ha crapoctu-To Jjiet! C yTpa 3es1eHo BUHO akath! Kpecra Ha HeM,
upoze, Hery! — nmpodopmotana Mapga cKBo3b 3yObl ¥ HANIPABUJIACh B CBETEJIKY, BHYUYKY IIPOBE/IATb.

o Beuepa Bacumuii mecta cebe He Haxogwi. [IaBHO yX He OBJaJeBal UM TaKHe CHIIbHbIC
yyBcTBa. UTo Oyner, ecniu AHHa eMy oTKaxeT? Kak KUTb OH CTaHEeT, eXeJl TIOKUHET OHa ero Jom?
Viizer, OCTaBUT €ro OJMH Ha OIUH C ero JI000BbI0 1 Tocko! Panu gyero torga xurth? Kak 6egoBars
OTITyILLIEHHbIE TOJ1b1?

AHHY TOXe roganu coMHeHusl. He mopasioBana ee rocnonckasi JioOOBb, KOTOpasi, TOBOPSIT,
Xyxke rHeBa. ['pex Beb BEJMKUI — IIPU )KUBOM-TO KEHE C €€ MYKEM CIaAUThCH !

OpnHako x ere 6ojee myrajia ee MbICITb, YTO KOJIM OTKaxeT oHa Bacunuio, mpunercs et coou-
paTbecsl B My Th-I0POKEHBKY. XOTh M Kperuiach OHa nipes Bacunuem, roBopsi, 4to, MoJI, CBET He 6e3
JOOPBIX JTIONEH, a BCe PAaBHO OOSI3HO OBLIO TIOCIIE TIPUBOJIBHON U CBITHOM JKU3HU YXOIUTH [0 MUPY —
112 HEe OJTHOM, C TaKOU 00y301 Ha pyKax!

Bausocts ke ¢ OosipruHOM cynuia Ofara HEMCYHUCIIUMBbIE, O KOTOPHIX AHHA M MOMBICTUTH HE
cMena, 1a ¥ He Mbiciiia. OJJHO TOJBKO 3HaJIa OHA — XOTh U CTPAIIIHO, U TPEIIHO — a o0 eil O0sipuH,
XOTh M HEMOJIOJ] OH, XOTh ¥ HpaBOM KpyT. OHa ofjHa pasrJisjena B HeM 100pOTy, KOTOpOW OH TOKa-
3bIBaTh He XoTell. Uib, kak ¢ Hactenbkoit HsaHuwmics! [la Bot u Hactenbka — He BUasia oTiia-MaTepH,
a TYT ellle ¥ KOPMIJIKa ee OPOCHT. ..

K Beuepy AHHa HaXOAMJIACh B TIOTHOM CMSITEHUM 1yBCTB. BIUITHO, HEKy/1a 1eBaThCsl — MPUIETCS
OTBETUTDb OOsIpUHY coracueM. [la uto monu ckaxyT? Beap HUUero He yrauib B TepeMe, cpasy Bes
YeJisiib TIPOHIOXAET, U TIOHECYTCS CIYXH... A UTO CKaXeT 3aKOHHAasl jKeHa, Kak MpOBEHaeT, 4To ee
CYIIPYT C MY KUUKOH cHIoXauicsi? OX, MasiTHO, TOIIHO Ha AyIIIe. ..

CyMepku TeM BpeMeHeM OKYTaJIM TePeM M MSTKO 3aTeMHWIM OKHO. AHHA BO3UJIACH C IETbMH,
a cama 4yTKO MPUCITYIIMBAIACh, OKUIas Tsokenon noctynu Bacunus. Tlapy pa3 et mokasanock, 4to
OH HJIeT, U AHHA 3aMHpaa, Kak COJISHOM CTONO, He B CHUJIaX JBUHYTh HU PYKOM, HU HOTOH.
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MuazieHniam Kak OyITo repeanoch ee BOJTHEHNE, U OHU Pa3HIOHIIINCH, PACIIAKaJINCh, 1A TakK,
Y10 AHHE HUKAK He yJ1aBaJoCh UX YTOMOHUTb.

3a IeTCKUM KpUKOM AHHa He paccibliiaia, Kak JBepb TOPHUIIBI OTKPbUIACh, Bollen Bacunuii.
CrpateH 6bU1 OONMK €ro — OJeHBIN, C 3alaBIIMMH J1a3aMH, Ka3aicsi OOSPUH MPUTOBOPEHHBIM K
HEMHHYEMOW CMEPTH.

VBuUEB, YTO TBOPUTCS B TOPHUIIE, YCIIBIIIAB UCTOIIHBIE IETCKHE KPUKU, Bacummii xoTen 610
TIEPBBIM JIEJIOM BBICKOYMTH 32 IBEPh U TaM MEpexkJaTh, Moka AHHA JeTel He ycrokouT. Ho motom oH
3aMeTWJI, KaK TPSCYTCSl AHHHMHBI PYKH, KaK JPOXar ee TyObl, ¥ MOHSLI, YTO OHA BOT-BOT 3arljlavyeT.

Bacummii, He monro mymasi, cxBatuil HacTeHbKy M Havyanm yKauuBarh ee MOJI00HO TOMY, Kak
JeJ1aj 3To yTpoM. PeGeHOK MIrHOBEHHO 3aMOJTJall U ycTaBUjIcs Ha Aena. Bckope por Hacrenbku pac-
TSHYJICS B JIyKaBOM YJIBIOKE, M OHA 3ary/niia, MbITasiCh BHIIPOCTAaTh PyUKy U3 MEJEHOK. DTO e yrua-
nock, 1 Hacts, 4to ecTh cuiibl, BUENUIach B 0By Oopody. Bacuiuii 4yTh He B3BBUI OT OONU U
MOCTApAJICS OTLENUTh PYYOHKY. [la He Ha Ty Harasl — KPernkKo BLEMUJIACh IEBUypKa B HOBYIO HSIHBKY!

MuiiyTKa TeM BpeMeHeM MpOoAoJIKall TUlakaTh. AHHA TIIETHO MBITAJIACH YCIOKOUTD €ro, cama
YyTb He MJ1a4a. Bacunmii, KOTOpoMy yiaiock OCBOOOIUTH CBOIO OOPOTY OT IIETTKUX PYYOHOK, Iepeaa
Awnne Hacrtio u, B3s1B y Hee MuIyTKy, CHOBa Hauasl KadyaTh. Kak HU cTpaHHO, peOSHOK cpasy ke, Kak
10 BOJIIIIEOCTBY, YMOJIK.

— Ox, criacu60, mocoOm! — ycraso ckazana AHHa, Korja 00a MaJjiblia ObLTH YJI0KESHBI B JIIOIbKA
Y TIPOJOJIKANIU TYJUTh TaM, CIIOBHO JIEJISICh IPyT C APYroM BriedyamieHUussMA. Hactsi, TOKHO OBbITh,
roBeajia 0 YyaHOU JeJ0BO Oopojie, a MuIryTka 0 ToM, Kak IOHPaBUIJIOCh MY Ka4aThCsl Ha OOJTBIITUX
Y CUJIbHBIX pyKax.

— Jla He 3a 4TO, — yrpioMo orBeTHa Bacunmii. Mim cHOBa oBnajena podocTh, U CTpax U3-3a
TOTO, YTO AHHA MOKET eMy OTKa3aTb, IPOKPAJICS B €ro ceptie. — 51 3a OTBETOM MpHIIe, — J00aBUT
Bacunuii, nepeMrHasich ¢ HOTH Ha HOTY.

— 3Halo, 3a4eM Tl MPHIIIEN, — OTBETWIA AHHA, TIBITASICh CIIpATaTh OT Bacunus raza.

— Hy u kxakoB TB0I1 0TBeT OyaeT? — ¢ JPOXKbIO B rosoce cripocui Bacummii. OH noforen Kk AHHe
Y OCTOPOXHO TPHITOAHSLI €€ JIUIIO TaK, YTOOBl MOKHO ObLIO TIOCMOTPETD B IJIa3a.

— Konu tebe HyxHa Takas riynas 6ada, Kak ... Konu perm Tel, 4To MyXHYKa TeOe MUsIen
OOSIPBIHU. . .

l'ostoc AHHBI TpepBasIcs, U MO IIEKaM €€ 3aCTPYUIIUCH CJIE3bI.

— He Tomu! — ¢ Tockoto B rosioce monsui Bacuinmii.

— Tak BoT... Konu HyxHa Tebe Takas... bepu mens, Bacummii!

Bosipun 3actbin Ha Mecte. Koraa e 10 Hero JIo1iesn CMBICI CKa3aHHOTO, HEBBIPA3UMOoe 00Jier-
YyeHue npunuio K Hemy. CJIOBHO TsDKeJIbld KaMeHb, Ja YTO TaM KaMeHb — BaJyH CTOMYIOBBIiA, CBa-
JIUJICS C €0 Cepila.

— Cnasa Bory! — ToJ1bKO ¥ MOT' BBIMOJIBUTH OH. — $1 y OBUIO TIOIyMaJl, YTO OTKAXKEITb Thl MHE!

— Kabw! B cunax Obuia, Tak oTkaszana Obl! Jla, BUgaTh, cyapOa Mosi Takas. . .

Horosoputh AHHe Bacunmii He 1an. OH nofories K Hed, OOHSUT TaK, YTO KOCTOUYKHU XPYCTHYIIH,
a TIOTOM BITWJICSI B TYOBI TOPSTYMM TpyOOBaTHIM TOLETTYeM, B KOTOPbIN BJIOKHJI BCIO CBOIO JIIOOOBb U
CTpacTh.
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I'JIABA 6

B 1y xe Houb npuen Bacunmii k AHHe, /1a Tak U OCTasCsl O MEpBBIX neTyxoB. He mor oH
OTOpBAaThCsl OT OEIoro MbIIHOro Teia. Cam He MOHMMAJ, YTo ¢ HUM TBOpUTCs. CTonbKux 0abd Ha
CBOEM BeKY MepeBu/ial, a TAKOTO C HUM CpoAy He ciy4aioch. Kaxaplil pa3 moOus1 oH AHHY, CIOBHO
B MOCJIETHUH Pa3.

WM notexia xu3Hb cyacuiMBas. Bacuimii HapagoBaTbes Ha CBOW AHHYIIKY He Mor. Ocelnal
ee MUJIOCTSIMH, ofieBall, 00yBaJ. Jla TOMbKO MOJIOyXa, YT0O MOA03PEHNsI He BO3HUKJIN, OCOOEHHO-TO
1IeApoTaMu OOSIPCKUMU He Mosb3oBasack. HeynoOHo eii OblIo B I71a3a JII0ASAM JIE3Th.

Hecmotps Ha T0, yto Bacunuii 0oco6o He Tausics U CTpacTH CBOed K AHHE He CKpbIBaJl, HUKTO
U3 cIIyr, Aa 1 cama Mapda, Hu 0 yeM Bpoje Obl He Jora/ilBayIuch. X03siKa 3aMeTua, npasja, 4ro
Bacunmii cras coBceM yK peiko 3aryisiIbIBaTh B OMOYMBAIBHIO, HO PEIINIIa, YTO OH CHOBA 3a3HOOY
Ha CTOPOHE HalllesI, ¥ B3/I0OXHYJIa ¢ O0JIErYeHUEM.

A Anna Tem BpemeHeM pacipena. OHa U Tpex/e Oblla KpacaBuIleH, ceivac e OT JIOOBH
OOSPCKOM, OT JIACKHM, OT JOBOJBCTBA CTajla TaKOW KpacaBHLIEH, YTO IJ1a3 OTBECTU Hesb3s. Mapda
CMOTpeJIa Ha KOPMUJIMLLY M YAUBIISIIACh.

— Hapo xe, 10 4ero HEeKOTOphIX 0ad MaTEpUHCTBO KPacuT! — rOBOPHJIA OHA OIHAXK[BI JICBKE,
KOTOpas eil BO BceM NpUCTykUBaja. — 5, BOT, HOMHUTCS, MOypPHENA, ONPOCTaBIINCh. Boock! ki1ou-
KaMH JIe3J1, 3yObl OoJiev. .. A AHIOTKAa-TO TTaBOM XOAUT!

— 310, TOCMOXA, OTTOTO, YTO OHA MAJIbUMKA HAPOAMIIA — MAJIBUMILIKK Oabe BCeraa BIPOK UAYT.
A BBI JIEBOUKOW pa3pelIniIvcCh, JeBKa Yy MaTepH 3aBcerja BCI0 KpacoTy 3abupaet! — 3asBuia Ciy-
KaHKa.

OpHako cama OHa cTajia IPUIVIABIBATECA K AHHE — MAJIBYMK-TO MAJIBYMKOM, Aa YTO-TO MO3[I-
HOBAaTO KOPMIJIMLIA XOPOLIETh Hayaia. MaJbIy-To YK MOJIroja ckopo!

Bacunuii ke Bee yarle cra 3aJyMbIBaTbhcsl HaJl TeM, 4To ckopo Hactenbka noxpacrer u Kop-
MUJIMIIA el He HyKHa ctaHeT. YTo Torna AHHa aenarb Oyaer? MoxHO ObuIo Obl OCTaBUTh €€ B HsIHb-
Kax, TaK Be/lb BCE BpeMsl IETH PAAOM KPYTUThCs OyAyT U IHEM, M Houblo. .. Hexoporo sto. 1 npo-
CTOH TPHCITYKHUIIEH JIeNaTh ee He TOAUTHCS — OHA-TO, MOXKET, M COIJIachiiach Obl, 1a HE TIOTEpPIUT
storo Bacummii!

Otroro 3agyman OH HaWTH U1 AHHBI MECTEUKO IMOJTy4IIE M IOCJIE€ HEKOTOPBIX COMHEHUI
pEeLInI MOCTaBUTh ee KJouHMLei. beut, npana, y Hux kimoyHuk — Edpum. Ilo yectn ckaszarb, HU
pasy OH HU B 4eM He npoBuHMIICA. Ho paau 3a3H00bI 4ero Toibko He caenaeis! Bot u permn Bacu-
JIMI KJIIOYHHUKA TOJl MOHACTHIPD TIOJIBECTH, & BMECTO HEero AHHY rnoctaButb. OHO ObI MOKHO OBLITO U
IIPOCTO €ro NOrHaTh — pa3Be Xk He rocrnoguH Bacunuil B Tepeme cBoeM — 1a Mapde 310 nokaxercs
CTPaHHBIM, 3aIO03PUT OHA HeslagHoe. BospuHy-TO Bee paBHO — mycTh Oecutest BeapMa! [la Tonmbko
AHHyIIKA IJ1aKaj1a-MOJIWIa — He TIOJBECTU €€, He OTKPbIBATh TAWHOTO. ..

Hypnoe neno Hexutpoe. Kak-to 3amen Bacuimil B KaMOpKy KJIIOYHMKA M, TIOKA €r0 TaM He
ObL110, NepenpaBu1 LU(pEpKH B KHIXKHULE, Ky/la BCE IPUIACHI Ja BCE I0XO/Ibl C PACXOJAMU MPHJIEKHBIM
Edumom 3aHeceHs! ObLIH.

KoHneuHo, kmouyHMK HAYero He 3ameTwl. Ene He pa3 3ane3an Bacuiuil B KHUTHM U 1071 KOHeIl
roza cymma, sikoosl EprMoM y x03s1eB yKpaaeHHas1, Oblja ke JOBOJIBHO BEJIMKA.

Bacuimit xpan. MinageHus! nogpacraai. OHM yke HauMHAJIN XOOUTb, MepecTymas MyXJIbIMU
HEYKJIIO)KMMHU HOKOHKaMU, U Beceso Tynuid. HacteHeka, Benien 3a Muxaiinoid, HazplBasla AHHYILKY
MaMo#. .. YCIIyrv KOPMUJIMIIBL CTAJIM TIOUYTH yKe He HYXHBI, U OHa Bce Oosee 3ameHsuia HacreHbke
HAHbKY. OHako %k Mapda xenaia cama 3aHMMaTbCsl CO CBOEW BHYYKOH, a [IOTOMY OCTaBajiach AHHa
He y Jel.

Bacunmii moHsi1, 4TO HacTasno BpeMs JericTBoBarh. OHaXbl OH BhI3BaI K cebe Eduma.
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— Hy uTo0, npuiiio BpeMss KHATU NPOBEPUTH, — CKa3aJl OH KJIIOYHMKY, KOrJa TOT IpejcTall
nepest X03MHOM.

Takoe ciydanoch U pansliie, 1o3toMy EprM HUCKOIBKO HE YIUBUICS U IOKOPHO MOIUIEJNCS 32
KHUTOW. BepHyBIINCH, OH C MOKJIOHOM BpyumJI ee Bacuimio u TOT yrimyOusics B MOACYETHL. Y KII0Y-
HHUKa COBECTh ObIa YMCTA, ¥ OH TONTAJICS PS/IOM — CKy4YaJl, TIO3EBbIBAJL.

— He croii Han ayioit! — npukpukHyn Ha Hero Bacunmii. — Csapb BOH Ha JIaBKY.

Edum npumocTtuiics Ha Kpaelike JaBKU U TEPHEIUBO KAAJ.

— 310 4TO TaKkoe! — BAPYr Bckpuuan Bacunmii.

— Y10 He Tak, rOCHOAUH? — MTHOBEHHO MOJCKOYMJI K HEMY KJIIOUHHUK.

— Twl eme cipammBaTh CMeelllb, YTO He Tak? — rpoMyYe MPekXHEro BO30MMI OOsIprH. — Anu 3a
aypaka MeHs aepxuib? Hudupu-to He cxonsares!

— Kak e cxoparcsa? — mobeneBmmmMuy rydamu miposiernietan Egpum.

— JIOJIKHBI CXOAUTHCS!

— 41 3nat0, uto MoyKHBI! HoO 10 BcemMy BBIXOUT, UTO Thl MeHsI 000K paJI, cMepn!

— [Momwutyii, rocnofuH! — BOCKIMKHYT HecyacTHbIN Edum, Basisich Ha kosnenu. — Hukorga Hu
KOIMNEWKU U3 TBOEW Ka3HBbI 51 He yTauBasl! 3a 4TO HalpacauHy BO3BOIUIIb?!

—UYro % 1, MO-TBOEMY K KJIeBeTe criocodeH? — Brasl B ApocTh Bacumii. — Twl utO, cMepy1, MeHs
OOBUHHTH XOYEIITh?

— Kak mory s, rocioqua?! 41... s TONBKO. ..

— Wnu, cumraii cam, cmepyt HeOaroiapHsIi !

Edum ytknyscs B kaury. Ha ra3a ero Haberanu ciessl, U U(epKH CIMBATUCh BMecTe. Tak u
€CTb — JIEHET HE XBaTaJjlo, IPU4YeM MHOTO He XBaTaJlo, TAKUX JeHer y E¢puma 1 He BoInIoCch OTPOASCh.

— Kak ke tak! — 4yTb He 3arutakai oH. — Kak Takoe ciyduTbcsi MOIIIO?

— Bor u s Te6s1 0 Tom cnpammBaio! — Bckpuvan Bacunmii. — JJaBHO J1b BOpOBaTh HAyqMIICH,
cmepa?

Edum momuan. Yro ckazath, KOrja caMm OH CBOMMHU IJIa3aMU BUJIUT, YTO [IUGPHI HU B KaKyIO HE
cxonsatcs! KmouHMK BHOBb CKJIOHWIICSI HAJl KHUTOM, TIEPECUUTHIBAsI BCE CBI3HOBA, OYITO 3TO MOIJIO
YTO-TO U3MEHUTb.

Tem BpemMeHeM, KpUK MYKHUI YCJIBIIIIAB, BOILIA B nanaty Mapda.

— YT0 Takoe? — XOJIOJHO OCBEJOMMUJIACh OHA.

— He 6abwbe eno, yxonu, — orpesan Bacumuii, Ho 3aTeM rnmogymalt, uto jydine OyaeT mpu Mapde
KJIIOYHMKA CPaMUTh, YTOO CBOMMH TJIa3aMU BUJIENA.

— Kak s normsiky, Bce, 4T0O B TOM JIOME ITPOUCXOIUT — HE MOE JIEJI0, — JIEASHBIM TOHOM CKa3aJja
Mapda 1 npe3puTesbHO MoKaia ryobl.

— Kimounuk Har mpoBopoBajicsi, — OypkHys Bacunmii, 6yaTo Obl CMEHMB I'HEB Ha MIJIOCTb.

— Kak? E¢um?! — ynusnenHo nepecnpocuia Mapda. — Buith TOro He Mosxer!

— 41 Toke cHavasa rma3am cBouM He noBepul. Jla mudupu-to He ooManyT! Exxenv M BepuTh,
0OKpabIBaJl OH HAC JABHO yXKe, UPOJ TPEKJISTHIH !

— Dro npaena, E¢pum? — obparunack Mapda K KJIIOYHUKY, BCe ellle He kelas MOBEPUTh B
CJTyYMBILIEECS.

— IlpaBaa, rocroxa, uro B kuurax Hegouet! Ho Borom kisiHych, uto He Opan s aeHer! He
Opan! — Ha Ia3ax KJIIOYHUKA BHOBb BBICTYNHJIM crie3bl. — CKOJBKO JIET 51 BaM BEpOI0 U MPaBOI0
ciyxui! Hu rpoia He yBopoBall, a O TaKMX AEHbrax J1axe 1 MOMBICIUTb He MOT!

— Moxer, omubces o1, Epum, ipu osicuerax ? Cam ce0st 0OMaHyJ1, a 320/THO U X0351€B CBOUX ? —
Bonpocwia Mapda.

— Tak Beap cpomy 3a MHOM Takoro He ObLIO. .. — B310XHYN Edum.

— Hemomnon 1o1 yxe, E¢puM — yMm yk He Tak OCTp, Kak mpexie, — nojjaakHyia Mapda. — He
cepyaii Ha Hero, Bacunuii! He HakasbiBaii ciyry BepHOro!
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—9x, Edpum, Epum! — B3noxnyn Bacunmil. — Bor BUAKT, 4TO O JIyyIlleM KJIIOUHUKE S ¥ IOMBIC-
JIUTh HE MOT, HO, BEPHO, U B CAMOM JIeJIe CTap Thl CTaJ Jyisi CBOer JOJKHOCTU. HakaspiBath s Te0s
HE CTaHy, HO U KJIIOYHUKOM TeOe Oonee yx He ObITh. [JokuBaii CBOIO CTAPOCTh B TEILIE, /1a B MOKOE
— BHYKOB HSIHYAil.

Edum B3goxHyn ¢ obnerdyenuem. JIaBHO yk coOMpasics Ha TOKOW YUTH, Ja He 3HaJ, Kak C
XO35TMHOM Pa3roBOp 3aBECTH. ..

— Wnu, Edpum. Cerogns eie cBoM 00S3aHHOCTU BBHITIOJHSIH, a Y& KOTJa HOBOTO KJTIOYHUKA
Ha3Havy, eMy Bce Nepejail.

KJTI0UHHMK MOKJIOHWIICS] — HU3KO, JIO 3€MJIH U, MSTSCh, MCYe3 32 ABEPHIO.

— Koro  Tbl BMECTO HEro MocTaBuIllb? — TPEBOXKACH, CIipockiia Mapda, OCTaBIIUCh C CyTIPyroM
Hae/uHe.

— He 3Haro emmie. .. Moxer, y Te0st €CTh KTO Ha mpumeTe?

—MHoro y Hac ci1yT, 1a Te, B Ubeid BEPHOCTU U YECTHOCTH 51 yBEPEHa, YK B BO3pacTe, — OTBeYaia
Mapda. — Passe, Tosibko AHHa. ..

— Kakas Anna? — nenanHo yausuics Bacuuid.

— Kopmwmuiia HacrenpkuHa. S maBHO 3a Hell HaOmonmao — 6aba oHa yMHasi, YeCTHas, Aa U
rpaMorte, u c4eTy oOydeHa. ..

— Tak oHa x jaeTbMM 3aHsATa! — BOoCKJIMKHYJ Bacwmuii. — Korja x el erie u ¢ X03s1iiCTBOM
yIpaBJATbCA?

— Dxma! Benomuwmn! Jletsim yx ckopo rox Oymer! — BockimkHyaa Mapda. — Xortena g ¢
HacreHnbkoii cama 3aHUMAThCs, Ja 9yBCTBYIO, UTO CTapa CTajla LIeJIbli IeHb 32 PeOSHKOM IJISI/IETh, TaK
YTO BCE PABHO HSIHBKY BO3bMY. 320/IHO U 32 MUIITYTKOH MTPUTJISIIUT.

Bacumii ciioBHO nipu3aiyMascsi — HaxMyprJ1 OpOBH.

— A cnpaBuTCcs AHIOTKA-TO? — HAKOHEL! CIIPOCKII OH.

— baGenka oHa xBaTKasi, cpa3y BUAHO. A He CIPaBUTCS — HAEM KOTO Jpyroro.

— Jlagno, nocnymaio s Te0s... Ha ceii pa3... — mpoOypuan Bacummii. B aymie oH JimkoBa, 4to
BCE TaK CKJIAJHO MOJTYyYMIIOCh, HO JIUIIO €70 OCTaBaJIOCh YT PIOMbIM.

Tak u crana AHHA KTIOYHUIEH. YTO ¥ TOBOPUTH, 0OS3aHHOCTEN Y Hee MPUOaBUIIOCh U, TIEPBOE
BpeMs Y HEe YM 3a pa3yM 3axXOauJl.

Ouenp AnHe nomor E¢um. OH OOBSACHSI €, KaKk YYUTHIBATh Pa3HOOOpa3sHOE XO3SHCKOe
100po, KaK 3aHOCUTh B KHUTY MPUOBLTb U YOBITKH M €llle MHOTOMY M3 TOro, O YeM AHHA paHee He
BeAaJIA.

[ToctenenHo AHHa TPUBBIKJIA K CBOEMY HOBOMY TMOJIOKEHUIO, U € OHO Jake Hayasjao Hpa-
BUThCs. CIyrul ¥ paHblile OTHOCHIIVCH K HEel C yBaKEHHEM, a Terephb TaKk U BOBCE CTAIM UyTh JIA HE
KaK C XO3SIMKOH ¢ Hel oOpamarbcs — TO JIM MPUMETWIIN, YTO Baciinii K HOBOHM KJTIOUHMIIE HEPOBHO
JBIIIUT, & MOXKET U BrpaBay nomoowmu. [loopa Obuta AHHA, ClipaBe[yiMBa, rpyooro cjioBa OT Hee
HUKTO HE CIIBIIIA. ..

W nHa neteit He MOI/IM HapaloBaThcs B Tepeme. HezameTHO Kak-To BhIpociu oHM — HacTeHnbpka
cTaJjia 1J1a3acTo JeBUOHKOM, MOX0KEN Ha MOKOMHYIO MaTh U JIMIIOM, U HpaBOM. XOXOTYHbSI, HENoce/1a
— MHOM pa3 CTOHAJ OT €€ MAJIOCTEN CTapblid TEpEM.

— Oii-0i, 4TO 32 BHy4YKa y MeHsl pacteT! — cToHau, ObiBasio, Bacummii. — bena mue ¢ Heit Oyner!

BriBasto, pacimamurecs Hactenpka, cinagy ¢ Hel Hukakoro HeT. Tonbko Muxania Mor yroMOHUTb
ee — XOTb U POBECHUKM OHM OBbUIM, a pa3IyMyUMBell ObLI MaJIbuMK, CIIOKOWHEN U creneHHen. Kak ¢
paBHOI poc OH psiioM ¢ HacTeHbKoW ¥ TOBOPHMII C HEl, Kak ¢ PaBHOM, a MHOM pa3 U CBBICOKA OpaHMUIT
3a TIPOKa3Hbl.

Mapda no-npexxHeMy MHOTO 3aHUMaJIach C IEThbMHU, HO 32 TIOCTIeIHEe BpeMsl OHA CHUTBHO C/IaJia.
«BuaHo, MokoitHast 104b BCE 3710pPOBbE €€ B MOTWIIY YHEC/Ia», — HIeNTala yensap. Bee yaie u yaine
roCrioka MPOBOAMJIA B MOCTENH IIeJble JHHU, KaJoBalach TO Ha TOJIOBY, TO HA JKMBOT, a YTO y Hee
OONHUT Ha CaMOM JieJie — U caMa He 3HaJa.
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A Bacunuii 611 cuacive ¢ AHHOI. KpoMe Hee HUKOro He HY)KHO eMy ObLJIO Ha CBeTe OeJloM.
Kaxnpiit nens Gnarogapuit 6osiprH bora, 3a To, 4TO MOCTIaI OH €My TaKOe CYacThe Ha 3aKate JHEH.

Mapda o cBsizu cBOEro My:xa ¢ KJIIOUHHUIIEH MO-TIPeKHEMY He JorajaplBajiack. [la, eciu npu-
3HAThCSA, €l U rajjaTb-TO HE XOTEJIOCh O TOM, i€ CYIIPYT €€ M0 HOoYaM MpOMaJaeT, 1a ¢ KEM XOpPOBO-
autcs. Yysina OOspbIHS, YTO HEOro efl yXK MO 3eMJie XOIUTb, YTO CKOPO OTIIPABUTCSI OHA B IYTh
najeKkuid, HeBO3BpaTHbIN. «CKOpO, TOUYEHbKa, Mpuay 5 K Tede!» — mernTana oHa B TEMHOTY OTOYH-
BaJIbHU. M TOpBKO cTaHOBIIIOCh Mapde OT MBIC/IH, YTO HE CTaHEeT ee, a )KU3Hb Oy/IeT POAOIKAThCS,
41O O€3 Hee BBIPACTET BHYYEHbKA, 3aHEBECTUTCSL. . .

Tpu roga mporuio ¢ Tex nop, Kak 3amMaHu1 Bacunmmit AHHY k ceGe B TepeM. Tpu roga He 3HaIa
oHa ropsi-Oefibl, 1a Ta, OKa3bIBaeTCs, 3a moporom nomxkuaana. Crana AHHa 3aMedaTh, YTO HENAJHO
¢ He#t uto-To. Eff, omHOro pebeHouka yxe poauBIIeH, TaaTh AOJATO He MPUIILUIOCH — MOHsIa AHHa,
YTO TSIKEJIA.

TyT-T0 M HakaTUIa Ha Hee Tocka. Yto menats? Kak OwiTh? [IpoiineT coBceM HEMHOTO BpeMeH!
Y CJIyT'U NIPpUMEeYaTh HAYHYT, YTO KJTIOUYHMIA KaK Ha JPOXKIKax IyXHET, Ja Bce ¢ ofHoro mecra. M no
Mapdwi ciyx nouzer! [Ipuaercs Torna oTBeT aepkarh. X035iKa K Hell OJIarOBOJIUT, HAYHET BBICIIpa-
IMBaTh, KTO BUHOBHHUK TOMY, 3aXOYET MOKEHUTD. .. A 4TO eil AHHA CKaKeT, KaK MOBUHUTCS?

Ene noxpanace AHHa HOYM, KOT/Ia MpHIIe] K Hell Bacuimii — BCTpeTnia ero, apoxa, OOHsia
XOJIONHBIMHU PYKaMH, IPUHUKJIA. . .

— UYro ¢ Toboi, AHHYymIKa? AJib COCKyYHJIach Tak 1o MHe? A mMoxeT, 3axBopaa Thi? Ckaxu,
HE TauCh. ..

— 3axBopaa... — OTBeuajga AHHa, OITyCKas rjia3a.

— Tak mosxeT nekapsi mo3Barbh? AX Thl, TOCIIOH, PYKHU-TO Y TeOsl XOJIOAHBIE, ¥ OJIe[HA THI. . .

— He Hano nekapsi, — THXOHBKO OTBeYaia AHHA, IPUCAKUBASICh HA Kpail j1oka. — OObIuHast 3Ta
XBOPb, KaK y Bcex 0a0... Ckopo yx He Jiekapsi, a 6aOKy-TIOBUTYXY 3BaTh MpHaeTcsi!

XOoTb ¥ 1myTHIa AHHA, @ BHYTPU BCe APOXKAJIO y HEe — YTO-TO OTBETHUT el OosipuH? Moxer,
BBIOPAHUT, J1a ¥ TIOTOHUT U3 TepeMa, KaK MapIIrByl0 COOAUOHKY ?

Ho Bacunwmii He OpaHucs, 1a 1 HAYero He TOBOPWJI — CTOSUI, OMYCTUB PYKH, B30p OIyCTell.
He sxnan oH Takoit Bectd, 4to 1 roBopuTb. C Mapdoii CKOJIBbKO JIET KU — U He ObUJIO y HUX TOCTe
Hacrenbku gereit, He gan bor. [Ja u ¢ AHHO# BOT yk Tpu roga... Jyman yx, 4To cTapocTh cems
BBIKIJIA, & TYT BOHA 4TO!

AnHa coBceM 3apobena, IJIs/1s1 B CTPaHHOE JIMIO MOomoO0oBHUKA. [ToHATh He Moria — Haj yem
OH 3agymalcs, 4yero xaet? [loromy 3aruiakaia TUXOHBKO. BBITOHUT ee OOsIpHH, Kak eCTb BBITOHUT!
3auem eMy KopoBa OproxaTasi, KOTjia CTOJIBKO CITPaBHBIX JeBOK BOKpyr? U Kyia oHa aeHeTcst — OquH
Ha pykKax, Apyrou noj cepaieM? Ocraercs TOJIbKO B OMYT TOJIOBOMA. . .

AHHA BCXJIMITHYJIA.

— Munas most! — u3 rpyau Bacunust BeIpBajicst OJMYB310X, M OH M30 BCEW CUIIbI OOHST AHHY.

OHna oxmuzana 4ero yrogHo, TOJIbKO HE 3TOro.

— Tax TbI pas, 4TO JIM? — OLIEJIOMJIEHHO CIIPOCUJIA AHHA.

— Dk uTo cKazana, nypexa! [la kak xe He pamoBarbcs? Ilocne Hactenbku He ObUTO AeTeid y
MeHsl, ¥ 5 lyMaJl, 4To 1 He Oyzet Hukorma! A TyT Takoe cyacTbe!

— Jla xak e cyactbe?! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA KEHIIMHA. — A KOJIM )KeHa TBOs Mpo3HaeT? YTo Toraa
Oynet?

— 41 TeGe BOT UTO CKaXxy: XOTh M HE ¢ TOOOIO 51 BeHYaH, a ¢ Mapdoio, HO jkeHa MHE Thl, a He OHa.
C Helt s, moumnTay, MOJKU3HU MPOKUI, a KUTh MO-HACTOAIIEMY JIMIIb ¢ TOOON Havyas! Tak 4rto Bce
paBHO MHe, uTo Tam Mapda noiimer, 4to nogymaert. S X0351H B ITOM JIOME, MHE U peliarh!

Bacunmii kpenko nouenoBajl AHHY, CJIOBHO IOATBEPsK/1asi CBOU CJIOBA.

C tex mop AHHa OoJIbIIIe He TaWIach ¥ XO[WJIA IO TepeMy rocroxoi. CIyru Hayaad npumedarh,
YTO TMOJIHEET OHA, U OBICTPO MPHIIUTH K JODKHOMY BBIBOJLY.
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Tonbko Mapga no-npexHeMy HUYEro He 3aMeyvasia, HU O 4eM He JorajapiBaiack. Bee yare
y Hee MpPUXBaThIBAJIO CEplle, Bce pexke BBIXOOWIA OHA M3 CBOEW CBETENKH, KyJa nepedpasach u3
TEMHOW CYIPYKECKOW OMOYMBAIBHU.

Jlumb BHYYKa MoAJepXKUBasia CUJIl M BOMIO K XKU3HU B chadeomeM teiae Mapdsl. Cuns B
ropHHMIIe, HaOMo/1ast 3a TeM, Kak urpaer ¢ MuiyTkoi noapacraiomiasi Hacrenbka, OOsSIpbIHS CJIOBHO
NepeHoCHIach Ha MHOTHE rojibl Hazaj. Kaszasiocsk eil, 4To BHOBb OHA MOJIOJIA, & JIONOYYILAst IeBUYyILIKa
— ee JI0Yb.

Mosxet ObITh, TaK U TIpOXkuIa ObI Mapga 10 CKOporo cBoero KOHIa B HEBEAECHHUHU, HO Cyap0a
pelmnia nHaye.
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I'JIABA 7

Bbin Beuep. OOBIKHOBEHHBII TACMYPHBIN OCEHHUIA Beuep, KOrjja paHHUE CYMEpPKH CJIMBAIOTCS
C CepbIM JOXK/IEM U HAaBOAAT TOCKY Ha cepuue. Mapga roroBunack otoiitu Ko cHy. CiyxaHka ee,
Crera, nomoriia Xo3siike pa3JeTbcs, B30MIa EPUHY U MOAYIIKY, OMPaBUJIa MOCTEb U OCTAHOBU-
JIach BO3JIE JBEPH, OXKUAASL, UTO ellle MPUKAKET TOCHOXKA.

— Ox, ycrana s HelHYe, — TSKENO B3J0xHYna Mapdga, onmyckasck Ha nocresb. — Bor yx, neu-
CTBUTEJIBHO, CTAPOCTh — HE PaiocTh. PaHblile, ObIBajIo, BECh J€Hb MO JOMY XJIONOYY — U HUYEro, a
TeTepb 110 JIECTHULIE TIOAHUMYCh U Cep/lie PUXBAaThIBAET.

— Huyero, rocnioxa, BOT OTAOXHETE U 3aBTPa CBEKEHbKOW BCTaHETE, 3/I0POBEHbKOM !

— Tet mue, Crenika, CKa3Ku-TO He cKasbiBail! A TO 51 caMa He BUKY, B KaKylo pa3BajMHy Ipe-
Bpatuiack! A s Beljb roJaMu eIle ¥ He TaK yxk crapa... Bacuimii nmocrapiie MeHst OyJeT roKoB Ha
MAATh, @ 110 CPABHEHUIO C HUM £ cTapyxa!

— Tak, rocroxa, ¢ MOJIOLyXOH-TO B MIOCTEJIM OH M caM MOJIofieeT !

Mapda pacrepsinace. [loraasiBasach OHa, YTO My’ 3aBeJl 3a3HOOy Ha CTOPOHE, Jla He 3HaJa,
YTO BCEM IPO TO U3BECTHO.

— 3ps HE TOBOPH, — OZIEPHYJIA OHA CJIY’KaHKY. — ThI-TO CBEUKY HE JiepkaJa, BOT U NOMaJIK1UBau!

Ho oGHarnieBIias ieBKa TOJIbKO HOCOM (DBIPKHYIIA.

— Kak Tak — 51 3ps roBopro? [la Bech TepeM 3Ha€eT, YTO FOCIIOAMH C KJTIOUHULIEH cryTacs!

— C AnHou? — Bckpruasia Mapga. — [la kak xe 3107 [la kak oHa nocmena! Myxuuka! B Mmoem
tepeme! [la g npukaxy ruath ee Hemeis! 308U AHHY cloa, casiuuiib? Kuso!

— Oy, rocroxa. .. — ¢ COMHEHMEM B rosioce nporosopwia Crema. — I[1o3BaTe-T0 1, KOHEYHO,
MI030BY, J1a BOT TOJIbKO OyZIET JI1 OT TOrO MpOoK?!

— Y10 THI CKa3aTh XOYElllb, XOJONKa?

— Jla To, YTO CYHpyT Balll HE MO3BOJIUT AHHY U3 JOMY HaTh!

— I'mynoctu 1o roBopuiie, Ctenanuaa! Myxk Mo# U paHblie 1o 6adam TacKkaJicsl — J1J1s1 Hero
nop, 100Ky 3a/1e3Th, KaK MHOMY IUTIOHYTb. Y HEro e JIyIIU HeT, OH K 0a0aM OTHOCHTCS XyXe, 4eM K
cBoeit codake TBopoBoi. Tak uTo, AHHY sI BHITOHIO, BOT TeOe KpecT!

Mapda Top:KeCTBEHHO NepeKpecTUIACh.

— Jymato, rocroxa, 4To BCE ke He ClieJyeT BaM 3TOro jejiaTh, — CHOBa THMXO MPOrOBOpUIIA
Crema.

— Jla 4o Takoro OyaeT, eciu s pa3ry/bHYIO AEBKY, KOTOpasi PO YecTh 3a0blla U XO3s1iKe CBOE
TaKOW YepHOW HeOIaroqapHOCTBIO OTIUIATHIIA, HA YJIUILY THaTh IPUKaxy? — BO3MyTHIack Mapda.

— Yk He 3Halo, 4TO U OyJeT, 1a TOJIBKO YyeT Moe CepiIie, YTo 400pa OT ITOro KAATh HEUYero.

— Tak, 4T0-TO THI OT MeHs CKpbIBaellb, CTenaHuaa, YTo-To He JOroBapuBaelllb, BEpHO Befb? —
ocBeoMmiIack Mapga, a cama mouyBcTBOBaJIA, Kak 3aK0JIO0JI0 CEp/ALE B IPeJ4yBCTBUM HEOTBPATUMOM
Oelbl.

— Jla yx 4TO 31€Ch TOBOPHTH! — BOCKJIMKHY/IA CITy’KaHKa. — UTO CIIOOMIIMCH OHM — OfIHO JIENIO,
2 BEJIOMO JI BaM, KaK OH K 3TOM Mep3aBKe HeOJIaroqapHoi npuBszancs’?

— Hy, nokone s He 3ameyana, yTo0 OH BOOOIIE K KOMY-HHUOYIb NPUBSI3BIBAJICS Wb YyBCTBA
kakue nutai... Kpome Hactenbku, MoXeT ObITh... A 4to?

— Jla 1o, uyTo Oproxara KioyHHLA!

— A oH, yTO %)e? — OHeMeBLIMMU TyOamu cripocuiia Mapga. ['onoc ee He ciymancs 1 BMecTe
CO CJIOBAMU M3 TOpJia BbUIETAIN XPUIIHL.

— A OH Bech Tak M CBETUTCS, CJIOBHO COJIHBIIIKO sICHOe!

— T'ocmogu! 3a 4ro *e Tl MeHA Tak? — MIyxo nmpocroHana Mapda. — Benp HUKOMY HHAYETO
IUIOXOTO 51 B JKU3HU CBOEU He Jenaa! 3a 4To Kk Thl MEHSA Tak HakasbiBaellb! [Tozop-To kakon!
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Bonbiie Huuero Mapda ckazate He cMorna. OHa cxBaTwiach 3a Tpydb M MOBATMIACh Ha
TIOJTYIIKH, JIMIIO €€ MCKA3UIIOCh, I71a3a BBUTYITHIIUCK. .. XOTeJIa CKa3aTh YTO-TO, a HE BOPOUAJICS SI3BIK,
TOJILKO HEBHSITHBIE CTOHBI PBAJTUCH U3 TOpJIA.

— Yro ¢ Bamu, rocroxka! — TyT e € IJIa4eM Mojackoumia Kk Mapde ciayxaHka.

— I1o30BH. .. IO30BH. ..

— Bosipuna, anu nekapst KIMKHYTh? — He noHs1a Crenanuja. — § ceiluac, 1 MUToM, — U OHa
pBaHyJIach K JIBEPU.

— IocToii. .. — OCTaHOBWII €€ TIpephIBaIIuics menoT. — [To3aHo. .. — Mapda obnu3zana nepe-
coxmve Tyosl. — [To3aHo Jiekapst, u Bacumis Hu k yemy... Ee... ee mo3oBu... AHHY...

CrenaHuia HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsl CTOsUIa B HEpPEIIMTEeNbHOCTH, HO MOTOM, OyITO coOpanach C
JOyXOM M UCYe3Jia 3a JBEPBIO.

HymHo 6but0 G0siphIHE, cTpamHo. BOT oHa, cMepThb, Kakast! HezameTHo mopkpanack, U He
OTMAaxHYThCS OT Hee, He OTMOJIUTHLCS. .. 7KM3Hb MPOKUIIA, & CYACThS HE BUAAJIA — HE y3HaIa MYKHH-
HOU JIIOOBH, TIOTepsiyia I04Yb JIOOMMYIO. .. 11 BHyUKy Teriepb He YBUIeTh. MOXKeT, TaK | JIy4Ilie — XOThb
HE JKUTb IIPY TaKOM Io30pe!

CkpwurnHyna Bepb, B KOMHATY TUXOHBKO BOIIEN KTO-TO. Mapda ¢ TpyIoM NMoBepHYJIa rOlIoBY
Y B HEBEPHOM CBETe CBeUM y3Hasa AHHY. Boib ¢ HOBOIO CHJION MPUHSJIACh Tep3aTh €e Cepile.

— T'ocrioka 3Baa MeHsi? — sICHBIM, YMCTBIM TOJIOCOM MpOU3Hecia AHHA.

— 3Basa... — npoxpuriena ymupaioias. — [lonoiau. .. Ommxe. ..

Tonmpko TyT AHHa pasriisfena, Kak OnelHa XO3siiKa, ¢ KaKUM TPYIOM JaeTcsl e Kakaoe
CJIOBO. ...

— Yro ciayumiock, rocrioxka? He no3sath Jjiu jiekaps?

— He Hagmo... nekaps... Ckaxu MHe JIydIlie, Kak Thl JKUTh Oyjienib?

— O yem BbI, rocnoxa? — HaCTOPOXKWIACh AHHA.

— 4 ymuparo. .. Her, He Haio HUKOTO 3BaTh Ha MIOMOIIIb. .. — J0OaBmIa Mapda, y3peB, uTo AHHA
cobupaercst 3aKkpuvaTh. — HUKTO MHE IOMOYb yke He B cujiax... [la v He Xxody s OOJbIIe KHTh. .. 5
TeOs1 CIIpaIMBalo, KaK ThI KUTh JaJIblIle COOMpPAEIIbCs?

AHHa HENOHWMAIOIIE IIsAAe/a Ha XO35WKy, WHCTUHKTHBHO TPUKPHIBAS BBITUPAIOIIMNA yKe
KHUBOT PyKaMH.

— Tsxeno tebe Oyner. .. — npogomkasia Mapda, — Beab BUHOBaTa B Moel cMepTtH Tol! [ToMHM
— TBI OgHAa!

AHHA TUXOHBKO OXHYJIa U BIETIWJIACh B Kpall CTOSIBIIEH PSIIOM JIaBKH.

— A TH Kak aymana? Permmna, HeO6OCh, UTO s Kak MoTva XWja, Tak ¥ yMpy, HH cloBa TeGe
He ckazaB? Her yx, ciaymaii! Tol ¢ MOMM MykeM CITIOOMIaCh — HA HEM 3TOT I'peX, MyKHKHU, OHH BCe
Takue. A BOT Thl HM O CBOEH, HM O MOEW YeCcTH He ToayMaa. B3sum 1e0s B oM, pOBHO MyTHYIO, a
ThI BOT Kak! [Tokapaer Teds1 ['ocrionp — 1 31ech TeOe HEONro CYaCTIMBOM XOOUTh, M TaM pacrijiaTa
xaet! IpoksmHato Tebs1, cpimmins! Y npectona 60Kbero MOIUTh Oydy, 4ToO Hakaszal OoH TeOs 3a
CUaCThe YKpaJeHHOE, KOTOPOrO MHE MCIIBITaTh HE JOBEJIOCH. .. [IpokiHaiw!

AHHA YyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO CUJIBI TIOKUJAIOT €€, HOTH TOJIKAIIIMBAIOTCS, YTO OHA BOT-BOT yIajeT
0e3 4yBCTB.

— Kak sxe Tl MOXkerb? — BCKpUYajia oHa. — 3a TO, YTO caMa He CMOIJIa MYKHKa JIIOOOBBIO
corperb, MeHs1 Ka3HuUIIb? Kak TONBKO SI3BIK TBOW MOBEPHYJICS MOAOOHbBIE CloBa roBoputh? Bempb
TsDKeJa 1, a Thl MpoKMHaeib?! Ha Tebs ke TBoe MpOoKJIATHE NajeT, K TeOe BO3BpaTUTC !

— 4 yx orcrpagana cBoe, — orBeyasia Mapda. Ha sune ee mosiBuiach 3oBeniast yiabioka. —
[TpoksmHaro!

CrpamHas cygopora cotpsicia Bee Teio Mapdwl, 1 IbIXaHue ee pepBasioch. YMepia OospbIHs
Mapda, ymepna, Kak 1 Kujia — OQUHOKAsI, 0003JICHHAS. . .

AHHa CJIOBHO B MOJIyCHE BHIIIUIA U3 KOMHATHL. Bo3ne nBepyu HatonkHysach Ha CTenaHumay.
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— Yro Tam? — cripocuiia ciykaHKa, IM1A458 Ha AHHY OFPOMHBIMHU IJIa3aMM, B KOTOPBIX 3aCThUI
yxac. — Uto 60sipbIHs?

— Vmepna GosipbIHS, — OTBETUIa AHHA TAKMM TOJIOCOM, CJIOBHO TOBOPHJIA O TOM, KaKkue Ipu-
nacel HI00HO ellie CAeNaTh Ha 3UMY.

— Ax, Gartomku! [la kak ke 310? — BeIulecHy/1a pykamu CTenaHua v 3aBbia B rojioc. [Totom
B3IVIsIHYJIa HA 6e3y4JacTHOE JIMIIO AHHBI 1 MTHOBEHHO 3aMOJIKJIA. XUTpasi IeBKa CMEKHYJIa, UTO Mepest
HEI0 HOBasl TOCIOXka, XOTh ¢ OOSIPUHOM M HEe BEHUaHHas, HO OTTOrO He MeHee BJacTHas. A KTo ee
3HAET, MOXKET OHA 3aKOHHYIO-TO [TOKOMHYIO CYIPYr'y HEHABUJUT JIIOTOM HEHABUCTBIO U BhIThe CTena-
HUJIMHO €€ TOJIbKO ellle Oosiee pa3bspur.

— Hy? Yto crounis? — poBHBIM roJIOCOM cripocwiia AHHA. — Moy 3a moapMu, MycTh coOepyT
OOSIPBIHIO B MOCIIETHUN TYTh.

— Xo3sauHy ObI CKa3aTh JOJKHO, — OCTOPOXKHO ckazasia CTernaHua.

— Bacunmmio 51 cama ckaky, — ckazajia AHHa, CJIOBHO OTpe3ajia, U MOIIJIa C BHICOKO MOAHSITON
TOJIOBOM, paclipaBUB IUIEYH, CJIOBHO Ha Ka3Hb.

Bckope Bech TepeM yxke 3Haul, YTo HeT Ooblie 0osspbiHu Mapdbl, a HOsIBUIIACh TOCcNoka AHHA.
O nepemeHax, B TepeMe MPOUCXOSIINX, CyAAaYUIN BCe, HAYMHAsl OT MOCJIeJHEed NOCYIOMOWKHM Ha
KyXHE Y KOHYasl cTapbIM KOHIOIMM Tumodeem.

AHHa e HampaBWIACh K XO3SMCKOW OMOYMBAJIbHE, Kyga Bacwimii OOBIYHO MPHXOMWIT TIOJ
BeYep, YTOOBI JOKIATHCSI TEMHOTHI U TOTO MOMEHTa, KOrJa MOKHO OyzieT uaru K Anee. JKeHiuHa
POOKO TIOCTy4asa B ABEPb.

— Kt0 Tam? — otkyukHysics Bacunuid.

— 2970 g, AHHA. .. KJIIOYHUIIA. ..

— Bxoau, yero cryuuiib?

Bacwnuii cunen 3a crosniom, ynrtan [Icanteips.

— Yto-To TH OniemHa ceroiHsi, AHHA, — HACTOPOKEHHO Tpow3Hec Bacwimii, OTphIBasich OT
Oymar. — MoxeT, TpuxBopHyJa?

— He 6ombHa 51, Bacunmii. Hecuactbe ciyuniioch, BOT 1 Oje/iHa. . .

— O uem 151 ToBOpHIIL, AHHA? Kakas Oena eie Harpsinys1a? — BCTaBasi o CTYJa, OCBEIOMUIICS
Bacunmii 1 B ronoce ero cipliascs HeNOAAEIbHBIN UCIIYT.

— Mapda nomepna, — orBetTusia AHHa. — Tosbko uto bory aymry otnana.

Bacunmii He u3MeHWICs B JIMLIE, HE IPOMENIBbKHYJIO Yy HEro B IJla3aX HU TE€HW Iedaiu. bynro
Obl U HE JKE€HA ero, C KOTOPOH MPOXKUJI CTOJBKO JIET, yMepia TOJIbKO 4TO, a UykKasi, e/Ba 3HaKoMasi
JKEHILMHA.

—Yro x, ynokoi ['ocnions ee aymry, — mpodopmotan Bacunmii. — HyxHo cka3aTh ciryram, 4ToObI
K IIOXOPOHAaM T'OTOBUJIUCH.

— 4 yx ckazana, — mojgasia rojaoc AHHa.

— He nevanbcs, Anna! Ha Bce boxbst Bosisi. 3Hauut, nputiien yac Mapde ¢ 3eMHOIO KU3HbIO
pacnporarbes. .. OTYero e Thl Tak nevayibHa, AHHa? Beb r1aBHas omMexa ¢ Halllero MmyTH yopaHa.
Ternepb MOXeM MbI C TOOOIO KUTh, HU OT KOTO HE CKPbIBasiCh. Ternephb Thl AEHCTBUTENILHO TOCTIOKA
B 9TOM JIOME U B JIyllle MOei!

— Ox, Bacwmuii, TOro Tl TOJILKO HE Beaelllb, uTo niepen cMeptrio Mapda mMeHst k cebe mpu-
3BaJIa, — CO CTOHOM BbIJIaBWJIa AHHA.

— 3auem erne? — HACTOPOKKIICS OOSIPUH.

— B cMmeptu cBoeil OHa MeHsT OOBHHMIIA M TIPOKJIsIa CTpamtHo! — AHHA BAPYT 3apbliaa.

Bacunmii mocnenmvt K Hei, OOHSIT KPeIKo.

— Hy uto Th1? Yto THI?! Byzer... Bee ato mynoctu! Kakue eme npokssares! 3a uto eit npo-
kJMHATh TeOs? CiryKuiia Thl BEPOIO U MIPABJIOI0, BHYYKY BCKOPMUJIA. . .

— [Iposnana Mapda rpo 1o, 4To MBI ¢ TOOOH MOTIOOOBHUKH, — BCE €llle phlaasi, CKazaua AHHA.

Bacunuit BeIpyrasicsi CKBO3b 3yObl.
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— Bupars, KTO-TO €ii ToMor po TO MPO3HATh, — 3[yMUYMBO CKa3as OH. — [la yk 4To Ternephb Mo
To roBoputh? Jleno caenano. He rmaup AHHA — Bce odouaercs. ..
AHHa JIUIIb rPOMYE 3apblaalia M YTKHYJIACh JIMIIOM B I1JIEYO MOTIOOOBHHUKA.
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I'JIABA 8

Cxoponnmm Mapdy, 1 ¢ TOro JHs )Ku3Hb AHHBI IPEBPATUJIACH B HETIPEPBIBHBIN KOIIMAp — BCE
KJaJla OHa, KOIZla HAYHET MCIOJIHATHCS MPOKJIATHE, a OHO BCE HE MCHOJNHAIOCh. Bacummii nmocmen-
BaJICS HaJ [JTyTOCThIO 3a3HO0bI, M BCKOpe AHHA M JyMaTh 3a0bljIa PO CJIOBA MOKOMHOW TOCHOXKH.

Tem BpeMeHeM TMOIXOIUII el CPOK paspeluThest oT Opemenn. Kak 3eHuily oka oeperiia AHHa
YpEBO, XOAWJIA, CJIOBHO IO CTPYHOUKE. 3anpeTwil el Bacunnii mogHUMaTh TSAXKENIOe, CEpAUTHCA Ha
YeJIsiib, UTPaTh C AETbMU — €10 Obl BOJISI, M BOBCE YJIOXKMII B IOCTENIb JI0 caMbIX pofoB. Ho He TakoBa
Obula AHHA, MUHYTKH He MOIIa OHa 6e3 paboTsl nocuaeTs. Korga 6pannn ee Bacunmii — orMaxuBa-
J1acCh:

— 51 6aba 3n0poBas, 4yTo CO MHOM cTaHeTcs!

Ho uwenosex npennonaraer, a bor pacnonaraer. Illna kak-To AHHa 1O KpyTOM JIECEHKE B
MIOBAPHIO — PACHOPSAUTBCS HACUET Y/KUHA, U JIOLUIA YK JO CEPEIMHBI, KaK YCIIbIIANa CBEPXY KPUK.
OGepHynack — a 310 Kpolka HacTeHbka eTUT el HaBcTpedy, 3axJ1eObIBacTCs KpUKoM. .. Permna,
BUJIHO, IOTHATh CBOIO HAHBKY, J1a IOCKOJIb3HYJIACh, HA HOTaxX HE yIEPXKaslach, U TENEPb CKOJIb3UT BHU3.

3a0bIB 00 OCTOPOKHOCTH, AHHA MMOANAch K JEBOYKE BCEM TEJIOM M Ta C pa3Maxy yXHyna B
K Hell 00bAThsA. Boipocia HacTeHbka, 4yTo M TOBOPUTh — HE yaepkajiach AHHA, HAB3HMYb yIaja Ha
CTYIEHH, TOYyBCTBOBAB HEBBIHOCUMYIO, IPOHM3BIBAIONTYIO O0JIb B MosicHuIle. CBET MOMEpK B I71a3ax,
1 JKEHIMHA JIMIIWIACH YyBCTB.

OuHysace B ONIOYMBAJIBHE, B CBOEW KPOBATH. PAIOM ¢ HEN CKJIOHMIIACh JIEKapKa.

— Yro co mHOH, Yiura? — cipocuiia AHHA, TUBACh TOMY, C KAKUM TPYJOM JIAI0TCS € CJIOBA.

— HeyxTo He moMHuIlb, rocrnoxa? — JJACKOBO OTBeYasa jekapka. — C JIECTHULIBI KPYTOM ThI
ynana, Hacrenpky cnacana. XBasa ['ocniogy Hamemy Mucycy Xpucry, 4to %uBa ocTajach!

— Oryero k MeHd Tak pasaoMuwio? Mim craHoBas Kuila y MeHs MOJKOCUIIACh? — UCITyTaslach
AmnHa.

Jlekapka nompaysena JIMLOM, HO C OTBETOM MeUINJIA.

— Yr0o MomuMb? — BeTpeBokWIach AHHA. — Exenu miioxa S U JHA MOM COYTEHBI, TO TaK U
CKaXHU. ..

— UYro b, yTO THI, rocroxka! Kak Tonpko mMoria nogymarb Takoe! TeOe elie KuTb, Ja KUTb!
Bor TosbKo. ..

— Horosapugaii, Yiuta! He Tomu! — Bock/MKHYna AHHa.

— Pazpermack Thl, rocrioka peOeHOUKOM, MaJIbYMKOM. .. — [TpOIIeNnTaa Jiekapka. — [la, Tobko
MEPTBEHBKUM OH POAMJICA. ..

Kax Tonpko gomesn 10 AHHBI CMBICT CKa3aHHOTO, 3apbljajia OHa B royoc, 3a0uack, Kak Mou-
MaHHas NTULA. ..

Honro eme XxBopajia oHa, He XOTesla BCTaBaTh U3 noctend. Jlonro eme yoexnan ee Bacummi,
YTO HE CTaHEeT JIOOUTh ee MEeHbIIe, He BCTAaHEeT MEK/ly HOUMH MEpTBbI MilajeHunK. Camomy 10 ciie3
’aJIb OBLJIO TIEPBOTO U MOCJIEJHETO CBOETO ChIHA, KOTOPHIN HE YCHeIN JAaXe BIIISIHYTh Ha STOT OeJbIid
CBET, J1a 4To Xk Aenars! ['pex ceToBars. ..

A 3a creHaMu Tepema OyleBas CBUPENbId MUP, U B 9TOM MUpPE MOAPACTayl U MYXaJj IOHBII
KH:3b MloaHH. Vike npuas B OCMBICIEHHBIM BO3PACT, OH BceM cepaueM HeHasue [lylickux, modys-
CTBOBAB TATOCTb HE3AKOHHOM OIEKHU.

Yacro ObiBa B roctsax y Bacunus nymckoit coeTHuk Peogop BopoHLIOB 1 JOHOCKIT OTO1Ie 1
IIeMy OT JieJ1 OOSIpUHY CTpaIllHble BECTH. 3a YapKOW BUHA HAKJIOHSUICS OJIM3KO K YXY HPHSTENs, IIerl-
Taj1, 00AaBas ero 3arnaxoM pelbKu, MeKoYa MOKpoi OOpOIoii:

— ®omka Boponnos, kiesper Illyiickux, MUTPOIIOJIMTOBY MAHTHIO HAa HEM M30pBaJl... becuun-
CTBO BEJIMKOE TBOPUTCA IPU JBOPE, CMYTHl U KO3HU HEUCUUCIUMBIE. .. YAAJIAIOT OT rocyaaps BCexX
JIOJEU, KTO Il HAX ONACEH — KTO CMEJIOCTBIO, KTO Pa3yMOM, KTO YCEPAUEM K OTe4ecTBy... PaHo,
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0X, PaHo Thl oTowIeN OT Aei, Bacumii IlerpoBuy. HyxeH HacTaBHUK rocyaapio, MHaue Mpomajer OH,
KaK eCcTb [ponaser. ..

Bacunmii [lerpoBry BbIKBai yapky, XpycTell COJIEHBIMUA PbIKUKAMM.

— Hy a b1 uto x, ®egop CemenoBuu? Hermro Toxe orcrynaenibesi? Tol rocynapio Haiemy
3alIUTa U OMopa, BOT U BBEJU €TI0 B pa3yM.

— Henonro MHue, BUIHO, OCTaoch ObITh HACTABHUKOM KHsI310. TouaT Ha MeHst Hoxu Lllyiickue,
MOJeEIIb MHE ITOBEPUTb !

Bacunmii [TeTpoBrd TOJBKO TOJIOBOM Kaval. Y[l Ha IIOKOW, OH O MHOTOM TIOCTapaJsicsl 3a0bITh,
CMYTBI ¥ KO3HU MTPUABOPHBIE MAJIO 3aHUMAJIA PacCyoK ero. OCTanoch TOIBKO YeCTOM00bE BEJIMKOE,
u otToro, korga ®enop CeMeHOBUY MPEJIOKIIL:

— A 4ro, Bacwuii, oTnaibs BOCOMTaHHUKA CBOETO B TOBAPUILM MOJIOAOMY KHs310 MoaHHy? —
Bacumuii [lerpoBuy ¢ pagoctsio cornacuics. [Topa 6bi10 gymats o Oymyiiem Muxauna. Bynb onekyH
€ro OMOJIOXKE — YK TOOOPOJICs ObI 32 MECTO ISl CBIHA CBOEH IMOCIIEIHE JTaibl. A Ternepb yXK CHITYIIKa
He Ta. Tak XOTh MOKa3aTh MaJbYOHKE JOPOXKKY, MO KOTOPOM MATH HAJOOHO — JETCKUE-TO JPY3bs
KPETKO B Cep/Ie 3anajalT, aBOCh He OCTAaBUT KHsI3b 3a00Tamu Muxana!

AHHa nIepenoouIach.

— Mau oH emie, octaBb ero, — yrnpairpaia oHa. — Kyzna eMy Ha rocynapeBy ciyx0y?

— Tak Benp He Ha ciryk0y, a B TOBApUIIM OTAAI0, — TEPIIEIUBO TOIKOBaN eil Bacumuii. — Byner
MIpY rocyaape 3a0aBbl €ro JeJUTh, 1a TaK U HAJET CBOIO JOPOTY B JKU3HU.

— 3ab6asbl! Benombl Ham Te rocynapeBbl 3a0aBbl, Bcsi MOCKBa Mpo HUX TOBOpPUT. C BBHICOKOTO
KPbLIbLa KPEMJIEBCKOTO KMAET BCAKYIO TBAPb MEJIKYIO — TO KOTST, TO IEHAT. OHU MpPYT, a OH pajy-
ercs. lllyiickue ero 31y Hay4uiIu.

— Jla TeGe-To OTKyaa cue BeqoMo? — onenii Bacumid.

— UYro x s, rmyxasa? BoH k Tebe Penop CeMeHOBUY XOIWT, TaK s U CJIBIITY Ballld Pa3rOBOPBL.
A ecnu 0 1 He ciblmaia — Bceit MOCKBe PO TO U3BECTHO.

Bacwnuii [letrpoBud B310XHYI.

— Tl uto %, AHHYIIIKA, OOMIILCS, UTO KHS3b Hamrero Muxaiiny, Kak IeHKa, ¢ KpbUIblia cOpo-
cut? Tak He 3Bepb OH, TIOMMH, IIPOCTO MaJIbUYOHKA elnle. be3 marepu poc, oopa He BUes. A NOSBUTCS
y HEro NnpusTesb 3aKaJAblYHbI — aBOCh U OTOMJET, OXOJIOHET CEPAUYMILIKOM-TO. TBOE /€10 MaTepuH-
CKOE, THl O CBOeM peOeHKe JlyMaelllb, a S elle 1 0 Bceld Poccru, moiMu Tl 3T0! A KOJIM 3TOTO MOHSTh
HE MOJeEIllb, TaK O JPYrOM IOAyMai — He BEK ke Thl OyIellb MaJblia y CBOei 100Ku epxkarh? Pano
WJIb TIO3/IHO, a MPHUJETCS eMy Ha cilykOy uaru. — U, mpunoMHuB cioBa ®eyiopa, MOBTOPUIT UX. — A
JETCKUE-TO JIpY3bsl KPENKO B CepLe 3araiaioT!

AHHa roriakaia u cornacuiach. Hapeku 3anoMHn Muxaui TOT IeHb, KOTIa €70, YUCTO BHIMBI-
TOr0, NPUHAPSKEHHOT0, NoBEM B Kpemiib, K BEIMKOMY KHSA3IO.

— Hy, xaxoii a1 emy ToBapuin? — pa3Meliuistl Muxawun no gopore. — OH, 10K, Ha 30JI0TOM
TPOHE LeJIbI IEHb CUJUT, TIeYaTHbIE IIPSTHUKY €CT, a 51 K HEMY C Urpamu?

N npeacrasinsuica Moann Muxawly npeKpacHbIM 371aTOBJIACBIM OTPOKOM, BPOZAE KOHIOILIETO
AHJIPIONIKY, TOJBKO Ooraue u KpacuBeil. CUIWT OH B POCKOITHOM TMajiate, TOBOPHUT TOJIBKO TaKoe
MY/IPEHOE, YTO U MOHATH HEJIb351 — OH K€ KHSA3b!

Ho xorna BBeau ero B OrpoMHyI0 MpayHyIo Majary, YBUIEI OH MaJeHbKOIO, 3JI0r0 10 BUIY
MaJIb4MKa, Xy/I0r0 U 30JI0TYIIHOTO.

— IokJI0HUCh, OTPOK, — IIENHYJI Ha YXO KTO-TO. — Cre ectb KHA3b MoaHH.

Muxans NOMHUI BCIO TPUJBOPHYIO HAYKy, HO MOKJIOHWJICS HEJIOBKO, IEPHYB IUIEUOM, U CaM
ucryraics. MajibuuK Ke Ha 3TO BHUMaHUs He 00paThil, He ocepyual — cpa3y moadoexan K Hemy.

— OXOTUTBbCS MOXeIlIb? — CIIPOCUIL, IPSMO [JIs11s CBOMMU METMMU IJ1a3aMHu.

— He GepyT mens. .. ['oBopsT, Mas eliie, — CMyIIEHHO OTBeTHJI Muxaiina.

— 310 KaK Tak — Man? Tel BOH OoJbllle MeHs pOCTOM. A TIO TofaMm, Moau-Ka, MeHble, Tak? 5
yX& C TBOMX JIET HA OXOTY €311, JIUC TpaBu!
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— Tak Benp Thl — KHsA3B... — MoNBUI Muxaun u cam ucnyraics. Ho Moanny, Bugath, Takon
oTBeT noHpaBwics. OH KOCO YJIBIOHYJICS, TIepeMSIICS C HOTH Ha HOTY.

— Hy, He Gena, s1 Tebe Bce pacckaky. A Kak Moe/ieM Ha 0XOTy — TeOst BO3bMY ¢ coO0u. Xouelb?

— Ouenp xouy, — yxke cMenee ckazaa Muxaui, U KHs3b 3acMesuicsi. Cmex mpeoOpasuii ero
crapooOpasHoe Juio, U ¢ Muxawna cieren nocjaeqauii crpax. «CKy4HO, BEpHO, eMy KHBETCS» —
pelms oH Ipo ceds1, caM He 3Hasi, IIOUeMy.

B niepBblIii ieHb OHU I0JITO CUJIENIY B YTOJIKY MOy TeMHOM naviaThl, 1 MoaHH pacckaspiBan Muxa-
WITy TIPO OXOTY. I OBOpHJI OH kapKo, IJ1a3a ero OyiecTesu, KyJIaku CKUMaTUCh. Muxau qaxe 3apooet
Yero-To, IJsi/s Ha KHA3SI.

— A erie s1 MeZIBeIeH CITycKaio — JIIOUIIEK MMyraTh, — MosiBwI MoanH, u Muxaiina Bech cxacs.
CrpIast oH Ipo Takylo KHSKECKYIo 3a0aBy, HO He BEPUJI, JyMaJl — CTpalllHasl CKa3Ka MpoCTo. A OH,
IsIOA-Ka, caM co3HaeTcs !

— 3auem? — BHIPBAJIOCH Y HETO.

NoaHH 111y yAUBIEHHO.

— Kak 3auem? [ls1 3a6aBb1! CxomsiTcss OHM Ha IJIONMIAAb — HA MEHS I71a3eTh, Ha Ha/IeXKy-TOCY-
napsi, a TyT MeaBean! OHU Kak 3akpuyar, Kak nooeryt! M passrcs, u Tonkaiores... [Torexa!

— Tax Begb UM GOJBHO. .. — pa3AyMYHBO MOJIBUI Muxaiiia.

MoanH cHOBa paccMmesticsi, HO Ha Cei pa3 He Mo-100poMy.

— e, 601pHO! A MHe 4TO, He 60JIbHO? — M 3a1lenTalt, — Asapka Mo, VIBaH Benbckuii, roBoput
MHE: OHU MOIO MaTh OTPABUJIH. .. TesermHeBa yMOPHJIN TOJIOIOM B TEMHHUIIE, a HIHBKY MOIO, OOSIPBIHIO
ATrpUIIIIUHY, COC/IAIM OT MEeHsI B MOHACTBIph. OHM JyMaJsiu, s MAJIEHbKUI, HE TIOHUMAIO U HE TIOMHIO
Ternepb. A sl BCe KaK eCTh MOMHIO, BOT Kak! Terepb MHE TOJIbKO B CUJTy BOUTHU, I UM. ..

U norpo3uit cyXxum KyJIaukoM Ky/a-TO B CTYCTHUBIIIYIOCS ThMY.

— Jla ko — oHu? — 3amupasi, cripocu Muxaiina.

— Iyiickue, kpoBornuiiipl. Peapka CKOMMH B MOEH OMOYMBAJIBHE IIPY MHE CAAUTCS, HETouTe-
Hue aenaer. OHU OyMaioT, s UX MWJIOCTU MOMHUTH CTaHy, a 51 HE CTaHy W Ha3JI0 TOJBKO JOCA/IbI
3aroMHIO !

— Jla moau-To B YeM IMOBWHHBI, KHSI3b! — HEXJIAHHO JJis1 ceOs caMOoro BCKPUKHYJ BIAPYT
Muxaiina.

— Kakue moau? — Hernonnmaroite misiHyn MoasH.

— Jla BOT, 4YTO MEABEASIMU TPABUILIb. . .

— A Ttebe 4TO, kajko uto gu? Wb Tel MeHs1 Oouttibesa? [la ThI He OOWCS, Teriepb Mbl ¢ TOOOM
apyrue 3a0aBbl TpuayMaeM. Yero ApoKuIIh?

K Hounm 32 Muxaiinon npurien Bacunumii, u KHS3b ¢ BUJUMOI HEOXOTOM OTITYCTHII CBOETO TOBA-
pumia. Jloma Muxaniaa BcTpeTuia 3arjlakaHHass MaTh — KPenKo oHa 60s1ach 3a chiHa. Ho Manmpumk
JeprKaJiCsi MOJIOJLIOM.

— Yo, Kak TeOe MmoKa3ajcs Halll KHs3b? — 3aTopMoliia ero HacreHbka.

— CkyuHO eMy, — B370XHYJ1 Muxaiina. — f-1o nymasn, kak y BoxxeHbk1 3a ma3yxoil ;KUBYT KHSI3U,
a y HAX ropasjo CKy4YHel Hallero.

— Yro oH, 3710i1? — ipojokala JonuTeiBaThcsl Hactenbka. — [parbes xoten, na?

— Her, on He 37101. BeccyacTHblit TOJBKO. .. — 33 JyMYUBO MOJIBWI Muxauii.

AHHa, YCTIBIIIIAB UX Pa3roBOP, TOJIBKO PyKaMH BCIUIECHYJIA.

— W nocnan xe ['ocions cbiHOUKa! Beib BCEro AeCSTh TOIOB €My, a BCe PO JIIOJIEH MOHUMAET,
BCE Kak ecTb! V1 roBOpUT, CJIOBHO YUYEHBIH. . .

— Tenepb u npaBaa y4eHbIM CTaHET, — ycMexHyJcs: Bacunuii. — CTaHyT ero y4utb BMecTe C
KHs13eM HaiuM. ToMy, BUJIMIIb Thl, MPUIIENICS OH 1o ayie. OTmycKkaTh He XOoTes, BOT Kak! Ternepb
noiieT Harr MUIlIeHbKa Ha KHSKECKYIO CITykOy. . .
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Tak oHo u BbIUI0. OO/IeIeHHBIN JTackoi MloaHH yIoi MPUKUITET K CBOeMy ToBapHIy. Pazym-
HBII Muxaiiia He pa3 OKOpauMBajl €ro, OTTOBApUBAJ OT JETCKHX, HO KECTOKMX MpoKa3, u MoaHH
CJTyHIaJICs €ro.

A ckopo cOBLIOCH 1 cTpanHoe mpeackasanre Penopa BoponioBa. OOBUHUB ero B HEBEOMBIX
Y HEM3BECTHBIX HUKOMY TIperperieHusix, [Ilylickue Bo3xkenaii ero CMEpTH, 1 TOJIbKO CBOEBPEMEHHOE
3aCTYMHUUYECTBO MOJIOZIOTO KHs13s criaciio Penopa CemeHOBHYA OT CKOPOM M KeCTOKOH rubenu. B
y’kace MOJIMII IOHBIH TOCy/Iaph CIIACTU OT CMEPTH HACTABHUKA, IIPOCKJIM UMEHEM ero u 6osipe Mopo-
30BBl, U Lllyiickue oTCTynuImMch OT CBOEro MPECTYITHOIO 3aMbIciia, HO 3aKkIounin Pegopa B TEMHHUILY.
Tonbko BMeIIaTeIbCTBO MUTPOMONIUTA cnacio BopoHiosa — o ero xoxparaiictey ®enopa CemeHo-
BUYA C CEMEICTBOM Iociaiy Ha ciyx0y B Koomny.

Tak ManoneTHU KHSI3b JIMIIWICS CBOErO J00POro HACTaBHHKA, U OTTOTO ellle Oojee 0xkKecTo-
YWJIOCh €r0 CepALe MPOTUB MyUUTeJIE CBOUX U ITPOTUB BCETO poja YesloBeYeckoro. B To ke Bpems
ero npyx06a c Muxaitnoi kperuia. He pa3 BeICTyIIMBaIT OH ClIe3HbIE 5KaqoObl KHSI3s1, ¥ JyIlla ero Toc-
KOBaJIa BMECTE C HUM.

Kak-to Moann noBepun Muxaiisie Takoi pa3roBop.

— BblM HpIHYE MOYTPY KO MHE Js1bKu MoM, [ inHckue — FOpuit 1 Muxaiinio Bacunsesnun. 1
MOJIBWJIM MHE KO€-4TO, U 5 3agyMaiics. .. He 3Haio TonbKO, MOMMEILb JIU Thl IO MJIOJIETCTBY.

— A TBI OTKPOWICSl MHE, KHSI3b, — OTBe4Yasl Muxawi. — [loiimy s anb He oMy — a Tede Ha Jylie
nosierye Oyfer.

— Jleno roBopuIlb, — B3IOXHYJI rocyaapb. — [OBOpMIM OHM, YTO BpeMsi MHE OObSBUTH ceOst
AENCTBUTENIBHBIM CAMOICPKIIEM. . .

T'oBopuiy, uto Ilyiickue yraetaioT Hapo, O0sip TUPAHSAT, Ja K MHE, KHSI310 CBOEMY, JOJIKHOTO
M0YeTa He OKa3bIBAIOT. TOJBKO 1 3TO M 0e3 HUX BUXKY U 3HAIO. .. VI MUTPOMOMUT caM ¢ HUMU MPUXOANI,
Y MHE TBEPAWJ TO Ke.
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KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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