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Ipnem Ixwmeiin. Hepon

YacTtb nepsas

I'maBa I

Tpu conpgara puMcKoi ropoiIcKoy mpedeKTypbl Besu 1o Kunpckoid yiuue rieHHuka. Moio-
JIOMY YeJIOBEKY JBAIATH TPeX JIeT ObLT BHIHECEH CMEPTHBIN MTPUTOBOP: pyKa Majiaya J0/KHA Oblia
00€e3IJIaBUTh €ro, a 3aTeM 3aKOIAaTh Ha BBITOHE, I7Ie IOrpedasi MpecTyMHUKOB.

[Tpoxoskwe, BCTpevaBIlve KOHBOMPOB M MX KEPTBY, OCTAHABIMBAINCH U CMOTPEJIM UM BCIIE.
bnennoe, HO, OIHAKO, PENIMTENIHFHOE JIMIIO HECYACTHOTO BO30YKAAJI0 yyacTHe K HEMY Jlake B Jier-
KOMBICJICHHBIX prMJIsiHax. Kazanock, BHE3amHOe cOCTpalaHue OBJIaJesIo STUM HApOAOM, Ha Ijla3ax
KOTOPBIX KQ)K/IbIF TOJI THICSIUM IJIAIMATOPOB MCTEKATM KPOBBIO M YMUPAJIX HAa apeHe IIUPKa ¥ KOTOPHI
CUMTAJI JIyYIlleld Ha CBETe MY3bIKOW MpeJCMEPTHBIE XPHITHI KepTB. KeHIMHB 0COOEHHO COKpYIIa-
JIMCh O KpacuBoM ApTtemuzope. [IpaBusibHbIe, CIOBHO BBICEYEHHBIE U3 MpaMopa YepThl JIMIIA, TEM-
Hble, MeuTaTebHbIE IJ1a3a C YePHBIMH PECHUIIAMU, OJIarOpOIHBINA JIOO U POCKOIIHBIE BOJIOCH — BCE
B HEM HarmoMuHaJIo BenmvaBoro Hexo, xpemna Oora I1ra, ouapoBbIBaBIIEro 3HATHBIX PUMIISTHOK Kak
CBOMIM TPOPHIIATEILCKIUM UCKYCCTBOM, TaK M CBOEH MPUBJIEKATEIbHON HAPYKHOCTHIO.

Apremuiop Ob1 Takke ypoxener] Bocroka. OH poawmiicst B ganekom Jlamacke, ObUT KYIUIEH B
Hepycanume cenaropom Pnaprem CrieBUHOM 1 BMECTE C HUM MPUOBLI B CEMUXOJIMHBIN ropof]. CKopo
TMOJTy4MB CBOOOMY, OH CITY’KHJI CBOeMY OBIBIIIEMY TOCIIOIMHY Ka3HayeeM, YyTelloM 1 OUOIMoTeKapeM u
caenascs yxe MOYTH ero JOBEPEeHHBIM BO BCEM, KOT/1a BHE3AITHO HEOKHUJAHHbIA EPEeBOPOT Pa3pyIuI
MUPHOE TEUEHUE ero KU3HU M OPOCHJII €r0 BO BJIACTD UIIEEK.

Uem Oniske CTaHOBUJIACH TUIaxa, K KOTOPOH COMIATHI BEJIM I0HOIITY, TEM MeJJICHHEE U TsIKeliee
ABUTAJICS OH, M HAYAILHUK KOHBOSI IOJKEH ObLIT He pa3 00paIaThcsi K HEMy CO CTPOTUMH YITPEKaMH.

Bbi1 uyHbIA OKTAOPhCKHI IeHb. PUM Ka3asics miaBaiomm B KuaKoM 3omote. KpacHas iucta
BUHOTPaJia, C BUHEBIIMMUCS U3-TIO] HEe TEMHBIMH TPO3/bsIMH, OfIEBaJIa CTEHBI CAJIOB MJIM BUJIACH
BOKPYT Pa3BECHCTBIX BS30B. YJIHIIBI JbIIIATIA BECEIBEM U CBEXKECThI0. MY KUMHBI, PHOOOAPSCH, pac-
MIPABJISUIH TIJIEYH, a )KEHCKUE JIUIA CUSUIM OCOOEHHOM KPacoTOW M MPUBJIEKATEILHOCTHIO.

Tak mo KpaiiHel Mepe Ka3aaoch OeTHOMY OCYXICHHOMY, KOTOPBI CKOPO JIOJKeH ObLT pac-
CTaThCsI C 3TUM MPEKPACHBIM MUPOM.

Kyna neBanoch ero paBHOmyIMe K CMEpTH, €lle TaK HEJaBHO HAIOJHSBIIEE €ro cepile,
MOI00HO MPEABKYILECHUIO JIyUIIero, HeIOCTYITHOTO YeJIOBeKY ObIThs1?

BarisiHyB Ha KoneOmonyecs: OT BeTepKa My pITypHbIE JIO3bl, OH BCIOMHUJI KPACUBYIO JIEBYIIKY,
CTBIITTMBO 3apPAEBIIYIOCS, KOTJ]a OMHAX/bI OH YKpaIllal ee TAKMM BEHKOM B OJIaK€eHHOM yeTMHEHUU
TEHUCTOrO MapKa, MPUHAJIEKABIIIErO ero roCrovHY.

— Xuopuc! Xsopuc! — co cTpacTHOM MYKOM B3[IOXHYJI OH.

Kakoe HecuyacTbe, 4yT0 00pa3 BO3MOOIEHHOW MpeCTal Mepel HUM Kak pa3 B TO MTHOBEHHE,
KOTJa OH HYXJaJICS B HEMPEOIOIMMON CUJIe IyXa U MPEe3pEeHNH K JKU3HU, YTOObI MTOKa3aTh, C KAKOM
PaJOCTBIO U CBETIION HaIeK oM nocaenoBareb ChiHa Ha3apsTHCKOTO TUIOTHUKA MJET 10 CTOIaM CBO-
ero Criacuressl.

Kax Hu crapajicst oH 3a0bITh O IPOIIJIOM, OHO BCTaBAJIO Mepe]] HUM BO BCeM OJIeCKe MUHYBIIIETO
CUACThS.

OH yBuan XJopyc JIMIIb HECKOJIBKO Helleslb ToMy Hazaja B fome Kas Kanbnyphaus [uzo, rae
OHa Wrpaja Ha JIEeBATUCTPYHHOM TMTApe U Iesia PaoCTHYIO JTIOOOBHYIO MeCHb AJKes. DTo ObUIO ee
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TiepBOe MOsIBJIEHHUE B TIOJHOM OMAaCHBIX COOIa3HOB CTOJIUIIE U B TO e BpeMs ee nepBbiil Tpuymd. Bee
PYKOIUIECKAJIM €€ MAaCTePCKOM UTpe U YyTHOMY TOJIOCy.

Haxonusimmiicst B cBute cBoero rocrionuHa, ®nasusi CrieBuHa, ApTreMuIop ObUT 0Y4apOBaH U C
3TOr0 MHT'a MBICIIb O €€ JTIOOBH He MOKKJaIa ero.

Ho psimom ¢ 3101 MBICTBIO, Y HErO BO3HUKJIA JIpyrasi, 60Jiee BO3BBIIIEHHAS: CIIACCHUE €€ Ty !
[Nocne He3aOBEHHOT0 MIHOBEHHUS1, KOTJ]a OH BIIEPBBIE MOLIEJIOBAN €€ YCTa, B HEM BO3rOpesioch CTpacT-
HOE JKeJIaHue CTIACTH MOruOaBInyo. B r1a3ax Bepyoiero 0HOIIM OHa TOKHA OblIa MOTMOHY Th, €CITH
eMy He yAacTcsl IPOCBETUTD ee HeOeCHON UCTUHOM, OTKpbITON Mucycom XprcToMm.

W Apremunop ¢ TakKuM ke pBEHHUEM CTapaJICsl OBJIAJETh €€ AYIIOH, C KAKMM OH paHbllie J0Ou-
BaJICS ee ceparia.

K coxkanenuio, ero ycuausi ObLTM HAIPACHBI.

X10puc 3Haja )KU3Hb TOJIBKO C ee JTydIliel CTOPOHbI. MUp NpeCcTaBIIsIcs el IyIUCThIM YBece-
JIMTEJIbHBIM CaJI0M, TIpeTHa3HAUYSeHHBIM UCKJIIOUUTEIIHHO IS CUACThsl M HACTAXAeHU. BepHasi cBoeit
MpUpOJe, FPeUaHKa Myrajaach BCEro CypoBOro M MpauHoro; yuenue Xprcra, TpeboBaBIliee Bo3iepxka-
HUsA, OTPEUCHHUS OT 3eMHBIX OJ1ar, ObLUIO HEIOCTYITHO e, MPOHUKHYTOM JTy4e3apHbIM KYJITOM JJPEeBHE-
rpedeckux OoroB. [IpekpacHas meBuIla MOXKUMaia IieyamH, yibloasach, HAKOHEI, 00bsIBUIa ApTe-
MUJIOPY, YTO OH i HaJoell U, MOCIe JA0ATOro HEMPUIITHOTO CIIOPa, Ha BCE €r0 JI0BOIbI PEIIUTEIBHO
Ipou3Hecsa ¢ HacMelkon: «Hukorma!»

[Nocne 3TOro «HUKOIAA», OH B THEBE OCTaBWJI BO3MOONEHHYI0. ' HEB ero ObUI HampaBlieH He
Ha Hee, — BeJJb OHAa HETMOBUHHA B TOM, YTO 3JI0H JIyX Tak OIMyTaJ ee Oe3paccyqHoe cepale, — HO Ha
KOBApCTBO CTapbIX OOrOB, COXPAHMBIIMX €Ille TAKYIO0 BJIACTH Ja)e HaJ| CAMBIMHU YHCTBHIMHU U Onaro-
POMHEHIIUMU U3 CMEPTHBIX, HECMOTPsI Ha nipuiiecTBUe CriacuTes.

Bot uTO 6BLIO IPUYMHON €ro OCYkJICHHUsI Ha MO30PHYI0 CMEPTh: OOBUHEHHE B XyJie Ha TOCy-
JApCTBEHHYIO PEJIUTHIO. . .

Ho, ObITh MOXeET, MOCTUTIIIEE €0 HecYacThe ObUIO HAaKa3aHWEM, HHUCIIOCJIaHHBIM Ha HEro e/Iu-
HBIM UCTUHHBIM Borom? BeiTh MokeT, OH XOTeT yHHUTOXHUTH €ro 3a YIOPCTBO B JIIOOBU K HACMeTII-
mBoi Xiopuc?

Bce a1 MbIcin 6ecrniopsA0UHO TOJIUIKCH B €r0 MO3TY H, 33/IbIXasiCh, OH OOPOJICS C OXBATUB-
MU ero 9yBcTBaMU. OH TMOMBITAJICS MOJUTHCS.

— Brnaxenus! rubHyMe 32 yueHre XpHcTa, — ApOKaIMMU TyOaMH MPOILIENTal OH U 3aMOJIK.

ConHeuHble JTy4r 30J0TIM TIOTOKOM 3JIMBAIM JIOPOTY, B JIMIO €My MaxHyJ OlaroyxXaHHBIH
BETEPOK M, TPOMYE BCSKUX CIACUTENBHBIX UCTHH, B 3aMHUPABIIEM OT CTpaxa Cepile ero pasaajcs
BOILIb:

— T'ope TBOEI 11BETYIIIEH IOHOCTH !

Custioniast BOKpYT HEro TEIyIOM U KHM3HBIO PUPOJIA ellle CHIIbHee 000CTpsiia CO3HAHKE T'PSIY-
IeH y4acThio.

«YMepeTb Tak, BAAJIM OT Hee!.. — OecripepbIBHO IPOHOCHIIOCH B €r0 MbUIAIOIIEH rojioBe. — Baanu
OT Hee, BJaJy OT Hee!..

Ha, Heymonumoe BoxecTBO OCyaiiIo ero Ha BEJTMYAMIITyIo U3 3eMHBIX MYK — TIIyOOKOe OTJasi-
Hue. Eciiu b OH MOT B3MJISIHYTh B TIOCJIE/THIOI MUHYTY B IJ1a3a BO3TIOOICHHOW, KaKOe 3TO ObLIIO Obl
yrenienue! Ho ymepers Tak, — 3HaYMIIO yMepeTh ellie 3aKUBO!

«Bmamm ot Hee! — 3Byuasio kpyrom Hero. — Bianu ot Hee!» KoneHn ero nogkocuiuch 1 B riazax
MOTEMHEJIO.

— He miaraiics! — cka3an HayaapbHUK KOHBOS. — ECM yX THI OJDKEH yMepeTh, TO YMPHU Kak
MyK4yuHa!

Apremuiop B3s1 ce0s B pyku. Citadocts ero nporuia. OH nepeBes AyX U CIIOKOMHO U TBEPIO
TIOIIIEJT JIAJIbIIIE.
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KoHBoli cBepHYIT BJIEBO, O 0rO-BOCTOYHOMY HAIpPaBJIeHUIO OT KUMpcKoii yuIpl, U 31ech ux
OKpY)KWJIA Takasl TycTasi TOJMa MYXXYMH U XKEHIIMH, IO OOJIbIIeN YacTu OeJHO OfIETHIX, UTO CTPaX-
HUKY BbIHYKAEHBI ObLJTM OCTAHOBUTHCSI HA HECKOJIBKO MUHYT.

— Apremusiop! — co Bcex CTOpPOH pasfaiuch rosoca. — byns tBepn, Apremunop! Ilpormaid,
Aptemuniop! He 3a6biBait TBoMX jpy3eii! Monuch 3a Hac riepes rmpectosioM BeeBbiiHero!

WHble xBaTanm CBsA3aHHBIE PYKU IOHOIIM U IIEJIOBAJIM UX, JPYTUe TOPKECTBEHHO 3aTSTHBAJIH
’aT0OHbIe TUMHBI, B KOTOPBIX MMsi IuCyC MPOM3HOCKIIOCH C OCOOEHHBIM YYBCTBOM.

CKBO3b TOJNITYy MPOTECHUJICS BHICOKUI M Xy/IOW MATUACCATUICTHUN UYesIOBEK, IMpPOKoe, Ore-
CTsIIIIee 30JI0TOE KOJIBIIO KOTOPOT'O BBIIABAJIO €r0 MPUHAAJIEKHOCTh K OJ1aropoiHOMY COCJIOBHIO.

— ITo3BOMHUIIIB JTU THI MHE, — OOPATHJICS OH K CTapIIIeMy KOHBOWHOMY, — IIPEK/Ie YeM CBEPIIHITCS
cyap0a, erne pa3 OOHSTh OCYXJICHHOTO?

Conpar Haxmypwicsi. Takoe MHOKECTBO COUYBCTBYIOIIMX APTEMHUIOPY, OYEBUIHO, BHYIIIUIIO
eMy HEKOTOpPOe COMHEHHE, ¥ OH He OCMENTMBAJICS TPy00 OTKa3aTh STOMY MPAauHOMY YeJIOBEKY C BEJIH-
YaBO M IPO3HO 3aKMHYTOM 32 IJIEYO TOTOH.

— INotopomuce! — HEpenMTebHO OTBEYAT OH. — XOTh 51 COTBOPEH HE U3 KaMHs U Keje3a, HO
ecau npedeKT y3HaeT 00 3TOM, MHe OyJeT Xy[IO.

— Hukomum! — mporentan ApremMusiop, B TO BpeMsl Kak JApYr 1eoBaj ero B j00. — Kakas
CTpaIllHasl y4acTh!

— Mysxaiics1, ceiH Moit! Bynb TBepn 10 koHna! TBo¥ MOCTYIOK, MOXeT ObITh, Oe3paccysieH U
OIPOMETYMB, HO OH TeM He MeHee OnaropozeH. CuacTimnBasi IOHOCTb He 3HAET, YTO CIIOKOWHAsSI pac-
CYAMTEIbHOCTh BEJIET K IIeJI Topa3o BepHee, HeXeJM THEB U yBJIeueHre !

— Th mpaB, — orBeuast Apremunop. — Bel Bce cMoTpenu B Oyayiee ¢ TAKMMU PaJOCTHBIMU
HaJekKJIaM1, 9TO, ObITh MOXKET, MHE, KaK OHOMY M3 MJIQAIIMX, He mofgodano 3t1o... Ho Xnopwuc,
3aCITy’KMBAIOIasl HEHABUCTH, BO3MIOOIEHHAs1 XJIOPUC BCEMY BUHOM C ee y’KaCHbIM HeBepueM. S mouTtu
MnmiIcs paccyaka. Bee mon yoexnenus 6putn TieTHsl! M Koraa, Bo3Bpamiasich OT Hee, s1 yBUIAJ B
aTpuyMe OTBPATUTENILHBIX UJIONOB C MX HACMEIIUIMBBIMHU YIIBIOKAMU. . .

— Momuu! Tel 6e30yMHO pa3apakan puMcKOe OOIIECTBO. 3/IeCh HUKOTO HE OCKOPOJISIOT 32
Bepy. Mbl MoXkeM u OyleM THXO U OCTOPOXHO CJIEIOBaTh MO IMyTH, SICHOMY JUIsl TOCTIeIoBaTeNeH
EBanrenus. Tombko 6e3 Oypb, 6e3 Hacwius! W ToI, moporoil ApreMuiop, OblT Obl YUACTHUKOM C
TaKMM TPYJOM COCTaBJIEHHOTO MHOM COM03a. 1 He MOTy yTeIuThCs, Tepsis TeOsl.

IOHoma BeImpsAMuUICs.

— Kak? TsI coxaneens 000 mHe? Ho pa3Be 310 He BhICIIast O0KeCTBEHHAS] MUJIOCTh — TOOEJI0-
HOCHO ymepeTh 3a yueHue Hazapsinuna?

— Troii mpumep He mpoiner OeccieqHo, APpTeMHUIOp, — YCIOKOUTENIBHO mpotrenTtan Huko-
auM. — Ho Tbl MOT OBI KUTb, KHUTb. ..

CnoBa Hukonuma ObU1M TipepBaHbl BHE3AITHBIM CMATEHHEM CPEX Hapoma.

— Nimneparop! — pa3nanuck THICSUH I'OJIOCOB, ¥ BCE B3OPBI OOPAaTUIIHCh MO HarpasiieHuio Porta
Querquetulana, 0TKy/1a MeJIEHHO TPUOIMKAIMCH POCKOIITHBIE HOCUJIKH C Ty PITY POBBIM OaJIIAXUHOM.
VX HecM Ha 1IecTax U3 Mo30JI04EHHOr0 KeAPOBOTO AePeBa MIECTEPO POCIIBIX, OETIOKYPhIX CUTaMOpPOB
B SIPKO-KPACHBIX OJekKIax.

[upokue 3aHaBecu ObLH OTAEPHYTHL. Ha mogyiikax Bocceana ropaasi, BeIMYeCTBEHHAs KEeH-
[MHA — ATPUNIIHMHA, MaTh UMIIEPATOpa, a BO3JIE Hee IOHOIIIA MTOPa3UTETbHON KPACOTHI, C OOJBIINMH,
MeuTaTeTbHbIMU TJIa3aMH ¥ TIOJIHBIM, BBIPA3UTEIbHBIM PTOM.

HavanbHUK KOHBOSI B3IpOTHYJI, YBHEB ero. OH 3HaJI, KaK HEMPHUATHBI ObLIA UMITEPATOPY HAIo-
MUHaHHS O BCEM TOM, UYTO IIJIO Bpa3pe3 C ero CIOKONHBIM, SICHBIM XapaKTepoM M B OCOOEHHOCTH,
KaK ero BOJTHOBAJIM CYAbl U UX KECTOKUE TOCIIE/ICTBUSI.

«Papakc, Tl monascs! — ckazan cede conpat. — Eciu npedekT y3Haetr 00 3ToM, TBOEH CITUHE
npueTCsl UCpoOOBaTh JIO3bI IIEHTypHoHA! KoHe4HO, 3TO TONBKO CIIy4allHOCTh, HO CiTyra rnpedeKTa
pacruiauyrBaeTcs ¥ 3a Karpusbl CyAbOBI. . .»
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— Nmmneparop! — Bckpuvan Hukoaum. — OH nipoiizer B AByxX marax ot te6si! [Ipocu mommo-
BaHus, ApreMuaop!

Tonmna pa3aBuHyaack. Hukogmm cxBaTuil 3a pyKy MOJIOLYIO OJIOHAMHKY, C TIIyOOKUM COCTpa-
JAHUEM CMOTPEBLIYIO Ha OCY:KAEHHOro. [leByIlka BOIPOCUTEbHO B3MUIsAHY/1a Ha Hero. B yme Huko-
AUMa, TOJKHO OBITh, TIPOHECIACh ONeCTSIIas MbICIb, TOTOMY YTO JIUIIO €r0 03aPUIIOCh HEOKHUIAHHOM
PanoCThio, a TIOYTH TOPKECTBYIOIEE BBIpaXeHUe ry0, Ka3aioch, TOBOPHIIO: «ITO yaacTcs!»

HakyioHuBIIMCH K JIEBYIIKe, OH OBICTPO MPOIIENTAT:

— AxT3, T Buguis! Camo HeOO ykasbiBaeT HaM IyTh! Ecim Thl eme coMHeBaslaCh B TOM,
yto my1aH Mol npusited ['ocriony Mucycy Xpucry, To 9Ta uygecHasi BCTpeva JOo/KHA yOequTh Teos.
Cnymaid, yero s TpeOyio ot Te6s1! Ilo MoeMy 3HaKy Thl BBIHZCIIL BIiepes], OPOCUIIILCS UMIIEPATOpy
B HOT'U U Cllacellb OTBaXHOro Apremujopa!

— 4 cnenaio 310! — oTBevana AKT3. — MonKCh, YTOOH TIe3aph BHSLT MHE !

— Hapetock Ha 310, — npoienTan Hukonum. — Tonbko roBopH Tak e ropsido U UCKPEHHO, Kak
THI 4yBCTBYelIb! Beqp TeOe kaib HBEeTyIel I0HOCTH, KOTOPYIO Oe3KaJI0CTHO MOryOUT TOMOop nasiavya?

AKT> MOJTUa B3/I0XHYJIA, TPUCTATBHO U POOKO CMOTpEJIa OHa B TIECTPYIO TOJITY.

«Kak ona npekpacHa u monoga! — nogymai B3BosHOBaHHbIM Hukonum. — JIpyroii Takoi HeT B
1esiom Pume. .. DTo IOKHO yaaThesl, HEMPEMEHHO JOJKHO ! »

— Jla 3apaBcTBYeT uMmneparop! — pazgaBanoch Bce Ommke u Onmxke. K 9TuM Kpukam Tenepb
MIPUCOEIVHUIIMCH 3BYYHBIE TOJI0CA KOHBOMHBIX, PUMJISIH U OOJIBINEH YacTh Ha3apsiH. — YecTh U cliaBa
umrneparopy! Ha 3apasctByer Knasauii Hepon, oTpana yenoBevecrna!

Nmmnepatop crenait 3HaK CBOMM curamOpam, ¥ HOCWIIKA OcTaHOBMIIMCh. [loce Oypu npuBert-
CTBEHHBIX KPUKOB, Ha KOTOpble HepoH oTBeuas NpuBeTIMBBIM ABUKEHUEM PYKH, HACTYIIWIIO TIOJIHOE
6e3MoJIBHE.

— Bor HecuactHblit! — oOpaTtusics oH Kk ArpunmnuHe. — [103Bonuib Jiu, 1oporast MaTh, CIIPOCUTh
y cojjar, Kakoe ero rnpecryruieHue?

— Jlenaii, Kak kesaellb, — 0TBeYasa MMIepaTpuIia. — Bracturesmo Mupa HECOMHEHHO Mo100aeT
BHUKaTh JJa’ke B MEJIOYM, BCTPEYAIOLMECS Ha €r0 MyTH.

— Menoun? — yemexnysncsi Hepon, cMoTps B I1a3a Marepu. — YesnoBek B LIETIsAX; Ha €ro JIMLe
OTPa3WINCh CTpajiaHue U oTyassHue. .. Het, qoporast MaThb, Thl TOBOPUILB Tak He OT cepaual Heyxenu
JOCTOMHCTBO MMIIepaTtopa TpeOyeT TaKOro ke HEBHMMAaHMs K HECYacThio ero MOJJIaHHBIX, KaKoe
MO’HO OKa3aTh y4acTy BOT 3TOU PO3bl, NAJAIOIIEN U3 TBOMX MPEKPACHBIX BOJIOC?

W v3S1IHBIM KECTOM OH IOIPABWJI IIBETOK, BHICKOJIb3HYBIIMIA M3-TI0f OJIeCTSIIEN TUaIeMBbl,
KOTOpasl yepk1Bajia OTHEHHO-KPACHOE MOKPbIBAJIO ATPUITITHBI.

— Koro BezieTe BBl 1 B 4eM MTPOBUHMJICS OH? — OIarocKJIOHHO Tponosika HepoH, oGparasch
K HauyaJIbHUKY KOHBOSI.

— IoBenuTenb, — OTBETHII coMIaT, — 3T0 oTnyiieHHUK dnasus CueBuHa.

— Kak? Hamtero npyra, Be4HO 10HOro ceHatopa?

— Ero camoro.

Hepon npucranabHO NOCMOTpE Ha I0HOIILY, CTOSIBILIETO C ONMYIIEHHBIMU ITI1a3aMHU.

— B camom pene, s y3Haio ero... 9to ApreMuaop, KOTOPblid OAHAX/Ibl B TIAPKE Pa3BEPTHIBAI
niepeq HaMy pykorucy DHHUA. .. PnaBuil ClieBUH Tak pacxBajimBaj TeOsl, TBOM KauyecTBa U yM. A
Ternepb 51 He IOHUMAIO !

— [NoBenuTens, — CHOBa 3arOBOPHJI COJIAAT, — OH OCYKAEH 3akOHOM. OMH U3 paboB 3aCTal ero
MOHOCSIIIIMM JOMAITHUX OOTOB M 3aTeM CBEPrHYBIIMM UX C LOKOJIEH.

— Apremuop, — oOparuiicsi HepoH k 1oHote, — npasja 31o?

OcyxaeHHbIN MOAHSIT CBOE TIPEeKpacHoe, OJeJHOE JIUIIO C JTy4e3apHBIM B30POM.

— [la, noBenuTelb, — TBEPIO OTBEYAJ OH.

— 3HaJ M Thl, — CO CIOKOWHOHM CTPOTOCTHIO MPOAOIKA MMIIEpaTop, — YTO OCKOpOIeHUe
JOMallHeW CBATHIHM HAKa3yeTCsl CMEPTHIO?
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— CmepThio, B CMBICIIE 3aKOHA — Aa!

— Yto ke modymuio Tedst pe3peTh ITOT 3aKOH ?

— JIIo60Bb K UCTUHE.

— Kakum o6pazom?

— Bamm napbl 1 rieHaThl JIOKHbIE OOKECTBa, s JKe Bepylo B UCTUHHOTO Bora, o KoTopoM yuwui
Nucyc Xpucroc.

— Tel Ha3apssHUH?

— Ila, noBeIuTENb !

— 910 OBIJIO U3BECTHO TBOEMY BBICOKOMY TIOKpoputesio ®rapuio CiieBuHy?

— la, noBeIuTENb !

— OH npecnenoBan Tebs 3a 3107

— Her, moBeuTeb.

— Tak Bepyii BO UTO THI XOU€Illb U MPEIOCTaBb APYTUM BEpOBaTh, BO UTO OHU XOTST. CornaceH
THI CO CIPABEAJIMBOCTBIO STOTO TpeOOBaHMSI?

— Nucyc Xpucroc 3aBeian HaM paciipoCTpaHsATh CIIACUTENIbHOE YUeHue U OOpOThCsl IPOTUB
JIOKHBIX OOTOB.

— Ilyctp Tak! Boprich — HO TOnbKO ayxoM! MoxHO M yOoexaaTh MOAHATHIME Kynakamu? U
pasBe OpaHb — punocodekuit aprymenT? [ToucTrHe, ThI 3aCTyXWJI TBOE HaKa3zaHUe, APTeMUIOP. . .

Jluto crapiiero KOHBOMHOTO BbIpa3wiio oropyeHue. OH ObUT TIOUTH yBepeH, yto KnaBmawmii
HepoHn cBoeil uMnepaTopcKoi BJIaCTbio OTMEHHUT UCTIOJTHEHHE MpUroBopa. B atom ciyuae, y103a 1ieH-
TYPUOHA, €CTECTBEHHO, JOJDKHA OblIa CIIOKOMHO OcTaBaThes B mKadgy. BmecTto sToro, mpotus Bes-
KOTO OKUJIaHUSI, 1Ie3apb OJ0OPsUT M HAXOIWJI 3aCTy)KeHHOH Ka3Hb, Ka3aBIIYIOCs BAPBAPCKOM M yCTa-
pesoit naxe camomy Papakcy u ero Topapuiiam! JIeso npuHUMAIO HEPUATHBIA 000POT.

Mexay TeM, MOBUHYSCH 3HaKy Hukoauma, U3 TOMIB CTPEMUTENIBHO BhIOEkKada AKTI U yraia
Ha KOJIEHU Tiepe]] HocuikaMu umriepatopa. C HeBbIpa3UMOW Ipaliueld MOJHSB 1BETYIIEe JIMYUKO K
BJIACTUTEINIO MUPA, OHA BOCKJIMKHYJIA, BIOKUB B CBOIO MOJIbOY BCE Yaphl KEHCKOTO OOAsTHUS:

— INomwioBanust, nosenutenb! [lomunoBanrs Moemy Oparty!

Mortoioli umImepaTop ¢ W3yMJIEHHMEM M YIOBOJBLCTBUEM CMOTpENl Ha CTPOMHYI0 (hUrypy
JEBYIIKH, YCTPEMUBIIEH HA HEro CTPACTHO MOJSIIMIA B3rsaa. Cama uMmeparpuia-Marh He MOrJa
TMOJIaBUTh MUMOJIETHOTO COUYYBCTBUSI K HEH, M Ha CypOBOM, T'OpPIOM JIMIIE €€ MeJIbKHY/Ia MSTKast
yIIBIOKA.

— §I Tak 1 qyman, — ckazaj TpOHYThIN umMnepaTop. — TOT, y KOro ecTh Takasi mpesiecTHas CecTpa,
MOXET TMOCTYNaTh AypHO BCIIEJCTBHE HEOOMYMAaHHOCTH WM 320y A€HHs, HO HE MOXET ObITh 1yp-
HBIM YEJIOBEKOM.

OH 3a0bUICsI HA HECKOJIBKO MTHOBEHUH, HACIAKAAsACh €e KPacoTOH, a TIOTOM, CXBATHB PYKY
ATpUITIIMHBL, 3arOBOPUI ¢ MAdOCOM TeaTpaIbHOTO aKTepa:

— Tpetbero aust ObLT IeHb TBOETO poxkaeHus1! S1 0ObICKas BceX 10BEIMPOB CPEAU ABYX MUJLIU-
OHOB HaCeJIEHHsI 3TOrO TOpofa, YTOOkl co3/1aTh HeUTO, focTorHOoe TeOsi! Ho Hamen ogHy Juib 3Ty
KalKylo nuanemy. [lparorieHHas cama mo ce0e, OHa BCe-TaKW JIAaBUT TBOIO OOKECTBEHHYIO TOJIOBY
1o100HO 00py4y U3 KopuHgckoro Merayuia. Terneps cyap0a mocsuiaeT MHe BhIcIuid gap! Bo cinaBy
TBOETO JOPOTOro MMEeHU, BO3NMIOOJIEHHAs] MaTh, s TIOJIb3YIOCh CBOUM MTPABOM OCBOOOXKICHUS U MPO-
ITICHHUS.

OH npuKa3ajg KOHBOMHBIM MOABECTU OCYKAEHHOTO K HOCHJIKaM, MeX/1y TeM Kak AKT3 yiasu-
Jach, OPOCKB HAa UMIIEPATOPA TOPSIIHIA, TOJTHBIN MPU3HATEILHOCTH B3IJISI.

— Tol cpiman, — npousnec Hepow, — s mapyio tedbe nomumnoBanue! OTBeaute ero 0OpaTHO B
nom ®nasus CueBuHa U niepejaiTe o0 IPOUCIIEAIIEM MOEMY IpeBocxogHoMy apyry! Ckaxure, 4to
s TIPOIILY €ro MOCaAUTh MPECTYIMHUKA B 3aKJTIOUEHHEe Ha BOceMb JHel. TeOe ke, I0HOIA, COBETYIO
ObITH Onaropa3symMHee U octopokHee! TIOBTOpsIO: ecii puMCKUe OOrM KakyTcsl TeOe MpU3paKkaMHu,
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TO TMOKJIOHsMCs V3une nmm [opy, wim KoMy 3Haelb, HO 00y3/1aii TBOM HEBO3JCPKHBIN SA3bIK U HE
OCKOpOJIsiiA 9yBCTB KBUPUTOB!

['yObI 10HOIIHN APOTHYIH, OyATO, HECMOTPSI HA MIJIOCTh MMIIEPATOpa, OH BCE-TAKM XOTEN BO3-
pakarb eMy, HO CIIEPXKaBIINCh, OH CKPECTHJI Ha IPYIM PYKH U €/1Ba CJIBIIIIHO [TPOU3HEC:

— bnaropapio, nosenurels.

Conparsl ipedexta ¢ o0panoBaHHbIM PapakcoM BO IJIaBe, TOTYAC CHSUIM ¢ Hero nernu. C 3Toi
MUHYTBI C HUIM HavyaJld 0OpaIiaThCsl BEXKJIMBO U MOUYTUTETBHO, M Papakc Mo3/IpaBuil ero KpernKum
PYKOIOKATHEM.

B nome ®nasust CrieBuHa OCBOOOK ICHHBI BCTPETHIT BOCTOPKEHHBIH MPHEM: BECTh O MUAJIOCTH
K HEMy MMIIepaTopa ellle paHsiie gonerena cioga. CleBrH JIMYHO MPUHSLT ero B octiuyMe. Pad xe, ¢
TaKOM MOCIIEIIHOCTBIO JOHECIINI O HEOCTOPOKHOM IOCTYIIKE APTEMUIOPA, YKE 3a HECKOJIbKO THEW
niepes; TeM ObLT IMoIapeH KOMY-TO BIABIIMM B TITyOOKOE OrOpueHre CEHATOPOM.

I'nmaBa 11

NMnieparopckye HOCUIIKY ABUHYJIUCH JAJIbIIE CPEJU BOCTOP:KEHHBIX KPUKOB TOJIIBL.

Hepon n Arpunnuna Bo3Bpamanucsk U3 goma Adpanus byppa, HauanbHUKa TPETOPUAHCKON
IBapIuM, HEKOTOPOE BpeMsl CTpajaBiiero auxopaakoi. [To or3biBy Bpaua, 00Je3Hb Oblia HE OMacHa,
HO BJIMSATEIbHOMY MpedheKTy TBApIUHU CIIEI0BATIO OKa3bIBaTh OCOOEHHOE BHUMAHUE.

Korna Hocriki ¥ X BOEHHas1 CBUTA MOKMHY/IM KUITPCKYIO y/IMILy, MBICJIM UMIIEPATPHULIbI CHOBA
oOparmimchk K 6ompHOMY Byppy.

Ee myuwnio TaliHOe HEIOBOJILCTBO: YeM OoJjiee OHa yOek1aiach B HAPOJHOM JTIOOBU K HEKOTIa
000)XaeMOMYy €10 ChIHY, TeM CHJIbHee MPoOykKIajlach B HEH PEBHOCTh K CTOJIb OITACHOMY COTICPHHKY.
Oma crapasiach 0CBOOOIMTHCS OT THETA ONACEHHA, {yMasi JIMIIb O TOM, YTO MOIJIO Obl BO3BPATUTD €i
0OBIYHYI0 caMOyBepeHHOCTb. HauassHuk rBapiuu Bypp u ObiBimit Bocriutarens Hepona Ceneka 1o
CHX TIOp C HEMOKOJIeOMMOM BEpPHOCTBIO MOIEPKUBAIIU €€, KOT/Ia JIENO IO O PYKOBOACTBE MOJIO/IBIM
HMMIIEPATOPOM, O BECHUY TOCYJAPCTBEHHBIX JIEN B €€ AyXE U O BHYIIEHUH €€ ChIHY, YTO OHA, ATpHII-
TMIMHA, €CTh [IEPBOE JIMLIO UMIIEPUH, OH K€, — TOJIbKO BTOPOCTENIEHHOE, HA OCHOBAHUY €CTECTBEHHOIO
3aKOHa CBIHOBHETO JIONTA.

U ecnu, Takum oOpazom, Bypp 6wt ee Medom, a Jlonmii AnHert CeHeka — IIUTOM, TO K 4eMy
el TPEBOKUTHCS M3-3a POINOTa UM ofoOpeHust Hapoa? Urto el 3a Aeno 1O TeMHbIX, TAlHBIX CITy-
XOB, KOTOpbIEe, — OHa YyBCTBOBAJIA TO TaK e, KaK YYBCTBYIOT B30p BpakaeOHOro Habmonaresns, —
MOBCIONY Nepexonniu u3 ycr B ycra? Jlyuiero npedgekra, yuem bypp, oHa He Moria keJjlaTb: OH BOC-
TOprajicsi €e KpacoTou, ObUT MPU3HATENIEH 32 KaXAyl0 MUJIOCTHBYIO YJIBIOKY, KOO OoJiee BCero ObLT
TIOIJIONIEH CO3HAHWEM CBOETO JIoNTa 1 3a00Tamu 0 ob1iem Omare. [Tpu 3ToM, OH MOHUMAT, YTO OITBIT-
Hasl, CocoOHast JKeHIIMHA TTPUHECET TOCYIapCTBY OOJIBbIIE TONB3bI, UM €/IBa CO3PEBIIMIA, MeUTa-
TeJILHBIN I0HOIIA. ..

— O yem Tl 33yMasiach, MaThb? — CIPOCUJI UMIIEPATOP MO-Tpe-4eCKU. — Thl HE IpUMeYaeilb
MOKJIOHOB CEHATOPOB. . .

— B camowm nene? S He BUIOasa HUKOIO. ..

— Hawm Berpermnesa Tpazea [1sT co MHOrMMu KiveHTaMHU. $1 KUBHYJ €My; Thl € HE TOJIBKO HE
OTBETWJIA Ha €T0 MPHUBET, HO JIaXe KaKk Obl HAMEPEHHO CKPbLIACh 32 3aHABECKOM.

— Tebe Tak MokKazanoch, — BO3pasuiia ArpurmuHa. — XOTs Ta pacCesHHOCTb IMPOCTUTENbHA
MartepsiM, HeTPephIBHO 3aHATHIM OJIaroM CBOMX CHIHOBEH. f mymana o TBoei OyaylIHOCTU U, CKa3aThb
MpaBj1y, OHA CHJIbHO 3a00TUT MEHS.

— 3abotut? Ilouemy? Pa3Be y Hor Moux He jexuT uperynmid mup? Pa3ee s He nesaps? [a,
KJISIHYCh 9TUM SICHBIM HEOOM, sI MOTY Pa3jiTh CYACThe JI0 CaMbIX OTAAJICHHBIX CTpaH, JI0 TeX Ipe-
IeJOB, T1e B Mope elnie Oeneetr puMckuii nmapyc! Hapon moii moout mens! U ceftuac, ciblimana Thl,
KaK U3 THICSIYU YCT, MOJOOHO TOPHOMY TIOTOKY, BRIPBAJICS OTTYIIUTETbHBIN OJIarofapCTBEHHBIN KUK ?
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«Jla 3npaBctByer umneparop!.. [a 3apascreyer Knasauit Hepon, orpana yenoseuecta!» O, marts,
IJIsI MEHSI 9TU KJIMKH 3By4aT MOJOOHO MPA3AHUYHON MeCHU OECCMEPTHBIX OOTOB!

ArpunnyvHa, BCIIBIXHYB, MEJIJIEHHO TIOKa4aJjla BEJIMYECTBEHHOMN TOJI0OBO.

— Tem He MeHee g 03a004eHa, MOI MATBUKK. ThI KaKEIIbCA MHE CIUIIKOM MATKUAM, CIUIIKOM
YCTYITYMBBIM ISl Y)KAaCHOM OOsI3aHHOCTH 1ie3apsi. TBOW HEBMHHBIN B30p HE MPUMEYAET CTPAIIHOTO
KOBapCTBa, TasIIErocsi KPyroM B 3aKOYJKax OTBPATUTEJIbHOW 3aBUCTH. Thl JIOJKEH C paHHUX JIET
MPaBUTH C MOJOOAIOIIEH CypOBOCTHIO. XOPOIlia HAPOAHAS JMOOOBb, HO CTPaX HAPOIHBIN eIle JIydIle
U BepHee. B 3ToM, Kak M B Ipyrux BaKHBIX BOIIPOCAx, OBEpbCs Moel ucKyuieHHoctu! [lomycru
MeHsI JIeCTBOBaTh, KOIZIA 51 HAXOXKY 3TO OnaropasyMHbM! [lymaenis JIl Thl, YTO TaK MOYTHTEIBHO
MPEKJIOHSIOINECS NEPE] TBOUM BEJTMUMEM CEHATOPbI AECTBUTEIBHO IPOHUKHYTH UM? O, KaK MaJio
3Haelllb Thl pPUMCKUX apucTokparoB! OHu nymator: HepoH — ne3app Tonpko no Hameit mujoctu! U
€CJIM OHM 3aMBICTIAT MATEK U TOMY IPEACTABUTCS CIydaid, OHM CBEPrHYT TeOsl Tak e, Kak repes
ToOo# cBepriu Knapnus!

— KnaBausa? — ¢ usymiieHreM NoBTOPUIJI UMIIEPATOP.

— la, TBOErO OTUMMa, MOETO BBICOKOIO cynpyra. Ero orpaBuin 4jieHbl BEpXOBHOTO COBETA.

— Ceneka pacckasblBajl MHE Jipyroe, — Bozpasui HepoH.

ArpurnmnuHa no6sejHeNna, Ho BHEITHE COXPaHsisl CIIOKOMCTBUE, CIIPOCHIA:

— D10 mobonbiTHO. Toraa, Kak Tede W3BECTHO, CEHAT BOCIPETUII BCSAKOE paccieoBaHue, U
OJIHO 3TO. ..

— PaccnenoBanue ObUT0 OBbI OECIIONIE3HO, TaK KaK OTPABUTESI HENb3sI ObLIIO 00IMunTh. Heyxenu
Tl B CAaMOM JI€JIe He JOrajiblBaeiibes?..

Nmrieparpuna 3arpenerana.

— Huckomnbko He 10raiplBaloch, — OTBeYasia OHa, 3aKpbiBasi IJ1asa.

— Tak 1e6s maaumm, — mpogomkan Hepon. — [IpectyruieHre coBepinieHo JTUIHbIM Bparom Kiags-
IMs, OTIyIeHHUKOM EBTponuem.

—3TO MHE U3BECTHO, — MpOIIIeNTana ATpHUIIINHA, — HO s ToJaraja, YTo OH ObLT JIMIIb OPYIHeEM
ropaszio 6oJiee BBICOKHUX JIUII.

— Her! Nmneparop Knapauil npurpo3ui npusieyb ero K OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 32 MHOTOUMCIIEH-
Hble KPaX!U U MPECTYIHUK MOCHENIT MpeaynpeuTh CBoero cyapio. OH rcue3 OeccieiHo paHblle,
yeM ero Mo cxatutb. Ho octaBuM 3TOT rpycTHBIil npeamer. [Ipunomunas npenocrepekeHus
Cenexku, 51 BIKY, YTO BOBCE HE JIOJKEH ObLIT KacaThCs €ro.

OH 3aepHyI T 3aHABECKY, Kak OBl JKeJast 3alIMTUTh YyBCTBUTEIBHYIO CTPAAAJUILY OT CIIUIIKOM
sipkoro cBeta. [1oToM, HEXHO MOJIOKUB TOJIOBY HA TUIEYO MaTepy, ITyOOKO B3IOXHYJ M BHE3AITHO
CIIPOCHUJI €€:

— Kak nmonpasuack TeGe 6e1oKypast JeByIIKa, TPOCUBIIAs TOMIJIOBAHUS OTIYIEHHUKY Pria-
Bus CueBuHa?

— 51 He oOpaTuia Ha Hee BHUMAHMUS.

— Ilo-moemy, oHa ouapoBaresipHa! DTO NETCKM HEBUMHHOE JIMIO, 3TU uyaHble ma3a! Ona
HEMHOTO HaloMHuJIa MHe ctatylo [Icrxen B AkepoHuu, HO B THICSIUY pa3 KpacuBee U xuBee!

— TBowu cioBa 3By4ar BOOXHOBEHHO. K coxkaseHuio, 3TOT TOH yaaeTcsi Tede TOJIbKO TaM, Iie OH
He coBceM ymecteH. Eciti Obl THI XOTh Ha TIOJIOBUHY BOcXuInascs Tak OkraBueit!

— Mars, 51 Bceraa ObU1 TeOe MOKOPHBIM CHIHOM, M TeTeph 5 TOCIyIIaloch Teds1, TeM Oosee, 4To
Y TIOKOVHBIA CYTIPYT TBOM KeJlasl 3TOro Colo3a. . .

—Iocnymatock! TouHO 3TO HaKa3aHUE — KEHUTHCS HA 3HATHEUIIEW U IIPEJIECTHEMILIEH JEBYILIKE
CTOJIMLIBI !

— JInst ipyrux, ObITh MOKET, 9TO OBUIO OBl HEU3MEPUMOE CYACThE, — CAACPKAHHO MTPOU3HEC UMIIC-
parop. — 5l He ocliapuBalo €€ JOCTOMHCTB, HO HE YMEIO OLIeHUTh MX. OKTaBHUs CIIMIIIKOM COBEpIIIEHHA
1J1s1 MEHSI.
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— Heyxenu TH yke forien 10 3toro cBomm ymom? Tebe, KOHEYHO, HpaBWIach Obl OOJIbIIE
[[BETOYHHUIIA U3 ApruJieTa Wi NOpXaloliil MOThIIEK Bpojie appucTKu XI0prc, KOTOPOU HETAaBHO BbI
pacTouasii Takve npeyBeMuYeHHble ToXBaibl? Bac Beerna TsHET Tyaa, rae He 000UTUCh Oe3 Tpsi3y,
KaK YTBEpKIAeT DHHUM.

— He 6ynem ccoputhcs, goporast MaTh! 51 sxeHioch Ha OkTaBum, Oyly yBaxarb ee U 0Opararbcs
¢ Hell cooOpas3Ho ee nosoxeHuo. Ho moOuTh ee MeHst He MOTYT MPUHYIUTh CAMU OECCMEPTHBIE OOTH.
Dpoc He sABJIAETCS 0 MPUKA3AHUIO: OH MPUXOIUT Oe3 30Ba U YacTO KaK pa3 Tyla, OTKyAa pacCydoK
JOJKeH ObLT Obl M3THATD ero. [{j1st Hero qoOpoIeTes 1 BRICOKME KauecTBa He MMEIOT 3HaYeHus1. PaObI-
HSIM CITy4asioch BO30YKAaTh OOJBIIYIO CTPACTh, Ye€M IMPUHIIECCaM U, Kak yBepsieT CeHeka, BbICIIee
MIPaBO TP 3TOM BCeI/ia MPUHAIIEKUT paObIHe.

— Ilycraku!

— He nycrsikm, mo3Bosib Tede ckazarh! B aToM cirydae paObIHS IpeACTaBIIsSeT COO0U BhIpakeHIe
BOJIM TIPUPOIbL; IPUPOIA Ke MPaBAMBEe U UICKPEHHEe YeJIOBEUECKUX YCIOBHOCTEH.

— Tak Ceneka u 3TOMY Y4uT TeOsI? — C IOCAJUTUBBIM CMEXOM cripocuiia Arpurnmuna. — [pe-
KkpacHo! Kaxercs, cBoeil OrecTsiiieit Teopueli OH COBEPIIIEHHO pa30MBaeT MOW MPAKTUIECKUH OITBIT.

— Tr1 HecnipaBeBa K Hemy. [1o0OHBIE pa3MBIIIUIEHUS JIMIIb MTPU CyYae OH MPUCOETUHSIET
K pa3bsicHeHu1o Tpareauii. Ho HeT Hu Masteiiniiero noBosa cepnutbesi. Moe cepate cBodoaHo. biaro-
aapsi MOeMy MPEBOCXOJHOMY BOCIIMTATENIO, 51 Hay4YHJICs BO3AepkaHmio. Pasryn apyseii Bcerna ciy-
KUJT MHE JIMIIb MPEIMETOM HaOoieHuid. $1 HUKOrIa He IoOWI U Jake COMHEBAIOCh, CIIOCOOSH Jin
K JiIoOBH. TeM He MeHee MOBTOPSII0 TeOe, UTo 51 OTHEeCYCh K Harnelh OKTaBUM CO BCell HEKHOCTBIO, Ha
KOTOPYIO MMeEeT MPaBo Cynpyra ummneparopa. JloBosibHA JIM ThI, MaTh?

— He coBcem. Mens oropuaer 3to paBHoaymie. OktaBus co3yiana ajis 1eds. Ee scHoe, Hermo-
KyITHOE CY’K/IeHre OyieT OOJIBIION MOJMOroi MeuTaTeNio, €XKe4acHO PUCKYIOIIEMY 3a0bIThCs B (prIo-
co(pCKUX Pa3MBIIIIIEHHUAX UM B BOJOBOPOTE XyI0KeCTBEHHOM (paHTazuu. Tebe n3BecteH Mol 00pa3
Mmbiciert. CTosi — MpeKpacHasi IIKOoJIa, HO OHA He JO/DKHA MCTOIIATh HAalli cuitbl. VICKycCTBO MMeeT
TUICHUTEJIbHYIO TIPEeJIeCTh, HO 11€3aphb He JIOJKEH MpeBpaliaThes B XyJoKHUKA. MeuTaii, HO He 3a0bI-
Bail sku3HK! CTpoii TeaTpsl, MOKPOBUTEILCTBYH MOJHBIM MO3TaM, Opocail IeHbI'M, KaK OBEC, TTOJ] HOTH
TMIEBIIOB ¥ MY3bIKAHTOB, HO CaM He COUMHSAN W He Aekiamupyii! He moii, momoOHO N3HEKSHHOU JIeB-
yonke! [Ipenocrass cTpyHsl epuam! Pyka, aepikaiiasi CKUmeTp, He Co3iaHa Jis iepeOrupaHusi CTPyH.
Bort moii B3 Ha npenmet, U OkTaBus OyJeT BIMSTh Ha TeOs UMEHHO B 9TOM HalpaBJICHUM.

Hepown ynbiOHysICS.

— Tbl MHE COBEpILICHHO HATIOMHMJIA Te JHU, KOTJa elle Apajia MeHs 3a YIIIU MOocJie MOUX IaJio-
creii B CyOype ¢ CHIHOBbSIMH TIeKape 1 XapueBHUKOB!

— Yk He Xxouellb JIM Thl 3aIIPETUTh MHE MOPUIIATh BHIPAIIEHHOIO MHOM ChIHA? — C pa3jpake-
HUeM cripocriia ArpunnuHa. — KTo caenan tedst TeM, uto Tel ecth? Most BceMoryiasi pyka Bo3Besa
Te0s1 Ha nipectos. [Toka Thl MpU3Haeb 3T0, TBOM AOOPLIN reHuii OyaeT oxpaHsaTth Teos1. Ho monpoOyii
BO3MYTUTBCSI, U 5 COMHEBAIOCh, YTOOBI Y T€OsI XBaTUJIO CHJIBI yIepKaThCsl HA TAKOW T'OJIOBOKPYKH-
TEJILHOM BBICOTE.

— T BonHYeIIbCS COBEpILIEHHO HanpacHo. Bo3myTtuthkes? Thl iepBasi mpou3Hecsa 3To OTBpa-
TUTEJIbHOE CJIOBO. S MPEeKpacHO 3HAI0, YTO HUKOTO, Jaxe 1ie3aps He 0ecYecTUT MOBUHOBEHHE COBE-
tam Matepu. OTHOrO TOJBKO MHE XOTEJIOCh Obl, TaK KaK MBI YK€ 3arOBOPHJIA 00 3TOM, YTOOBI ThI
HECKOJIBKO CMSIrYmiia U ymepuia hopMy 3THX COBETOB. Bpsiy1 Jin ThI Mory1a OBl *keslaTh, YTOOBI KTO-
HUOY/Ib MMeJT IPABO TIOCMESIThCS HAJl Yepecuyp AeTCKON MOKOpHOCThI0 HepoHa.

— 51 He 3Ha10, KaKOH MOBOJ] UMEEIb THI. .. — HAYaJIa UMIIEPaTPHIIa C THEBOM.

— Tak, Tak, matb! Ho s BurKy, TeOe Tspken Hamn pasroBop. [Ipekpatum ero. HampacHo s yrio-
MsHYJ 00 3ToM. C TeueHreM BpeMeHH Bce CIIIIMTCS CaMo COOOIA.

— Ho Benb ThI BUIUIIE, — )KUBO BO3pa3UiIa OHA, — KaK s JaJieKa OT JIMYHOTO Yectomooust! MiHave,
pasBe s Tak xJjonorana Obl 0 TBOeH keHuTbOe? Bpak 3TOT, €CTECTBEHHO, YMEHBIIUT MOE BIIMSHUE.
OxTaBuH, KaKk UMIIEpATPUIIe, TIPUHAJICKUT 3HAYUTEIbHAS POJIb, KOTOpAS. . .
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3. DkureiiH, A. Pam6o. «Hepon (cOopHUK)»

— Mory cebe nipencraButh, — ycMexHysicss Hepon. — OHa B3opom Apryca OymeT HaOmonaTh
3a TeM, 4ToObl HUKOTJAa U HUTJE He ObUla MPOIMYIIeHa HU OfIHA LIEPEMOHHMSI, HECMOTPsI Ha BCIO ee
HEJIETIOCTh B MoeM noHnManud. OHa OyaeT TpeOoBaTh, YTOOHI 1 KaXkJJ0€ YTPO MOJIUJICS 000KaeMOMY
Pomyity, utoOb! moBecwit cebe Ha I1el0 aMyJieT ¢ H300pakeHreM BOTYHMITH M TOJIOAHBIX OJTM3HEIIOB U
YTOOBI 51 IOMOTAJI €11 BEPUTh, KOT/IA B KaXK0M COOBITHH OHA Oy/IeT BUIETh HETTOCPEICTBEHHOE YIacTHe
IOnutepa u ero HexHoit KOHOHBI.

— A ecnu Obl OHa U Jieniaia BCe 910, YTO TYT XyA0ro?

— Xynoro? — noBropui1 umneparop. — Hy, st He 3Haio, 4To ThI AyMaenb 0 O0XeCTBEeHHOH UCTO-
UM HAIMX MpeaKoB. Thl HUKOTIA He paccKas3biBajla MHE O HUX, Jlaxe Korja st ObUI elrie MajJbqrKOM.
[Nonaraio Mo3TOMYy, YTO HAIIX B3IJISIIB ONMHAKOBBI.

— A umeHHo?

— 41 He BepI0 HAPOAHBIM CKa3KaAM.

— Ta? A yemy ke Tbl BEpUILb?

— Pa3Be 310 MOXHO ckazathb cpa3y? Bmecte ¢ CeHeKol s Bepio B CyIIIECTBOBaHUE MOTYUel nep-
BOOBITHOM CHJIBI, CKPBITOTO, BCEOOBEMITIOIIETO M BCEMPOHUIIAIONIETo Ayxa. [lyX 3TOT )XMBET U B Hac;
ero BOJISI M €r0 YyBCTBA — CYTh Hallla Bojsl M Hammy ayBcTBa! Ho OOroB Takux, KakKMM MOKJIOHSIETCS
HApOJI, s CYUTAI0 BBIMBICJIOM, HEOOXOIUMBIM [IJISl TOTO, YTOOBI CIYKUTh OCHOBOM Pa3pyIIAIOIecs
HPaBCTBEHHOCTH HaIIero oOIIecTBa.

ArpuIiyHa I0aro MojJania.

— 3Haelb, CHIH MOM, — CKa3ajla OHa HaKOHEll, — Thl HAXOAMIIILCS HA CAaMOM BEPHOM IyTH K
rOCy/IapCTBEHHOMY MPECTYIUICHUIO, B TOYHO TAKOM Xke poJie, KaK MPEecTYIUIEHHUe TOJIbKO YTO MOMH-
JIOBAaHHOTO TOOOU ApTeMuopa.

Hepon ynbiOHysICS.

— Thl UMeelIb CIMIIKOM HU3KOE MHEHHE O MOEH CMETIIMBOCTH. S yMelo OTelATh uMIepaTopa
oT 4actHoro jmia. [lepen ceHaToOM, KOHEUHO, s OCTEPEryCh JIETKOMBICIIEHHO BBIPaKaTh MOM (DUIIO-
co(pckue yoexaenus. Tam s Oymy ToBOpUTh O MHOromoouMon MuHepBe He Xyxke TIIyNeHInero u3
r1ynioB. Ho 3To HUCKOBKO He MoMeIaeT MHe HAXOJUTh CKYUHBIM, €CJTH 1 IOMa, KaK MYK, 51 BBIHY K-
aeH Oyy MpOIOIKaTh Ty e KOMEAUIO, U CITH JIake B CralbHe CO MHOW OyHeT Kpulla, Bepsinas B
Bosia EBpornbi! YynecHsiit 60r ObUT 3TOT SJITMHCKO-PUMCKUN 3€BC, MEPETUIBIBIINN MOpE C JI0UEpPhio
napsi AreHopa JjIsl TOro, YTOOBI MPOM3BECTH HA KPUTCKUX JIyrax MuHoca u PajamanTa!

ArpuIinyHa rnoxana Ijiedamu.

— Beputs B IOnutepa, kak B Lapsi BCEJIEHHOM, M MPUHUMATh 3a YKCTYI0O MOHETY (paHTa3uu
IPEYecKOro HapOJHOTO M03TA — JJBE Pa3HbIE BEIIH.

— WctunHO Bepylonmil BepyeT U B (paHTaszuu, — Bo3pasui Hepon. — Eciu Ob1 ObUTO MHAYE, TO
Xy/IO)KECTBEHHBIE N300paXKEHUsI TAKUX [JIYMbIX SMHU3010B CUMTAIUCH Obl OCKOpOIeHNEeM O0KEeCTBa.

— Boiock, Thl cam cTapaenibesi BO MHOTOM yOeauTh cedsl, — 3ameTuia umrneparpuua. — Ho Bripo-
4eM, s 6arogapio Te0s 3a OTKPOBEeHHOCTh. YBHI! K uemy orpuriats? S BUXKy, Thl CBIH CBOEH MaTepH.
Tol yrazgan, yTo 00T U MHE BIIOJHE UYXAbl. $1 BEepio TOJIBKO B ofiMH POK, mpesHayepTaBIIvil HaIl
JKU3HEHHBIH MyTh C Ha4Yas1a 10 KoHla. Kpome Toro, st Bepio elie 1 B TO, YTO HEKOTOPHIM N30paHHUKAM
JaeTcsl CUJia yKpararh 3TOT MyTh [IBETAMH TaM, TJIe TPOCThIE CMEPTHBIE HAXOISAT OIHO JIUIIb TEPHUE.
41 Bepio B cuity Iyxa, MHOTIA MpUHYKAaomero Pok k ycrynkam. [I7st 3Toro HeoOXoAMMBI SICHOCTb U
CIIOKOMCTBUE YMa, YMEHbE MOJIb30BaThCSI BCEMU MTPEUMYIIECTBAMU U IMTOCTOSTHCTBO B IPECiIeIOBaHIN
nenu. Bee 3Ti kayecTBa y TeOst TONBKO B 3auatke. OKTaBHsI K€ CKOPO Pa30BbET HX.

— OkraBus? Tuxas OkraBus?

— OHa THXa TONBKO B TBOeM MpucytcTBuu. Camasi 3aypsijHasi IeByIIKa U Ta AOragaiach Obl,
YTO THI HE pa3fesisienib ee uyBCcTB. OHa JI0OUT TeOst BCceM cepaiieM, Thl ke, HECMOTPS Ha IpyKeJioone
K Hel, elle H1 pazy He TOBOPWJI C Hel rosocoM JiioOBH. OT 3TOro, ChIH MO, OHa YyBCTBYET ceOs
CTECHEHHOM, IOUTH YHUUTOXKeHHOH. Eci Obl He 00s13Hb BO30OYAUTH 00IIee BHUMAHKE U HE HA/IeKa
noOeaUTh HAKOHEI[ TBOE PaBHOJYIIINE, OHA JAaBHO MOpBajia Obl BCE.
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— 310 6BLTO OBI caMoe JTyulliee! — 3aIyMUYrBO TiporenTan HepoH.

— D10 6BLTO OBl TBOEH rMOENBI0! — BCKpUYaia BO3MYyIleHHas: ArpurnmnuHa. — [IpusHaiock, 4To
MHE JJaBHO YK€ O MYKH CMEpPTHOW HACKyuYWJa TBOs JieAsHass XonogHocTh K OkrtaBuu. 1 Tpedyio,
4yTOOBI THI TIepeMeHuIcs. M Tak Kak Tebe He yaaeTcsl polib kKeHHXa, TO 5 o3ad0uych ITOCKOpee COeIH-
HUTH Bac. BbITh MOXeT, oHa OOJIbIIle MMOHPABUTCS TeOe, KOraa Thl Oyfielib 00/1aiaTh €0 U BIIOJTHE
y3Haellb ee.

— Marts! Benp MHe 1aH OB eltie TOf CPOKY.

— 3TO CUIIKOM JI0JT0!

— Ho T8I mana ciaoBo.

— 4 Gepy ero Hazan. INoxanyii, 3Ty 3UMy ele Thl MOXellb (PUI0CO(PCTBOBATL U COUMHSTD
rpedeckue Tparequn. Ho Kak TOJNBKO 3armaxHeT BeCHOM. ..

— Torma mpuner KoHell Moell BecHe! — B3/10XHYJI umriepatop. — Hy, MbI eftie moroBopuM 00
3TOM!

Hocwmiku ocTaHOBIITUCH TIEpE[T IBOPIIOM.

CUIBHO paccTpOeHHasl, MMITepaTpUIla-MaTh OTIPABWIACh B CBOM TMOKoU. HepoH ke ToTdac
3a0bUT HEMPUATHBIN Pa3roBop. B konoHHa e mpuBeTcTBOBa ero CeHeka v MPUIIIACUI TIPOTYIISIThCS C
HUM J10 06eaa. [1o BEICOKMMHE JepeBbSIMY MATATHHCKUX CAI0B MYIpPBIA YUUTENIb PACCKA3bIBA CBO-
eMy JI0OO3HATETbHOMY YUYEHUKY Uy/IeCHbIe NICTOPUH O HOBOM JTyXOBHOM, ITOKa eIlle TAHOM 1 HeTIpH-
METHOM JIBUKEHUH, TT0]] UMEHEeM Ha3apsiHCTBA PACIPOCTPAHSIBIIIEMCS ¢ BOCTOKA Ha 3amaj, U Mpe/-
CTaBJISIBIIIEM B OCHOBAX CBOETO yUeHHSI MHOTHE HEOXHJAHHbIE TOUKH COTTPUKOCHOBEHUS C PUMCKOM
dunocodueii; BereACTBIE Yero OHO HECOMHEHHO 3aCITy)KUBAJIO M3yYeHUsI TAKUMHU CBOOOIHBIMU OT
MpeapaccyaKoB ToapMu, kKakumu Obii Hepon 1 CeHeka.

I'nasa 111

[Ipouwua Henens.

B IManatnHCKOM IBOpLE TONBKO YTO OKOHYMIICA 3aBTPAK.

ArpunnuHa cujena Ha IIBETACTOM AMBaHe MOJ JepeBbsAMHU U OecefoBajia ¢ HEOONIBIION Kyd-
KO N30PaHHUKOB, CPEM KOTOPBIX, IO OOBIKHOBEHUIO, TIEPBEHCTBOBAJ TOCY/IAPCTBEHHBI MUHUCTP U
¢unocod Jloumii AnHeit Ceneka, OMCTaBIIMI YMOM U ocTpoyMueM. Bosiie Hero cTosi1 HayajabHUK
reapauu Bypp, BriepBble 1OCIe BBI3IOPOBJICHUS SBUBIIMICA BO ABOPELl U HACIAXKIABIIMKCA JINLIE-
3peHreM MMIIepaTpHUIIbl, TOJOOHO TOMY, KaK CIyXHTeJb MUTpBI HaclakIaeTcs CUSHUEM COJHIIA.
Tyt ke Haxonwica U IieMAHHUK CeHeKH, 10HbIM No3T JIyKaH, A3BUTEIbHBIE ST PaMMBbl KOTOPOTO
Ha PUMCKHX apUCTOKPATOB MOCIYXWIN EMY Y UMIIEPATPULIBI JYUIIEN PEKOMEHAALMEN, YEM CaMble
yCEPIHBIE TOXBAJIBI JASI/IN.

Iloka Arpunnuna, OKpyKeHHast CBOUM JBOPOM, OU4apOBbIBaJIA TEX, KTO HE HAXOIWJI 9TY BIIOJIHE
PAaCLBETILYIO0, TOPAYI0 XEHIMHY 4Yepecuyp NOBEJIUTENbHOW M MykecTBeHHOH, HepoH, mo3adbis
CEpbE3HBbIE YBELIEBAHUSA CBOETO YUEHOI'O BOCIIUTATENS], TIOTUXOHBKY MCUE3.

B mononom nmneparope, MpoTMBOpeYa YTOHYEHHO BOCIIUTAHHOMY M ITPOHUKHYTOMY Y4€HO-
cteio HepoHy, npoOysk1ajicsi MHOrIa ¥ APYroi, MeHee BBICIPEHHBIN YeJI0BEeK, KOTOPBIH, MOJ BIUs-
HUeM Becesioro nopepeHHoro, Cogonus TurenmHa, o BpeMeHaMm Opajl BepX Haf MEPBBIM U Jej1al
POOKHE TOIBITKY IMTPAKTHYECKOTO 03HAKOMJICHH S C XKU3HBIO U €e PA3HOOOPA3HBIMU HACAKICHUSIMH.
Codonmii Turesuind u3 ArpureHTa cenaics usecteH umreparopy B Circus Maximus, kak oonaja-
TeJb JIYUIINX, BCEria MoOek JaBIIMX PHICUCTHIX Jlomaneii. HepoH mpuriacui ero B MIepaTopcKui
MyJbBUHAPHIA, TIO3APAaBUII, M ObLT TaK BOCXMIIEH TUICHUTEIbHON JIIOOE3HOCTBIO ONECTSIIEro Haesi-
HHMKa, YTO MEXAYy HUMHU CKOpO 3aBs3ajlach UCKpeHHsA Apyxo0a. Tak kak TuremmH npexie yxe
3aHMMaJl MECTO CBEPXIITAaTHOTO BOeHHOro TpuOyHa, To HepoH chenan ero oguiiepom nperopuas-
CKOW TBapIvy ¥ Ha3HAYMJI COCTOSITh TIpH cBoel ocode. CeHeka XoTes ObUIO BOCIIPOTUBHUTBCS STOMY,
IIOTOMY YTO TPUALATWIETHUN TUIeJsIMH CIbUT CaMbIM OTYasHHBIM IIOKOPUTEJIEM CEpPAEL BO BCEU
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cToNMIe, 1a U BOOOIIe BHYIIAN K cebe oueHb Masio JoBepusi. Ho HepoH Tak Hammpai Ha ero cBert-
CKHE 1 apTUCTHUECKHE TAJIaHThI, 4TO CeHeKa YCTYIUI ¥ TOJIbKO PEIINII C YABOSHHOW OJUTETbHOCTHIO
MPUCMATPHUBATh 32 UIMIIEPATOPOM.

Codonmnii TurenH BriepBbie mpoOyan1 B HepoHe CKJIOHHOCTD K MPUKJIIOYEHUSIM U, O1arofapst
CBOEH HEHMCTOLTMMOW N300PETaTeIbHOCTH CyMeJT 3aCTaBUTh €ro EPEUTH OT KEJNaHUs K JACHCTBUSIM.
Nmmnepatopa pa30upaio MHOTAA CTPACTHOE KeJIaHWe 3aTepsThCs B TONIE, HE Oyaydd y3HAHHBIM,
JenaTh 3aHsATHbIC HAOMIOIEHNs], TOIMEYaTh pa3IMuHbIe CIIEHBI U CIy4Yau M OTBHICKMBATh HACTOSIIEE,
HEUCTIOpUeHHOe YesioBeuecTBO. CHavaia BHIXOJKM UMIlepaTopa ObLIM KpaiiHe HEBUHHOTO CBOKCTBA,
1 Codonuii Ture/umH onacajcsl CIMIIIKOM OTKPOBEHHO WUTpaTh poiib coOnasauteniss. OH A0poro
3aruiaTuil Obl 3a 3TO, echu Obl Kakue-HuOyab ciayxu jgonum o Ceneku. Ho oH TBepno Hapesiics,
YTO CO BpeMEHeM Bce YCTpOUTCsl camo co0oi. To, 4To Terephb Ka3ajaoch MOYTH MaJbUMIIIECTBOM U
pedsIecTBOM, TOIKHO OBbUIO, HECMOTPSI Ha Mpefoctepekennst CeHeKH, IOCTENIEHHO IePEePOIUTLCS B
0e3yMHYI0 a1y YIOBOJIbCTBUI M HaclaxaeHui, a Torga Codonniit TUre M CTAaHOBHUJICS TOCIIO-
OUHOM TojiokeHUs1. CTos1, BBITECHEHHAs! YYEHUEM jKU3HEPAJ0CTHOIO DNUKYpa; pritocodckast Mya-
pocts CeHeku, MpeBpaTUBIIAsCS B TSKKOe OpeMst; oH, THUresuTnH, MpUBETCTBYEMbIN KaK KEeJIaHHBIH
n30aBUTENb U3 3TOTO MOPsI MPUHYKACHNS U CKYKHU: BOT IUIaH, IMOCJe OCYIIECTBICHUSI KOTOPOTO JI0
BBICIIIEH BJIACTH OCTABAJICS TOJIbKO OAMH mar!

Camo coOol pa3yMeeTcs, 4To JIyKaBbIil arpureHTel Aepkal mpo ceds BCe CBOU COOOPaKEHUSI.
OH npuTBOPAIICA CIIYTOM IOHOLIECKUX KEeJIAHUW MMIIepaTopa, OH, TUre/INH, BKYCUBIIMI BCETO U €111e
MaJIBUMKOM TpelaBaBIIMICS HeoOy31aHHOMY pasryiy! HepoH He mOHMMa pa3HUIIBI MEKITY XOAOM
CBOETO Pa3BHUTHS U Pa3BUTUEM arpUreHTIa, U Bepui eMy. OH cuuTal n30aJ0BaHHOTO, YyBCTBEHHOTO
KyTHJIy TAaKHM K€ CBEXKUM, KakuM ObuT cam. OH 1o3a0bU1 Ty 0€30TpaHyI0 KU3Hb, YTO OH BeJ TOCTIe
cMepTH cBoero otia Jdomurust AsHoOapOa 10 Tex Mop, MoKa BTOpoy Opak ArpuniuHbI, Ha STOT pa3 —
¢ camuM umneparopom Knasauem, He caesnan ero u3BecTHelM BceMy Beunomy I'opony. Kpome toro,
apTUCTUYecKoy HaType HepoHa Ka3aioch BIIOJHE €CTECTBEHHBIM BJIEUEHHE B30pa K KapTHHE, yMa K
MBICJIH, & TUIAMEHHOMY BOOOPQKEHUIO K MPUKITIOUSHHUSIM.

CouHIle CTOSLIO e1le BBICOKO HaJl MoJIoroil ropoit AHukyina, kornga Hepon u TuresunH, okyTaH-
HbIE JIETKMMH IUIAIIaMH, BCTYIHJIM HA MHOTOJTIOIHOE MapcoBo moe.

JlecsITh repMaHIIeB U3 TBApIUH, [Tl N30ekKaHUsI BCAKOTro NMono3penus B3saThie u3 [lanartiunyma,
yXe CUeNU B OJHOM 13 OONbIIMX TaBepH O3 KarmuTonus v muim 3a 310poBbe MMITEpaTopa U ero
BECEJIOro MOBEPEHHOT0 KPACHOE CUTHUHCKOE BUHO.

Henb ObuT uygHbIA. CKIIaT4aToe MOKPHIBAJIO, HAKMHYTOE Ha rosioBbl Hepona u Turesumaa, Kak
OBl /17151 3AIUTHI OT COJTHEUHBIX JIy4Yel, CKPBIBAJIO X OT MPOXOKHX, XOTsI B Pume, rie Kask/Iplil 3HaT-
HBIT TpakIaHWH BBIXOAWJI HA YJIWIYy He MHAUe Kak ¢ Oojiee Wik MeHee MHOTOUMCIIEHHON CBUTOM, HU
OfIHA JyIlla He 3arofo3puiia Obl B JBYX OJMHOKHX IEIIeXofax TAKUX BHICOKHX 0COO.

Nmriepatop nosHOM rpy/bio BAbIXas TEIUIbIA, HO IPU 3TOM OCBEKaloIui Bo3ayx. Haa rurant-
CKHMH JIEPEBbSIMH, YK€ MOKPHITHIMU OCEHHUMHU KPACKaMH, CUSJIO TEMHO-Toiyboe He0o. YXOxkeH-
HbIE ICPHOBBIE JTy’KalKH OJiecTenu 3e1eHbl0. MpaMOpHbIe CTaTyH, OeCUMCIeHHbIe POCKOIIIHBIE JIABKH,
KOJIOHHA/TBI ¥ TIAMSITHUKH Ka3aJIMCh 3JIMTHIMK HEOOBIUAHO SICHBIM cBeToM. [0 T1aBHOM ajuiee qBU-
rajicsi HeCKOHYaeMBbIi psiji HOCWIIOK U remexonoB. CripaBa u cjieBa, Mo MPOe3kKUM ITyTsIM HECIIHChH
ropsture KoHu u3 Karnmanokuu, y3KOKOIBITHBIE CKaKyHbl U3 PaBHUHBI [ McTianuca v X pansiiye MoHH.
Kpyrom Ha XMTpo MepervieTeHHbIX JOPOXKKaxX, MEXKIY JIABPOBBIMU U MUPTOBBIMU U3TOPOASIMHU, TEC-
HWJIACh TECTPasi TOJIINA BCEBO3MOKHBIX COCJIOBHIA: TYT ObLJIM CEHATOPHI B TOTaX C Iy PITy pOBOM OTOPOY-
KO, OKPYK€HHble MHOTOUMCIICHHBIMU KJIMEHTAMHU U JPY3bsSIMHU; 3HATHbIE MAJIOA3UHIIBI B BHIIIIUTHIX
30JI0TOM XMMAaTHOHAX; YEPHOBOJIOCHIE MEPCHI B BBICOKMX THAPaX M MCKYCHO PACIHIMTHIX IAIbBAPaXx;
[BETYIIME TPEYaHKHU B KEJNTHIX AUIUIOUIMOHAX; S(PUOITBI U TAJUIBI, CBOOOIHBIE M Padbl, COOPIIMKH
NojIaTeil W IEeroNu, Mejaroru ¢ uX MUTOMIIAMU, TOPTOBIBI TOPOXOM U YKPAICHUSIMH, OJUHAKOBO
KPUKJIMBO TIPE/JIaraBiliie CBOM TOBAphI, MpeIcKa3aTed, MaTPOChl, COJIIAThl TOPOACKOM KOTOPTHI 1
VHBaJIAIBL.
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— Co3zHaenib JI1 Thl, JOPOTOH 11e3apb, — Haual TuresuinH, — Bce OaropazyMue MOEro CoBera —
KUTb, CJIEAYs BICUSHUSIM TBOETO /1yXa, MPEIOCTABUB TSKENIbIE TOCYAapPCTBEHHbIE Jieia STOW MPEeBOC-
xonHou yere [JuockypoB, Ceneke u Adppanuio Byppy? Tol Moson, 1ie3apb! Thl TOTKEH cHavaia u3y-
YUTh MHOTOTOJIOBOE YEJIOBEUECTBO, KOTOPHIM Oy/elIb YIPaBJIsATh BO BCEX €ro OeCUCIeHHbIX (op-
Max!

— Tur nipaB, TureumH, — OTBEYa UMIIEpaTtop. — B camMom nene, uTo crai Obl 5 jenaTh 0e3
Byppa u Cenexku? A raBHOe: 4TO cTasl Ol g jenath 0e3 Teds? Kinsuyck ['epkynecom, Tebe ymaercs
XOTh Ha HECKOJIBKO YacOB OCBOOOXIATh MEHSI M3-TIOJ sipMa MOUX MMIIEPATOPCKUX OOSI3aHHOCTEH.
91 — nie3app, HO MpEXk/E BCETO 51 — YEIOBEK U MOBTOPSIIO C TIO3TOM: ISl BCETO YeJIOBEYECKOr0 BO MHE
ObeTcs TIaMeHHoe cepte!

OHM [OCTUIIM CBEpKAIOIIEro MpaMOpOM IPOCTPAHCTBA, TIe TOMEeNIagach MOCTOSHHAS
sipMapka. BceBo3MOKHbIE JTaBKM M TTAHOPAMbl MAHMJTH HAPOJT BO BCe CTOPOHBL. [1omaaku 1isi merta-
HUS JJMCKOB U WUIPHl B MY CMEHSUIMCh XapueBHSAMH, KabauKaMH C TYHIMCTBIMH TOPaMH IUIOJIOB.
Hanbie, Ha Gepery TuOpa, BO3BBINIAIUCH JEPEBSIHHBIE TTOMOCTBI, C KOTOPBIX IJIOBIIbI, TOOMBIIHCH
00 3akJiaJ1, Opocanch B TIOIEPHYTYIO psiObio peky. [ToBciogy pazdpocaHbl ObUTM TEHUCTBIE IEPEBb,
BBICOKME KYCTApPHUKH, SIPKUE [IBETOUHbIE KJIyMOBI M CTaTyu OOTOB.

Le3apsb 1 €ro CiyTHUK OCTAHOBMJIMCH Tiepe[] TIOJIOTHSIHOM, TIeperyIeTeHHON cepeOpsTHBIMU IITHY-
PaMu MaJaTKOM erurneTcKoro KyaeCcHUKa.

Kup — Tak, cyas no Hagnucu Ha BepXy MaJlaTKU, 3Bajd KyIE€CHUKA, — TOJBbKO YTO PUOBLT U3
AJleKcaHIpuu 1 yXKe CIeNaJICs IIEHTPOM HapOJHOTO UHTEpeca.

HeOpexHO NpUCIOHUBIIMCH KO BXOMY, CHUAEN IMHHOOOPOIBI 4YelIOBEK, C PaBHOMYIIHOM
YCMEIIIKOM CMOTPSI Ha Maccy TOJIMBIIIETOCst BOKPYT HErO Hapoaa.

Brpyr, To4HO 03apeHHBIN BHE3AITHOM MBICJIBbIO, OH TIOCTABUJT IIECTH- MJTH CEMIJIETHETO peOeHKa
Ha TaK Ha3bIBa€MbIil MarM4eCKUI TPEHOKHUK, TIOKPBLT €ro OOJNBIION, B POCT YeJIOBEKa, OCTPOKOHEY-
HOW TIEPCHUJICKON IAnKoON u3 Oymaru, JOTPOHYJICS 0 pa3yKpallleHHOW pa3sHbIMU W300pakeHUsIMU
MOBEPXHOCTH IIANKKM CBOUM K€3JI0M U3 CIIOHOBOW KOCTHU M 3aTeM IPUIIOHSLI ee.

K HeornmmcaHHOMY U3yMJICHUIO 3puUTesiel, peOeHOK OecCieIHO UcYes.

3aTeM erunTsSHUH BOIIEN B MaJaTKy, KyJa JBOe KypuaBbIX 9(PHUOMNCKUX padoB, CO CMEIIHBIMU
KPUBJISIHbSIMH BHEC/IM BCJIE] 32 HUM TPEHOKHHUK ¢ OYMasKHOM IIATKOM.

Hapon rpomko Beipaxait cBoe ogoOpenre. HepoH Takske ¢ O0JIbIIMM BOOAYIIEBIEHUEM XJIOMaT
B JIA/IONIH.

— CnaBHbll (DOKYC, — TUXO CKazasl oH TuresuiuHy. — BiaroBocnuraHHOMY CBETCKOMY 4YeJio-
BEKY YAMBJIEHHE HETPUJIMYHO; HO CIIPAIMBAIO TeOsI: UMEEIb JI Thl XOTh MaJleHIliee MOHATHE, KAaKUM
00pa3oM OH JIeJIaeT TO UyIo?

TuresyMH nozxant rjedamu.

— Ecim 3emuist He COCTOUT B COI03€ C STUM ETHMITSIHUHOM, — OTBEUYaJl OH, — ¥ €CJIM OHA BTUXO-
MOJIKY HE PaCKpbIBaeT CBOM HeZpa, YTOOBl MOMIOTUTh peOeHKa, Kak HeKkoraa oTeaxHoro Kypuwus, —
TO 51 HE MOTY HallTU OOBSICHEHHUS.

Ha ckomnoueHHBI MOMOCT BBIIIEN IJIAliaTai B KeJITON U KPACHOW OIeXK[E U TPU paza IPOMKO
MPOTPYOUIT B CBOIO 3ByUHYIO TPYyOy.

3aTeM OH MpUIIACKIT OJIarOPOIHBIX KBUPUTOB U KBUPUTSIHOK HE MEJTUTh.

— Tpm cecrepuusi! — ormymuresbHO Kpryais oH. — C Bac 6epyT 1Mo TpH cecTepuus Uisi TOro,
YTOOBI Ha LIeJIBIE TIONITOpa Yaca MpeBpaTuTh Bac B 00roB. Kup, Mol yBeHUaHHBIH CJIABOM TIOBEJIUTENb,
3Be3/1a BocToka, 3HameHnTocTh BaBuiiona, Cy3bl U AJIeKCaHAPUH, APYT a3UATCKUX IApei, JIIOUMeIl
BCEX HApOIOB OT BOCTOKA JIO 3aajia MPUBETCTBYET BAC M JKEJNAET 3HATh, Mpeiarai Jid BaM KTO-
HUOYIb 4TO-HUOYAB Mo00HOE 3a Tpu cectepiusi? «HeT! — orBeTHTE BB — DTO BO3ZMOXHO TOJBKO
11t HecpaBHeHHOTO Kupa!» [ToatoMy, ormycTute pyKy B CKJIQJKH Ballleld TYHUKU U IOOYIbTE KETOH
U3 CJIOHOBOHM KOCTH, JAIOIIMI BaM MpPaBO B TEUEHUH IMOITYTOPA YacOB JbIIIATh BO3ayxoM Omnvmria!
Koraa BropuuHoO 3a3ByunT MOs TpyOa, OeccMepTHbI Kup HauHeT npejcraBieHue.
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[NecTppiMu rpynmamMu yCTPEMUIUCh 3PUTENIN HANPABO K CTOJIaM, TJie TPoe POCbiX (hpU30B,
TaKke B (PaHTACTUYECKMX KOCTIOMAxX, MPOJABaJIM KETOHBI U3 CIOHOBOM KocTH. Hepon u Turemumn
MOCJIEJOBAJIU TIPUMEPY TOJIIIHL.

JlaBka OblTa Takasi, YTO UMIEPATOpP CKOPO ObLT OTTECHEH OT THresuInHa.

— Hpyr, — no-rpevecku 3akpryasi HepoH 4epe3 rooBbl CHEMIMBIIMX K CTOTY MOJIOIBIX AEBY-
IIIeK, — €CJIM Mbl Pa30iJeMcs BO BpeMs MPECTaBICHHs], TO 10 OKOHYaHUH BCTPETUMCS OKOJIO KJIeHa
ArpuIisl.

— Xopouo! — kuBHy1 TUresuvH.

[NManatka erunTssHUHA ObLTA HEOOBIKHOBEHHO BMecCTUTebHA. CKBO3b MPOJOILHOE OTBEPCTHE
CBEpXY B IIMPUHY TPUKJIMHUYMA CUJIbHBIN CBET MaJiasl Ha BEJIMKOJIEITHO yOpaHHoe nomMelnenue. [Ton
yCTJIaH ObUT IPOKOBBIMU IMHOBKaMHU. C MEPEeBUTHIX cepeOpOM IITHYPOB CITYCKAIMCh KOBPbI, KOTOPHIE
n3ajIeKa MOXKHO ObUTO MPUHSATH 3a cupuiickue. [locpearHe BO3BBILIEHUS, OTAEIEHHOTO OT IMyOJIMKH
OPOH30BBIMU LIETISIMU, CTOST OOJIBIION anTapb. BuceBImil mo3aam HEero TsoKeJblid 3aHaBeC U3 TapeH-
THUHCKOH TOTyOO! MIEPCTH Me/ITIEHHO PUTIOJHSIICS, ¥ U3-32 IMPOKUX CKJIAJOK TOPKECTBEHHO TTOKa-
3aJIcsl Mar, MeX/1y TeM Kak CHapyXKy CHOBA 3aTpyOuJI IJ1alaTai.

Hepon — Ternepp yxe HaMepeHHO — Bce jablne orxoawt oT Turemmuna. OH BCTasl Briepey,
JOBOJILHO OJTM3KO K OPOH30BBIM LIETISIM U C OXKUJIAHUEM CMOTpEJT B OJIECTSIIME 171a3a TOPIOro erui-
TSHUHA.

[NepBoe, uTo Mar nokasai cBoei myoiuke, 66T (POKYC, yKe MPOCIaBUBIIMICS B AJIEKCAaHIPUH
1 Ha3bIBaeMbIi «YepHast DBpuanka». OH a1 3TO UMS U3 U3BECTHOI'O IPEUECKOro MpeIaHusl YEPHOM
royourie, KOTOpyIo OH YOMBaJI M CHOBA BO3BpAIal K KI3HM.

[Noka oH Ha m1a3ax TOMIMBI pa3pblBaJl HA YaCTU UCIYTAaHHO OMBIIYIOCS TITUILY, OKOJIO UMITEpa-
TOpa Pa3Aajoch TUXOE BOCKJIMIIAHUE.

OH obGepHyJCcs.

[Mozagu Hero crosia Ta camasi OesloKypasi KpacaBWlla, KOTOpasi MpOCHIa ero 3a ApreMu-
nopa. CTpaHHO B3BOJTHOBAHHOMY IOHOIIIE TIOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO OH TOJIBKO Cevac YBUIAN BCIO TPEJIECTh
3TOr0 PO30BOrO JMYMKA. UyqHbIE, TTOTYOTKPBITHIE TYObl, 32 KOTOPHIMU COOJIA3HUTEIBHO ONecTesnu
Oesble 3yOKH, ABIIIAT HEBUHHOCTBIO, CTPACTBIO I BMECTE C TEM PaJIOCThIO; BhIPAKEHUE U3YMJICHUS
1 JKaJIOCTh CMEIIMBAJIVCh B €€ MPEJIeCTHBIX JIETCKUX YepTax.

A ee roinoc!..

B ymax HepoHna eriie 3Byuaiio ee BOCKJIMIIaHUE, M UM OBJIAJIEJIO CTPACTHOE KeJJaHUe 3aCTaBUTh
€e rOBOPUTb, HECMOTPsSI Ha Bce uyaeca Erunrta n BaBuwioHa. TUXOHBKO M HE3aMETHO TOJAJICS OH
Hazaa. MecTo ero ObUT0 TOTYAC ke 3aHATO ApyruM. OH CTOSUI TeNeph PSIOM C IEBYIIIKOM U C TPETIETOM
MPOILETITAT:

— Tbl MeHs 3Haellb?

— Jla, moBenMTeENb! — TaK ke TUXO OTBevYala OHa.

— He Bbi1aBait ke meHs!

— Kak nosesnuiiib.

— To1 onHA?

MrHoBeHue OHa Kosiebanach.

— OpHa, nmoBeuTeNb, — POOKO IIEMHYJA OHA.

— Kak 1e0s 30ByT? — ClipOCHIT 11e3apb.

— Moe ums AKT3.

— Ponurenu tBoM kuBbI? K KakoMy COCIIOBUIO IPUHAIJICKUIID Thi?

— Mowu pogurtenu ymepiu. Oterr 661 ypoxener; Meauomnana, Math Obuia rpedanka. O6a Obun
HECBOOOJIHBIE 110 POXKJICHUIO.

— HeBo3moxHO! Thl — paObiHsI?

— Ornymiennunia Hukonuma. . .

— Toro, uto uHorga 3anumaetcs punocogueit ¢ Cenexoit?
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— Toro camoro.

Cpenu 3puTtenieit pa3faics ONTyIIATEbHBIN IIIyM.

—Ommmuno! ITpeBocxonHo! — TMKoBasa BooayiesaeHHas Tonma. — la 3apasctByet Kup, mo6u-
merr 60roB!

VauBurenpHblld POKyC «IDBpUIMKa» OKOHUMIICA, HO HepoH He Buaen ero. OH cTOST HEMO-
JBVDKHO, KaK OYapOBaHHBINA, B HEMOM CO3epIIaHUM TIOPa3UTEILHOM KPacoThl JeBymiky. Kakast n3 Bcex
3HATHBIX PUMJISTHOK MOTJIa CpaBHUTHCS ¢ Hell? Hu omHa, Hu maxe cama IMonmes Cabuna, Mosonast
xena OTo, Mo Kotopoii Bech Pum cxomnn ¢ yma! A OkrtaBus, Oyaymas umneparpuna! [la, ¢ Touku
3peHHs TPeYecKoro ckyibnropa, OKTaBus OblTa, OBITh MOXET, COBEpIIIEHHee, OHa oOyajana map-
CTBEHHOU pa3MEepeHHOCTHIO JBMIKEHUH, HO KaK XOJIOHO, HAMBIIIEHHO 1 O€3KM3HEHHO OBLIO BCE 3TO
B CPaBHEHUU C pacITyCKaloIeics, Oaroyxamlieil KpacoTon 3Toi padbIHU 10 POKIACHUIO!

— HeBo3moxno! — moBTopui 1ie3apb. — Kak HazpiBaemib Tol ceOs, AKTI?

— OTnymieHHULen.

— boruns, — npomenran Hepon, cTpacTHO cxumas ee pyky. — JIUTs, Thl HE 3HAe€lllb, KaK Thl
6eccMmepTHO xopoia!

— [NoBenwmTenn, THI CMyIACIbL MeHS. . . $1 3HAI0, YTO CUJIBHBIC MUPA JIIOOAT U3eBaThCsl HaJ| OeI-
HBIMU 1 Oe33aiMTHEIMU. HO 51 He MOry U He cMelo JyMath, 9TOOBI Thl, OJIATOPOIHBIA OCBOOOIUTETb
ApreMuopa, XoTeJl HaCMesSITbCs HaI0 MHOM. . .

— Hacmesitbest Hag To60ii? S xoTen Obl Ha pyKax roHecTH TeOsi, Kak cectpy. f 3aBuayio Apre-
MUJIOPY, Kak MepTBbIi kuByIiemy! Eciiu Tebe yroqHo, Musioe co3ianue, OToiIeM OTCIofia B CTOPOHY.
Tawm, y Bxoz1a, Ha Hac He OyAyT CMOTPETh, @ MHE HYXKHO TaK MHOTO CKa3arh Tebe!

Ona Mo14a oC/IeA0BaIa 3a HUM.

— IpaBo, 3Ta MBICTH HE MOKUJIAET MEHsI, — JAYIIEBHO POAOkai oH. — Aptemuaop! Eciu 6wl
MOHO OBLIO IIOMEHSTHCSI C HUM !

— 41 Bce-Taku qymaio, 4To Thl CMeelibest Hao MHoM! Thl, BceMOrymuil noBeauTesb, 1 Apre-
muzaop! Kakas Herpeomonmmmast 6e3aHa!

— KoHeuHo, HO TOJNBKO cYacTbe Ha ero cTopoHe! ApTeMuIop UMeeT YyAHOe MPaBo 1eJ0BaTh
TBOH JIOO, 3aKJoyaTh Te0A B 00bATHA... Kak IOBOJIEH M CYACTIIMB JOJDKEH OH OBITh, KOTJa TBOH
PO30BbIE YCTa IPUKACAIOTCS K ero rydam!

— 4 He uenych ¢ ApTEMUAOPOM, — TBEPIO CKa3ala AEBYIIKA.

— Kak? He nenyems Gpara?

— OH He 6par MHe, ¢ TBoero no3BosieHus1. Kinasauii HepoHn ymyctun u3 Buaa, 4to ApTeMuiop
ypoxeHen aajiekoro [lamacka, a orerr AKT — UTajuell.

— Ho 1o mpocuiia moMusioBaHus Opary. ..

— Jla, moBenuTENlb — B CMBICJIE HA3apsIHCKOro ydeHus. [Io 3ToMy ydeHMIO, BCe JIIOAU — MOU
Oparbsl.

— Taxk TbI cxuTpuia co MHOM !

—IpaBo, Het! Cripocy OIHOTO U3 HAIKMX, OOMaHBIBaIO JU s TeOs1! MBI, Ha3apsiHe, U B €XKeTHEB-
HBIX CHOIIICHUSX HA3bIBAEM APYT JApyra OpaThsIMH M CECTPaMH, TaK KaK MbI He MPU3HAEM HUKAKUX
Pa3IMumii, B I1a3ax HapoJa pasAesiiomux Hac. Mbl JaeM 5TO MMs1 OIMHAKOBO pady 1 OIaropogHOMY,
100 MBI BCE JTIOIH TI0 POXKICHUIO, padaMu ke, O1aropoJHBIMU M CEHATOPaMH JieJIaeT HAC VTN CITyJaid,
WM Ke HACWITUE U HECTIPABEJTUBOCTD MPEKHUX IMOKOJICHUH . . .

Le3app OnecTAIMMYU IJIa3aMyA CMOTPEJ B €€ MPEIeCTHOE JIUIIO.

— JleByIKa, — MPOU3HEC OH, OMYPMAaHEHHBI ee OOBOPOKHUTEILHON XEHCTBEHHOCTHIO, — ThI
BECCHHUI IIBETOK, a TOBOPHIIIL C MYIPOCThI0 Tvdparopeiinia. To, 4To THI CKa3aja, He OOJbIle U HEe
MeHbIIIe, Kak caMast CyTh pusiocodun, BHyIIeHHON MHe CeHeKkoi. Thl ITyOOKO MPUCTBIKALIIIL MEHS.
I cumrato ceOst CO CBOMMMU BO33PEHUSIMU CTOSIIIMM BBIIIIE N30PAaHHEUIINX, U BAPYT HAXOXKY €/1Ba pac-
I[BETAIOIIYIO JEBYIIKY, YyBCTBYIOIIYIO TO K€ CaMOe, UTO U $I, HO BBIPAKAIOIILYIO 9TH YyBCTBA sICHEE U
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COBEpLICHHEE, YeM Mol yBakaeMblid yuntens! Viu 1o Bee con? Wu [Tnaton ¢ Cokparom u 3eHo-
HOM CJIUJIMCh BOGAMHO, YTOOBI CHOBA BOIUIOTUTHLCSI B TOM IOHOM CyIIeCTBe?

[Tpu nocneqHUX BIOXHOBEHHBIX CJIOBAX MMIIEPATOPA JIUIIO €r0 03apUJIOCh BHYTPEHHUM OTHEM,
00JIarOpO/IMBIIIMM €ro YepThl U JBMKEHHS. Bojblve ria3a ero BIWIKCh B TEMHO-TONTYObIe IJ1a3a
AxT>. [lonHble, eBa MOKPBIThIE MOJOABIM ITYIIKOM T'yObI 32IpOKaii TaK KPACHOPEUMBO, YTO cama
HEONBITHOCTh TIOHSUIA Obl BOJIHOBABILIEE €r0 YyBCTBO. DTO ObLIO OypHOE, IJIaMEHHOE MpU3HAHUE
nepBoii Ge3yMHOH mo0BU. Ho r7a3a, cieauBiIve 3a MMIEpPaTOpoOM U3 TOJMIBI, KOHEYHO, HENb3s
ObLIO Ha3BaTh HEOIBITHBIMU; JyKaBblid CodoHuil TUreyIMH caeaus 3a CIEHON MeXIy MMIIepaTo-
POM M KpacHEIOIIEeH JIeBYIIKOW C YJOBOJILCTBUEM YUUTEs], BUASIIETO, KAK BCXOAST MOCESTHHBIE UM
cemeHa. Kiapnuit Hepon ObuT Teneph O1M30K K TOMY, YTOOBI TTPU3HATH OCJIOM 3aHOCUMBOTO (PHIIO-
coa CeHeky ¥ MPUHSATH 32 MPABIJIA KU3HU TO, UTO JIOCEJIE COCTABIISIIO JIMIIIb UCKITIOUEHHUE.

MaJmoTKa ¢ BOJIHUCTHIMU O€JIOKYPBIMU BOJIOCAMH M CO3IaHHBIM JIJIS1 TIOLIENTyeB POTHKOM ObLIa
npenectHa. Eciu 661 HepoH Tak HeoXuaaHHO He TMoMajics Ha YI0UKY, ObITh MoxeT, caMm CodoHuii
TurenmmH He oTKazaics Obl. .. Tenepb, KOHEYHO, 00 3TOM HEUEro U JyMarh, HO, B CYIIIHOCTH, 3TO BCE
paBHO, Tak kak Coonuii TurearMH MOr BHIOMpPATh CPer KPACUBEHIIINX U 3HATHEUIINX, EMY CTO-
WJIO JIMIIIb TIPOTSIHYTh PYKY, U Jaske cama [onmest CabrHa roroBa Oblia MOAHECTH HEKOE YKpaIlleHHe
cBoeMy cynpyry... [a, na, B 3trom Onectsimmil TuresiuH He COMHEBaJICs, M HAMEpeH ObLT BCKOpE
3aHATHhCS 3TUM. Terepsb ke OH ObUT JOBOJIEH, BEChMa JOBOJIEH MOXOA0M Ha MapcoBo Mosie; MpOTHB
BCSIKOTO OXUIaHusl, HEepoH OTIIMYHO Urpasi emy Ha pyKy.

Jpyras mapa 11a3, He3aMeTHO CJIEAMBIIMX 32 UMIIEPATOPOM M €ro MOJIOIOW coOeceaHuIIeH,
npuHaiexkana Hukoqumy. Ero mmuoHsl 1 JIa3yTUYMKU JOHECTH eMy, KakuM oOpazoM THreyutuH u
Hepon HamepeBasich MpoBeCTH BpeMsi MEKAY 3aBTPaKoM 1 00e1oM. OH TOTYAC e MOCTIEIII ¢ AKTY
Ha MapcoBo 1oJie 1, yBUIEB UMIIepaTopa, ObICTPO OTOIIEN B CTOPOHY, ITPEAOCTABIISS BCE OCTAIBLHOE
CMETIMBOCTH MOJIOJION JEBYIIKH. AKT3, TPUOBIBINAs B PUM JIMIIIb HECKOIBKO HE/IeNIb TOMY Haza (10
3THX TIOP, OHA XO[uJIa 3a O0JIbHOM pozcTBeHHMIIeH Hukonrma B OcTrm) B KPYry Ha3apsiH CTajia yxe
MOYTH 3HAMEHHTA Yy/IECHON CHJION YOEKIEHHS U YCTIEITHOCTBIO CBOMX TOMBITOK B OOPAILICHUH S13bIY-
HUKOB; OOpAIlleHHBIE €10 MOCIeOBATENIM X PUCTa CUUTAIUCH JecATKaMu. V1 HeyTOMUMBIN, TIaMeH-
Hblii HUKOAMM perms JoOCTUrHy Th HAMEYEHHON UM BEJTMKOM 11eJTH Y3Ke HEe TOJIBKO Yepe3 MOCPEICTBO
Ceneku, HO ropasio Oosiee MPSIMbIM ITyTeM, CBE/Isl IMIIEpaTopa ¢ yBJIeKaTeIbHO KPACHOPEUMBOM MPO-
TMOBETHUIIEH HOBOTO yueHust. HUKomum, ObIBIINIA I71aBa KPYITHOTO TOPrOBOTO AOMa, TO3HAKOMMUJICS
C pesrueit Ha3apsiH BO BpeMsl OJJHOTO U3 CBOMX IyTelecTBuil Ha Boctok. CmepTh JII0OMMOTo ChiHA
YKpernuia B ero ’axaaBIlIeM yTelleHus cepiie yoexkaeHnue B 00)KeCTBEHHON UCTUHE XPUCTUAHCTBA
¥ KOTJja 3Ta Bepa NoOeI0HOCHO M3BJIEKJIa €ro U3 Oe3/1HBI OTUASHUS MTOCIIE TSKETION MOTepH, OH Hava
BCEM CEpIIIEM CTPEMUTHCS K TOMY, YTOOBI CIIACUTEILHOE YUEHUE BOCTOPKECTBOBAJIO HAJI 320y K ie-
HUSIMU rOCyJapcTBeHHOM peuruu Puma. Xopoio 3HakoMblid ¢ prtocodueit CeHeku, KOTOpoMy B
ObLTbIE BpeMeHa OH OKa3bIBaJl 3HAUMTENIbHBIE IeHEKHbIEe YCIyrd, HUKOIUM ¢ pafocThio BUIeN BHYT-
PEHHIO CBSI3b MEXy yueHreM Mucyca 1 NoiHbIM Mpe3peHnsi K MUPY CTOMIIM3MOM; Ha STOM-TO U
OCHOBBIBAJIACh €ro Oe3yMHO cMenast Hajexaa oopatuth nuromia CeHeku B mocnenoBaresiss ChiHa
Ha3apeTCKOro TIOTHUKA.

AKT> Kazasiach €My CO3/1aHHOM U151 TOTO, YTOOBI OBITh €r0 OPYIUeM, He TOJIBKO 10 €€ Topsiuemy,
CepIeYHOMY KPacHOPEUHMIO, HO U IOTOMY, YTO OHA — XOTSI OH caM ceOe He XOTeJl CO3HATHCS B 9TOM, —
ObL1a BOILIOIIEHNEM Oe3yKOPU3HEHHOM KpacoThl M jkeHCTBeHHOCTH. OHa moBnusier Ha yM Hepona,
OBITh MOXKET, Jake Ha ero cepille, HO UTo 3a Oeja, eciy Ha 3TOT pa3, B BUJIE UCKJIIOUEHUsI BCECIacH-
TeJIbHAsl Bepa MPOHUKHET Ha KPBUIbSIX 3€MHOW, CKOPONpeXoasie JioOoBu? AKTS Be/lb 3HAaeT CBOM
Joir. .. B mocneqHo0 MUHYTY OHA HAlIeT B ce0e CUITY CITAacTH CBOIO I0OPOJIETeNb OT Oy PHOTO MOTOKA
CTPAaCTH.

Tak paccyxnan Hukomgum. ..

B riy6uHe ke cepaia u noyty 6€30TYETHO ISl HETO CaMOTO IIEBETMIIACh MBICTb: «A eclii Obl
¥ orudsa ofHa 3Ta OBLIA, TO MOTHOEIh e MOCITYKUT BO CIIACEHHUE BCEMY CTaIy».
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Besymer 3a0biBa1, 4TO M3 Xy/a U TI030pa HUKOT/IA HE BHIXOAUT J00pa; OH ObLT HE B COCTOSIHUM
OecnprCcTpacTHO OIICHUBATh CUTYAIHIO.

C mouTu IeMOHUYECKOW PaZOCThi0 CMOTpEN OH Tenepb Ha OBICTPO BO3PACTABIIYIO MPHSI3Hb
Mexay ero ornyieHHuuen u Knasauem Heponom. Bee 310 BeIxoquito ynauHee, 4eM OH cMeJl Korja-
6o HanesTbes. Ha nune uvrneparopa He ObUIO U Cliea JISTKOMBICJIEHHOM Iy TJIMBOCTH, OOBIKHO-
BEHHO OTPAKAIOIIEH 3aBsI3KY M3BECTHBIX OTHOIIEHHI C KPacaBUIIAMU HU3IIIETO COCIIOBUSI; HATIPOTHB,
YepThl €ro CKOpee BhIPAKAIM TMOYTHTEHbHOE COUYYBCTBHE M MOUTH poOKoe oboxkanue. Ecim AKT
CyMeeT YMHO IOBECTH JIeJI0, TO CEpALIe TOro 6oraTo OAapeHHOro MPUPOION IOHOIIH B €€ pyKax yIo-
AOOUTCSI MSITKOMY BOCKY.

becena mex a1y uMmneparopom 1 OTIyIIEHHUIIeH mpoaosikaiack. Bapyr HepoH, He B cuiiax npe-
O710JIETh CBOMX YyBCTB, CXBATWJI 32 PYKH JAEBYIIKY U CTPACTHO MPIIKAT UX K IPYIH.

— AKT3, — CKa3aJ OH, — Thl YHUUYTOKWJIA MEHSI CJIQJIKON MYy3bIKOW TBOMX pedeid, 00KeCTBeHHOM
MIPEJIECThI0 U YMOM TBOMX CHHHUX IJ1a3... To, U4TO ThI OUYEpTHIIA JIMIIIb HECKOJIbKUMU CJIOBAMH, MTPO-
OyXIaeT BO MHE MOTry4ue, HeoObsITHbIE 00pasbl! Bynem apy3psaimu, AKTI, HACTOSIIIIMMHE, CEPIEUHBIMU
apysbsimu! Tereps TOMBKO MOHSUT 51 CTUX 10HOTO JlyKaHa, T/ie OH TOBOPHUT, UTO BCSKOE OTKPOBEHHUE
WCXOJIUT OT KeHITUHBL. Thl, AKT?, 00JIaaelib YMCTOTOM 1 CUJION BOJIH, Y MEHS e eCTh BJacTh. MHe
CTOMT JIMIIIb MIOAHSTH PYKY M BCE B MUPE U3MEHHUTCS, MOAOOHO TOMY, KaK U3MEHSIOTCS 9TU UTPYILIKU
oyt BomeOHbIM ke371oM Kupa. Eciin Mbl MyskecTBeHHO OyeM Moaaep:KuBath Apyr apyra... O, Kak
THI IIPEKpacHa, Kak OOKeCTBeHHA M oYapoBaTesbHa!

W oH co cTpacTHON HEKHOCTHIO TIOIEIOBA KOHUMKY MANbIEB KpacHeoen AKTS.

Ona crapanach BHICBOOOAWTb CBOM PYKH, M OH BBIIYCTHJI UX, YCTYyIasl €e MOJSIIEMY B30py
CKOpee, YeM ee YCUITUSIM.

— IIpuamn ko mue B [lanatunym, — nipogormkan HepoH. — BOT 3TOT nepcTeHb OTKpOET nepen
TOOOW BCe IBepU KO MHE BO Becsikoe BpeMsl. CeHeka JO/KeH y3HaTh TeOs. MHe Kakercs, UTO Thl
ryOske TIOCTUraelib BeJIMKUe e Ha3apsiHCTBa, Hexenn Hukonum. CornacHa Thl, AKTS?

OCTOPOKHO CHSIB TIEPCTEHb C MEYaThIo, OH MOAIAN €r0 JIEBYIIKE, KaK KEeHHUX IMO/IaeT PO3y HeBe-
cre.

— Brnaropapio, moBenuTeNb, — CMyIIEHHO TPOU3HECTAa AKTI, — HO BHYTPEHHHIA T'OJIOC TOBOPUT
MHe, YTO s He JOJDKHA IPUHUMATh TBOM MEPCTeHb U TaKKe YTO MHE HETTPUIMYHO NIepeCTynaTh Mopor
ABOPIIA.

— Iycraxu! Ecm aToro TpedyeT cam 1e3apb! A, T GouIibest 32 TBoe 1oOpoe umsa? KonedHo,
KOBapHasi 371002 TeM CKopee OpocaeTcsi Ha CBOIO KEPTBY, UeM OHa MUJIee U peKpacHee. Tak mpuxoau
B conpoBoxaeHn Hukoguma. . .

— Moxert OBbITh, [IOBEJIUTEND !

— Oryero Thl He CKaxkellb MpocTo: Aa? Pa3Be 310 He MOXOXe Ha MpPeloIpeAeIeHUe, YTO Mbl
CHOBa BCTPETHJIUCH 37IECh TOCJIE TOTO, KaK s BIIEPBble YBHUET TeOsi HECKOIBKO AHEH TOMY Haza,
KOTJa ThI y’ke BO30yauUIa CUMIIATHIO B MOEH TTy1iie?

AKT> CHJIBHO TIOKpacHesa ¥ Kak Obl CO CTBIJIOM, MOJTYa OIMyCTHJIA T71a3a.

— Tak 1Bl pHAEIIIH? — TOBTOPHII IMITEPATOP.

— 51 mocMoTpI0, MOTY JIH 1 9TO C/ENATh.

— Kak b1 mbutaenib, Akta! Vnm e tymaenib, 4to 51 xoday oouaets te0sa? Tol Oyznemrs Moei
CEeCTpOMi, MOel JTIOOMMON cecTpol, MHave s1 yMpy oT Tocku. [Tonnmaems i Tei? HepoH nmpoTsiruBaet
TeOe Oparckyio pyky, HepoH, ubeii 6;1aroCKJIOHHOCTH YHUKEHHO 3aMCKHUBAIOT apu !

— O, 51 3HaI0 LIeHy 3TOW ONAroCKJIOHHOCTU! — 3BYYHBIM, CHUIBHBIM U YO€XJEHHO-PaIOCTHBIM
rOJIOCOM OTBEYaJIa JIeBYIIKA.

Hepon ObUT B ONIbSITHEHUH.

— Tak pemieno, noporas, npenectHas! Kak ynauno npuayman TUreJisiMH NpUBECTU MEHsI Ha
MapcoBo nosie Kak pa3 Terepb! ITO CTOMT Bcex cOKpoBuIll umnepun! Benp oH, Tiyriell, yenoBek
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MUHYTBI, Bpar MbICJIM, HO TeM HE MeHee OH Jayi MHe OoJbiie, yeM CeHeka co Bcell ero MUpPOBOM
MYIpPOCTHIO!

OrnymmresbHbIe BO3IJIACH OAOOPEHUS U BCIE] 32 TEM IPOMKHIA 3BYK TPYO BO3BECTHIIN KOHEIT
MIpeJCTaBJICHU .

— TloBenurens, — menHyna AKT?, 3amMeTuB uto HepoH coOupaeTcs ciienoBaTh 3a Hel K
BBIXOJ1y, — €CJIM ThI XKeJlaelllb MHe 100pa, TO OCTaBb MeHs. MeHsI MOT'yT 3aMeTHTh, U Thl HE TIOJI03pe-
Baelllb, KaKOe KECTOKOe 1 OeccepAedHOe OCYKAEHHE MOKET MacTh Ha MEHSI.

— Xoporo, AkT3! Buauiib, 51 y:ke HokopeH Tede moutu Kak pad. Ho Tel Bo3bMellb repcTeHs ?
S mporry Tedst oT Beero cepaual

— Xopo1lo... — ¢ BOJHEHUEM OTBEvaJla OHA.

TstKeNbIi 3010TOM MEePCTeHb CKOMIB3HYJ HA €€ CPeIHUI Tajiel] ¥ IPUILEIICS BIIOPY, TOYHO ObLT
chenaH HapouHo [yt Hee. CTpaHHOE YyBCTBO OBJIAJIEINIO €10: 9TO ObUIO HANIOJIOBUHY PaJI0CTh, HAIO-
JIOBUHY T'PYCTh W MpeAuyBCTBUE Tpsiaymieit Oenpl. Eif kazanock, 4To Ha Hee HajeTa Iiellb, KOTOPYIO
y’ke He pa30opBeT HUKaKasl 3eMHasl CHJIa.

I'nmaBa IV

[NocnenHo MpOTUCHYBIIUCH CKBO3b TOMITY, AKT? BBIIILUIA U3 MAJATKU, He3ameueHHass Hukoau-
MoM. Ee BleKkJI0 Henmpeogonumoe CTpeMIeHHe OCTaThCsl B OJMHOYECTBE O] BIIeUaTIeHUEM YIUBH-
TEeJIbHOW BCTPEYH.

[Tpu MbICIM O TOM, Kak ee rocrnoguH OyAeT paccrpalinBaTrh ee, Kak Ha4YHeT CO BCEX CTOPOH
UCTOJIKOBBIBAaTh KaXJO€ CJIOBO, CKa3aHHOE UMIIEpPATOpOM, €10 OBJaJeBall HecKa3aHHbIN crpax. Ei
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO UyKasi, OECUyBCTBEHHasl pyKa OyIeT PhIThCSl B €€ JAPAroleHHEHIINX COKPOBHUINAX.
[pexae yeM 3TO CITyYUTCs, OHA XOTeJIa XOTh KOPOTKOE BpeMsl ObITh UX €TMHCTBEHHOU 00J1a/1aTe -
HUIIeH, XoTesa 6e3 MOMeXH HACIAIUTbCS TOIBKO YTO MEPEKUTHIM U COOPATHCS C MBICIISIMU.

[Toutu noyaca xonuia oHa MO OTAAJIEHHBIM OKpanHaM MapcoBa MoJisi, C COMHEHUEM IOTJIsI-
IbIBasi Ha TIEPCTeHb, HANIETHIN Ha ee majell. Bce 310 Ka3anock et CHOM.

Ha ee pyke nepcreHb ¢ MMIEpaTOpCcKOi Mevarbio, JAHHBIN €l CaMUM BCEMOTYIIIUM Lie3apeM!
He moxoausio Jin 310 Ha CKa3Ky JpeBHUX Tea3roB? B Te nanekue BpeMeHa, 001eueHHbIe 3(hUPHBIM
CBETOM YPaHUOHBI CITYCKAJIMCh K JIIEPSAM YeJIOBEUSCKUM U MPUHOCHIIM HeOECHbIE TPOMOBBIE CTPEJTbI
K HoraMm nacryiek Jt1el. Ho 31€ech, B 3TOM AEMCTBUTENBHOCTH IIIyMHOTrO PriMma, riae nosciony pasna-
BaJIOCh BOBCE HE CKa30YHOE OpsillaHbe MPETOPHAHCKOTO OpPYXUs, 31iech, Ha Oepery Tubpa, roe Bce
IBIIIAJIO TAKOK HOBOM, TIOTHOKPOBHOM KU3HBIO — 3TO OBUIO HETOCTHKHUMO!

Bsop ee ycrpemuiicsi B cropony Beunoro ropona. . .

HecMmoTpst Ha IpO3pavyHOCTh OKTSOPHCKOTO JHS, I0KHBIA TOPU30OHT TOIEPHYT ObUT KpAaCHOBA-
TOM BIMKOW. Brianu BUAHENMCH 3aJUThIe COMHIEM Xpambl KanuTonus; crpaBa OT HEro BHICHITUCH
6anrnu [lanaTrHyma, pe3ueHIMs HBETYIIEro IHOIIH, BIACTUTENS BCEro TOro HE0003pUMOro MOpsi
MOCTPOEK, Beet MTanuu, Bcero Mupa, — BIACTUTEIISI, TAK TOPSIY0, TIOOOBHO, Oe3rpaHUYHO JJOBEPUHBO
TOBOPHUBILIETO C HEH, POXKJIEHHOW paObIHe!..

OHa B3J10XHYJIA.

— Ecnu 61 OH ObUT OHUM U3 9THX KaJKuX paOoB, TACKAOIIUX KAMHHU ISl CTPOUTENbCTBA! —
nevanbHO TyMana oHa. — Sl otgana Obl Bce, UTO MMEI0, 32 €ro BBIKYII; s padoTasia Obl 1ieJible TOMbI,
ecii Obl IMYIIIECTBA MOETO OBbIJIO MAJIO [Tl 9TOTO, & TIOTOM. . .

OHa 3akpbLia riaza.

Tuxuii rooc BHE3aIHO MPOU3HEC ee UMSI.

[epen Heii cTOsT YeNIOBEK JIET OKOJIO COPOKA, B ONIEK/E BEIbMOXKHU, C BUJUMbBIM YCHIIUEM CTa-
paBIIMIiCS IPUIATH JIACKOBOE U MPUBETIMBOE BhIPAKEHNE CBOMM CBEPKAIOIIMM CEPBIM IJIa3aM.

— AKT93, — cKazas OH, — Thl OpOAUIIIb OIHA, MOAOOHO TocKyoien demerpe. CMeeT Jin HOBBIN
APYT MPeJIOKUTh TeOe CBOE COITPOBOXIeH e ?
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—T'ocrionyH, s He 3HAI0 TEOS.

— DTOMYy JIerko MoMoub. Moe umsi, noJaraio, OKaxeTcst Tedbe MeHee UyKIbIM, YeM MOe JIMIIO.
S MManiac, ToBepeHHbIN UMIIepaTPHUIIbL.

— INannac! — Bckpuyasa oHa ¢ UCITyTOM, TOUHO COBECTb ee Oblla He COBCEeM uucTa. — MiMs 310
BCEM M3BECTHO U... CTPALIHO.

— OHO 10TKHO OBITH CTPAIITHO TOJIBKO TEM, KTO HE OKa3bIBAET MOEH IMOBEIUTEIbHULIE IOTKHOTO
MIOYTEeHUs1, He TIPU3HAET MYAPOCTH €€ JISHCTBUM, IPOTUBUTCS €€ CIIABHBIM HEJISIM, HJTH KaKUM-HUOYIb
MHBIM CIIOCOOOM TPEUIUT MPOTUB OOKECTBEHHON UMITEPATPHIIbL. 1 BO3BBICUIICS MUJIOCTHIO ATpuIl-
MIUHBL; O1arofapst e si JOCTUI CBOETO HACTOSINETO MOTOXKEHHsI, HO IPU3HATEIbHOCTh U BEPHOCTh S
BCE-TaKH CUMTAIO BHICIIIUMU JOOPOIETENIsIMH !

B riy6oKo# 3aJyMUMBOCTHA CMOTpEBIIIast Ha IEPCTeHb UMIIEpaTopa, AKTS BHE3AITHO OTKUHYJIA
€O JIOA CBOM UyJHBIE BOJIOCHI U TIOUTH CMEJIO CIPOCHJIA:

— Otky/na 3Haelb Thl MEHS M YTO HYXHO Tebe?

— 41 Bunen 1eds HeaBHO, KOrja Lie3aph NomuioBan ormyiieHHrka ®nasus Cruesuna. f Obut
BO [JIaB€ UMIIEPATOPCKON CBUTHI.

— Jla? 4 ne 3amerua Teos.

— D70 He oueHb JiecTHO. Ho Thl OblIa Tak MOMIONIEHa CBOMMH MBICTISIMH, UTO s TTPOIIAI0 TBOIO
HEBHMMATEJIbHOCTb. BBITh MOXKET, MHE MIOHPaBWJIOCh UMEHHO TBOE yBJleueHue. Thl oKa3anach MHE
OJIMLIETBOPEHMEM CJIQJKOTO CIIOKOMCTBUS NIOCPEIM BEYHO MATYILEics cTtomuipbl. Kopoue: Tel oyapo-
Bajia MeHs. ..

— K yemy roBopuiib Tel MHE 3TO?

— Crpannsiii Boripoc! K uemy amgope roBopsT o xkaxzae? 5 moommo Tedst, AKT3, 1 MOJTIO OOroB,
YTOOBI OHM PACTIONOKUIIA KO MHE TBOE CEp/LIE.

— MonbObl TBOM HampacHbl, — OTBeYaa AeByIKa. — 5 He Mory moouTh. Ha Takoii B310p y MeHs
HET HU CKJIOHHOCTH, HU YMEHBSI.

— Tbl Ha3bIBaCIIb B3JOPOM OJAKEHHEUIITYIO U €IMHCTBEHHYIO OTpaxy KU3HU? AKTI, AKT?, UTO
roBopuIllb Thl? Thl HE MOXKEIIb JTIOOUTH C TBOMMHU MEUTATEIbHO-CTPACTHBIMU IJIa3aMH M ITPEJIeCTHBIMU
yCTaMH, CO3/IaHHBIMU IS ClIaIKuX norenyeB? OOMaHbIBail KOro-HUOyb Mormyree MeHsi!

— 41 He Mory moOHTh, — IEYaJbHO MOBTOPWJIA OHA. — A eciy Obl U MOIJIA, TO HEYXEJH ThI
AyMaelllb, YTO sI COITIACHUIIach Obl OMO30PUTD ceOs?

— Omnozopurts? Pazge mo6oBs [aynaca nozopHa?

— Jlng Teics YU ApYyrux, HaBepHoe, HeT. [loBepb, HECMOTPSl HA MO0 MOJIOZIOCTb, $1 3HAI0 CBET
Y €ro NOpoYHOCTh. {1 3Hal0, Kak JyMaloT pUMJISIHE O JIEBYIIKAaX-OTIYILEHHUIAX, 3HAI0, YTO UMs 3TO
MOYTH PAaBHO3ZHAYHO Pa3BpaTy U JIETKOMBICIHIO. .. MHOTUe, OUeHb MHOTHE MOWIH Obl cedsl CUaCTIIN-
BBIMH Pa3/IeIUTh CBOM I'PEX C TOOOH; Thl MOTYIIIECTBEH U OOrart, 1 Ha Bo3Jo0eHHoi [Tanmaca nomken
OTpPa3UThCsl OJECK MPaBSIIEro MUPOM JooOpa. f ke mpesupaio mogoOHOe BO3BHIIIEHHE, KOTOPOE B
JEWCTBUTEJILHOCTH €CTh TOJIBKO 1030p, MPE3UPAI0 IOTOMY, UTO MPEXKIE BCEr0 OTBpAIlIEHUE K TaKUM
MIOCTYTIKaM JIEKUT Y MEHS B KPOBH, a K Tomy ke Mucyc Xpucroc HazapsaauH, KoTopoMy 4 IpeaHa
BCEM CepaIieM, 3aBelia] HaM JoOpOJeTesb U YUCTOTY MBICJEH B KU3HU.

[Tammac momomyan.

— Tl He cka3asia MHE HIYETO HOBOTO, AKT?, — ME/IJIEHHO IPOM3HEC OH HAKOHEII. — MOKHO ObLIIO
Cpa3sy JorajiaTbcs, 4To AEBYIIKA, Mpocslias MOMWIOBAHUS Ha3apsiHUHY, cama Ha3apsiHka. Hukoaum
MOATBEPANII MHE 3T0. MHEe U3BECTHO TaKke TBOE OTHOLIEHUE K HEMY; €TO 51 3HaJl, BCTPEYasiCh C HUM
uHoraa y Ceneku. .. tak, TBoe ropaoe Bo3paxkeHHe MEHsI HUCKOJIbKO HE YAMBIISIET, HO B TO € BpeMs
U He yOexaer.

— [ouemy?

— I[oTomy 4TO THI OTBEpraelib TO, 4Yero He ucnbitana, AKT3! f BuKky Teds B Tpetuii pa3. Tpe-
ThEro JHs, B JoMe Hukomuma, s MMen TOoJHYI0 BO3MOXHOCTh HAOMIOAaTh 32 TOOOM. .. HeBuanmbiii
TOOOM, 51 CTOSUT B TAOJIMHYME C CEOBOJIOCHIM uygakoM. I1oqoOHO MOJOION JIaH! ABUTANACH ThI 10
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KaMEHHBIM TUIMTaM; Thl TOBOPHJIA C padaMu U [Tl KXKA0TO HAXOIWIa MPUBETIIMBOE CJIOBO; ThI TIOJU-
BaJla OCEHHUE PO3bl, KOPMUJIA TOTyOeid 3epHOM M XJIEOHBIMU K POIITKAMM; OMH JIy4 MPUCYILETO TBOEH
AyIlle CBeTa THI y/Ie/niIa Jaxke Ha JIO0 cTapoi OONLHOM coOaKu, JiexkaBIel y 6acceiiHa U TIpu BUjIe
TeOs1 3aBUJISBINEH XBOocTOM. Tor/a s pemmmics mpy MepBOM Ke Cllydae cKa3aTrh Te0e, Kak s 3aBUJIYI0
’KUBOTHOMY, HaxofseMycsi B OJiaxkeHHOW Omu30cTH OT Tedst; ckazarth Tede. .. Ho urto ¢ To60ii?

— Huuero, Huuero! — ¢ tpynom npousnecina AKT3. — Ilycras Mpiciib. .. BocmomuHaHue. .. — OHa
3aKpblIa r1a3a pykoi. Temepb, Koraa oHa moHsa, uTo [aimac roBoput el 06 HICTUHHOM, HACTOSAIIEH
MoOBH, BAPYT C TOPA3UTEIbHOM SICHOCTBIO M JKMBOCTBIO TIEPE/1 Hell BO3HHK 00pas 11e3apsi B Ty MUHYTY,
KOTJa OH B MEPBBI pa3 BOCXUILAICS €€ KPacOTOW; U BMECTE C 3TUM 00pa3oM B JIyIlie ee MOAHSIACH
TaKasi CJIaIKO-My4HTebHas OO0Jb, YTO OHA €/IBa yAepikajach Ha Horax. OHa CKOpO OMpaBWUJIaCh, U
[Maniac ¢ BO3pacTaommm KapoM MPOIOIIKAT:

— Haneroch, He Mou ciioBa uctyranu Te0s? Mu s koM yeiekesi? Ho B MoeM Bo3pacte yxe
HE TPaTST Ha yXaXVBaHbe Heflenu 1 Mecsibl. [ oBopio npsamo: [lannac, oBepeHHBIN UMIIepaTpuIlbl,
crpamHbIi [amac, Kak Tl caMa Ha3BaJia ero, — Xo4eT UMeTh Tedst cBoel skeHOU. CIIbIuIb, AKTI?
3aKOHHOM keHOH, a He MoOoBHUIIeH! YUTO Thl OTBETHIIL eMy?

— Yo 51 Grarogapio ero, — OIMyCTHB I71a3a, MPOIIeNTala OHa, — U MPOIIy POCTUTh MEHS, eCIIN
s BCe-TakM OTBEUy — HerT.

— Tbl roBOpUIIIb B JIMXOPATOYHOM Kapy !

— Huckonbko, rocionui! IMeHHO SICHOCTh MOMX MBICTIEN U ITPUIAET MHE MYKECTBO OTKa3aThCsl
OT 3TOM YecTH. Takas MeByIIKa, KaK s, He TIOIXOAUT 3HATHOMY BEJIbMOXKE. . .

OH mokavaJs rosioBoi 1 MOJIOKMUII TIPABYI0 PyKy Ha TUIed0 AKTI, YCTPEMHUB CBEPKAIOIIUI B30D
Ha ee JIPOXKaBIIYI0 OT BOJTHEHHUSI CTPOMHYIO (pUTypy.

— JloymkeH M 51 cKas3aTth TeOe, YTO Thl HECOMHEHHO MOAXOoAuIb MHe? JI0KeH 1 1 yHU3UTHCS
niepes ToOoi? Pa3Be Tebe He M3BECTHO, UTO S caM POK/IeH HeCBOOOJHbIM? AHTOHUSI, MaTh UMIIepa-
topa KnaBausi, MHOTO JIeT ToMy Ha3aJl noJapuiia MHe CBOOOLY ¥ COOCTBEHHBIMH YCUJTUSIMU 5T 3aHSLT
TMOJIOXKEHNE, KOTOPOMY Ternephb 3aBUIYeT Bech PYM: MOBEpeHHOT0 OOKECTBEHHON ATPHITIIMHBL.

— [a, g 3Ha10, — BO3pa3wiia JeByIlKa. — TeM He MeHee Hac paszzenser Oe3nHa. Kakyio xkaikyio
poiib crana Obl 51 urpath B OnectsieM ooOmiectBe [lanarnayma? [Ipu ofHON 3TON MBICIU Y MEHS
KPYXKUTCS TOJIOBA.

— Tsl He MOXKeITb OOSATHCSI CPABHEHHS HU C KEM.

— Her, Her, MHe cTpamHo nogymars 00 3toM. M K TOMY 3Ke, TOCTIOAMH, Be/ib s yXkKe CKazaia
TeOe, UYTO y MeHs eCTh JyIlIa U HeT cepania. 51 1edst He ooITio, a cieaThest TBOSH KeHOU Oe3 ToOBU —
3HAYMJIO Obl OOMaHYTh TEOSI.

[Mannac Haxmypwicsi. OH He OKHUIAJ TAKOTO MPSIMOTO OTKa3a, U TOPAOCTh ero Oblia ysI3BJICHA.

— JleByIiika, — cKa3aJ OH, IOMOJTYaB, — ThI IOCTYTAelIb, Kak Oe3ymHas1. S gepxan B MOux 00b-
SATUSIX I0Yeper CEHATOPOB, He OCOOEHHO IIEPEMOHSICh, a Thl OTKA3bIBACIIILCS PA3EIUTh MOIO KU3Hb 1
TMIOJIOXKEHUE Kak MOsI 3akOHHas skeHa? TBoe pedsiuecKkoe yropcTBO Tak ke 0e3yMHO, KaK MOsI HEeCITbI-
XaHHasl peIIMMOCTb JKEHUThCSI Ha TeOe. Ho sl He Moy I3MEHHTB TOTO: Thl 04apoBaJia MEHsI C IEPBOTO
B3IVIS/Ia U TeNepb, KOrJa BMECTO TOTO, YTOOBI OTAAThCS MHE CO Clle3aMK OJIaroqapHOCTH, Tl OTBEp-
raeinib MeHs, 51 ellle sICHee YyBCTBYIO, UTO He B CHJIaX OTKa3arhcs OT Teds. [lomymaii, AkTa! TloBe-
PEHHBIN MMITEPATPUIIB BeJJb HE MEPBbI BCTPEUHBIN, U TOT, KTO HE yMeeT CXBATUTh CBOE CUACThE,
KOTJa OHO CaMo JaeTcsi B PyKH U, ObITh MOXKET, BCIO KU3Hb Oy[ET OIUIAKUBATh 3TO JIETKOMBICIIEHHO
nporyiieHHoe MrHoBeHHe. MTak, nmoka npomait! Ha Gonbioit jopore MeHsi JIeT MOsI CBUTA.

W MHOro3Ha4YMTENBHO CKJIOHMB TOJIOBY, OH MCYE3 32 MUPTOBOW M3ropofablo. MexIy TeM yxe
Beuepeso. Yac yKrHa JaBHO MUHOBaL. Macchl O)KMBJICHHO JBUTABIIMXCS IO ITUPOKUM aJlJIesiM HOCH-
JIOK Y TIETIEXO/I0B MICUE3JIH, M HACTYNUBINAS TUIIMHA, 3aMEHHUBILIAS TOT IIIyM, OLIYIIAJIACh eIle SBCB-
TBEHHEE NIPU ropsiueM, KpacHO-30I0TUCTOM BEYEPHEM OCBEIIICHUU.

AKTa He3aMeTHO JIOIILIA A0 DIMUHACKOTO MOCTA; PO/ IO BBUIOKEHHOMY MPaMOPOM OOKOBOMY
HACTHJTY, OHA JIOCTUIJIA CPEMHBI MOCTa M OCTAaHOBHWJIACH, OTIEPIIUCH O niepriia. OTciosia, ¢ BEpIIMHbI
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[JIaBHOM apKH, €XKerofHo OpOCaIvch B BOAY COTHU JIIOZIEH, KOTOPHIM HACKYUHJIa JKU3Hb, TIOTEPSIBIIIAS
IJTs1 HUX BCSIKMM CMBICTT WJIM U3HEMOTIIIMX B HEMPEPBHIBHOM O0pbOe ¢ cynpOoii. .. BHM3Y co cTpaiHo-
3aMaH4YMBbIM POKOTOM IIIYMEJH Y TEHWIUCh JKEITOBAThIE BOJHBI, B3/IBIMAIMCH U AU, TIONOOHO
MEPHOMY JbIXaHHUIO KUBOTO cyecTBa. OJHa 3a APYroi BEIPbIBAIMCH OHU U3-110]] KBaJAPATHBIX OIOP
MOCTa U, TIOCTETICHHO YCIIOKauBasiCh, KATWIIUCH JJIbIIle, CJIMBAsCh HAKOHEIl B OMHOOOpa3HOM riaau
IIMPOKOH PEKH.

— Kak 310 yremaer! — nporentana AKT3, noanupas Jod Jag0HbI0. — BOTHBI IPUXOIAT U yXO-
OAT, ¥ Jake camble OypHbIE U3 HUX BCE-TAKU CIIAKUBAIOTCS U MUPHO TEKYT B Mope!

Honro B pa3ayMbe CMOTpesa OHA Ha OJIHO MECTO, IJIe OKOJIO YCTOEB BHIILIE BCErO B3JIETaId
TICHUCTHIE, KPYTALIMECsS CTPYH, MIOKA HAKOHEI el TIOUy/IMUJIOCh, YTO OHA M MOCT OECIITYMHO U TJIAJIKO
MOTUTBUIM Ha3a/1. DTO ObLIO HEBBIPA3UMO CJIaIKOE, APEMOTHOE OIIyIIeHHe, TaK ke O1arolaTHO OCBe-
JKUBIIIEE €€ TIOTPSICEHHYIO0 HeIaBHUMH COOBITUSIMU I, KaK TIIYOOKHUI COH OCBEKaeT YTOMJIEHHOE
tes10. CoMHIIE yiKe 3allI0, Korja AKTY BCIOMHIUJIA O CBOMX OOS3aHHOCTSIX U HAIPaBUJIACh JOMOM.

[ToBepHyB B 10r0-BOCTOUHOM HalpaBJIeHUMH, MUHYT Y€pe3 COpoK OHa aocturia Vicus Longus,
«JIJTMHHOW yNULBL», OTAENSBILIEN BUMUHAIBCKUI XOJIM OT KBUPUHAJILCKOTO.

Ha enBa npumeTHOM KOcorope nepBoro U3 3TMX XOJIMOB BO3BBIIIAINCH KPACUBBIE IIOCTPONKHU
noma Jlionus Hukonuma, KOTOpBI HUCXO/SI B YETBEPTOM IOKOJIEHUU OT JIaKEJEMOHSH, 110 CBOUM
HpaBaM U 0ObIYasiM ObLT YUCTOKPOBHBIM PUMIISTHUHOM.

AKXT> 00sI71ach, YTO MBUTKUI MATPOH BCTPETUT €€ YKOPAaMH 32 IPOAOIKUTEIBHOE OTCYTCTBUE,
TaK Kak elle HeJaBHO, BEPHBIN CBAILLEHHOW CYypOBOCTH Ha3apsiH, Hukogum BelroBapuBail eu 3a To,
YTO OHA B CYMEPKHM CTOslJIa CO CIIy’KaHKOHM B ocThyMme. K ToMy ke HerepriesmBoe 0XUJaHue MOTIJIO
TaKkKe pa3Jpaxuth ero.

Ho Bmecto 3toro npu Buze ee Hukoaum npocusin. OH Aokuaaics ee B aTpuyMe U, BCTPETUB
Ha Topore, MpoBeJl MUMO TaOIMHyMa B MIEPUCTHIb. B CTONIOBOI ropesin MaciisiHble JIaMITbl. YiKe Jaca
JBa TOMY Ha3aJ] OKOHYMJICS 00/l CEeMbH, COCTOSIBILIEH U3 XO3MHA JJOMa, €ro KeHbl, JOUepu 1 CEMHU
OBIBITNX paOOB 1 PaObIHb, OCBOOOXKICHHBIX CBOUM TOCHOAMHOM: yueHue Criacutesist Tak pe3Ko Mpo-
THUBOPEUMJIO uziee paOCTBa, YTO Jake YeTOBEK TAaKOro YCTOMYMBOIO XapakTepa, Kak Hukomuwm, He
OCMEJIMBAJICS 3aAIUIIATh YYPEKIEHHOTO TOCyAapcTBOM HEBOJIbHUYECTBA. K ToMy ke BCe 10MOua/iLibl
ObLIA OOpAIeHBl M KPEIIeHbl KM CAMUM U yKe IMOTOMY OH HE MOT' OCTaBUTh HAa HUX IIEMH, J{yXOBHO
pa3OuThIe TANHCTBOM.

— ToI moykHA OBITH TOIOAHA, — C ITOYTH HEXHOU 3a00TIIMBOCTRIO CKa3all OH. — Bot nner JlecOus
¢ omomgamu. OHa ocTaBUiIa i TeOs Topsiyee Kyianbe, AKT?. Ellib, 1eil, a TOTOM paccKa3bIBa.

AKT> omycTuiach Ha Kpai 3acTONBHON cobl, Ha KoTopoi Hukonum Beeraa Bo3nexai 3a ooe-
JOM.

— Emb, ems! — ylackoBo moBTOpsil OH. — Thl, HaBepHOE, coBceM U3MOXkJeHa. M pyku TBOM
XOJIOHBI, KaK Jied. BOT dymecHoe Be3yBHAaHCKOE BUHO... §I Hapo4yHO Ajisi TeOs JOocTal ero u3
norpeda. .. OHO OKUBHT TeOsI, AKT?. Y TeOsl TaKOW YyTOMJIGHHBIN BUI.

— JleficTBUTENBHO, 51 yTOMJIEHA, — CKa3ajia OHa, TIOCIIEITHO MOAHOCS KyOOK K rydam. — [TpocTy,
YTO s HE TOTYAC BEPHYJIACh C TOOOW M3 MANTATKK ETUMNTSHUHA. . .

— Hanporus, — ycmexnyinacs Hukoaum, — s 6iarogapeH Te0e 3a TO, UTO Thl YCEPAHO U PElu-
TEJIbHO TIPUHSIACh 3a MpeJcTosiee Tede cBaToe aeno. S Bumen, Kak me3apb OTHOCWICA K Teoe.
Ecnu th1 Oypenb 6aropasymaa, To Hukomum u BMecte ¢ HUM BokecTBeHHbI [amniessHuH mooesit
paHbIlie, YeM HACTYIUT BTOPOE MOTHOIYHUE.

Bce ere ¢ Tpynom BiazieBiasi codoid, AKT? MevaabHO MoKavyasia roJoBOH.

— Her, rocrionun! — miyxo npousHecia oHa. — He cepauch Ha mens1, pagu ['ocnona Wucyca,
HO 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO. ..

— YTO HEBO3MOKHO?

— YtoOH 1... YToOH 51 06parmia umrneparopa Hepona.
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— Tel yxe oOparuiia ero, eciiv TOJbKO YMeJIO BOCIONB3YelIbCsl TeM, UTO cyAbOa Jaer tede B
pyku. OH ObUT OJIUIIETBOPEHUEM JI0OPOTH U MIJIOCTH. . .

— Nmenno nostomy. OH Aaxe moxaia MHE PyKH U TIPEJIOKII OBITh €0 JOPOTOM CECTPOH. . .

— Yro0 Takoe?

— IIa, 310 6BLTM ero coOCTBEeHHbIE cioBa. OH Takke npuriaman MeHs B [lamatuHckuil qBopert
Y TO, UTO 51 eMy FOBOPUJIA, KAKETCS €My TOYHBIM OTTOJIOCKOM €TrO 3a/1yIIEBHBIX MBICIIEH. . .

— Ho Benp 310 nopasuresibHOe TOPKeCTBO, AKT3! DTO 3HAUUT NoKopeHue Puma, BoapyxkeHue
kpecra ['ocniogns Ha crenax Kanuromnums. ..

—TO KOHEIl HaIlIMX PaJOCTHBIX HaJeXK ], — MporrenTtana AKTd. — [ocnoauH, 51 10JKHA paccesiTh
TBOE MOCJIe/IHEe COMHEHUE: 51 He YBUKY OOJIbllie uMIieparopa!

— Tol momerianace, neBymika’?

— Cnaga bory, Her! JIaBHO yxe s He Haxonuia B Jyllle MOEH TaKOH SICHOCTH, Kak Teneps. 5
OyIly OTKpOBEHHA U MPSIMOYIIIHA, TaK KaK 51 MHOrUM o0si3aHa Tede. Thl He JOIKEeH JyMaTh, YTO AKT
U3 OJIHOTO JIMIIb YIPSMCTBA Pa3pyIlaeT TO, YTO Thl 33yMasl TaK YMHO M Tak OnaropogHo. ... ...

Ona 3anHysack. JIMIO ee BCIIBIXHYJIO KI'YUYUM PYMSIHIIEM CThIIa, MEXay TeM kKak Hukomum
CMOTpeJ Ha Hee OJIE/IHBIN U C PACKPHITHIM PTOM.

— 1 4yBCTBYIO, — CKa3aja OHa HAKOHEIl, — YTO HE MOTY BBIMOJIHUTh Ha3HAYEHHON MHE TOOOM
pout, He roTepsiB ceOs1. Bol Bce yTBepXkaaeTe, uTo 51 yMero yoek1aTh JTydllie, YeM HAIli KPAaCHOPEUH-
Beiiie npecsutepsl... He 3Haio, ommbaerech Bbl WIIM HET, HO MHE SICHO OJIHO, YTO I1€3apb CMOTPEJ
Ha MEHsI MHBIMHM TJ1a3aMH, Ye€M KTO-JTMO0 U3 BceX OOpAIleHHBIX MHOU B XPUCTUAHCTBO. . .

— Hy 4ro *)e cnenyer u3 atoro?

— IIpocro T0, uTO OH... YTO OH MOMOOMIT OB MEHS. . .

— Tem nyure!

— Her, He nyuie, motomy uto u s nomoOuaa Osl ero. Jla 51 ero yxe o0, ToCmoauH !

— CKOpO ke 3TO CIaauiiock! — 37100HO 3acMesuicst Tomui Hukonum. — Ho k yemy MHe TBou
riynble npu3HaHusi? JIioOu ero CKoJIbKO YrOAHO, HO UCTIONHSIM CBOH IO paclipOCTpaHEHM s Halllei
00’KeCTBEHHOU Bepbl!

— Ha 310 y MeHs He XBaTaeTr CUJIblL.

— IIpe3pennas! — Bckpuuan Hukogum. — He 3aBeman o Ham XpUCTOC OTpeubCsl OT BCETO
MUPCKOT0 paay BeuHoro criacenusi? He noseneBaeT i OH yMepLIBIIATH HAILY TUIOTh U 00Y3/bIBAThH
rpexoBHbIE MOOY:KAEHHSI, OTBPAIIAIOIIME HAC OT CTe3U MPaBEJHOCTH U 1o0poaeTenu?

— K atomy-10 51 1 ctpemitioch, — Bo3paszuia AKT3. — Eciti Obl 51 XOTesna MOBUHOBATHCSI MOUM
XKEJIAaHUSIM, TO TeTeph ke Monuia Obl K HeMy... BeITh ¢ HUM, B ero 0ObATHSAX, Ha €ro TPyAu, TOTHOM
TAKMX BO3BBIIIIEHHBIX, TPEKPACHBIX M OJIarOPOIHBIX YYBCTB, — BOT K YeMY BJIEUET MEHsI MOsI TPEXOB-
Hasi, MONMpaoIas BCsiKue 00s13aHHOCTH, Bosisl. Ho, Tak Kak MOCJe0BaB TOMY BJICUYEHHIO, s [IOTPY-
3us1ach Obl B O€3[JHY 1M030pa M YHWKEHHsI, TO pelieHre Moe HerokoneOnmo. Hukakas 3eMHast cuia
HE 3aCTaBUT MEHsI BHOBb YBHJEThCS C UEJIOBEKOM, OJIM30CTh KOTOPOTO TPO3UT MHE MOTUOEIIBIO.

— Ho ecnu on cam npukaskeT Tebe npuidtu?

— Ckopee st yMpy, 4eM MOCITyIach ero. Liesaps BracTeH Hai MHOTMM, HO OH HE MOXET IoMe-
1aTh YMEpETh TOMY, Y KOr0 Ha 9TO XBaTUT MYKEeCTBa.

Huxkonum cunen omenomieHHbId. [ToToM, BHE3ATHO MPOTSHYB APOXKaBIIUE PYKH, OH C Pbljia-
HUEM BOCKJIMKHYJL:

— Ak13! Bo umsa Cnacurerns, nposusiiero 3a Hac CBoio KpoBb, He yrnopcTByi! He pazpyiait
uien, BeJmJaiiei co BpeMeHn cMept Xpucrta! He pa3ouBaii OyayIiHOCTH Ha3apsHCTBA U €r0 TUB-
HOW, OOXECTBEHHOM, CITACUTENILHON AeATEIEHOCTH !

— Mup He MOXeT CriacTHCh rpexom!

— AkT3! Morusoi TBoei Matepu, ymepiien B 0J1aXeHHOM BEpOBAaHUM B MIJIOCTb [ OCIIONHIO. . .

— Morunoi Moeii MaTepu! — BOCKJIMKHY/IA TPOHYTasl JEBYIIKa. — TBOe yroMuHaHWe 00 3Tou
CBSITOY TpeBpaIliaeT MO0 TBEPAOCTh B HETIOKOJIEOMMOCTD !
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— Tak 161 He Xouenib? HecMOTpst Ha MOU TIPOCHOBI ¥ HA MOM CJIE3bI?

— Her, Teicsiuy pa3 Her!

JIutto Hukoguma nckaszminock. C ryd ero roroBo ObUIO COPBAThCA YKaCHOE MPOKJIATHE. .. TOH-
KHeE najblbl €0 CKUMAJINCh, KaK KOI'THU XI/IH_[HOﬁ IITULIBI, B I'Pydr KJIOKOTAJIO, ITOKPACHECBIIMUE I1a3a
METaJIY TOJTHbIE IEMOHUYECKON HEHABUCTH B3IJIS/IBL.

Ho oH MraoBeHHO oBnaes coOoil u, elne qpoxka, HAJIWII B Yallly BUHO M BBITIMJI €T0 cpasy, Kak
YEJIOBEK, YMUPAIOIIUH OT KK bl

— TbI He X0uelb, — 6e33BY4HO CKa3ajl OH, — HO 11€3apb X0UeT. .. 1 HUKOquM Takxke. .. MycTh ke
MEJIKMI KaMellleK MoIrpoOyeT 3a/iepKaTh HU3BEPraoluiics B TOIMHY BeIUKUA oOBat. Thl 3Haelb
MeHs1. Ctynaii ciath, OeqHast {ypouka! 3aBTpa, ObITh MOXET, K TeOe BEpHETCSI PacCyaoK !

OH BbILLIETT U3 TPUKJIMHUYMaA; Iarv €ro 3By4YHO OTHAJIMCh B KOJIOHHAAC; IBEPb TUXO CKPUITHYJIA,
Y BCE 3aMOJIKJIO.

VapydeHHast AKT ocTajlach OJIHa B HAIOJTHEHHOW apOMAaTOM BHMHA CTOJIOBOH. YTPO3bI ee Toc-
TMOJIMHA ¢ YOMICTBEHHOM SICHOCTBIO 3BydYasi B ee Mo3ry. [la, oHa ero 3Hanma. HecMoTpst Ha BClo ero
n00pOTY M CIIPaBEJIMBOCTb, OH ObL CIIOCOOEH Ha BCSIKOE HACHITUE, €CJTH BCTPevasl MPOTHBOACHICTBUE
TOMY, YTO OH CUMTaJ IejecooOpa3HeiM U HeoOxoquMbiM. OHa cujena u aymana. Bee Tsokenee u
TsDKeJIee TABIJIO ee MPETIyBCTBUE OM3KOMN Oe/Ibl.

Brpyr el nouayaniock, 4To U3 TIyOWHBI TYCKJIO OCBEIIEHHOW CTOJIOBOM KaKOK-TO TOJI0C TOBO-
pun eii: «beru, 6eru, Wi Tel oruoa!»

Besymmblii crpax oBiazgen ewo. Llesaps xouer. .. Hukogum xouer... Ho oHa He xoueT 1 notomy
noykHa 6exath. .. OJHO TOJBKO OErCTBO MOIJIO CIIACTH ee OT rpexa, OT OOpbObI ¢ COOCTBEHHOM Clla-
0oCThIO 1 OT 3710061 Hukommma.

Tuxo, Kak MpecTymHUIIA, MPOKPAJIACh OHA B CBOIO CMAJbHIO. [Ipo’ka BceM TelIoM U TOPOIISCh,
TOYHO CIACeHHUE ee 3aBHCEJIO OT KaKAOW Taloleld MUHYTHI, Hauasla OHa coOMpaTh cambie HEOOXOIH-
Mbl€ Bellli. 30JI0TYIO LieMb, HAaCJIeAUe MaTepy, OHA HaJlesIa Ha IIIel0 KaK TATMCMaH, HaKuHYJ1a Ha ceOst
TUIOTHYIO BEPXHIOIO OZIEK/1Y, 3aTYIIIJIa JIaMITy U BHICKOJIb3HYJIA U3 IOMA.

Ha ytpo ucnyranHsle JoMaiHye THIETHO MOBCIOAY MCKasM ¥ 3Bt AKT3. [locTenb ee okaza-
Jach HecMsITo; Ha Bepr ObuTa MPUKOJIOTA MOJIOCKA MepraMmeHTa ¢ KOpOTKON Haanuckio: «[Ipommaiite
Bce!» Hu mo maseiiniemy ciey HEBO3MOXHO OBbLIO yrajgarth, Kyla CKpbulach AeBymika. Hukomum,
Tep3aeMblii COMHEHHEM M YIPBI3EHUSIMA COBECTH, MOJYA O MPOUCIHIECTBUSX MOCIEIHUX JHEH,
HHUYCTO HE NTOAO3PEBABIAsA CEMbA €10 TEPAIACH B AOraJJKax, OTBICKUBAsS MPUYHUHBI 9TOIO HEOXKHIaH-
Horo OercTBa. [Totepst oOmeid moOuMHUITH! ObUIa U1t BceX OoMbIMM ropeM. Ee HeBuHHAs BecenocTh
pamoBaja u Beceawia qomodaaies Hukonuma; Oectsimue OeoKypble BOJIOCH ee Kak Obl 03apsiiv
BECh JIOM HEOECHBIM CHSTHMEM; ee IBETYIlas HapyKHOCTb, TOJIOC, 3BOHKOE TIeHHe — BCEe ITO OCTa-
BWJIO 32 COOOM MYCTOTY M COKpYILEHHUE, MOJ00HOE COKPYIIIEHUIO BHE3AITHO OCJICTIIIEro YeaoBeKa,
IJIsl KOTOPOTO HaBEKH Yracjo COJHIE... HUKOaUM yTelman ropbKo IJIaKaBIIyio kKeHy, TOBOPsS UTO-
TO CKBO3b 3YOBl O «JIEBHUBMX KalPU3aX», «IK3JBTALUM» U O TOM, YTO «OHA CKOPO BO3bMETCS 32
yM», a 3aTeM OTIIPAaBWICS B MpedeKTypy 3asBUTH O MpouciiecTBur. OKa3anoch, 4TO B OTICICHUH
npedeKTypbl, Kya OH OOpaTHIICS C 9TOM 1ebIo, TO CiTyvalo okaszajics 1 Papakc, HayaIbHUK KOHBOS,
KOTOPBIY HEZIENI0 TOMY Ha3ajl Besl Ha Ka3Hb OCYXKJEHHOro ApTeMuiopa.

Onu y3Ha/IM Apyr Apyra. Ycibixas B ueM jieno, Papaxc Bocruiamenuics. OH nposes Hukoarma
MPSIMO K IIpeeKTy 1, TOBOPSI O MUJIOCTH, TMYHO OKa3aHHOU Monofol aeByuike Knasauem Heponowm,
MHOTO3HAUUTEILHO 3aMETHII, UTO 11€3apb, HABEPHOE, OTOPUYMTCS, €CM OCTJITHKY MOCTUTHET KaKasi-
HUOYJb HETIPUSTHOCTb.

[Ipedext nporsinyn pyky Hukonumy.

— Mowu BoeHHBIE U I'paXAaHCKHE KOropThl 0OyYEeHBl HEIypHO, — CKa3asl OH. — MBI pasbliemM
IEeBOUKY, Oy/ib B 3TOM yBepeH! Bripouem, 51 roTOB MOCTaBUTH Ha 3aKJIa]] MOETO JIYUIIero CKaKyHa, YTo
paHblIle YeM Mbl HAUHEM CEePbe3HO BHICIICKUBATH €€, OHA BEpHETCs caMa!

OpnHako OHa cama He BEpHY/Iach M KOropTaM mnpedeKTa TakKe He yIaloCh BHICICUTH ee.
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JlBe Hemeny pasbiCKUBAIM AKTI, TMPUOETHYB AaXe K IMOMOINM HACTOSIIIUX OXOTHHKOB 3a
padamu, HO BCe HANIPACHO.

HepoH, cHeaemblii TaitHOM TOCKOM, Kak Obl U3 y4acTus K 6e3yTemHoMy Hukonumy HazHaumI
3HAUUTEJIbHYI0 HArpajay 3a PO3bICK JIEBYIIKU U MPUKA3aJl CBOUM MPETOPUAHIIAM OKa3bIBaTh BCEBO3-
MOHYIO TIOMOIIIb TOPOJAICKUM Koroptam. Ho HakoHeI ¥ OH JTOJKeH ObLT IPUMHUPUTBCS C MBICTIBIO,
YTO TpesieCTHAs, OYapoBaTebHAsA AKTD, HAIIOJHUBIIIAS €TO CeplIle TaKoW OOKECTBEHHON MY3bIKOM,
HCcY€e3/Ia HABEKU U OeCCIIeqHO.

I'naBa V

31Ma npolia, ¥ CHOBA HACTYIMWJIA BECHA.

Sproe anpenbcKoe COMHIE 0OIMBAJIO 3eMITIO KMBUTEIBHBIMU JTy9aMH OOXKEeCTBEHHBIX HeOec,
Jy4amH, IPeBPaTUBIIMMH ApUCTOKpaTUYeCKUe KBapTaibl PruMa B ofquH nBeTymmii caja. MIcTOUHMKH
Aqua Claudia n Marcia neaniuchk n3o6mmeM Bof. Popym u CesleHHast JOpora Ka3aarich MOKphI-
TBIMU CHETOM, CTOJIBKO 10 HUM JBUIaJIOCh I'YJIAIOMIKX B OesbIX ofiexaax. HaposHble 03Tl BAOXHOB-
JISUTICh HOBBIMM (DAaHTa3USIMU; IOHOIIH YOMPAIM CBOMX N30PaHHMUI] Iy PITypPOBBIMU PO3aMHU; AEBYILIKU
MeUTaJIi O Oy/IyIIeM CUacThbe.

B 11poTHBOIIONI0KHOCTh CBOMM CYACTIIMBBIM MOJJJAaHHBIM, CYPOBBII M MpauHblii 1ie3apb Kias-
il HepoH nporynuBasicsi B KOJIOHHAJIE B CONPOBOXK/JIEHUM CBOETO COBETHHMKA M OBIBIIErO HACTaB-
Huka CeHeku.

PasroBop ux yacto npepsiBajiCsl IPOJOJIKUTENBHBIMU NAY3aMU, U TOTa MUHUCTP YKPAAKOM
cTapajicsl 3arisiHyTh 107 OITYIIEHHbIe PECHUIIBI MMIIepaTopa, YTOOBl pasrajarh MOIIOMIABIINE €ro
MBICJIH. . .

Kak u3meHwIcs MOIooi 11e3aphb 1ocjie MOCEeIeHrs UM MajaTKU erureTcKoro KyaecHUKa!
baeanocTs ero smia roBopusia o TallHOM, HUKOMY He BeJOMOI BHyTpeHHel 0opboOe, 0 BeUHOi padoTe
NBITJIMBOW MBICJIM, XOTSI CTPEMUBILEHCS K TBOPYECTBY, HO JJO CUX IOp €llle He MPOsIBUBLIEHCS HU B
Kakoy orpezeneHHon (popme. JIeficTBUSA POk AAI0TCA JIMIIb U3 00KECTBEHHON HAIeXk Ibl, U3 BEPHI B UX
HEOOXOIMMOCTh M MYKECTBEHHOTO YOeK/IeHUs. BhITh MOXET, U cepieuHast TOCKa Takke IMojceKana
KPbUIbs1 MOJIOZIOTO UMIIEPATOPA.

HckyccTBo, focese ObiBlIee AJ1s1 HErO paJoCThio )KU3HU, BHE3AITHO CAENANIOCh EMYy HEHABUCTHO.
TBOpeHus ero MOOUMBIX aBTOPOB JIekKaIu B OMOIMOTEKe HEPa3BEePHYTHIMU; HU 3110C, HU JIMPUKA HE
NPUBJIEKAJN €ro; 103adbiTast apda rnevaabHO MpATanach Moj JaBPOBBIMU BEHKaMU, ITOJHECEHHBIMU
€My UCTUHHBIMHU U ITPUTBOPHBIMU MOYUTATEIAMH €0 TaJIaHTa, U JaBHO YK€ 3aMOJIKJIM €ro BeceJible
TMIECHM.

Co BpemMeHM MCYe3HOBEHMsI AKTS OH BCEIeso MOCBATHI cedsi punocodum u 1o06pocoBecT-
HOMY 00cykJeHuio Toro, uto Hukogum Bmecte ¢ CeHekol NpeICTaB/IsAIM €My KaK BBICHIYIO 33/1auy
WCTUHHO BEJIMKOTO JyXOM ITPAaBUTEJIS.

B sTOM HanpaBiieHuu yxe ObUTU PUHATH HEKOTOPBIE MEPHI. . .

Bocromunanne 06 AKT3, ogoOHO 000APSIONIEMY TeHHIO, TTOBCIOY COMPOBOKIAIO MSTYIITY-
10cs qyIy nesapsi. Beap v oHa McnoBeioBasia pesuruio Ha3apsiH: cmen i Hepon comHeBatbes B Heil?

OnHako OH COMHEBAJICST; COMHEBAJICS] MeHee, ObITh MOXET, B CIIACUTENTBHOCTH BEJIMKOTO Tiepe-
BOPOTa, KOTOPOTO OT HErO OKUAAJIN, YEM B BOBMOKHOCTH €0 BBIIIOJIHEHUSI.

Ha, ecrm Obl ero cepaiy roBopunia AKT3, kuBasi AKTI, C ee ClIaJKUM, BKPaJIMBbIM TOJIOCOM,
BCE €ro KosnebaHus pacrasiv Obl, Kak BelIHui cHer. Ho 3Toro He Moo cienarh OJHO TOJbKO BOC-
MIOMUHAHKE O HEel U XOTS OHO HAMOJHSJIO €r0 YM CBAIIEHHbIM yBa)XEHUEM, KOTOPOE Mbl UyBCTBYEM
K JIOPOrMM MepTBeLlaM, HO BMECTE C TeM, OPOkK/IAJI0 B HEM INIyXYIO, MOJABJIABILYIO U YTHETABILYIO
ero Tocky. PokoBas 3arazka!
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Kakoii 37100HBI# EMOH TTOXUTHIT Y HETo 3Be31y ero xu3au? Kak u 3auem? Ha 3Tu BOripochkl oH
HE Haxo[w1 OTBeTa, a Hukoaum, 3HaBIMi 0 npuunHe OerctBa AKTI, CUMTAN 3a OnaropasyMHexiee
MOTYaTh.

[Maru nmnepartopa 1 ero OJIMKaNIIero COBETHUKA 3I0BEIIMMH 3BYKaMH OTJABAJIHCh B ITyCThIH-
Hou kosioHHaze. Cioia He MOKa3bIBAJICS HU OIUH pad, HA OIMH MPETOpUaHell: BCe YyBCTBOBAIHU, UYTO
riepe/1 HacTyIuIieHrneM Oypu Oaropa3symMHee AepKaThCs B CTOPOHE.

— Thl KaXkeIIbCcsi OYeHb PACCTPOESHHBIM, TIOBEJIUTENb, — 3aMeThs1 CeHeka, pumMeTuB, uto Hepon
C Ka/10i MUHYTOM CTAaHOBWJICSI BCE MpayHee.

— Moxert OBITh, — OTBEYATT OH.

— Tak mociemy¥i COBETY OIBITHOTO JPyra, KOTOPHIA TeOs1 TIOOUT U 6e3MepHO TOpAUTCs TOOOI !

Hepon B3noxHyn. HanvcaHHoe Ha €ro I0HOIIECKOM JIMIlE YTOMJICHHE COCTAaBIISIO Pa3vTelb-
HYIO IIPOTHBOIOJIOKHOCTh SICHOMY CIIOKOMCTBHIO U IOBOJIbCTBY, PA3JIUTHIM B CTAPUECKUX YEPTax €ro
CITyTHHKA, BEPUBIILIETO B CBOIO CHITY U LIEJTh.

— Ecnu Th1 X04ernb modeIuTh TBOe MpavyHOe HAacTpoeHue, — npopoikain CeHeka, — TO IPUHY/Ib
ce0s1 0OpaTUTh MBICH Ha TO, YTO JAJIEKO OT IIpeiMeTa TBOe 3a00Th!!

— DTO JIETKO CKa3aTh, — BO3pa3wI Lie3apb. — B3nepHy T Ha Koneco MIKCHMOH, BOIpeku Bcei
unocodun, He OyeT B COCTOSHUM AyMaTh HA O YeM, KpOME CBOMX CTPa/IaHHM !

— Tak TBI cTpagaens, ne3aps? S gyman, 4to TeOe He Tak TPYAHO Oy/leT caepKaTh JAHHOE MHE
obGenranue. Heyxenn Tl Tak cKydYaels 1o Oecefam ¢ TUresIMHOM, 110 YAMYHBIM MPUKITIOUYEHUSIM U
HOYHBIM TIOTIOMKam?..

— Moxet ObITh. TuresuMH ObUT MOMM BEPHBIM TOBApHIIEM, IIpelaHHbIM Jpyrom. Hecripasen-
JIMBO, YTO s HAYaJI TaK MpeHeOperaTh um.

— U tenepsb, Kak mpesxe, Tl MOXElIb JOKa3aTh €My TBOIO OJIArOCKJIOHHOCTh; HO KOHEYHO, OH
HE FOIUTCS B TOBAPHIIM 11€3apIo0, 33/lyMaBIleMy CTOJIb BEJMKOE U CJIaBHOE Jielo. .. [loporoi ceiH! 51
MOHKMMAIO, YTO Yy IOHOCTH €CTh CBOM TpaBa... Ho Bce-Taku: Bequure ummneparopa, Kak Obl MOJIOA U
IBETYII OH HA ObUI, OCHOBAHO HAa YMEpeHHOCTU. HECOMHEHHO, YTO CTpOro MpHUIepKUBAsICh HaYep-
TaHHBIX MHOU ¥ OIOOPEHHBIX TOOOH OCHOB MPaBJICHHsI, Th IPUHOCHIIIL )KEPTBY; HO JKepTBa 3Ta HE0O-
XOIUMa, €CIU ThI KeJlaelllb JOCTUTHYTh HAMEUYEHHOW TOOOH I1eu: OCBOOOXKAEHHS YeOBeYeCTBa.
HuKTO HE MOBEpHUT TBOEMY COUYBCTBHUIO HAPOIHBIM CTPAIAaHUSIM, €CJTA ThI caM OyeIlIb )KUTb B ITyYHHE
0e3yMHBIX HaClIaXICHUM.

— Xun mm g Tak Korma-HUOYIb? — ¢ TOPEYUbI0 CIIPOCHIT 11e3aph.

— Ilouctune, Het! Thl IpeAOCTABUI STO CEHATOPaM U BBICKOUKAM, YTOIAIOIIMM B 30JI0TE, B TO
BpeMs Kak Oe[JHSIKU M HECUACTHBIE HE UMEIOT OIEK/Ibl, YTOOBI IIPUKPBITH CBOIO HATOTY.

— Hy tak B yem e OOBUHSICIIb ThI MEHS ?

— I TONbKO XOTEJN CKa3aTh: PEIIMBIIICH HA BEJTMKOE JEJI0, Thl HE JJOJIKEH OTCTYIATh MepeN CBs-
3aHHBIMHU C HUM HETIPUSTHOCTSIMU Y OTOPYEHUSIMU: HH TIPOCTOTA TBOEH YaCTHOM KU3HU, HU U3yMJIe-
HUE TIPeXXKHUX JIpy3el, HU yIpeKu TBoer cynpyru OKTaBuM, HUA Jaxe TIOCTOSTHHOE HeyJIOBOIbCTBHE
ATPUNIMHBL. . .

— PasBe s Bbikazas cabocTb B 9TOM OTHOUIEHUH?

— ThI ucnioNHsEIIL CBOY JOJIT HACKOJIBKO 3TO Tebe Bo3MokHO. Ho Bce-Taku pazaaiotcs rosoca,
YTBEPKAAIONINE, YTO ObUIO OBI JIydille it 0OIIero 6jara u mpuMdHee 1Jisi JOCTOMHCTBA PUMCKOTO
uMIIepaTopa, eciau Obl OH HEMHOTO OTCTPAaHWJI UMIIEPATPHILy-MaTh OT 3aHATHIA TOCYJapCTBEHHBIMU
JeNaMH.

— Taxk roBopur CeHeka, coBMecTHO ¢ ArpunnuHoil Bocnutasiumii Knasausa Hepona?

— Ilpoctu 3a cMesnocTh; HO 51 IOJDKEH CKaszaTh 3To. biaropoaneive monu Puma pasaesnsior
Moe MHeHue. [0 cHX Top Bce ellle 110 CHOCHO, HO s OTacaioch, YTO HACTYIHT BpeMsi, Koraa Arpun-
MMHA CTaHEeT Ha Haiei fopore. OHa ecTbh COBepIlIeHHEHIIIee BOIUIOIEHHUE MMEHHO TOro Hepuiocod-
CKOTO0 MHUPOBO33PEHHUSI, POTUB KOTOPOTO MBI BOCCTaeM. MbI CTpEMUMCSI K PaBEHCTBY M CIIPaBEIJIH-
BOCTH, OHA € BBIPHIBAET HEMPOXOAUMYIO Oe3HY MEXKIy OOraTbiM M OeJHBIM, 3HATHBIM M ITPOCTHIM,
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CBOOOIHBIM U padoM. XOTs HE3HaKOMasl C Ha3apsSHCKUM yUYeHHEeM, OHa ero IUlaMeHHasl IMPOTHB-
HUIIA. ..

Nmnieparop ocraHoBUIICA.

— CeHeka, — CTpPaHHO C/IEPKAHHBIM I'OJIOCOM CIIPOCHJI OH, — Thl AEUCTBUTEIBHO BEPUIIIb, UYTO
BEK Halll CO3pei JJIsl TMraHTCKUX 11aHoB Hukonuma?

— Cospen mm? Pa3Be 3aypsiaHas TOJMa KOrga-HUOYOb CO3peBaeT sl BEJMKUX HCTOpUYe-
CKUX nepeBopoToB? TONIbKO MBICIISAIIEE MEHBIIMHCTBO TPYAUTCS HaJl OCYHIECTBIEHUEM HOBBIX UJEH,
OOJBIIIMHCTBO ke, ECTECTBEHHO, OKa3bIBaeT UM conpoTusieHne. Ho passe crpammBaioT 001bHOTO
peOeHKa, KaxeTcsl In eMy 1eieOHOe JIeKapcTBO cliagkuM MenoM? Tak v Tel, HE CMOTpPY Ha 3TOM3M
CEHATOPOB, HE XOTSAILIMX HUYEro 3HaTh O CBOEM YEJIOBEYECKOM CPOJICTBE C padaMu M MelaHamu!
HacuibHo Bieil UM B poT Krydee JIEKapcTBO, U IyCTh OHU PEBYT, Kak Puiokrer!

— Ha, 1a, 310 OIHO yke ObLIO ObI TOPKECTBOM, — 33[yMUYHMBO CKa3aJl UMIieparop. — Sl HeHaBUKy
CEHATOpOB. ..

— C HEKOTOPbIMU MCKJIIOUEHUSIMU, KOHEYHO; Hanipumep, Pnasuii CLeBuH. ..

— U Tpazea [13T, — 1OKOHYMI L1€3apb. — DTO UCTUHHBIE JIIOAU U MBICJIUTENN, KOTOPbIX 51 IOYUTAIO
CTOJIBKO K€, CKOJIBKO TeOsI, MO IOpOoroii AHHEM.

— He nouwuraii meHs1, a 1odu! — oTBeYas CTapukK.

Hepon monua noxan emy pyky.

— D11 HemHorHe, — npofokan CeHeka, — MoaAepkaT Hac B OopbOe, a X BIUSHUE UMEeT
OoJIbIIIe 3HAUSHH I, YeM OOI1Iee IPOTUBOIEHCTBUE MX HECTIOCOOHBIX ToBapuiiel. Puocodus Ha rpe-
CTOJIe — 9TO BeIMYaiInas U3 Koraa-amoo cyniecTBOBaBIIMX uel. S He Bepio B GarouecTuBbie, Med-
TaTeJIbHO-TpOraTesibHble BHIMBICIIBI BocTOKa, KOTOpble HaM pacckasbiBaeT HUKOIMM, HO CMBICI UX
BEPEH U, MPHU HACTOSILIEM MOJIOKEHUH BEUIel, OHU COCTaBJISIIOT €AMHCTBEHHO BO3MOXKHBIA MYTh K
TOMY, YTOOBI CHeJIaTh JAOCTYITHBIMH U MOHSITHBIMU HApOJy CaMble BO3BBIIICHHbIE UCTUHBI CTOUKOB,
BMECTE C OCHOBAMH M HAILIETr0 HOBOTO yUEHHUS.

Hepon onars ocranosuics.

— B 3TOM-TO 51 M1 COMHEBAIOCh, — CKa3aJl OH.

—Kak? INocne Toro, 4To BUepa TOIbKO cooOmmI Ham HUKoAUM 0 manecTUHCKUX XpUCTHAHAX, O
UX TPE3PEHNH K TIBITKAaM, CIIOKOMCTBUU ¥ TOTOBHOCTH K CMEPTH, KOTOPBIE OHU MPOSIBIISIIOT B O0pbOe
C UX UYAEUCKUMH IpecieaoBaTeIsIMu?

— Ha, noporoii Anneii! § He octasicsi 6ecuyBCTBEHEH K 3TOMY KPACHOPEYMBOMY OIMCAHHIO, HO
B TO K€ BpPEMSI IyXOM MOMM OBJIAJIENIO TsKKOe yrHeTeHue. Kak MHe BeIpa3uth 3107 MeHs myraet 1o
[TyOHMHBI Iy MUPOBO33pPEHHUE, COBEPIIIEHHO ITpeHeOperaoiee 3eMHOM KU3HBIO, OTPULIAIOIIEE BCe
MPEeKpacHOE U MPUSTHOE, U3 OIHOH JIUIIb OOS3HU, YTOOBI UCKYIIEHHUS STH HE OTBPATUIIU JyIy OT
BEYHOCTH U OT 3a00THI O 3arpoOHO# k13HU. UTO HaMm — Tebe 1 MHE — B 9TOM OECLIBETHOM Ha3apsHCTBE,
€CJIU MBI He BepUM B MX HEOO0?

Cenexka 3aKycui1 ObUIO I'yOBI, HO BAPYT BEJIMUYABO BBITPSIMUIICS U MEAJIEHHO MPOU3HEC:

— 41 Bepio B Hero, nosenmTenb! KoneuHo, nHaue, yeM poOKHe KEHIIMHBI, CKPBIBAIOIIMECS B
[TyOrHE KaTakoMO OT HEHABHUCTHU HAIIMX KPEIOB U MPe3peHHsi BLICOKOMEPHOHN YepHH, HO BCE-TaKH
s BEpIO B Hero. bpITHe Hallle BEYHO; MbI COCTaBJISIEM YacTHIly OECCMEPTHOrO OOXKEeCTBa; OCYKACH-
HBIE 3/IECh HA €AMHUYHOE BOILIOIIEHUE, I10CJIE CMEPTU Mbl TEPSIEM MHIUBU/1yaIbHOCTD HAIlly M BHOBb
COE/IMHSEMCS C U3HAYaJIbHBIM UICTOYHUKOM CBETA.

— Iocne cmepru! Ho Beap mbl xkuBem noka! Heyxenu MmumorieTHas )KM3Hb 3Ta JOJKHA TTPOUTH
B TI€YaJIM JJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI CAEIAIOCh BO3MOKHBIM BOCCOEMHEHUE Hallle ¢ BeYHOCThI0? Heyxenu
HEOOXOIMMO MHE 3JIeCh YTPAaTUTh BCE, YTOOBI IO Ty CTOPOHY MOETo MOrpedaIbHOro KOCTpa HaWTH
JIVIITH TIPOJIOJKEHUE OE3TMYIHOTO OBITHS ?

— Yt0? Yro yrparun 1e1? I'OBOpH, ChiH Moii! [JaBHO yXke 51 mpumedaio, YTo TeOs MOKHpaeT
rieyasib, IOCTOPOHHSS HallleMy Aey. ..

Hepon npuHyXIeHHO YIBIOHYJICS.
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— ToI ommbaenbesi, — ¢ JOCTATOYHOM MPAaBAMBOCTBIO OTBeYasl OH. — Co MHOM He CITy4rJIOCh
HUYEro HoBoro. To, 4ero Mel IOCTUIIIH, JaXe pagyeT MeHs. B 0COOEHHOCTH e HaIll SIUKT O YyKe-
CTPaHHBIX PEJIUTUSX... 3TO TBOE CO3/IaHUE, TOPOroll AHHEH. . .

— TBoe, — BO3pa3ujl MUHUCTP. — S1 JIMIIIb TTOJHSIT BOIIPOC, ThI K€ OCYyIeCTBUII ero. 1 kak ocy-
mectBui1! Borpeku TBoel matepu, KOoTopasi, MoAcTpeKaeMasi cBouM maxkom [lannacom, oObsiBuiIa
BCE 3TO TUIEOSCKMM B3I0POM; BOIIPEKM BEPXOBHOMY Xkpelly u kpeiy lOnmrepa, ropsiao BoccTaB-
IIMM [IPOTUB BO3PACTAIONIEeN CMEIOCTU BOCTOYHOM U €TUIETCKON epeceil; BOMPEKH TBOEU Cympyre,
eKe4acHO OKMJABIIIEH, YTO HaJl HAMH Pa3passTcs CTpaIlHbIe IONUTEPOBBI IPOMBI; HAKOHEI], BOITPEKU
[JIyTIOCTH, BOOPYKUBILIEHCS Ha TeOs1 co Bcex cTopoH. Hu oaun oburaresnb, HU OOUH pad CEeMHUXOIM-
HOTo ropojia He OyneTt OoJblle mpecieayeM 3a cBolo penuruio! Hukakue puMckre npeapaccyiku He
MPUHYIAT €r0 MPUHOCUTD KEPTBHI TOCYAAPCTBEHHBIM Ooram! DTo JIM He CJIaBHOE TOPKECTBO (prIo-
coduu?.. A Tbl Bce-Taku nevyajieH?..

JIno nmneparopa MposiCHUIOCH.

— Ja, ThI IpaB, — CKa3aJl OH, MPOTITUBAasi PyKy COBETHUKY. — $I MOT OBl OBITH JOBOJIEH. MBI yxke
KOE-4TO COBEPILIWIN; KOHEUHO, 3TO TOJIBKO OJHU MPUTOTOBJICHHSI, HO TEM HE MeHee OHU CJIABHbI U
BO3BBIIICHHBI. BllaIbl4eCcTBO JI0Ira — caMoe CJIOBO 3TO 3BYUYUT MOIO0OHO OOKECTBEHHOH TpyOe, OHO
BJIMBAeT B MEHsI CUJTy BO3/IEpXKaHUsI U camooTpedeHus. Ho s1 Belb CMEepTHBI, 4acTo U JIETKO MOj1a-
onmics cBoel cnadocTu. .. HasBy 1 BO CHe MeHsI TOMUT CTpacTHasl, HEYyTOIUMAst KakIa CUacThbs. . .

— CuacThe 3aKJI09aeTCsl B UCTIOJTHEHUY HPABCTBEHHBIX 3aKOHOB, — CKa3aJl MUHHCTP.

— $1 ucroNHsII0 UX, HO CYACThe BCE-TAKU HE PACCEMBAET MpaKa MOEH KU3HU.

— Ho dero xe tede HenocTaeT? Thl — 1e3apb, husiocod, cynpyr npekpacHoi, moodsimein OKkra-
BUH, TOTOBOW YMepeTh 3a TeOs... XOTs OHa II0-CBOeMY M IPOTUBOACHCTBYET Tede. ..

— Ecmm 6b1 peno 6bi10 TONBKO B 3ToM! [IpoTtnBozeiictByer! He nymaens i Thl, 4TO s Tak
HerepruM? Kak mmrneparpuiia u cyrnpyra, OHa UMeeT IpaBo BeIpaxarh cBoe MHeHHe. KoHeuHo, pu-
3HAIOCh, MEHSI IPOKb MPOOUPAET, KOT/a Mo Beuepam MHE TOJIKYIOT O THeBe BceMoryinero FOmurepa. . .
Ho ecu 6b1 1 ObUIO MHAYe, eciiv Obl U OHA OblIa CTOPOHHUIIEH CBOOO/IBI, BCE-TAaKHW s HE HaIles Obl
ycrokoeHus1. He mocturaio, 4to OTTaIKMBaeT MeHs OT Hee. YacTo MHOI OBJIaieBaeT MOYTH KaJIOCTh,
U 51 caM ce0e KaKych MPEeCTYITHUKOM, OECUyBCTBEHHBIM K €€ OECKOHEUHOM J100pOTe; HO BCE-TAKH. . .
Bot B yem Moe HecyacTbe!

— Th1 He mOOUIIIL ee, — C OTOpYEHUEM CKa3ajl MUHHCTP.

Hepon B310xHYyII.

— JIio60Bb. .. mM0O0Bh! MHe KakeTcs, OHa yBJICKaeT 4yesioBeKa Kak yparad... OHa oIrenom-
JISIET, HATIOJTHSIET CepIIie CMEPTEIbHO-TOMHUTEILHBIM JKEJIAaHUEM U B TO K€ BpeMsl Pa3IMBaeT B KUJIaxX
OroHb... B paspbiBatoeiics rpyy HET MecTa /Il MHbIX MBICIIEH, KpoMe Mbicier o Hel! Bee, Bee
MOXHO OTJaTh 3a oOnaganue ewo. .. [Jaxe mpecron u 6marogeTenbHy0, MUPOBYI0 MyapocTb CTOH. . .

CrpacTtHOe BOOAYIIEBJIEHHE 11e3apsi POCIIO C KaKAbIM CIIOBOM, M OH KPEIKO MPUKaI PYKy K
cepairy, Kak Obl )i TOTO, YTOOBI 00y37aTh OYIIEBABIIYIO B HEM OYpIo.

— T Tak m06m! — npomenTan CeHeka, MOPaKeHHBIN BHE3AITHBIM OTKPOBEHHUEM.

— Ha! 51 nomxkeH BbIcKazaTbest X0Th pa3! S modwmn! Jliobun Genokypyio, mpenaecTHyio, 6oxe-
CTBEHHYIO JIEBYIIIKY, AKT3, oTrynieHHuily Hukonuma! T'ope mue! Cuactbe Moe pa3omiioch rmpexnie,
YyeM s ycriesl BKyCHTh ero! DTa ouapoBatesbHasi, 00oxkaemasi AKT, KJISIHYCb MOTHJION MOETro He3a-
6BeHHOrO oTHa JJoMuUIMs — cenanach Obl UIMIIEpATPHLIEH, eciiv Obl HAC HEe pa3ilydria IiIymas, Hero-
CTHXKUMAs Cynpoa!

— Kak? Ornymennuiia Ha npecrose [lanatuHckoro nsopua?

— TBoe wm3ymiieHHMe NPOTUBOPEUUT IJIABHOMY OCHOBAaHMIO TBOEH (puiocoduu, — OoTBevas
1ie3apb. — [1oBTOpSIIO: 51 OTKa3ascs Obl OT BBIIOJMHEHUS 3aBeranus umneparopa Kinasaus; OxraBus
CKOpPO yTenmsach Obl, a €IMHCTBEHHAs] U HECpaBHEHHast AKTY crasia Obl MOel skeHOH. Pykoruieru
ke, Ceneka! HazapsiHka Ha rpectosie — 9To ObUT Obl CaMblii OTBaKHBIH IIIAr K OCYIIECTBICHUIO TBOETO
00IIECTBEHHOTo TiepeBopoTal
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— IIpaBna, — npo6opmotan CeHeka, — HO s ONAcaloch. . .

— K HecuacTblo, TeOe pemmTenbsHO HEYero ornacarbes, — MpepBajl ero nesapb. — MiMneparpuity
Puma 30ByT OKTaBHel... AKT3 Mcuesfa, Kak NOTYyXIIWid Meteop, U HepoH Hayuwiicsi 0Oy3pIBaTh
cBou MeuThl. Ho mpekparum 1ot pokoBo# pasroBop! Ha cerofns st xouy 3a0bITh Bce 3a00THI U ITpe-
BpaTHUThCS B AMUKypeina. [Ipurnamas umneparopa k cede B roctu, Pnasuii CrieBUH, €CTECTBEHHO,
OXHU/IAeT HAWTHU B HEM MPHUATHOTO COOECETHUKA.

— Kak nosesuiib. 4 cnienry nepeonerbes.

I'maBa VI

INontopa yaca citycrs rycras To/ma TeCHUIAch Iiepe]] BXOIOM B UMIepaTopcKuil asopelt. Yaco-
Bbl€, CTOSIBILIME 3/1€Ch C KOMNbSMHU B pyKax, €/1Ba MOIVIM CAEPXKUBATh HAIOpP JIOOOMBITHOM MAacchl.
CTyneHr M IOKOJIb COCEHEro Xpama ObLIM CIUIONIb YCEesTHbl HapoAOM; Ha MO30JI0YCHHbIE CTaTyH
KapaOKaJIMCh MOAPOCTKU U JIake MEKIY BHICOKMMH KOJIOHHAMH MaJaTUHCKOTO MOIbe3Ia MeJIbKaIN
JOOOTIBITHBIE 3PUTEJIH.

— Wnyt! — pazpancs BOpyr BOCTOPKEHHBIN AETCKUM TOJIOC.

B B030y) aeHHOM TOIIIE TPOOEsKal pOroT Kak Mepejt HauaIloM HeTEPIeIMBO 0KUIaeMOro Ipe-
CTaBJICHUSI.

ITocne cBoero cow3sa ¢ monogon OKTaBHEH, MMIEpaTOp MOKA3bIBAJICA TENEPb BIEPBBIE HA
TOPOJCKMX YIMALIAX B TOPKECTBEHHOM ITPOLIECCUM, HANIPABIAACh B JoM ceHatopa Pnasusa CueBuHa,
JaBaBIIero OJIECTSIIIIA U B YECTh BHICOKOM YeThl. Briepey MeieHHO exaiii ABa BOGHHBIX TPHOYHa
B cepeOpsITHOM BOOPYKEHUH. 3a HUMH CJIE0BA HEOOJBIIION OTPsJI MPETOPUAHIIEB C OTHEHHO-Kpac-
HBIMH TIEpbsIMHM Ha ONECTSAIIMX [UIeMax; M03aJi HUX TPUALATh PAOOB B BBIIMTHIX 30JI0TOM OIEK-
Jax HEeCJIM KaxIblil 10 JBa He3axokeHHbIX (pakesa. Korbs nperopuaHues, Takxke Kak (pakesnsl padoB,
YBUTBI OBUTH PO3aMHU.

— Nmneparpuna-marts! — pa3nanuck B Hapoe U3yMJIEHHBIE I'0JI0CaA.

— Kak? U B aTOM Jaxe ArpurniuHa Xo4eT puHUMarh ydactue?

— HeseposiTHO!

— D710 OBUIO MPOCTUTEIHHO, TIOKA 1Ie3apb He ObLI ellle KeHar.

— D10 ockopOeHue it cBeTieimer OkTaBum!

— Beperuce, Kaii! A B ocobenHocTr Thl, nep3kuii Cemmnponuii! Kpyrom Kummar mmuoHs!.

— IInronsl? Yo Ham 1o HUX? MBI 3alMIaeM npaBa UMIEpaTopa.

— U pumckue oObryan.

— TTokoiiHbIfl ABryCT HUKOT/IA HE MOTepIes Obl 3TOTO.

— Hepon mo6ut cBoio mMaTb.

— Knsnycn I'epkynecom, ecitit Obl OH 3HaJ. . .

— Momun! U 1ebe He mopora ronosa’?

Takue 1 NogOOHBIE Pa3rOBOPbI CIIBIIIAIUCH ITPU MOSABIEHUN POCKOLIHBIX HOCUJIOK, C IOCTOMH-
CTBOM U JIOBKOCTBIO HECOMBIX BCEM U3BECTHBIMU CUTaMOpaMH.

Ha markux nozgymnikax BMecTe ¢ UMIeparpuieit Bocceana ee (hpeiyinHa, UcliaHka ALleppoHHUS.

JIBajLiaTUIIETHAS CTpaHHas JEBYIIKA 3Ta, Ka3aloch, COEJUHsIIA B ce0e ONBITHOCTh MAaTPOHBI
C HEeBMHHOW OecHeYHOCThI0 peOeHKa. VIHOrma B ee CHHe-3eJeHBbIX IJIa3aX CBEpKaJlo caMoe TOHKOEe
JIyKaBCTBO; MHOT/A ke ee OONBIIOM, YyBCTBEHHBI POT MPUHUMAJI TAKOE JETCKU-HAaMBHOE BBIpaKe-
HHeE, 4TO JJaXe CKENTHUK MOBEpHJI OBl B ee IpocTocepreure. B odOparennu ¢ ArpurmuHOi oHa coBep-
IIEHHO BHE3AITHO MePeXOriIa U3 TOHA MOAPYTH B TOH MOKOPHOW paObIHU, IPHUYEM B 00OMX CITydasix
Obl1a OAMHAKOBO HEMCKpeHHA. Ee r1aBHyI0 KpacoTy COCTaBIISIM TYCThIE, SIPKO-PbIKUE BOJIOCHI, Oes0-
CHE’KHAs1 KOXa 1 OnecTsiiye 3yObl, IPU cMeXe MPHAaBaBIIMe ee JIMIYY BhIpakKeHHe KPACUBOH MaHTEPHI.
Nmrnieparpuiia-mMaTh 04eHb JOPOXHUIIA ee 00IIEeCTBOM, U AleppOHUsI OblJTa €IMHCTBEHHBIM JIMLIOM, HE
CJIBIXaBLIMM OT CBOEM IOCIIOKU HU OJJHOT'O HEMUJIOCTUBOIO CJIOBA.
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OTKMHYBIIMCh HA TOMYIIKM ¥ TOANEPIIA PYKOH CBOKI YKPAIICHHYIO KEMYyraMu TOJIOBY,
ArpunmnuHa cMOTpesia BHICOKOMEpHee, TMOBEHTebHEe M cCaMOyBepeHHee, YeM OObIYHO. [1ophIBbI
He3aBucMMOCTH HepoHa, HECKOJIbKO MeCsIIIeB TOMY Ha3a/l TaK HENPUSATHO MPOSIBUBIIKECS B OOHAPO-
JOBaHUM AMKTA, O BEPOTEPITUMOCTH, TeNephb MoCTeNneHHo cnabenu. [JaBHO yke OH He MpearnpuHu-
MaJl HIYero BaXXHOro 0e3 ee coBeTa, MPUHMMAs e MHEHHUE MOYTH 3a MpuKa3. OueBUIHO, SMUKT ObLT
JIMIIb MUMOJIETHOM NIPUXOTHIO; OHA HE HaMepeHa Oblla 3aTparuBaTh 3TOT BOMPOC, TAK KaK MOJ0OHAS
TMIOMBITKA C €€ CTOPOHBI MOTJIa Obl CHOBA MPOOYANTD MOYTH yKe HCUE3HYBIINH B CHIHE IyX MPOTUBOPE-
yrsi. COOCTBEHHO rOBOPsI, OHA UMeJIa BCE TIOBO/IBI OBITh JIOBOJIBHOM HACTOSIIIINM TTOJIOKEHUEM BeIlIeH.
VBaxenue Hepona nepen ee BHICOKMM YMOM ObUIO €/1Ba Jid TIOKoseOeHo. .. [Jaxe cam Ceneka, mo-
BU/IMMOMY, CHOBA TpUIIE K YOeXKAEHHIO, UTO OaropasyMHasi MOJIMTHKA HEBO3MOXHA Oe3 Heorpa-
HUYEHHOTO BEPXOBEHCTBA MMIIEPATPHIIBI-MaTepH, a IJIaBHOE, Ha €e CTOPOHE ObLT HAYaJIbHUK MPETO-
pHaHIeB, YecTHBIN Bypp, KOTOpBI B cllyyae HaJIOOHOCTH OKa3asl Obl el SHepriuyHoe cosieficTBue. B
nocnieqHee BpeMsi Bypp erie 6osbliie 3armyTascs B CETH CBOEH MOBETUTEbHULIBL, ¥ OHA OblTa yBepeHa,
YTO OH OKOHYATEJIbHO, 0 Oe3yMusi BIIOOJICH B Hee, HECMOTPsI Ha TO, UTO OHA OblJIa OUeHb CKyIa Ha
SIBHBIE MTPOSIBJICHUSI OJIATOCKJIOHHOCTH.

HenocpencreeHHO no3aan HOCUJIOK ATPUIIIMHBI LIEJ €€ YIPaBJISIOIIMI U YaCTHBIN CEKpeTaphb
[Mannac, okpyKeHHbII TONMOW PadoB.

Ha miee y Hero HajeTa Obljia iparolieHHasi 11elb, HeaBHUIA TIOJAPOK UMIIePaTPHUIIbL.

Kakux Obl yIIpekoB HU 3aCTy’KMBaJla BLICOKOMEpPHAs JKEHIIMHA, €€ HeJb3s1 ObLJIO YIPEKHYTh B
HeOJIaroqapHOCTH, OTCYTCTBOBABIIIEH Cpe/iu ee TIOPOKOB U HEOCTATKOB.

OsposeBiui umneparop Knapauii sxenuics Ha Arpunnuse no coery Jlasiaca.

Nmneparop, HartyraHHbII U OMIO30PEHHbIN HECJBIXaHHBIM Pa3BPaTOM CBOEH Ka3HEHHOW HaKo-
Hell cynpyru MeccayimHbl, cHayasla IPOTUBWIICA M30 BCeX CWI, HO [lannac He yHMMascs. Arpun-
NMHA, B TO BpeMsl HaJleBIasi Ha ceOsl JIMUMHY CTPOrOil HPAaBCTBEHHOCTH, NEWCTBUTENIBHO Ka3ajach
eMy CaMOM MOAXOMSIIEH CyNpyro ciaboMy UMIIEPaTopy, U, KpOMe TOro, OHa TOCY/IMJIA eMY TaKyIo
YyJEeCHYIO Harpajiy, 4YTo OH He TOJIbKO YCTpOII Opak, HO YOeArT UMIIepaTopa YCHIHOBUTH TOT/IA eIle
MaJieHbKoro HepoHa, cbiHa ATPHITIIMHBL OT NEPBOTrO Opaka.

Ona HuKorga He 3a0bIBasia ero yoryr. TailHO Tpe3upaeMblii apUCTOKpaTaMH 3a HU3KOE TPo-
ucxoxaeHue, Hecumnatuunell Hepony, Ilayiac, TeM He MeHee urpas BecbMa 3HAUMTEIbHYIO POJIb
Onaroziapst MIJIOCTSIM MIMITEpaTpuiibl-MaTepu. Heromyloruye ceHaTopsl He pa3 ObIBajK BBIHYK/ICHBI
OKa3bIBaTh JTIOOMMILY ATPUIIIMHBI OJIECTSAIINE MOYECTH U O(PUIMATBHO BhIpakaTh OJIaroJapHOCTb 32
€ro yCIIyr'l TOCYJapCTBY; & OMHAXKIbI, KOTAa OH 3a00JIelT, OHU JJaske BOCCHLIAIN MTyOIMYHbIE MOJIUTBBI
0 €ro BbI3/IOPOBJICHUHY.

ArpurmnuHa BIOJHE OCYACTIIMBIIIA €T0 BBICIIUM JOKA3aTeIbcTBOM CBOEro OsaroBonieHusi. OHa
Japuiia eMy MOMeCTbsl, BUJLIbI, JBOPILIbI, paOOB, IParolieHHOCTH, U CBEpPKaBIIasi TeNepb Ha €ro MyCKY-
JIUCTOM 1Ilee LieTlb, OBITh MOXET, ObUIa CaMbIM JIECTHBIM U HEKHBIM M3 BCEX ee MOJapKOB, MO0 Ha
KaXJJOM 3BEHE 1IN HAXOAWINCh N300paKeHUs MOTYIIIECTBEHHO! MTPABUTEIbHUIIBL.

[Mpu nBope INaynac cuutancs OfHUM W3 HEMHOTWX, KTO BeJ JOBOJBHO OE3yKOPHU3HEHHYIO
KU3Hb.

OTHoIIeH! ero K UMIepaTpuiie He HOCHIM HA MaJISHIIIero oTrevyarka Toi JIIoOe3HOCTH, KOTO-
PYIO Bcerzia nposiBiisil B oOpaiieHun ¢ Heit Adgpanuii Bypp.

Mmuoro net Hazan [lannac ObUT XkeHAT, HO CKOPO TMOTEPsUl CBOIO KeHY, KPOTKYIO, TIOKOPHYIO
rpeyaHKy, yMepIyo yxkacHor cMepTbio. C TOW OpPBl OH UCKJIIOYUTETHHO TIOCBSITUI CE0s1 CITYKEHUIO
Pa3sHOCTOPOHHUM MHTEpECaM UMIIepaTpULIbl-MaTepu.

[TomneiTka ee coenuuuTh BepHoro [lamnaca ¢ dpeiyinHON AnleppoHueil noreprena Heygauy,
cKopee Onarofapsi ClIOKOMHOMY OTKa3y PacCyAUTETIbHOTO CeKpeTapsi, YeM TropsiueMy OTBPAILCHUIO
PbIKEH MaHTepbl, KOTOpasi Kak J04b KOPAYOaHCKOTo aprCTOKpaTa, ¢ Ipe3peHreM CMOTpelia Ha OTITy-
IIIEHHUKA U C OOJIBIIION CMEJIOCTHIO B IPUCYTCTBUM ATPHITITMHBI TOBOPUJIA €My Camble OecriepeMOH-
HbIE UCTHHBI.
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Boo0r1ie noBepeHHBI NMITEpaTPUIIBI HE MTPETbINAJICS HUKEM, XOTs IAJIeKO He Bce OJ1aropojiHbie
JEBYILKY pas3zessaiu B3ra] Ha Hero Anepponun. Ho IMannac BoBee He kaxgan HoBoro corwsa. Ero
KpOoTKast AHIpOMe/Ia CJIMIIIKOM Pe3KO OTIIMYAIACh OT PACYETIMBBIX PUMJISTHOK.

Tak Tyman oH 0 BCTpeuu ¢ OeJIOKypou, IBETYIIend AKTI.

Torna BHe3aITHO OH TIOHSUI, YTO OHA MOXET 3aMEHUTh €ro moTepio. B cepaie copokarpexer-
HEro 4eJIoBeKa BCIBIXHYIN TOT € OrOHb, KOTOPBIH 3aropesicst B HeM, KOI/ia BIIEpBbie OH yBUAAT Ha
oepery Ctabuu npesyiecTHYIO (pUrypy MOJIOZIOH IpeYaHKH.

— Tenepp wim HUKOTAA! — OTYMaJT OH, BCHOMHUB STPYCCKYIO TIECHIO O KOJIOYEM KyCTapHHKE,
JaBHO yKe OTuasiBIeMcs B cebe, a MeX/1y TeM IMPOM3BOAUBIIEM PO3BI. .. V1 OH yJIBIOHYJICS HE TIO3TH-
YeckoMy 00pazy, HO TOMY, YTO TOJIBKO TeNepb BIOJHE MOCTUT CMBICIT 3TOH MECHHU.

Hezameuennblii AKT3, OH BTOPOU pa3 B ’KU3HU YBUJAJ ee B lome Hukoanma, a 3ateM Mex1y
JIaBPOBBIMHU U3ropossiMu MapcoBa 1osisl, Tie OH OTKPBLUI eii cBoM 4yBcTBa. [IoToM OHa BApYT ncyesna,
nogo6Ho [Tpo3eprvHe, BHE3aTHO TIOXUIIIEHHOM MOA3EMHBIM O0XKECTBOM. ..

Ortka3s ee ObUT 10CTaTOUHO siceH. [Taniac MOr TOJIbKO MPEIOIOKUTh, YTO IPUIMHON ee OercTa
ObL1 OH. [ToCTYNOK 3TOT IEHCTBUTENILHO JIOKa3bIBAN ee Oe3pacCy/IHbIN yKac K HeMy, KOTOPOTroO OHa ¢
CaMoro HavyaJla Ha3BaJsla «CTPAIIHBIM.

HeBbipasumasi ropeus oBiagena ero cepaieM. [IokopeHHbIN ee KepPTBEHHBIM OJIarOpOJCTBOM,
OH, MorymecTBeHHbli [lammac, mpeasoxun 3Toil Oe3yMHOW CBOIO PYKY M CepAlle IS IPOYHOro
COI03a, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI, KaK OHA cama MPeIIooKuIIA, TOIBKO JOOUTHCS €€ B3aMMHOCTH; HO STOT
YECTHBIN TIOCTYNOK BO30OYAMJI B HEH OTHO JIMIIIb OTBpAllleHue, MoOyauBIiIee ee Oexarh OT HEro, Kak
OT 3a4yMJIEHHOTO!

U ona Gexana, 6pocuB Bce, M3 OOS3HU YTOOBI OH He MPUOETHYI K HACUJIHIO !

Kankoe pasouyapoBanue! MyuuTenbHOE, HEBBIPA3UMOE YHMKEHHUE !

MBbiciib 06 3TOM ysKe HECKOJIBKO HefleNb Iphizia ero. [loTepsars cBeTo3apHyo AKT U MOTEPSTH
ee TaK — 3TO MPEBOCXOIMIIO BCSAKYIO Mepy TepHeIMBOCTH !

O [neiicTBUTENbHBIX MOOYKIEHUAX AKTI OH HE MMeJ HM MAJISWIIero MoHATHsS. YcepaHbie
PO3BICKM 1Ie3apsi OH MPUITUCHIBAI ero ydactuio K Hukogumy, moutu apyry Ceneku. 3nait [Nayac
UCTUHY, OH 0€3yMCTBOBaJ ObI MOJOOHO ASIKCY, Uell pacCy/ioK ObLT MOMpaueH Ooramu.

Terepb, U 32 HOCUJIKAMH CBOEH TIOBEJIUTEIBHUIIBI, OKPYKEHHBIA OJIECTAIIEN TOJIOM maja-
THUHCKUX paOoB, MpeaMeT TalHOW M SIBHOHM 3aBUCTH CTOJBKMX ThICSY jmofel, [lamiac nmpummpuics
CO CBOMM pa304apoOBaHUEM M, BHICOKO TMOJIHSIB BHIPA3UTENIBbHYIO, SHEPTUYHYIO TOJIOBY, BIIOJHE HAC/A-
XKJAJICSl CBOGH POJIBIO CO3/1aTelsl ar pUMIMHO-HEPOHOBOM IMHACTHH. TeM He MeHee OH Ka3aJics OYeHb
MOCTaPEBILINM.

Ha cunbHOM 4yenoBeke, B TEUEHUH MHOTHX JIET UCIIBITBIBABILIEM OHO JIMIIIb YAOBJIETBOPEHHUE
YCTIEIITHOCTBIO CBOEH ACSATENIFHOCTH, 4 3aTeM BHE3AITHO OXBAYEHHOM HEMPEOI0IUMOM JTI0OOBBIO M TOT-
Yac ke MOPAKEHHOM TOPECThI0 pa3pyIIEHHBIX HAJEXK[, COOBITHS 3TU OCTABISIIOT Oojee TIIyOOKue
CJIeJIbl, YeM camble CTPACTHbIE OypH B IOHOCTH.

CBuTa MMIMepaTpUIIbl-MaTepH 111 32 30JI0TOH JIEKTUKOM MMIlepaTtopa u ero cynpyra OKTaBum.

3a 3TUMH HOCWJIKaMH TaKKe CJIe/I0BAJIA TPUALATH (DAaKeTOHOCIIEB ¥ HEOOIBIIION 0TS/ TBAPIUH
noj HadayibcTBoM arpurenTiia Cogonus Turemmna.

BrecTsmmii BcaTHUK Ha CBOEM BEJTMKOJIEITHOM KaraJOKUHACKOM CKaKyHe eXaJl psilioM C HOCHII-
KaMH MOJIOZION UMIiepaTpuiibl. [1o BpeMeHaM KOHb ero IMyTaJics IIlyMa TOJIITbI, YTO AaBaJIO ar PUTEHTILY
KEJIAHHYI0O BO3MOKHOCTh HE TOJIBKO BBIKAa3aTh CBOIO HAE3THMUYECKYIO JIOBKOCTb, HO TaKke Opocath
U3-TIO]] YEPHBIX PECHUII B3IJIsAAbl Ha OKTaBUIO, C JIETKOW KPACKOW Ha IeKaX OTBEYABIIYI0 HAKJIOHOM
T'OJIOBBI HA BOCTOPKEHHBIE ITPUBETCTBUS HAPOJA.

«OHa npekpacHa, — lyMaJl arpureHTCKUi cepiieen, — IpeKpacHa, Kak luana, Ho 600Ch, 4TO
OHa TaK e cypoBa... U oH He moouT ee, Moii Bcemorymmui Heporn! Henoctuxumo! Ipocto Henero!
Mee kaxercs1, 4To eciu Obl B Hauasie MOEro KU3HEHHOTO My TH MHE BCTPETUIIACh AEBYIIIKA, MO00HAS
OKTaBuM, 51 HUKOTJA HE CAENAICS Obl HEUCIIPABUMBIM TPEIITHUKOM, TaK JIOBKO YIPABJISIONIMM CBOUM
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koHeM. O0Opa3 ku3HHU AOCTONHOro TureyuiMHa — OUeHb IIynasi 4, B CyLTHOCTH, OIHOOOpa3Hasi UCTO-
pusi! B kaxao0ii 1iBeTyIel KeHIHe UcKaTh HeOecHylo A(pOIUTY U Bcerna HaXOAUTh JIMIIb Kajl-
KW 00JIOMOK, c1aboe 9X0 O0KEeCTBEHHOW MEJIOJVH — 3TO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB CTAHOBHUTCSI YTOMUTEITh-
HbIM. KiIssHych DMOHOM, UHOT/IA MHE AYMaeTcsi, YTO B 9TOM KOMEIUHM Mbl UTPaeM OYEeHb CMEIIHYIO
ponb! Teneps *ke, BriepBbie. . . Jlep3kuii Oe3ymert, wim Thl 10320611 ['oMepa? Koneuno, naps MkcruoH
HEMHOXKO HEJIOBKO TMPHUHSUICS 3a JIeJNO... H... TPaBO, OHA HACTOSINAsI BABUJIOHCKAs po3a, HECPaB-
HUMasi C COPBaHHBIMU MHOM JJOCeJIe IBETAMH U [IBETOYKAMH. .. A JJIsl Teposi 3aMaH4YMBO Beb OIHO
JIMLIb reporndeckoe ! »

JleicTBUTENbHO, HAPYKHOCTh I0HOW MMIIEpATPUIBI MOIJIa OOBOPOXKHTH IUIAMEHHOTO arpu-
redTia. [Ipesxe kuBasi 1 Becesas, Tenepb OHa OTIINYAIACh HEOOBIYAHON CEPhe3HOCTHIO M CACPKAH-
HOCTBIO, COCTABJISIBIIMMY CTPAHHBIN KOHTPACT C €€ KPOTKUMHM, MATKMMU uepTamu. Ha moutu Bceraa
OIYIIEHHBIX, JUIMHHBIX, TEMHBIX PECHHIIAX JIexkano oOako nevyaad. Momva cuiena oHa BO3Jie CBO-
€ro MOJIOZIOTO CYIIpyra, OJ1eIHO-MpPaMOPHOE JIMIIO KOTOPOTo Ka3aJoCh TOYHBIM OTPaKEHHEM ee CO0-
CTBEHHBIX TAWHBIX TyM.

XO0JIOIHOE CTIOKOMCTBUE 3TOM YeThl M MX BUAMMAS OTUYkKICHHOCTh HEBOJBHO MPOU3BOIVIIM
TATOCTHOE BIeYATJIeHHe Ha BHUMATeIbHOro HaOmonaresiss. O4eBUIHO, YTO CyabOa COeTUHMIA 31eCh
aBa ONaropoJHbIX, HO B CBOMX CTPEMJICHHSIX M UyBCTBaX HE COOTBETCTBOBABIIMX OTHO APYrOMY
cepaua. Kak mor HepoH, ¢ ero yBiiekaiomencs CTpacTHOW HaTypoy, TOPLIBBI KOTOPO# 00Y3/IbIBAIUCH
JIMIIb UCKYCCTBEHHBIMHU CpeICTBaMU, HepoH OTCTYNHUK, BEYHO Tep3aeMblii BHYTPEHHUMH OypsMU
1 60pbOOI, MOJOUTH K SICHO-HETIOKoIeOnMo, OnarodectrBoi OKTaBUU, OJTaKEHHO BEPOBABIICH B
YHACJIEIOBAaHHYIO €10 PEeJTUTHIO MIPEIKOB M OTBEUABIIECH HA BCE COMHEHHS CBOETO CyIpyra B3JI0XOM
COCTpaJIaHWsl WU YIBIOKON YBEpEHHOCTU W HAJICKIbI?

Ecmm xe Knapauio Hepony ciiyqasioch NPUHATH TSKEJIOE PELIEHUE, BbIKA3aTh BEJIUKOLYIINE
WM OflepKaTh KaKylo-HUOYIb UHYIO TIOOeLy HaJ caMuM co00il — OKTaBHsI HAXOIWIIa BCE 3TO TOJBKO
€CTECTBEHHBIM.

3auem COMHEHHM S TaM, TJIe BCE TaK SICHO U MOHATHO? BiiaropoiHblil 4eoBeK v BIIOTbMax BUIE
3[1€Ch CBOM MYTb. ..

[pu Takux peyax cynpyru HepoHoM oBjaeBasia CTpaHHAsI CMECh CaMbIX ITPOTHUBOIOJIOKHBIX
OIIYILCHUI: B HEM 3aKUIIaJIM THEB, U3yMJICHUE, CThI]I, @ CHJIbHEE BCErO — YIPSMOE HEIOBOJIbCTBO, O
BpEMeHaM IOXOAMBIIIee HA HEHABUCTb.

— Jla 31paBcTBYyeT mMIieparop! — Kpuyajia BOCTOpKeHHas Tonma. — Jla 371paBcTByeT umrepa-
Tpuua, Kporkas OkraBus!

HepoH ¢ riryGoKkuM B3A0XOM IMOCMOTPET Ha CBOIO I0HYIO TIOAPYTY U IPUHYKICHHO YJIBIOHYJICS. . .

Ona Ha ceKyHIy NMOJHSUIA IJla3a U TaKKe CO B3JOXOM CHOBA OIMYCTHJIA 33 yMYMBO-YCTAJIBII
B30D.

JleficTBUTEbHO, OHA Ka3aJlach YKACAIOIIE XOJIOJHOM.

«W Tako# oHa ObLia BCeriar», — MogyMa UMIIEpaTop.

Jlaxxe B IeHb CBaIbOBI OHA HE BhIKA3aJia CJIAIKOTO BOJTHEHHSI, HA OPaYHOM IOpOTre 03apsIIOIIero
KpacoTOH Jla)ke HeKpacHBBIX JieByIiek. OHa ocTaBaiach HEMOW U XOJIOJHOM, MOAOOHO MUTMATMOHO-
BOI1 cTaTye O ofylleBIeHNs ee APpoauTon.

Kaxkas paszuuiia — Hepon! 3eBc cBUIeTeNb, YTO OH HUKOT/IA HE JIIOOWIT ee; HO BCe-TaKH, KOraa
3a HIMU THXO 3aTBOPUJIACH IBEPb CIIAJIHU M OH YBHIEN Mepeji COOO0M CBOIO IBETYIIIYIO KeHY, O0IH-
TYIO BOJIIIEOHBIM, MYPITyPOBBIM CBETOM JIAMITBI, TOT/IA MPEKHEE ero paBHOMYIIME MOKA3aJI0Ch eMy
Oe3yMueM, U B HEM BCIIBIXHYJIa TaKasi CTPacTh, KaKylo €/1Ba JIM YyBCTBOBaJI K EjleHe HeXHbI AJek-
canip. OMyCTUBIIUCH Ha 30JI0TYI0 CKaMbl0, OH OYPHO MPUBJIEK €€ K ce0e 1 C UICKPEHHUM yBJIeYeHUEM
MPOILETITA:

— Bynem cuactimBel, mpekpacHass OKTaBus1, CYACTIIUBBI HETYIO JOJITYIO KHU3Hb !

[MnameHHBIMH TIOIETYSIMH OCBHITIAN OH €€ MPEJIECTHOE JIUILIO, AYIIHCThIE BOJOCH M OEJIOCHEKHBIE
TUIEYH. ...
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OHa ke — Ta, 0 CTPAaCTHOM K HeMy JIIOOBH KOTOPOHM TaK YacTO TOJIKOBAJIA €My OTIYIIEHHUIIA
Pabonus1, ee moBepeHHas1, — OHa, «HEXHasl HEBECTA C CBETJILIM B30POM JIaHW», CITyIIajia ero BOCTOp-
JKEHHBIE peur, Kak Oe3KM3HEHHAsI MpaMOpHasi CTaTysl.

Ecnu 651 oHa entte conpotuiisiiack eMy! Ho 1 3Toro He O6b1710; OHA He pa3birphIBajia CTHIIJIUBYIO,
HO TIPUHMMAJIA ero JJACKU 0e3 COUYBCTBUS U 03 MaJIeHIIero BOJHEHU s JTIOOBH.

C stoit MunyThl HepoH niepecrait BepuTh B ee 000Bb. EMy Ka3anock, 4YTo OHa IMUTAET K HeMy
TOJIBKO pacrnoyioxkenue cecTpbl. CaM ke OH He yMeJl JOCTaTOYHO JIMIEMEPUTb, YTOOBI JOJTO CKPHI-
BaTh CBOW HEJIOCTATOK YyBCTBA K Hell. Pa3pbiB ObUT HEMOMpPaBUM, U OHM CTAPATUCH JIMIIb COOTIONATh
HapyKHbIE TPYTAIHS.

[No3aau cBUTHI UMITEPATOPCKOM YETHI ClIeJOBaI IJIABHBIN JOBEPEHHBIN pad umrepaTopa, Tpul-
natuiectuiieTHuid ®aon. [TpaBuIbHBIN, CUMIIATUYHBIN, CMEJIBIA POT MPUAABAT HEUTO IOHOIIIECKOE
KpacMBOMY JIMITy 3TOrO CTPOMHOro uenoBeka. [lo-Buaumomy, PaoH HE CIMIIKOM MPAaYHO OTHO-
CUJICA K BEJIMKHMM >KU3HEHHBIM Borpocam. Punocodust ero mogxonuia non MupoBos3perue ['opa-
must: «Hacnakmaiicss HaCTOSIIIIAM M He pacCUMThIBail Ha Oyyiee!»

Bo3ne raBHoro pada muio ere msTh WM MEeCTh CIYyKUTeNel, HECIIMX YKPAaIIeHHbIE KeMUy-
T'OM IIKATYJKY U3 JIMMOHHOTO IEpPeBa, MOJTHbIE BCEBO3MOXHBIX JIParolieHHOCTEN, MTpeHa3HaYEeHHbIX
cynpyre u goyepsam ®nasus CrieBrHA B IOJAPOK OT UMIIEPATOpA.

[Mpoueccuio 3aBepiany Hocuiiku CeHeKkH, OKpYKeHHbIE MHOTOUYHCICHHBIMU TIPUIBOPHBIMU U
nperopuaHiiaMu. B HoCHIIKax psgoM ¢ MUHUCTPOM CHJIEN HauallbHUK TBapauu Adpanuii bypp.

I'poMKO MPUBETCTBOBAJ HAPOJL CBOMX JIIOOUMIIEB.

— la 3apaBcTBYIOT [IMOCKYpBI rocygapcTBa! — rpeMenu ThICSYM TOOCOB.

— CeHeka ynpIOaercsi! — 3aMeTHJI OMUH CTapblii KiueHT. — [IH oBosieH, kKak Tpuymdarop!
HagepHoe, ¢ rpanuiisl osydeHs! OnaronpusitHbie Bectu! Ero rocynapcTBeHHBIH TaJIAHT TOKOPUIT
CaMUX XaTTOB, KOTOPBIX HE MOT MIOKOPUTh MEY.

— He Bepb 3TOMY! — BO3pasmi1 eMy Oorateipb CO CBET/IBIMHU, KaK JIEH BOJIOCAMU. — XaTThI TaK ke
YMHBI, KaKk OTBaXHBI. HO OHM XOTem nogiepkuBarh Ipyx0y 1 Mup ¢ PUMOM, U TOITOMY CKOPO MBI
MIPUIILJIEM HAIIMX 3HATHEHINMX BEIbMOXK ISl IPUBETCTBUIA LIe3apI0 U 3aKJII0UYEHHs C HUM JIOTOBOPa
OT UMEHHU BCETO Hapoa.

— U 310 Tpriym, — otBevan pumiisiHuH. — f 3Han 310: Ceneka ynbidaercs. O, IIBETYIIMI BeK
¢unocopun! IpaBo, Tora Bce-Taku eie MOryiiecTBeHHee Meva!

— To1 gymaemns? — Bo3pasui repmanen]. — Cyns no B3misiay Byppa s ckopee yoexaaoch B mpo-
THUBOTOJIO)KHOM.

JleicTBUTENIbHO, 9TU JIBE XapaKTepHBIE TOJOBBI — IITyOOKOrO MBICIUTEISI M CYPOBOTO, PEIlId-
TEJIbHOTO BOWHA, JJIsI CEPhe3HOro HaOMoaaTe sl MPEACTABIsIIN HAacTOsITyIo 3arafky. Jluno CeHeku
OBbLIO OJIe/THO, CIIOKOWHO, M300POsKIEHO MOPIIUHAMU; JIUIIO Byppa, KpacHoe, Kak TMociie JBaIaToro
KyOKa, ObIJIO MYCKYJIMICTO M TIOUTH IPy00; KOTOPBIH M3 ITUX ABYX JIIOJEH AepKall B CBOUX PyKax CyIb0y
umrnepun? Ceneka v, 3ayMaBIIUi HUCTIPOBEPKEHUE THICSIYEIETHErO MPOuIoro, uim bypp, B kaue-
CTBE COIO3HHMKA ATPHITIHMHBI, TOJDKEHCTBOBABIIHIA BHICTYIIUTh €0 3allIUTHUKOM?

BHITh MOXET TakXke, B KHUre cyned HarmucaHo ObUIO, YTO HM OIMH M3 HUX HE TOBJIUSIET Ha
XOI TPAAYIIMX cOOBITUI? B TakOM cilydae caMoHa/lesTHHAsI yBEPEHHOCTb, HAITMCAHHASI B YepTax TOM
CTOJIb TIPOTHBOMOJIOKHOM Mapbl, MOIJIa OBITh TOJBKO OECKOHEUHO CMEIITHOM.

Tak, MeJIJIeHHO U TOPKECTBEHHO ABUTAJICS UMITEPaTOPCKUi moe3s 1o Via Sacra, HarpaBJisisich
K KBEpKETYJIaHCKMM BopoTam. HaroeHHsIi Oy1aroyXxaHueM U CBETOM BO3/1yX YHOIOOJSIICS AbIXaHUIO
caMOM BECHBI, U Ka3ajoch, 4To cam FOmurep J1acKOBO MPUBETCTBYET 3eMHOE BOIUIOIIEHHE CBOETO
OECKOHEYHOTO MOTYIIIECTBA.

I'maBa VII

®nasuii ClieBUH BCTPETUII UMIIEPATOPCKYIO (DaMMIIUIO CO CBUTOM MPH BXOZE B JIOM.
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[Noka umneparpuia-Marb, ONMPasiCh Ha PyKy AIIEppOHUH, BEJIMYABO BBIXOAMIIA U3 HOCHIIOK,
POCIIbIe TPETOPUAHIIBI MEJIEHHO TIPOXOAMJIN O] YKpAIIeHHO! KUBOMKCHIO apkor BopoT. He Oynp
PO3OBBIX THPJISIHA, OOBUBABIIMX UX IIJIEMBI U KOIIbs, IIECTBUE WX MOXOAMUIIO OBl HA 3aHATHE HENPH-
SITeJIbCKOM KPENoOCTH.

Crapsiii cenarop ®naBuii CLIEBUH HEBOJIBHO BBIPA3WUJI YAMBJIEHUE NPU TAaKOM HEOKUJIAHHOM
3peuIle U 3aMeTHBIIAst 3TO ATPHIIITIHA, CMEsICh, CKa3ala eMy:

— Harmm BouHBI OyyT CITyKUTb, KCTATH, ¥ YKPAIlIEeHUeM TBOero nupa. 51 ioommo OpsiaHue opy-
KU TIOJl BeCeHHUMH 11BeTaMu. [Tpotiry TeOsi pacriopsiiuThCs JIOABMU 10 TBOEMY ycMOTpeHuio. CMe-
mai ux ¢ padamu; codepy BMecTe MpU UTpax; MPUCTaBb UX B BUJE MOYETHOTO Kapayna K Hanbosee
JIOCTOMHBIM U3 TBOMX TOCTEH; THI I0JIEH pacriopsikatbcst UMU. OHU OyIyT MOBUHOBATLCS OECTIPEKO-
CJIOBHO.

HaronoBuny o6MaHyTBIi UCKYCHBIM NMPUTBOPCTBOM Arpurniunbl, ®rnaBuit ClieBUH cTapajcs
yOenuThb ceOs1, 9To ITO ObUIA ISHCTBUTETBHO JIUITh MUJIOCTUBAST YUTHBOCTb.

Ckopo, OfHAaKO, eMy HPUIIUIOCh pa3odapoBaThcsi. Ha pOCKOIIHO OKpYIJIEHHOM MOAOOPOIKE
MMIIepaTPUIIbl MEJbKHYIIO e/1Ba MPUMETHOE HACMEIIUTMBOE TIOJIEPTIBaHbe, M BhIPAKEHUE 3710061 yOe-
o PnaBus B TOM, 0 YeM OH JIOJKEH ObLT ObI OragaThCsi C CaMoOro Havasa.

Uepes cBOMX MHOTOUMCIICHHBIX IINMMOHOB ATpHITIHMHA 3Hasa, uTo PraBuil CrieBUH ObLT OTB-
SIBICHHBIM BpParoMm ee BJIACTUTENIbHBIX CTPEMJICHHI U YTO BMECTe C JPYTMMH 3HAYMTETbHEHIINMU
ce”atopami, kak bapea Copan, [1uzo u Tpazea I1aT, oH gake HEOIHOKPATHO U3MBIIILIST CPEACTBA
Y CIIOCOOBI K HU3BEPKEHUIO €€ TIEPBEHCTBYIOIIETO BIISHUS.

He orcrynuBiasi 6b1 HM niepe]] KaKMM MPECTYIUICHHEM B 3aIIIUTY CBOETO MOJIOKEHHSs, — 32 YTO
pydasioch ee Mpoluioe, OCTaBaBlieecs: TaHON Jiuiib A1t HepoHa u ero cyrnpyru — ArpurmuHa ot
CBOMX IMPOTHBHUKOB 0XHK/IajIa TAKOW K€ PEHIMTEbHOCTH |, BCTYIAasl B JIOrOBHUIIIE JibBa PJiaBusi, OHa
KeJana odecreunTh cede OIaronoyyHoe U3 Hero Bo3BpalleHue.

INoka oHa, co CBOICTBEHHOM e BETMUECTBEHHOW OJIAarOCKJIIOHHOCTBIO OOPATHUBIIINCH K CYTIpyTe
dnaBus Metesie, 0cBEIOMIISIACH O €€ 30POBbE, XO35IMH JJOMAa PUBETCTBOBAI UMIIEPATOPA U IOHYIO
Oxrapuio. O6pryaii TpeboBat, YToObl B TIOMOOHBIX CIIy4YasX PUMCKHIM 11e3aph 11eJIoBajl ceHaTopoB. B
3Ty MyCTYIO IIepeMOHMI0 HepoH BIOKMII TAKOE TEIJIOE YyBCTBO, KOTOPOE SICHO TOKA3aJI0 MPUCYTCTBY-
IOIIMM ero ChiHOBHee yBakeHue K Pnapuio. ¥ kpotkoit OkraBun ®nasuii CrieBUH MOIEI0BAT PYKY
¥ I71a3a €ro 3aCHsUIM MPU JIACKOBOM ITPUBETE KpacHelolel nmrneparpuiibl. OKTaBus Bceraa Obia ero
mooumutiei. OH He TIOIo3peBa ee CTPaJaHrui M CYUTAIl ee colo3 ¢ HepoHOM BOIUIOIIEHUEM TUXOTO
CUACThS.

C ropbkuM oxxecToueHrneM ArpunmuHa Bujena, urto ®napuii ClieBUH 1 He 1yMasl OTXOOUTh OT
MOJIOIOH YeThl, Korga Metesuia oOpaTuiiach K Hel C MPUIJIAIIEHUEM BOUTH B JIOM.

— INoBenuTenpHUIIA ATPUIIIMHA, — CKa3aJla OHa, — eCJIv Tede YroHo, BoiaeM!

Hecmotps Ha uzBecTHOe eil HepacnonoxeHue PnaBusi, ArpunnvHa TeM HE MEHee OKUaa,
YTO ee BBE/IET XO3SIMH JIOMa, a He Mereluia, 3Ta IMUPOKOKOCTHAS, MPEkIEBPEMEHHO COCTAPUBIIIA-
sicsl 10Yb JIABOUHMKA (B ACHCTBUTENILHOCTH ke MeTesuia MpoUCcXoauia U3 CeMbH OIHOTO M3 3HAUU-
TEJIbHEUIIINX CylIOCTpouTeNel u cynoBnaaensieB Octum), miedeika, peOeHKOM YMHMBIIAS CTapbie
napyca, a Terepb 33iMpaBIliasi HOC, TOUYHO ei elle B KobIoeau Obuia oOerana oommTasi mypIypom
Tora ee OyIyIlero cyrpyra.

INonaBuB cBO¥ rHEB, ATpUIIIMHA 3aCTaBUIa ce0s1 YABIOHYTHCS U BEJTMYABO MPOILIA B ABEPH.

Oo6mmpHeiil kKopuHdpckuit arpuym Pnasus CrieBuHa ObUT yKe MOJIOH ONECTSIIEH TOMMOoN uMe-
HUTBIX TocTell. CeHaTOphI C KEHaMH U T0YEePbMH; BCAJHUKH, OTIMYMBIIMECS HA TOCYAAPCTBEHHOM
CcITyk0e; BEpXOBHBIM K PeLl; Kpel] TPEX BBICIINX O0KECTB, TOPOACKON MpeeKT; HECKOBKO I0;KHO-UTa-
JIMACKUX KPYIHBIX 3eMJICBJIA/IE/IbIIEB; KJIMEHTHI, 3aHUMABIIHE BUIHOE TIOJIOKEHUE, — BCE OHU TEeCT-
PbIMU TPYIIIIAMH TBUTAJIHCH 110 HATIOJIOBUHY TMOKPHITOMY HAaBECOM MOMEIIEHHIO.

B HeckonbKHX Imarax OT OCTHyMa CTOSUT YeJIOBEK CPEJHEro pocTa, HeOObIYaitHO SHEPrIYHOM
U pe3koy HapykHoCcTU. CBepKaBIIIie yMOM I71a3a HartoMuHa CeHeKy, HO B JIMIE ¥ B OCaHKE BbIpa-
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’Kaoch ropaszio 6onee HEMpPEeKJIOHHOW BOJIM, Ye€M y TOCYJApCTBEHHOTO COBETHHUKA. DTa BBIIAIOIIA-
sicst TMIHOCTh ObLT Tpasea I1aT, cypoBblid Cyabsi ArpuUNIUHbBI, TUIAMEHHBIN MATPHOT, BO3JIaraBIIvil
BCC€ CBOM HAJCKIbI U YIIOBAHUA Ha HepOHa nu B])IHY)KIICHHHﬁ BUIETH, KaK ‘ICCTOHIOGI/IBaH nmIiepa-
TpHULIa-MaTh, BOIIPEKU IBHOMY U TAKHOMY IIPOTUBOJEHCTBUIO, BCE-TAaKU PacopsiKajlach CylECTBEH-
HEWIIMMHU TOCYAapCTBEHHBIMHU JIEIaMHM, TIOOIIPsiia MPOJAKHOCTh U Pa3Bpar, pasjiaBajia BIMSITENb-
HbIE JIOJDKHOCTH CBOMM JKaJIKUM KpeaTypaM U Jake rocyAapCTBEHHOTO COBETHHMKA TepIiesia TOJbKO
MOTOMY, YTO OIHOCTOPOHHOCTb €10 (pritocopu Jes1ana MoJIOJoro MMIepaTopa HeCHOCOOHBIM K MTPO-
SIBJICHUIO KaKUX OBl TO HU OBbLJIO MPAaKTUYECKUX crocoOHOcTer. [Ipu BXxoae mMmriepaTpuiibl-MaTepu
Tpazea II5T eqBa MpUMETHO HAKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY, HO Ha BCTPEUy MOJIOJOM YeThl OH MOCTIEIIII C elle
OoJIBIIIEH KUBOCTHIO, YeM 3TO caenan Pnapuii. 3akII0YnB B 00BATHS CTPOiHYIO (hurypy HepoHa, o
¢ GJ1aroroBeHMeM TPWOK/IbI TIOIIEIOBAT €ro B JI00.

[pu Buge sToro dGmaropogHeiiero u3 puMisiH OKTaBrel OBJIaIeN0 CUIbHOE BOJTHEHHE, IPY/Ib
ee OypHO B3/bIMAJIach M, Ka3aJloch, caMo00aiaHre MOKUHYIO ee. Ee 3alyMYnBO-TieuaibHbIN B30P
CKOJIB3HYJI TIO JuIty cynpyra. Hukorna erme oH He ObUI TaK HECPaBHEHHO IMpEKpaceH, U OHa rOTOBa
OblJ1a BOCKJIMKHYTh: «$1 oTaana Obl Bce palocTH 3eMHBIE 32 TO, YTOOBI B MATHAECST JIET Thl MOT 00ep-
HYTbCsI Ha3a]] Ha TaKyIo ke XKU3Hb, KAKOBA KU3Hb 3TOr0 Tpazea!»

INocrne Toro Kak BHICOKHE MOCETUTENN OOMEHSLIICh HECKOIbBKMMHU CJIOBAMM C M30paHHEH MU
U3 TOCTeH, Becenble 3ByKH TPyO BO3BECTHIIM Havyasio mupa. [IpuriamnieHHbple MOTSHYIMCh TapaMu B
KaBe/InyM, IJie TI0[l TEeMHO-CIHUM BECEHHUM HeOOM ObLITM paccTaBJIeHbl JBa JUIMHHBIX CTOJA.

Bokpyr nopuyeckoil KOJIOHHA/Ibl, HA YyTYHHBIX MOJICTaBKax ropeiu (akesbl B pocT YeI0BeKa
1 o0saka OJaroBOHHOIO JIbIMa MSATKUMH BOJIHAMY MOJAHUMAJIMCH K YK€ TEeMHEBIIIEMY HEOOCKJIOHY.
HaBepxy, Ha KapHHM3e KpBIIIM, CBEPKAIA OTHU MEHBIIMX pa3MepoB. [Ipu 3TOM sIpkOM OCBEleHUH
He3aueM ObLIO 3aKUTraTh OPOH30BBIE JIAMITBI HA POCKOIIIHO YOpaHHBIX [IBeTamMu cTosax. CepeOpsiHbie
Yalir, AparouceHHbIC COCYIbl U U3AIIHBIC 6}110113 6LI)II/I YBUTHI AYIIUCTBIMU TUPJIAHOAMU U3 pPO3 U
(puanok. Tpucra poCKOIIHBIX BEHKOB IpeIHA3HAYAINCH )1 yBEHUaHU s upylomux. Jlenectku po3 u
HApIIMCCOB YCEUBAIH TIOJI, & KOJIOHHBI MCUE3aJTH T0J1 3eJIeHbI0 TUTIONTA U akaHTa. ['ocTu Obln pazme-
IIEHBI 110 MeCTaM BechbMa ObICTpO Osarogapsi MPOBOPCTBY M JIOBKOCTH TJIABHBIX PA0OB M MX TTOMOIII-
HUKOB. VI3 cajga pasgayiach HexHas 10KHO-MCIIAHCKAsh MEJIOAMSI, M B TO e BpeMsi paObl U paObIHU
HavyaJy pa3nBaTh U3 STPYCCKUX KPYKEK B MATOBbIE KyOKH 30JI0TOE BE3yBHAHCKOE BHHO.

Ha noyerHom mMecrte, BO I71aBe JIEBOTO OT aTpHyMa CTOJIA, BOccelaia UMIepaTpuiia-Marh.

CripaBa ot Hee Haxonwics Adpanuit Bypp, cineBa — xo3saun qoma Pasuii CiieBUH.

Bo raBe Broporo crona cujen umrneparop Meskay OKTaBuen u cynpyrou xo3suHa qoma. O0bra-
HOT0, TIONEPEYHOr0 COSAUHUTENIBHOTO CTOMA, Ha STOT pa3 He ObLIO.

Tak kak OOHU JIMIIb BHEITHHUE CTOPOHBI CTOJIOB YCTABJICHBI 6BI)II/I CKaMbAMU, BHYTPCHHUEC KE,
10 PUMCKOMY 00bIYaI0, OCTABAIUCH HE3aHSTHIMU, TO DJ1aBuii 1 KeHa ero MeTeia He UMeJu COCeiei.
Psiy1 rocreii ¢ onHOIM CTOPOHBI 3aKaHUMBAJICS ByppoM, ¢ Apyroi — Cyrpyroi umreparopa.

Cocenom OxraBuu Obu1 cTouk Tpazea [19T; Bo3iie Hero cujesna oratas erunTsHKA M0 UMEHU
Snuxapuc; notom AnHerr CeHeka, a cjieBa OT Hero COpPOKaJIETHS JKeHa OTHOTO U3 CEHATOPOB.

C camoro Havasa o6efia, Korjua nogaif JIyKpUHCKUE YCTPHILIBI M a3MaTCKUEe MOPCKUE TIONbITaHbI,
[Tt BcTynmu B Gecesly ¢ MOJIONON UMIIepaTpuIiei.

OkTaBus o6paTI/mac1) K HEMY C IMYCTbIM, BEXKJIMBBIM BOIIPOCOM O HEOABHHUX UI'PAX B LUPKE,
MMpuBEAIINX BECH Pum B JIMXOPaJA0OYHOC BOJIHCHHUE, TaK KaK JO CUX IIOp €II€ HE BBIACHUIIOCH, KTO
nooeaun: Pyneryp mm Turennmmna win dnaBa Anuniera. [Is pelieHust 3TOro MUPOBOTO BOIPOCa
Ha3HaueH ObLJT KOMUTET, TJI€ BBICIYIIMBAIUCH CBUICTENN, TOYHO JIEJIO IIIJI0 00 YTOJIOBHOM TpOIIecce.
[Noka Bce maHchl ObLIIM Ha CTOPOHE AHHUIIETA, U 9TO TeM OoJiee CepAnIO CTOPOHHUKOB Ture/vHa, 4ro
Amnwutier 6611 MOpckuM oduriepoM. Hezamonro nepen STuM oH KOMaH10BaJT (pyioToM 1pr Mu3eHCKOM
MBICE U TIO 0COOOMY CITyYalo MPOXUBAJ Terepb B PumMe, 171e HeMeUIeHHO Havasl OCTIaprBaTh BCEMU
[pU3HAHHOE IIEPBEHCTBO arpureHTIa. ..
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Tpazea a1 yneioHyscs Ha Boripoc OKTaBUM, TOYHO HE Bepsi B UCKPEHHOCTD €€ JII0OOTBITCTBA
Y OTBEYaJI TAKMM € TOHOM, KaKMM CKa3aJl Obl: «/la, moBenMTeIbHUIIA, TIOTOa MTPEBOCXOAHAS».

OkTaBusl paccessHHO KMBHYJIA U 3aJlaJla BTOPOM BOITPOC; MOCJIe HECKOJIBKUX YKJIOHEHUN pas-
TOBOP KOCHYJICSI HEMICTOIIIIMOTO TIpeIMeTa: UMIepatopa ABrycTa U ero U3yMHUTENIbHBIX ACSHUI s
pa3BUTHSI MUPOBOI UMIIEPUM.

B pasrosope 3tom npunsuin yyactrie Hepon u cocenxa Tpaszea — erunrsanka Dnuxapuc. Haxe
caM roCyJapCTBeHHBIN cOBeTHUK AHHell CeHeka CKOpO MpepBal IMyCcTyio OOJITOBHIO CBOEH COCEeKU
cJieBa, YTOOBI TIPH CITy4Yae BCTaBJSATh METKHE SMUTPAMMBbI U 3aMeYaHHUSI.

CepbesHoe HampapyieHHe Oecefibl 3acTaBuiio HepoHa modtu 3a0bIThCS M BOOOpPA3UTh cedsl B
pabouem KaOMHETe JBOPLIA, I B TEUSHHUE MOCIeTHUX Hees b (praocod HempepbiBHO TOJIKOBAT EMY
O TOM, 4TO )XH3Hb COCTOHT B OTPEUEHUH, 00y3/1aHUU CTPACTEN U MCTIOJTHEHUH JIONTa.

[Tpu 5TOM BOCIOMHMHAHWY, CPEH MPa3IHUYHO-BECEIOro 00IIecTBa, Ha MOJIOAOTO UMITEpaTopa
BHE3AITHO HAMaJo TOCKJIMBOE OIyIIeHHe Oe3rpaHNYHOMN MTyCTOTHI.

B camom [nene, mopasuTenbHbIE MPOTHBOPEUMs, OTKPBIBIIMECS €ro I7a3am, JOJKHBI ObLIH
B3BOJIHOBATh XYyJ0KECTBEHHO-OT3bIBUMBYIO Ayl1y HepoHna.

3mech, HA BEpXHEM KOHIIE CTOJIA, MPOU3HOCHIM YyTh JIM HE LieJible TIOy4YeHUs] U3 00NacTH
cympauHoi CToid, a TaM JaJibllie pa3IaBaIich IYTKU U CMEX, MOJ00HO 5Ky pUYaHbIO OONTIMBOIO KJII0Ya
B THOYPCKUX cajiax.

KpacuBble 10HOIIM TIpeaypeAuTeIbHO CKIIOHSUTMCh K CBOMM IBETYIIMM COCEIKaM, U MEXKIY
STUMH MOJIOBIMHU, BECEJIBIMH MAapOYKaMU HEBUIMMO TOUMJI CBOU CTPEJIbl KPhUIATHIN OOXKOK.

[Noxuiible TOCTH 0KUBJIEHHO TOJIKOBAJIM O TPOIIIOM, PacCKa3bIBaIM 3a0aBHbIC MTU3O0MbI U3 UX
cayx0bl B Curppiny wim Masoit A3um, ocymiand KyOoK 3a KyOKOM M, Kak Obl B U3BMHEHHE ceoe,
LMTUPOBAJIM CJIOBA IPevYecKoil 3acTosibHOM necHu: «Nyn chre methyskein...»

A BOT cuauT BIIOONICHHBIH, BEYHO peBHYIOIMN OTO, OyKBAILHO OECIIPECTaHHO TOTJISIBIBAIO-
WA Ha CBOIO 04apoBaTesbHYyI0 xkeHy [onmeto Caduny!

Oma ObL1a I0OBOJIBHO JAJIEKO OT HEro, 3a CTOJIOM MMIIEPATPHILIbI-MaTEePH, M PSIIOM C Hel CHIe
onacHeiii TuresuH! [Nonmest CabuHa OblTa ISHCTBUTEILHO OYapOBaTeIbHA C €€ TOMHBIMU IJ1a3aMU U
MUJION MaHEPOU CKJIOHSTh HAOOK YBEHYaHHYIO LIBETaMH TOJIOBKY. B oOmaganu eto OTo 10KeH ObLT
HAWTH MOJTHOE CYACThe, U PEBHOCTb €r0 OOBSICHSIACH IMEHHO 3THUM CYACTEM: UYeM JIOPOKE COKPO-
BUIIIE, TeM OoJbIIe 3200Ta O €r0 COXPAHHOCTH.

Codonnii TUreJIMH TOJBKO YTO CIENIANT KAKOe-TO, JOIKHO ObITh, OYeHb ITPUATHOE 3aMeUaHue,
notomy uto [onmest, GpocuB M3-10A PECHMIT B3IJIsA]] JIyKaBOTO caThpa, Mocjie MTHOBEHHOTO Koseba-
HUS1 OOHAXWJIA CBOU JKeMUY)KHbIe 3yOKH U pa3pasmiiach TaKUM 3ayIIEBHBIM CMEXOM, UTO Yy ee 00y-
peBaemoro onacenusiMu cynpyra Canbeusi OTo Besi KpOBb OpOCHIIach B FOJIOBY.

Ho cux mop Hepon nonypaccestHHO CMOTpeJT Ha CMEIOIIYIOCs] KPacaBHILy; TETeph ke B30p ero
OCTAQHOBWJICSI HA HeW ¢ OOJIBIIUM BHUMAHHUEM.

Uepes nBaanarh JieT LIBETYIINA poTHK 3Tor camoid [Tonmen Cabunbl OyneT oOpamiieH oTBpa-
TUTEJILHBIMU MOPIIMHAMH, JTy4e3apHbIe I71a3a MOKPACHEIOT, PO30BbIE MIEYKU UCCOXHYT. .. JIuio ee
CTaHeT MOXOKUM Ha JIMIO oOsbiceBIero ¢gpuaocoda — copeTHuka CeHekH. . .

Ho Ttorpa ona no mpaBy ckaker ceOe: «f Hacnaaunack BceM, YTO MHE Jajia 3Ta Mpexosiast
ku3Hb! §1 BRINMIIA Yally 10 JHa, Mpesk/ie yeM Oe3kaaocTHas cynp0a BhIpBasia ee U3 Moux pyk! 51 He
3HaJIa CTPaJlaHUil U3-3a TOTO, UTO Ha3bIBAaeTCs ujaeen !»

Mpicin umInepartopa, Kasanaoch, HalUIM ceOe TaMHCTBEHHBI OTrojiocok B nyie [lommen.
Hocene Bcenieno npenaBasiiasics odassauio TuresumHa, oHa BAPYT B3MIsiHY A Ha Kinaaus Hepona u
BCTPETHUJIA €T0 MeYaIbHO-33yMUHUBbINA B30P.

SIpkas Kpacka BCIIBIXHYJIA Ha ee JIMIIe; TOJIoBa, Iies, Jaxe IJIeYd MOKPBUIUCh PYMSIHIIEM, a
MIPY MBICITH, 4TO HEepoH J0JKeH 9TO 3aMeTUTh, OHA TMPHIIUIA B HEOTIMCYEMOe CMYIIIEHUE, N3yMUBIIIEe
TurennmHa, KOTOPBIN HIETHYJT:

— T'ocnioxka, uto ciyunsnocs? Wi npekpacHas [omnrmest Hesnoposa?
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Omna OpICTpO OBJIazeIa COOOM.

— BeuHslil cMex OpocuIICsl MHE B TOJIOBY, — IIYTJMBO OTBEYasia OHa.

— O, g noHumaro ynpek, — Bo3pasui TuremmH. — Ho Buguis Jiu, Onaropoanas [omnmest, most
JOJKHOCTh CTAHOBUTCS TAKOW CEPhE3HOM, TOPKECTBEHHOM Y BO3BBIIIIEHHOM, UTO MO BpeMEeHaM 51 J101-
KeH J1IaBaTh BOJII0 MOMM MopbiBaM. CMex criesniajicst HbIHYe PeAKOCThIO B oOuxoze y uesapsi. Eciu ato
erte MpOoUTUTCS, TO 1 Oy/y MOIJIONIeH Oe3THOM MEeTaHXOJIUH WU JKe IPUMKHY K CTOMKAM.

— DTO 3ByUYUT KpaiiHE CMELIHO.

— Tet nymaems? Ho s roBopio npaBay. S mpumeuaio cBoe JayXoBHOe oKocTeHeHue. [Toatomy
sl ¥ TIOJTb3YIOCh BCSIKOM BO3MOKHOCTBIO M CITy4aeM, Kak HallpuMep CerofiHsi, 4ToObl IIOMOYb TaKOM
IIPEJIECTHOM SMUKYypeaHke, Kak [lonmes, B IpyMeHeHU Ha TPAKTUKE €€ KUTEHCKOU MYyAPOCTH.

— 41 snmukypeanka? Bripodem, noxainyi. .. [Touemy Ob1 MHe He ObITh €10? Pa3Be ku3Hb Hallla He
nocrarouyHo MumostietHa? Ctout jim iedanutbest? CTouT Ju elnie crymarth ee Mmpak ? Kak xaib nie3aps,
kotoporo CeHeka BTsIHYJ B 3Ty nycTeiHIO! HepoH tak monon u co3gan 11 cyactbs! [TocMoTpu Ha
ero rryookue yepHble ria3a!l OHu 00KeCTBEHHBI !

— Kakoe Boonyresienue! Eciu Obl T lymMaia 000 MHE XOTb HAIIOJIOBUHY Tak OJ1aroCKJIOHHO,
KJISTHYCh 3€BCOM, 51 COBCEM 00e3ymerT Obl OT CUaCThsI U OakeHcTBa !

— He nputBopsiica! — orBeuana [Normest. — Tel, 0Ommii moOUMel, B OMHOM 3TOM KaBenyMe
HACUYMTHIBAIONIVN T1eJTbIe I0KUHBI TPUATHBIX BocrioMUHAaHWH! Thl, UM 3aMaHUYMBbIC PUKTIOYCHUS
M3BECTHBI axke B aanekor Mcnanvu u Jlysuranuu... Ho octaBum 3TOT omnacHslil npeamer! Jlyurie
noclie gyl JpyXecKOMy COBETY, — IOTOMY UTO s TeOe Ipyr, HECMOTPsI HA Ha 4To. ..

— Becbma 00s13an! U ThI coBeTyeIb MHe?..

— OcHOBaTebHO MPOTUBOIEHCTBOBATH BIUAHII0O CeHeKH 1 ero (hpunocodcKoi OeCCMBICTHIIBL.

— Ho kax xe caenarb 3107

— CmemHo! Y6eau nmMrieparopa, 4To MOXHO OBITh BEJIMKHM IIpaBHUTEJIEM, 3aMeuaTesbHbIM
MBICTIUTEJIEM U OJIarofieTesieM CBOEro Hapoyia, OCTaBasiCh B TO XKe BPEMSsI PacCyAUTETbHBIM YeJIOBEKOM !
CMOTpH, BOT OMSTH YEPTHI €r0 MOAEPrUBAIOTCS JHIMKOH Mevaiy, KOTOPYIO s 3aMevalo yKe He BIep-
Bole. [IpaBo, ecn Obl MeHs1 He yAepKUBaIM OObIYaM U TITyIIble OOIIECTBEHHbIE TIPYIINYMS, 1 BCTaja
Obl 0€3 BCAKHUX OKOJIIMYHOCTEH, TOJIOKMIIA Obl eMy PYKH Ha TUIeYH, U. .. H... yTelmsa Obl ero.

— a? A 4grto cka3ana Obl Thl emy?

— Le3aps, ckazana Ol s, oTdero 60Ut TBOE cepmiie? OTuero Th He cMeelbest? OTuero Haxmy-
puBaerib 1067 OristHUCh BOKPYT ceOs1! Thl OKpyKeH MOJIOIOCTHIO, BECETOCThIo U KpacoToil! Hacrna-
JKJIaficsl BMECTE C HAMU TeéM, YTO HaM MPUHOCUT KpbutaThiil yac! Bynp yenoBekom cpenu moneit! Bot
YTO 5 CKa3ajia Obl eMy, BKPaJIUMBO U UICKPEHHO, U, BHUMasi MHE, ObITh MOKET, OH COOOpa3uiI Obl, YTO
BE/IyIyI0 K BEUHOMY MPaKy JAOPOry pa3yMHee yChIIaTh PO3aMH, YeM CIIyIIaTh I-TyOOKOMBICIICHHBIE
Pa3MBIIIEHUSI CBOETO MUHHUCTPA U TIPU 3TOM YYJHOU MY3bIKE CUJIETh C BUJIOM OCYKAEHHOTO.

TuresymMH ycMexHyJICS.

— 9710 ObLIa OBI ICHCTBUTENILHO TeHUATbHAST BBIXOJIKA, IOCTOMHAS Haliel rpesectHou [Tommen!
Tak mpe3pu ke 0011ecTBO U ero rirynbie Toaku! CTymnaii ¥ nomnsItaics!

— Ho nerye ckazatb, yeM crenatb. Thl HE IPUHUMAaEIIb B pacyeT rHeBa Moero myxa. OTo pac-
s ObI MeHsI 3a 3T0. .. BooOiie mporiry Teds, 301m0toil CooHUiA, He CKJIOHSIH KO MHE TaK yCepIHO
TBOIO yMaITleHHYI0 OnaroBoHusivu Toj1oBy! S Brky, Canbuii OTO ke Opocri Ha MEHsI CBOU B3IJISI]T
Oaneapckoro Oowna... Tel Beab moHumaes? B3misn, paBHOCUIIBbHBINA OaieapcKOMy CBHHIIOBOMY
mapy! Ve Ha 1HsX, B joMe [1130, OH Halles, 4To ThI CJIMIIIKOM TITyOOKO 3aryisiAbIBaelilb MHE B IJ1a3a.
A BeJib THI 3HACIIIb, 51 IO3BOJIMIIA TeOe OBITh TOJTBKO MOUM OpaToOM U IPYyTOM. . .

TureuMH HaXMypUJICS.

— 1 mo3adbu1, — HACMENLIMBO OTBeYasl OH. — [IpocTH 32 MUHYTHYIO 3a0BIBUMBOCTD. ThI Oblia
TaK... OXwuBJeHa, roBopsi o Kmasmun Hepone. Mmmeparopy-dunocody, kotoporo Tede Xodercs
oOpaTuTh Ha MyTb MCTHUHBI, Thl, KOHEUYHO, MMO3BOIMIIA OBl OOJbIIE, YeM HUYTOKHOMY arpu-TeHTILY.
910 51 mpekpacHo noHumai! Kaxaomy 1o yuHy u JOCTOMHCTBY !
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— Uro takoe? Yto gaet Tede mpaBo Ha 3TH 371ble 3amMmevanust? O0y31aii CBOU S3bIK, OeCCThIHbIN
yesioBek ! XOTs Bce MPHUBBIKJIM MHOTOE TIPOIIATh TeOe, HO Helb3s ke MpoIaTh Bee!

U cHoBa yctpemuB Ha HepoHa MomycThIITIMBBIN B30p, OHA B3JOXHY/Ia M MEUTATENIbHO, KaK Obl
rOBOPsI caMa ¢ COOOM, MPOIoIIKaa:

— Bor paznuna Mexay yMcTOTON U UCTIOPYEHHOCTHIO. Lle3aph rOBOpMII CO MHOM BCEro JIUIIb
TPY WM YEThIPE pa3a B JKM3HU: HO OY/Ib OH B JIECATh pa3 OJMKe KO MHE, YeM TOT yKacHbli TuresumH,
BCE-TaKH 51 yBepeHa, HUKOI/1a OH He MPHUHSLI Obl TAKOrO HaxaabHOro ToHa. OH yBakaeT, OH 4yBCTBYeET,
oH noHumaeT. OH Oor TaM, rje Bbl BCe TOJIBKO OpeHHBIE, POKIESHHBIE U3 MTpaxa JIIoau !

Mexny TeM HepoH ¢ KaxJ0il MUHYTOI CTAaHOBWIICSI Bce MomJainueee U MpayHee. OH yxke He
CcITyIas Bo3BelieHHYI0 Oeceny Okrauu ¢ Tpasea [Istom. B yimax ero rrymeny Juiib BOJTHBI 3BYKOB
0e3 cMbICTIa ¥ 3HAYCHU S, TITyXUX U JAJIEKHX, CJIOBHO JOHOCHUBIIIUXCS U3 OECKOHEUHOTO MTPOCTPAHCTBA.
Mpliciu ero onsTh NePeHeCUCh K TOMY JIHIO, KOI/Ia OH MOMMJIOBAJ OTITyIIeHHHKa Aptemunopa. OH
CHOBA BUJIEJI 0YapOBATENILHYIO IEBYILIKY C YyAHBIMH O€JIOKYPBIMU BOJIOCAMH M CUSTIOIIMMU TOTyObIMU
rmaszamu. OH CITBIIIAT ee CeplIevHbIN rojioc, MOJMBIIMKA O cocTpaganuu. Jla, 3To ObUla OHA, eIuH-
CTBEHHAs1, HECPAaBHEHHASI.

Ona ynana Ha KOJIeHH Tiepe]] UMIepaTOPCKUMHU HOCHITKAMH, TIPOCTUPasi CBOM OEJIOCHEKHBIE
PYKH, — OH BHJEN BCE 3TO, KaK Ha KapTuHe! BApyr mpekpacHblil 00pa3 ucye3 U ero 3aMeHu elle
npekpacHermui. .. O! 1ot yac UCTUHHOTO cyacTbsi! OH CTOSUT B MajIaTKe EeruIeTcKoro KyJecHuKa
PsIoM ¢ AKT?3, ¥ TOT e TOJIOC 3BydaJl elnie IIyoxe 1 0OBOPOKUTEIIbHEE B €r0 TPETIETaBIIEM CTPACTHIO
cepire.

AxT3! HeBpipazumo modumas AKT?! 3adeM Thl MicUe3Jia Tak ke, KaK MOSIBIIIACh, TOJ0OHO OJTHO-
JHEBHOMY BECEHHEMY LIBETKY MJI MUMOJIETHOMY JIBIXaHUIO 3(pUpa, yMYaBIIEMYCsl, €1Ba KOCHYBIIHChH
MbUIAIONIETo J1O6a?

Crpanno! B 310 MrHoBeH#e emy Nokasajioch, YTO HAaKOHEI[ OH HallleJl pa3rajiky: oHa Oeskasa oT
HEro, OT JTIOOBU K HEMY, a He K KoMy-HHOy/Ib ipyromy. OHa NoHsiIa ero 000kaHue 1 XoTesa n30exKarhb
MPE/ICTOSIBIIIEN HEMUHYEMOM CTPAITHOW OOPBOBI.

OH B3IJISHYJT HAa TOP/IENIMBYIO ATPUTITIMHY.

Ja, Heymonmasi MaTh oCyauia Obl ero JIOOBb!

OrnyieHHUI1a, ObIBIAS PAOBIHSA!

Ona eniBa mo3Bosmia Obl €My cleslaTh ee TOJIbKO CBOEH BO3JIOOJICHHOM, a JKeHOW — HUKOT/IA.
KoneuHo, AKT? He MoIJIa 3HaTh, Ha YTO OH AEP3HY/I Obl pay Hee; OHa He TOI03peBasa, YTo OH He
OCTaHOBWJICSI Obl HU TIEpe/l KaKoW JKepPTBOM, HU Mepe KaKMM Pa3pblBOM, TOJIBKO YTOOBI 3aBOEBAThH
ee i ceOs1. Besymuas! 3auem ckpbliach OHa ¢ 3TUM 3arafodabiM «[Ipoiaiite Bce!» OnqHa CTpOKa;
OJIHO OTKPOBEHHOE CJIOBO — U BCE MOIJIO OBl €I1le YCTPOUTHCS.

OH mymait u aymai, TIOKa UM BHOBb He OBJIaiesii comHeHusl. Haza-psHuH-mbicutens Huko-
UM yTBEPXKIAJ, 4TO OErcTBO AKT? JUIsl HETO COBEPIEHHO HEOOBSICHUMO. [lake OH He MOT MOHSTh
3Ty JEBYIIKY, KOTOPYIO OH OJHAKO 3HAJ YK€ JIaBHO.

3arajika Tak ¥ OCTaBajiach 3araJKou 1jisi nedayibHoro uMreparopa. OH co3HaBas TOJIBKO OJIHO:
YTO PaBHOMYIIEH KO BCEMY MHpPY, B KOTOPOM JIJIsl HETO CYIIECTBOBAJIO TOJBKO OIHO CYACTIMBOE U
BMecTe ¢ TeM ropecTHoe BocriomuHanue. Kakas rpyctHas, 6e3ytenrHast yyacts! Byab AKT? ero xeHoit
BMECTO KEHIIIUHBI, COBEPIIIEHHO ero He TIOHUMABIIIel U P BCEH CBOEH cepeuHOr JoOpOTe 0CKOpO-
JISIBITIE €ro 3aBeTHEHIIe YyBCTBA, Kak OJ1aroqaTHoO pacipesio Obl O0KECTBEHHOE CO3/IaHKe €Tro Iap-
crBoBanus1! CuacTthe 1 1000Bb ObLIN Obl €ro BJOXHOBEHHBIMH PYKOBOJMTEIISIMHU B TOM, YTO OH COBEP-
111471 Tenepb C TAKMM TPYJOM U YCHIIUSIMU, ABWKAMBIH JIAIIb XOJIOAHBIM yYEHUEM CBOETO COBETHHUKA
1 (paHTacTMUeCKMMU Hamekamu Hukoauma.

Ha, on modequn 61! OH caenasncs Obl OecCMEPTHBIM TBOPIIOM CJIABHOM pbl CBOOOBI U Opart-
crBa mopei! Hazapsiackoe HeOo ¢ ero KpOTKO-ICHBIM MPUMHUPEHHEM BeJlb ObLIIO AEHCTBUTETBHOCTHIO
B IJ1a3ax OeJIOKypoil AKT3!

Hepon cxan pykoii 100.
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OH, niepBbIii MEeX Iy pUMJISIHAMH, TTOBEJIUTENb OOIIMPHOTO, MOT'YYero rocyapcTsa, MpocThpa-
IolIerocs Ot cTonnoB I'epkyseca 10 otaaneHHo MecornotaMuu, 060KaeMblil CBOMM HapozoM, 6orar-
CTBAMHM MTPEBOCXOASIINIA 1aps JIuauu, MOIoI0M, MOMHBINA OYPHBIX )KU3HEHHBIX CHJI B CTPEMIICHUH K
BCeMy A00poMy, OJ1aropomrHOMY U MPEKPACHOMY — KaKuM OeTHbIM M OAMHOKKUM OBbUI OH Ha CBOEM
JIy4e3apHOM mpecTosie!

BHesarHo HacTyNUBIIAS TUIIMHA 3aCTABHUJIA €r0 OYHYTHCS.

Becenblil 1yM, HaNOJIHABILIMI YKpAIIEHHBIN [IBETAMU KaBeJIyM, MTHOBEHHO 3aMOJIK.

®nasuii CuieBHH, BBICOKO MOAHSB MPaBOM PYKOH YBUTBHIN po3amMu KyOOK, IPOBO3IJIACKI TOCT
3a BCeoO0kKaeMoro, aprycreiiero, cuacimBoro Hepona.

JloBKuM 060pOTOM BIUIETSI B 3TOT TOCT OKTAaBUIO M UMIIEPATPHILy-MaTh, OH CHOBA OOpaTHJICS
WCKJTIOUMTESIHHO K BBICOKOW 0co0Oe MMmIieparopa, MpHu3bIBasi BCEBO3MOXHBIE OJaroroBeHusi OOroB
Ha €ro JIOporyio, Jiyde3apHylo, I0HOIIECKYIO I1aBy. Bypsi BOCTOpXKEHHBIX KJIMKOB IMOC/IENOBaNA 32
MAacCTepPCKOU peublo, B KOTOPOH 0COOEHHO SIPKO BBIPE3aJIOCh TO MECTO, TJie opaTtop rpousHec: «HepoH,
OkTaBus, a 32 HUIMHU OIaropogHasi MaTh, BOCITUTABINAs 0Opa3ell TAKUX MPEBOCXOAHBIX KAUECTB.

[Mpusepxeniam CrieBuHa, BpaxIeOHBIM UMITEpaTpULIe-MaTePH, 3TO 32 «3a HUIMU» TIOKa3aJI0Ch
BEPXOM OpPaTOPCKOTO UCKYCCTBA. B 3THX CIOBax 4yBCTBOBAJIOCH BEChbMa MPO3pAYHOE HATIOMUHAHUE
TOCTSIM 1 BOOOI1Ie BceMy PriMy 0 HEOOXOIMMOCTH JeSITeNTIbHOW MO/IEPKKH TPOTUBHUKOB ATPUTITAHBI
1J1st ocBOOOX AeHus HepoHa OT Upe3MepHOro BIUSHUS YeCTOMOONBON M THPAHUIECKOW KEHIITUHBI.

B 10 e BpeMsi 3T0 ObLIT TIEPBBIH MOCJIE IOTOro MPOMEKYTKA SCHBIA HAMEK TI0 ajipecy ATpHIl-
MIUHBI, PUIVIANIABIIMHI €€ K JOOPOBOJIbHOMY OTPEUYEHHIO OT TOTO, YTO PUMJISIHE HAXOIWJIA HEBBIHO-
cuMbIM UroM. Tenepb ke 9TOT HaMeK MMe ellie JPYTYIo Lelb.

B nHauane ciemyiomieii Heieny B ceHaTe Ha3HAueHO ObLJIO BaKHOE MOJIMTUYECKOE COBEIaHuE.

Jleso 110 0 pa3faope ¢ COCEHUM TepMAaHCKMM IUIEMEHEM XaTTOB M JIETKO MOIJIO TIPUBECTH
K OOBSIBJICHUIO BOMHBI, HECMOTPSI HA CTAPaHUsI PUMCKOTO KOMEH/IaHTa KPerocTd MOryHTUH 10 BO3-
MOXXHOCTHU YJOBJIETBOPUTD CIIPABE/IJIUBBIM TPEOOBAHUSIM I'€PMAHIIEB.

Bce Hapesmich, UTo M3 npsAMonyIHOW peur PnaBusi uMInepaTpuiia noMMer odlee KeJlaHue
BUJIETh B CEHATe UMIIEPaTOpa OJHOTO M OCBOOOXKIEHHOTO OT €€ OEKH.

OrymuTesbHble KJIMKY cMOJKJIU. [Tpr3BaB Ha MOMOIIL Bee CBOE caMoo0iaiaHue, ArpUuniHa
NpuHyauiIa ceOst YIBIOHYThCS, B TO BpeMs Kak I71a3a ee MeTasu TUlaMsl CTpairHoi HeHaBucTH. Kak-
OBl U3 TOCTEN BBUTHII B KEPTBY OOTram 1o HECKOJIBKO Kareslb apOMaTHOTO BHHA, TIOCJIE Yero ¢ HOBOM
CWJION pa3JayIiCh BO3IJIACHL:

— Ja 3npaBctByert 1ie3aph! [la 3mpaBCcTByeT BCeOOOKaeMblid, CUACTIUBBIN !

MenieHHo BcTaB, Hepon Moya Garofapui rocteid IBMKeHUEM PYKH; HICKPEHHOCTh STUX MPO-
SIBJICHUI TPOHYJIA €r0 JI0 CJIe3, ¥ OH He MOT OBJIaIeTh CBOMM BosiHeHHeM. Ho ci1e3bl ero Oblii BEI3BaHbI
YeM-TO MHBIM, HEM3MEPUMO JaJIeKUM OT HIYMHOTO MpPa3JHUKA: TO ObLJIO BOCHOMHHAHUE O CBETIIOM
oOpa3se 1BETYINEH JeBYIIKH, TOPSUIO JTIOOUMON U MOTEPSTHHOW HABEKH.

I'nasa VIII

[Tup xonumics. ['octu BO r1aBe ¢ MeTesuioid, COpoBOXAABIIEN UMIIEPATOPCKYIO YETy, Harpa-
BUJIMChH B MAPK Yepe3 IUPOKO PACKPHIThIE BHYTPEHHHE MOKOM.

Ha mpocropHoii miomanke, Kak pa3 1Mo3ajy J0Ma ropesii OecurC/IeHHble KaHIe 0Pl Mo
KpacHOBAThIMU cTeKJIaMu. [lasbliie, BBEpX IO XOJIMY, B BOJIIIEOHOM MOIYCBETE MEpIATH aJlied Ipo-
MaJTHBIX JIepeBbeB, 0OCAKEHHBIE JIABPAMU, AHEMOHAMU U aKaHTOM.

locty pazpenuiuich Ha OXUBJIEHHBIE TPYNIIbI, TPUBETCTBYS ellle He MPUMEUYEHHbIX JIpy3ei u
TIOJICTaBJIsIsl PA3TOPEBINUECS JIUIA TIPUATHOMY BETEPKY, IPHHOCHBILIEMY C IIBETOYHBIX KJTyMO BOJIHBI
Onaroyxanuii. Bcem ObUIO TIPUSATHO OCBOOOXKIEHHE OT 00SJEHHOTO IIepeMOHHANIa, U BCSIKUI CITSIIIUIT
OTIOXHYTh ¥ COOPAThCS C HOBBIMU CUJIAMHU JJTsI HACJIAK/ICHHS] TEM, UTO ellie ObLJIO BIIepe/iu.
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[pekpacHas cynpyra Oto, [lonmess CabuHa, onepirch poCKOIIHON PYKOW Ha IUIEUO CBOEH
KOMITAaHbOHKHY, (PMHUKHMAHKHU Xa3/1pbl, MEJICHHBIMHU IIaraMy HalIPaBHJIACh K MApKY.

— Yk nopa ObUI0 HareMy aM(pUTPUOHY OTIYCTUTh HAC, — ITyOOKO BABIXasl MPOXJIAIHBIA BO3-
OyX, cka3asia oHa. — Kakas uyynHas HOub!

— UypnHasi, Kak CHOBUJIEeHHe! — MpollienTaia crpacTHas Xa3apa.

— Yro ¢ Tobou, muts? Thl HpoxuIb?

— 4 Buzena ero. ..

— Koro? TBoero nperopuaniia?

— Moero 6oxectBeHHOro ®apakca! Iloka MbI cuesH 3a CTOJIOM, OH JIBa pa3a IpoIIes Mo KaBe-
OUYMY.

[Tonmes 3acmesnace.

— Heyxenu sxe 310 mpaBa? — ¢ U3yMJICHUEM CIIPOCUJIa OHAa. — Mosl XOpOIIIeHbKash KyKOJIKa,
MaJleHbKas1, TMOKasi (PMHUKHMAHKA IeWCTBUTENIBLHO BIIOOMIACh B comara? U eme B Takoro komnocca?
Knsaycs Dpocom, s npeanonarana B Tede JIydmmii BKyc, Xaszapa!

— A 4, rocrioka, KIsHych TeOe MenpkapTom, 60roMm MOUX OTIIOB, YTO HUKAKOW CMEPTHBIN HEe
MOXET CPaBHUThHCS B OIAaropojCcTBe ¢ ouapoBatebHbIM Papakcom.

— To1 BIOOIEHA ¥ IOTOMY O€3yMHO ObLIO Obl OCyskaaTh TBoero ®Papaxca. U s Takke BroiHe
yBepeHa, UTo ThI BhIIILIA Obl 32 HETO 3aMyK, Oy[b OH XOTh pad nim nanad. Ecim yx To cede 3a0eperb
YTO-HUOYIb B TOJIOBY. ..

— Ha, rocrioxka, 310 Tak. 51 6e3paccynHoe co3aHue, U MeHsI U3yMJISIET TO, UTO ThI e11ie TePITUIIb
MeHsI, HECMOTPS1 Ha MOM OIIMOKH ¥ TJIyTIOCTH.

— 4 JocTaToYHO 30pKO CMOTPIO, YTOOBI MajieHbKas BapBapKa UCTIOATHUINKA HE Tiepenierosia
MeHs1, BOOOIIIe ke MHEe HPAaBUTCS TBOSI OypHasl HaTypa, MpH CiIydae MPHUKPHIBAIIIASACS 000JIOUKON
KpPOTOCTU U 0Opoayms. f Bedb 3HAI0, YTO THI JIOOUIIL MEHS U YTO B HyKJIE s MOIJIa ObI CMEJIo
TMOJIOKUTHCS Ha TeOsI.

— Mos Xu3Hb MPUHAJICKUT Tebe! — BOCKJIMKHY/Ia Xa3pa.

— bnarogapio. Ho ckaxu, uMmeenib JM Thl JOKa3aTelbCTBA B3aUMHOCTH OOXKECTBEHHOTO
dapaxca?

— Ha, rocrioxa. HegaBHo, Korza s CityyailHO BCTPETHIIACh C HUM. . .

— OH nocmoTpe Ha TeOs1, Kak Opurtaner] Ha Karnurommid. 9to 51 yxe 3Ha0. Ho mo-moemy storo
MaJIo.

— [To-moemy, Takxke. CeromHsi, OMHaKO, OH Opocas Ha MEHs TAaKUe B3OPHI. ..

— Kak o kpaiineii mepe Tpu OputaHia! — 3acmestiach [ommest.

— Haxe Oomnpine Toro. OH Beses OIHOMY M3 CJIYT MepeiaTh MHE TOJIOCKY Marupyca. . .

— Hep3kwuii!

— HWcrunnas moOoBb Bcerma cMena, — Bo3paswia (pMHMKHMAHKA. — Bot, OmaropomgHeimas
[Nonmest, MpoYTH U CKaKM MHE TBOE OTKPOBEHHOE MHEHME !

[Nonmes B3si71a 3aMMCKy M P MEPIAIOIIEM CUSHIM CBETHIIbHUKA pa3o0pasia cieayoiiee:

«®apakc, MpeTopuaHell, ¢ rTyOOYaiIluM yBaXKeHHEM ITPUBETCTBYET (PMHUKUAHKY Xa3[py.

Haperoch, uto uHukuanka Xaszgpa OyaeT OJNarockJioHHa K TIPETOpPHUAHIy WMITepa-
TPUIIBI-MAaTEPH, TaK KaK OH BCE-TAaKW OKa3bIBAeT €Ml OOJIbIINYI0 YeCTh. Mbl, IPETOPHUAHIIBI, HE TO YTO
MIPOCTHIE COJIIATHI, CTOSATIIME B HApOOHEeH3uICcKOM [amu umm B A3uu. Mbl ocoOble M30paHHUKH, Kak
9TO YTBEpiKAaeT U HauaJbHUK Haill, Adpanuii Bypp. [Toatomy, eciu s periaiock, 0, ouapoBaTeIbHasI
Xazzpa, TOBOpHUTH Tebe 0 MOel JII0OBH, TO 3TO HE TO, UYTO UCKATEILCTBO IMPOCTOTO CONATA, 4 COBCEM
Ha000poT. A Teds oueHb oo, [1aTh pa3 Buzen s Te0s. Thl MuIa, Kak po3a, U MHE 9TOrO JOBOJIBHO.
OOBsBIIAIO e11le, YTO, TOBOPsI 6e3 6aXBaIbCTBA, s B OOJBIION MUJIOCTH Y UMIIEPATPULIbI ATPUTIITAHBL.
[To3zaBuepa cBeTselilasi HAMEKHY/Ia MHE, UTO €CJIM 51 OyIy Tak MPOAOJIKaTh, TO MHE HeE JIONTO MPH-
JETCs KaTh JI0 TIOBBIIICHHUS B LICHTYPUOHBI. A LIEHTYPHUOH Be/lb YK€ TIOUTH YTO BOSHHBIN TPUOYH. 51
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XOTeJI CerOJHS BHIPA3UTh TeOe MOU JTI0OOBb U yBakKeHUE, YTOOBI CIIPOCUTD TeOsI, HPABIIIOCh JI s Te0e.
Ceparie IeByIeK 4acto ObIBaeT Tak MpUXOTarBO. OTBeTh MHE Mockopee. $1 moomo Teds ropsvo u
TMOCBUIAI0 TIPUBET B PAJOCTHON HATEKIE».

— Hy uTo THI cKaskels? — npoinentana Xasapa.

— OH nenaet Tebe MpeyIokeHne, — PaBHOMYIITHO oTBevasia [lormest.

— Tel mymaenib, ero HaMepeHusT YeCTHbI?

— Hecomuenno. Ecnu TwI 3TOTO Xemaenib, Tebe CTOUT TOJBKO cKas3aTh qa. Ho Bce-Taku s mona-
raio, 4To XOopolleHbKas Xasapa, noapyra [lormen, pa3MBICTHUT, IPEkK/Ie YeM BBIIIET 3aMYX 32 TAKOTO
edes.

— Huuyts! — Bckpuuana (pHUKMaHKa, Npsiya 3anucky. — Jlydmie cerogus, yem 3asrpa!l Ilie-
Oeii! UTo MHE /10 ero MpOUCXOXKICHH S, KOTJIa OH caM BOJIHYeT Moe cepjtie?

[epBOOBITHAS MBITIKOCTH JEBYIIKK TPOHYJIA XOJOAHYIO HaTypy [lornmen.

— MeurartenbHas Typoyka! — HACMENUIMBO cKa3aJia OHa.

— Kakas g ectb, Takas 51 1 ecTh, — Bo3pasuia Xaszapa. — U 1 He moHUMaro, Kak MOKeT TOBOPHUTD
tak [Tormed, cama 3HaKoMas ¢ Jo0oBb0. KoHEeYHO. ..

— Hy, xonuait xe!

— $1 6010Ch, THI CEpAUIIBCS HA MEHS. . .

— Moria Jii THI KOTIa-HUOYAb YIIPEKHYTh MeHs B MeJlIodyHOoCcTH ? T'oBOpH!

— Xopomo. { xoTtena cka3arhb, 4To s, Xa3apa, MOHUMA JTI000Bb nHave, yeM [lormes CabuHa.
To1 mo6uis TBOEro cyrpyra OTo, HO Tl TakXke ciyiaenib modesHocty Turemumna, Kas u Jlonus,
Tura u Tauus... Bot 310, cBemieimas [lonres, 1 MeHs1 ObUTO ObI HEBO3MOXHO; 51 MOTY JIOOUTD
TOJIKO OJJHOTO, & JIPyTue ISl MeHsI He CYIECTBYIOT.

— ThbI MOXeIIIb TIOOUTH TOJIBKO OJHOTO, — IJTyX0 Tporrentaia [Tommes. — Xa3apa, IuTs, KJISHYCh
Ooramu, g He 3HAI0, XaJIETh JIM MHE TeOA WM 3aBUIOBaTh TeOe. S He 000 HUKOro, HUKOIro, JaXe
1ie3apst, KOTOpPOro X094y MOKOPHTb. . .

— Kak nonumars TBOU ciioBa?

— ThI JOMKHA y3HATH BCE, TaK KaK Thl MOXKEITb MHE TIOHATOOMTHLCS PaHbIIIe, YeM Thl OXKHUIACITb.
Buuiib, Xa3apa, BO MHE KHMBET TOJIBKO OJIHO JKeJIaHUe: IIepBeHCTBOBaTh. CHavasa Ha i JKeHIIIMHAMI.
41 xouy OBITH IPEKpacHENINEeH MeX1y HUMH U BO30YXAaTh OOIILYIO 3aBUCTh. DTOTO 5 YKe JOCTHUIIIA.
Becy Pum y moux Hor. §1 He npeHeOperalo HUKAKUMU CTapaHUsSIMU JIJI1 TOTO, YTOOBI COXPAHUTh U
elre BO3BBICUTH JAPOBAHHYIO MHE MPUPOIOUN KPacoTy. ..

— D710 5 3Haw. Thl yrnorpedselib IparoreHHble TPUTHPAHKS, MACKU U3 TeCTa, MOJIOYHbIC
BaHHBI... U 5 3Ha10 Takke, 4TO THI MpeKpacHeHmas u3 npekpacHbix. OHa TOJIBKO WMIIEpaTpHIia
OkxraBws, OBITH MOXET, MOIJIA OBl TIOCTIOPUTH C TOOOM, ecii Obl HEe ee BeuHas OJIeHOCTh, CAepKaH-
HOCTh Y MOJTYQJIUBOCTb.

— OkraBus! He npousnocu storo umenu! 3Haelb J Thl, HoueMy s Bbiiuia 3a Canbeust Oto?
N3 mo6Bu? O, mnaseHueckas nmpoctora! f paccunteiBana NpuOIM3UTHCS Yepe3 Hero K ero Ipyry-
MMIIepaToOpy M OBJIAJIETh €ro CepIieM, OTOIBUHYB Ha 3aJHWI TUlaH OneqHblid pu3pak OKTaBUU. ..
Tumme! Bot uner Coonnii Turennnn ¢ AueppoHueit. 3aBTpa Thl y3Haelb Oosbliie. MHe Hezauem
MPEUCHIBATh CTPOKAiiliee MOTYaHUE MOEN YMHOM Xaz[pe.

OHM OBEPHYIH K JIOMY, MEKIY TeM Kak arpureHTell ¢ ArieppoHrel IPOIILIH B TAPK B CTOPOHE
OT HHX.

— Ckaxenib JId Thl HAKOHEIl B YeM jieJio? — HeTepresMBO crhpaiivBaia ¢ppeiyivHa ummepa-
Tputpl-Matepu. — Uro? Unru ¢ Todoi B BsA30ByIo ayuieio? Hu 3a kakue cokposuima Jlunun! Arpun-
MUHA U TO OyJeT YIUBIATHCA. . .

— ArpurinuHa 3aHsTa ropstaeit Oeceoit ¢ CeHeKoM, a yk KOro OH 3aXBaTU/I B CBOM (hrIocod-
CKHE KOI'TH. ..
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— ®wmtocodckre KOrTy Jydie Korreit xumnuka. Tol kopinyH, Codonuid. S Tebe HI Ha BoJIOC
He tosepsiio. [Ipu3Haiics, YTo yAUBUTEIbHAS TaiHA, KOTOPYIO THI XOTEJ COOOUIUTH MHE, ObLIa MYCTHIM
npesorom!

— Boicymaii u cyou cama! lannac, TBoit npexHuii [lannac. ..

— Moii [Nannac? Coetyio Tebe MpUIPSITATh TAKUE BBIPAKEHUS AJ1s1 TeX, KOMY OHU MOTYT Hpa-
BUTHCS; Hanipumep At [lonmen CaOuHsI. . .

— Ara! Tbl peBHYyelIb. ..

— 4? Ja paszpaszur IOnurep cBou rpoMoBble CTpesibl Hajl TBOEH mycTol rosoBoit! S peBHyto?
Vk He K Tebe M, BCECBEeTHOMY TJIyMIly, OeraiomeMy 3a Kaxaon Okoi? [Ijist MeHs Thl TaKOW ke
yypOaH, kKak Makk B areyulanckux urpax! Hy, tak uto xe stor Ilannac, 1o KOTOpOro MHe Tak ke
MaJIo JieJia, Kak teoe. ..

— a? Kpacnokynpoit Aniepponuu Het fena jao Iammaca? O, ol HeBuHHOCTB! Kak Oyaro Best
Utanus, co Bcemu ee OCTpoBaMMU, HE 3HAET O Balllel TaliHOW MOMOJIBKe !

— 3t0 GeccoBectHast 10kb! K10 310 roBoprT? HazoBu MHe cruieTHUKa, YTOOBI 51 MOIJIA TIpU-
BJIEUb €ro K cyay!

— Ho Beap ThI He Gyneib onpoBeprars. ..

— HazoBu mHe Herozsisi! — SpOCTHO MOBTOpSiJIA OHA.

—3TO OH caM...

— Kak oH cam? — mpepBajia OHa ero B BOJHEHHWH, HE 3ameuas, 4YT0 0e3 BCAKUX JIMJAUNACKUX
COKPOBHIII Y’K€ BOIILIA 32 XUTPBHIM arpUreHTIIEM B TEMHYIO aJUIEI0.

— OH cam, — npogomkay TureuMH, HEOXKUIAHHO C HEMPEOIOIMMON CUJION TIPUBJIEKAas ee K
ce0e, — OH caM XOTs ellle He UCTIBITAN, KaK IeIyI0T IyObl pbDKel MaHTephl, HO TBOM MPEBOCXOTHbIN
apyr TuremmuH xkenayn Obl HAKOHEI[ JIMYHO C/IeNaTh STOT OMBIT... He compoTuBisiics, mpekpacHoe
outsa! Benp 51 3Ha10, 4TO ALIEpPOHUS CMEPTEJIHHO BTIOOJIEHA B MEHS.

— Boiinem o kpaiiHeil Mepe B KyCTbl, — TOKOPHO CKa3asa OHa. — Tak BOT CMBICJI TBOUX peyei!
A ucropus nipo [Tamnaca. ..

— Bputa Toneko npengiorom, — npomenTai Turenmmn. — [Tovinem u He mrymu! Emme onux norie-
ny#, Most Toiyoka. Bot Tak, mpenectHo! Ckaxu Ternepb, YTO Thl XOUelllb ObITh CYACTIIMBOW CO MHOM
XOTs1 OBl OJIH OJIaKEeHHBIN, MUMOJIETHBIN IeHb. | OBOpH ke, ouapoBaTesibHas mantepa! 5 moommo teds
6e3rpaHuvHO !

— Hla, — nmpomenTaia AueppoHus.

— Kakoe cuactbe maenb Thl MHE! — BOCTOPXKEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI ar pUT€HTell.

[MpunonHsaB 06eMMH pyKaMu ee TbLIABIIYI0 TOJIOBY, OH cpasy Mociie OaHaJbHBIX HEKHOCTEH
OIBITHOTO COOJTA3HUTEJNISI BAPYT MOTYYMJI TOJTHOBECHEHINYI0 M3 MOUIEYMH, KOrJa-Tu00 JOCTaBaB-
IIAXCS HA JIOMIO 3TOTO HaXaJIbHOTO BOJIOKHTHI.

B 1O e MrHoBeHHE BBIPBABIIMCh OT HEro, AIEppOHHS C MPOBOPCTBOM XOpbKa OpPOCHIIACH
OexaTb B OCBEIIEHHYIO YacTh MapKa.

— ManeHnbkas Oectusi! — ycMexHyJics arpureHrel]. — Takoi ke MOHATHBIN MUMUYIECKHUN SI3BbIK,
ObITH MOXeET, n30aBui Obl OemHylo Jlykpenuio ot camoyoOuiictBa. OTBpatutensHo! S He momyuan
TAKOM 3aTPELIMHBI C TEX CAMBIX TOP KaK BblIes U3 mKoibl. Ho Bce paBHO. {1 eit nam cedst 3Hath! Kak
pa3 Ternepb OHa MEHSI M MAHMT, a ee TOLeNYH, Jake €CJIM U PUHYKICHHbIE, BCE-TAKH YIUBUTEIBHO
MOXO/IMJIM HA UCKPEHHME. . .

HameBasi rpedeckyio 3aCTONBHYIO TIECHIO, OH MEAJIEHHO TOCIIEIOBA 32 CBOEW YAMBUTEILHOM
cobeceHUIIeH.

Me:xny TeM AueppoHHs PUCOEAVHUIACH K NIEPBOM MONABIIEHCS €l rpyIIie, IEHTPOM KOTO-
po¥i ObUT HAYAJIBHUK MU3ercKoro ¢uiota AHuIET. Pa3ropop, ecTecTBEHHO, el O CIIOPHOM CKauke
Mesxay Pynbrypom TuresuimHa v MpeBOCXOAHON YMCTOKPOBHOM KOOBUIOW MOpSIKA.
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«AHMLIET, — X0TeNa ObUI0 BCKpHUaTh pa3bsipeHHast ALIEppOHUs, — s 1aja OoraM BeJIMKHA 00eT,
€CJIM OHHU pellaT Criop B MOJb3y TBoeW mpekpacHor ®naswi!» Ho crioBa 3amepnu Ha ee ry0ax, oHa
MIPOM3HECIIA TOJILKO MMsI AHMIIETA W, KOT/Ia OH BOIPOCUTENILHO B3IJISIHYJT HA Hee, MPpUOaBIiia THXO:

— Pa3Be cynpu yxe BbIHECIU IPUTOBOP?

Bce ynpiOHynHMCh, Aake OTHYIIEHHUK APTEMHIOP, CKPOMHO CTOSIBIIMA TYT k€ PSIOM C
padom Muxom. BHe3ariHoe BMeIaTeIbCTBO PhIKEBOIOCON UCTIAaHKH ICHCTBUTEIIHHO BBIILIO OYSHb
HEJIOBKO; BCEM OBLIO MOHSITHO, YTO MPOU3HOCS ITU CJIOBA, OHA XOTeJa CKa3aTh YTO-TO COBEPIIEHHO
apyroe.

CriopHoe coctszanvie mexay Pynerypom Turennmaa u ®naBoit AHMIIETa OBUIO U3BECTHO BO
BCEX MOAPOOHOCTSIX MOCIeAHEMY pady CEMUXOIMHOIO TOpPOJia U BCE C TAKUM JIMXOPAJAOUHBIM HeTep-
MIEHUEeM OXKHJIAJIM PElIeHHs 3HATOKOB, YTO ObICTporazasi ALEpPpOHUs TOTYAC CMEKHYJA CBOM IMPO-
Max. Borpoc ee nomkeH ObUT OBITh MPUHAT WM 32 HEJOCTATOK TaKTa, WM Ke MPHCYTCTBYIOIIUE
BBIBEJIM KOBapHbIE 3aK/IIOUEHNS U3 €€ BUAMMOIO 3aMellaTe/IbCTBa.

Ho HukTO He 3Haz, YTO e TaK BHE3AITHO HAITyTaJIo €e. ..

CrpaHHOe, 3araJoqyHoe BUICHUE MTPOOYIIIIO YKac B ceplie OOBIKHOBEHHO CTOJIb CMEJIOW TaH-
TEpHI.

AHHUIIET CTOSIJI, TPUCTIOHMBIIKCH K cTarye [Tomonbl. Korga AnieppoHus MpoU3HECHa ero ums,
el MOYyUJIOCh, YTO IJIa3a €ro 3aKpbIThl, KAK Y MEPTBOIO, U3 TYCTHIX BOJIOC CTPYUTCS 3eJIeHOBaTasi
BOJA, a IIMPOKHUIA HOC M TIOMYOTKPBITHIA POT Kak Obl 3aCThUIM B MpeacMepTHoU cynopore. [TomoHa
e, BEJIMUECTBEHHO BO3BBIIIABLIASCS 1103314 HETO, PUHSIA YePThl JTULA ATPUIIITUHBIL.

AueppoHMs TOCHENIHO OTCTYIWIIA; YepPe3 MTHOBEHHUE CTPAIHOE BUJEHHUE WCUE3JI0, OCTAaBUB
WKW yKac B Ceple AEBYIIKH, TOTYAC jKe PEIIMBIIECs 0OpaTUThCS 3a UCTOIKOBAHUEM M COBETOM
K €TUITSAHKE DNUXapUC, N3BECTHOU CBOUM MCKYCCTBOM BO BCEBO3MOXKHBIX MTPEACKA3AHUSX.

— 51 He BIKY B 9TOM HHUETO IypPHOT0, — YJIBIOHYIach Dnuxapuc. — B TeueHnu roga, Tl ¢ TBOEH
[IAPCTBEHHOW TIOBEJIUTEIBHUIICH ATPHUITIIMHON COBEPIIHIITL OCOOSHHO OJIecTsIee MOPCKOe MyTelle-
CTBHUE, B KOTOPOM HavaJbHUK (priota AHuier Oyzet urparth poib [locelinona, oxpaHsiomiero u 6ma-
TOTOJTYYHO MPUBOJISAIIETO Bac B TaBaHb. BHITh MOXET, Bac 3aCTUTHET Oyps1, HO ThI BE/Ib BUJETIa cama,
YTO SIPOCTDb ee OblJIa BCe-TaKKM HE B CHJIaX CBEprHyTh ropayto IloMoHy, ummepaTpuiry-Marh, OCBeXa-
IOLIYIO BCEX HAC CBOMMM IUIOIaMHU.

— bnaropmapio Te0s1! — BexJMBO ckazana AnieppoHus. — Ho Bce-Taku TailHOE CMYIIeHUE He
COBCEM IMOKUHYJIO MEHS. DTOT CTPAILIHBIA AHULIET. ..

— YenoBek B BbICIIEH cTerieHr 00pa30BaHHbIN, — IpepBaia ee dnuxapuc. — Kro 3naer, Auep-
POHMSI, YeM ObLIO BBI3BaHO TBOE BUjieHHe? JII0OOBb MOPOKAAET MHOTA CTPaHHbIE IPU3PAKH.

— JIio60BB?

— Hy na! Ceituac nuta peys o ero ropsiueit, CrpacTHOM JIIOOBH K TeOe, a HbIHYE Belb MYKIMHBI
HAYMHAIOT JTIOOUTh, TOIBKO KOTJa OHU JOCTATOYHO YBEPEHBI BO B3AMMHOCTH.

— INomorure mue, 6oru Jlartmyma! 41, s... Her, 310 Hecnpixanno! Bot nonanack mexay Crui-
noit u Xapuopont! 3neck TurenmH, Tam Anuiet! OauH — JISTKOMBICTIEHHBIN BJIOBELI, APYTo — KeHa-
ThI yesnoBek! OMH Aep30K, KaKk HUIIMKA BO3JIe LIUPKa, IPYroi — MPOHBIPJIUB U XUTEP, C IIUPOKUM
Kak y a¢uona HocoM! Tak 3T0-TO BaIlia 3HaTh, Ballle HECpaBHEHHOE puMcKoe oomiectBo? Hy, rpaso,
s TIPEAINIOYMTAI0 CoJljlaTa U3 MpeTopuaHckor reapauu! Hampumep, BOT 3TOro, 4ro pasroBapuBaeT
Ternepb ¢ MPOTUBHOW Xa3Apoil. ..

— Heyxenmu?.. — ynbpIOHYBIINCH, CIIPOCHJIA ETUIITSIHKA,

— A mouemy Obl Het? Bo BCSIKOM cilydyae, OH HArllOJIOBUHY MEHBIIE M30JITANICS, YeM JII000N
3HATHBIY PUMJISIHUH U, KOHEUHO, B ThICAUY pa3 MHTEPECHEE 3TOr0 MOCeJHEro!

— PasBe TbI 3Haems ero?

— Ma, y3nana ciyyaitvo. Ero 30ByT ®apakc, 1 OH SIBHBIN JTIOOMMET] UMIICPATPHIIBL.

— OkrtaBuun?

— Yo 3a B310p! ['0BOpst 06 uMMeparpuiie, 51 BCeraa moapasyMmeBaio OqHy ATpUIITIVHY.
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ToHkast upoHUYecKas yJIbiOKa mpodexkana mo rydoam mnuxapuc.

I'pomMKue 3ByKH pOroB, K KOTOPBIM MTPUCOETUHIUIICS BECEIbIi CUIIMTMAHCKUH TUISICOBOW MOTUB,
npepBaj ux oeceny.

— Iloiinem Ha HamM Mecrta! — cka3asia erMITsHKA.

B conpoBoxaenun mpuOIM3MBIIErocsi K Hel rocyJapcTBEHHOTO COBETHMKA, OHA HATIPABHUJIACH
K OBQJIHOM, YCBHIIIAHHOM IIECKOM apeHe.

[MupiecTBo B epricTuiie ObUIO HE 0COOSHHO MPOIOKUTENBHO. Tak Ha3bIBaeMblii KOHBUBUYM,
KOMMHUCCAIIIO, — BECEJIOe IPOAOIKEHUE €r0, COMPOBOXKIAEMOE OKMBIICHHON Oece0i, TOMKHO ObLIO
MIPOMCXOMUTB 3/1eCh, B O0JIee HETTPUHYKAEHHOMW, HO 3aTO M3bICKaHHewHen popme. ClieBUH MTpUKa3a
BO3/IBUTHYTb T10/I CBOMM 3HAMEHUTHIM CTOJIETHUM KJIEHOM 0cOOYI0 TpUOYHY, C TIepHJ1 KOTOPO CBe-
IMBAJIMCDH TOTyOble MHAUKCKIE KOBPHI C 30JI0TBIMH IITHYPaMHU ¥ KUCTSIMHU.

HampaBo 1 HajileBO OT 3TOW POCKOIIHOM JIOKH, TIOTOOHON UMITEPATOPCKOM JIOKE B IIUPKE, TTpa-
BWJIbHBIMU TIOJ[YKPYTaMH IIUTA OOUTHIE MATKUMU TIOMYIIKAMU CEAAMIIA JIsI OCTAIBHBIX 3pUTEIIEH.
BHe 3T0¥, MOUTH 3aMKHYTOM, KPyIJIOW IUIOIIAIKM, HEJAJIEKO OT CpPeAHEel ajuleu caja, AJisd TeX U3
rocTei, KOTopble MPEANOYNTAIN OpPOAUTH N0 OJIArOyXaBIIMM BECHOHM JAOPOXKKaM TapKa M 3ariisiIbl-
BaTh Ha apeHy JIMIIIb BO BPeMsI UCIIOTHEHHUSI OCOOEHHO BEJIMKOJIETTHBIX HOMEPOB, ObLIIA PACCTABJICHBI
KpacuBble OpPOH30BbIE CTYJIbsI C SIPKO-KPACHBIMHU KOKaHBIMH TOIYIIKAMU, MOTYKPYIJIble IUBAHbI U
MSTKHE COBI.

[Nepen KaxapIM MECTOM, Ha JIPparolieHHOM MOHOIIOAMYME C TOACTaBKOW M3 CIIOHOBOW KOCTH,
CTOSIJTM YalllX C 30JI0TBIMUA OOO/IKaMH, CBEKHE BEHKH, TI0 KOP3MHOYKE C MUIICHTHHCKUM TEUYeHbEM U
10 APOKOBOM IUJIETEHKE, MOJIHOM MOHUICKUX (PUT M KAMITAHCKOTO MUH/IAJIA.

Pabbl B 1IBETHBIX Ofekax O€33BYYHO CKOJIB3WIIM MEXKAY TOCTEH, HAIOMHsSS UX KYOKU M C
YCITYKJIMBOW TIOCTIEIITHOCTBIO TPeayNpesxaast ux Maeunme xeiaanus. [To o6e cTopoHsl nMIiepaTop-
CKOH TpUOYHBI TIOUETHBIM KapayJIOM BBICTPOMJICS] OTPsI TPETOPUAHIIEB U B urciie nux Papakc, ymMHOe
JIMIIO KOTOPOT'O BBITOJHO BBIACIISUIOCH CPE/IU 3ayPsAHBIX (PU3UMOHOMUN ero Toapuineil. OcTajibHble
rBapAeiIlbl CKPOMHO U, MO-BUIUMOMY, O€3 BCSIKOM 3aHEl MBICIM Pa3MECTUIIUCh I/e TONao, WK
elle OCTaBaJIMCh B OOIIMPHOM TPUKJIMHUYME, Tie Musmx, riaBHbii pad ®nasus CreBuHa, yroman
MX HOMEHTUHCKMM BUHOM.

CrycTsi mATh-1IECTh MUHYT M3 MaJAaTKU BOJIM3M MOCTHMKYMa Ha apeHy BBIILIA MpeKpacHast
apcductka Xnopuc u, 3By4HO yAApuB IO CTPyHaM, 3arena rpedeckuii ruMH. [octu cnymanu ee He
CJIMIIIKOM BHUMATEJIbHO; TOJIBKO HeOOJIbIIasl YacTh UX YCIeNa 3aHATh CBOM MECTa, M MEXIy HUMH,
KOHEYHO, OBUTM UMIIepaTpuiia-Math U cepbe3Has OKTaBusl.

Ho 1 onm kazamuch paccestHHBIMEA. Mosiofasi UMIiepaTpuiia BOIPOCUTEIBHO CMOTpesia Ha CBO-
€ro CyIpyra; OH CTOsIJI C ar PUTEHTIIEM JIAJIEKO B CTOPOHE, IIPUCIIOHUBIIIUCH K CTBOJTY TMHUM M HE BbIKA-
3bIBAJT HU MAJICHIIIErO KeJIaHW s 3aHATh MPIJIMUECTBOBABIIIEE €My MECTO ME3K/1y MAaTEPhIO M CYTIPYTOi.

Bennas OkraBus Tenepb MPUMETHIIA, YTO B ociieiHre qHU HepoH kazascs 6onee OObIKHOBEH-
HOT'O PacCTPOEHHBIM, TIEYaJIbHBIM U KakK Obl 00ypeBaeMbIM BHYTPEHHEN OOPHOOI. . .

Ecnmu Ob1 OH TOJNIBKO 3aX0OTeJT OTKPBITh CBOE Cepille ei, Tak MHOro ero Jjioousiieir! Ho oH He
JOIyCKaJl B HEW MPOsIBJICHUS] YYacTUsl K €ro Mevaiy M KOrjaa, He MoAo3peBast O ee MpPUYUHEe, OHa
0J1arouecTBO COBETOBAJIA eMy MTPUOETHYTh K OoraM, 4ejio MMITIepaTopa OMpadasioch ere Oomblie, a
Ha JIMLIE MEJIbKAJIO BBIPAKEHUE YHUUTOKAIOIIETO MPE3PEHHs] I MPAYHON HEHABUCTH.

Heyxemn on peiictButenbHO Bpar O6oroB? Mnm eil cykaeHO ObUIO BBI3BIBATH €0 HEYIO-
BOJIbCTBUE KaXKIBIM CBOUM CJIOBOM, XOTsI Obl IIPOM3HECEHHBIM C CaMbIMU OJIAarIMU HAMEPEHUSIMU?
Heyxenn oHa Obla TsKEIbIM OpeMeHeM, MPersTCTBOBABIIMM I0HOMY MOIITHOMY OpIy B3JIETETh B
SICHYIO BBICh JOBOJIbCTBA U c4acThsi? Cie3bl HAaBEpHY/IUCh HA ee I1a3a. 3aHsATasi CBOMMHU MBICTISIMH,
OHa HEe BUJIEJNA, YTO BCE elle CMepTesIbHO OnieHasi ArpurnyHa cujena, MoATepIy ToJIoBy PYKOH U
THx0 1esess ryoamu. Toct ®naus CrieBuHa, MOJOOHO pa3bspeHHOMY CKOPITUOHY, SI3BHUI €€ YeCTO-
moOuBOe cepilie, U, CMEpPTENIbHO OCKOpOJIeHHAs, OHA yXe M3MBIIILIsIa oTMIleHue. Ee o BpemeHam
YIBIOABIIUICS POT M TPEMETHO Pa3ayBaBIIKECs] HO3/IPU YKe BHIPAKATH OTBPATUTENIBHOE TOPKECTBO.
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Ho xorpa k He#t nopotien Bypp, o 31oii 6ecrmonoOGHOI akTpUck! pocusiio. HauansHUK mpeTopu-
aHIIEB HE JJOJDKEH JIOTaJIbIBaThCsl O TIOIJIONIABIINX €€ MBICIISIX.

— Tet npaB, Bypp, — MWIOCTHBO cKa3aja OHa. — DTa JeBylIKa — OOMbIION TanaHt. S Obuia
COBEPIIIEHHO yBJIeYeHa MOTOKOM ee MeJionud. .. Ho BOT oHa yke koH4ma!

Kpyrom pa3znanuck pykoruieckanusi; apucTka BeXJIMBO MOKJIOHUIIACh, HO HE YIILIA B TAJIaTKYy.

Tenepp momaaka ObuIa TOJHA 3PUTENIEH; TONBKO YEJIOBEK COPOK elle TYJISIM B OAMHOYKY U
rapamu 1o ajuiesiM, Wim, Oecetysi, CUIeIN B OTIAJICHUH OT OOIIEro Kpyra.

K stum nocneanum npunagiexan u OTo, HE:XXHO, HO PEBHUBO CKMMABILUI PYKHU CBOEH KEHBI
[Nonmen ¥ ynpekaBIMii ee B Ype3MEPHON ONAroCKJIOHHOCTU K Y€JIOBEKY C TaKOW AYypHOH ClIaBOM,
kak Cogonuit Turennvs.

— Tol 3Haemb, s qoBepsiio Tede, XOTs, OBITh MOXKET, 3T0 U 0e3yMHO, OO CepIle KeHIMHBI
M01I00HO 00JIa4Ky, TOHUMOMY I0;KHBIM BeTpoM. OHO MeHsieTCs Kakayo MUHYTy. Ho Thl, cliaguaiiiiast
[Nonmes1, ymeeIb CMOTPETh TaK KPOTKO, TaK OOBOPOKUTENIBHO, UTO sI COBEPLICHHO TEPSIIO PacCyIOK
U, BOTIPEKH OJ1aropa3yMHIo, CUMTaI0 TeOsi HEMOKOJIeOMMO BEpHOW MHE.

— Bonpeku 6nmaropa3ymuio, TOBOPHUT MO o0oxkaembiii OTo! — JTykaBO Mpou3Heca OHa, OpOCHB
Ha HEro TaKOH BOJIIIEOHBIN, JIyde3apHbIN B3IJIS/I, YTO OH €[Ba MOT YIEpPKaThCs OT CTPACTHOTO KeJla-
HUS 3aKJTIOYUTH €€ B CBOM OOBATHS.

— JlvBHas1, pOCKOIITHAsI PO3a, — C TOpsTYel JIIOOOBBIO MPOIIENTAN OH, — He 6€3pacCyaHO JIU MPo-
BOJMTH 9TOT OOKECTBEHHBIN Beuep B IITYMHOU TOJIIE, BMECTO TOrO YTOOBI HACIAXKAAThCSI CYACTHEM B
crakoi Tvimy Hatero goma? O, IMomnries, M Ha TBOW YJIBIOAIOIIHMIACS POTHK, HA TBOKIO CTPONHYIO
durypy, s Bcerna Bcriomunalo Eneny, moBciogy Bo30yXIaBInyio Oypy CTpacTei. . .

— Heynaunoe cpaBHenue! Enena Obia OTepsHHOE CO3/IaHUE. . .

— Tol mpaBa. CpaBHeHue HeygayHo. $1 momkeH ObUT ObI CKa3aTh: ThI MpeKpacHa, kak EnenHa, u
BepHa, Kak [lenenona. Ho nMeHHO mo3Tomy, toporas, s u30eraio Jaxe MaJelIiero noBojga COMHe-
BaThCs B TeOe. S He Mory epeHOCUTh, KOT/ja Thl TAK MHOTO3HAYMTEILHO CMOTPHIIIb HA TAKOTO M3BECT-
HOTO Heropssi, Kak arpureHtenl. $1 3Haio, OH JI00e3eH, YMeeT JIbCTUTh U B TO K€ BpeMsl Ka3aThCs
MIOYTHUTENIBHBIM, 2 9TO TaK HPAaBUTCsA KeHIMHaM. Henpasza Jin, u3 moOBH KO MHE, Th OOeIaelb
n30eraTh ero Bpeasb? Yk Jydllle cTapaiicsi MpOM3BECTH BIieUaTIeHre Ha uMreparopa HepoHa.

— Tel roBopuIb cepre3Ho? — cipocuiia nopaxeHHas [lpnmes.

— CogepieHHO cepbe3Ho. [locrapaiics pa3BecenuTh ero! 3acTaBb €ro MOMIOOUTH JKU3HB!
Ortrecnu ot Hero yxacHoro Cereky! Bot 310 MOxHO ObLT0 OB Ha3BaTh 3aCTYTOM!

Bcs BenbixHYB, MoJofias JKEHIIMHA MMOKavasia roJIOBOM U 3alyMYHMBO OITYCTHJIA CBOM CBETJIO-
cepble IJiasa.

— INonmes He HaBsA3BIBAETCS, — MPOroBOpHIIa OHA. — Eciin 661 MOe 0011IeCTBO HPABUIIOCH 11€3apI0
XOTh Ha TIOJIOBUHY CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO TBOE, 51 BRICOKO OIleHIIa Obl 3TO MpeumyinectBo. Ho yBuBathcs
OKOJIO HEro, Kak MOTBUIEK OKOJIO OTHSI, — HeT, foporoit OTo, AJist 3TOTO 51 CIIUIIIKOM Topa H... paB-
HOJIYIIHA. . .

— Th1 3a0bIBaelIb, YTO 51 BCEI/ia CYUTAIICS €r0 APYTOM M 3HAIO €0 C IETCTBA. . .

CepedpucTo-3ByuHbIe CTPYHBI ap(UCTKU XJIOPUC 3a3ByYalid CHOBA M Ha 3TOT pa3 K HUM TpH-
COEMHUIICS €€ MATKUI rojioc. Bee pa3roBopsl CMOJKIIH.

UynHo mesna 3Ta rpevyaHka B CBETJIO-JKEITOM Ofiek1e, MPO3BaHHAsI 30JI0TOM MOJIOIEKbI0 Prma
«POIOCCKHMM COJIOBbeM». W ¢ Kako# 01aropoaHON OCAaHKOM CTOsIIa OHa, JIepKa B IPABOM pyKe IIeK-
TPYM, a B JIEBOW MOIBSI3aHHYIO OJNEIHO-KEITBIMH JIGHTaMH JEBSATUCTPYHHYIO apdy, ¢ JKeITBIMH
pO3amMH B YEpHBIX, KaK HOYb, BOJTHUCTBIX Bojtocax! DTo Oblia (purypa roMepoBCKUX BpeMeH !

B npoTHBOIOI0KHOCTD TOPXKECTBEHHOMY, TPOMKOMY T'MMHY, OHa TeJia Tereph MeJIaHXOoInyve-
CKYIO, aJIOOHYIO TIeCHb, B 3BYKaX KOTOPOM CIIBIIIAINCH PhIIAHUsI 00 YTPAYEeHHOM CYACThe.

Menonus 3Ta por3Bea MoTpsicailee BIeyaTieH!e; NCIIOpYeHHOe, pa3BpallieHHOe 10 MO3ra
KOCTEl, 32 MUHYTY TIepejl STUM Becesio CMesiBIIeecs], IIyTHUBIIee U C yBIeYEHHEM IpeJaBaBIleecs
MOOOBHBIM MHTPHKKAM, OOIIECTBO MTHOBEHHO CMOJIKJIO.
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[IbstHBIN CEHATOP C YPOIJIUBBIM JIMIIOM (paBHA, B COOpaHMIX HA KAIUTOIMHACKOM XOJIME TPH
KaKJIOM YIOOHOM CJTydvae HAMOMHWHABIIMEI 00 YBaXXeHWH U CTpaxe K OecCMepTHBIM Ooram, a Terepb
TOJIBKO YTO IIENTaBIINK (PPUBOJIbHBIE HAMEKM CBOEH, CU/IEBIIIEN MOJJI€ HETO, YEeThIPHAALATUIIETHEN
TUIEMSTHHHULIE, BHE3AITHO 0O0OPBaJI I'PSA3HBIA pa3roBOp M CO CTOHOM OTKMHYJICS HA TIOAYIIKH, KaK OyaTO
YCIIBIXaB CTPAIIHOE TpelocTepexenre ¢ BricoT OnmmMia.

HapymsiHeHHast KOKeTKa, Ha3Ha4YaBIIasi CErOqHs yKe YeTBepTOe CBUJAHUE, TIIETHO CTapasiach
OCTaBaThCsl IIyXOM M PAaBHOMYIIHOM K MSTKOMY U B TO k€ BpeMsl 3ByYHOMY TOJIOCY, TEBIIEMY
O CaMOM 3aBETHOM U CBSIIIEHHOM YYBCTBE YEJIOBEYECKOTrO cepmiia. beccThlHbIe, MpechlllieHHbIe
IOHOIIIN, CPeIH IJIeOENCKHX reTep 1yBCTBOBABILHE ce0s ropasio 0osiee yMEeCTHO, YeM B CBOEM CeMeNi-
HOM KPYTy, HUKOT/Ia He 3aIJIsi/IbIBaBIIIE B 3211 Cy/1a, HO He TPOITYCKABIIIME HU OIHON MAHTOMHMBI, HH
OJIHOM OPTUM Y MOJIHBIX JIbBUII TIOJTYCBETa, — HEBOJIBHO CMSITUMIIM CBOU HaxXaJIbHbIN B3IJIsA U TIpEKpa-
THJIH SI3BUTENILHOE TIepelienThIBaHue, KOTOPBIM JeP3KO BCTPETHIIN MOSIBJICHUE MOJIOAOH ap(HUCTKHU.

Kopoue, ee TopxkectBo Obl10 monHbIM. C TeX MOp Kak OHA CTyMWIa Ha MouBy Mrtamuu, oHa
HUKOI/IA ellle He TeJla TaK BAOXHOBEHHO; U KOIJla 0 OKOHYaHUH ee Yapylollel IECHH OTITYIIEHHUK
ApreMuiop, 1o mpHKazaHuio ceoero rocroanHa ®napusi ClieBUHa BCTaB HA KOJICHH, TIO/IAT € 30710-
TON BEHOK, MPUCYTCTBYIOIIHE Pa3pa3uIiCh BOCTOPKEHHBIMU PYKOILIECKAHUSIMUA U TPOMKUMH BO3-
rJ1acaMu Of0OpEeHUsI.

— Crnapuaiimas Xiopuc, — MIeNHyT APpTeMHUIOpP Tak TUXO, YTO €ro CJIbIIaja JIWIIb OJHa Tpe-
JIECTHO 3apyMSTHHUBIIASICS IEBYIIIKA, — BO3bMHU U CKAXKH, UTO TeOe TOPOKE — STOT JPAroleHHbI BEHOK
WJIM MO€ CTPacTHO Oblortieecst ceptie?

— TBoe cepatie, TH Beb 3TO 3HaEIIb! — MpoIIenTaia MeBuIia.

W npuHrAMas pocKOIIHbIN Aap, OHA TUXOHBKO MOKaJia pyKy 3aTpereTaBIlero ot Boctopra Apre-
MUAOPA.

— Kakoe Hem3mepumoe cuactbe ObITh TaK JIOOMMBIM! — THXO MIPOU3HEC OH, M3SIIIIHBIM JIBHKE-
HHUEM TMOJHUMAsCh ¢ KoseH. — [Ipexae yem KOHUMTCs rof, oHa Oyger moei! A s rymalt, 4To MHe
CYXKJIEeHO yMepeTh Baaiu oT Hee! Boanu ot Hee! Dta MbIC/b OblIa yXKacHEe CaMOi CMEPTH.

— Kakoi1 kpacasell 3ToT Apremuiop! — IenHysia BOCEMHAIATUIETHSIS )KeHa CeHaTopa CBOeN
poBecHHuIIe-coceke. — JKalb, 4TO OH He CBOOOIHBIN IO POXKICHUIO!

— INouemy xe?

— Kaxercs, IOHATHO MoYeMy. . .

— UYro kacaercst MeHsl, TO ey Obl MHE TMPUIIIOCh BHIOMPATh MEKy HUM U TIPOCIIABICHHBIM
Codonmnem TuresuimHOM, KOHEUHO, 51 pernowia Ol ApTeMuIopa. ..

— B camom pene?

— bes Bcsikoro comHenusi. Tl Beb moHUMaelbs MeHsi? B kayecTBe Myska WK Jaxe MOCTOSIH-
HOTO... Apyra, TureinuH Obl1 Obl MHe nipusiTHee. Ho mpu ciiyyae, Kak MUMOJIeTHast TPUXoTh. .. U K
TOMY e, CO3HaiCsI cama, BeJlb BCSIKHUE MPeJpacCyIKu OeCCHIIbHBI TIepe]] yBIeUeHUEM. A eClu CyIpyT
¥ ToiMaJt Obl HaC, TO, B CYIIHOCTH, BeJlb EMY BCE paBHO, OJIArOPOIHBIN HAIl BO3TIOOICHHBIN WU HET.

BeccTpiiHbIE KEHIIHBI 3aCMESUTICh IIMHUYHBIM CMEXOM, MCKA3UBILIM UX KPACHBBIE, MOJIOIBIE
JMLIA.

XJIOpHUC Xe, CUACTIIMBAasi CO3HAHUEM CBOEro apTHUCTUYECKOro Tpruymda U ere Oosiee — JT00BH
ApreMuiopa, TPUXKIbI MOKJIOHWIACH Ha BCE CTOPOHBI M, OOPATUBIIKCH K OKUBJIEHHO PYKOIJIECKaB-
1Ieil el umMnepaTpulie-MaTepu, BOCKJIMKHYJIA MO-TPEYECKU:

— Jla coxpanut 3eBc MaTh oTeuecTBa! — MOC/e Yero CKphLIach B MAJIATKY, YCTYIIUB CBOE MECTO
JBYM TOPIBIM OOMIIaM-aT/IeTaM.

[Ipexnae eme uyeM pa3faiuch OMIYIIATETbHBIE 3BYKM AYXOBBIX HHCTPYMEHTOB, KOTOpBIE
JOJKHBI OBUTM CONTPOBOsKAATH 00pbOY, Hepon otoren ot Turesna. IlecHs rpeyaHku KeCTOKO pac-
TpaBWJIa paHy ero u300JeBIIeCs TyIIIH.

HerteprnienvBeiM IBUKEHHUEM PYKH OCTAHOBWJI OH ABYX CBOMX MOJOABIX Jpy3ed, HaMepeBaB-
IIAXCS CJIEI0BATh 32 HHM.
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— HeseposiTHO! — ckazan oguH apyromy. — [laxke 31ech, B MPa3qHUYHO Pa3yKpPAIIEeHHOM Caxy
®naBus CueBrHa, OH HE MOXET CTPSIXHYTb CBOI0 MpayHOCTh. KilsiHych DMOHOM, MpaBo, Topa yxke
TMIOJICTaBUTh HOTY OTBpatuTeibHoMy CeHeke. B qBaaiarh jier 06naaTh pacCyquTeIbHOCTHIO U XOJIO/-
HOCTBI0 3€HOHA — 9TO HU Ha 4TO He noxoke! Kakyio meradusnueckyio 3ajady periaer Tenepb 3ToT
MeuTaTeb, eCIU Jake Mbl, CAaMble BO3JIEPKaHHbIE U3 €r0 Jpy3el, B TAroCTh eMy?

Ha, ue3app peman MeTapU3NUECKyIo 33/1a4y U pellial ee He B TEOPUH, a Ha MPAKTHKE: 3314y
HACTOSAIIEH, ICKpEeHHEH JII0OBH, He CIIOCOOHOM JaTh OTBETa PacCy/IKy Ha BOITPOC: TIOYEMY ThI ITPHJIe-
MTWJICS BCEMU CUJIAMU Iy K JEeBYIIKE, €IBa MEJIbKHYBIIeH Mpe/l TOOOW M HABEKW MCYE3HYBIIICH,
MEX/1y TeM KakK BOKPYT TeOsi, OJI00HO OKHMIAIOIIMM CaJOBHUKA PO3aM, [IBETYT KEHIIMHBI TAKHE Ke
MpeKpacHble, a ObITh MOXKET, ¥ TipekpacHee ee? [loueMy BceMu keTaHUSIMU TBOUMU BJiajiceT ObIBIIAsT
palObiHs, B TO BpeMs Kak y TeOs ecTb nojapyra — OKTaBusi, G1aropoHble 4epThl KOTOPOW BCE CKYJIb-
nTopsl PrMa npusHaioT 00KeCTBEHHBIMHU ?

Cama apductka Xnopuc, Tak rmy0oko norpsiciiast cepate HepoHna, HecoMHEeHHO OblTa Kpacu-
Bee AKTD.

W Bce-Taku 1e3aphb OCTaBaJICsl HEUYBCTBUTENEH K ee KpacoTe. BosnmeOHble Yaphl ee UCKyCCTBa
BBI3BAJIM B HEM C YIIECATEPEHHOW CUJION OJIHO JIMIIb MYy4UTETbHO-CIIAJKOE BOCTIOMUHAHKE CO BCEMU
ero nozapooHocTsiMu. HepoH He Biagesn coboi. OH 1oiKkeH ObLT 6ekaTh OT STOro OJIeCTSIIEro 1 Orty-
[IATEJILHO-IITYMHOTO COOpaHUsl, OH JOJKEH ObLT YCMUPUTH OypIo, BeCh JICHb HEMPEPBIBHO OYyIIICBaB-
IIYIO B €ro Tpyau.

loctu, HaBepHOE, MPUMETHIIM Obl €r0 BOJTHEHHE, €r0 CJie3bl, Telnepb CBOOOTHO KATHBIIMECS
10 ero IeKaM, — a 3TOro He JOJKHO ObITh. OH — 11€3aph, OH JIOJDKEH YMETh 00y3/IbIBaTh HE TOJBKO
napsiH WK XaTTOB, HO M CBOE COOCTBEHHOE 51, CO BCEMH €ro CTPACTHBIMH, O€3YMHBIMH MOPbIBAMH.

Bertep THXO M yCIIOKOMTENBHO IEJIeCTeNl BEPXYLIKaMU JePEBbEB, CJIOBHO HareBasi KOJIbIOEb-
HYIO TIECHIO. 3/1eCb CKOPO YJIsIKETCs1 OypHasi CTpacTh, yparaHoM KuIieBiasi B ero rpynu. Ipunu, ces-
IeHHasi, MUpHast Houb! HakvHb TBOM TEeMHBIN IUIAIl HAa CTpaJaHus TBoero modumial Jlait emy crio-
KOWCTBUE, €CJIM YK CUACThe HEJOCTYITHO eMy !

I'nmaBa IX

HeszametHo aiis1 camoro ce6s Knasnuit Hepon yriryousicst B TeMHbIE ajuleu.

JlyHa B cBOEi IepBOI YeTBEPTH MATOBO-CEPEOPHUCTHIM CBETOM OOJIMBAJIA MOCHITAHHBIE TIECKOM
JOPOXKH, 0OCaKEeHHbIE 3/1eCh OOJIee MOJIOABIMU U HU3KUMHU JIEPEBbSIMHU.

Bnpyr umneparop B3aporuy:1. ITozaau 1aBpoB, MMMO KOTOPbIX OH I1I€JI, IOTPYKEHHbII B CBOU
AyMBl, YTO-TO 3aIIEBEJINIIOCH, U, KOTJa, TPUCITYIINBASACh, OH OCTAHOBHUJICS, B KyCTAPHUKAX PA3aJIiCh
YyeJIoBeYeCcKHe IIar.

Knapouii Hepon Obin 6e30pyxkeH, a y MOHapxa, 1ake camoro JIy4Illero, BCera ecTh TaiiHble
Bparu, HeHaBUJSIIME €ro [0 ITyOUHBI AyIIM U He peHeOperaioiye HUKaKUMH CPEACTBAMU IS €T0
yHIuTOXeHus1. Ho HapcTBeHHBIN I0HOIIA, B COHAHNM BCEOOIIEro K cede J0OpOKeaTeIbCTBa, a elle
6oree, ObITH MOXKET, Oarogapst BpPOXkKJEHHOMY MYKECTBY, HE OIIyTHJI HU MJICHINIETrO CMYILCHHSI.

— Croii! — KPUKHYJI OH TOHOM C/IepXKaHHOM yrpo3bl. — KTo ObI ThI HU ObLI, 51, TBOI MMIIEPATOP,
[OBeJIEBAIO TeOe BHINTHU croaa!

B kycrax 3atuxio.

— Tol copiman? — nosTopu 1e3apb. — He ynopersyii! OnHo Moe moBenieHue — U Thl OyJelib
OKPYKEH, KaK 3Bepb Ha oOase!

— Beemorymmii 1ie3apb, — mpomenTai Tpenemylui ;KkeHCKUIA ToJIoc, — He THeBaiics Ha MOIO
MeIUTEIbHOCTB ..

— Axt3! Thi! Thl! — B 6e3yMHOM BOCTOpre BOCKJIMKHYJ MMIieparop. — Trl 3nech? Bo miortu?
Kupaa?

50



3. DkureiiH, A. Pam6o. «Hepon (cOopHUK)»

CrpoiiHast purypka OCTOPOKHO BHICBOOOIMIIACH M3 KYCTAPHUKOB. B ciemyiomnuii MOMEHT OHa
yXke ObUta B OOBATHUSIX 1€3apsi, OCHINABIIEr0 CTPACTHBIMU TMOLETYSIMU ee OJTaKeHHO YIIbIOaBIIMeCs
ryObl, CIOBHO OTHOM 3TOI MHUHYTOM OH XOTeJ BO3HArPA/IUTh €€ 32 BCE MPOIILIbIE MyKH.

— AKT3! — oBTOpST OH. — BokecTBeHHas1 AKT?, HEYKeJH TO IEHCTBUTENIBHO Thl?

OH roBopmJI CIIOBHO B 3a0BITHH M HEIOBEPUUBO, KaK OYITO CUMTAsI BCE ITO OHUM JIUIIIb MUMO-
JIETHBIM CHOBHUJICHUEM.

CHayasna oHa B C/IaJIKOM MOTYJIMBOM OIIETICHEHNH OT/aBaslach €ro Jlackam, He Haxofs B ceOe
CUJIBL K COIIPOTUBJICHUIO.

Hakoser, cThIIIMBO 3ap/IEBIIINCH, OHA OTOPBAJIACH OT €r0 YCT, HO COBCEM OCBOOOIUTHCS U3 €0
0OBATHIA HE XOTesa ¥ He Mora. [Ibliaromas rososa ee CKJIOHUIIACh Ha 1690 OECKOHEYHO JTI0OMMOTo
YyeJsioBeKa, Yer o0pa3 OHa BCE ITH MECSIIbl HOCHJIA B CBOEM CepIle ¢ TAKON MyYHTETbHOW TOCKOH.

Ero *kapkue ryObl IPUJIBHYJIM K €€ BOJTHUCTBIM OEJIOKYPhIM BOJIOCAM, OTJIMBABIIMMU 30JI0TOM
1 cepeOpOM TpH CBETE JIYHBI.

Emy kazasock, 4To mocJe JoIroro OTYastHHOTO CKUTAHMSI IO ITyCThIHE HAKOHEIl OH Hallle 11Be-
TOK, OJIaroyxaHue KOTOPOro JOJKHO OBbLIIO BO3BPATUTH MY 3/I0POBbE M KHU3Hb.

Bapyr ona orcrpanuia ero.

— INoBenutenp, Tol OecuecTuib cedsi! — MoUYTH 6€3yMHO IIEMHY/Ia OHA. — 3Haelllb JIM, YTO ThI
cnenain? Tel, BlagbiKa MUApPa, TOLEIOBA paObIHIO!

— Ha, na, s nonenoBast AKT3! S Xoten Obl KPUKHYTb 3TO BCEMY CBETY C BepiiHbl Kanuronusi.
1 LT cUaCTIMB BIIEPBBIE C TEX MOP, KaK by !

— CuactiuB, — npaBja Jiu 3107 — ¢ Jiyue3apHbIM B30pOM cripocuiia oHa. — O, Kak 4yJHO 3BY-
yar 31H cioBa! Ho Bce paBuo! Ecim 910 1 cyacTbe, TO OHO MO30pHO U TpexoBHO. [1o30pHO — 16O 5
OTHYIIIEHHMIIA ¥ HelocTorHa Tebs1. ['pexoBHo — n60 y KnaBnus HepoHa ecth OnaropoHasi, BEJTMKO-
AyIHAasl CYNpyra, 4be cepiiie pa3oraoch Obl, eciiu Obl OHA Y3HaJIa O ero BEpOJIOMHON M3MeHe !

— OkraBusi! — ¢ HEBBIPA3MMOM Topeublo BOCKJIMKHYI HepoH. — $1 He BeIOMpan ee: s mpuHec
6e3paccyJHyIo KepTBY TOCyJapCTBEHHOMY OJIary  sKeJaHWsIM MOUX COBEeTHHMKOB. Ho kisiHych TeOe,
HUKOTJa He YCTYIWI Obl s UM, Jlaxke ecid Obl camMa ATPHITIIMHA, MOsI CBET/IeIasi MaTh, Ha KoOJie-
HSIX MOJIWJIa MEHsI, €M OBl TOJIBKO sI MOT yTrajiaTh, TJIe sl BCTpedy eIUHCTBEHHYI0 000KaeMyI0 MHOM
neBymiKy! AKT3, Kak ymopHO pasbicKuBas 51 Te0s1! Mowu moau oOmapuau Bech Pum! Ckomnbko pas s
JIMYHO paccrparimsai o Tede TBoero apyra Apremuaopa! Bee HarpacHo! Ckaxw, rae xe Obuia Thi?
3auem J0MyCTUIIA ThI JIIOOSIIEro TeOs YeIoBeKa MOTEPsITh BCSIKYIO HAJIEK/Ly U TYTIO OTAAThCS YUacTH,
KOTOPYIO €/IBa JI1 Tenepb BO3MOKHO M3MEHHTH?

— Lesaps, st nOBMHOBAJIACH TOJI0CY MOei coBecTH. [1pu nepBoM B3misae Ha TeOst s TOYyBCTBO-
BaJIa, YTO ThI OBJIA/IENI BCEM MOMM cepiieM u aymoi! Ho B To ke BpeMs s 3Haza, 4To 3TO Oe3ymMue:
MIPOCTOMY TIOJIEBOMY IIBETKY CTPEMUTHCS K COJHILY, CHSIOIIEMY B HeaocsiraeMoi 3(hUpHOI BBICOTE.
S momo6una Teds CTpaIHO, CHIIbHee BCAKHX CJIOB. . .

Ona cHOBa Ha MTHOBEHHUE MPUHUKJIA K €ro TUieuy.

— Tol 3Haelb, MOBEJUTENb, 1 XPUCTUAHKA, — C JOCTOMHCTBOM BBIIPSMIISISICh, MPOJOJIKANIA
oHa. — Hammma penmmrust u Bo3naraemble €10 Ha Hac 0OsI3aHHOCTH Tebe 3HaKOMBI yxke uepe3 Hukonnma
u TBoero coBeTHuKa CeHeky. Kak xpuctuanka, s1 omkHa Oblta 6exarb, 10O Mbl €KeTHEBHO IIPOCHM
locnona: «He BBeaw Hac BO UCKyIIeHWe». B iene oOpaineHus, 3ayMaHHOM MOUMU €TUHOBEPIIAMH,
Hukonum ripeaHazHaYmMiI MHE CIIMIIKOM OMACHYI0 posib. OH TOBOPHJI, YTO OpaThsi M CECTPBI JTIOOMIIH
MeHsI OOJIbIIIe, YeM JPYTUX, 32 MOe KpacHOpeUre 1 yMeHbe yoexaath Jiiosieit. U 1 joymkHa Oblia HauTH
JOCTYI K CepIIy cCOMHeBaBIerocs me3apsi. OH, ObITh MOXKET, OCTaJIcsl Obl IIYX K CEpPhe3HbIM YBeIlla-
HUSIM MYKYHMH, ¥ HAJI0 ObLIO IMPUTOTOBUTD €r0 K MPUHSTHUIO CriacuTeIbHOM Bephl. O, moBenutens! C
CaMoro HavaJia sl Co3HaBaJia BCIO JIOKHOCTb ITOTO IMyTH, ¥ BCE MPOTUBOpEUre NocTynkoB Hukonuma
C yueHueM KpoTkoro VckynuTessi, BOCHPEIIABIIEro CMEIINBATh MUPCKUE €A C JIEIOM PEJUTUH.
OxoHYaTeNbHO YOSAMBIINMCH B TBOEM OITbSIHSIONIEM, HEOTPA3MMOM OYapOBaHMH, sI TBEPAO pelinia
6exatb, XOTs1 ObI 3TO CTOMJIO MHE XU3HU. O1H ONTaKeHHBIN Yac B MaJIaTKe eTUITSIHAHA SICHO JJOKa3al
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MHe, YTO s CTOIO Ha Kpaio oruoesnu, v s1 0exalia 1ajieKo OT TBOETo TIEHUTEIbHOro oopasa, Ha ceBep,
B Danepuio, rae cuenanach CIykKaHKOH Y YECTHBIX apeHIaTOPOB.

Knaeauit Hepon 3agyMunBo cCMOTpeI Ha €e OCBEIlEHHOE JIYHOM JIULIO.

— Ho kak siBuach ThI cioia? — mocjie KOpOTKOro MOTYaHUsI CIIPOCHJT OH.

AKT> omycTuia riasa.

— [NoBenuTeb, Tl 3aCTaBIISICIIbL MEHSI CTBIIMTHCS; HO S MOTY TIPU3HATHCS M B 3TOM. YKe IeTyI0
HeJemmo kuBY 51 B Pume. OHa 3HaTHast faMa, CITydaifHO yBUAABINAsI MEHsI poe3ioM uepes Pasnepuio,
BO3bIMEJIa KO MHE CUMITATHIO, ¥ TaK KaK MHE JABHO YK€ HACKYUYHJIO OJJHOOOpa3ue MOeH KU3HH, TO 5 C
01arolapHOCTHIO PUHSIA TIPEIIOKEHE OOraTol CUIMITMAHKY CIENIaThCs ee CryTHULeH u utunei. C
Hell mpuexasna s Cloia, a 3aBTpa paHHUM yTPOM MbI oTrpaBiisieMcs B Karyio o AnmuaHckoi fopore.

— Bce 310 He 00BsiCHseT MHe Hameld Bcrpeur B napke Pnasus CreBuHa.

— Tsl He orazipiBaebesi? — 3aCTEHYMBO MpoienTaia AKT. — A 3Haio yepe3 ApreMuopa, 4to
ThI, IOBEJIUTEITb, OyzIelb cerofiHs B roctsax y ®nasus CrieBuHa. ApTeMUI0p OTBOPHI MHE KATUTKY,
BEJIyNIYIO CIO/Ia C BEPIIMHBI XOJIMa, M yXe LIeJIBI yac 1 Opoxy 1o nmapky. 51 xorena emie pa3 yBUIaTh
YepThl MOETO TOBEJIUTEIS, MPEkK/Ie YeM HaBeKH oOpeub cedst Ha Oe3yTenrHoe OJMHOYECTBO.

— Tak Apremunop 3Ha1, rae Thl? — ¢ U3yMJICHUEM CIIPOCHJT UMIIEPaTop.

— Ha, moBenmrens! S aBHO APYXKY ¢ HUM; ero rocrioauH, ®nasuii ClieBUH, IPOBEJ J1Ba JIeTa Ha
oepery Ocrtum, rae n y Hukonuma 601 oM. S 3HauIa, 4t0 ApTeMUAOp BCTPEBOKUTCS 00 MCUE3HYB-
el AKTS ropaszio 6osbliie, yeM Bee apyrue. [1oaTomy s Harmcasa emy, 4To YCTPOUJIach XOPOIIO, 1
OJIHAJK/IBI, KOT/1a TOCTIOJMH TIOcIal ero 1o ey B Kypy, oH caenan Kpiok 1 HaBecTus1 MeHs B Panepun.

— Tak BOT ero 6;1arofapHOCTb MHE 3a CIlaceHHe OT CMEPTH! — ¢ TOpeyublo BOCKJIMKHYI HepoH. —
Hecsth pa3 cipammBad 51 ero: «[me AKTa?» 1 JecsATh pa3 OH YBepsiJI MEHsI, YTO 3TO €My COBEPIIEHHO
HEU3BECTHO!

— OH NOKJISICS MHE MOJTYaTh ¥ 3HAJT O MOMX MPUYMHAX !

— OH mnyT. OH 00s13aH OBITh YECTHBIM Tepe]] CBOMM HMMIIEPATOPOM, CHACIIUM €My KH3Hb.
Koraa st mogymato, uto 51 moTepsis 6aroapst €My M ero JiKH, sl TOTOB COOCTBEHHOPYYHO 3a/1yIINUTh
ero!

Mortozioii 1ie3apb BHITPSMUJICS, €0 yCTa TPO3HO TpereTanu. Bce MyKu MocieHuX Hejenb,
nevyastb 0 pa3oMToN JIIOOBH, IPhI3YILEe TYITy HEJOBOJIbCTBO BHIMABILIEH €My y4acThlo — UIPaTh POJib
BJIACTUTEJISI TIOJ] BEYHBIM JaBJICHUEM JIIOJIeH M HPABCTBEHHBIX MPABUJ M BTallHE MOKPOBUTEIHCTBO-
BaTh PEJIUTUH, KOTOpast Teriepb, BOILIONIEHHAas B o0pa3ze Hukoauma, kazanach eMy MoYTH HEHABUCT-
HOW, — BCE 3TH YyBCTBA BOJIHOBAJIUCH, OYIIIEBATH U OOPOJIHICH B €T0 TSKeJIO B3bIMABIICCS TPY/IH.

Uro 370 3a OnmarovectuBasi OOIIMHA, OpeMs 32 OpeMeHeM HarpoMOKIaBIiasi Ha ero IJIeYd U
AenaBlIas U3 AKTS opyaue KOBapHOW UHTPUTH?

Emy HensBecTHBI ObLIM KPOTKHME, CMUPEHHbIE XpHCTHAHE, HA00KHO COOMpABIIMECS BOKPYT
CBOMX CTapIIMH, YTOOBI CTyIIATh MIPEAaHHsl O CIOBaxX U aestHusIX Criacutesisi, UCLIENSIBIIETO CIIETbIX,
yTEIaBIIIEro MevaibHbIX, OYYaBIIEro HAPOLL C TOPHI MITM MaJIbYMKOM OITPOBEPraBIIero B Xpame yue-
HBIX 3aKOHHUKOB. .. Lle3aph 3HaJI TONBKO XUTPOro (haHATHKA, MPOMOBEAOBABIIET0, Ka3ayloch, JHIIb
OJIHO — TO, UTO BCSIKKE, IAXKe CaMble HU3KHUE, CPE/ICTBA TOASITCS 17151 IOCTHKEHH S BO3BBIITIEHHOM LIEJTH.

['my6oKOo BO3MYIIIEHHBI UMIIEPATOP C PABHBIM OKECTOUSHUEM YIpeKall Tereph U ApreMuiopa
3a ero Oparckoe MOKPOBHUTENbCTBO AKTI, 1 HukoguMma 3a TO, YTO OH Tak OECCOBECTHO PHCKOBAT
MOJIOIOH IeBYIIIKOM. Pe3kuM IBMKEHNEM OTKMHYB CBOM T'yCThIE BOJIOCHI, OH COPOCHIT C TOJIOBBI PO30-
BBl BEHOK, YIAaBILIMI K €r0 HOraM Ha POCUCTYIO TpaBy, U C BHE3AITHOM HEXHOCTBIO B35J1 AKT? 3a
KpPacHBYIO, OEJIyI0 PYKY.

— INozabynem nepexuThie cTpaganus! — ckasal OH C ITyOOKMM B310XoM. — Thl MpuIILIa cioja
151 TOTO, YTOOBI e1lie pa3 yBUAATh MEHs; Thl MEH: JTIOOUIIIb, CErofiHs1, KaK U MPEek/Ie, U, KJISTHYCh BCEM
CBSIILICHHBIM, Cy/Ib0a HAKaXET MEH:I, €CIU s KOT/1a-HuOY/Ib CHOBA OTIyIIy TeOsi! Pa3Be Thl He BUIUIIIb,
AxT3, uTO Hac cBen Pok uim, no-tBoemy, [IpoBuaeHne, UMEHHO Teriepb, Mepejl CaMbiM 4YacoM pas-
JIyKH, KOTOPYIO ThI cunTasia Hem3oexHou? [ait OOHATH TeOsl, eNMHCTBEHHAsI, CIOCOOHAsI BHECTU MUP
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B MOIO 1ynry! AKT3, BEYHO oOuMasi AKT, XOUellb JIU Thl ObITh BIOJIHE MOEH, PUHAJIeKATh MHE
TesioM 1 ymmoi? Eciu Tel cornacHa, To s KJIsiHych Tebe B BepHOCTH /10 Tpoda. C To00¥ s1 Oymy KUTh
1 ¢ ToOOM ke ympy. Bozsne 1edst 1 BO3[eHy MOM pyKH K TBoemy Bory. $1 moBepio, HaCKOJILKO MOTY,
Y10 XPHUCTOC YMEp AJIsl UCKYIUICHUS YesOBEeUeCTBa. S BO3ABUTHY CUMBOJI STOM PEJIUTUM TOBCIONY,
I7Ie pyKa Lie3apsi BIaCTHA HUCTTPOBEprHyTh antapu KOmnurepa u Bcex apyrux 6oros. [Tocie meHst Mup
Oyner nmpuHaAIexaTh [anunessHuHy, Thl ke, 130paHHMIIA UMIiepaTtopa, OyJellb apuTh Hall TBOEH
MHOTOYHCIICHHOW OOIIIMHOM, TPEeKpacHasi 1 BOSHECEHHas!, KaK HM OJJHA KEHIIMHA Ha 3eMJie, HU JIO,
HHU 110cIie TeOst!

AKT3 nevyajibHO 1oKayasia rojoBOu.

— Her, noBenmrensb, — Tperneia oTBeyaia oHa, — U3 3J1a ele HUKOTIa He BhIxoauio noopa. Lep-
KOBb BCeMoryIiero bora 3mxercsi He Ha IPecTyIUIEHUSIX, HO Ha HEe3bIOJIEeMO BEPHOCTH ee TIPHBEp-
xenueB. OHa modeauT u 6e3 MeHs 1 0e3 MOIePKKU UMIIePaTopa, OXHOM JIUIIIh CUIION CBOEH UCTHUHBI.

— 310 ;M s13BIK MOOBU? [loporasi, 6okecTBeHHAst AKTS. ..

— ITogymait 06 OxTaBuu!

— 4 nymaio o Heii 6e3 mateiiiiero ykopa copectd. OKTaBUsI HE MOXET MOTEPATh TO, YeM OHa
HUKOT/1a He oOnaana. S ObL1 TBOI 321010 Tepes1 TeM, KaKk MEHsI CKJIOHUJIM K COI03Y C Hell KOBapCTBO
OKPY’KAIOIINX, BJIACTb M0-/IETCKY MTOUYMUTAEMOUN MaTepy 1 Oe3rpaHuyIHas IyCTOTa MOETrO COOCTBEHHOTO
cepana. AKT3, €CJIM Thl OIATh MOKUHEIb MeHsl, s1 yMpy. Eciu Tl moBesUIlb, MOW KYMUp, 51 CETOIHS
*e neperoopio ¢ OkTaBuei 1 moTpedyio pa3Boaa. ..

— Huxorpa!

— To1 He Xouenb ObITh MOEH niepes IMIoM Beero Mupa? Thl onacaenibest Oypu, KOTOPYIO HEMU-
HYeMO BO30Y/IUT pa3BOJl MMIIepaTopa ¢ ero cymnpyroi? Xoporo. TBost Boist 1yist MeHst 3akoH. [TycTb
JOT TIPUKOBBIBAET 11€3apsi K €ro kajkoi xu3Hu Bo aBopie! Ho kak denoBeky, Jail MHE CUacThe
TBOel ymooOBu! Jla, Tel MpaBa, oTBeprast Bce Mou 00eThl Tede, Kak xpuctuanke! 1 nomkeH ObuT Obl
BO33BaTh TOJIbKO K TBOEH JMOOBHU. §l HEe X0uy KyMUTh O0XKECTBEHHYI0 AKT? HEHOW MMIIEPaTOPCKUX
MUJIOCTEH, HO X0y TOJTyYUTh €€ CepiIe, Kak T0OpOBOJIbHBIN JAap, U3 ee COOCTBEHHBIX HEXKHBIX PYK!

lonoc ero 3Byyast Takoil Oe3MEpHOM CTPACThIO, YTO OOBATAsA ONaXkeHHBIM TPEreToM AKT
3aTpereTaga BCeM TEJIOM.

Hermnonaneky, non pa3BecHCTHIMU BETBSIMU CTAPBIX IJIATAHOB, CTOSIIa CKaMbs1, TOKPbITasi TAPEH-
TUHCKUMH KOBPaMHU.

KnaBauit Hepon nocanui psiioM ¢ codoid ¢1abo COMPOTHBIISBIIYIOCS AEBYIIKY M OCHITAT ee
CTPACTHBIMH MoLieTysiMH. Kpernko nprskaBImch K HeMy, OHa TUTaKajla HECKa3aHHO CUaCTIMBBIMU Clie-
3aMH. ..

Koraa Hacrana MuHyTa pa3inyku, AKTI CO CJIaJJOCTHBIM CMYIIIEHHEM B3IISIHYIAa HA 000KaeMoro
efo umneparopa. Ho Bo B3ope ee He ObUIO pacKasHHsI: B HEM BbIpakasiach OfiHA JIMIIb Oe3rpaHuYHAs
M0O0Bb, OECKOHEYHAS! MPETAaHHOCTb.

— Tak 61 ocTaembest? Ja? Obeniaerb? — nporienTai HepoH, cHOBa HeXKHO ¥ TOPSTY0 OOHUMAs
ee. — Akt3! Akt3! Kak MHe Onmaromaputh TeOs 3a TBOIO JTI0O0BB M 100poTy? [Ipormaii, Most BO3m00-
JIeHHasl, MOsI €JMHCTBEHHAs1 HacTosmas1, modumast cynpyra! 51 nomken cnenmrth K roctsim! Botock,
Moe TIPOJOJIKUTEILHOE OTCYTCTBHE YKe 3aMEeUYeHO BCeMU. Sl BUKY, ThI ellle HOCUIIIb MOH MepCTEHb.
[Nokaxwu ero npuBpatHuKy Turesuimna. TeGe OyaeT oka3aHO Takoe ke YBaXKeHHUE, KaK MMITepaTpuIle,
M YKaxyT TeOe JIOKe, /I Thl MOXKEIIIb CIIOKOMHO 3aCHYTh B CO3HAaHMHU HAIero, JOCTUTHYTOTO HAaKO-
Hell cuacThsl. APTEMHUIOp XK€ YBEIOMUT TBOKO TOCIIOXKY, YTOOBI OHA OTHICKaja cede OPYyryio CITyT-
HUILY. AKT pOXJIEHA He Uil TOr0, YTOOBl PUCITYKUBATh CTApEIOIIUM pOoBUHIMANKaM. [Toxanyii-
CTa, HAIMIIK YTO CJIeAYeT BOT Ha STOM JIOIIEUKe: 5 103a009yCh, YTOOBI 3aMMcKa OblIa JOCTaBJIeHA MO
ajipecy 3aBTpa paHo yTpoMm. ['ie ocraHoBWIaCh TBOSI CUIIMJTUAHKA ?

— B ome ee noapyru, erunTsIHKYA DIMUXAPUC.

— IlpurnamenHoii ceroans cropa?
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— Toii camoii. Apremuop ckazan MHe 00 3ToM. Eciii Obl He Ha3HAUEHHBIN Ha 3aBTPa OTHE3[]
MOel TOCTIOKHU, ¥ OHA ObLIa OBl 3/1eCh MEXIY TOCTSIMH.

— Tak Dnuxapuc MoxeT nepenarhb €il CerofHs ke TBOW OTKa3, — CKa3aJl UMIIEpaTop.

AKT> Hanmcasa.

— Xopomo, — ckazan Hepon, nmpsya BOCKOBYIO JOIIEYKY IOJA TYHUKY. — Temneps uau, Mos
noporasi, Mosi oboxaemasi! O, KakuM HEONMCYeMbIM OJIa)KeHCTBOM JIapuIllb Thl MeHs1! B rpyam moeit
PangocTh ObET KIIIOUOM, 51 XOTeJ1 Obl OOHSTH Bech MUp. CTymnail v MpUMHU elrie OAWH OTHEHHBIH Tolle-
JIyi, KOTOPBIN CKakeT Tebe, Kak BCEIesIO Thl BlaJeellb MOMM cepiieM!

OH mpuHMK K ee ry0aM B mocieanHuil pa3. IlomHsBIMCh, OHa HalpaBWIach K MaJIeHBKOM
KaJIMTKe TapKa, Mek1y TeM Kak HepoH, 3akMHYB 3a IUIeUO TOry, MOCHENIHI K CPeJOTOUHIO Mpa3/-
HHKa, OTKYJIa BCe TPOMUYE U sICHee JI0JIeTal A0 HEero IIyM U BeCesIblid TOBOP.

I'maBa X

Korna Knasaunit Hepon nogxoani k apeHe, TaM TOJIBKO YTO OKOHYMJIACh OOpbhOa I71aIaTopoB,
3a KOTOPOH BO30YKJEHHbIE BUHOM 3PUTEJIH CJIEJUIIN C TOPSYMM BOOYIIEBICHUEM.

OpnuH u3 0OpLIOB, paHEHbI, UCTEKas KPOBbIO, YIAJ Ha KOJIEHH, a €r0 CJIOMAHHbIA Med BaJIsIC
B CTOPOHE Ha IIECKE apEHBI.

ITo6eautesnb, BONPOCUTEIBHO OCMOTPEBILUCH KPYIOM, OCTAaHOBUJI CBOM B30p Ha MMIIEpaTOp-
CKOI JIOJKe, OKHU/Iast yCIIbIXaTh M3 YCT MMIIEpaTpHILIBI-MaTepH pellieHre CyabObl 00e30pyKEHHOTO pOo-
THBHHMKA. HecMOTpsl Ha HalenThIBaHUS pbIKEH MCIIAHKM ALEppOHMHM, ATPHITIHMHA, OyIy4u 371€Ch
TOJIKO T'OCThEW HapaBHE C APYTMMH, OTKJIOHWJIA OT ceOsl 3TO MPaBO M BEJIMYABO PABHOIYILHBIM
KECTOM yKaszajia OOpIly Ha psiibl OCTaJbHBIX 3puTeneld. V3HexeHHble IOHOMM M OeccepreyuHble
KOKETKH MOXKeJIaJIi HaCJaJUThCSl KPOBABbIM 3PEJIUILIEM JI0 KOHLIA, — M BCE OIYCTHIIM OOJIBLION naserl,
410 03Hava1o: «M30aBb PnaBus CrieBuHa ot pacxoia Ha jJedenue! He menan! Hanocu cMepresnbHBIi
yzaap!»

[Mocne MrHOBEHHOTO KoJieOaHMsl, I1aAMaTop TIIyOOKO BOH3MJI KJIIMHOK B TPYJb CBOEH KEPTBHI.
TeMHas cTpys KpOBH CO CBUCTOM M ITapoM OpbI3HYJIA BBEPX.

Toraa-To cpeay ONIyIIUTENBHBIX PYKOIJIECKAHUM MOSABWIICA Lie3apb. [IpekpacHO-BennvaBhIy,
KaK AIOJIJIOH, BOIIEN OH Ha CTYTEHHU TPUOYHBI 1 cell Mexk 1y OKTaBued 1 ArpHUITIHHOM.

— Tsl He momkHa ObUTa OBI IOIYCKaTh TOTO, — oOpaTmics K Matepu HepoH, — nim no Kpaii-
Hell Mepe Thl, OnaropopHast OkTaBus, npo3BaHHast Kportkoil. KoneuHo, Oymy4un puMIISTHKOH ¢ HOT
10 TOJIOBBI, ThI NIPUBBIYHA K YyxacaM cMepTH. Sl 310 nmoHmmalw u ycrynaiwo. Ho Tonbko cerogus...
CErofiHsl. .. MPa3AHUK ObLI TAK MPEKPAceH, TaK IMOJIOH TAPMOHUH. . . HE CJIEJJOBAJIO0 OCKBEPHSTH YOMIi-
CTBOM 3TOT CYACTJIBbIN JEHb.

— Yo6wuiictBOM? — U3yMJICHHO TOBTOpUJIa ATpUTIIIHAHA.

— Jla, yOouiicTBOM, — MOATBEPANI LIe3apb, — XOTs1 U 3aKOHHBIM, HO TEM HE MEHee OTBPaTUTEIb-
HBIM yomiicTBoM. Pa3Be Thl He 3Haelb, 4To roBopuT 00 3ToM Ceneka? [la u cam Onaroponusiii Pia-
Buil ClieBUH, IOTBOPCTBYS )KECTOKOMY TPEOOBaHUIO COBPEMEHHOTO BKYCa, IOBUHYETCS €JUHCTBEHHO
JUIb 003aHHOCTU aM(bUTPUOHA, a HE COOCTBEHHOMY 4yBCTBY. B j1yllle OH COBEpIlIEHHO corlaceH
C MOUM OECCMEPTHBIM YUUTEJIEM.

— butsel rmaguaTopos — Hacaeaue nNpeakoB, — Bo3paswia Okrasus. — Cam LunepoH, puiocod
He Xyxke CeHekH, CUMTall MX JIy4IIeH IIKOJIOW MYKCKOM oTBard. Kak MHe MOITIO PUITH B T'OJIOBY
IIPOTUBUTHCS BOJIE U OObIYAsIM PUMCKOTO Hapojaa?

— Tak mymaio u 51! — MHOrO3HauMTEIbHO MPHUCOBOKYIMJIA MMIIepaTpriia-Marh. OHa Oblia pac-
cepxkeHa. Cmenbiil Toct ®PraBus CrieBMHA, KOTOPOTO €€ ChIH Telepb OTKPBITO XBAJIUJI Kak oOpasell
STUYECKOIO HAIPABJIEHU, C yIBOCHHOU AEP30CTHIO 3a3ByYall B €€ yIlax.

— Martsp, — oOparwmiics k Heil HepoH, Mex /1y TeM Kak J1Boe paOOB BRIHOCHII yMHUpaBIIero ¢pa-
KM, — CKaxu, 9To ¢ To60i1? Thl pazgocagoBana moumu cioBamu K OktaBun? Ho st roBopus no

54



3. DkureiiH, A. Pam6o. «Hepon (cOopHUK)»

r1yOoKOoMYy yOekJeHu0. Y TeOst Tako CypOBBIN, HEJJOBOJIBHBIN BUI. .. S e Tak pajocTeH, Tak cYacT-
JIMB, TaK TOJIOH MPA3AHUYHOTO BECENbsl M XKaKIbl KU3HHU, UYTO XOTes Obl ofiepXkaTh Nmodeay 1 Haj
camoi cmepthio! Matb, 51 3Hai0, Thl OckopOneHa ToctoM PnaBusi. XOTs HCKYCHO CKpBITasi, HO BCe-
TaKM OCTpasi OTpaBa €ro CJOB ys3BWiIa TeOs. Buauins i, MaTh, MHOTHE CEHATOPBI U OOJBIITMHCTBO
PUMJISIH JKeJIaloT, YTOOBI 51 €AMHOIMYHO JIepKaJl CKATIETP PUMCKOTO umIneparopa, Ho Hepon otimyno
3HAaeT, KOMy OH 00s13aH mpecTosioM. Thl OCTaHelbCsl MPABUTENIBHUIIEH UMIIEPHH, €CIU TpaBJIeHUE
TBOE Oy/IeT KPOTKO U HE OCKOPOUTEIIHHO /151 3aKOHOB rocyaapcTBa. Thl Oyzielb yeTynaTh MHE B MeJIO-
Yax, TOJBKO B HIYTKY; BO BCEM K€ BaXXHOM TeOe MpeJoCTaBIIseTCsl HeOrpaHUYeHHasl BJacThb. S He
4ecTomoOuB, MaTb. MeHs He COONa3HSIOT JeP30CTHBIE PEUd TBOUX BPAroB.

[Ipexne yem ArpunmnuHa ycreja OTBETUTb, U3 aJUIeH, YCAKEHHOM IPOMaJHBIMU MUHUAMU U
HaXOJIMBIIEHCS KaK pa3 MO03aJu apeHbl, pa3Jasicsi OTYAsIHHbIA KpUK O nmomoiny. Bece Bckoumnu co
CBOUX MECT.

C nperopuaHuiaMu BIiepeau, FOCTH OPOCHITICH B aJUIEI0, IO KOTOPOW Me/IJIEHHO, IIATasiCh, 1IeT
®nasuii CrieBuH, nopaepkuBaeMblid mpekpacHoit [onmeeit CaGuHOI.

— YowmiicTBO! — 3aKpryaTa OHa CBOMM 3BYYHBIM rojiocoM. — Kakoii Bek! AmduTtproH He 6e3-
oraceH Jaxe B COOCTBEHHOM JIoMe!

B ogno mrHoBenne Hepon ouyTusicst Bo3nie ceHaTtopa 1 OepexHO 0OXBATHII €r0 PyKOM, KOCHYB-
1IMCh 1pU 3ToM pykH [lomnmen, koTopasi B3IpOorHynia, HECMOTPS1 Ha BCEe CMATEHUE 9TOM MUHYTHI, Kak
OBl jkeJ1ast JaTh MOHSATH UMIIEPATOPY, KaKOe CHIIbHOE BIevaTeHHe OH MPOU3BOAUT Ha Hee.

— Ckaxwu, 4to cay4uiock? — 3abommmBo cripocun Hepon. — Ho mpesxze Bcero: kak Tol ceOst
YYyBCTBYELIb?

— Ha 310t pa3 g ornenancs 10BOJIBHO cyacTiMBO, — yeMexHyJics: @nasuii CueBuH. — S rynsn
¢ cynpyroii OTO M, OYapOBAaHHBIN €e OCTPOYMHOM Oeceoi, 3a0blT 0 MOUX OO0SI3aHHOCTSIX XO3SIMHA
aoma. Bapyr B KycrapHuKax 4To-TO 3aiyMmesno. S mosarai, 4to 3TO HOYHas MTULA, HO €/1Ba YCIIel
MOJIyMaTh, KaK MEHsl yIapuJIo 10 MpaBoMy 1uiedy. «OTo!» — KpuKHY 51 1 00epHysicsi. Ho Bpar yxe
UCYe3, U 51 IOUYBCTBOBAJI JIMIIIb TEILTYIO KPOBb, CTPYMBILYIOCS 110 MOEU CIIMHE!

— Ilperopuanupl! Ouenure napk 1 10M! — NOBEIUTEBHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA ATPUIIIIMHA.

— Crena BbICOKa, BCe BXOJbI 3anepThl. KajKkuil IpecTyHUK HEe MOKET YCKOJIb3HYTh OT Hac!

— ®akensl cloga! — npukaszan TuresuinH, Mexay TeM Kak npekpactas [lonnes u Hepon Benu
B JIOM OKpoBaBJjieHHOro ClieBrHa.

— TmetHwIl Tpya! — cka3an oH, OPOCUB CTPaHHBINA B3IV Ha UMIIEpATpPUIly-MaTh. — Takue
yOUMIIBI YpE3BBIYAHO XUTPhI M OOBIKHOBEHHO CIIy4YaeTCsl, YTO MX MPECIENYIOT 10 JIOKHOMY CIejy.

Boiins B cianbHio ®aBusi, HepoH oOpaTiiicst K CTOSBIIEMY TaM UCITyTAaHHOMY ApPTEeMUIIOPY.

— Ilomoru MHe yJ10:KUTh TBOETO TOCHOAMHA! — CKa3as OH.

— [IpecBemeiimii UMneparop, — BO3pa3uil OTIYIEHHUK, — CMOTPH, TYT JIOBOJIbHO JIIOAEH U
MeK/1y HUMH ecThb Bpauu. biiaropoansiii CrlieBUH HUKOT/Ia He MTPOCTHIT Obl MHE, €CJTU OBl 51 OITYCTHII. . .

— Momuu! — pe3ko npepai ero CuesuH. — Ciyaiicst umnieparopa Hepona! OH eqIMHCTBEHHBIT
BJIACTUTENb, KOTOPOMY BBl 00sI3aHbI TIOBUHOBATHCS, aXke €cM Obl OH MPUKA3al BaM... apecTOBaTh
CBOI0 COOCTBEHHYIO MaTh!

Knaenuit Hepon oOMeHsics yIMBISHHBIM B3IJISIOM ¢ TipekpacHoi [Tormeeii, KoTopasi, BIpo-
YeM, TOTYAC K€ MPUHsIIA OOBIYHO TOMHBIN BUJL.

Nmneparop s1erko npunogHsjI CTaH MUPOKOIJIEYEro CEHATopa, KOTOPOro ApTeMHuIop B TO ke
BpeMsi 0OXBATWII 32 HOTH, M OHM TIOJIOXKUJIM €T0 Ha KeJIe3HYI0 KPOBaTh: TaK MOBEIUTEb MUpa U pad
BMECTE UCTIONHIIIN 0OS3aHHOCTh OOJHUYHBIX CITYKUTENIEH.

Oroiins, HepoH npumeTii1, 4Tto ero OeocHeKHasi Tora MeCTaMH CILIONIb MPOITUTANach Kpo-
BBIO.

VM oB1azienno ctpaHHOE YyBCTBO: KPOBb B JIEHb BCTPEUM C TOPSIUO JIIOOMMOW AKT? MpeBenaia
oemy!
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OH mnocrapasicsi OTorHath 3Ty MbIcib. «IlycTsaku! — roBopui oH cede. — HepoH Tak ke Maio
BepuT B OACHU MpejcKas3aresiel, Kak B MoOoBHbIe oxoxaeHus 0nurepa. 9 cam Oyny FOmurepom,
BUISIIAM CUACThE ITON MUMOJIETHOU KU3HU B OOBATHSAX MOEH 0OBOPOKUTETBHON BO3TIOOICHHOM |»

Pana ®naBusa CreBrnHa OKa3anach HEOIACHOW: HANPABJIEHHBI Haygady KWHKaJl IPOILEs
BCKOJIb3b, HE MOBPEAUB BHYTpeHHOCTU. JlomamHuii Bpau [ToMMXMMHUI HaJIOKMIT UCKYCHYIO Tiepe-
BSI3KY M HAIIOWJI PAHEHOTO XOJIOJHOU BOIOM C (PPYKTOBBIM COKOM, UTO BUIMMO OCBEKHIIO €TO.

B tporaresnpHbIX BhIpakeHusx Onarogapui PruaBuil 3a00TIMBOTO MMITEPATOpPA.

— WctrHHO 1apcTBeHHAs1 HaTypa, — C BOOAYIIEBJIEHHEM MPUOABIII OH, — BXOAUT B KaXJ0€
HecYacTbe, CTapasich CMSTYUTh €ro, CTPEMHUTCS MOKAPaTh Kak/10€ MPEeCcTyIUIEHHe W BO3HATPAAUTD
KaX[IbIii BEJIMKOLYIITHBIN MOCTYNOK. HepoH, OpaTcKu MOMOTaiouyil CBOUM JIpy3bsIM, MOKET pacCuu-
THIBaTh HA HUX B 4Yac cepbe3Hoi onacHocTH! [laii MHE pyKy M Thl, JOCTOMHEWIIAs U3 PUMIISTHOK! —
oOparuiicst oH K [lormee. — Byap 51 Ha ABaAuAaTh JIeT MOJIOXe, s o3aBUa0BaI Obl TBoeMy OTO. Th
npekpacHa, kak Adponura, u npyxkemooOHa, kak Koc. Obemaii MHe HaBeCTUTh MeHs Ha qHAX! A
JOJIKEH JI0 KOHIIA JOCIYIIaTh MHTEPECHYI0 HCTOPHIO, KOTOPYIO Thl Havasla PacCKa3biBaTh MHE!

— Ecnu no3Boneno ciyre, — BMemaics Bpay [ToMxuMHMiA, — 3a00TUThCs O Oare CBOEro roc-
MO/IMHA, TO S TIOCOBETOBA Obl OOKECTBEHHOMY Iie3apio U OmaropoqHoi [lomriee ocTaBUTh Terepb
Hariero 60JpHOr0. B MpOTUBHOM ciydae, Hen30ekKHasl B €ro MOJI0KEHUH JIMXOPAJAKa MOXET ITPUHSTH
yIpOKalollue pa3Mepsl.

— Tol roBOpHIIIL MyApO, — cKazan umneparop. — [oiaem, Tlonmes, TBoi HexHbn OTO U 6e3
TOTO JIOJKEH OBITh BHE ce0sl OT peBHOCTH !

— Ilycts ero, noBenutens! — mykaBo orBevasna [lommes. — PeBHOCTb — 3TO Maciio, nuTarolee
riams JiooBu. K tomy xe... — THX0 npudaBmiia oHa, — peBHOCTb K Pnauio CueBuny?.. Tol peyBe-
JIMYMBAEIIIb €r0 Ka4ecTBa.

U ona Gpocuiia Ha HEro MOKXUPAIOIIUN B30p. Mekay TeM OHM JIOCTUIIIU TUTOIIAIKH, TJIe TOC-
TMIOJICTBOBAJIO HEBEPOSATHOE cMsiTeHue. MMmepaTopckue rBapaeiiiibl, HAXOIUBIIUECS B PACCTaBJICH-
HOU BOKPYT JI0Ma 11!, HEOObIIMMHU I'PYIIIIaMHU PACCHINAIUCh MO MApKy, OOBICKMBAsi OECKOHEUHBIE
aJIJIeN U TYCThle KycTapHUKH. Kakayio rpynimy cormpoBoxaai (pakeaoHocell.

Xpabpeiiive U3 CeHaTOPOB U OIAropoHbIX, B3sB opyxkue y Musixa, riiaBHoro pada dnasus,
MIPUCOEIVHMIIUCH K cojiataM. BOMNBIIMHCTBO e rOCTel M Cpely HUX BCs MOJIOZIEKb, TaK YCEPIHO
MOTSTUBaIM Kpenkoe BUHO CIIeBUHA, UTO Tereph IaTanich, MoAoOHO cBuTe [lnoHuca, 1, nocie oec-
TUTOJHBIX YCHJIMHA YAEPXKAThCSl HA HOTaX, CO B3/I0XaMH CHOBA OITyCKAJIMCh Ha MSITKMe cKaMbH. Jlaxe
cam TureyumH, HECMOTPSI Ha CBOIO OIBITHOCTb M MPHUBBIYKY K TOMOWKaM, C BEIMYANIINM TPYIOM
niepeBUrajg Horamu. Te KeHIMHBI ¥ IEBYIIIKH, KOTOPbIE HE 3aCHYJIH ellle Ha CBOMX MeCTax, Oekasu B
kaBeuyM. OziHa TOJIBKO ATpHITIIMHA U cepbe3Hast OKTaBusl, TOPIO BHIIPSMUBILINCH, CUAETN B CBOEH
JIO’)Ke M, OOJIUTBIE SICHBIM, POBHBIM CBETOM KaHAENSIOp, YNOIOOWINCh ABYM BEIMYECTBEHHBIM CTa-
TYSIM.

Hepon oOHaxu Med; OH XOTes JIMYHO OTMCTHUTSH 32 MokynieHne Ha Pnapust CrieBuHa mpeja-
TEeJIbCKY CKPBIBIIIEMYCS YOUHTIE.

[Nonmest CabuHa, BEIHYB U3 YyTYHHOH ITOACTaBKY MEPBbIH MOMABIIMIACS (hake, Tocea0Baa 3a
HUM, TaK Kak ee peBHUBOro OTo HUT/E He ObLJIO BUIHO, WM Ke OHA CyMeJla UCKYCHO M30eXaThb ero. ..

OcBeTHB Maccy T'yCTHIX, CITyTaBHIMXCSI KycToB, Ilommesi CHiIbHO B3JpOTrHY/A: B HEOOJBIION
KaHaBKe OJIM3 IOPOKKH CBEPKHYII CTaJbHOM KJIMHOK: OHA HAKJIOHWJIACh M MOJTYA TOAHSIA KUHKAJ.
VBieueHHbI npecieoBanreM HepoH He mpuMeTHT ee IBUKEeHUSI.

Ha cuneBaro-spKkoil, TpeXrpaHHOW CTaJI €llle BUAHEIUCDH CIIe/Ibl CBEXKEN KPOBHU, SICHO CBUE-
TEJIL,CTBOBABIILIEHN O 3HAYEHUU HEOKUJAHHON HAXOIKH.

Hepon Bce criemmn Boepes.

Bocronb3oBaimchk OnaronpusatHeiM MoMeHToM, [lonmess CabuHa oOTepia KMHKaI O POCH-
CTYIO TPaBY M OCTOPOXHO CIIpsiTasa ero cede 1oy rnosic.

Teneps OHa MOHsAA BCE.
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ITo cTpaHHOI CiTy4ailHOCTH, OHA BUJIE/A HA THSX B MOKOSIX ATPUIIIIMHBI TOYHO TaKOH K€ KUH-
KaJl — TIPOCTOM CTUJIET, HE CITOCOOHBIN OOIMYKTH CBOIO ITAPCTBEHHYIO 00IadaTeIbHUILY.

[poucmiecTBre OOBACHSIOCH OYEHb MPOCTO, B TO K€ BpeMs HAIIOMHUHAs COOOW HMCKYCHBIH
3aMBbICEJI COUMHUTENS Tpareauil.

[Nonmest MBICJIEHHO YBHEJ1a POCKOIIHYIO CTIAJIBHIO ATPUIIIMHBI, KOTJIa OHA TIPUIILIA HABECTUTh
MMIIepaTpUIly-MaTh IO CIIy4alo ee JITKOro HeJIOMOTaHUsl, M TIPUHECIa YyAHYIO THPJISHAY IIBETOB B
BUJIE «IIPUBETA BHICOKOW CTPAIANUIIE»; B AEHCTBUTEIBHOCTH K€, €€ JTI0Oe3HOCTh UMesia OIHY 11eJb —
paau HepoHa nosyunTh pacnoyioxkeHre UMIepaTpulibl-MaTepH.

ArpurmnuHa ObUTa OUYeHb MPUBETINBA: KEJThie pO3bl HA BPEMsI 3aBOEBAJIM €€ Ceplle.

Ona npurnacuia [ornmero k cebe 1 modarogapuia ee.

Kpome 6ombHOI B KOMHATE HAXOAMJIACHh TOJIBKO MAHTEPa, pbiKasi UCTIAaHKA ATIeppOHHUSI.

Brpyr Arpunnuna ynanaa B 0OMOpOK. BbITh MOXeT, 3amax po3 CJIMIIKOM CHJIBHO TIOJEHCTBOBA
Ha ee BO30YX/IeHHbIE HepBbl. AlleppoHHsI 3200 TJIMBO MOAXBATHJIA CBOIO TOCHIOXKY, Hauasla TepeTh el
700 ¥ BUCKM Y KpUKHYJIa ucnyranHou [lormee:

— DcceHIuIo, 3aKanHa 1eds, 1ail acceHmio! HarmpaBo B CTEHHOM SIIIMKe MO3a1 KeIPOBO
mKatyyiku! GIakoH ¢ HAIMKUCHIO, Thl YBUAUIIID.

B BonHenuu Ilomnriest He Moruia cpasy HaliTH KHOTIKY SIIIMKA ¥ TTOKA OHA MCKaJia MPYyXKUHY, CITy-
YaifHO OTBOPUJIACH OJIHA U3 IPYTHX, CEPeOPSIHBIX, YTOIJIEHHBIX B CTEHY Jiolievek. [lormess MrHOBeHHO
cooOpas3uiia, 4To ciesiayia OMacHOe OTKPBITUE: TIepe]] Hell OTKPBUIMCh BCEM U3BECTHBIE XpyCTaIbHbIE
(br1akoHBI OTPaBUTENBHUIIBI JIOKYCTBI M IECATh WM ABEHAIIATh KUHKAJIOB C TPEXTPAHHBIMU KJIMH-
KaMH U KPYTJIBIMA METHBIMU PYKOSITKAMH.

Bce 310 TOJIBKO MeJbKHYIIO TIepe]] ee Ila3aMu, HO HeM3ITIaAuMO BPe3aJioch B €€ MaMsITh.

BecrryMHO 3aXJI0MTHYB cepeOpsHYIO JOIIEUKY, OHA TYT K€ HalllIa SAUK C SCCEHIIMEH U rocre-
1A TIOJATh €€ HUYero He 3aMEeTUBIIEH ATIEpPOHUH.

Ternepb Takke HUKTO He JOJIKEH Y3HATh PO CTPAHHYIO CBSI3b €€ HAXOJKHU C MPOIUIBIM OTK PbI-
THEM.

ArpunmnuHa He TO/KHA nono3peBarh, uto [onmes CabuHa aepxuT y ces Ha TpyAu JOKa3a-
TEJIbCTBO €€ BUHOBHOCTH B TOKYIIEHUM Ha Xu3Hb PraBusi ClieBUHA U YTO OTHUM CBOMM CIIOBOM
OHA MOXET COpBATh C UMIIEPATPHIIbI-MATEPH JINUMHY Tiepe]] ee JOBEpUMBBIM ChIHOM. TakuMm obpa-
30M, MOJIOZIast KEHIIIMHA OKa3bIBaJIach TOCMOKOM NoiokeHus1. [Toka oHa penmiach XpaHUTh CTPOroe
MOJTYaHUE U BBICTYITUTh Ha CIIEHY HE paHbllle, YeM Koraa 3To OyaeT HeoOxoauMo U ymecTHo. Toraa
HepoHn y3Haer, 4To 3TOT KMHKaJ OAWH U3 XpaHAImuUXCs psaaoM ¢ ¢uiakoHamu JIokycTs!

Bce 310 poHecsock B ee royioBe ¢ ObICTPOTON MOJHMH, M OHA BECEJIO MOCTIeNINIa 32 11€3apeM,
yCepIHO OOBICKUBABIIIAM KYCTHI.

— Bot u conpatsl y:xe BO3BpAIIAOTCs, — B3AOXHYB, CKa3aia oHa. — KakeTcs, uX MmoucKu Obun
TaK ’Ke TIIETHBI, KaK M Hallu!

— Huuero u Hukoro, 1oporoii ne3aps! — eie nzganeka npotsaHya TuremuH. — Berpetusim-
ecst MHe TpHOYHBI IPETOPUAHLIEB TAKKe UIYT C MycThiMU pykamu. KiistHych ['epkysecom, rBapaeiiibl
MPOHM3ATIM CBOMMHU KOITbsIMH BCE JIABPOBBIE M MHUPTOBBIE KYCTHI M €C/I Obl TaM MPSITAJICS KaKOH-
HUOY/Ib HETO/sA, OH, HaBepHOE, ObLIT OBl MPOTKHYT, KaK BEPTEJIOM.

— 3Ha4UT, MPECTYNHUK Tepesie3 yepe3 CTeHy, — CKa3asl 11e3aphb.

— EnBa su, ecu TOMbKO Y Hero He ObUIO JIECTHUIIBL,  €CJIM OHA U ObLJIa, TO €€, HAaBepHOE, HAIlUIN
OBl rae-HuOYIb B MapKe WK 3a CTeHOH. Kpome Toro, Tam cTopokar MpeTopraHIlbl U pruOekKaBIIie
CIo[]a Ha IIyM COJIAATHI TOPOJICKON KOTOPTHI.

— Xopoio. 3HauuT, youiilia cpeiu Hac.

TuresyvH nozxat rjedamu.

— Kr0 ke u3 rocreid MOr ObITh TAKUM OTBSIBJICHHBIM, HU3KUM Herofsem? U erme: KTo muran
Bpaxay K yectHomy CrieBuHy? OH oOmuii JoouMert, o0Imuil npustesns. .. Ero padsl 000KaioT ero.
Buith Moxer, Apremunop?..
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— Aptemuaop ObLT B IOME, KOT/IA 3TO CIIY4HIIOCh.

— OHako OH Beab yxke Oeran oT Hero, TOrja, HECKOJIbKO MECSIIEB TOMY Haz3al.

— To 6b110 U3 cTpaxa, a He U3 HEHABKCTH.

— Hy Tak KT0 e 3TO chenan? — MOKaYHYyBIINUCh, CIIPOCKIJ arpureHrell. — Begp He qymaenib
e TBI, YTO KTO-HUOYAb U3 IJITAMEHHBIX 0OOsKaTesiell Haiei [lonmen oTMCTIIT eCTUAeCATIIIETHEMY
CTapHKy 3a €ro MporyJKy BJBOEM C Hel Mo mapky?

— 51 BOBce HMUEro He aymalo Moka, — orBedan Hepon. — Ho Benb ThI cornaceH, 4To KUHKa
rpujieTell He cam co0oi, MogoOHo ronyoke MemmHHa. [TosaTomy s cenaio To, YTO MHE TTPEIITUCHI-
Baet jnoar. Oteinu byppa! [Ipukaxu eMy co3BaTh CBOMX IIpeTOpUaHIIeB. [ OpocKue comiaThl MOTYT
CTOPOXXUTBH CHAPYkKHU, Ha CITy4ai, €CJIM MPECTYITHUK CTAHET CKPBIBATHCS HA BEPIIMHE TYCTOTO JIepeBa.
[Tpu HacTosAIMX OOCTOSITENILCTBAX 51 HE AOBepsiio HUMKOMY. Bce OyayT oObICKaHbI, OT ceHaTopa /10
nocneqHero pada. Ilyctpb 3HaioT, Kak B uMniepr HepoHa KapaioT Takuve BHIXOIKU OaHIUTOB!

[1ATh MUHYT CITyCTSI Ha 3ByKH TPYO CO BCEX CTOPOH COIILIUCH IPETOPHAHIIBI M TOCTH.

— Boiigu B Hamry JoKy, — ckazain ne3apb [lornmee Cadune. — Tol, conpoBoxaaBias Pnasus
CrieBrHa B MOMEHT MO30PHOTO MOKYIIEHH S, TAK)KE OJTUIIETBOPSIEHTh COO0M OOIIECTBEHHYIO COBECTb.
TBOM Meyasts ¥ KpacoTa BHYIIAT MPECTYIHUKY PaCKasHUE U CThIJI, M 0OJIeryar Ham pacK pbiTHe BUHOB-
Horo. K ToMy jxe, Kak HaXOIMBILASICSI C HUM, Thl O/IHA CTOMIIIb BHIIIE BCSIKOTO MOIO3PEHUsI, Thl U MBI,
MMIIepaTopcKas cembs!

ArpunnuHa 6pocria XOJIOAHBIN B3IV Ha ITpekpacHyo [ormero, KoTopasi OCTaHOBUJIACH ClleBa
OT UMIIEpPaToOpa U CO CIIOKOMHBIM ApYXeToOueM BcTpeTuia ee B3op. [da u k uemy cTomsio Obl paz-
apaxars Arpurnuny Tenepb? Her, [onmest Obi1a CIMIIKOM JIyKaBa, YTOObI B CAMOM HayaJle BbIJATh
CBOM JJaJIbHOBHU/IHBIE TUIAHBI.

«Ho k10 ke ObL1 OpyareM HapcTBeHHOM npecTymHuLb? — nymasia [onmes. — Bypp cibiBet ee
daBoputoM. Ho s He MOTY JOMYCTUTh, YTOOBI OH PEIIUJICS HA TAKOH MOCTYIOK: 3TO OBUIO OBl CITUIII-
KOM HU3KO. Vi, ObITH MOXKET, IEHTYPHOH YOUii, TAK OaCHOCIOBHO OBICTPO Aenaommuil kapbepy? a
YTO MHE 32 /1e510? [JOBOJIbHO TOrO, YTO MHE U3BECTEH UCTOYHUK MOKYIICHHS» .

B nyiie oHa MCKpeHHO cMesTach Hajl OBICTPOTOM U JIETKOCTBIO, C KOTOPBIMU OJ1arogapst 0OMo-
POKY ATPHITITUHBI OHA MPOHMKJIA B €€ UTPY U TAKMM 00pa3oM OBJIaiesIa TAitHOM, JOJKEHCTBOBABIIIEH
PaHO WU MO3IHO JIOCTaBUTh €l MHOTHE BBITOJIBI.

Huuem He oOHapyxuBasi CBOe TalHOE TOPXKECTBO, OHA C TOPIBIM JAOCTOMHCTBOM BHHMMAJIA,
Korjia Heronymouwii HepoH ¢ ropsimmm B30poM 00paTuiics K TOJIE TOCTeH.

— CoBepmmioch OecipuMepHO-TIO30pPHOE CBSITOTATCTBO, — TOBOpMII OH. — [loMorurte MHe
OTKPBITh NpecTynHuKa! HeBUHHBIE 1a HE COUTYT M3JIUIITHUM JI0Ka3aTh CBOIO HeBUHHOCTH! HUKTO M3
MIPUCYTCTBYIONIMX HE COMIET C MeCTa, PaHbIlle YeM OOBSICHUT, I1e OH HAXOOWICS 0 STOW MUHYTHI
Y HE JIOKaXeT, YTO Ha HEM HEeT HU CKPBITOrO OpPYXHSl, HU CIIEIOB MpeJaTeIbCKU MPOJIUTOU KPOBH.
B ocobGeHHOCTH ke BbI, CIaBHbIE TIPETOPHAHIIBI, ONIOPA MpaBa U 3aKOHOB, BbI OOJIBIIIE BCETO JOJIKHBI
crapatbcst 00 pazobnavyennr BUHOBHOTO! IpesicTaBbTe cebe, Kakoi OecripuMepHBIi TI030p, €ClIi OH
OKaXeTCsl CPeId BaC CaMUX, CPEAU JOCTOCIABHOTO OTpsiia n30paHHUKOB! CMepTh OT PyKH Majava
ObL1a OBI CJTUIIIKOM OOJTBIIION YeCThIO [T PE3PEHHOTr0 Herosis!

Kpyrom paznasncst onoOGpuTenbHbIiA POIIoT.

— Tak HaumHal ¢ MeHs1, — MPOM3HEC/IA UMIIepaTpUIia-MaTh, IPOTATUBAsT PYKH C BUJOM MOKOP-
HOCTH CBOEM MO30PHOM yUacCTH.

[Ipu 3TOM IBUXEHUM cepeOpsHbIA IBO3/b, KOHEI[ KOTOPOro TOpYasl U3 MO OOMBKH TEPUIT
JIO’H, TITyOOKO olLiaparas ei pyKy, U KpoBb, OPbI3HYB Ha BOOPYXKEHHUE CTOSIBIIIETO CIIPaBa OT Hee I1eH-
TyproHa YOusl, KarHy/Ia ¥ Ha ee COOCTBEHHYIO OeIONMUJIeHHYIO OfIeXkTy. ATPHUIIMHA B3IPOTHY/IA U
UCITyCTUJIA JIETKUI KPUK.

— Marb, 4TO THI Aenaeib? — B ykace BOCKJIMKHYI HepoH. — OnsiTh KpOBb B 3TOT Uy/IHBIH JIEHb,
KOTOPBIN TaK JIyue3apHO HAvaJICs M TaK O0KECTBEHHO 3aBepIiacs?
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— CbIH MOH, 3TO CIyYalHOCTh, HO B CIYYaWHOCTSIX YacTO BBIPAaXKaeTcsl BOJsI OECCMEPTHBIX
60roB. BBITh MOXET, STUM OHM JIAIOT TIOHATH TeOe, CBOeMY JIIOOMMILY, UTO Thl OCKOPOJISEIh ToCTen
®naus CueBuHa, MpeBpallas ero JA0M B CyAWIHINE, Kak OyATO Mpa3AHUYHAS TUIOMAAKA B TMapKe
CeHaTopa TO K€ caMOe, YTO NOPTUK Ha HAPOAHOMU IUIOLIAIH, T MPAKTUKYIOLIME 3aKOHHUKH Mpe/ija-
TaloT JKeJIAloIMM CBOM I0pUANYECKHE XUTPOCILIETEHHUS. . .

INopaxennsiit Hepon cxBartuiics 3a 100. Heyxenu oH Bee ele AeCITUICTHUN MalbuuK, KOTO-
poro MaTh OecliepeMOHHO Tpenajia 3a BOJIOCHI, KOTJIa OH SIBJISUICS JIOMOU C Pa30pBaHHON TYHUKOM?

OH yxe coOupascsi BO3pa3uTh B CACPKAHHBIX, HO SHEPTUYHBIX CJIOBAX, YTO OE30MaCHOCTh €ro
rpakJaH BaxKHee JJIs1 Hero BCeX MPUABOPHBIX U CBETCKUX MPUJIMYMIA, KOT/ZIa €ro ONepenl HaualbHUK
npeTopuaHiieB bypp.

— Beemorymas ArpunnuHa, — TBEpIO NMPOU3HEC OH. — Moil 10T MpeanuChBaeT MHE HEME/-
JIEHHO VICTIOJTHUTH MOBEJIeHH I MIieparopa. Kak 3HaTHas JKeHIIMHA, Th MOJKEIIb OCKOPOISTHCS 3TUM,
HO KaK MaTbh UMIIEPaTopa, Thl JOJDKHA Oy/IeIlb TPU3HATh, UTO CTAPBIi, TPYObIi COJIIAT UCTIOTHIUI CBOIO
OOSI3aHHOCTb.

ArpunnuHa noxana ruredamMu. Eciii HayanpHUK mpetopuaHiieB Opasi ctopoHy Hepona, drto
MorJia oHa czenatb? Ho oHa TyT ke BTailHe MOKJISIACh OMyTaTh 9TOr0 MEABE/sl PO30BBIMU LIETISIMMU,
4yT0OBI Ha Oy/iyITiee BpeMs OTHATh y HErO BCSAKYIO BOBMOKHOCTD K IPOSIBJIEHUSIM HEYMECTHOTO ycep-
sl

Bypp momo3Ban BocbMepbIX K3 CBOMX JIIO/IEW, HA BEPHOCTh KOTOPBIX OH MOI BIIOJIHE IMOJIO-
KUTHCS, U TIPUKA3AJI UM OCHOBATEJIbHO OOBICKATh CHaYajla BCeX MPETOPUAHIIEB, 3aTeM MPUCYTCTBO-
BaBIIIMX MYXXYHH, HE CIIOCOOHBIX CKa3aTh, IJIe OHU HAXOAMJIMCh B MOMEHT TIOKYIIIEHHUSI, U BceX paboB.

JKeHIHaM M AEBYIIKaM, He KeJIaBIIMM TOJBEPTrHYTHCS MyOTMYHOMY OOBICKY, MPEJIOKEHO
ObLIO TIOJI KOHBOEM IPETOPHAHIIEB YAAIUThCs B aTpuyM. Ho HU ofHA M3 HMX HE BOCMOJIb30BAIACh
9TUM J103BOJIeHreM. [IpOoTHB OXKMIaHus1, OOBICK KOHYMIICSI BECbMa CKOPO.

YV Kax)JI0ro rocTsi OKa3ajaoch 1o JBa U TPU CBUAETENS, KJIATBEHHO MOATBEPKIABIIMX €ro Mpe-
ObIBaHME B TOM WJIM MTHOM MecTe. Takke HM Y KOTO He HAallUIOCh KMHKaJla, a MEK/1y TeM BUJL PaHbl He
OCTAaBJISIJT HU MJIEHILIET0 COMHEHHUsI B TOM, UTO OHA HAHECEHA UMEHHO 3TUM OPYKHEM.

OO6bICK OKazasicst 6e3pe3y/IbTaTHBIM.

— 41 roBopuna, uTo Tak u OyneT! — Bckpryasia ArpunmuHa. — [IpocuM npoctuTs Hac, Gnaro-
ponubie roctu ®naust ClieBUHA, €CIM TIOXBAIBHOE YCEPAME HAIErO BO3MIOOJIEHHOTO ChIHA 3aILIO
yepecuyp JajieKo!

Hepon npomomuain.

B nyme ero yxe Bo3HHMK/IM Apyrue oOpasel. OH MoT4a BCTaI M HE3aMETHO Iepeian ApreMu-
J0pY 3aMUCKy AKT? K CULIWIIMAHKE.

B ToMm ke mopsake, B KakoM umIeparopckas npoueccusi focturia joma dnasus CuesuHa,
JBUHYJIACh OHA TeTlepb B OOpaTHBIN MyTh. MeTesuia, Cyrnpyra 3/10MoTyYHOro CeHaTopa, MPOBOIMIIA /10
BOPOT CBOMX BBICOKMX TOCTEH.

— Xenaio emy CKOpOro BHI3IOPOBJIEHH ! — IpolenTaia ArpurmnuHa, JpyKecky Lesys ee B JI00.

— Toro xe xenmaio U s, — BOCKJIMKHYJA HepoH, TpuKabl MPUKOCHYBIIMCH TyOaMu K pyKe
Meresuisl.

— W na nocturuer HakazaHue KOBapHOTO IPECTYIHUKA, HAPYLLMUTENS TBOETO CIIOKOWCTBUS, —
ckazana OkTaBWs, HEXKHO OOHUMAS TUIAYYIIYI0O MaTpOHY. — YTembcs, JiooOe3Has Metea! [omm-
XMMHUI IPEBOCXOAHBIN Bpay, U paHa He onacHa!

ITpouieccust neunynack. Hu OkrtaBusi, Hu HepoH He npousHecan HU clioBa. be3mosBue Hapy-
I1aJ10Ch JIMILb 3BYKaMU MEPHBIX 111ar0B HOCWJIBIIMKOB, (PaKeJIOHOCLIEB U CONIAT.

Hepon cmoTpesn HaBcTpedy COJHILy, OOeIaBIieMy eMy HaKOHEll CYacCT/IMBYIO KHU3Hb.

OkTaBuell ke MHTYUTUBHO OBJIAJIEI0 MPAavyHOE OIIYIIEHHE, YTO ISl Hee HUKOTAa OoJblle He
HACTYITUT CBETJIbII JEHb.
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CrniokoiHO-sicHasi 6e3MOJIBHOCTh CyNpyra Kasajach el CTpaHHO KpacHopeunBou. [71aza ero
CUSLITH, TYOBI yJIBIOAHCD, KaK Y peOeHKa, KOTOPOMY CHHUTCS TOJBKO YTO MOJApeHHAsl eMy KyKJia.

To, 4TO MPUHECIIO B €r0 AYIIly MHUP U CIIOKOWCTBUE U PA3JIUIIO TIO €T0 JIUILY IIBETYIIee IOHOIIIe-
CKOE BBIpaXeHHUE TOBOJIbCTBA, MOIJIO OBITh TOJIBKO CUACThe, — TA BABIJIOHCKAsl p03a, KOTOPYIO TIETHO
UIIYT MAJUTMOHBI JTIOAEH. . .

bennas OxTaBusi ¢ HEBBIPA3UMOW FOPEUbI0 CO3HABAJIA, YTO €l HET MeCTa B €ro 4yBCTBax, YTO
BaBWJIOHCKAsl pO3a B €ro pyKax 3HaumIa JJis Hee BEUHOE rope ¥ OTpedeHre OT BCSIKOM paioCTy.

«B TBOM pykM mpenaio s Mol Ku3Hb, BceOnarui K0nmrep!» — HECBIIHO MpoIIenTana oHa,
JoMasi pyKd W B3/IbIXasl, CJIOBHO Pa30MBAJIOCh ee Cepille, HO TaK ke THUXO, KaK MOJOJOH crapra-
Hell, KOTOPOMY JIMCHIIA TIOJT OJEK 10N pa3phiBajia BHYTPEHHOCTH. BiiakeHHO yIbI0aBIIMIACS 3BE3THOM
arpesnbckor HouM, KinaBauit HepoH He 107keH ObUT IOraIbIBaThCs O ee Oe3MEPHOM HecuacThe.

I'nmaBa XI

ITpomwuio 1ecTs Hesielb.

B rycroii 3enenu 6ecenky 0fHOM U3 MPeIeCTHENIINX BUILT IO Ty CTOpoHY Jlpy30Bo#l apku, Ha
YCTJIAHHOM KOBPaMHU MPaMOPHO# CKamMbe crjie1a AKT U C HeTepIIeIMBbIM OKHMJAHUEM IOCMATpHBaJIa
Ha TeHb COJTHEUHBIX YacoB. Yac ykMHa yke MUHOBAI.

Cerongnsa HepoH yxuHan y HadainbHUKaA (p1oTa AHMIETA U B KQ4ECTBE TOCTS, a HE aM(pUTpU-
OHa, MOT YAAJIMThCS, Korjaa B3aymaercs. Ero Biieks1o mockopee yBUAETbCSA C TOM, KOTOPYIO OH JIIOOUII
Oouble OJ1ecKa CBOEro MpecTosia U Bcell MyApOCTH IOCy1apCTBEHHOIO COBETHUKA. Moofoit umme-
paTop BIOJHE MPEIOCTaBUII Tereph YIpaBjIeHue UMIIepreil ATpHIIIMHE ¢ ee TPUOIKEHHBIMU; OH
JOIyCKaJl CBOIO MaTh M Aaxe OKTaBUIO BMEIIMBAThCA B TAKUE JIeNa, KOTOpbIE JO CHX MOpP BCeraa
peLIIMCh TOJIBKO TI0 JITYHOMY YCMOTpeHuI0 umneparopa. Toct ®nasus CuesuHa, N0-BUIUMOMY,
ocTaJicst 6e3 BCSAKUX TOCIIeICTBU.

Hepon ytBep:xaan Bce, 4TO MpECTaBIIsUl HA €r0 paccMOTpeHue JocTonHbl CeHeka, 4acto
AeNCTBOBABILMI Nof BiussHUeM TuresvHa. 1o coBeTy uXx 0O0MX OH yIBOWJI jKaJIOBaHbE MPETOPU-
aHIaM 3a JIeKaOpb, B KOTOPBIN OH POIMJICS, IPUYEM BO BCEX YETHIPHAIIATH KOTOPTaX MPOIIeN CIIyX,
YTO 3Ta MOJUTUYECKU-3HAMEHAaTesIbHas UJesl POUJIach B FOJIOBE arpUIeHTLA.

Wmriepatop mprCyTCTBOBAN Takke MOBCIOAY, IIe 3TOro TpeOOBal MPUIBOPHBINA IIEPEMOHHUAT
WM coOpaHMs ceHaTa.

Ho Bce 370 OH Je1ai Kak yesioBek, ¢ paJloCTHON MOKOPHOCTBIO UCHOMHSAIOIIMI CBOIO €XKeJHEB-
HYIO 00513aHHOCTb, IyMasl JIUIIb O CYACThE, OKUJIAIONIEM €TI0 B Yachl CBOOOIbL.

Mbiciib 06 AKT? He MOKMJAJIA €ro C PaHHEro yTpa A0 MO3IHEeN HOUM.

Bech Mup cocTaBiisi1 UMb paMKy AJ1s1 OHOTO JParolieHHoro oopasa, B TaiiHe XPaHUMOTO UM
B HECKOJIBKMX COTHSX ILAroB OT IIIyMHOM AINNHAaHCKOW I0POTU.

Hukro He 3Ha1 00 3TOM, KpoMme TuresmmHa, KOTOPOMY IMPEUCHIONHEHHBIH cyacThst HepoH mpu-
3HaJIcs BO BceM. OH MPOCTO 3a/IbIXaJICS OT U30bITKA OaKEHCTBA, @ TUreJUTMH MOKJISIICS yXOM CBOer
MOKOWMHOW MaTepH HE BbIIABATh €r0 TalHY.

AKT3, NMOCTYKMBasi OJHa O APYIyl0 HOXKKAMM B KPAacHBIX CaHJAJIMAX, MOIKKAATA CBOETO
Kymupa. OH MOT SIBUTBCSI KK/IYI0 MUHYTY. YIOTHasi MpaMOPHasi CKaMbsi CPE/I PO30BBIX KyCTOB OblIa
ero JIOOMMBIM MECTOM, ¥ TTOSTOMY OHA JKJlaJla €r0 MIMEHHO 3/1eCh.

TeHb Ha COJHEYHBIX Yacax CTAHOBWUJIACh BCE [UIMHHEE. YBEpEHHas, 4TO OH INpUAET, AKTI
Havasa yMaTh O CBOEH CyapOe, KOTOPYI0 OHa HaXOI¥JIa 3aBUIHEHIIIeH N3 KOT/1a-TMO0 BHINAJaBIINX
Ha J0JII0 CMEPTHO.

[llects mpomIeAMX Hesleab ObUIM OJHUM 0YapOBATEIbHO-CIAAKIM CHOM.

O MuHyBIIEM OHa HE BCIIOMMHAJIA; MHOTIA TOJBKO MEJIbKaJa Y HEE MBICIb O TOPbKUX IHAX
PasyKu, HO Cepile ee MPY 3TOM elle CUIbHEE MEePETONHSAIOCh COZHAHUEM CUACTb.

CoBectb €€ Takxe MoJasa.
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Ona 3Hasa, 4To BepyIolIel Ha3apsiHKE IPEITHO JIIOUTH YeJIOBEKa, MMEIOIIEro KeHy; OHa CO3Ha-
BaJIa 3TO YMOM, HO HE Cep/lieM M He YyBCTBOM, U YK, KOHEUHO, HE B T€ MCHOBEHHS, KOT/Ia Jymaa
0 TOM, KOT'O Tak Oecripe/ieIbHO IO,

OpnHOro B3MIsiIa €ro Yapyoux a3 ObUIo JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI 3aryIIUTh B HEW MOCTIEAHION
UCKpPY CaMOOOBHHEHUS.

Pa3Be oHa He czienana Bce, 4TOOB M30e)aTh uMreparopa?

Pa3Be ona He pernmmiack yaanutbes B CUIIMINIO, IJe HUKOTIAa OOJbIIe He JIOCTUT Obl ee JIyd
HETIPeoJ0JIMMOrO OYapOBaHusI UMIIepaTopa?

Oma xoTena B MOCJIEAHUN pa3 B3ISIHYTh Ha €ro MPEeKpacHoe JIMIIO, C TIEPBOM MUHYTHI 3aievar-
JIeBIIIeecs B ee JIyIlie, ¥ TOJIbKO CIy4dail WK mpeJonpeiesieHue CyabObl TPEBPATUIIA STOT Yac pa3iyKH
B HEpa3pbIBHBII, BEYHBIN COI03.

Ia, BeuHbIii!

Takast moOOBb HE MPOXOOUT, OIHA JIMIIb CMEPTh MOXKET HACWIIBHO Pa3beAWHHUTH TO, YTO HE
BJIACTHBI Pa30PBaTh HUKAKNE 3€MHbIE CHJIBI.

W pasBe oHa OTHsJIa €ro y X0JIofHOM eHbl? Pa3Be OH He ¢ caMoro Havasa BCel AyILIOW IpU-
HaJIIekKan e, Hu3KopoxaeHHon? Pa3Be OkTaBus Korga-HUOYIb IOHMMAJIA ero Tak, Kak OHa?

B nocnennue xe qBe Hemeaw MoJiofas UMIIEpaTpyiia Havyasla BHIKa3blBaTh HEOOBIYAHYIO pe3-
KOCTb ¥l OTHOCUTbCS Bpask/IeOHO K cBoeMy cynpyry. [Toj mpenyiorom 6eCCOHHUIIBI M YaCThIX MTPUTIa-
KOB TOJIOBHOH OOJTM OHA JIae Mepeceniiach B MOKOU, COBEPIIEHHO yAaJIeHHbIE OT MIOKOEB MMITepa-
TOpA.

Ha, 6nenHasi, 6eccepneunast OkTaBus pasesnsiia ¢ HepoHOM TpoH 1 HapyKHbIE TOYECTH UMIIe-
PaTOPCKOro CaHa; OHa MOKa3bIBaIaCh PSIOM CO CBOMM CYIPYTOM BCIOLY, I/ie TOro TpeOoBaiu OObI-
Yail UM HeOOXOIUMOCTh, HO KPOME 3TOr0, MEXAY Hell M OOKECTBEHHBIM I1e3apeM He ObLIO HUYEro
00I1Iero, pO3HO HUYETO. ..

AKT> He 3Haza TOro, YTO Mepesxuiia 3a 310 BpeMsi OKTaBusi, ’Ha4Ye OHA He Jep3Hy./1a Obl Ha3bl-
BaTh MOJIONIYI0 MMITEpaTpUIly OeccepaeyHON 1 XOIOIHOM.

Kak pa3 nse Hepenu Tomy Hazaja Turesutus TaitHo ucnpocu y OKTaBUU ayIMeHIHIo, MO ITpe/l-
JIOTOM BEChMa BaXKHBIX TOCYIAPCTBEHHBIX JIEJT U, TIONPOCUB UMIEPATPUILY YIATUTH U3 KOMHATHI OTITY-
meHHUIYy PaboHMIO 1 IBYyX paOblHb, 0OpATUIICS K HEH C CAePKAaHHOM MOYTUTEILHOCTBIO.

—INoBenuTenbHUIIA, — CKA3aJI OH, — JOJIT MO BBIHYK/IA€T MEHSI COOOIIUTH TeOe HEUTO yXKACHOE,
1 B TO K€ BpPeMsl, K COKAJICHHUIO, sl HE MOTY C/IeJIaTh TIOJTHOTO MTPU3HAHU S, Oy/lyUH CBSI3aH KJISITBEHHBIM
oOelaHeM He BbIIaBaTh UMEHU BUHOBHOM.

— B yem neno? — cipocusia OKTaBusl.

— Jleno BecbMa OOBIKHOBEHHOE, HO OHO OOJIBINIOE Tope AJIs1 TIOBEIUTENIbHUIIB PrMa 1 HeBbIpa-
3UMOE HecuacThe JJIsl Hee.

— Tel B3BONTHOBaH. Vw51 HecrpaBeIIMBO cyauia o Tede?

— HecnipaBeyinBo, riy00Ko HeCpaBeJIMBO, MOBEIUTENBHUIIA, KaK TO IENA0T U MHOTHE JpY-
rve, 3HaloIIMe He HACTOSIIEro, UCKPEeHHEero, 4YecTHoro TuresuimHa, a TOJBKO Ty CBETCKYIO MAckKy,
KOTOpasi HOCUT Moe uMsl. [TOKJISTHHCh, TOBETMTENILHUIIA, YTO Thl COXPaHHIIb BCE B TaiiHe !

— Kisnyce.

— Tax 3HaM, 4TO TBOH CyNpYT JIOOUT JPYTyIO, MOJIOOE, IPEKPacHOe, 0OBOPOKUTEILHOE CO3/1a-
HHe, HO He CTOsIIIee OIHOM MPSAM TBOMX UYTHBIX Bosoc. JIIOOOBb €ro Ha BeKH MOTepsiHa JUTsl TeOs:
OHa ouyapoBasa ero, kak Llupiies cimyTHukoB cTpagaibia Oaucces. Tol mopakena? Tl mataenbcs?
Oobonpuck u foBepbcss MHe. CMOTpPH, BOT Cepille, ¢ paloCThio TOTOBOE MPUHATH CMEPTh pajau Teos,
Moero O0KecTBa.

[Nourn 6e3 4yBCTB OHA ynazia B ero oObsATHs. OnbsHeHHbI TUreUTMH ¢ 0€3yMHON CTPacThIO
MIPUKaJI ee K TPYId.

OHa OTTOJIKHYJIA €ro.
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— Ilpe3pennsiii! — mpousHecna oHa gpoxkamuMu yctamu. — Eciii Obl OH ObLT B THICSYY pa3
MOpOYHee ¥ BEPOJIOMHEE, YeM Thl MPeICTaBIseIb €r0, TO BCe-TaKU 51 OCTAHyCh BEpHA eMy 0 rpoda.
Ha koro nipocrep b1 cBOI0 ep3ocTb? OnHON TBOEH KPOBbIO MOKHO CMBITh TaKOW MO30p, HO 51 HE
xouy kpoBu. Cam cripaBeryiuBbiid FOruTep nokapaer Teos.

— IoBenuTenpHUIA. .. — mpodopmoTai TurevH.

— OcraBb MeHs!

— Tak MHe He Ha 4YTO HA/EAThCS, AaXe eCu s JAOKaKy, Kak OecCThTHO OOMaHbIBaeT TeOs
Hepon?

— Ecm Th1 He yiizienis 10OpOBOJIBHO, 5T TIO30BY Ha MOMOIIb, — Mpou3Hecia OKTaBYsl, BHITPSIM-
JISISICh BO BCEM BEJIMYMU CBOSH MOJIOON KpacoThl. — UTO 3a KEHIUHBI KUK 31eCh MPEkKae, eciu
TAKOM YeJIOBEK, KaK Thl, OCMEIUBACTCH . ..

— A uny, OkTaBus, — MPOIIUTIEST ar UTSHTEIl, MOOIeIHEB Kak MmojoTHO. — S umy! Jlo cBuiaHbs!

O06 3TOM NeYasIbHOM ciTydae AKT? HE MOTIJIa 3HATh.

s Hee OkTaBus OblIa HeCUYacTHas1, He N30paHHass Borom /it MOHMMaHUS M CYACThs UMIIe-
paropa, kaxIaBIIero JTOOBH.

Uro BHINAIO HA JIOMO i, HU3KOPOXKICHHOW, OHA CUMTaJIa He3acTyKeHHOW MuiocThio Heda.
[Tpu Mbiciu 0 ee Ge3rpaHUYHOM CUACThE, Y Hee KPYKMIJIACh TOJIOBA M HA IJ1a3aX BBICTYIAIH CIIE3BI.

— Munocepnnsiii boxe! — menTana ona. — [Ipoctu mHe Moe cuactbe! A ecnu Tl HE MOKelIb,
TO OCYIM MeHsI B OyAyIlel KU3HU MCKYTATh KAk Ikl JIeHb TerepenrHero 01axkeHCTBa 1eTbIM BEKOM
CTpAITHEHIIINX MYK, ITOKa HaKOHeI] 51 CHOBa, CHOBa COeMHIOCH ¢ HUM! U 51 Oyy HeycTaHHO Haller-
THIBaTh eMy, 4To Thl CXOMWIJI Ha 3eMJII0 B 00pa3e CMUPEHHOTO CMEPTHOTO, YTOOBI M30aBUTh HAC OT
Opemenu Hammx rpexoB! {1 cmacy ero aymny... yBbl, U3 ceOsUTIOOMS: KaKylO IIEHY UMeeT ISl MeHs
paii co BceM ero OiaxkeHCTBOM 0e3 TOro, KOro s JIOIII0 OOJbIle BCEro B Mupe!

Ha ee nuiie menbkHYya cBeTiast yabpioka. Eil mouymuiock, 4To XpucTUaHckui bor ycmpimai ee:
Takoe HeOeCHOe CIIOKOWCTBUE U MUP HAIIOJHUIIM €€ Ceplie.

Omna Bckoumna. B mepuctuie pazganuck maru PaoHa, BEpHOTO, MIPEeJaHHOTO pada, KOTOPOMY
Knasnuit Hepon nopyuus 3aBeoBaTh MajleHbKON BUJLION.

AKT3 3Hana, 4to o3Havamm 3tv maru. C BepxHel rajepen PaoH yBUIaT 3HAKOMBIEC HOCHJIKH,
r7ie 3a IIeJIKOBBIMU 3aHABECAMU CKPBIBAJICS ITPEK PACHBIN [IAPCTBEHHBIN I0HOIIA. YeTBepO HOCHITBIIH-
KOB-JIy3UTAHIIEB B CEPbHIX, MPOCTHIX OfIEXKJaX OTINYATMCH CBOSH MOTYATMBOCTBIO, 1 HUKTO He 00pa-
IaJ1 BHUMAaHUS, KOTJJa OHU MTPOXOAMJIM Yepe3 OCTUYM B HAIMOJOBUHY KPHITHIN ABOP. AKT? TpOIILIa
Yyepe3 NeprCTUIb O KOPUIOPa, U C CUJIbHO OBIOIIMMCS CEepAleM CMOTpea, Kak ee BO3TOOICHHBIH
B IIBETACTON TYHUKE, IEPEKUHYB Ha PYKy OeJyio TOTy, BBIIIET W3 HOCWIOK M HAPABWIICS MPSMO K
POCKOIITHOMY TIOKOIO, TJIe TIATUCBEYHBIN KaHAESOP yke 03apsiT MATKUM CBETOM BEJTMKOJIETTHbIE 000U
Y IparolieHHyIo MeOeb.

Kpacka 3aymna nuio Akra.

Jla, BOCXUTUTETBHO OeceIoBaTh TaM, MO TyOaMu, Cpe/id AYIIUCTIX PO3 Y IIOBTOPSITh YBEPEHUS
B HEM3MEPUMOM, OECKOHEYHOM, B3aUMHOM JTIOOBU.

Ho 3peck, B 3TOM THXOM, YEAWHEHHOM TMOKOE OBUIO elle JIydile, 3/1eCh He HY)XKHO ObUIO ora-
caThCs JTOOOMBITHBIX TJ1a3 UJIH YIIIeH KaKoW-HUOYb HECKPOMHOM CITy’KaHKHU; B TOM YTOJIKE OHU ObLTH
BITOJIHE OT/IEJIEHBI OT OCTAJILHOTO MHUPA.

Marnenbkasi KOBaHasi /IBepb 3aTBOpWJIAch 3a HUMHU. Ha crone u3 OnecTsmero JMMOHHOTO
JepeBa, Moj1 3a/ICPHY THIM JIETKOU 3aHABECHI0 OKHOM CTOSUTU CepeOPSHBIN KYBIIIMH C IPeYeCKUM BUHOM
1 JIBE YaIlli Co 3Mee00pa3HbIMU HOKKaMu. [lepenn 00uToi po30Boil MaTeprieit copoii CTOSUT CTOTMK
C DYIIMCTHIMU TUTOJAMHU U TIJIOCKUM OJTIOIOM, HATIOJIHEHHBIM CYXUM JIMMOHHBIM IeueHbeM. HepoH
ycamuit AKT3 psIOM ¢ cOOOM U CTPACTHO OOHSLI ee.

— Haxkoneri, HakoHeI s OTSITh ¢ TOOOW ! — ITPOIIENTaN OH, Ieys e CTHIIUBO OIYIEHHOE JIUIIO
Y POCKOIIIHBIE BOJIOCHI, BOJTHOW COETaBIIIKe I10 ee IIedam.
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OOHSB ero 3a I1el0, OHA HeKHO TJIauiIa ero rycThie KyApy U BAPYT B MOPBIBE OYPHOM CTpacTu
MIPUHUKJIA K €rO TPYIH.

OTU TIOPHIBBI YyBCTBA OOJIbIIIE BCEro HPAaBWIMCh HepoHy; OT CKpPOMHOM, MOUTH OOS3TMBON
3aCTEHYMBOCTH U CIIEPKaHHOCTH, AKT? BHE3AITHO TIEpeXOnyIa K IPOSBJICHUIO CAMOU ropsiuei, mpe-
JaHHOM, 6€3MEPHON CTPacTH.

— Tbl moOuIIL MeHsI? — TIOBTOPSUI MMIIEPATOpP CBOW BEYHBIN BOMPOC. — Thl BCIIOMUHATA 000
MHe?

— 4 mymana o Tebe Kakayl CeKyHIy, — 3aMUpast OT cyacThs, oTBeyasia AKTI. — A Toi? Thl
MeHsI BCTIOMUHAJI TaM, CPeJId BCE ITOU 3HATH, T CTOJIBKO MPEKPACHBIX KEHIUH U JEBYIIEK, T
ThI OKPYK€H BCEMHU TIOUECTSIMH U TJIe TOBCIOAY 151 TeOsI pacCTaB/IeHbl BCEBO3MOKHbIE CETH?

—BoxecTBeHHas1 AKT3, Thl IpeyBennurBaeiib. [IoBeps MHe, eciii Obl KpacoTa BCeX KEHITUH OT
Tanauca 10 6eperoB okeaHa BOTUIOTHIIACH B OMHOM OOOJILCTUTEILHOM CYILECTBE, 51 U TO HE BIIJISTHYJT
OBl Ha HETo, M CKa3as Obl O0kecTBeHHOU AdpoauTe: Bce TBOU COBEPIIIEHCTBAa — HUUTOXKECTBO B CPaB-
HEHUM ¢ AKTI, MOeil OelOKypoil KpacaBullel, OONbIIUE I71a3a KOTOPOM Tak ITTyOOKO 3arisibIBaioT
MHE B JIyIIly ¥ TOBOPST: 3[IeCh TBOSI POJIMHA, 11€3aph !

— Ha, Tak s mymaio! 51 moOmo TeOs Beet TyIon, 4yiHbIi, Toporoit yesnoBek! S TBos1, M ocTaHyCh
TBOEH, XOTs1 OB MHE MPHUIIIOCH 3aTUIATUTh 32 3TO BEYHOU T'MOebIo!

U oHa 3akpbina 171a3a, Kak Obl OCJIeTIeHHas: He3eMHBIM OJieckoM ee GoroTBopumMoro Kinapnus
Hepona.

Kak ona mo6una ero! Takoii 100BU eMy He HalTH BO BCell mMriepuu, Jymain HepoH, BocTop-
KEHHO IS/ Ha Hee.

Brpyr nuiio ero craso nevansHo. Pa3Be He HecuacTbe, 4TO eMy MPUXOAUTCS MPSTATh 3TO COKPO-
BUIIIE, KaK OyJTO IOOOBb AKT? YTO-HUOYIb Ty pHOE WK 1o30pHOoe? Eciu B J0fIsIX ele kuja COBECTb,
ofoopstoIIas AoOphle Jiesa U MOPUIAIoIIasl TypHbIE, TO OH MOT ObITh COBEPIICHHO CIIOKOEH: €ro
COBECTb ObUJIa BITOJTHE YMCTa; OOTY HE MOTIM OblI IOKeJIaTh HUYEro JIyJIero u 6ojiee CripaBeyIiBoro,
YeM COI03 ITUX JABYX JIOOSIINX cepell.

On Havas gymars 00 OKTaBUM, UCTIHITHIBas ce0s1, He OT30BETCS JIM B HEM BHYTPEHHUU TOJIOC
B 3aIlIUTY €ro HeCYaCTHOM KEHBI.

Ho cepaue ero monuasno.

AKT3 ObLJIa €ro UIeaioM U ero KU3HBIO, H, JTI00s ee, OH BUJEN repes] COOO0 TOJIBKO OfIHY 00s1-
3aHHOCTb: OBITH CYACT/IVIBBIM C HEl U JIeJIaTh €€ CYACTIIUBOM.

— AKT3, — CKa3aJl OH, UTpasi ee 30JI0TUCTBIMHU BOJIOCaMH, — AKT3, MOsI 3B€3/1a, MOsI BO3/IIOOJICH-
Has, cYacT/IMBa JIA ThI?

— beckoneuHo cyactiuBa!

— Her nu y Te6s1 kKakoro-HuOyIb TAiHOTO, HEBBICKA3aHHOTO KeJaHus1?

— Her...

— AKT3, 1 BUXKY, Thl KpacHeelb. CKaxyl MHe TmpaBy !

— Hy, s mogymara, kak ObL10 OBl 4yI€CHO, €CJIH ObI 51 MOTJIa MHOT/1A COMPOBOKIATh TeOsI, HAITPH-
Mep, Ha MapcoBo nosie. .. [ToMHuUIb OnakeHHbIN yac B naiatke Mara? Ho Beh 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO. . .

Hepon noamnep pykoii CBOIO IPEKPaCHYIO TOJIOBY.

— HeBo3moxkHO? — nmoBTOpWJI OH. — HO KTO %€ MOeT moMeIath MHe B 3TOM, Joporasi AKT3?

— TBost Math... OKTaBUs. .. CEHAT... IOYEM 51 3HaI0?

— 4 nokaxy Tebe, YTO ThI CHIILHO 30Ty Aaelibcs. Sl uMIiepaTop, 1 MHE TIOBUHYIOTCS IPETO-
pHaHIIBI ¥ BeCh Hapoj. 3aBTpa s He MOry... 3aBTpa s odenao y Tpaszea [1ata. Ho mocneszaBtpa, B
YEeTBEPTOM Yacy, Mbl OTIIPABUMCSI BMecTe Ha MapcoBo mose.

— O, kak cnaBHo! — 1 oHa 3axJionania B JIAJOIIN.

OpauHOYECTBO YeMHEHHOM KU3HU Ha BUJLIE BpEeMEHAMU MOPSI0YHO TATOTUJIO €€, HeCMOTPs Ha
ee yCepIHbIe U YCIIeIIHbIE 3aHATHS C IPEeBOCXOIHBIM PaoHOM, ee IJIaBHBIM padoM, MPenoIaBaBIIIM
el TOCyJapCTBEHHYIO UCTOPHIO M €CTeCTBEHHBIC HAYKH.
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— Tenepp s BUKY, YTO Thl HA MHOTOE TOTOB Pajii MEHS, — C BOCTOProM IpOJOJIKajia OHA. —
Ho s He xouy 3510ynoTpednsth TBOeH 100poToi. OCTOPOKHOCTL €CTh MaTh MyApOCTH. Hackombko ot
MeHSI 3aBUCUT, MEHs He y3HAaeT HUKTO U3 HECHOCHBIX 3eBaK, BEUHO Oerymux K Tede co BceX CTOPOH.
41 3aKpOIOCh ByaJblo.

— lenaii kak xo4emb! A Termepb 3a0yaeMcs ellie Ha HECKOJIBKO MUHYT B CJlIaJIkoi Oecenie! VBBHI,
Yachl MOETo OJakeHCTBA JIETST ¢ OBICTPOTON BOCBMUKpbLUIOro I'epmeca!

— HepoH, moii rocriogux 1 Mo 6or!

— AkT13! AKT3!..

I'masa XII

B camoMm pagyKHOM HaCTPOEHMH HAIpaBJIsAICA UMIIEpaTop ABa IHSA CIYCTS K JAEBYIIKE, HeTep-
TNIeJIMBO OXKUJIABILEH €ro.

CorHile CcTOAIO elle BbICOKO, HO MPOXJIaJAHBIA BETEPOK, C paHHEro yTpa AyBIIui o Tuppen-
CKOTO MOpsl, OCBEXaJl, IIeJeCTs 3eJeHbI0 BBICOKMX KUIAPUCOB U PA3HOCUJI MO BCEMY Cajly apoMar
MY PITypPOBBIX PO3.

PockolHble HOCWIIKM ¢ BOCEMbIO HOCWJIBIIMKAMU-JTy3UTAHIAMU B MOJIYLIENIKOBBIX (PHOJIETO-
BBIX OfIEK/IaX, BMeCTe C OnecTsiie pa3ogeThiMu padamu, ObUIM IOJAPKOM MMIIepaTopa ero oesrpa-
HUYHO JIIOOMMON AKT?.

OH cka3aut eif 00 3TOM, KOrJa OHM BMECTE YCEIUCh Ha MATKUX MOLYIIKAX U 3aJepHY/IU (prosie-
TOBBIE 3aHABECH TaK IUIOTHO, YTO 0e3 0COOOro YCHIMsl HUKTO HE MOT 3aIyIsiHYTh B HOCUJIKH.

Ona no6arogapuia ero ropss4uM IoreTyeM, HO TaK, YTO OH TOHSUT, HACKOJIBKO HUYTOXEH ero
AparolieHHbI 1ap B CPABHEHUH CO CYACTheM OBITh C HUM U 00J1aJaTh €ro J10OO0BbIO.

Brpyr Bcst mokpacHeB, OHa IpUMajia K ero rpyau, Moriaaauia ero o Ieke 1 BIoJIrojoca cKa-
3aja:

— MBblI Tenepb TOUHO HAaCTOSIIIIME MYX U JKeHa, Ipasble nepes borom u 3akoHom! O, HepoH, 3to
ObUIO OBl OOKECTBEHHO. .. SI, psIIoM ¢ TOOOH, Ha PUMCKUX ynuiax! Y MeHsl KpYKHTCS TOJIoBa TpH
071HOM 3T0i1 MbIciu. [103BOJb MHE e111e HEMHOXKKO OTAEpHYTh 3aHaBec! Moe MOKpBIBAJIO TaK IJIOTHO,
YTO MEHs HeJlb35l y3HarTh!

— Kak xenaenib, — orBeyast ummeparop. — TBOH rosioc 1yt MEHsI — roJioc Cy/bOBl.

— Tak my4iie BueH LBeTyIIMil PuM, 1 dynHble ABOPIbL, U IpakaHe B SIPKUX Torax... Bor
MIOYTH MEpesi HAaMU BbETCSI ABEHTUHCKMI XOJIM C XpamoM JluaHsl, a Jajiblie, jeBee, JJIMHHbIA SIHu-
Kysryc. Kak KpacuBo rpaHryar co cBeToM TeMHO-cuHKe TeHn ! Ckaxu, Mbl Tpouraem no popymy? Mue
XOTEeJOCh ObI MOCMOTPETh Ha TBOE IIAPCTBEHHOE XKMIIMILE U BOOOPA3UTh cede, UTo U 51 UMEI0 TIPaBo
nepectynurs 3a nopor Ilanatunymal

— Tbl uMeenIb 310 MpaBo, AKT3!

Omna 3aKkpblIa €My pOT PYKOM.

— He rosopu! [I0BOiBHO TOro, 4TO 51 BHITECHWJIA HecUacTHyl0 OKTaBUIO U3 TBOEro cepiual
Dtoro Oonee, yemM goBoibHO! Ho s mydme ympy, 4em cornainych Ha... Her, [lamatuaym — xpam
HEBUHHBIX, 1 5 CKOpee rOToBa MPUHATH KECTOYANIIYI0 CMepTh y HOr OKTaBUH, YEM OKa3aTbCsl yrpo-
3011 /17151 Hee B ee COOCTBEHHOM JIOME.

— He roBopu Tak 6e3paccyano! A ecitit Obl OHa cama BO3bIMea HAMEPEHHE OTKa3aThCsl OT 3TOTO
CBATWINILA U YIAIUTHCS, OCTAaBUB MEHSI OJJHOTO CPEIM ITOM KECAPCKOM MBIIIHOCTH?

— Omna He caenaer storo! Ho Mel cBopaunBaem... 1o Via Sacra... A TaMm, OCEHSEMBIM Xpa-
MoM [IMOCKypoB, mofgHIMAeTCst K HeOy BEeJIMYaBblil JBOPEI] MIMIIEPaTOpPOB, ABOPELl MOETO CTPACTHO
mooumoro Hepona!

Brpyr oHa OTKMHY/ach Ha3a.

— O, kakag mocanga!

— Y10 ¢ TOOOH? — CIPOCHIT UMITEPATOP.
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— Dro 6b1 [Nannac, noBepeHHbIN UMMeparpulilbi-Matepu. OH MPOIIET MUMO CaMbIX HOCHJIOK
Y y3HaJI MEHSI.

— Ho Th1 3aKkyTana, Kak erunerckasi BOJIIIeOHHIIA.

— He coBcem Tak, a y [Nanmnaca 3opkue mia3a. § Tebe pacckasana yxe. ..

— Jla, THI paccka3zajia MHE, YTO W OH MOJHST B30p Ha HeOecHy AKT?. Kak HecuacT/iuB JIOJKeH
ObITh OH! $I coxasiero 0 HeM OT BCEro cepaua.

— Bce paBHO, OH y3HAJ MeHS, ¥ 5 OOIOCh. . .

— Yero xe, Mosi poOKas JlaHb?

— Y10 OH MOBpEIUT HAM. ..

— Pa3Be 51 He ummneparop?

— Koneuno... Ho uMeHHO Kak uMIiepatop Thl UMeellb YK€ JOBOJBHO BParoB, U sl CUMTAIO
M3JIMIITHUM CO3/1aBaTh HOBBIX HeOOpOsKeIaTeNnel Cpeid YaCTHBIX JIMI, — B OCOOEHHOCTH ke U3 TAKHX,
KaK 3TOT Yrpiomblil, MpauHblii [lanac.

— Tol HecripaBeaMBa K Hemy. K ToMy ke eciv OH 1 y3Hau Te0s1, TO TOYeMY OH 3HAeT, KTO TBON
cryTHUK ? By yBepeHa, uto ero rnogio3peHusi 0 Moei JiloOBH K oTiyieHHue Hukoqrma Ob01u Juib
MUMOJIETHBIM TIpeArnosoxkeHreM. OH UIIET CBOero corepHuka B apyrom Mecre. Kinasauit Hepow,
KOHEYHO, CyMeeT TIOMeIaTh eMy KOCHYThCSI 1aXe BOJIOCKA HA TBOEW 30JI0TUCTOM TOJIOBKE.

— Tol npaB, — nporenTana AKTa. — Benukuin boke, kak 3aeck uynecHo! Bce Mapcosoe mnone
MpeBpaTUIach B OAMH LBETYIIMiA can! Tam matansl U ayObl, 371€Ch OTHEHHBIE LIBETHI CPEIU JTyKaekK.

— Buauis o1 rpomaansie K.H.LI. nepen konoHHaMu MpamMopHO# rajepeu?

— 9ro 3Haunt «Knasauit Hepon Lle3apb», — ¢ Boctoprom Bckpuvasia AKT3. — Best pockolib
1 Bech OJIeCK MUpa Ka)KyTCs MHE CYIIECTBYIOIIUMHU TOJIBKO AJIsI TOTO, YTOOBI YeCTBOBATh TeOs1, MOt
€IUHCTBEHHO JIIOOMMBI !

— A mocpeny 3TOi POCKOIIH Thl BCE-TaKHM €IMHCTBEHHAS KEMUYKHUHA, JAloIIasi MHe UCTHHHOE
CUacCThe.

— IIpaBaa mm 3107 — TyKaBO B3MJISIHYB HAa HETO, TUXO CIIPOCKJIA OHA.

— Takas ke npaBja, Kak To, YTO MafiCKOE COJTHIIE CHSIET Tereph HaJl HAIIMMU TOJIOBaMH, a Bed-
Hasl BECHA IBETET B HalIMX cepauax! AKTd, AKT3, s HE MOTY BBIPA3UTh CIIOBaMH, Kak sl HEy3HaBa-
€MO M3MEHMUJICS C TeX TOp, KaK Thl MoOIb MeHs! Tereps s MoHMMalo mprpoay ¥ caMoro cedsi; Bed-
HOE ’KeJIaHWe, HATIONHSIoIIee MUp, AJIs1 MeHs He 3araaka Oosnbiie. U 51 yOexaeH, uTo 9T0 KelaHue —
Kakaa ¥ CTpeMJIEHHE K CYACThIO — €CTh AMHCTBEHHOE TJIONOHOCHOE 3€PHO HAlllel Ku3HH. JKU3Hb —
mMoOOBb; )KU3Hb — KejaaHue. Y pa3Be yeMy WHOMY YUHTe Bbl, Ha3apsiHe, IIEPEHOCSIIINE ITO KeJlaHue
Aaxe 3a Mopor CMEPTH, TJ/Ie Bbl HAJIEETeCh HAUTH BEYHYIO KU3Hb U BEUHOE CYACThe?

AKT> ciymana ¢ HeBBIPAa3UMOU JTIOOOBBIO, TIPUIIAB K €ro IUIeYy 3aKyTaHHON B TOKPBIBAJIO
T'OJIOBKOIA.

— Bor nanarka eruntsiHuHa, — yke ApyruM ToHOM 3aroBopui HepoH. — Ckoib TSKKO BOCIIO-
MHUHaHHUE O TOM, KaK Jep3KO pacropsinics TBOMM cuacTbeM JiyKasblii Hukonum! Bo3myturensHo!
Mynpbliil ¥ CipaBeAJIMBbINA YEJIOBEK YITyCTHII U3 BUJLY JIMIIb TO, YTO YMCTOE CEpIIIe IEBYIIKU HE MPO-
JaXHBII TOBAp, & COKPOBHUIIIE, OTIABAEMOE €10 CaMOi IO CBOOOHOMY BJICUYEHHIO. . .

— Her, He o cBOOOTHOMY BJIEUEHHIO, a ITOJ] IPMOM HeNpeKJIOHHOH JIo0Bu. O, s modusa Teds
1o 6e3ymusi... Eciu Obl TOrz1a ThI B35JT MEHS 32 PYKY, 1 CJIENO momuia Obl 32 TOOOW Ha Kpaii CBeTa. . .

— Ha, s ynmycTui ciydai. .. — oropueHHo 3ameTii1 HepoH, HO TyT ke Becesio nmpubasu: — besy-
Mer s1! OOnaiass BceM, s elle MycKaioch B ceToBaHust! Bymem HacnaxaaThCss HACTOSIIUM, AKTS!
[NeyanbHble MbIC OE€3YMHBI IPY B3aMMHOM JTI0OBH. [la, BOT majiaTka erunTssHUHA, HO Tenepb 51 cMe-
1och HaJl Helt! PasBe s1 He B ThICAUY pa3 cuacTivBee, YeM ObUT MPOILIoi oceHbio? Pa3Be Teneps s He
3HAIO0 TOTO, YTO ThI JIIOOUIIIL MEHS, O YeM TOr/Ia He TIo103peBa’?

— MHe HpaBurtcs, Korjaa Tel Takoi! CMOTpH, Kako# Oneck u cusinue cpenu ameit! [osciony
s1 BUKY MOEro BO3/MOOJIEHHOTO, B MpaMope, OpoH3e, cepedpe, 30J0Te — U TOBCIOAY OH OJIMH U TOT
ke, TOCTONHBIN 000xaHust ['epo. ¥V Tebs npeecTHeHMiA poT, Kakoy st Korga-ioo Buaena. YyaHsie
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ryObl, CO3/IaHHBIE [Is1 TIOLIENTyeB, ISl TIeCeH U KpacHopeuwsi. HepoH, st ¢ yma coiily OT CAMOMHEHHMS 1
ropnocty. Bo Bcem 06uTaeMoM MEpe 3ByIHT TBOE O0KECTBEHHO-CIaIKoe uMs. .. — Hepon! — meruer
JIy3UTaHel] ¥ OYTUTEILHO MPEKJIOHSET KOJICHU Tepeji TBOMM M300pakeHueM. — HepoH, — pa3naercs
B Azum u B Appuke. — Hepon, — cipiuures B ['aiy v o Ty CTOPOHY IpaHUILIbl, Y TEPMAHIIEB. . .

— Kotoperle, omHako, HM B KAKOM CJTy4ae He MPEKJIOHSIOTCS Mepejl CTaTys MU uMIeparopa!

— Her? [Touemy net?

— INotoMy 4YTO OHM CBOOOIHBIN HAPOA W HE MOCHLIAIOT CBOM BOWICKA CIIEIOM 3a PUMCKUMU
opJamu.

— Ho T#I emme HegaBHO MoKa3biBal MHE U3 BepXHEW KOMHATHI HAllleld BUJUTBI XaTTCKOTO BEJb-
MOXY B PUMCKOM BOOPYKEHUU !

— 310 6811 ['U30, chIH XaTTCKOrO BOX s Jlomnapust. [M30 cirykuT y Hac, YTOObI HAYUYUTHCS PUM-
CKOMY SI3bIKy ¥ BOGHHOMY MCKYCCTBY, BIIOCJICICTBIU IPUMEHHNB CBOM TO3HAHUS Yy ceOsl Ha POIUHE.

— Tol mo3BONIKI eMy 3TO?

— [Nouemy Het? Ecnut OBl 51 3anpeTri1, To He OBLIO ObI 3TO MOXOXkE Ha TO, YTO PUMCKAsl UMIIEPH S
OOMTCS CBOMX COCEJIel repMaHIIeB?

— Tw1 paB, 51 He ogyMasa 00 3TOM.

— K ToMy ke 3TOT MOJIOON XaTT yKe IIeJpO BO3HArPaAWI HAC 3a TO, YeM Mbl eMy ObUIN
TIOJIE3HBI, OKa3aB HaM OOJIbIINE YCIyrd B OOpbOe ¢ BOCCTaBIIMMU MapgsiHAMU Ha BOCTOKE U eIle
IBYMsI CEBEpHBIMU CAPMATCKUMH TUIEeMEHAMU, He TTPOSIBIISIBUIMMY HU MaJICHINErO YBaKEHUS K PUM-
CKOMY BEJIMYHIO.

— Kak cuactimBa Obuta OHI s, ecii Obl MOIJIA pa3/ieNisiTh ¢ TOOOU BCe TBOM Jeya! — B3IOXHYJIa
AKT3.

— PasBe ThI He pUMeUaelIb, 4To 51 CaM MEPecTa Cepbe3HO OTHOCUTHCS K HUM? Thl M KpacoTta
MIpUPOIBl — BOT MOW MHp, MOe HacTosiiiee U Oyayinee. B3missHu Kak BHE3alHO 3acusijia BeplIvHa
craporo xpama Munepssl! CosHIle CKIIOHSIETCS K 3amay, ¥ caMa OOTHHS MyAPOCTH KaK Obl BRIpaXkaeT
MHEe 000peHHe STUM CHOIIOM JIy4ell CBOEro paccemBaloNIero Mpak cBeTua!

— Ha, Hacrosimee u O6yayee! CeromHs e Be4epoM MBI BHIITbEM 3a IpoliBeTanue. .. Ho ckaxwu,
KTO 3Ta POCKOIIHAs KEHIIMHA B HOCWIKAX PsIOM C KpacuBoul ypoxkeHkou Boctoka? Hocumku
OJeIHO-KpacHble, a HOCWIBIIMKA B TEMHO-KEIThIX ofexaax?.. OHa mpeKkpacHa, HO TUIAMEHHbIN
B3IJVISI/L €€ I71a3 MyraeT MeHsl. ..

— Tel HuKOTAA He cbixana o [lonmee Cadune, cynpyte Oto, Apyra Moero nercra?

— Kak xke, kak *ke... Ho cMoTpy, kak oHa rsaut Ha Tebst! OHa 1eds y3Hana! Ee ropgoe o
Ha MIHOBEHHE MCKA3UJIOCh THEBOM.

— Yo THI AENaEUIb?

— IlpunepxuBaio 3aHaBECKY, [IOKA MbI IPOMAEM. . .

— Yto0BI BABOWHE NIPUBJIEYb €€ BHUMAHHUE?

— Yto0BI yKpBITH TEOS OT ee qypHoro rinasza. Ckaxu, HepoH, 4acTo Tl BCTpedaenbes ¢ Heit?

— OueHb peaKo, U K TOMY Ke s TaK XKe HEeYSI3BHM, JJaKe JJIs CaMbIX AypPHBIX I71a3, KaK eCliu
ObI HOCWJI aMyJIeT Ha Iiee.

— MBplI, Ha3apsiHe, HE BEpUM B Uy/lI0JEUCTBEHHYIO CUJTy TUX Belllel, — Bo3pasuia AKT3. — Ho
eci Obl THI OTpe3aJl PsIIb MOMX BOJIOC M BCEra HOCHII Obl ee ¢ COOOM, s [yMaio 3TO MPUHECIO Obl
TeOe cuacThe.

— CeronHs ke s MOXUIILY 30JI0TyI0 TpsiAKy! OHa 3aIUTUT MEHs, 1a)e eClIi Bce BOKPYT MajeT
B pa3BaJIMHAX.

— Ckaxu, KTO 3Ta YEepHOBOJIOCAsI, YTO CHJIENA PSAAOM C Heil? Y Hee TakkKe KaKOW-TO B3IJISA. ..
CJIOBOM, OHM TIOIXOZST APYT K Apyry!

— Tor gymaens? 1o Xazapa, noapyra [lormen Cadbunsl. [1po Hee roBopsT, OyATO OHA MO YN
BmoOnena B Papakca. ..

— B dapaxca?
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— Hy na, ®apakca, HOBOMCIIEYEHHOTO LIEHTYPUOHA IBapAWH.

— 3TO TOT, KOTOPHIH. .. HO HET, TOT/Ia OH OBLI ellle COIIATOM FOPOJICKON KOTOPTHI.

— ToT cambIii, TOT camblii, KOTOPBIH Bell Toraa Apremuaopa. JIlooumIlbl IMIiepaTpyilbl ATpHII-
MUHBI OBICTPO WIYT B TOPY. ..

— Hy, s npenocrassio Xaznpy Papakcy u ®apakca Xazape. 3Haerib v, HepoH, MHe X0Teoch
ObI, 4TOOBI BCE KPyroM ObUTHA Becesibl U cyacTauBbl. O, ecv Obl 1 MOIJIa MOBEJIeBaTh, He OBLIO Obl
OoJIbIIIe HU TOPSi, HU CTPaJlaHui, HO OfIHA TOJIBKO CBET/Iasi paJOCTh U BO3IJIACH BECEIIbS. . .

— Tak ocTaHOBM ke CMEpPTbh, BHIPHIBAIOIIYIO Y MaTepH IBETYIIEE IUTS, y OTLA — MPEKPACHOTO
cbiHa! YHUUTOXKB O€3yMHBIE JIIOICKME HAaJekKIbl, OOJIE3HU U MEe/IJIEHHO HACTYMAIOIYIO CTAPOCTh !

370 OBUIH MOCTIETHIE CePbe3HBIE CJIOBA UX Pa3roBopa. Kak pocKoIIHO mpocTupamy Haj J0po-
rOil CBOM pa3BECUCTHIE BETBHM BBICOKHE BSI3bl, MMHUM U KieHbl! [Ipy KaxaoM MOBOpPOTE HOCHIIOK
OTKPBIBAJIMCh BCE HOBbIE BOCXUTHUTEbHBIE BUMIbI, TO HA MSATUBEPIIMHHYIO ropy Copakre, TO Ha BO3-
BBIIIIEHHOCTH AJIbOBI MM HA JJTUHHBIH, KMBOMMCHO PAa30PBaHHBIN psijJj CAOMHCKHUX XOIMOB. barHs
MelieHsl BeTMYaBO BBIIEISIACh Ha TOTyOOM HEOOCKJIOHE, a KpPYroM, HACKOJIBKO MOT BHIETH IJ1a3,
[BEJIN OECUMCIICHHBIE 1[BETHI, BUJINCH TIOJI3yUYre PACTEHUS U 3eJICHENTN CBEXHUE, TYCThe KyCTApPHUKH.

ConHIie ellie He yCIeso CKPBIThCs 3a SIHUKYJIBCKOM BEPIIMHOM, KaK cYacT/IvBasi 4eTa yxe Bep-
Hy/ach Ha BULTY. HepoH yxuHan ceromas y AKTa. [leByiika 6e3yMHO pajioBajiach 3TOW BOCXUTH-
TEJIbHON MIPUXOTH M 3aKa3aja CBOEMY IOBapy camble M3bICKaHHble Omona. COOCTBEHHBIMU PyKaMU
HAJIMB B Yally BO3TIOOJIEHHOMY UCKpHUCTOE (hasiepHCKOE, OHA TIOHSIA CBOM KyOOK.

— Yto 32 uyHBIN JIeHb! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA. — BBITTbeM ke 3a HacTosIee U 3a OyayIiee, [oM-
HUIIb, KaK MBI YCJIIOBUJIUCh B HOCHJIKaX !

OH 3a10M BBIIIJT BUHO ¥ SHEPTUYHBIM JBHKEHHEM ITOCTABUII Yallly Ha CTOJ.

— Ipuny ko MHe! — mIenHy1 OH, 0OHUMAs CTPOMHBIN CTaH AKT3, OOBUBIIIEH PyKaMH €ro IIe. . .

Bapyr B aBepp nocsliaics CTyK, JErkKui, ciepkKaHHbIi, HO B TO %€ BPEMs1 YBEPEHHBDII, TOUHO
CTYYaBIIMI cYMTAI ceOsl B TIpaBe HAPYIIUTDh YeJUHEHUE JTIOOSIIEH YeThI.

[e3app BCKOUMII, HAXMY PUBILHCD.

— Y10 3T0 3HAUMT? — JPOXKA OT r'HEBA, CIIPOCHIT OH.

— He nonumato. U3 ciryr HUKTO He mocMes Obl. .. MoxeT ObiTh, PaoH?

— ®aoHy U3BECTHO, YTO 51 CTPOKAMIIIE 3AMPETHII eMY ... — CKa3aJl UMIIEpaTop.

— HaBepHoe, cyuusioch 4To-HHOYIh HEOOBIYAHOE, €CTIM OH PEIIMICS OCIyIaThcs Te0s, —
npepsajia AKT3.

— Xouerb, 4TOOBI 1 OTBOPHJI IBEPb?

— He otBOpsiii, a cipocu oTcIofa, YTO HYXKHO.

Ona noGietHe a Mpyr BHE3AITHOM CTYKe, HapyIIMBIIEM OJIakeHHYI0 THIIMHY W TIPO3BYYaBIIEM
B €€ yIIax Moj00HO MPU3bIBY BOEHHOU TPYOBI.

— Kak y mens 3a6uioch cepaiie, — OOsI3JIMBO MPOU3HECTIA OHA.

— Hoporas gypouka! — cka3as oH, JJACKOBO IJIaJisl € M0 POCKOIIHBIM BOJIOCaM. — Yero Thl UCITy-
rajace? Yto MOxeT yrpoxarh Tede, Takoi JOOPON M KPOTKOHM U 3alMIICHHOW PYKOW MMIiepatopa?

[Nomoiast K 1BEpH, OH OTOIBUHYJ 3aABUKKY U CIIPOCHUI CKBO3b IIEJTb:

— 970 THI, PaoH?

— Ja, moBenuTeNb! — MOCHBIIAIICS CepKaHHBI Tooc. — [IpocTu, ecnu B MoeM Oe3MepHOM
CMSITEHHH $1 TIpeHedper TBouM 3arperoM. Ho ciyunsiock HeuTo HeoObYaiHoe.

— INopoxau MuHYTY !

OH oOpatuics K AKT3.

— 3910 PaoH. MoxkeT OH BOUTH?

— Toxanyii! — yxe c JIIOOOMBITCTBOM OTBEUYaJla OHA, XOTsI BCE eIlle Jpo’kaja OT BHE3AITHOTO
UCITyTA.

Pab Boimesn ¢ moYTUTETIHHBIM MTOKJIOHOM.

— T'oBopu! — npukazan Hepon.
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— Bor B uem zeno. 4 crosin y Bxoma v o00Bajcs MpeKpacHbIM BeUepOM, Kak BAPYT KO MHE
TOIONIE)T KAaKOW-TO YeJIOBEK, C JIMIIOM HAIOJIOBUHY 3aKPBITHIM KAITIOIIOHOM €ro MEeHYJIBl, U rpyoo
CIPOCUIT: «31IECh KUBET AKT, oTmyIieHHua Hukoamma?»

— Yro ke Thl OTBETUJI? — CIIPOCUJI 11€3aPb.

— OTBeTHI KOPOTKO U SICHO, UTO OH Haxall.

— HyxHo otaarh Tebe cripaBeiIMBOCTh, PaoH, Tl CTOMIIIL BhIIIe CBETCKOro ooparieHus! Kak
’Ke TIOHPaBUJIACh HAXaJTy TBOSI OTKPOBEHHOCTH ?

— BpocuBiimch Ha MeHsI, OH CXBAaTWJI MEHs 3a TPYIb U, OJTYIUB HECKOJBKO YIApOB KYJIaKOM,
37I00HO 3apeBes. «YXK He XOYelllb JIU Thl pa3blTPhIBaTh OCKOPOJIEHHOTO, MPE3peHHBIN CBOTHUK? S
MIPUIIENT OT UMEHH BBICIIUX BJIACTEH, MOTYIMX YHHUUTOXHUTH TeOs!» — CKaxu ele OiHO CJIOBO, U
BOOBIO TeOsI BCEro B 3eMJTI0! — paccepyBIIUCh, KPUKHYJI 1 B CBOIO O4Yepe/ib. YBUIAB, UTO MEHs He
JIETKO MICITYTaTh, OH C/IeNajiCs BeXKJIMBEE U IMOCTIe HECKOJIBKUX HAMEKOB OT/IaJI MHE BIBOE MepeBsi3aH-
HYIO BOCKOBYIO JIOITIEUKY. «Jlel0 OueHb CIenHoe, — Cepbe3HO MPUOABMIT OH, — Cy/Ib0a 11e3apsi 3aBUCHT
OT HEMEeJICHHOH nepesiauu 31oil gomeuku! Criemy xe, He Tepsisi Hh MrHoBeHust!» — U s nmpubesxan
CIofia, BOIIPEKH TBOEMY TOBEJICHHIO; IPOCTH MEHSsI, HO s MoJIaraji, 4To, ObITh MOXET, ICHCTBUTEILHO
TYT YTO-HUOYIh BAKHOE M YTO ITOTO JKeJlaeT Cyaboa.

®PaoH yiues.

BasiB co cTona cepeOpsAHBIT HOX 11 (PPYKTOB, UIMITEPATOP pa3pe3at ITHYPKH JIOMIEYKHU U BIIOJ-
rojioca C MpOHUEH pouen cieaylomiee:

«DBoIBIIIEH pabbiHe AKT?, Ha MOrudes cede 0OCBOOOKICHHOW PUMCKUM JBOPSHUHOM Jloiuem
Huxoaumowm, nmociaHueM CUM MpeArchiBaeTCsl HeMeJIJIEHHO Pa30pBaTh CBOIO CBSI3b C BLICOKHM ITOBE-
JIMTEJIEM UMIIepUH 1 6e3 COITPOTUBJICHU I BO3BPATUTH 00XKECTBEHHOT'O MMIIepaTopa ero 01aropoHou
cymnpyre, C OTYassHUEM IO HEM TOCKYIOIIEH.

Cama OxTaBusl HUYEro He 3HaeT 00 3TOM IMOCTIaHUM, TOMY CBHJETeNb Bcemorymui FOmurep.
UyBcTBa CripaBe/I/TMBOCTU U Oaropa3yMust AUKTYIOT 3TH CTPOKU BEPHBIM ChIHAM OTEYeCTBA.

Ecnmu ornymmeHHuna AKT? BHEMJIET YBEIIAHUIO U COTJIACUTCS Yepe3 TpY JHS HaBCerja MOKH-
HYTh PYM, TO MpUBEpKeHIIbI IOHON UMITEPATPUIIBI OKAXYT MUJIOCTh U HE CTaHYT HU IpeciieoBaTh
OTHYIIIEHHUITY AKT3, HA TIpeJaayT ee 3a MPOCTYIOK Ha CyJl uIaM, a HallpOTHB, B JIeHb OThe3/1a el
BbIJJaHa OyJIeT cyMMa, KOTopasi ee 00eCIieunT Ha BCIO KU3Hb.

ComnporusiieHre ke AKT? HaBJieUeT Ha Hee caMble yKacHbIe ToCIeIcTBrA. JINIo, HampaBisio-
1iee 3TO MocaHue, UMeeT BJIACTh M HAMEPEHHE TIPUBECTU B MCIIOIHEHHE BCE, YeM el YTpOXKaloT.

AKT3 JIOJDKHA CEerofHs e OOBSBUTh O CBOEM COIJIACHH, B30OW[s HA BEPXHIOI rajiepeio CBO-
€ro XWIWIIA B Hauajie BTOPOM HOYHOM CTPaXku U SIBCTBEHHO TpousHecs: “Ila, s ye3xai”, — Korjaa
YBUIUT MPOXOASAIIETO MUMO YeJIOBeKa B COMPOBOXACHUM (pakeoHocHa. OTIMUUTETIbHBIN PU3HAK
9TOro YeJioBeKa Oy/IeT OrHeHHO-KPACHBIN TUIATOK Ha TIeHyJIe ¥ TPOMKO IPOM3HECeHHBIe ¢ioBa: “OHa
packauBaetcs” !»

Hepon 3akoHum untarh. AKT3, Kak MOpakeHHasi TPOMOM, cHjesa Ha OpOH30BOM CKaMbe U U3-
T0J1 TIOJTYOMYILEHHBIX PECHUL €€ KATUJIUCh KIYUHe CJIE3BI.

CroKoWHO, XOTsI C TAHBIM CMYIIIEHUEM, MOJIOkWI HepoH J1o1ieuky Ha CTOI.

— BoszmoOnenHasi! — HeXXHO CKa3aJl OH, MOAXOMs K AEBYIIKe. — § y3Halo MoYepK, HeCMOTPsI Ha
TO, YTO €r0 OYEHb CTAPAJICh U3MEHHUTH !

[Mnauymas AKT3 OBICTPO TIOAHSLIA TOOBY; HepoH 00Tep el MOKphIe IeKH TIOJION €€ OfIeKIbl.

— DT0 MOYepK MOEW MaTepy, UMIIEpPaTpULbl ATPUIIIIMHBI, — TOP;KECTBEHHO CKazal oH. — OHa
BOJWJIA CTUJIEM C HECKA3aHHBIM TIIAHWEM, MECTaMH MPOBOJs JMHUY, JOKEHCTBOBABIINME BBECTU
MeHsI B 3a0myxaeHue. Ho s 3Ha1o ee mucbMo, axke eciii Obl OHA B3yMalla MUCATh JIEBOW PYKOML.
Barnsau Ha ee A u moutu rpedeckoe C! K tomy e, KTo B 11eioM Pume niep3nys Obl oOparmarbest K
BO3JIIOOJIEHHON UMIepaTopa ¢ TAKMMU YyIOBUIIHBIMU yIpo3aMu’?

AKT3 B3JI0XHYJIA.
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— TBost MaTh /11 MeHsI, KOHEYHO, €llle CTPAIIIHEEe TBOEH JKEHbI.

— OkraBus cepbe3Ha M ciepkaHHa, — Bo3pa3wi HepoH. — Ee mo00Bs KO MHE ucuesa yxe
naBHO. B aToM THI mpaga. [Ipexae yem 3amono3puth OeaHylo OKTaBUIO B 3TOW UHTPUTE, ST 3aI0fI0-
3prJT Obl HEKOTOPBIX TOCYJAPCTBEHHBIX JIIOZIEH, HEIOBOJIBHBIX CEHATOPOB M OMaropofHbix. MHorue,
HEHABUJSIIME YPE3MEPHYIO BJIACTh ATPHUIIIMHBI, OXOTHO MOCIAIU Obl TO0OHOE MUCHMO C Hamepe-
HHEM BOOPYXHUTb HAC MPOTUB Moel Matep. HeKoTopble 3HaTHBIE 1aMbl TaKXke C HEYOBOJIbCTBUEM
MPUMEYAloT, YTO CO BpeMEHH M3BECTHOTrO MpaszaHectsa y ®napusi CueBrHa, s1 U30€rai BCIKUX TOpP-
xectB. Ho Bce 310 sminb mycthie npennonoxenus. S yoexnaeH, uto yragan. O60poTsl peur 37ech
TaKkKe OONMYAIOT BHICOKOMEPHYIO TIOBEJIMTEIbHUILY, HUKOT/IA He BHIPAKABIIYIO HM OIHOTO JKEJIaHUS
0e3 TOro, 4ToObl OHO HE ObUIO MIHOBEHHO UCIIOJIHEHO.

— Kakoe Hecuactbe! — mpocroHasa AKT3.

— Hecuactbe? Kak? Kro rocnonus n umneparop Puma, s niamn Arpunmnuza?

— Ona TBOSI MaTh!

— ThI x0uemb cKazarh, YTO OHA TOBEJIEBAET MHOM, IIOTOMY YTO JIOCelie sl TepIies ee BMellla-
TEeJILCTBO B rocyaapcTBeHHble Jena? Tl ommoOaenibess, AKT3! Eciu s TorycKat 3To 10 CUX Iop, TO
€IMHCTBEHHO JIMIIb TIOTOMY, YTO MHE TaK XOTeJOCh. §l He a3uaTcKuil 1apb, KOTOPOMY AOCTABJISIeT
YIOBOJIbCTBHE JIaTh TIOYYBCTBOBATH CBOE HEOI PAHMYEHHOE MOTYIIIECTBO JaXke B OTJAJICHHEHIIINX MTPO-
BUHIIMSAX. MeHsI He PUBJIEKAIOT HU CIOKHBI MEXaHU3M JIEJIONPOM3BOJICTBA, HU MPOIIECCHl IPak/IaH,
HU MeJIOUHOE YeCToMoOne BOeHHBIX. Bee, coBepiitaeMoe MHOM B 3TOM 0OJIACTH, 51 COBEPIIIAIO TIO 00sI-
3aHHOCTH. [Tonnep:xuBaemslii ¢ ofHOM cTOpoHbl CeHEeKoM, ¢ Apyror TanHCTBeHHbIM Jlionmem Huko-
IUMOM, $ IIeJT TI0 pa3 U30paHHOMY IyTH; HO YeM OOJbllle CIyTHUKHA MOM OCBOOOXKIATM MEHS OT
0OpEeMEeHUTENILHOM MyTEeBOW MOKJIAKH, TEM Jierye CTAHOBHUJIOCh Y MeHsI Ha jayine. 51 yenoBek, AKT?,
APYT BCETO MPEKPACHOTO U OJIArOPOIHOTO, 5 XYJOKHHK U T03T. Ho mpesk/ie Bcero, s HesKHO JII0OSIINI
6e3yMell, KOTOPOMY OJIMH Yac B TBOMX CIAAKUX OOBATUSAX AOpoXke Thicsuu TpuyMdoB. C Tex nop
Kak Thl MOSl, 1 TIPEIOCTaBII Bce ApYruM. ArpunmuHa ¢ CeHeKou MpaBsAT rocyAapCTBOM, I 5Ke TOJIbKO
u3peaKa BUXych ¢ Byppom, na ¢ ycepaabiM TuUreisiMmHOM, TPy Cilyvyae MoAAEpKUBAIOIIAM PACIIONO-
JKEHUE KO MHE COJIJIAT 3HAYUTETbHBIMU JIEHEKHBIMU TIofapKamH. Tereps ke, Korja OHU XOTSAT OTHSITh
y MEHsI MO€ eJUHCTBEHHOE, OCTaBJIEHHOE MHOM JIJ1s ce0s1 COKPOBHUIIIE, TeNIEph OHK MIOUYBCTBYIOT, YTO
OfIHa MUJIOCTh MOSI ClieJIajia MX TeM, YTO OHU €CTh; 5 IOKaXy UM, KTO TOCIIOIUH 3]€Ch, U JI0 TIOCTIe-
Hell Karuti KpoBU Oyly OTCTauBaTh MOE cuacThe!

— Tw1 moryoumb ceds1! — BockmkHy1a AKT3. — He 6opuck nmpotus Teuenusi! He BoccraBait
0e3yMHO MPOTHUB I'po3HOM criibl! HepoH, mo0oBb Mos, Thl B 3a0myxaeHun! [loBeps MHE, HENIb3s B
OJIHO MTHOBEHHE CXBATUTh BBIMYILIEHHYIO U3 PYK Y31y, U, IPEXJe YeM Thl CXBATHIIb €€, TBOSI AKT
yXke OyIeT cMsTa U pa3/iaBjieHa MOTyYHMHU KOTbITaMH !

OH OypHO CcXBaTWJI €€ 3a TAJMIO JIEBOW PYKOU U MOAHSB NIPABYIO, IPOM3HEC CTPAIITHYIO KIISITBY
3aIlIMIIATh €€ A0 MOCIEIHErO U3bIXaHusl.

Kpenko mprkaBmmch K HeMy, OHa eJIOBaJIa €ro CJIaJKo M HeXHO, KaK yMesla OHa OfHa, C
3aCTEHUMBOCTBIO JIEBYILIKU M CTPACTHIO KEHIIHHBI.

— Hepon, uTo xe MHe zienath? — THXO cripocuia oHa. — Ckaxu! f Oymy ciierno nmoBUHOBATLCS
TeOe, XOTs Obl MHE TIPUIIIIOCh YMEPETh !

— Tl crIOKOMHO OCTaHelbcs ToMa, — YIIsIOHYcss HepoH, oTBedas Ha ee nonenyu. — [Ipukaxu
BepHoMy DaoHy 3amepeTh Ha JBOMHBIE 3arOpbl OCTUYM U MocTHKym! f ceifuac e mpunuio tede
JBEHAIIaTh MOUX TeJIoXpaHuTenel. Eciu He3HakoMell, He CIIbIIa TBOETO OTBETa, CAEIaeTCsl HaBs3-
YMB, PUKAXU eMy youpartbcsi. Eciu u Tora oH OyaeT ynopcTBOBaTh, Thl BEJIMIIb €10 CXBAaTUTh. Elre
onuH nouenyi, AkTa! Kak dynHo maxnyT TBoM Bostockl! Haprmccamu u pozamu! O, 3tu ryoku! Tak
0001IpuUCh ke, 000KaeMOoe AUTSI, MOe CIaAKOe COKPOBHIIIE!

— IMpomaii! — npomentana AkTa. — [Ipomai, Mubii!
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— Jlomeuky 3Ty sl BO3bMY C COOOM, — eJIOBBIM TOHOM cKka3al HepoH. — CeroyiHs ke s TOroBopio
¢ Arpurnnusoit. OHa He cTaHeT oTnupathesi. Bo BeskoM citydae, [aaTuHym y3HaeT, Kak mocTynaer
Hepon nipu ybeM Obl TO HA OBLIO MaJICHINEM MTOTOJI3HOBEHUN KOCHYThCA AKT3.

3aKkWHYB 3a IUIEUO TOTY, OH OpOCHJI Ha BO3IIOOJIICHHYIO TOCICTHUA, OSCKOHEYHO HEKHBIN
B3[JISA]] ¥ BBIITIE]T.

— INocnemmre! — mpuka3an OH CBOUM MYCKYJIUCTBIM JTy3UTAHIAM, CHIEBIIIMM HA MPaMOPHBIX
TUTUTaX MEXIy CTPONHBIMUA KOPUH(CKUMU KOJIOHHAMH. MIHOBEHHO BCKOUMB, OHU HAJIe/ M Ha TUIeYn
pemHu. HepoH OTKMHYJICS HA TIOYIIKH.

®aoH cTosT BO3JIe HOCHIIOK; CI0fIa Ke YCITYKJIMBO MOA0eXkao HeCKOJIBKO paOboB M paObIHb.

Nmneparop 6pocisl UM MPUTOPIITHIO 30J10Ta, KUBHYJI OOBIYHBIM TOPIBIM JKECTOM PUMCKHUX
BEJIbMOX U TBEPJIO MPOU3HEC:

— B INanatunym!

I'nasa XIV

Hocunpyky 3aXmim B OCTUYME CBOM POroBble (DOHApH; MO3aAM IUIO HECKOJIBKO paboB C
Y3KMMH, BBICOKMMU (haKeIaMu.

BeckoHeuHass AnmnuaHckasi 10pora, KOTOPYI0 OHHM JIOCTUIUIM, MPOM/Is HECKOJBKO COT ILaroB,
ObUla OKyTaHa MOJTYAJIMBBIMHM cymepkamu. [lo HeOy KiyOwich Oenble, MaToBble OONaKa, JIUIIb
MECTaMM ITPOHM3aHHBIE JydyaMu MecsAua. CripaBa M cieBa, nepes (pacajaMy BUAJUT BO3BbIILAINCH
NaMATHUKY — MpayHble HAIOMMHAHUS O HEITPOYHOCTU KPACOThI, MUMOJIETHOCTH CYACThsl U TILETE
3eMHBIX cTpacTteil. Braneke, o Ty cropony Tubpa, BuHemch pe3kue, ropasle ouepTaHust STHUKY.Tb-
CKOM Topbl, KOTOpasi OfIHA Ka3ajach YeM-TO PeaJIbHbIM M OCS3a€MbIM B IIPU3PAYHOM, MOITUYECKOM
MEPLIAHWUY STOU JIyHHOU HOYHU.

Berynus Ha Via Sacra, B caMoM ee HavyaJle, HOCWIBIIMKY TIOBCTPEYAIN TEJIOXPAHUTENEH, TIO
MIPUKA3aHMIO Lie3apsl SBUBILIMXCS CIO/Ia B HaYaJle NepBOW CTPaXU.

[peropuaHIpl GECIIyMHO MOCIEJOBAIM 32 HOCHIKAMH, KOTOPBIE JIeCATh MUHYT CITyCTSI OCTa-
HOBWJIMCh II€PEJ BXOIOM B MMIIEPAaTOPCKUIA IBOPELl, OCBELIEHHbIN (pakesIaMu.

CeHeka, IMEBIIHMI COOOIINTH LIAPI0 HEYTO OYEHb BAKHOE, MOCIICIII K HEMY HaBCTpedy.

Hepon HeteprienrBo OTCTpaHuI ero.

— Bce cepbesHoe 3aBTpa! MHe ellie Hy)HO YCTPOUTh KOe-KaKkue JacTHble 3a0aBHble nena. [ie
OkraBusa? U roe umneparpuua-marb?

CeHeka BEJIMUECTBEHHO 3aBEPHYJICA B TOTY.

— Cynpyra umrieparopa, — X0JO0IHO Y LIEPEMOHHO OTBEYaJl OH, — HAXOIUTCS, KaK 51 OCMeJIMBa-
I0Ch TIpeANosararTb, B MOKOSAX UMIeparpulbl-Matepi. Moiil OBEJIUTENb KeNaeT TOBOPUTh C STUMU
BBICOKMMH 0c00aMu? Y3Ke TIO3IHO 1 O0I0Ch, UTO ATPHIIIIMHA OYeHb YTOMJIEHa. TOJIBKO MO JKEJIaHUI0
OkTaBuy, Ka3aBIIelcs: CerogHs B HEOObIYaitHOM BOJTHEHHH, COTJIacHIach OHa OOIPCTBOBATD JOJIBIIIE,
YeM OObIKHOBEHHO.

— JlocTONOUTEHHBII yuuTeNb, — POU3HEC pa3rHeBaHHbI HepoH, — Oymb Tak JoOp 1 pa3 HaBce-
I71a 3aIIOMHH, YTO €CJM UMITepaTopy CIydaeTcst THOTA 3aCTaBIISATh CeOs JK/1aTh, TO B 9TOM HET HUYETO
HEeoObIKHOBEHHOTO. Jlocesie 9T0 OblBajio JBa-TpU pas3a, HO BIpedb OyIeT ropasjo yaiie, MpuyeM s
HE JKeJIalo CIIBIIATh, ke OT Tedsl, KOTOPOro 5 TAK yBaKalo, HUKAKUX HEONOOPUTEIbHBIX HAMEKOB.
Knanycs I'epkynecom, s uzymiies, ao yero sto pouuio! Heyxenn Knasauit Hepon Menee cBoOosieH,
YeM ChIH KaKOro-HUOYb BBICKOUKH, MTOMABILIEro B CeHAT O1arofapsi FTHyCHOMY 30J10TY?

W3 yBaxeHus K 3aCily’)keHHOMY YUMTENIO U TOCYJapCTBEHHOMY COBETHUKY HepoH mpousHec
CBOE ropsiuee BO3pakeHUe MO-TPEYECKU.

— locionuu 1 ne3app, — mpodopmotant CeHeka Ha TOM Ke SI3bIKE, — IPOCTH. ..

— OcraBb Terneps TBOe KpacHopeuue, noctoiHblii CeHeka! Ecim xouemb 06s3aTh MeHs, TO
1103a00ThCs1, YTOOBI 000 MHE TOTUAC ke A0Tokmm! 1 Xody roBOpuTh ¢ 060eMMH XKEHIIIMHAMH BMECTE.
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[Tostomy mycth OKTaBUS HE MBITAETCS UCUE3HYTh B OOKOBYIO IBEPbH, KAK 3TO CTAJIO €€ OOBIKHOBEHHUEM
B TIOCJIEJTHEE BpeMsl, KOT/Ja CyIpyr BXOAUT B MOKOM.

Ceneka CKJIOHWJI TOJIOBY M TIOCIIEIITHO ITPOIIIENT Yepe3 MOyOCBEIIEHHBIN aTPIyM, KPETIKO CKH-
Masl PaBOU PYKON HECKOJIbKO CJIOKEHHBIX PYKOMHCEN.

— XKny Te6s nozxe B MoeM KabWHeETe, — CKa3all eMy UMIIepaTop, KOrjaa OH, COBCEM pacTepsiH-
HBII OT HENPUBBIYHOM 1Sl HETO POJIM, BEPHYJICA, UCTIOJIHUB NIOpyYeHHUe. — $ B3BOJIHOBaH, JOPOroun
yuuTesb, HeCKa3aHHO B3BOTHOBaH. [IpocTu, eciu 51 odormesncs ¢ Todoi pe3ue, 4eM Toro TpedyeT yBa-
’KEHME K TBOEW YBEHYaHHOM JIaBpaMu rojioBe. Thl 3HAEIlIb, YTO CIIyYMIIOCh?

Ceneka noxai 1jieyamu.

— § mogo3peBaio, HO cMelo TeOsl YBEPUTD, UTO 51 TYT HU IIPU YeM. S 3Hal0, CO CTPACTBIO CIIOPUTh
HEeJb3s1, OT Hee MOXHO TpeOOBaTh TOJIBKO HEKOTOPBIX YCTYIOK. TO, YTO CeroimHs, B AEHb BaIlero
0OpydYeHus1, Thl TaK MO3IHO SIBJISEIILCS IOMOM, TI0 MOEMY MHEHHIO, TIEPEXOUT I'PaHUIIbl, KOTOpbIE
JOJDKHBI OBITh YBAKAEMBbI JJaKe 11e3apeM.

— Jlenpb Hamero oOpy4eHusi! — ¢ ICKpeHHUM M3yMJIEHHEM BOCKJIMKHYIT HepoH. — § aToro He
3Has1. W oHa Takke He ckaszana HU cioBa. Bee paBHo! Ilocie 1 cHOKOIHO BBICTYIIAIO TBOM YIIPEKH,
a Terepb — JI0 CBUJaHUs !

W oH Bomen B 5KeHCKyYI0 MoJIoBUHY ABopIa. OKTaBus cuzena B cepeOpsHOM Kpecie, OneHast,
KaK BOCKOBas CTaTysl, C OMyIIEHHBIMH [71a3aMH, KOTOpbIE OHA He TIOHSIA, 1axe Korna HepoH ¢ ucrbi-
TYIOIIMM B30POM OCTaHOBWJICS TIOCPEJMIHE KOMHATBI.

ATrpuIInHa %e C UICTUHHO IAPCTBEHHOW OCAHKOM MOJHSIACH C MSTKON CO(bI HABCTPEUY ChIHY
Y TOJIBKO YTO COOMPAach 3aroBOpUTh, Kak HepoH nogHec Kk ee MpayHbIM I71a3aM BOCKOBYIO JJOIIEUKY
Y CKa3aJl BIIOJT0JI0ca:

— mneparpuiia ArpurnmnuHa, OTBEYal: YTo 3HAYUT ITO U3YMUTENILHOE MOCTaHue?

ArpunmnuHa B3INIssHY/la Ha OnefHOe, ropaoe, OlaropogHoe JIMIO CBOEro KpacaBla ChIHA U
HEBOJILHO OTCTYIIHJIA.

— Mars, — npopomxan HepoH, — Mosxenib jiu 1ol otivparbesi? S Buxy, OKTaBuM Bce U3BECTHO,
WHAYe OHA MPUBETCTBOBAJA ObI MEHsI, BMECTO TOTO UTOOBI CHIETh, KaK MPUTBOXACHHAS K CBOEMY
Kpeciy. [ToaToMy MbI MOKeM CIIOKOMHO Pa3bsICHUTD BCe B ee MPUCYTCTBUH. [I0BTOPSIIO: KTO Harumcam
3TU CTPOKU?

— 41, — oTBevana ArpunmuHa, XJIaTHOKPOBHO CKPECTUB Ha TPYAU PYKH.

— Tak mo3BoJIb TeOE 3aMETUTB, UTO ThI 3/1€Ch MPUHSLIA TOH, K KOTOPOMY sI He TIPUBBIK U KOTOPOTO
HE JKeJIal0 CIIbILIATH.

— Pa3Be 310 OTHOCHUTCSA K TeOe? — HACMEIIIMBO CIIpOCHia ArpunmuHa. — Pa3Be s Morya mpe-
BUIETh, YTO JIONIEYKA 3Ta MOMaAeT B pyKH UMIiepatopa’?

— ThI1 He MoTTIa, HO s O1arogapio cyabOy 3a TO, UTO TaK CIIyYMIIOch. beHas IeByIKa, OKaIy,
ObL1a OBl OypaveHa. 3Haii ke, MaTbh, YTO TBOW TAWHBIN TIOCOJT HUKOT/IA HE YCIIBIIIUT KeJIaHHBIE CJIOBA:
«4 yemy». f, ummneparop, moBesesn, YToObl C STUM YEIOBEKOM, €U Obl OH B3AyMasl ObITh HAXaJIOM,
MOCTYNWIM OBl TI0 3aKOHAM, MPEIOCTABIISIONIAM MTPABO CAMO3AIIUTHI KaKIOMY PUMCKOMY Tpak/a-
HUHY U KQKIOMY UyKEeCTpaHILy.

— Tol pep3nyi. ..

— Jlep3HyJ1, MaTh, ¥ TaK KaK MBI yKe 3arOBOPHITU 00 3TOM, TO 51 oOpamanchk u k Tede, OkraBus!
ViKe IaBHO THI MOsI KeHa TOJIBKO IO Ha3BaHMIO. Kak ke MOXkeT ObITh OCKOPOUTENIBbHO Tebe, eciu s
OTJAI0 KPOTKOMY, OYapoOBaTeIbHOMY CYIIIECTBY TO, YeM IpeHeOperia ropaas OKTaBus, — BECh I
MOETO Xaskaymiero ooBu cepaua’? Bee yBakenue, mogodaoiee TROeMy CaHy UMITEPATPHIIbI OKa3bl-
Baercsi Tebe. Mou JJOBEpeHHbIE HU OJJHAM CJIOBOM He BBIIAIOT TaiiHbl. Be3 pockorm u 61ecka BXOXY
s1 B CKPOMHOE XUJIUIIIE, TAe 51 MOTYy ObITh O3rpaHUYHO CUACTIIMB, MEX/Iy TeM KaK 3/1eCh MEHs BCTpe-
YaloT JIMIIb HETIOABMKHBIE CTATyH, XOJIOIHAsi OeCUyBCTBEHHOCTh U Oe3yTelIHas mycToTta. 51 He ympe-
Kaio 1ebs1, noopas OkraBus! Tel Takas, kakor cozgana. Ho momio 1e0si, Mo3BoJb ke U MHe ObITh
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TaKMM, KakuM s1 co3fgaH! [1o3Bosb MHE JI0OUTD, B TO BpeMsl Kak Thl caMa yMeelllb TOJIbKO pa3MBblII-
JISITh, UCIIOJHATL OOSI3aHHOCTH Y [IOBUHOBATLCA TBOUM Ooram!

— Hecuacrhplil! — Bckpuyasna uMmneparpuua-mMaTb Mexay TeM, kak OKTaBUsl OTBEPHYJIach, HE
CMOPTHYB. — DTO JI HarpaJia MHe 3a TO, YTO 1 cAenana Juist Te0s1 ¥ U1 TBOeH OymaylHOCTH?

CxBaTHB €ro 3a MpaBylo PyKy, OHa C OEIIEHCTBOM MEHa/bl YBJIEKJIA €r0 B OTJAJICHHBIH YIom
KOMHATHI.

— Hymaenb Ju Thl, — MPOJIOJIKAJIa OHA IIENOTOM, IIas CBOIO coo3HUIly OKTaBHIO, — AyMa-
elllb JIM ThI, 4TO s HA PaJocTh cede Bhiia 3a otia OkraBuu? Knasauil ObUT YyIOBHIIE, CIBIIIHIIb,
YyJOBHIIE — 3ayMHBIM, TIOJIHBIA BCEBO3MOKHBIX OpeHEeN Iiyriel], N300peTaBIIfii HOBbIe OYKBBI, B TO
BpeMs Kak prUMJISTHE HACMEXaJIMCh HaJl HUM, KaK HaJ Urpymkoi Meccanunsl. 3a atoro Knapaus s
BBIIILJIA TIOCTIE €€ CMEPTH; s CIesIaach UMIIEPATPHILIEH C OTBpAIIEHHEM B Cepilie U MOoAAepKUBaeMast
JIMIIb OIHOW MBICITBIO, YTO Yepe3 3TO MOU ChIH CO BpEMEHEM JIOCTUI'HET BJIACTH. ..

— Mars...

—Momuu! Dto npasaa! A motom, uro aenana s1? Lesnbie roapl BHyIaa s umrneparopy Knasauio
MBICTIb 00 YCTpaHEHUM OT MpecToia bpuTaHHMKa M yCIIOKOMJIACh TOJBKO, KOTJa YNpPsIMbIA 1e3aphb
YCTYITWII ¥, OOOHIs POTHOTO ChIHA, OOBSIBUJI CBOMM HACJIEIHUKOM TeOsl, CBOETO MachIHKA !

— IIpomury Te6s1, MaTh, K YeMy Bce 3TO?

— IIpu 3TOM OH MOCTaBUJI OHO YCJIOBHE: TBOM Opak ¢ ero novepbio OkraBueil. Mbl cornacu-
JMch, OO HUKOIZA elle He ObUIO JI0UepH CTOJb HEMOXOXkel Ha cBoux ponuteneit. Ecim oHa uto-
HUOYJb YHACTIEOBAIa OT HEUECTUBON MeccalnHbl, TO TOJIBKO ee KpacoTy. Bo BceM xke ocTanbHOM,
KJstHych FOmuTepowm, B tieiom Pume Het keHImHbI, paBHOW OKTaBUM 10 JOOPOIETEITH, OJIarOpOICTBY
u ckpomHoctu. [Tpu sTom Kinapnuii He nepenasn et Hu Karuu cBoelt riynoctu. [locne cmeptu Kias-
ausi ThI MOT Obl pa30pBaTh TOPKECTBEHHO COBEPIIEHHOE 0Opy4eHHe, eclii Obl HaXOAWJ €ro pelu-
TEJIbHO HEBHIHOCUMBIM. Tereps ke OKTaBus — TBOsI jkeHa. OHa JIIoOUT TeOs1, OHA OTIIPBICK OJJHOTO U3
3HATHEWIINX, APUCTOKPATUIECKUX POIIOB; KOpOYe, ThI OECUeCTHIIb ceOsl, CTOMb IEP3KO ee OCKOPOIsis
K 3aBOJIs1 CBSI3b C OETION OeCCThIAHON JIEBKOM.

— TBowu peun xectoku! — Bckpudai HepoH, ¢ ciiioit BeIpbIBasi CBOIO pyKy. — biaromapu 6oros
3a TO, YTO THl MaTh YEJIOBEKA, Ube JparolieHHelIIee COKPOBUIIE Thl TAK O€3MEPHO TOPOYHIID!

— 41 umero Ha 310 IpaBo. VM T MOXellb onpaBAaThCs?

— a, matb. OTHUM CJIOBOM: 51 HE MOTY KHUTb 06€3 AKT?.

— Tot rnynien; u 6e3aepHUK. [ToBTOpSII0, MM THI BCe M03a0BUT — BCE MOM JKEPTBBI U YCHIIHS,
MOU HEYCHITHbIE 3200THI?..

— 1 y3Has, oflHaKo, YTO TBOE PBEHHME MpPEeXe BCEro MOCIYXUJIO Ha TBOIO e Mmojb3y. Hasbl-
BaThCSl MAaTEPhI0 UMIIEPATOPA, YIIPABJIATH €r0 UMEHEM U OMeKaTh €ro CaMoro, Kak Hepa3yMHOE JUTS,
BOT O YeM Thl MeuTaja!

— Kt0 3T0 roBOpuT? — ¢ HErogoBaHNEM BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA.

— Jlionu, He ymeronue rath. 5 caM mpumevaro mocieICTBUsI TBouX crpemieHuid. Ho Bce paBHo,
THI MOsI MaTb M PaJM 3TOTO 51 BCE MEPEHOCHII, XOTS YacTO BOMPEKH COOCTBEHHOMY YOEXICHHMIO.
S monapmsn B cebe Maneriiee MOMOM3HOBEHUE K CAMOCTOSITEIbHOCTH, KaK TOJIBKO BUJIEN, YTO 3TO
HerpusTHO Tede. Terepsp ke Thl BTOPraenibcsi ¢ HACUJIMEM B 00JIacTh, TJie TOCMOACTBYeT onuH Hepon
U TJIe ero He OCTAHOBSIT HUKAKUe YIPEeKH, HUKAKK1e COOOpaKEeHHUSI.

— Tw1 roBoOpHIIIb, Kak Oe3yMell.

— DTO TaK Ka)ercsi, HO 5 MPEKPAcHO 3HAl0, Yero xouy. 51 xody pa3 HaBcerga nopsarh MeTIo,
KOTOPYIO Thl MHE HAKMHYJ/Ia THETOM TBOEM jKeJIe3HOW BOJIM. DTOT FHET AOBEJ Hac /10 Opaka, HO OH He
MOXET 3aCTaBUTh HAC TIOJIIOOUTH APYT APYra WK JAaXKe MPUTBOPATHCS JIOOSAIIMMM. . .

— Masip4HK, 4TO BCE TO 3HAYUT?

— BoiGupaii, matb! Vinu Tl oksisiHenbest MHe OnmtepoM, kapartesieM KJISITBOIIPECTYITHUKOB,
YTO ThI OCTABHIIb B IOKOE MOE JOPOTOe COKPOBHIIIE — OBIBIITYIO0 paObIHIO, KaK Thl HA3bIBACIIb €€, WJIH
CETOJIHSI K€ HACTYITUT KOHEIl TBOEMY IMPOTHBO3aKOHHOMY BMEIIATe/IbCTBY B TOCY/IAPCTBEHHBIE JieNa.
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Toraa s He moTepIuTI0, YTOOBI ThI paccykjana ¢ CeHekou 0 OyIyITHOCTA PeWHCKUX MTPOBUHIINK, a C
ByppoM — 0 mpoucIiecTBUsX B MPETOPUAHCKHUX KazapMax. Y MeHs €CTh JIIOAH, KOTOPbIE MOCTykKaT
MHE B CEHaTe — CJIOBOM, a Ha YJIHILIE — MEYOM, €CJIH A0 JOMIET 10 OTKPHITON OOPHOBI.

— Bsnop! — ¢ mpUTBOPHBIM paBHOAYIIIMEM YCMEXHY/IaCh ATPHUIIIMHA.

HenpuBbIvHBIN TOH ChIHA 3aCTaBUIT €€ MOOJIETHETh, U €1 ITOHAJ0OUIIOCh BCe ee caMoo0IalaHue,
YTOOBI CKPHITh CHITBHOE BOJIHEHHE.

— Ipomy eme pa3, BeIOMpaii! — HeTeprieauBO oBTOpr HepoH.

OgnazieB co00¥, ATPHITIIHA HEKHO TOMJIAIMIIA €r0 MBUIAIOIIYIO MIEKY ¥ ¢ KPOTKUM B3IJISAOM
OrOpPYEHHOW MaTepy cKa3asa:

— Kak TbI BOJHYeIIbCSI U MTPOM3HOCUIIL COBEPILIEHHO TycThie cioBa! Yro takoe Hepon 6e3
MatepH, KoTopas Bo3BeJa ero Ha rnpecton? Beas Bypp co cBonmu npetopuaniiamMu 6€33aBeTHO, CIIETIO
npejiaH MHe. . .

— Yr0? — Bckpuuan Hepon.

— be33aBeTHo 1peiaH MHe! — CO CIIOKOMHOM YBEPEHHOCTBIO TTOBTOPUJIA OHA.

Hepon noxan miedamu.

— Kax 1b1 ommbaenibest B pumiisinax v B reapauu! [Toka HepoH cunTasncs TBOMM MOKOPHBIM
CBIHOM, Bce IO nipekpacHo! Becemy Pumy Benp n3BecTHa Obuia MOSI IPEIaHHOCTD TeOe, U TIOBHHO-
BaThCs TeOe, 3HAUMIIO MMOBUHOBAThCsl MHE. HO ecim, — OT yero aa n30aBUT HAC POK, — MEXKAY HAMU
pa3Bep3HETCs MPONAcCTh. .. CIBIIIUIIb, UMIIepaTpulia ATPHIINHA!.. TOrJa CONAATh BCHIOMHST, KOMY
OHHU TIpUCSTaNH, TeOe U1 MHe!

— He 6ynem ccoputscs! — 3aroBopuiia HakoHer, OkTaBusi. — §1 o)uzaio 371ech He yrpo3 U He
[[BETUCTBHIX pedei, HO MPsIMOTo peleHusi 0e3 BCAKMX yBepToK. Heykenu Thl He CO3Haellb yxkKac-
HOT'O TI030pa, KOTOPBIM ThI HaC IOKpbiBaelb? HepoH, nMrieparop, cynpyr OKTaBuu, JTIOOUT MPOCTYIO
PadBHIO. . .

— Mory Tebe npu3HaATLCS, — C TOPEUbI0 ¥ THEBOM IIPEPBaJl €€ UMIIepaTop, — 4TO 3Ta MpocTast
paObIHs YMEET TO, YTO HEJOCTYITHO MHOTMM BECbMa BBICOKOIIOCTABJIEHHBIM KEHIIITHAM: OHA yMeeT
JIIOOWTB, 1aBaTh CUACTEE. . .

OkTaBus OblTa HE B CMJIaX CIIyIIaTh Jasibiie. Mosya BcTajia OHa U yIIIa B CBOIO CHIAJIBHIO, TTIe
OecCcUIIbHO yrasia Ha JIOXKe, U3MYyUYeHHas! HEBbIPA3UMbIMU CTPAIAHUSIMU TIOCTICAHUX HEAeb.

— Xopor1lo, 4TO OHa yIIUIa, — CHOBa Hauasia ArpunnuHa. — Ee mpucyTcTBue Memano MHe BbICKa-
3aThCsl BIOJTHE.

— Th1 3aTparuBaeiib Moe JIIOOIBITCTBO.

— 41 Gyny roBOpHUTH OTKPOBEHHO, Oe3 OOMHSKOB. 3Hail, CBIH MOH, YTO sl HAXOXKY TBOIO HEBEp-
HOCTh MEHee TOCTBIIHOM, YeM Oe3rpaHnyHyl0 OecTakTHOCTh TBOEro ooOpasa jeictuil. Jlomyckaio,
YTO HAIIM MPEANONOKEHNUSI OTHOCUTENBHO 100poii OKTaBUM ObLIM OIMOOYHBI M YTO, HECMOTPS HU
Ha Kakue YCHIIHS, Bac HeJlb3s1 HACTPOUTH Ha OUH Jiaj. [loxamyit, vy cede Ha CTOpOHe BO3HATpaskK-
JIeHMe 32 3Ty OIMOKY, HO He MpeBpaliail MUMOJIETHYIO IIPUXOTh B OTKPHITYIO CBsI3b. COrIachCh, YTO
9TO ObLIa HACTOSIIIAS IEP30CTh — TBOSI IMyOIMYHASI TPOTYJIKa HA MapcoBOM MoJie € 3TOH. .. AKTI.

— Mars! — Bckpuuan Bo3myIieHHbii HepoH.

— Hait mue goroBoputh! Ckaxy 6ombiiie. Bymbs 310 cBsa3b ¢ CenTuMuei WM Apyroil 3HaTHOW
JKEHIIIMHOM, s 3aKpbuIa Obl T1a3a. Lle3apb Bce-Taku — 11e3apb, U THICSYU IPYTHX JHOAEH IEJIaloT TO Ke
camoe, 6e3 penMyIIeCTB NMIIEPaTOPCKOro caHa. Ho Koraa Tl Urpaeis 3Ty NPUTOPHYIO HIMUIUIO
c oTmymeHHuel Hukoauma, moemib el HeskHbIe TIECHH U JISKHIb Y ee HOT, TIPE/ICTaBIIsAs U3 cebs
MIOCMEIIIHIIIE [T BceX 00pa30BaHHBIX JIONIEH, MPAaBO, STO HEAOCTOMHO TeOs U, KJISIHYCh OOramMu, elre
6osee HeAOCTOMHO MeH: !

— Mars, ecnu Obl TH €€ BUfeNa, eciu Obl IOCMOTpENa Ha ee I71a3a, B KOTOPBIX OTPa)aeTcs
YKCTas1, BO3BBIIIEHHAS AyIlIa, €CJIM Obl ThI CIIBIIIAJIA €€ YMHBIE, PACCYAUTEIIbHBIC PEYH. . .

— 3t0 uncroe H6e3ymue! — Mpeppaja ero uMrneparpuna-mMarb. — [loBTOpsi0: Kak Obl OUapoBa-
TeJbHA OHA HM ObLIa, BCE-TAKM THI MOCTYMALIIb KaK TIYIbIA MKOIMbHUK! «[IpeKpacHbIfl 1IBETOK !»
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XO0poI10, TaK COPBU €ro, Kak IMyTHUK CPBIBAET IIUMOBHUK. «ITO 3a0aBa», CKa3aay Obl TOTAA JIOIH,
«TIPUKJIIOYEHNE B Jyxe 3eBca, TaKke CITyCKaBIIErocs WHorjaa ¢ 00XKECTBEHHOTO MPECcTolia, YTOObI
NoOeAUTh CMEPTHYI0». ThI 5Ke, BMECTO TOro, YCTpauBaelllb CBOSH BO3MIOOIICHHO! LIEJTBIH JOM, /1aelllb
el paObIHb, KaK OyJTO OHA MPUBBIKJIA TIOBEJIEBATh CyKaHKAMH, MEUTaelIb TOJILKO O ee JIOOBH, eXe-
JHEBHO OCBITIaelllb ee (pHajKaMy M pPO3aMH, CIIOBOM, BeJlellb ce0s1 Kak (paHaTtuk-xpent M3uasl nepen
craryei cBoei Bcemoryineit Oorunu. Ei, 3Toi TIecaaBHON KyKJjie, KOHEYHO, HPAaBUTCS BUJETh ceOs
BHE3AITHO OCHINAHHOW OOraTCTBAMU M POCKOIIIBIO. . .

— IMonoxau! — octaHoBUII ee chiH. — He moaBeprail COMHEHUIO 10 KpaiHel Mepe OeCKOphICTHE
ee moOBu. OHA C paIOCThIO TIOCENTMIIACH OBl TIOJI caMOK yOOTOM KpOBJIeH B KBapTajie MaTPOCOB; 3TO
sl HaBSA3aJ1 €l BCe 3TO, TIOTOMY 4YTO, IO-MOEMY, HET HUYEro B MUpE JIOCTOMHOTO ee U MOTOMY, UYTO
BO3TIO0JICHHAST UMIIepaTopa JA0/KHA KUTh, KaK MMITEpaTpUIia. . .

Peus sTa ObUTa TIOACKa3aHa HepoHy THEBOM U 37IbIM JKeJlaHHEM MOXBacTaTh TeM, Yero B Jeu-
CTBUTEJIBHOCTH He ObUIO, TaK KakK BUJITa AKT? OblTa XOTS MpeieCTHA, HO He OTIMYalach HU 0COOeH-
HOW POCKOIIIBIO, HU U3SIIIHOW apXUTEKTYPOM.

— Bozmo6nennas! — yeMexHynach ArpuniyHa.

— Xena, ecri TeGe 310 OOJbIIIe HPaBUTCS. S TaK CMOTPIO HA Hee, XOTs, K HeCYacThlo, 00CTOsI-
TEJIbCTBA MPEMNATCTBYIOT MHE OTKPBITO HAa3BaTh €€ MOEW CYIPYToOil.

— Manpbuuk! B yme nu Tbi!

— CogeprienHo. U kJistHYyCh TE€Oe, UTO, He Oy/b 51 cBsA3aH ¢ OKTaBUel TOPKeCTBEHHBIM OpauHbIM
o0psimoM, O6oxkecTBeHHass AKT? clesianach Obl MO TIOBEJTUTENIBHUIICH U UMIIEPATPHLIEH, BOIIPEKU
BCEH 3HaTH MOTYIIECTBEHHOro Prma.

ArpunmnuHa ¢ OTYassHUEM 3acMesilach W, 33/IbIXasich, HaYajga XOAUTh MO KOMHATE, CKPECTHB
PYKH.

— JleBka Ha npectosie ABrycra! — BOCKJIMKHYIA oHa. — OJfHa 9Ta MBICTIb €CTh YK€ FOCYAapCTBEH-
HOE IIPECTYIUIEHNE, MOILeYrHa 1Sl TBOe Marepu!

— Ycnokotics xe! Benp k 9ToMy He mpefcTapisieTcsl Hu Masieieid BosMoxHocTu. Ho eciu Obt
3TO CIIYYMJIOCh, TO HE CIIpAIllMBail Y MEHs OTBETa Ha BOIIPOC: KaKasi UMIeparpuiia 10 00KeCTBeHHOM
AKT> 3aciykuia KOpoHy OoJibllie, YeM OHa, €JMHCTBEHHAsI, HECpaBHEHHAs !

— PalGbins! — mpoctoHana ArpunmuHa.

— Yro THI X04Yelb cKazaTrh TuM? Mm TBOM yM Tak MOMpaueH, YTO He OIIYIIAellbh MOTy4ero
BesIHUSI, KOTOPOE, TIOI00HO yXOBHOW BeceHHel Oype, MpoHHUKIO B Mup ot Cupuu 1o Jly3uranuu?
Wy TONBKO s CTOIO Tak BBICOKO, YTO JJO MEHS OJIHOTO JIOJIETENIO 3TO TAMHCTBEHHOE, O0KECTBEHHOE
Bestnue? Hemapom yumn meHst CeHeka, 4To Bce JIOAM PaBHBI IO POXKACHHIO, YTO pa3jinure MeK1y
3HATHBIMH M TIPOCTHIMU MICKYCCTBEHHO M YTO MHMMBbIE TIPEMMYIIECTBAa 3HATH OCHOBAHBI TOJBKO Ha
MIPOU3BOJIE U BJIACTH.

ArpuInmHa BCKUIIENa.

— C kakux nop nporosenyetr Ceneka takoe 6esymue?

— Kax[plit 1eHb ¢ TeX Mop, Kak s ero 3Haio.

— Tak on nomxen ObiTh ycTpaneH. [Ipe3penHoe uynosuine! S cuntana ero yueHue moJjie3HbIM,
MOKa OHO JIeJIaJIo U3 TeOs MOCIYIIHOTO, JIIoOsIIero ceiHa. Teneps ke — A0JIol ABYTMYHOro coducta!

— Mars, — ocsie gonroro Moryanust 3aropopust Hepon, — eciiu CeHeka Bo30ysk1aeT TBOE HEY/I0-
BOJILCTBUE, 51 OTPEIIly ero OT I0KHOCTU. OH B I0cTaTOuHON Mepe prtocod, 4ToObl yMeTh 0OOUTUCH
6e3 [Nanarunyma. Ecnu y Te0s ecth erne enaHue: mpukaspiBaii! TonbKko He KU OJHOTO, YTOOHI 1
nokuHys1 AkT3! Ecim 51 3aMedy XoTh Masieiiee nocsiraTesIbCTBO Ha Hee, sl OKPYXKY ee COOCTBEHHOM
repMaHCKOH IrBapAueil.

ArpurmnuHa BHE3amHO B3AporHy/a. Kazanock, y Hee OniecHys1a MbIC/Ib, Cy/IMBINAs € oOey.

Heckomnbko BpeMeHt OHa CTOsiIa ¢ OMYIIEHHBIM B30POM, a MMOTOM KPOTKO CKazaJa:

— Ckaxu MHe, TOPOrofl MaJIbuvK, TOBOPHT JIM B TeOe yIPsIMCTBO, YHAC/IEIOBaHHOE TOOOH OT
TBOEro otra Jomuiuss AsnodapOa, WK Tl JSUCTBUTENILHO JIIOOUIID ICBYIIKY ?
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— ¢1 mo6mo ee Gosbilie BCEro B MUPE.

— Hy, Tak mo6u ee! Ho nipoity, iepxu cBOIO TI0O0BD B TaiiHe! fI MONBITAIOCh yTEINUTh HECUACT-
Hy10 OKTaBuIoO.

— Marts, THI Aenaeib MeHs CYacTIMBBIM! — IIBUTKO BcKpruast HepoH u, 6pocuBIIMCh K HEll Ha
I1€10, TIOK PBLT MOLETYSIMHU €€ JIMXOPaJOYHO MbUTABIINE IIEKH.

— Hepazymnoe nuTs, — HexxHO npousHecia oHa. — Ho He BooOpakaii, 4To s1 onoOpsiio To, Ha
YTO COIJIAIIAIOCH TOJNBKO IO M3JMIIHEHN c1a00CTH. S1 pacCUMThIBaIO — M 9TO MOE €JMHCTBEHHOE yTe-
IIEHKe, — YTO BpeMsl 00pa3yMHT Te0s!

— PaccuuTbiBail Ha 4TO XOUelllb, U KeJaio TeOe MPUIATHBIX CHOBUIeHH#! §1 cTpainiHo n3MyuveH.
CriokoiiHo# HOuH !

Hepon yrmien, custiomuii cyactbeM. B arpryme yxke oxuianu padbl, 0Osi3aHHbBIE IIPOBOIUTH €T
B CMIAJIBHIO.

— I'nynieiit Manbumk! — mporienTaia ArpuriinyHa, KOrjia 3aHaBec CITyCTHIICS 32 UMIIEPaTOPOM. —
ThI Xouerb rmoBesieBaTh MHOU? Kakoil rHeB cBepKasl B ero riasax, korjaa oH yrpoxain mHe! Ho Gra-
rofgapeHue 6oraM: MPUHSTHI BCE MEPHI [JIsI TOTO, YTOOBI IIOTOK HE 3aTOMII TOpPHbI!

I'nmaBa XV

ArpunnuHa rnocrnemmia B c1ad00CBeIeHHYI0 cliajibHI0 OKTaBUU.

Mortozias KeHIIMHa, pblaasi, Jexana Ha MOCTENH.

— He mutaus! — cTporo u B To e BpeMsl ¢ COCTpalaHMeM CKa3ajia uMreparpuia-marb. — Eciu
Obl Thl ObUIA YMHEE CHayaa, JErKOKpbLIasi NTUYKA HE BhIpBaJach Obl OT TeOs. S jaxke He cuuTaio
JKEHIIMHOW MOJIOYIO KpacaBHIly, HE CyMEBIIYIO IPUBS3aTh K ce0e YeI0BEKa, yKe pa3 MpUHa/IeKaB-
1Iero em.

MepsieHHO NIpUIIOAHSIB 3arUIakaHHoe Jinio, OKTaBus 3ameBenia ryoaMu, Kak Obl TBITasiCh
BO3Pa3UTh.

— OcraBb! — npepBajia ee Arpuniusa. — f npuiuia He 3ateM, 4ToObl YIIPEeKaTh WU OCYK/aTh
TeOs. [la 370 1 HU K YeMy H He noBeso Obl. HapoTus Toro, st roBopio Tede, 4To CKOpO Thl BOCTOP-
JKECTBYELIb HaJ| CONIEPHULIEH.

— BocropxkectByio? — ¢ 0053/11MBbIM COMHEHHEM NoBTOpriia OKTaBuS.

— Ha. { permnack. OH BBICOKOMEPHO OOBSIBIII MHE, YTO OJJHA CMEPTh MOKET IIOPBATh €TI0 CBA3b
¢ AkT3. BoT 00 3T0ii-TO CMepTH 51 ¥ IOXJIONOYY.

OkxraBus, Ipoxa, 3aKpblIa JIULIO.

— He tpeBokbes! — yenokonna ee ArpunmuHa. — 9Toro TpedyioT HpaBCTBEHHOCTb, J100pojie-
TeJb, OJIECK [IE3aPCKOT0 JOCTOMHCTBA. MBI HAXOAMMCS B ITOJIOXKEHUH JIMYHOW OOOPOHBI; TYT MO3BOJIH-
TeJIbHBI BCSKUE cpeAcTBa. Pazse npociasieHHbI uctopren narpuot Myimii CrieBosia He ITpOKpasics
TaliHO, KaK HaeMHBIi yomiiia, B marep [lopcensi? Pa3se BpyT He ymepTBUI CBOMX CHIHOBEH pajan
BEJIMYMS CBOEW poAMHbI M KOHCY/IbeTBa? [IpecTon ke ummnepaTopa Bhllle U OJIecTsIIee BCero OCTallb-
Horo B Mupe. CJIOBOM, J1al0 eMy TpH Heziesi cpoky. Ecii o Tex mop oH He IPOrOHUT CBOIO JII0OOB-
HMILY, TO y4acTh €€ pellieHa. 5l IpuKaxy yMepTBUTS ee.

— Pagu Bcemorymero IOnmrepa, — ¢ yxacom BckouMB, Bckpruasia OkraBus. — Tl He cAemaelb
3TOrO, Thl, MaTh UMIIEpaTopa!

— Ilouemy Hert?

— [Totomy 4ro... moToMy 4roO. ..

— Ectb npezien, — ckazana ArpuIimuHa, — 3a KOTOPBIM I00OpOTa CTaHOBUTCS HesternocThbio. Korma
s TIOMa/1y Ha CY UICTOPUH, MHOTME U3 MOHX JeSTHUI OYIyT OCYK/I€HBI, IOTOMY YTO OOJIBIIIMHCTBO XKaJl-
KHX 3aypsIHbIX JII0ieH OyIyIero He CyMeloT MOHATh MEHs U BO3BBILLIEHHbIE IPUYMHBI MOUX MOCTYII-
KOB. Bce 370 17151 MeHs B310p 1 Oe3/euia; OTHO TOJIBKO MOXKET IPUBECTU MEHS B OEIIEHCTBO: MOKa-
3aTbCsl CMeIIHOM. Tenepp s MpeACTaBUTEIbHUIIA 3aKOHA U YECTU UMIIEPaTOPCKOro JOMa, M MHE, Kak
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I71aBe CeMelcTBa, Nofo0aeT Oepeyb APEBHIO CJIaBy €ro M YHUYTOXKUTh BUHOBHYIO, 3allSITHABIIYIO
3TOT OJIeCK.

OkTaBus MoaoIIa K Hell.

— Hoporast Math, — TpOraTeJibHO CKa3ajia OHa, — MHE MEHbIIIEe BCEX MPHCTANIO 3aIIUIIATh 3Ty
BMHOBHYI0. HO cOBecTb 1ienyer MHe: ojiHa JIUIIb TOPECTh O MO HaBEKH MOTEPSIHHOM JIIOOBH JiejiaeT
MeHsI TaKOHM HEeMPEeKJIOHHOH B OCYKIEHHUHU ee; TIOCTYIIOK e TBOW BCe-Taku OyneT youicTBom!

— HaswiBaii, kak xouenis! Ho ecim Ko MHe B JoM 3a0upaeTcst BOp, YTOOBI YKPAacTh MO COKPO-
BUIIIA, s UMEIO TIPABO YOUTBH €ro.

— Mars, — 3apbigana OkrtaBusi, — AKTS Be/lb HE TIOXUTWJIA Y MEHsI €ro JIIOBH, TIOTOMY UYTO
COKPOBHILIE 9TO HUKOTJa He MPUHAIEKAI0 MHE. f ekeIHeBHO Ha KOJIeHsX Onaroapuiia Obl O0roB,
MIPUHOCST IM KEPTBBI M Japbl O TIOCEHEro JUHAPHS, eCiv Obl TIOC/e MHOTOJIETHUX CTapaHUd MHE
YZIAJIOCh OBJIAJIETh €T0 CEPALIEM, XOTsI Obl Ha O/IHY JIUIIIb MUMOJIeTHYI0 Henemmo! Ho s He xouy rpyooro,
CYXOTO HACWJIUSI, MaTh. DTO OKECTOUMT €ro elie OOJIbIIe; OH COUTET MEHsI BAHOBHUIIEH €r0 yTPaThl
Y BO3HEHABUIUT MEHs, TOTJa KaK Ternepb OH TOJIBKO PAaBHOMYIIIEH KO MHE.

— He omnacaiicst storo! — Bo3paswia ArpurivHa. — YBEHYaHHOMY MMIIEPATOPCKUM BEHKOM
JIETKO TIEPEKUTh BCSIKOE Tpexosiiiee rope. Ecim oH JelCTBUTENBHO ee JIIOOUT, TO, OIJIaKaB ee, OH
TEM CHJIbHEE IIOUYBCTBYET MOTPEOHOCTh BOCIIOIIHUTH CBOIO MOTepIo. Toraa Thl 10KHA OBITH IPeK pac-
HOM, HEKHOW M 0OpaTHTh B CBOIO TIOJIb3Y HEKOTOPbIE HE COBCEM 3araciiue BocriomMuHaHus. [Tyctsb
CHavajia OH BOOOpakaeT, 9To OOHMMAEeT B TBOEM JIUIIE CBOKO «00KECTBEHHYIO», KaK OH 30BeT ee. Thl
C Hell OYTH OJMHAKOBOTO POCTa, M €ro MbUIKast (paHTa3usl JIETKO MO/IacTCsl 0OMaHy, TIOKa HAaKOHell
OH HAYyYHUTCS IIOOUTD JEUCTBUTEILHOCTD. TeOsl ke OH MOJIOKUTEIBHO He MOXKET 3arl0JO3PUTh B MOKY-
meHny Ha AKT3. OH 3HaeT, Kak Thl MOYMTaelb OOroB, Kak Thl poOKa U CKpoMHa. B xymiiem ciydae
s IPSIMO CKaxy emy: «$1, TBost Math, ocBoOoaMIa TeOst 0T AKT3. Musunenr OKTaBUM NpeKpacHee
HEXeJTN BCS TBOs Moruoias Bo3moonaeHHas. COUuTech U OCTapaiTech MOCKOpee MOJAapuTh CBETY
HaceHUKa npectonal $1 He cTaHy cepaAnuThCs 32 HENPUATHBINA TUTYI 0a0yIIKHU, KOTOPBIH 17151 Arpun-
MIUHBI TIOUTH paBHOCHJIeH Opanu!» Teneps crin, OkTaBusi! Thl, HABEpHOE, yCTala He MEHbIIE MEHS.

— Her, ner, s He ornymy Te0si! — Bckpuyana OKTaBus, OCTaHABIMBAsK YXOIUBIIYIO ATpPHII-
nuHy. — O, ol He 3Haemb ero! He nymaii, 4to ¢ HUM Tak Jierko crpaBuTbest! Ecnu oH ee neiicTBu-
TEJIbHO JIIOOWT — KaK 51 TOTO OMAacaioch, — TO pajy Hee OH BCTYNHT B OOphOy CO BCEMH 3eMHBIMU
CUJIaMH. A eCld Thl TAWHO YHUUTOXKUII TY, KOTOPYIO OH OOTOTBOPHT, TO. .. a CMIJIyeTCsl HaJl BCeMU
Hamu Mustocepabiil FOmutep! OH coTpet B mpax MeHsl, TeOst M Bech PriM B 6e3MepHOCTH CBOEH MYKH.
B kopoTkoe BpeMmsi, IOKa OH ObT MOMM CYIIPYTOM, $I yCIesa MOJMETHTh BCIO CTPAIIHYIO TTyOHHY
ero crpacreil. Jlymia ero rmoiHa cambix pa3HOOOpa3HbBIX YyBCTB: B HEW KUBYT PSAJOM FeHUM 1o0pa u
3J1a, CYACThe U HecuacTbe, O0KECTBO U BCepaspyinaoiiee ayaoBuiie. S1 Oputa Obl OakeHHenen u3
JeH, ecii Obl Cyap0a MO3BOJIMIIA MHE Pa3BUTh M YKPENHUTh B HEM BCE BO3BBIIIEHHOE U OlaropogHoe
Y HaBcer/a 3aayInTh JEMOHOB ThMbL. BOTH, M0 HEMCIIOBEAMMOMY MTPUTOBOPY, OTKA3aJIM MHE B 3TOM;
AKT3 Xe, KaKk BUJHO, 3TO yanock. OcTaBb ke MHE MOIO KECTOKYIO TOPECTb, €CJIU TOJIKO OH CUaCT/IMB
Y €CJI ceMeHa OeCCMEPTHBIX JIesTHUI TPOIBETAIOT B €r0 JyIIle.

ArpunmnuHa cMOTpesia Ha Hee TYIBIM, HEMTOHUMAIOIIM B3IJISIIOM, Kak Oyaro OKTaBHs TOBO-
pujIa Ha CApMaTCKOM HUJTH TOTCKOM SI3BIKE.

— 51 He moHMMaIo TeOsI, — C OTUASTHUEM TI0XkaB TUIeYaMH, CKa3ajla OHa HAKOHEIl.

— Eciu 65l TBI T100MI1a €70 CTONBKO, CKOJIBKO $1, THI ITOHsUIa Obl MeHs. ThI ToTYac ObI 3acTaBHIIA
ero 3amMojTuarh, yBesa Obl ero Moj KakuM-HHOYIbh MPeJIoroM U n30aBuia Obl MEHs OT 3TOM MYKHU.
O, uro s BeicTpanana!l Kakoe MmydyeHbe ObUIO CIBIINIATH, KAK OH CYXO M TIOBEJIUTENIBHO JIOTPAIIBaII
TeOs1, mpeHeOperasi MHOM, ero KeHOM, 0 TAKOU CTEeTeHH, YTO B MOeM MPUCYTCTBUY 3aIIHUIIIAT CBOKO
BO3JTIOOJICHHY IO !

— Hy BoT Buunmib cama, Kak oHa BpeauT Tebe, 3Ta OTBpaThTebHas 3mMesi! BoT 31o-To s 1 xouy
ycrpanuth! [IpaBo, Thl Tak paccTpoeHa. ..
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— Her. Mou mbiciu sicHbl. .. To, 4TO 51 ceiiyac cka3ana, ObLT TOJIBKO BOIUIb, HEBOJIBHO BHIPBAB-
IIAIACS U3 MOETO U3MYUYEHHOTO cepiiia. AKT? Tep3aeT MeHs 10 Oe3yMusi, HO BCe-TaKH Thl HE TOJKHA
youBath ee! [TOKJITHUCH MHE B 3TOM TeM, 4TO IS TeOs cBAleHHee Bcero! MHave s1 He Oyay 3HaTh
nokosi! VIHaue 51 cHio ke MUHYTY TIORIy K HEMY U BbIJIaM eMy TBOE€ HaMepeHue !

B yeprax ummneparpuiibi-MaTepy BHIPa3UIOCh Oe3rpaHUYHOE HErOJJOBaHNE.

—V 1ebs HaTypa paObIHH, — C THEBOM BOCKJIMKHYJIA OoHa. — KTO, momoOHo HultieMy, 6pocaercst
Ha TMMBLTBHYIO JOPOTY, HE JOJKEH YIUBIISITHCS, €CITH €ro 3aTOMIyT.

— A uny x Hemy, — npomenTana OKTaBus, MPOTATUBAS PYKY K HAKUKE.

— Xopolo, — MpayHO MPOU3HECTa ATPHIIMHA, YBUIAB, YTO OHA PEIIMIACh, — S MOKJISHYCh
Teoe. ..

— CBAILIIEHHENIIM U BBICIIIMM Ha HeOe U Ha 3eMuie! — noackasasna OKraBud.

— Moeii BnacTbio HaJi MUpOM! — MoMNpaBuia ee ArpurilyHa ¢ BeJIMYaBbIM JBUKEHUEM. — ToH,
0 KOTOPOM THI IIPOCHIIIb, He OyIeT cae/JaHO HUKAKoro Bpena. Ho s Hajeloch, Th COTTTaCHIILCS Ha TO,
YTOOBI 51 yIIOTpeOwIa BCE CHIIBI IJIsI PACTOPKEHUSI 9TOW CBSA3M KaKUM-HHUOYIb ClIoco6oM. Ecim Thl Tak
paBHOIYIIIHA K caMoii cebe, mpekpacHo! st MeHs ke, IUIsl MaTepr UMIiepaTopa, 3TO — IOHOITIEHHUE,
1 51 Oy/y JeWCTBOBaTh, KaK MHE MOJCKaKeT MOE JIOCTOMHCTBO.

W ona ymuia He IpOCTUBILINUCH.

Cupuiickuil KoBep MeIJICHHO 3aKOJIBIXAJICSL HaJl ABEPBIO.

Cwmeprenbio u3mydeHHast OkTaBust Opocriach Ha KOJICHU U Havajla MOJIUThCS.

— MwustocepaHasi MaTepb BCEJICHHOM, — IITITAN €€ APOXKaIIHe ryobl, — TOKPOBUTEIIBHUIIA KEeH-
nwH FOHOHa, cxanbest Hamo MHou! {1 moduia ero Bcemu CHIaM# YT ¢ CaMOTO Havyasla v ¢ My4H-
TEeJILHBIM CaMOOOJIaJaHueM OCTaBajlach HeMa M XOJIOJIHA, Xkejask YOUTh HaJIe)Ky B MOeM OOSI3JIMBO
OuBITIeMcs cepaiie. A TIOTOM HACTYIWJI KOPOTKUI OaKeHHBIA COH, KOTIa MHE KakJ0e MIHOBEHHE
XOTeJIoch KpUKHYTh: «He Bepb Moelt xonogHoctu! Besip 1 mouty ymMupaio ot ropsiueil HeBbIpa3uMon
moOBu! Beap TOJIBKO OTTOTO, YTO MHE CTHITHO MOUX JIOJTUX COMHEHUH, TOJBLKO OTTOrO OJIakeHHO
MOe 3aMUpalolIiee Ceprie, OHO TOYHO MPUAABIEHO CBUHIIOBHIM OpeMeHeM ! » BhITh MOXKeT, eciu Obl 51
BBICKa3aJia TOTa BCE, YTO KUIIEIO B MOEW TPy/H... YKacHasi MbICIIb!

OHa omnycTujia rojioBy ¥ €e pOCKOIIIHBIE CBETJIO-KAIITAHOBbIE BOJIOCHI BOJTHOM PACCHIMAIUCh IO
MPEKPACHBIM TIIeYaM.

— Munocepnast FOHoHa, — MonmIach OHa, — MPOCTUA MEHS, €I B CBOEH IJTYTOW HEeJIOBKOCTH
s caenana ommOKy! Cxkanbest Hamo MHOU! Vciienn Moe cMepTesTbHO paHEeHHOE CEp/lle OT BCETOXKH-
parornieit JIoOBH, MOTYIIH €e, KaK BeTepOK TYIIUT CBeuy, WX Aail MHE CUJTy BEPHYTh KO MHE MOETO
Knasnust Hepona! § He Mory BBIHOCUTB 3TOrO J10Jbiiie. Kakayio HOub opollaio s cae3aMu MOe OfU-
HOKOE JIOXKE, a IyTh 3a0pe3KUTCS JIeHb, 51 CIIPAIUBAI0 CeOs: YTO MHE B 9TOM HOBOM CHSIOIIEM JTHE,
€CJIM OH HUYero He M3MEHUT? YMIIOCepauch Halo MHOM, N30aBb MEHsI OT MOEH IpbI3ylIell TOCKH,
u 51 Oyay 10 KOHIIA KU3HU MPOCIaBIIATh TeOs1!

OHa BcTajia, HEMHOTO yTelleHHasl.

— Cuia mpuponp! — Kak Obl BO CHE TIpoIlienTaia oHa. — YTo paccka3biBasl OH MHE O CHJIE TTPH-
POl M €€ TaMHCTBEHHBbIX 1essAX ? KOnurep He paspakaercs rpomMaMu 1 AMYp He IMyCKaeT CTpel, HO
BCe-TaKH, BO BCEX BEIlaX CKPbIBaeTCsl 00KECTBO, a JIIOOOBb CAMOE MOTYIIIECTBEHHOE U JICUCTBUTEITh-
Hoe u3 OoxecTB. Korjga MykurHa U RKeHIIMHA BOCTUIAMEHSTIOTCS B3aUMHOW CTPACTBIO, 3TO TIPOUCXO-
JWT BO UMSI CKPBITOTO BCEMOTYIIIETO JyXa U JIJIsI BBITIOJIHEHHS €T0 HeTTOCTHIKUMBIX TIeJIei. . .

Ona notepna ce6e J1o0.

— Jla, na, OH TOBOPWJI TakK, WJIM MOXOXKE Ha 3TO... Myk4unHA JTOOUT B 000kKaeMOi KEeHIITHE
Oyayliee JUTs U OTTOrO — XOTSI OH TOJIBKO CMYTHO 3TO YYBCTBYET — OH C TAKMM T'OPSYUM YIIOPCTBOM
MIPUBSI3BIBACTCS K TOM, KOTOpasi oOelaeT eMy KpacMBEHIIIero M COBEepIIIEHHEHIIero peoeHKa. . .

Omna 3aKkpbliIa pyKaMu 3ap/eBIIeecs JIULO.

—Tope, rope Mue! — mpomomkana oHa. — Ecitu Obl 1 MOIJIa Tereph MoJaTh eMy HaJIexk Iy, YTO OH
clieslaeTcs OTIIOM, UTO Y Hero OyzieT peOeHOK, IOXOKUI Ha Hero, Jia, Toraa... Her, — mocyie KopoTkou
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nay3bl BCKpUYajia oHa, — MOM peOeHOK HUKOT/IA He YOBJIETBOPHII ObI €ro. T0 He ObLJIO ObI AUTS €ro
Meutannil. Ho ecimu Op1 AKT3... O, 1 HecuacTHEHNIAs U3 JKEHIINH !

CoBepli1IeHHO U3HEMOKEHHAs1, OHA OIyCTUJIACh B KPECJIO.

Uepe3 HeKOTOpOe BpeMsi B JBEpb CHAIbHU JBYKPATHO MOCTYYalHCh, U Ha OT3bIB OKTaBUM
Bonu Puumc u oTnynieHHuIa Pabonus.

[Moxwunas Pabonus 6pocuia Ha OKTaBUIO BOITPOCHUTEITBHBIN B3IJISI]I, HA KOTOPBIN UMIIepaTpulia
OTBETMJIA JIETKUM HAKJIOHEHHWEM ToJI0Bbl. OTITYIIEHHUIIA JIOBKO M TUXO CHsla ¢ OKTaBUM OfIEKY,
Mesx1y TeM Kak Pruic pa3Bsa3blBaia e CaH/1aInu, CHUMasIa OpaciieThl M BHIHUMAaJla U3 TYCTBIX BOJIOC
30JI0ThIe HIMWIBKK. PaOOHMS CBUJIa ee BOJIOCH! y3JIOM M HE MOIJIA yIepKaThCsl, YTOOB HE BBIPA3UTh
BOCXMILIEHH Nepe]] HECPAaBHEHHOW KPAcOTOM TYIIUCTHIX MPSAAEH.

— TbI XOuelb NOpaJoBaTh MEHs TBOEI HEBUHHOM JIECTBIO? — CKa3aJla MoJIofiast UMIlepaTpuia. —
Braropapio Tebst 3a 1oOpoe HaMepeHue.

[Mocne Toro kak OKTaBus MPUHsLIA OOBIYHYIO BAHHY B COCEeHEN KoMHaTe, Puimc ynamack ¢
[IEPEMOHHBIM TIOKJIOHOM. PaOoHMSI ke, YJI0KUB CBOIO IMPEKPACHYIO MOBEUTEIBHUILY B TIOCTENTh, CamMa
JIery1a epesi ee JIOKEM Ha Pa30CTIIaHHbIA KOBEp.

TomyGoBaras Jamna pa3nuBaiia evyaiabHbIA CBET Ha OJIeHbIE YePTHI CTPAAAIHUIIBI, OT 3aKPBITHIX
17123 KOTOPOH elnie Joiro Oexas CoH, Mexay TeM Kak PaboHMsI JaBHO yke 3acHyIa.
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Yactb BTOpast

I'maBal

JIBe Henenu ciycts B paboueM kabuHete PraBust CLieBUHA CUJIEIH ILIECTh YEIOBEK, ITOIPYKEH-
Hble B TUXYIO Oecey. DTo ObUIH: XO35IMH JIoMa, ero cyrnpyra Metemnna, bapea Copanwuii, Tpasea 1o,
ooraras erunTsAHKa DMUXapyuc U roCy1apCTBEHHbIN coBeTHUK AHHel CeHeka.

W3-3a cBOEro ymopHOro NMpOTUBOMNEWCTBHS KAaKMM Obl TO HM ObLIIO HACHJILCTBEHHBIM MEpam
NIPOTHB IOHOH BO3/MI00IeHHON nMniepaTopa CeHeka OKOHYATeIbHO MOTEePsiT pacloyioKeHHe uMIepa-
TPHILIBI-MaTepH, KOTOpasi yoTpeOnsa BCe CTapaHusl, YTOOBI JIMIIUTh €r0 BIUATEIBHOTO MONOKEHHS
IIpY ABOPE.

Bonpeku cBoeii Teopur 0 BCEMOTYIIECTBE CTPEMJICHUI IPUPOJIBI, BRIPAKABIIEMCS] B JIIOOBH
TEM PELIUTENIbHEE, YEM YIIOPHEE Ka3aslach NPUBA3aHHOCTh, CeHeKa CUMTall CTPAcThb Lie3aps IPexo-
AAIIMM yBJI€YEHHEM, KOTOpPOe B KOHILIE KOHLIOB MUHYET 0e3 BpeZa JUisl AyXOBHOro pa3putus HepoHa,
€CJIM ero OCTaBAT B MOKOE; B MPOTUBHOM e CIydae MOKHO ObUIO OXHAATh CaMbIX HENPHUSTHBIX
MHOCJIEACTBUN.

ArpunmmHa 1oka elre oracauach NpuOerHyTh K KpaitHOCTH U, 00oiiasick 6e3 CeHekH, npuBe-
CTH B MICTIOJIHEHHE CBOM TUIAHBI 110 COOCTBEHHOMY YCMOTpPEHHMIO, MO0 ciepkaHHoe, Oe3ynpeyHo Oa-
ropa3symHoe nosejieHre HepoHa nociie Ts1kesoro oObsCHeHus1, TaK e Kak BeCbMa CKPOMHOE TOBe-
AeHue AKT? BHYIIAIW €1 U3BECTHYIO JOJIIO YBaKECHUS.

Crnoa HeyacTHOM OKTaBUH, OBITh MOXET, TAKKE HE OB 3a0BITHI €I0.

TeM He MeHee IroCyJapCTBEHHBI COBETHUK CUMTAJ, YTO OJIM3MUTCS BpeMs, KOrjia BO3MOXKHO
OylleT HaKOHEll CIOMUTb BHICOKOMEPUE ATPHUIITUHBL.

— Jlpy3b, — TOBOpWJI CBOMM 3aJyIIeBHBIM rojiocoM Tpasea IIat, — mo MmoeMy MHeHuIO, ecnu
HEJIb3 HEMEMJIEHHO YroBOpUTh HepoHa Ha peluuTeNbHbIM NOCTYNOK, TO MBI IOJKHBI JEUCTBOBATh
CaMOCTOSITEJILHO, XOTS U C BeJIMYaiIIell CHUCXOAUTENIBHOCTBIO. be3bokHoe HanmageHne Ha PnaBus
CreBmHa B ero caiy J0oKas3ajo HaM, 4To yowiilia umrneparopa KnaBaus u BputanHuka He m30buia
CBOETO 1o30pHOro KoBapcrBa. Eciim Anzeit CeHeka, ¢ caMoro Havasia 3HaBIIMI 00 3TUX MpecTyIlIe-
HUSIX, IO CUX IOP €ILE HE YCTPAaHWI 3JI0AEUKY, TO EIMHCTBEHHO JIMLIb U3 YBAXKEHUS K [IOYTUTEIBHOMY
CbIHY, HE IIOI03PEBABLIEMY O CBATOTATCTBEHHBIX AesiHUAX cBoer Marepu. Ho HepoH, no-sugumomy,
Bce OoJIbllie U OOJbIIe OTAATSETCS OT TOCYJAPCTBEHHBIX 3aHSTHIA. ATpHIIMHA (DaKTHYECKH OCTa-
eTcsl eIMHOJIMYHOI MpaBUTEIbHULIEH U, BMECTE C HEMHOI'MMH Pa3yMHBIMM MEpaMH, OHa Ipuoderaer
K OTBPaTUTEJILHENILIEMY TIPOU3BOIY BCIOLY, II€ 3TO €1 MPEICTaBIISETCS BHITOIHBIM.

— 910 npaBaa! — Bckpyyaau BMecte MeTesula M erunTsHKa JNUXapyc.

— B ocobennoctu xe, — npopomkan Tpasea 1T, — BO3MYTHIO MEHSI TO30PHOE TOKYILIEHHE
Ha Pnasuda CueBuHa. S mpomMomya, Kak s MOJUy IOBCIOAY, IIIE CJIOBA NpexaeBpeMeHHsl. Ho Mue
TOTYAC K€ CTAJIO SICHO, YTO TAMHCTBEHHbIN yAap KUHKXaJIOM ObUT OTBETOM ATPUIIMHBI HAa MATPHO-
TUYECKUM TOCT HALIEro MPEeBOCXONHOro Apyra. MHoro Henens nposesxan ®nasuii CreBrH Ha ofpe
6one3Hu. Teneps OH 310poB Onarogaps UCKyccTBY ero yectHoro [lomxumuus. C cornacus ®nasus,
s IPUIVIACKJT Bac Clofja, KOO MHE KaKeTCsl, YTO JOJT APYKObI, PABHO KaK M JIOOOBb K POJIMHE, MTPe/I-
IIUCHIBAIOT HAM B3IJIAHYTh MPSAMO B JIMLIO TATOCTHOMY IOJIOKEHHUIO.

— Tel He cOMHeBaeIIbCsl OTHOCUTEIBHO BUHOBHOT'O JinIa? — oOpartuiicst K Hemy bapea Copanuid.

— Becb cBeT menyer, YTo NpecTynHuLa — ArpunmvHa.

— A rae nokasarenscrBa? 1 HeHaBUXKY ITPE3PEHHYIO KEHILMHY, HO 51 IpYyT clipaBeyimBocT. U
pedb TBOSI HEIOCTATOYHO MEHs1 yOeK/1aeT.

— Iouemy? — cripocun I1aT.
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— 41 noHMmalo npuuMHLL, MOOYAUBINIKE ATpUNTIIMHY U30aBUTHCS OT uMIieparopa Kinasaus. Ox
JIMYHO OBLT el MMPOTHBEH, BEUHO HAJ0E/Ial €l CBOEH YUYEHOCTHIO, M eClTU JCUCTBUTEIILHO OH yMep,
MOEB OTPABJIEHHBIX TPUOOB, TO 51 TOTOB TMOBEPHUTH, OYITO OHA CKazana Mmpu 3Tom: «['pudsl — Kymma-
Hbe, TpeBpalaiiee Jiojaei B 6orop». Bee 3T0 MHE OHATHO, XOTS S CYUTAIO TO HU3KUM U FaKUM.
[ToTom oHa BiMIIa OTpaBJICHHYIO BOAY B BUHO OsaroponHoro bpurannuka. U 3aech s OmkeH JOIy-
CTUTh 1IeJIECOOOPA3HOCTh ee MOOYkKICHU, OCHOBAHHBIX HAa YECTOMOOMU OECCOBECTHOM KEHITMHBI.
Ho s1 He MOTy OCTUTHYTh IPUYMH, 3aCTABUBIIMX €€ HEMEIJIEHHO NOCATHYTh Ha ku3Hb PnaBus Cre-
BMHA M3-32 HECKOJIbKUX CJIOB, B CYIIIHOCTHU, OBIBIIMX JIMIIh HAMEKOM I1e3apio Ha TO, YTO OH OOJIbIIe
He quTs. Henb3s1 ke CTpesnsTh B NTUI] U3 METATEIbHBIX CHAPSIOB.

Hacrynwia naysa.

— IIs1, — cHoBa 3aroBopun ®naeuil ClieBUH, — THI €llle paHbIlle Jelajl MHE pa3Hble HAMEKH,
HO Bpayuy He MO3BOJISUIM HaM Oece1oBaTh Mpex/e, YeM s MOMpPaBIiock coBceM. S monaraio, 4to tede
M3BECTHO Oosbiiie, yem nopo3penaeT bapea Copanuii. Tak roBopH e Tenepb OTKPOBEHHO, JIsl TOTO,
YTOOBI PY3bs1 HAIIIM, & B OCOOEHHOCTH T'OCY/IapPCTBEHHbIN COBETHHK, Y3HAIU BCe, O€3 yTalKu.

— OxoTHO, — Bo3pasui [13T. — [ yxe xoTesn 310 caenaTh, Korna MeHsi OCTAaHOBHJT KPAaCHOPEUMBO
MOYEPKHYTHIN cKenThIu3M apyra bapea. CeHeka He yIMBUTCS, TaK KaK OH 3HAeT HpaBbl MMIlepa-
TPUIIBI U ee He0Oy3/1aHHO KMWIMBBIN XapakTep.

— JevictButensHO, — moaTBepani CeHeka, — ee Jep30CTh C KaKAbIM JHEM CTAHOBUTCS Bee Oosee
yrpoxaroreit. S1 mpoctui eii nporioe paayu HepoHa v motoMy, 4TO CUMTAIO MPUIAYHBIM 11 ICTUH-
Horo ¢utocoa ObITh CTPOTMIM K cCaMOMy ce0e M CHUCXOOUTENIbHBIM K ApyruM. OJHAKO MpUIILIa
1opa MperpaauTb OypHBIN MOTOK, MHAYE OH 3aJbeT BCIO CTPaHy CBOMMM JABIMSIIMMUCS KPACHBIMU
BOJTHAMH.

— Bot 10 4ero mbl 101 ¢ HaIMMU Hajexaamu! — B3noxays ®nasuii CuieBuH. — Mbl 101N
0 3TOTO MO/ CKUIETPOM KPOTKOTo, YeJoBeyHoro HepoHa, cTpacTHOTO MOKJIOHHUKA UCKYCCTB, BOC-
TOPXKEHHOT'O JIpyra MpUpO/bl, 0OIAJAIONIETO JIUIIb OHUM HEIOCTATKOM — CITUIIIKOM TOpSYO MPHBSI-
3bIBAThCSI KO BCEMY, UTO €rO BIIOXHOBJISIET.

— MB#I 3aX01UM B IIOCTOPOHHIOI 00JIaCTh, — 3aMeTUJI MpauHbiil Bapea. — [13T XoTen cooOmuTh
HaM CBOM HaOJTIO/ICHHSI.

— Urak, moit noporoit ®nasuii CuieBuH, — Havyai Tpasea, — mpecTyIjieHre, COBEPIIIEHHOE Hal
TOOOI MMITepaTpULIeii-MaTepbio, OBLIO JIMIIH HATIOJIOBUHY MOJIMTUYECKOE U, KAK TAKOBOE, OHO OKa3a-
JIOCh KpaiiHe Oe3pacCyIHbIM M MPesKAeBPEMEHHBIM, NOO OHO 3aCTaBUJIO KaXKIOTO U3 HAC CIIOKOHHO
Y YBEPEHHO CMOTPETH B IJ1a3a BUCALIEW HaJl HAIIMMU IOJIOBAMU ONACHOCTHU U C ABOMHOM SHEpruen
MIPUCTYIUTH K OCYIIECTBJIEHHIO HAIIIMX TUIAHOB. V13 TBOETO TOCTa OHA MOHSIIA, YTO U ThI, KOTOPOTO OHA
CUMTaJIa HATOJIOBMHY OOpAIlleHHBIM, Oy/Ielllb KAMHEM B CTEHE, BO3JJBUT'a€MOM MTPOTUB Hee IPEBHUM,
HeroOeJMMbIM PUMCKHUM JIyXoM. B nipunazike BHE3AIHOTO pa3apakeHusl OHA MOIJIa PEIIUThCS yCTpa-
HUTH TeOs1, U Kak MOXHO ckopee. Ho pa3apaxkenue 310 He ObLIO OB CTONL 6e3MepHO, e Obl OTO,
KOTOPOMY HECKOJILKO THEel TOMY Ha3ajl OHa TallHO Mpejyiarajia CBO Ol1arocKJIOHHOCTb, HO He J0Ou-
JIach HUYETO, KpOMe BEXKJIMBBIX YBEPTOK (3T0 MHE pacckazasa [lonmest), He yIbIOHYICS C TAKUM YHO-
BOJILCTBUEM IIPU TOM TOCTE. DTO MPOU3BEJIO B3PHIB.

— Ho xt0 e 3HaeT, yeMy OH yJbIOHYJICsA? — npepBai ero bapea. — BeITh MOXeT, KpaCUBBIM
opmam cBOeit KeHbI WM OECCTBIIHON POXKHUIIE ALICPPOHUH.

— He ropstarcs, nocroitnsnii Copanuii, — npogokain [15T. — Bee paBHO, uemy Obl HE YIBIOHYIICS
Oto. ®aKT TOT, YTO OH YJABIOHYJICS, UTO MMIIEpATPHLIA 3aMETHJIA €T0 YJBIOKY M OTHECIIa €€ K CBOeMy
3aTPyIHUTESIFHOMY TOJIOKEHUIO. $1 peKkpacHoO BUEN, Kak OHA modsieHeNa Py STOM, CTOJIb MHOTO-
KpaTHO YIIOMHUHAEMOM YJIbIOKe, MeXIy TeM Kak PJaBuil yxe JaBHO MPOM3HEC CBOW CAMBIE PE3KHUE
cioBa. B Hell BCKuMen rHeB OTBEPrHYTOMH, jKaskayliei moOBu skeHIIuHbL. OHa xoTtena nokaszats OTo,
OT KOTOPOTO OHA BCE-TAKM HE OTKA3aJ1ach, YTO BHINAJAET HA JOJIIO JeP3KOMY Harjieily, OCMeIMBaio-
IIeMycsl OCKOPOJIATh MPEKpacHEHIITyIo JKeHIMHY Puma, Kakoi oHa ce0si cunTaerT.
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3. DkureiiH, A. Pam6o. «Hepon (cOopHUK)»

KoHen 03HakoMuUTEJIbHOT0 (pparmMeHra.

Texkcr npenocrasieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe 3Ty KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIMB IIOJHYIO JIEraJbHYIO Bepcuio Ha JlutPec.

BesomnacHo onnatuTh KHUTY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOM Kaprtoit Visa, MasterCard, Maestro, co cuera
MOOWIIBHOTO TenepoHa, C TUIaTeKHOro tepMuHana, B catone MTC wm Cesi3Hoii, yepes PayPal,
WebMoney, fAunekc.densru, QIWI Komesnek, 60HyCHbIME KapTaMu WX APYTUM YIOOHBIM Bam crio-
COOOM.
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