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IIpoJor

— Yersipe kpenocty Bo3aBUrHYTH. Kak u nosenesan Koren
HewcroBblii, — npousnéc OypeH, crapiinid 30441 TpU UMIIepa-
TOPCKOM JBOPE.

— bnarogapio Bac, 4to emé pa3 HalOMHWIM HaM 00 3TOM, —
C IBHBIM IIpU3peHHeM K HeMy oOpatuJics ['ynpod, renepai cesib-
MOT0 JIETUOHA. — A Terepb JaBaiiTe nepeaéM K Oosee BakKHbIM
BOIPOCAM, KACAIOIIUMCH. . .

Ero peub npepBan HacTOMUYMBBIN Kaiesb. ['yipod ¢ Heyno-
BOJIbCTBUEM B3IVISHYJI HA IPUYMHY I1yMa. CTapUK-3044Mi Kalll-
JIA71 B KyJIaK, HO OT B3IJIs[la TeHepaJla He YCKOJIb3HYJI TOT (PaKT,
4yr0o OypeH, coaporasch BCEM TEJIOM, BCE K€ BHUMATEIILHO CJIe-
JT 32 uMIiepatopoM. M Kak TOJIbKO cTapyk OMMaJt B3IV BJa-
JBIKH, €70 XBOPb MOMEHTAJIBHO UCUE3JIA.

— Bame CpemneitinectBo! — ¢ nmoksionom oOparuicsi OypeH
K umrneparopy. — IIpocture Moo HacCTOMYMBOCTB, HO S IPO-
cTo 00s13aH cKa3aTh BaM. [IposiBUTE CHUCXOXIEHHE, BICTyILAi-
T€ CTapUKa.

«Bor crapsii ranénsi! — 3akunen I'ypinod. — 3a cepiMu Bo-
JIOCaM¥ CKPBIBAET OeCIpeie/IbHYI0 XUTPOCTh M HAIIOCTh, a eIIé
HaszbiBaeT ceOs1 myapeuom! Hy, HUYero, B 3TomM roposje HoJHO
TEMHBIX NIEPEYJIKOB, T/I€ €r0 MOTYT MOJKUAATh KPYITHBIE HETIPU-
SITHOCTH Ha ero 6opoy !»

MmniepaTop Moiya CMOTpPES Ha CTapyuKa ¥ HUKTO HE CMEJI TTpe-



pBaTh 3aTSHYBIIYIOCS Nay3y. DHEPrUUHbI, €/1Ba Pa3MEHSIBILIUN
TPETUl IeCATOK JJopMurep DIaproH yiKe CIaBUJICS CBOEU MY/I-
pocThio. HeomHOKpaTHO OH MpUHUMAJT pelleHus, BCs 3aTest KO-
TOPBIX MOJTHOCTBIO PACKPbIBAJIACH MPOCTHIM OOBIBATENISIM JIUIIIb
CITYCT$1 HECKOJIbKO JieT. 1 BOT cefiuac oH cuzies, CJIOBHO BbICEYEH-
HBIM U3 KaMHs, U pa3MbIIUIA, KAKOU COENIATh CJAEIYIOIMI X0,

— T'oBopwu, — mpousuéc oH, u ['ypnod ycisliman B310x ooJer-
YEHUs CTapuKa.

— Bamre CeeteiiecTBo, Kak BceM HaM u3BecTHO, KoreH 3a-
BeIlaJ1 XPaHWUTh Hallle TOCYAAPCTBO OT BcexX ero BparoB. Korma
OH IMpHYKa3aj BO3BECTU NEPBYIO TBepAbIHIO, Ckany Toppaka. ..

— Crapuk, Tbl coBceM BblkMII U3 yMa! [lepBas TBEpAbIHA — 3TO
Kpona Akkapusi, TO MECTO, TJie Thl HAXOAUIILCS B TAHHBIA MO-
MEHT. DTO Aaxe IeTAM u3BecTHO! — ['ynpod ¢ npuspennem ycra-
BUJICSI Ha 3014ero: «Jlen, moxoxe, TPOHYJICS YMOM Ha CTapoCTH
JIeT. Yke AaBHO ObUIO MOpa MOABICKUBATh €My 3aMEHY B COBETE.

— BpI, yBaxaemblil reHepall, MaJIo YhTaeTe KHUAT. A ec Obl
BAC MHTEPECOBaja MCTOPYS HAILEr0 rOCyJapcTBa, TO Bbl 3HA-
qm Ob1, uTo MMeHHO Ckana Toppaka siBisieTcs IepBOil TBEP/IbI-
HE, C Ybero CTPOUTESbCTBA U HAYaJlaChb MCTOPUS BO3BEICHUS
NOI0OOHBIX KPEMOCTel, — 304Uid TIOyYall ero HaJIMEHHbIM TOJIO-
COM, CJIOBHO I€pe]l HUM CHUJIE] HE COBETHHUK CaMOr0 MMIIepaTo-
pa, a Kakou-1o wkossAp. — [Ipocture, g nponomky. Tak BoT, KO-
raa Koren npukasan Bo3sectu Ckany Toppaka, oH 3Has, 4To pa-
HO WJIY MTO3JHO TEPMAHILIBI BHOBb IOMNBITAIOTCS HAHECT HAM BHU-
3ut. Ul muiis ObUT BCTaBJIEH B CTEHY TMOCIIEIHUT KaMeHb, KaK ero



JIOraJIKa OMpaB/Iaiach: TEPMaHIIb, COOpaB OECCUETHOE BOKCKO,
JIBUHYIMCH Ha Hac. Ckata Toppaka Torjaa caepkaiia ux MoTYuIna
Y TOIOCTIeBIIIME BOBPeMsI JOOJIECTHBIE JIeTHOHBI TPOTHAIM Bpa-
rOB C HalMX 3eMedb. Vicropus Tpetbed TBepAbiHU — bank-Xap-
Ibl, MIeHTUYHA cynpOe CKabl, pa3iuyue JIUIIb B HAIaIaBIIIX
Ha Hac Bparos. C Kponou u Manuccoi B¢€ u Tak noHATHO. Kpo-
Ha — cepille uMIepum, a Manucca — BOCTOYHbIE BpaTa B HaIly
crpany. Ho, ectb emi€ koe-uto. Ectb eme ogHo 3aBenjanue Ko-
reHa, KOTOpoe Mbl TPOMYCTUIM MUMO YIIEH.

— W 49Tt0 %€ ckazan Mou mpeokK?

«IIpoknareil crapukan! Tenepp Hamemy ceemiomy Jopmu-
repy crajio uatepecHo! Utob teds uepBu coxpanu!» — ['yiapod.

— CeBepy HyxHa 3amuTa. Kamens u cua.

— Ot koro? — ynuBuics uMmnepatop. — Ha ceepe, kak s 3Haro,
TOJIBKO OJIEHEBOAIBI Ja KUTOOOW. 3aueM HaM HYyXHa TaM Kpe-
nocThb?

— Koren He ckazan. Ho, oH mpon3HOCKIT IOIOOHBIE CJI0Ba, KO-
raa JeJio Kacajuoch Kax10u u3 TBepapiHb. M yxke cyliecTBoBaHue
TPEX TBEPIbIHb M3 YETHIPEX ceOs1 onpanasio. Bame Ceemeiiie-
CTBO, HE 5 IPUYyMaJ 3TU CJI0BA. 51 BBIYMTA MX B OAHOU U3 KHUT,
HancanHon JeronucueM Korena. M ecay Tam ecTh 3TH CJIoBa,
3HAUUT, TaK OHO U ObLTO. BBI ke 3HaeTe, Ball MPeOK HUKOT/IA
HE MyCKaJ CcJIoBa Ha BeTep.

— 3Halo, — 1ocJie MPOJOIKUTEIBHOTO MOJTYaHUSI OTBETUII UM-
niepaTtop. — Bbl nipesiaraete BO3BECTH €I1IE OJIHY TBEPIBIHIO?

— a. Ho, He mpocto tBepabIHI0. KoreH cka3zan «Kamens u cu-



ay». [IOHATHO, YTO KaMEHb — 3TO KPENocTh. A cuia. .. f nymaro,
cwia — 310 Marust. OH XOTes yCHIIMTh 3TY KPEerocTh MaraMu, BOT
YTO § IyMalo.

— bpen! 1o nonHei Open! OypeH, Bbl XOTHTE MOCTPOUTH
MOTYYYI0 KPENoCTh Ha CaMOM Kpaio CeBepa, /1a ellE BbICTABUTh
B HEW rapHU30H MaroB? Bel coBceM 13 yma BbKWIM? Y HAc Jie-
HEr He XBaTaeT Ha COIepKaHWe apMUH, a Bbl XOTUTE OpOCaThCs
ropamu 30J10Ta JIUIIb ISl TOTO, YTOOBI CAaMOMY BO3BECTH eIl
onHy kperoctb. Kpenocts nmenn Bac! Ot koro Ham 3ammummars-
ca tam? Ot Mopckux cBuHen? Mmm ot onenesonos? S caenan
IUIst ceOs1 BBIBOJI, UTO BBl HE TIOHMMaeTe, 0 4éM ropopurte. Ham
HEe Hy’KHa 3Ta KPernocThb, XOTh OHA OyAET TPUKIbI OOJIbIIIE TI000I
Jpyrou TBepabiHU. CIKOHOMIIEHHBIE Ha €€ BO3BEEHUH CPEJICTBA
JIydllle yCTUTh Ha HYX/Ibl apMUU Wid pIiota.

— I'enepaut, BB HE MIOHUMAETE. ..

— D710 BBl He NMoHUMaete! Bbl oTKananu rae-1o B MbUIM Ka-
KHMe-TO HEIOHSITHbIe cJIoBa O 3ammTe ceBepa. Ckaxute MHe,
OypeH, CKOJIbKO MPOIILJIO BPEMEHH € TeX nop, koraa Koren mpo-
u3Héc ux? 4 Bam orBeuy: Oosbiiie Thicsiuu JeT! bosbiie Thicsaun
JIET MPOIIJIO C TeX MOp, KaK BEJIUKUI UMIIEPATOP PacCIopsiInil-
Cs1 IOCTPOUTH KPETIOCTh, OH 34 3TH T'Olbl TAK HUYETO U HE IMPOo-
u3onuio. HuKkTo He mpuIén ¢ ceBepa, HUKTO HE Harajl Ha Hac
U3 CHETOB.

— VYcnokoiitech, I'ypnod, — 10HECCS 10 HEro pa3MepeHHbIM
roJioc uMIieparopa. — s oueHs OyarogapeH Bam, 9To Bbl TaK 3a00-
TUTECH O KaszHe. Ho mporiry, mycTh Ka3HOW 3aHUMaeTCs Ka3HAvel,



CTPOUTENBLCTBOM 30[14MiA, 2 BOWHOW reHepai. CTpaHOu ke mpa-
BUTH JIOJUKEH mMIieparop. I MMEeHHO umnepaTop JOKEH IpH-
HSATH pellieHre, CTPOUTh WM He CTPOUTh, — ['yprod nobdneanen,
a [Topmurep, TeM BpeMEHeM, CHsLJI C TOJI0BbI CBOIO KOPOHY. — Mon
MPEIOK CO3Jal 3Ty CTpaHy, — IPOU3HEC OH, BEPTH €€ B pyKax
¥ Tpo0ys1 AJIbIIEM Ha OCTPOTY KaX bl U3 ABEHAIIATH 3yOII0B. —
U 6b110 OBI HECTIPABETIMBO C HACMEIITKOW OTHOCUTBCS K €0 CJI0-
Bam. Eciu OH Tak ckasaj, BO3MOXHO, OH 3HaJl ropasio 0oJjib-
1Ie, YeM ceiluac 3HaeM Mbl, — UMIIEpaTOp BEPHYJ CUMBOJ BJa-
CTHM Ha TOJIOBY M MOocMoTpel B mias3a ['ypnody. — Bel, renepai,
OTIIPaBJISIETECh HA CEBEP U MTPOBEAETE pa3BeKy. Bbl MOAroToBH-
T€ MECTHOCTb K MPHUOBITHIO CTpouTelNiel u obecrieunte um 6e3-
ornacHocTh. OypeH, BaM $ Jialo MOJNrofa Ha TO, YTOObl coOpaTh
HEOOXOIUMBIX JTIOAEH 1T BO3BEAEHHS TOW KpenocTu. Tak xe
BbI OyzieTe cOTpyAHMYATh ¢ apxumarom TepeBucom. OH MOMOXeT
BaM B Marnyeckux BoIpocax. Apxumar, — UMIeparop nepeBes
B3IJISI]] HA eIE OIHOTO CTapuKa, — Bl JIOJKHBI OynieTe BHIOpaTh
MAaroB, C KOTOPBIMH Y IIOEAETE Ha CTPOUTEIILCTBO YEPE3 MONTO1a.
3onuuit OypeH yuTeT BCe BalllM MOKEJIaHUsI OTHOCUTEJIBHO Ma-
T'MYECKOW MPEAPACIONOKEHHOCTH HOBOW TBEpAbIHU. WTaK, 1uis
BaC TPOMX CEroAHsIIHEe 3aceAaHre oKoH4YeHo. [Ipoiiry npucry-
MaTh K BBIIOJIHEHUIO MOETO NOPYYEHUS.

I'ypnod nonpHsuicss B HeroyMeHuU. «IIpOKJIATHIA CTapuKaH
HE TOJIKO YTOBOPHMJI CAMOTO UMITEpPAaTOpa Ha 3TO OE3yMCTBO, TaK
eme U MeHs MoAcTaBwiI. Tenepb MpUAETCS JOKUBATh OCTATOK
CBOMX JIHEN Ha ceBepe. YEPTOB MOIXaJMM» — MBICIEHHO IPO-



kyimHas1 oH Oypena. OH BhIIIes U3 3aJ1a 3aceJaHui U OOEPHYJICS.
3a HUM CJIeA0BAJT 03aJaYE€HHBI ApXHUMAr, a 3aMbIKaJ POLECCUI0
caM 30[14MiA, CKBO3b PacTpENaHHyI0 OOPOIy KOTOPOro MpoOHBa-
Jlach OOEIOHOCHAs YJIbIOKA.



1. KueTka

W3 ero rpyau BeIpbIBAIMCH XPHIIBbL, €0 HOTY T'OPEJM OT yCTa-
JIOCTH, HO OH HE MOI' OCTAaHOBUTbCS. OCTAHOBUTHCA — 3HAYUT
ymepeTh. Ha ero myTi BO3HUK MepTBell, Oy/ATO I'yCTON TyMaH cam
noponu ero. CTeH Ha X0y 3aHEC KJIeBELl HaJl FOJIOBOM U yJapuil
ero, 4to Obu1o cuj1. KocTh XpycTHYJ1a, YCTYIIUB B IIPOYHOCTH Ke-
JIe3y, U MEPTBELl MOBAIUJICS HA MATKUE, MTOKPBITHIE MXOM KOY-
ku. CTeH nepeKyBbIPKHYJICS Yepe3 CTBOJ MOBAJIEHHOIO JepeBa
u orsiHysIcsA. CKBO3b Oeiyio MejieHy TO TYT, TO TaM BUIHEJHCH
OUYEepTaHMs paCKaYMBAIOIIUXCA Tell. Ml XOTb OHM ITOCTOSIHHO CIIO-
THIKQJIMCh U MAJaJIA OH IIOHUMAJI, YTO 3Ty TOHKY €My HE BBIUI-
patb. OH CIUTIOHYJI U NOJIHSUICA Ha HOrv. BHe3arnHo B ero cnu-
HY BLENWINCH XOJIOAHbIE pyKH, 1 CTEH ¢ pa3BOpOTa yIapuj Ha-
IaBILIErO Ha HEr0 MEPTBELA JIOKTEM, BJIOXKHB B yIap BCIO CBOIO
3510cTh. HexxmBOE TENIO0 MOTEpAIO paBHOBECHE U KYBBIPKHYJIOCH
Jyepe3 OPeBHO, Yepe3 KOTOPOEe TOJIBKO UTO MEPEBAIMIICS OH CaM.
CreH pa3MaxHyJICs CBOM JIIOOMMBIM MOJIOTKOM M Pa3MO3KHIT Ue-
penymky ooumaunky. TémHas Kuka pasnerenach BO BCE CTOPO-
Hbl, HO CTEH yXUTPWICS YBEPHYTHCS OT JIETAILMX B HETO KaIleJb.
OH pa3BepHyJICs U BHOBb MoOeskasl CKBO3b Tonu. KopoTkast re-
peABIIIKa MPUaia eMy CHJI, HO HOTH BCE TaK ke ObUTH OOBSTHI
BHYTPEHHUM IlJIaMeHeM. «EIIé HEeMHOTro ¥ OHM OTKaXKyT», — pe-
IIWJI OH, B OYEPEAHOM pa3 CIOTKHYBIIKCH U HBIPHYB B JIEJSHYIO
60510THYI0 KMKYy. OH XJIeOHYJT BOTUIIBI U TTOAHSIICS, MOATATHBA-



SICh PYKOH 32 KaKOe-TO TOHKOE JepeBIIe.

Bokpyr 6pomwmm BocctaBime U CTeH, BOCHOJB30BABIIICH
HEOXXUIAHHOU Tepe/bIIlIKOM, OIIsAesCs, pelasi, Kylaa Ha 3TOT
pa3 emy cBepHyTb. C Tex Mop, Kak OH MOKHUHYJI CBOW OTpSij,
OH MOT TOJIbKO HAJIesIThCSI, UTO YBEN 32 COOOM BCEX, WM XO-
Ts1 ObI OOJIBINTYIO YacTh MepTBerioB. OH cam ceOe caesan mpuro-
BOD, a Terephb y Hero MosiBUJIACh HAJEK/Ia, YTO OH BCE JKe CMO-
KET BBIOpaThcsl oTciofa KUBbIM. Ho ¢ KaxapiM THEM OHa Tasi-
JIa: HEMTPOHMIIAEMBIM TYMaH TMOKPBIBA OOJI0Ta M Aake COTHeY-
HbIE JIyYl He MOTJIM MPOOUTHCS CKBO3b 3Ty Oenécyio cteny. OH
HE MOT OIpe/Ie/INTh, B KAKOW CTOPOHE ceBep, a B Kako or. CoJTH-
112, KaK 1 3BE€3[1, He ObUIO BUJIHO, /1a 1 MOX POC MOBCIOTY, HE BbI-
Oupasi HUKaKue CTOPOHBI JPEBECHBIX CTBOJIOB. 3a MOJITOpa THS
CKUTaHUI TI0 OOJIOTaM OH CBOPAYMBAJI YK€ THICSUY pa3, HO Tak
W HE HaIIEN BHIXOIA M3 CMepTesibHOro ylabupunta. Ero monor
POOWIT IECSITKY THUJIBIX TOJIOB, & TPOTUBHUKOB HE CTAHOBUJIOCH
menblrte. OHM OpoauM Besje, Kyaa najaai ero B3nisia u CteH
Oexa Tyza, rjae ux ObUI0 MEHBbIIIe.

B niepBblIii ieHb OH yMaJl, YTO KUTh €My OCTaJIOCh CYUTAaHHbIC
Yachl, HO HACTYIWJIa HOUb, U OH 3aMETHUJI, YTO MEPTBEllbl, 00b-
SIThIE XOJIOMHBIM TYMaHOM, BeAyT ceOsi 6oJiee BSIIO, 4eM OOBIYHO.
Onu Gpocaich Ha HETO JIUIIL B TOM CJTy4ae, €CJIM OH TOIXO/HIT
K HUM COBCEM BIPUTHIK. [T03TOMY OH mepeOus BOKpYT ce0st Kak
MOXHO OOJIbIIIe BOCCTABIIMX U CIIOKOWHO MPOCUIEN Ha MIeHEUKe
HECKOJIPKO YacOB, BCE K€ HE PEIIAACh 3aCHYTh. DTOI0 BPEMEHU
€My XBaTHJIO, YTOOBI XOPOIIIEHbKO BOCCTAHOBHUTH CUJIBI, HO Te-



nepbr OH BHOBb ObUT Ha rpaHu. CTeH yXe BBIKMHYJ IIUT, Tak
KaK TOT CTaJI CJIMIIKOM TsKEN. OH yXke TOTyMbIBAT U30aBUTHCS
U OT KOJIbYYTH — BCE-TAKH TMOJICOTHU (hYHTOB XOPOIIO TIOBJIHSI-
Jii ObI HA BBIHOC/IMBOCTh, HO UTO-TO OCTAHABJIMBAJIO €0 OT MPH-
HSATHUST TAKOTO PEIeHUsI.

CTeH 3aMeTws1, YTO OJIMH W3 MEPTBEILIOB MOAOIMIEN K HEMY
CIUIIKOM Or3K0. OH NOHSICS U pa3HEC TOMY Yeper CHIIbHbIM
ynapom. Kiieeri oH Bcerjia iepxai B pyKe, HAKMHYB Ha 3arisiCThe
pPEeMEIIOK, YTOObl HU B KOEM cilydae He MoTepsaTh opyxkue. OH
eme pa3 OCMOTpeJics ¥ BhIOpast Haripapienue. CTeH CHOBa I0-
MUaJjICcs 1Mo OOJOTHBIM KOYKaM, €CJIM 3TO CJIOBO BOOOIIE ObUIO
IPUMEHUMO K ero ckopoctd. OH MpOCTO TaIlUjICS YyTh-4yTh
OBICTpEE, YeM ero HeTOPOIUIMBbIE MpeciieaoBaTe/id. BoT TONbKO
STU caMble TIPECIie/IoOBaTeI He HYXAAMCh B OTIBIXE, U OH 3TO
NpeKpacHo MoHUMaJ. «EIE 4yTb-uyTh, U 51 OTCIO/Ia BHIOEPYCh», —
nofdaapuBai oH ceds1, HO BpeMs 1110, a 60JI0TO Ka3aloch Oec-
KOHEUHbIM. Tak MOIXOauIT K KOHITY BTOPOH JI€Hb ero Oy JaHui
1o 60JI0TaM, CKUTAaHUI MeXy MyTHBIMU CUJTYSTaMH JePEBbEB
1 OercTBy OT OeCroIIaHOrO Bpara.

CTeH NOBEpHYJICA U 3aMETHII, YTO KOJIMYECTBO MpeCiie/I0BaB-
IIUX €r0 MepPTBELOB Bo3pocio. OH mprbaBwil X0y, HO TyT eMy
CHOBA MPUIILIOCh CBEPHYTh, TAaK KaK My Tb MEPEropojIniIa Ouepe/-
Has Tojra MEPTBHIX. M MoKa KOJBIIO MEPTBEIOB €IIE He ycIe-
JIO COMKHYThCSI, OH TIOIHAKaJl ¥ yCIeJ BHIPBAThCSI U3 OKPYKe-
HUsA TIouTH Oe3 0os1. Tereph 3a ero cimHOM 0Opa3oBajach mesas
TOJITIA HEKUTH, U OH BCIIOMHUJI CBOU TIEPBBIN JeHb OJTy:KIaHUS



1o 600TaM.

Torna oH newisy1 MeXJy TPSCMHAMU U MEpTBELbl, JIMIIEH-
Hble CITIOCOOHOCTU OOXOIUTb CMEPTESIbHBIE JIOBYILIKH, MONAaIN
B HUX JIeCSITKaMM, TeM CaMbIM JiaBasi (popy yOeraiomemMy OT HUX
KUBOMY 4esioBeKy. Ho Tenephb ero okpy:xasa JHIib Mo HUKOJIOT-
Ky 3aTOIJIEHHAs! 3eMJIs1, TOKPBITAasi HACKBO3b IPOMOKILIUM MXOM,
¥ eMy OCTaBajach JIMIIb OJHO — Oexarhb. M oH Oesxa, crapasch
YBEJIMUUTb PACCTOSTHUE MEXAy cOO0il U ero 6e3MOIIBHBIMU TOH-
JrMU. «Jl0 HOUM Ha/I0 KaK MOKHO CHJTbHEE OTOPBAThCS OT HUX, —
KPYTWIACh B €r0 rojoBe MbICiab. — Houb nipuHEcET MHe crace-
Hre». Ho, moxosxe, oH onmmoancs. HeBuaumoe colHIle CKIIOHU-
JIOCh 32 TOPU30HT, a TOJIA MEPTBELIOB Jla)ke He COOMpaach OCTa-
HaBnMBaThCs. [Toxoxe, COMBIIUCH B OTPOMHYIO Ky4y, HA HUX Tie-
pecrajna JIeMCTBOBaTh Marusi HOYHOro tymana. CteH Hadan 3a-
MeuaTb, YTO PACCTOSIHUE MEX/y HUM U €ro MpecieioBaTesssMu
Havyasio cokpamarbcsi. OH Bc€ OOMblIle CIOTHIKAJICS B TEMHOTE,
a BOT MepTBeliaM ObLIO BCE PaBHO — HOUBIO OHU IILJTH TaK ke 00J1-
PO, KaKk ¥ JHEM.

[TepBblii, TOOpaBIIKIICS 10 HErO BOCCTABILIMIA, MOTYYMII MOJIO-
TOM B BUCOK. KocTh XpycTHyna, Meptael] ynai, a CTeH mpoaoi-
KW cBo€ OerctBo. Horu HeLM OT 0071, HO CTpax OBITh 3aKMBO
CbE/IEHHbIM BbIKMMaJ U3 HEro MocjeHUE CUJIbl, U BOJIEH-HEBO-
Jieil oH mpoaoskan Oexarb. EMy HaBcTpeuy BBICKOUMIIM Cpasy
Tpoe MEPTBBIX. OJJHOTO OH yAAPUJI IO T'OJIOBE, TOBTOPHO OTITPAB-
JIs1sl TOTO Ha TOT CBET, CJIEYIONIETO TONKHYJ PYKOSITBIO, & TPEThe-
IO TMOMBITAICS MPOCKOYMTb. XOJNOAHAs pyKa MEPTBOM XBAaTKOM



BLIEMWJIACH B €0 CBAJISIBIIMECS BOJIOCHL M MOTsIHYJIa Ha3a. CTeH
TIOBEPHYJICS, TIEPEXBaTUJI €r0 PyKy M NEPHYJ Ha ceOs1. OHa 0To-
pBajach OT Teja U MOBUCIA MEPTBBIM Ipy30M, oka CTeH BKoJa-
YKBaJl B rOJIOBY Bpara cBoil MonoT. Cpa3uB Bpara, OH U30aBUII-
Cs1 OT OTBPATUTENILHOTO TIOJIAPKAa U TIOBEPHYJICS, YTOOBI MTPOJION-
KUTh OETCTBO, HO HE TYT-TO OBUIO: TIeJIasi OpaBa HEKUTU HAIBU-
rajacb Ha HEro ¢ Tou cTropoHsl, U CTE€H CHOBa CBEpHYJI, IbITa-
SICb HAUTHU BEPHBIN IyTh U3 3TOU JIOBYIIKU. UbK-TO pYKH CXBa-
TWJIM €ro 3a IUJIeY0, HO OH JIa)ke He OCTAHOBWJICS — JIUIIb JIEP-
HYJICSl BIIEPEN U YCIABIIA XPYCT JIOMAOIIMXCS najibieB. CKpro-
YEHHbIE KUCTU BCE Yale MeJIbKaau nepes ero jiuiom u CTeH Ha-
yaJl IOHUMAaTh, YTO HA 3TOT pa3 oH nonajics. He ocranaBnvBa-
sICb, OH HAHEC y/ap MO BbICKOUMBIIEMY U3-3a JepeBa MEPTBELLY.
Tor ynas, HO ero mecto 3aHsu1 Apyrou. EmeE ogun ynap no oude-
PEIHOM roJIoBe, U CEAYIONINN MPOTUBHUK MOBep:keH. CTeH Ku-
HYJICSI B OCBOOOIUBIIMICS OT MEPTBELIOB KOPUAOP, HO U TYT €ro
Kaaja Heygada. OH, HE OCTaHaBJIMBAsCh, BPE3aJICsl B MEPTBOIO
Y TOT CBIWJICS K ero Horam. Ero canor Bpe3ajcsi B BUCOK BOC-
CTaBILIETO, EIIE yaap — ¥ THWJIAsi TOJIOBA Pa3jieTeach Ha KYCOUKHU.
CreH pa3BepHYJICA U HE [JIs1/1s1, MAXHYJI PyKOH C 3aKaTblM B HEN
kyeBleM. Cpa3y Tpu L€ BCTPETWIMCh Ha €ro MyTH, HO JIMIIb
OJIHA M3 HUX CBAJTIIIACh Ha 3eMtio. OH pert MPUHSTH OO, CBOM
nocsieHui 6ow. Ero kynak ¢ XpyctoM BeIOWT 3yObl HaNaBIIEMy
MepTtBelly. HexuBoe Teno otiereno Ha3ajl, a ero MecTo 3aHsul
CJIEAYIONINIA BOCCTaBIIMIA. MOJIOT MOJIHKEN paccek BO3yX, pac-
KaJIpIBasi Yepenymiky Bpary, Ho He ycriea CTeH OT/IBIIIAThCS, Kak



HOBasl 1IeJIb BO3HUKIIA nepe] razamu. CTeH 3aopai ¥ BOTHAJ
KJTIOB KJIEBIIA B BUCOK 0e33yO0OMY MepTBEILy, BBIIEPHYJT €r0 U Ha-
HEC eme yaap, u emgé, u eme. CTeH Kpuyal, ppryaji, Oui MoJo-
TOM, PyKamMH M HOTaMH, U OTCTYMaJ O] HEeNpeKpallaoumcs
HaropoM TBapei. OH OWICA Tak, KaK HUKOTrAa enié He Owics,
HO TIOHMMAJI, YTO MOOE/IUTh HE CMOXKET.

— Hy, nasaii! Bozemu mens! Otpoape! — opas oH HacTynao-
MM Ha HEro pasjaraionmmcs tpynam. — Bor on a! Yro, cna-
607! — cripocui OH y MEPTBOTO € MPOJIOMJIEHHBIM YEePETIOM, T10-
3HAKOMUBIIIUMCS C €0 JIIOOMMBIM OPYKUEM.

Ero nHora ynépnace B Jexauee OpeBHO. CteH oOepHYyJCsS
Ha MTHOBEHHME W YBHIEN, YTO C33a1 HETO HUKOIO HET, U OH
MPUHSUICS HAHOCUTD YIApbl MO HAMMPAIOUIUM HA HETO MEPTBBIM.
VYnap, yaap, emwe ynap! Kazanoce, uM HeT KoHLa, U Kiiesen Cre-
Ha BCerja HaiAeT cebe ouepeIHyI0 rOIOBY, KOTIa MPaK MOPOIMIT
1eJyl0 opay BparoB. I110THOI cTeHOW OHM HaBaJIWJIMCh HA yXke
ocaxaommx CTeHa BOCCTAaBUIMX, & T€ B CBOI OY€pe]b CBa-
murck Ha CteHa. CTeH noTepsiyl paBHOBECHE, MAaXHYJI PyKaMU
U ynaJl, CIIOTKHYBIIUCh O OPEeBHO, 70 3TOTO Jiexkallee MoJl ero
Horamu. OH BCKOYMJI Ha HOTH U Y:Ke cOOMpaJics 3a10pOro OTaaTh
CBOIO )KU3Hb, KaK BJIPYT MOHSLI, YTO OKPYKUBIIUE €r0 MEPTBELIbL,
HE B CHJIaX K Hemy MpuOIm3uThest. OH OIIsifIeNcs: — CO BCeX CTO-
POH €ro OOCTYIUIIN MEPTBBIE, TAHYIIUE K HEMY CBOU KPUBBIE PY-
KU, HO JJa)e TO, YTO HA HUX JABUJIM JIECATKU CBOMX XK€, HE 1103-
BOJISIJIO UM MIPOUTH CKBO3b HEBUIUMBIHT Oapbep. OHU 1yBCTBOBA-
JI €70, METKATNA 3y0aMy 1 U31aBaJIH CJIa0ble CTOHBI, HO HE MOT-



s goctath CTeHa U3 ero HeBUJMMOM KJIETKU. «5I craccsi, HO 1o-
Najcs», — HOAyMaJ OH, OCMOTPEB CBOM MATOYEK 3eMiid. IMEeHHO
3eMJIM, TaK Kak OOJIbIIYIO YacTh COCTaBJIsIA CyXas MMOYBa, XOTs
JIy’)KALIAM TOXe Halioch MecTo. OH OTApIIIAJICS, a 3aTeM MOJI0-
1IEN K ToJIe, OKpy)uBllei ero. CTeH Bpe3ajl OJHOMY BOCCTaB-
LIEMY B YEJIIOCTb, M TOT OTIIATHYJICA Ha3al, HO TYT ke MOAAJICA
BIIEPEN, BBITOJIKHYTHIM TOJIIOW APYTUX, TAKUX K€ MEPTBBIX, KaK
1 oH. Korga oH OTKpbUI POT, TO MOTEPST KYCOK OTJIOMAHHOM 4Ye-
JIIOCTH.

— Yro? Beikycun? — cripocuin ero CreH.

OH 1UTIOHYJT B JIMIIO YYJOBHIIY W MOUIEN Ha APYTyl0 CTOPO-
HY CBOeH KJIeTKU. «IIpruMepHo 1Be Ha ABE CakeHU, — MOJCUUTAI
OH. — A mocepeuHe reHsb. [Toxoxe, 51 31ech B 0€3011aCHOCTH, OT-
JOXHYTb YTO JIA?» — MEJIbKHYJIA MBICJIb B €TI0 YCTaBILIEH T'OJIOBE,
Y OH CeJl Ha 3eMJTIO, PUBAJIMBIIUCH CIUHOW K MEHBKY, U 3aKPbLI
rasa.

OTKpBUT OH UX TOJILKO TOTAA, KOJIA BOKPYT YK€ PaccBeo.

— Bort 310 5 B3OpemHY! — CKa3ayn OH, 0OpaImasch K CBOUM
OECNOKOWHBIM CITyIIaTe sIM. — A BbI Yero He crute? — 3aJajl OH
OeccMbICIIEHHBII BOITPOC, Ha KOTOPBIM cam ke U oTBeTul, — Jla
MOTOMY, UTO Bbl BCE CIOXJIU.

Huém CTeH 3amMeTH1 Apyrue 0COOEHHOCTH 3TOro mecra. Ero
KpyT ObUT BBIJIOKEH U3 CPYOJIEHHBIX OPEBEH, KOTOPhIE CKPETLIs-
JIUCh MEX]Ly COOOM KeJe3HBIMU CKOOAaMH, HO, HE MPOCTHIMU —
Ha K101 ObLJIO YTOJIIIEHUE, a HA HEM BBIOMTA pyHA.

— KonpoBckoi 3Hak, — mpomenTtana OH, BHUMATEIbHO OCMAT-



pUBasi CBOIO HAXO[IKY.

BrIppiBaTh U3 IepeBa Kele3Ky OH Tak W He pemmics, 00siCh
HapyLIUTh LEJIOCTHOCTh €r0 CHacuTeabHOro mura. OH pas3Bep-
HYJICSl K TTHIO, BBICOTON He Ooniee TpEX (pyTOB, U yBUJEN, UTO
Ha TOM TOX€ BbIpE3aHbl Marn4eckue cCMMBOJIBL. C TPEX CTOPOH
OH OBLT MPUKPBIT UCTEPTOM TKAHBIO, 3aTO YETBEPTASI MpeacTaa
niepes; HUM BO Bcer Kpace. CTeH JOoNro paccMaTpuBall CAMBOJIBL,
HO, caMO CO0O0i1, HUYEro MOJIe3HOr0 U3 HUX J1J1s1 ce0s1 He U3BJIEK.
3aT0 OH CyMeJ OIpeIeINTh, YTO CKOJIOUEHO TO COOPYKEHHE Obl-
JI0 HE TaK yX ¥ JIaBHO, MOET Tof1, ontopa Hazan. OH moOpoau
10 CBOEW HEBUAMMOW KJIETKE, MbITasiCh HAUTH YTO-HUOYIb eI,
HO TaK HUYero ImpuMeyarebHOro He ooHapyxui. Torga oH pe-
IIWJT 3aHATHCS U3YYEHUEM MEPTBELIOB.

— Tak, KT0 U3 Hac X04eT ObITh MepBbIM? — cripockit CTeH Ton-
ny. OTBeToM emy ObUIO JIpy:kHOe MblyaHue. — Bee xoture? Hy
JIATHO, Y MEHsI BpPEMEHU MHOTO.

OH 3aH€c HaJl rOJI0BOM MOJIOT M C pa3Maxy BOTHaJI €ro B Ma-
KYIIKY BBIOpaHHOMY UM 100poBoJbily. OT ygapa y Toro rmoako-
CWJIMCh KOJIEHKH M OH yTIaJl IO/l HOTH CBOMX TOBApULIEH, CrOpalo-
MM OT HETEPIIEHH 3aHATh ero MecTo. CTeH CTEp ¢ JiMla BOHIO-
YyI0 IJI0Th, PA3JIETEBLIYIOCS BO BCE CTOPOHBI, KOI/1a T'OJIOBA BOC-
craBLIero Jionuyna. «Hano MeHATs TakTuky», — pern oH. CteH
NIEpPEBEPHYJI KJIEBELl IPYIOll CTOPOHOM M CIIEYIOIIEMY MEPTBe-
Iy BOTKHYJI €r0 B T0JIOBY KJIIOBOM. JKesie3Hbli UM JIETKO MPO-
OuJ1 Yeper 1 BOIIEN B JIOO /10 OCHOBaHUsI. Terneppb yke OKOHYa-
TEJIBHO MEPTBOE TEJIO OCeNI0 Ha KosieHU U CTeHy He MPUIIUIOCh



npujaraTh YCUIMH, 9TOObI BTAIIUTH €ro B Kpyr. Kak Hu cTpaHHoO,
JIMIIIEHHOMY XW3HU MEPTBELLy HE CTOMJIO TpyAa Mepecedb HEBU-
JuMbIA Oaprep. CTeH MmoTackas Tejio MO Ppa3HbIM YacTsIM CBOEH
KJIETKH, a 3aTeM pelIuy U30aBUThCS OT HEro, Tak M He JOOUB-
IIMCh HUKAKUX MarmyecKrX MpOsIBJICHUI OT MPOJIeJIaHHON pado-
Thl. OH MepeOusT pyKH U HOTM MEPTBEIY U BHIKUHYJI MIX B TOJITY.
Tyna e OTHpaBWIIOCh CTaBIllee HAMHOTO JIErde TeJlo.

CteH noxoaus1 o NEPUMETPY U MOMUIT BOIBI U3 JIyKH, TIPe-
BapUTEJIbHO BBIMBIB PyKU B Apyroi. OH oOayMan CBOM Aajib-
HEHINe JEUCTBUS M PEIIWJICS Ha OYEHb PUCKOBAHHBIM IUIAH.
CreH nepexBaTil KJieBel] 00eMMU pyKaMu, 3aHEC ero HaJ| rojio-
BOM M C CaMOro pa3Maxa BOH3WJI KJIIOB B KJIIOUMILY OYEPEAHOMY
MepTBelly. JKeJe3Hblid UM BOIIEN ITyOOKO B TEJI0 BOCCTABIIIE-
ro, a MOJIOT, HeCyIWiA B ceOe OrPOMHYIO CHITy yrapa, mepemMo-
JI01 emmé HeCKOIbKO pedep Ha CBOEM IMyTH. MepTBell CBTHICS
Ha KojieHU ¥ CTeH phIBKOM PElIJI BTAIUTh €TI0 B KPYT.

— Mau-Ka cropa! — KpAKHYJ OH, IIBITasACh BTAIIUTh MEPTBELA.

Ho tot kak 6ynTo ynépcs B CTeHy U He KeJlal CABUHYThCS HU
Ha qioviM. CTeH Harnpsr BCE CBOM MBIIIILIBI M K30 BCEX CHIT IEPHYJT
kJieBell. Pa3nascs XpycT U KIIOB, pa3jioMaB ylieneBiue pedpa,
BBLJIETEJ U3 TeJIa, OCTaBJIsIsl HA MECTE Ceplilla OTPOMHYIO PBAHYIO
pany.

— Youn, — npousHec OH, JI€ka Ha 3eMJIe U BU/Isl, KaK U3 CTOS-
IIETO Ha KOJIEHSIX TeJla BbIBAJIMBAIOTCS BHYTPEHHOCTH. MepTBel
MOCTOSL TAK HEMHOT'0, a 3aTeM MOJIHSLICS, BCTaB B CTPOMl, HUUYTh
HE OrOpuYE€HHBIA HOBOM OrpOMHOM Jpipe B cede. — [lourw, — pazo-



yapoBaHHO J100aBu1 CTeH.

Eme HeckonbKO pa3 OH MBITAICA BTSHYTb MEPTBELIA BHYTPb
Kpyra, HO TIOCJIe TOro, KaK €ro caMoro 4yTh HE yTalllUIU B TOJN-
1y, OH TepecTas UCIbIThIBaTh cyabOy. Koraa yxe creMHeno, on
pelu jiedb crnath. VIMEHHO Jieub, a He B3APEMHYTh, ONUPAsICh
0 TMeHb, KaK BYepa. 3aCHYN OH OBICTPO M MPOCHYJICS TOJIBKO TO-
r7a, Korjaa paccesno. OH He MOT MOHSATh, KOTOPbIH ceiyac Obul
Yac, Tak Kak HeOO, COKPHITOE T'YCThIM TYMaHOM U 3a0esi€HHOe
COJIHEYHBIMHM JIy4yaMH, HATOMUHAJIO MOJIOUHYIO PEKY.

— DU, NMapHU, CKOJIBKO BPEMEHM 5 MpocHan? — CIpOCHI OH
CTOHYIIIMX MEPTBELIOB. — A, JIaIHO, BpEMs IPOYUCTUTH BaM IO-
JIOBBI.

CteH cxBaTuJ1 CBOM MOJIOT U HaYaJl KPYIIUTh TOJIOBBI CBOUM
CTpakaM, HO Ha MECTEe KaKIOr'0 YIIaBILEro TYT jKE MOSABJISIICS HO-
BbIi1. [IpopaboTaB Tak HECKOJIBKO YacoB, OH 3aMETUII, YTO MEpT-
BEllbl YK€ TOJIIATCSA Ha Tesax cBOMX Jpy3el. OH 3aie3 Ha MeHb
¥ YBHJIEJI, UTO BOCCTABIIMMU 3a0MTO BCE IPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT,
JOKyIa MOT IOTSHYTbCS €r0 B3IVIAL. A B TAKOM TyMaHe OH MOT
BUJETh HE JAJIbIIE, YEM Ha JIECATOK caxkeHeH. «[lonro xe MHe
NPUIETCA UX TYT BBIKAIMBATh, — IPUKUHYJ OH. — JTO K€E CKOJIb-
KO IMOTOM MOTWJI MPUJETCS KonaTh?» Tak v mpoCUes OH J10 KOH-
1[a JHA Ha ITHe, AyMasd, 4ro jaenarh Jaubiue. Ero crnacurensHas
KJIETKa CTaJla Jisi HEerO TIOPhMOM, U3 KOTOPOi He ObLIO BBHIXOMA.
A ellg ero My4us HeCTEpIUMBbII TOJIO.

Teneps BcE ero BpeMst 3aHUMaJIO OOHO U To ke: CteH nyda-
CWJI MEPTBELIOB, MOJI3AJI ITO CBOEMY KJIOUKY 3€MJIH, CIIAJl, ONATh



naybacun u cTpazaan ot rojoaa. [lapy pa3 ero ronoBy nocerana
CTPaHHAs MBIC/Ib: «A HE OTKYCHUTb JIM MHE KYCOYEK OT KOTO-HHU-
Oyb ?» — HO OH TYT K€ IIPOTOHSI €€, eIl He YCTIEB OCO3HATh BCei
e€ 4ynoBUIIHOCTU. OIHaXbl IPOCHYBILIUCh, OH YBUJEJ 3MEIO.
Henonro mymasi, ero MosoT uiiui rajga x«u3Hu 1 CTeH BOWiICs
3y0amu B TEMI0E chipoe Msco. OH Cchell e€ MPaKTUUYECKH TOJTHO-
CTbIO, OCTaBUB JIMIIIb [IO3BOHOYHUK, TOJIOBY U KOXY.

Ha cnenyiomee yTpo ero pa3zoyausio MPOTUBHOE KapKaHbeE.
CTeH OTKpbUI [J1a3a U YBUJIEN CUJSLIETO HA BETKE COCETHETO Jie-
peBa OrPOMHOTO KMPHOTO BOPOHA.

— Wmm ciona, — nogo3sai oH ntuily. — CMOTpH, YTO Y MEHS
€CTh, — OH MO00pa rOJIOBY 3MEU M KMHYJI Ha 3€MJTIO TIEpe] CO-
oon.

BopoH B3mIsiHYT Ha HE€ CBOMMM YEPHBIMU TT1a3aMH-OyCHHKA-
MU, HO TTPOAOJIKUI CUIETh HA BeTKe. CTEH Mo-pa3HOMY MbITall-
sl IOIMAHUTH K ceOe MTHUILY: TO PACCHINAT BOKPYT TPYXY OT Je-
peBa, BblaBasi €€ 3a 3epHO, TO MBITAJICS 3aTOBOPUTD €r0, a TMO-
TOM M BOBCE OTOJPaJl HECKOJIBKO KOJIEI] OT KOJIbYYTH, HATEP X,
KaK MOT, U TIONBITAJICS MOAMAHUTD OJECTSIIIKAMU XUTPYIO MTH-
y. Ho BopoH cunen u He cBogui ¢ Hero rma3. A CTeH crosin
BHU3Y Y [IOHUMAJI, 4TO €r0 €/1a COBEPIIIEHHO HE 3aMHTEPECOBaHA
KOPMUTb €T0.

— 4 BuKy, TeOe 371eCh MUHTEPECHO, — Pa3IaJICs CHITbHBIN KEH-
CKMI TOJI0C 32 €r0 CIIMHOM.

CreH B311poruyi u o0epHyJics. B Kpyry crosiia ieByIika, 4yTh
HIKe ero poctom. Ha Hell ObUT HAKMHYT TUIAIl, OOIIUTHIA BOPO-



HOBBIMM IIEPbSIMHU, A JIMLIO HAIIOJIOBUHY CKPBIBAJ KarmomoH. OH
3aMETHJI, YTO U3-TI0J HETO Ha I'PYb JEBYLIKHU CIIAAAIOT TAKUE ke
YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI, KaK Y MEpbd Ha IUIalle. Y €€ HOr JiexKal IoTpe-
naHHbBI MemoyeK. CTeHIN peln, 4To ero Hayaiu Mpeciiesio-
BaTh FOJIOJHBIE BECHHUS.

— Ilpuser, kpacaBuna, — NPOU3HEC OH. — ThI MpUILIA MEHA
HaKOpPMUTH?

— W na, u Her, ckurasnen o 6onoraM. Thl Hy’)keH MHE, ThI BbI-
IIOJTHUIIB CBOE MPEAHAa3HAYEHbE, — CTUXAMM IIPOU3HECIA OHA.

— A 970 TBOSI ITHYKA? — CIIPOCKJT OH. — YK OOJIbHO armeTUTHO
OHA BBIIVISAIUT.

— Ta ntuia BosibHA, HO OHA NozBJIacTHA MHe. Kak u npyrue, —
OTBETWJIA JEBYILIKa HapaceB. — Bo3bMu, — OHa NOgHsJIa MEIO-
yek U KuHyna ero Crteny.

CreH nmoriMal ero v 3arisiHyJl BHYTPb, CUMTas! IPOUCXOAALIEE
rojogHeiM OpesoM. OH gymall, 4To eMy IPUBUANTCS KAKON-HU-
OyIlb IMPOT, WM pyKa MepTBella, HO BHYTPU OKa3aJIoCh IMO/ACY-
LIEHHOE, 3a)KapeHHOe C TpaBaMu MsCO. CTeH BBIHYJI OJHY 3a-
SIYBIO JIATIKY U MOHIOXAJI — Ta MaxJja npocro 6oxecTBeHHo. C Xpy-
CTOM OH BOH3UJI 3yObl B 3aKaPEHHYIO IUIOTh, U OOXKECTBEHHBIN
BKYC 3TOTO IPOCTOro OJiofia yaapui emy B rojioBy. CTeH He Mor
OTOpPBAaTbCA M BCIIOMHWJI, YTO 3TO €MY TOJBKO KaXkE€TCs JIMIIb
Ha YETBEPTOM IPOITIOYEHHOM Kycouke. OH 3aMep C O4epeIHbIM
KYCKOM Y pTa U NEepeBEN B3IVIAL HAa TEPIIEIUBO KIABLIYI0O OKOH-
YaHUS €r0 TPaIes3bl AEBYIIKY.

— KTO TBI, — TUXO MPOU3HEC OH, OCO3HAB, YTO BCE 3TO SIBb.



— 41 BoponoB [luts, — mpou3Heca JeBYIIKa.

[To cnmae Ctena npoOesxkan xononok. OH 0TOPOCHI MEIOK
C €101 U BBIXBATUJI KJIEeBell.

—Benpma!!! — mpopeBesn OH Tak rPOMKO, UTO €r0 JA0IKHBI Obl-
JIM YCTIBIILIATh BCE XKUTENIM UMIIEPUU.

OH pBaHyJ1 HaBCTpeuy BeAbME U 3aMep, CleJIaB BCEro OIMH
I1ar ¥ He B CWJIaX MOIIEBENUThHCS. BebMe CTOUIO JIUIIIb MOJHATh
CBOIO PYKY U yKa3aTh MaJIbLIEM Ha HETO, U €r0 TeJIO IPEBPATUIIOCh
B TI0/100M€ TTHSI, PSJIOM C KOTOPBIM OH 3aCThL.

— Bor Tak TeI OTONMaromapm MeHsl 3a Muilly, permB yOuTh Me-
Hs1? — CIIpOCKJIa OHA €ro.

— Thl — BegbMa! — Kak MpOKJIATHE BHIUTIOHYJ CTEH 3TH CIIOBA.

— Thl mpaB, TakMX Kak s, Bbl BelbMaMu 30B€Te. Ho 51 npuiiia
He 3a TBoeH nymioi. S BeiBecTH X0uy TeOsl U3 3amaiHu, — COBEP-
IIEHHO CIIOKOMHBIM I'0JIOCOM TPOTIENa OHa.

— 3aueM xe HyxeH 51 Tede? — cripocun e€ CreH. — Pa3 tebe
HE HY’Ha MOs Ayllla, MOXET, Thl MEHS [IJIs1 pUTyasa UCIOIb30-
BaTh Xouelb? 3auarh, TaM, JUTS ThMbI KaKOEe-HUOY/Ib ?

— A 4t0 B 3TOM MI0X0ro? 3avaTh JUTSI COBCEM HE CJIOKHO,
HO He JIJ151 3TOro K Tebe npuiuia si. Thl BHIIOIHUIIL CBOE TIPE/-
Ha3HauEeHbe.

— Kakoe emi€ npenHazHaueHbe? — CIIPOCUT OH. — 5] HE OXO0X
Ha JIETeHJApPHOTO phlliapsi, YOMBAIOILEro Mepes CHOM MO JpaKo-
Hy. Jla 1 ynbIps £ B I1a3a He BUIbIBa. TOJNBKO BOT, 9TUX, — OH
MOKa3aJ B3MJISIOM Ha TOJISAIIMXCS MEPTBELIOB.

— Ho umeHHO TBOsI cypOa peraeT MHOroe, — OTBETHJIA OHA. —



[Mporiry, moBeps, 51 BhIBELY TeOsI.

CTeH MpOKPYTHII B TOJIOBE BCE BAPUAHTHI, KOTOPHIE Y HETro Obl-
ym. TlepBbiii 3aKTI0YAIICS B TOM, YTOOBI TIOUTH C BEABMOM U JI0-
BepuTcs ed. A Tam JMOO BBICIYIIATh €€, TMOO MPUKOHYUTh IJe-
HUOYIL B KycTax. Bropoit Obu1 Xoporo u3BecteH CTeHy — Io-
CIIaTh €€ KO BCEM YepTsIM U MPOIOIKUTH CXOIUTH C yMa OT ToJIo-
112, OKPYKEHHBIM TOJITION MEPTBEIIOB. XOPOIIIEHbKO B3BECUB BCE
3a ¥ MPOTUB, OH OTBETUIJI €il:

— Xoporo, s cormnaces. $1 moimy ¢ ToOoW Ha BCTpedy C, Kak
€ro Tam, ¢ MpeJHa3HaAYeHNEM.

— 51 ornynry TeOs1, HO ThI IOKJISICTBCS JIOJDKEH, UTO BIPE/Ib Th
Ha MeH$1 OpY:Kbsl HE TIOHUMEIIb CBOET0, — MpoIiesia OHa.

— CornaceH, g 1a10 CBO€E CJIOBO, — OTBeTHII el CTeH, MoHUMas,
YTO TIepe]] BEIbMON MOXHO M HE CIEPKaTh CBOETO OOEIIaHusI.

Benpma omyctuna cBomo pyky, u CTeH pyxHy: Ha 3emitio. Ero
MBIIIIIBI BCE 3TO BpeMsl ObUM pacciabiieHbl, U OH He TIOHUMAT,
KaK Be/IbMa MOIJIA YAEPKHBATh €ro Tak JIoiro. «Marus», — Ha-
men oH st cedbs orBeT. OH MOAHSUICS, MOAOOpAT MEIoYeK
C 3eMJIM ¥ IOCTaJT OuepeHyI0 HOXKY. CheB e€, OH 0OpaTuIl BHU-
MaHUE Ha BE/IbMY.

— Byneuis? — mpoTsAHYN OH €l ouepedHON KyCcOoueK Msica.
Ho ona He mpow3Hecnaa HH CJIOBa, JaXe He ToKadyasia TOJOBOM.
Torma oH cam Brenwics B 3aliuaTuHy 3y0amu M 3a7ajl BelbMe
ouepeIHOM BONpOC. — A Thl 37€Ch OHA KUBELIH? 1 uTO, OHU Te-
051 He GecriokoAT? — CTeH Moka3asl pyKOl Ha MEpPTBELIOB.

— Bonpocs! 3a1aBath TH Oy/IeIb OCie, — OTBETHIIA €My Beb-



Ma.

«Hy, Hudero, mocje He KoMy OyJeT AaTh MHE Ha HUX OTBET», —
3aBepw1 cedst CTeH U KUHYJI KOCTOUKY B OIHOTO UX MEPTBBIX.
K ero yauBienuio, oHa yrojuia npsiMo B pa3uHYThI POT.

— JlanHo, neBouka, Thl MeHs1 yropopwia, — CTeH permi ocTa-
BUTb HEMHOTI'O €1bl Ha MOTOM, PACCYOUTEBHO PEIIUB, YTO CILE
HEM3BECTHO, CKOJIBKO OH eIlIg Oy1eT OPOAUTSH MO 3/IEITHUM JIECaAM.

Benpma npukasana cieioBaTh 32 HUIM U MOJIOIILIA K CaMOMY
Kpaio MepTBerioB. OHa MOJIOKUJIA JIAJJOHA HA TOJIOBBI CTOSIBIIIMX
Jpyr C IPYrOM BOCCTaBUIMX M PE3KO pa3Besia PyKH B CTOPOHBI.
E€ meprBelbl, CKOJb34 MATKAMU 1O TeJIaM, CJIOBHO CTBOPKH BO-
POT pa3beXxaiuch B CTOPOHBI, COMBAsI C HOT IPYTHX, HO HA UX Me-
CTO HUKTO TaK U He BcTal. Benbma mepernnarnyia uepes3 OpeBHO
¥ BCTaJIa HA MOJTYCTHUBIIIAE TPYITB — PE3yJIbTaT pabOThl MOJIOTA
Crena. OHa nofHs1a, a 3aTeéM BHOBb MEJIJIEHHO pa3Belia B CTOPO-
HBl PYKH, ¥ CBOOOIHBII OT MEPTBEILIOB KPYT YBEJIWYHIICS BIABOE
1 CTeH CTyIuJI 3a HeHl CIIE/IOM.

— Croi1 32 MOel CIMHOM M HE MbITAlCs OTOMTH, — CKa3aja
OHa eMy.

CreH cornacuics M B3sJ1 B pyKy MosioT. OH TOHSUI, UTO XOTh
¥ TJ1a3a BEJIbMbI CKPBITHI KAITIOIIIOHOM, HUYEro XOPOIIEro B HUX
ceryac HerT.

— 3910 A5t caMOOOOPOHBL. Bapyr uto? — onpasaacs oH.

Benpma HMUero He ckasasia, JIMIIb OTBEPHYJIACH U IBUHYJIACH
B oy Hexutu. CteH nocnenw 3a Hell. [Ipoiias napy maros,
OH 3aMETWJI, YTO CTEHAa MEPTBELIOB 3a HUMHM 3axJIONHynack. Ka-



Kasi-TO Marvsi pacTajJKuBasia MEPTBBIX Ha e€ MyTU, U OHU abCo-
JIOTHO He 0OpaIaii Ha HUX HUKAaKoro BHUMaHus. CTeHy CTaio
’KYTKO, Y OH CITPOCHUJI BEbMY:

— A MBI MOXeM UITU ObICcTpee?

— Her, — KOpoTKO OTBeTWIIa BeAbMa U B ITOT K€ MOMEHT Jie-
CATKM PYK MOTSHYJIMCh K HUM.

CreH npuxaiicsi K caMOl CIIMHE BeAbMbI, O0SICh TOTPEBOKUTD
e€. Uepe3 MraHoBeHue MEPTBbIE PYKH OIYCTUJIMCh, U BOJHA 00-
nerdeHusi nmpoOexanachk no criuHe Crena. «Bce Bompocsl mo-
cie», — IMIPOrpeMEIIY B NTAMATH CJI0BA BeAbMBL. Tak I1araay oHu
MUHYT JIBa/IaTh, IPOOMPAsCh CKBO3b CIUIOIIHYIO CTEHY MEpT-
BbIX. BCKOpe MOTOK BOCCTaBUIMX Havasl peleTh, a CTeH 3aMeTuI,
YTO OHM BCE TAaK K€ MPYT BIEPEN, NBITASICh TPOPBATLCS K KPYTY.
OH 1€ 3a BeabMOM T0OBOJIBHO JOJTO, IIOKA Ta HE OCTAHOBUJIACH
1 He noBepHynach K Creny:

— 3/1ech OHU HE CMOT'YT Hac yuysTh, — CKa3aja OHa.

— Kak Ttebe 310 ymamoch? — cripocun oH e€. — Moxer, Ha-
yunib? MHe Obl TBOM IITYYKH OYEHb TPUTOAMIIHC.

— Thl He poxaéH ObiTh MaroM. Her BHyTpH TeOst TOM CHIIBI,
HO €CTb Jpyrasi, — OTBETUJIa OHA.

— W1 9t0 *e 3710 3a cuiia Takasa?

— Yneprocrs, — OTBETUJIA OHA. — Teneps NOLUIA, HaM CIIeLyeT
crietth. TeOs M Tak UcKasa sl U3JIUIIHE JIONTO.

Ona orBepHysach M 3amarana npoys. «Bor oH, Moy maHc
youTs e€», — nmogymai CTeH, He BBIITyCKast U3 PyKH MOJIOT, HO TaK
HU4ero u He caenan. OH BUAEN, YTO JEBYIIKA OYEHb YCTaa,



Y MIOHMMAaJI, YTO OHA XOTh M OblJIa BEIbMOM, HO PUCKOBaJjIa CBOei
SKA3HBIO, YTOOBI CITACTH €T0 K13Hb. OH MOC/IEI0BAI 34 HE U 3a-
METWJI, KaK ¢ e€ majblia ynasa ajgas Karisi KPOBH.



2. /IBa BOpoHa

—TO U eCTb TBOM JOM? — CIIPOCHJI OH BEJIbMY, U B €r0 rojioce
CJIBIIIATIOCH HECKpbIBaeMasi U3JEBKA.

Bwmecto oTBeta oHa ycraBuiach Ha CTeHa BCETPOKUTAIOIIUM
B3MJISIIOM. 3a MPOLIE/IINE MSITh THEN C MOMEHTA, Kak OHU MOKU-
HYJIA KPYT, B€IbMa He pa3 CTATMBAJIA C TOJIOBBI KamioIoH, U CTeH
CYMeJI 10 IOCTOMHCTBY OIIEHUTH €€ MPEKpacHOe JIMIUKO. Takou
KpacUBOM JIEBYIIIKA OH HE BH/IBIBAJI YK€ JIaBHO, & MOXKET OBbITh,
Y HUKOrJa BoBce. BriepBbie MOCMOTpEB B €€ IJ1a3a LIBETa Carl-
(upa, on permn ansa ceds, 9To ecau U OygeT yomBath e€, To
CO CIHHBI, YTOOBI HE CMOTPETH B €€ ouM. «[la, Takue HeBO3MOXK-
HO 3a0BITh», — TIOAMETHII OH TIpo ceOs1. Ho u e€ yHruTOXKaomui
B3IJISA] OH TOXe ycren oneHnTh. OHa OTBevasa UM Ha J0OpyIo
TIOJIOBUHY €ro W3JIeBaTesIbCTB, a Ha OoJiee cephE3HBIE BOMPOCHI
npejyiarajga OTBETUTh «IIOTOM». M BOT Teneps 1711 CTeHa OTKPhI-
JIOCh 1IeJ10€ TT0JIe /1)1l HacMellieK. TouHee He 1oJie, a ToJIsHA C Ty-
OOM, 3aMEHSIOIINM BeIbME JOM.

— Crymiait, 7aBHO XOTeJT TeOsI CIIPOCHTD: & BCE BE/IbMBI )KUBYT
B qyriax?

— He Bce crmocoOHBI BRIPACTHTh TaKOE JPEBO, YTO B HEM BO3-
MO’KHO XU3Hb CBOIO ITPOXKUTh, — BHOBb HAPACIIEB OTBETIIIA BE/b-
Ma.

Ho nipo ce6st CTeH 0TMeTHII, UTO €€ ToJI0C HEMHOTO U3MEHUJI-
cs1. OH crau 6onee XonoaHbIM U pe3knM. «Iloxoxe, 51 eil He HpaB-



JIOCh, — penmi oH. — Ho, moka oHa MeHs elg He youia, 3HauuT,
JEUCTBUTENBHO, 1 €M 3a4e€M-TO Hy)keH». OH MOKOPHO CJe0Bal
3a BeIbMOU, Ha3BaBILencs [Iutém BopoHOB, 1 Tenepp BILIOTHYIO
npuOIM3WICS K OrpoMHOMY 1yOy. CTEHJIM MOHSUI, YTO JePeBO
TaKUX TPOMaJHbIX IEPEBbEB OH €IlE He BUIbIBAI. Ero HuxHue
BETBU Y OCHOBAHM 1 OBUTH TOJIITMHOM C YeJIOBEYECKUI TOPC, a TTOJT
PACKUIUCTON KPOHOU MOT YKPBIThCSI, HABEPHOE, BECh UETBEPTHIN
JIETHOH, ecJii Obl OH He ObLT pa3ouT. OHU 000N AePEBO, U OH
YBUJIEN, YTO OI'POMHOE, 3aBEIIaHHOE IIKYPaMU AYIUIO, BbIPbIBA-
JIOCh U3 3€MJIM U 3aKaHYMBAJIOCh Ha BBICOTE €ro MAaKyIIKU. Ut
BopoHOB pa3niBuHy/ia MIKYphl U HBIPHYJIA BHYTPb. «A UTO, HU-
YyTh HE XYK€ HOPMAJILHOTO JIOMa», — TIOKaJl OH TIJIeYaMH U pe-
IIWJT TIPOCJIEIOBATh 3 HEM.

— Crout! — pazpaiics e€ ronoc u3-3a mKyp. — JLoKIMCh MEHs
y BXOfa.

CreH nmociymaics U nmpucen Ha OpeBHO, Jiexkallee HelaleKo
oT aepeBa. OH OCMOTpeJiCsl BOKPYT, HO HU 4acTOKOJa, HU Ka-
KOU-TMOO0 APYTOU Orpajibl Tak U HE CMOT HaWTH. Test Wi pucyT-
CTBUSI BOCCTABIIIMX OH TOXe He 0OHapyxui1. BempMa nosBriiach
BHE3AITHO, OJIETasl B T€ e Haps/Ibl, B KOTOPBIX ObLIa rpeskie. Ona
noponuia Kk CTeHy u cka3aia emy:

— 4 cnmmmkom oo Ha 6onoTax mposena, uia Teds. Teneps,
MHE Clle/lyeT CHEeUINTh, a Thl, MEHS 10K IAThCs IOJIKEH.

— DU, moroad, Tl Yero 1o yaymana? MeHst OpocUTh XO-
yelb? — pazosmuicad CreH.

— Yt MHE HaJo, HEHaaoIro. BepHych A ckopo, Hy a eciu



HE BEepHYCbh, YUIEIIIb O/IVH, — OTBETHJIA OHA. — Thl MOXKeIIIb B TyOe
HOYEBATb.

— U ckonbko MHe TeOS K IaTh?

— He nonpinie, yem npoBén Tl Ha OGosotax. 3xaech Oe3orac-
HO, HUKTO TeOsI He TPOHET, — OHA OTCTETHYJIa OT MOsICa MEIIOYeK
u nepenana ero CteHy. — Borpu ux B paHbl Ha HOTaXx.

CreH xoTes cka3aTh eIl YTo-TO, HO 3aMETHJI, YTO IJ1a3a Be/lb-
MBI CJIOBHO 3aCHSUIM CUHUM cBeTOM. OH OTKMHYJICSI Ha3a[l, omna-
casiCh 3a CBOIO O€30MaCHOCTh, M TIPOIO/KMI HAOMIONATh 3a TBO-
psAanmmMcs KongoBctBoM. Kpaa! Ycibiman oH kKapkaHbe BOPOH.
Kpaa! Kpaa! Kpaa! Iltnupn Kpuku Bc€ HapacTaiau, U TYyT OH
YBUJEJ, KaK CO BCEX CTOPOH K AyOy cleTaioTcst YEpHbIe BOPO-
Hbl. [1o ero teny npobexanuch MypaiKku, KOrjia COTHH ITHI] 3a-
KPYKWINCh HAJl UX TOJIOBaMH, 0Opa3ys KMBOW BUXpb. U Korma
T'YJ1 OT XJIONIaHbsI KPbUILEB 3arTyIIMI BCE 3BYKU BOKPYT, BEbMa
copBaJlach ¢ MecTa U nodexana B JieC, YBOJs 32 COOON TMraHT-
CKYI0 4€pHYI0 cTai. CTeH mpociiein 3a Hell B3MJIs1I0M, [TOKa OHA
HE CKpbLIAach 32 JAEPEBbsIMU, U pa3Bsi3al Melloyek. BHyTpu oH
0oOHaPYXWJT IOPOITIOK U3 BBICYIIIEHHBIX TPaB.

— 3HauuT, BTEpeTh MOPOIIIOK cebe B HOI'M, — IIOBTOPUII OH €&
CJIOBA.

CTeH OTIOXKWII MEIIOYeK B CTOPOHY M MIPUHSIICS CTACKUBATh
C HOr uW3HOIIeHHble canoru. OH 3Haj, YTO €ro HOrW CTEPTHI
B KPOBb, HO OTKYZa 00 3TOM Moria 3HaTh BeapMma? [lepxkacs
OH MOJIOAILIOM, HE MOKAa3bIBas €l CBOeN ciaadocTh. «MOXeT, OHa
CTpaJIaHusI HA PACCTOSIHUM 4uyeT? — moaymai oH. — [loka s ro-



JIOHBIN TIOJI3aJ1, OHA MEHsI Cpa3y HAIILIA, KaK TOJILKO HOTHU CTEP —
orsTh y3Hasa. Bot u celiuac, HeOOCh, yMYasiach, yuysB Yblo-HH-
Oynp 60mb». CTEH MOCTaBWJI JIO CHX TOpP HE BBICOXIIYIO OOYBb
PSIIOM € COOOM 1 TIPUHSJICS J/1aTh, KOTJA €r0 paHbl MOJCOXHYT.
ComHile ObIJIO COKPHITO 32 001aKaMM, U JJOXK/Ib BOT-BOT JIOJIKEH
ObL1 3aKamnaTh ¢ HeOec. J{oKaaBIINCh, KOrga €ro HOTM IOICOX-
HYT, OH B3I IIETIOTKY TPaB W MPUCHITNAT UMHU BOCIIAJIMBIIIHECS
s138bl. CTEH MOYYBCTBOBAJ JIETKOE IKEHUE U HEMHOXKO TOJI0-
KJ1aJ1, [TOKA MOPOIIOK He MPHIIUITHET K paHaM, MOCJIe Yero OH pe-
IIAJT HaBeaThCs B y0. Pa3nBUHYB IIKYpHI, OH 3aIIIE]I BOBHYTPb
Y OYYTHJICSI B KPOMEIITHOW ThMe, KaK TOJIbKO IITKYPbl COMKHYJIUCh
3a ero cruHoi. CTeHIM OTOJBUHYJI OJHY M3 IIKYp, JaBasi CBETY
pa3BesiTh MpaK, U OCMOTPEJT MPEACTABIIYIO MepPe] HUM KOMHa-
Ty. MajieHbKasi ¥ IO-CBOEMY YIOTHAsI, PACCUMTAHHAsI HA OJJHOTO
KUJIbIA, OHA OOJIBIIIE TOXOMIIA HAa TIPUCTAHUITIE OXOTHUKA, YeM
Ha JIOrOBO BeJbMbl. BrieyatriieHue MOPTHIT CTOJM, CTOSIIMIA TIPsi-
MO B IIEHTpE JIOMa, Ha KOTOPOM PaCILIbUIUCH JIBE CaJIbHbIC CBEY-
KH. «A BOT U JTyKi», — mogMeTws1 CTeH, 3aMEeTUB CTOSIIINE B yT-
7y ABa opyxusi. OH IPUKHUHYJI IPUMEPHOE PACCTOSTHUE 1 HaIpa-
Buics K HuM. I1Ikypa, BepHYBIIIKCH Ha CBOE MECTO, 00OpBaJIa JIy-
YHK CBETa, U OH BHOBb MOrPy3WJIcs BO TbMy. be3 Tpyna Harymnas
oauH u3 JykoB. CTeH MOKWHYJ JIOM M, OKa3aBIIKNCh HA YIUIIE,
3aMETUJI, YTO TeTUBA HAKWHYTA JIMIIIb HA OJTHO TUiedo. «Bbepexer
CBOE opyxue», — oTMeTH1 oH. CTeH ycesicsl Ha OpEeBHO U TOIbI-
TaJicsl HAaTAHYTh TeTUBY. C OrPOMHBIM TPYIOM €My YIaJIOCh Ha-
KUHYTH TETeJIbKY U, OTJIOKUB B CTOPOHY JIYK, CMaxHyJ cO Jiba



KaIlIu oTa.

— Jla 51 B )KU3HU HE MOBepPI0, YTOOBI Oabda OpyIoBajIa TUM JIy-
KOM! — BBICKA3aJICsI OH M TIOCMOTpEJT Ha CBOM Carnoru. — A BhI 4e-
ro mMoimuute? — oOpaTuics OH K XyJoi 0OyBH, IPEANOYTHUBIIEH
€My OTMOJTYAThCSI.

Cren mompoOoBasl COTHYTh JIYK U OIOOPUTENBHO 3aKHUBAJ.
B pykax oH Aepxan OTIMYHOE OXOTHUYbE OPYKHUE, C KOTOPBIM,
NP KeJTaHUM, MOKHO ObLTO OXOTUThCS W Ha miofei. CTeH Bep-
HYJICS B JIOM M IOPBICKAJI MO HEMY, MIna crpesbl. OH Hamen
JIBa 3a0MTHIX KOYaHA, B3sUT OJIMH U BbIeN Ha ymuily. Crynas
MO0 HEOOBIYHO MSTKOW TpaBe B ITO BpeMs rojia, OH MOIOMIEN
K ONYIIIKe 1 BbIOpas cede 11eb B BUjIe TOHKOrO MOTruoIero je-
peBa. CTeH cTpesisil 10 HACTYIUIEHUS] TEMHOTBI, [IOKa HE CTeM-
HEJIO HACTOJIbKO, YTO CTAJI0O HEBO3MOXHO 1EeIUThCsI. OH BepHYII-
cs B JIOM, He 3a0bIB MPUXBATUTh C COOON OOYBb, U JIET CIIaTh,
BBITSIHYBIIIMCh MPSIMO Ha MOJy. 3eMJisl Oblla yCTJIaHA Maxy4u-
MU TpaBaMU, BUIUMO, JIsl 3alIUThl OT HACEKOMBIX WJIM TMOJ3Y-
qrx rag0B. OOBATHI paccnadasionMMy apoMaTaMu, OH OBICT-
PO 3aCHYI, 2 MPOCHYBIINCh, OOHAPY KW, YTO HA YJIMIIE MOPOCHIT
JOXKIb.

Henatb Obu10 Hevero, 1 CTeH 0OcieioBall I0M BelbMbl. Emy
MOTNAJAJTUCh TIKYPbl YOUTHIX KUBOTHBIX, TPaBbl, KHUTH, CYyIIE-
HOE MSICO M IpuObl U, HAKOHeIl, OH Hamén orauBo. CyMeB J10-
OBbITh OTOHb, OH 3&KEr OJHY U3 CBEYel M B3I B PyKU MEPBYIO
TOMABIIYIOCA KHUTY. PacKphbIB €€, OH J10JIT0 CMOTpEIT Ha MIEPBYIO
CTpaHUILy, He B CHJIaX IMOHSTh, YTO K& 0OO3HAYAIOT CUMBOJIHI,



3aMeHsIoIe OyKBbl B HOPMaJIbHBIX KHUTAX. OH OTJIOKUI 3Ty
¥ B35 CJISAYIONIYI0 KHUTY. B Helt, B mpuHImITe, ObLIO TO Ke, 9TO
Y B MepBoi. B3sIB TpeThi0 KHUTY, OH yXke M He paCCUMTBIBA T10-
yuTaTh, HO omnbcs. KHura Obuta ucnmcaHa cTuxamu, Mo CBOei
opme 10 60K HAMOMUHAIIIMU pedb BeapMbl. [TonmcTas eé
HEMHOTO, OH OTJIOXWT (POJTMAHT B CTOPOHY U CXBaTHJICS 3a CJie-
ayrornyo. B 3Toi OblIM CKa3Ku O MPUHIIAX, PUHIIECCAX, Oe3bl-
MSIHHBIX Teposix W ApakoHax. [Isras KHUra cHOBa comepxania
B ce0e HEeMOHATHBIE CUMBOJIBI, a BOT ITIecTast ObljIa HAIMCAHa Jie-
TONUCLIEM U nocesAeHa BpemeHaM Crapou imniepun. IToxoxe,
OHA M COXPAHWJIACh C TeX BPEMEH, BHU/A B KAKOM COCTOSIHUU
npeObIBau €€ cTpaHullbl. OH pelu MOYUTaTh STY KHUTY, MPO-
MycKasi MHOTHE YCTapeBIlIUe, HETIOHSATHBIE U JABHO BBIIIIEIIINE
u3 06uxoya cyoBa. B o6mmumx yeprax, UCTOpHsi, KOTOPYIO OH 3HA,
MaJio YeM OTJIMYaJIach OT UCTOPHHU, U3JIOKEHHOW Ha TUX JIPEB-
HUX cTpaHuiiaX. CTeH OTJIOKUI ¥ 3TOT (DOJIMAHT U PEIIUII BBIATU
Ha ynuiy. HeGeca npekparuim miiakath, 1 OH Perii HEMHOTO
TIOOXOTUTHCS.

BzsB nyk u crpenbl, CTeH OTIpaBUICS B JieC B HAJICK/IE TIOJI-
CTPEJIUTh XOTh KOro-HuOyab. OH 6poaui Hegasieko oT ayda, 0o-
sICh HAPBAThCSI HA CKOILJICHUE MEPTBEIOB. 3a STUM 3aHSTUEM OH
¥ CKOpOTaJI BpeMs JI0 Beuepa, HO, TaK M He HaraB HU Ha OJINH
cielt, BepHyJcs K q1yOy. Creayommui IeHb He IPUHEC eMy ycIie-
Xa, U Ha TPeTUl OH pemmics yrinyoutbcs B jec. [logcoxinue
paHBl MO3BOUIM €My OOYThCsl, TIOCJE Yero OH M OTHPABHUIICS
B yTb. OTONAS HA HECKOJIBKO BEPCT, CTEH HAILIEN CBEXKUE OTIIE-



yatku KabaHpux cnenoB. «[lopocéHouek», — 3aMeTus OH, MpH-
CJIOHSIS1 MAJIBLIBI K OTIIEYATABIIIMMCA B IPsA3H KONbITHAM. OH CHSLT
C IIeYa JIYK, HAJIOKWI Ha TETUBY CTPEJLy, U MMOTPYCUJI 10 CIIEY.
[Mpoiins npunuHoe paccrosinvie, CTeH OOKOBBIM 3pEHUEM 3aMe-
THUJI IBUKEHUE U, HE Tepsisi BpEMEHU, pa3BepHYJIcA K 1iesu. Bme-
CTO MOPOCEHKA K HeMY MeJJIeHHO Mpuomkacs mepteell. Ctpe-
JIa JIETKO MPOH3MJIA TOJI0BY BOCCTABILIEMY, KOTZIa OH CITyCTHJI Te-
TuBy. MeptBell cBanmuics, 1 CTeH MOJOIIEN K Tely, YToObl 3a-
Opartb crpeny. CrenaB cBOE /iesio, OH OTBEN Ila3a OT MepTBela
1 yBuen em€ ogHoro. CTeH HaKUHYJ Ty K€ CTpelly, HO TYT ke
OTKa3aJcs OT 3TOM UJIEU, OIYCTUB JIYK. 32 BTOPBIM LIEN TPETUH,
32 TPETHbUM YETBEPTHIi, a 32 YETBEPTHIM. .. 3a YETBEPTHIM LIUIA
Henas opaa, 3arnojHss coOoi BCE MPOCTPAHCTBO MEXIY Aepe-
BbsiIMHA. CTEH YPOHMJI CTPEJTy Ha 3eMITIO ¥ IOMYAJICSA K TyOy, ITbl-
TasiCh MPOCKOYUTH MUMO HEOOBATHON apMuu MepTBeloB. OH Bcé
Yalle ¥ Yallle OIJIs1AbIBAJICS U BUJEJ, KaK C KaX/IbIM pa30M MEPT-
BbIE CTAHOBUJIVICH BCE OJIMKE U ONMKE.

Cren yxe Oexalt Ha Ipezese CBOMX BO3MOKHOCTEH, KOT/Ia Te-
pel HUM BO3HUK BOCCTABIIWI, OYKBaJIbHO BHIBAJMBIIIMICS U3-32
nepeBa. He ycrieBasi cBepHyTb, OHU U KyOapeM IoJIeTeIN Ha 3eM-
mo. Bckouns, CTeH nocneni yoparbesi MoAabIie OT 3TOro Me-
cTa, HO, OOEPHYBIIINCH, 3AMETHUII, YTO TPYI TMOAHSUICS Y KUHYJI-
¢ podb OT Hero. CTeHJIM OCTaHOBUJICS U ITOCMOTPEJT Ha ApY-
T'MX MEPTBELIOB: BCE OHU CBOPAUMBAJIH C ITyTH, 1a)ke He oOparias
Ha Hero HUKakoro BHuMaHus1. CTeH CMOTpeJs Ha UX CTPAHHOE TO-
BEICHUE U HE BEPUJI CBOUM IJIa3aM: IIepenisl HEBUIUMYIO YEPTY,



OH CTaJl 6e3pa3nveH KPOBOKaTHBIM MOHCTPAM.

OH BepHyJcs K AyOy, OTJIOKWI JIYK W YJIErcs PacTIHYJCS
Ha TOoJTy, 0OyMBbIBasi MPOU3OIIIE/IIIee C HUM YyJ0. ITa HOUb BbI-
Janach OECCOHHOM, Belb OH BCIYIIMBAJICS B KKABIM IIOPOX,
00sICh TIOSIBJICHUSI HECKOHYAeMOM apMUU MEPTBEIOB. YTPOM OH
CHOBA OTIIPABUJICS B JieC, B TO ke MeCTO, e Obl1 Buepa. [loTok
MEPTBEIIOB CHJIBHO MOpeJIeT, HO OHH, KaK 1 BYepa, OOSIUCH MPH-
OMmKaThCsl K HEBUJIMMOM YepTe W MPOIOIKaIM CBOW OCCMBIC-
JIEHHBIA TOXOJ, Ha BOCTOK. PelmB OoJibllie HE OTXOAMUTh JAJIEKO
OT OrpoMHOro 1y0a, CTeH OTIPaBWIICS UCCIEOBATh 30HY, CBO-
O6o7HyI0 OT MEPTBBIX. Takas oka3anach HE OYE€Hb-TO OOJIBIIIONH,
U €€ IpaHullbl OH BUAEN YETKO: JOWJs JI0 OINpe/IeIEHHON Yep-
ThI, BOCCTaBIIIE CBOPAYMBAJIM HAa CEBEP WIM IOT, U OOXOIVIIN
BO3HUKIIIEE HA UX MyTU MPETSITCTBUE O IIMPOKOU IJIABHOH TTy-
re. YI0CTOBEpUBIIUCH B cBOel Oe3omacHoCTH, CTeH pelu Bep-
HYTbCSI K OXOTE, HO YK€ B 3auapoBaHHOM 30He. K Beuepy oH BO3-
BpaTwics K AyOy Tak U He Hals1 HUYEro CheCTHOTO.

CrycTst HECKONBKO THe# OesycrientHoi 0xoTsl, CTeH Bo3Bpa-
Iajcs K J1yoy, Hecsl ¢ COOOM MEPBYIO JI0OBITY.

— Kakoii 0osbI110#, Kakoi KUPHBIA, KAaKOW COYHBIN ASATEN, —
ropopws1 CTeH mojicTpesieHHor nruile. — Yto MHe ¢ ToOoM cie-
Jatb, a? Moxer, 3axKapuTh? — CIIPOCUJI OH y TYLIKH JST/Ia, MO/-
HECs Ty K CBOEMY JIUILY.

Ho Bapyr 5o ero ciyxa JOHECIMCh rojoca, OTBJIEKIIME ero
OT pasroBopa C J0xjou nTuien. «Jliogu?» — He moBepusa OH
ylllaM U TYT K€ ero JIorajka moaTBepawiach. Brnepenu 3a ge-



PEBBSIMU MasTUMIIN KUBBIE JTIOU, PACTIOJIOKUBIIKCH O] PACKU-
JWMCTON KpoHOU yOa. CTeH HAKWHYJ TETENIbKY STy Ha IIel0
Y TIOABECHWJI €r0 K MOSICY M MPOKpaJIcsl K camon omyiike. [Ipsi-
4yach B KyCTaX, OH HaCUMTaJl HE MEHee IIeCTH JII0KUH YeJIOBEK,
B OCHOBHOM, KEHIIMH M JeTeid. MyXYMH TIOYTH He ObLIO, a Te,
KOT'O OH YBWJIEJ, BBIIVISAE/IV MOTPENAHHBIMU U U3MYUYEHHBIMHU.
CreH HalEN BEAbMY, CTOSIIYIO B OTAQJIEHUU OT OCHOBHOM T'pyII-
Bl ¥ OONITAOIIYIO ¢ KAKUM-TO MYXUWHOW. OH HAJIOKWUIT CTPeTy
Ha TeTUBY U npuuenuics. Jlyuiiein BO3MOKHOCTA NPUKOHYUTh
BeIbMy y Hero He Obuto. [loT BeIcTymmi Ha ero j0y, a OH BCE
HUKaK HEe MOT OTIYCTUTb CTpeJly B MOJIET, IPUHECS TEM CAMbIM
CMEPTh MOPOXKACHUIO 371a. «Jla molia Thl!» — YepThIXHYJICS OH
v oryctu JyK. CTeH BEPHYJI CTpely B KOJYaH U BBILLIEN U3 CBO-
€r0 YKPBITHSL.

— U k10 Bce 31 oau? — 0OpaTUiics OH K BeJlbMe, HarpaBJis-
SICh K HEW.

— Kak xopoiio, 4to He ymién Tel, — oTBeTWIa eMy BOpoHOB
Huts. — To xutenu Moel nepeBHH, TIOCTUTIIA X Oejia.

— Emé BeapM ¢ KojgyHamu npusesia?

— 37aech g ogHa BlIajeio KojagoBCTBOM. OHM KaK THI.

— JlagHo, 51 TeOs TOAOXKJalI, — IMEPEBEN OH TeMy. — UTo naiib-
me?

— Ioitném co MHOM, — oHa momanwia CteHa 3a codou B 1yO.
3ai1isi BOBHYTpb, 3allajiMB CBeUKy U npurjacuB CTeHa 3a CToil,
BeJIbMa Mpooyikuia. — Jltonien s mprBesia B CBOU JIOM, Be/lb )KUTh
um OoJbiiie Herae. Ha HuX Hamamu MEpTRBbIE.



— $1 BuIeNn HECKOJIBKO JIHEN Hazajl IeTylo Opay, — IepeOw e
Cren.

— Te, camble, YTO WX YOUTh XOTEIU, — BeJbMa SIBHO MMeJia
B BUJY HapoJ cHapyxu. — Tak BOT, 51 BUjiea TBOUX JAPY3EH.

—Yro?! — He noBepuB cBOUM y1aM psABKHYJI CteH. OH puHyII-
Cs1 Yepe3 CTOJI, CXBATWJI BEIbMY 3a IMBOPOT U MPUTSIHYI K Ce-
6e. —T'oBopu! I'ne oHn? —3a0past oH, OOPLI3rUBasi AEBYLIKY CIIIO-
HOW.

— Opanu Jiexart B 3emiie, Apyrue )KMBbl, — OTBETUJIA Be/lbMa BCE
C TEM K€ 3JIOBEIIMM CIIOKOHCTBUEM.

[Toxoske, 4To ero CpbIB HE MPOU3BEI HA HEE HUKAKOTO BIleyaT-
JICHUS.

— Kro xkuB? Kto ymep? OtBeuaii!

— Honn ¢ beHowm, IBOE JKUBHI.

— I'ne onn? — He yHumascsa CreH.

— OHu ynumm, ux myTh He Onmu3ok. CyapOa BeAET ux.

— Kyna onn ynum?! — spocts CTeHa npeBbicuIa BCE MPEIETIbL.

— Tyna, rae mecto um.

CteH oTImycTUsI BeIbMy M OHA BEpHYJIaCh Ha CBOM CTyJI. «IIpo-
kJysiTast 6aba! Yto 6 TeOst TBOM BOPOHBI 3aKJIeBAJIH | » — KUIIE OH.
Emy ctasno noHsiTHO, 4to OoJbIiero ot He€ He 1oouThes. CteH
BCTaJI ¥ COOMPAJICS BHIATH U3 Iy0a, KaK ero TeJIo BHOBb OHEMEJIO.

— Otmnyctu MeHs1! — B3peBes OH, HO HOTH CaMU BEpHYJIU ero
3a cTos. — XBaruT!

— Jlpy3eit HaliT! Thl XO4elllb, HO CMePTh TeOst TaM KAET. Thl
HUKOTJIAa X HE YBUIMIIb, HO MOXellb Mup cnactu. He Bech,



HO TOT, 4To 3Haji. CTymail cO MHOM M BMECTE€ Mbl CKBO3b JIeC
npoiiném. TBos cynpba ommmaHast ot ux. Tl caM HaWAEIh CBOU
MyTh.

— O yém Tbl, BeibMa? — yxke CIIOKOMHO CITPOCHII OH.

— TBou napy3bs craciu Beex Tex Jioaend. OHM 3aKIIM OTOHb
B CEpALIAX, U XUTEIU JePEBHU CYyMENU MPOIEPKATHCS A0 MOETO
pUXOofa.

— U roe xe To1 ObLIA?

— Crniacana s te6s1. U ecnu GmarogapeH MHe, OUJIEM CO MHOM.

— [ocmyian, BeapbMa, MoJIOBMHA MEHS XOUET TBOEH CMEPTH. . .

— Jlaxke ceromHs Thl HE CMOT YOUTh MEHsI, XOTb BBICTPE TBOW
ObL1 ObI cMepTesieH. U CKOJIbKO pa3 Thl MOJIOT 3aHOCHII, TTOKA CTa-
na sa?

Ot e€ npusHanusa y CteHa oTBUCHA YemocTh. OH XOTeJT 4To-
TO CKa3aTh, HO HE MOT: U3 €r0 PTa BBIPHIBAJIOCH KAKOE-TO THXOE
MBbIYaHUE.

— TBo¥i onr BenwT Tedbe yOUTh MeHs1, HO Ceplle STOro He XO-
geT. Thl TOT, KTO M30paH.

— Kem? — cipocun oH, oOpeTs aap peuu.

— Cynp0oii, — oTBeTHIa OHa M ocTaBwia CTeHa B KOMHarte,
BBIW/S1 HAPYKY.

OH cupgen B oiMHOYECTBE, OOMyMBbIBasI CJIOBa BeqbMbl. OHa
HecJia Kakyo-To 4yIib, HO CTEH He MOT OTJeIaThCs OT OlTyIIe-
HUSI, 4TO BCE 3TO npapna. HenonsrHas, Ho, mpaBaa. Ero npy3bs
xwuBbl. [To KpaiiHe#t mepe, 1Boe U3 HUX. X Hajg0 HalTH, HO YTO
KJAET ero Brepenn? HaTKHUCH OH Ha TaKylo TOMITY, YTO MTPOLLIA



HECKOJIBKO JIHEW Ha3aJl, ¥ )KU3Hb y Hero OyleT O4eHb KOPOTKOM,
a CMEpPTh MYUYMTENIbHOM M yxkacHou. OT pa3gyMuid ero OTBJIEK
yMaBIINI HA CTOJ U3-3a CIMHBI cBeT. CTeH 00epHYJICS U YBUJIET
CTapHKa, CTOSILEro y caMoro BXoza.

— Kxe, kxe, — mpokanuisiicst OH, — MOXHO?

— 3axomu, — npuniacui ero CreH.

— 41, KOHeYHO, U3BUHSIIOCH, HO, MHE BcerJa ObLJIO UHTEPECHO,
rae skuBeT [laiina, korga yxoquT B Jiec.

— Maitna? Tak 30ByT BeapMy? — cipocul ero CTeH.

— Ha, [Taiina. Oxa BaM pa3Be He ckazana? A MeHs 30ByT Hop-
TOH, — TIPEJICTABUJICS CTApUK.

— Crennm, — orBeTiu1 eMy CTeH. — A Thl €€ XOPOIIIO 3Haellb ?

— Bcio cBo1 ku3Hb, — orBeTHI1 HOpTOH. — Kak nomHio.

— IIpaBga? A pacckaxu MHeE O Her?

— Pacckazarb? D10 MOXKHO. A, 4TO TeOe pacckas3arh?

— A 71aBaii IpsIMO € camMoro Hayaja, — MaxHyJs pykon CteH.

— Hy, tak cinymaii. Poquiics s ner... cembaecar Ha3aa. Tak
BOT, KOT/J]a MHE OBUIO JIET BOCEMb, sI C Hel ¥ TIO3HAKOMIJICS. ...

— Yro Th1 MHe Bpélb! Kakue Bocemb? Eit OT cuiibl roga aBa-
JaTh JBa, He OoJblie!

— Xe, — ycMexHyJIcs ctapuk. — OHa ¥ AeCATh JIET Ha3a/l BbIIJIS-
Jena Tak ke, u nareaecar. Hy, ciymaii u He nepebusait. B 006-
1IeM, B BOCEMb JIET 51 MIO3HAKOMUJICS C HEM, KOTJA CeMbsl MOS
nepebpaiiack B Jlecnoir Omutor. OHa Bcerga epxanach CTOpoO-
HOU APYTUX JIeTel, ¥ BO3pacToM MeHsi Obiia mocrapiie. E€ Torna
B YUYCHUIIBI Hallla TpaBHUIIA B3si1a. CIOCOOHOCTH IIE/TUTEIThCKIE



B HeW MPOCHYIUCh. Tak BOT, MO3HAKOMWIUCH Mbl C HEH, U APY-
JKUTh HAYQIM. A KOTrJla MHE IIECTHAALATh CTYKHYJIO, IPU3HAJICS
4 el, YTO JII0OII0. A OHA OTBETWIIA, YTO MUJI S €1, 1a BOT TOJIBKO
JIpyroMy CyJeHa oHa U He ObITh HaM C Helo BMecTe. PaccTpo-
WJICA s TOr1a, HO PYK CBOUX HE OIYCTHJI: BUJIEN s, UTO U JIpyrue
MIApHU 32 Hell Oeraior, Jaxe Te, YTO OOMKaiu KOrma-To, Aa BOT
TOJIKO HUKOTO OHa K ceOe On3Ko He nojmyckaeTr. Cam BUIMIIIb,
KpacuBasl OHa, He Takasi, Kak OObIUHBIE JIIOAU. A ST BOT BO3bMU
U TIOKJISTHHCh, YTO HU C KeM 51 He Oyay, eciii He ¢ Heii! A oHa
OISITh HU B Kakylo. B o01em, BCio )KU3Hb CBOIO 51 IOOMBAJICS €€.
A crapen, oHa xoporuena. I Apsixjies, OHa CTAHOBUJIACH CUJIbHEE.
4 Benpb Mo npexHemy JIIOOMO e€, 1a BOT Terepb Kak J0Yb, WU
Kak BHyuKy. OOeranue 1o s cBo€ caepxkai. U B e€ rasax s Bu-
XKy, 9TO He Oe3pa3nyeH s ei, HO BOT B TOJIOBY cebe OHa BOWIIa,
YTO CyXJeHa KoMy-To, 1 Bc€! Jla u beH, ToT, 4to npuimen, no-
OUTBCS e€ TMBITAJICS, HO OHA TOJIBKO U MOIJIa, YTO OTKA3aTh eMY.

— ben? — nepecripocuit CteHm.

— Ha, Tot, 4ro ckBO3b Jiec npomwen. C Topapuiamu. JKaip,
YTO HE BCE OHM BbIKUJIN.

— A Korja Thl y3HaJl, YTO OHAa Maruem BiajeeT? — CIpocul
crapuka CreH.

— MaBHo. Korga TpaBHMIla Haia nomepia, llanna u crana Ha-
IIedl 3HaxapKowW. BeIBajio, MOBOAUT pykaMu Haj OOJBHBIM, TOT
1 Bei3iopaBmBaeT. OcoOeHHO paHbl. OHU MIPSIMO Ha TJa3ax 3a-
TATMBAIOTCA. A €I OHAa OT MaJIbUMIIEK OTOMBaJIach. BrIBaIO,
OeryT oHM K Hel, 9TOObI IOKOJIOTUTh, U TIAJAI0T HA POBHOM Me-



cre, Bce, Kak oauH. Bor nmorexa ObLia!

— A ponutenu e€ K1o?

— Ponuteneit s1 He 3actan, MepTBH OHU yxke Obl. Ho roBo-
pAT, HE U3 HAIIEHCKUX OHW ObLIM, MPUIILIM B JAEPEBHIO, KOIja
MaTh Ha CHOCSIX ObLIa, ¥ TIOMPOCUIIACH MPUIOTUTH UX. Tak 1 ocTa-
Jmch. [ OBOPSAIT, 9TO MaTh, YTO OTEI] BHICOKHE OBUTH, YEPHOBOJIO-
Cble M OYEHb KpacuBble. 3a YEPHBIE BOJIOCH X U MTPO3BAIU BO-
poHamu. BoT Ha €€ kpacoTy M MOBEJICA OIMH 3aBoauia. [losro
OH JI00MBAJICS €€: M JIACKOU, M yroBopamu, u yrpozamu. [llaii-
Jie Toraa JieT ceMb ObLIo, Koraa Oema ciayumnack. Bul mepBbIit
JEHb JIETa U CTapOCTa PEeUIWJI YCTPOUTh Mpa3gHMK. B 1yMHHOM
JIOMe OCBOOOIWIIM MECTO ISl TUISICOK, U JIyHA YK€ JJABHO 3aBHUC-
Jla HaJl IepEBbsIMM, KOT/Ia OH MPOHUK B 3aJ1 ¢ ocTporou. E€ po-
JUTEIN TAHLEBAJIM B LIEHTPE 3aJ1a, KOTa OCTPUE BOIIIIO B CIIAHY
e€ matepu. KOocTsAHOM HaKOHEYHMK IPOH3WII €€ HACKBO3b U I10-
naJs npsaMo B cepaue e€ Myxa. OH ymep Ha MecTe, a OHa elle
JOJITO phblasia, MpuOUTasi K MEPTBOMY TEJIy CBOETO JIIOOUMOTO.
B cymaroxe youiinia cOexai, a oHa eié 1eJbli IeHb My4rIach,
npeke YeM yMepeThb. YOuilily BCKope MoriMalii, a e€ poiuTeneit
MOXOPOHWJIM TOJ] MAJICHbKUM J1yOKOM, KOTOPbI OHU OJIHAK/IbI
MIPUHECIIY U3 JIECY U TIOCA/IWJIM Ha OKpauHe aepeBHu. Ho camoe
CTpAlIHOE, YTO JIEBOYKA BHUJIETA CMEPTh CBOMX poauTesien. OHa
NPUXOIUIa K YOUHIle ¥ MPOCTO CHJesIa M CMOTpeia Ha Hero Ja-
caMu, a OH OpaJl Ha He€ U rPO3UJICS YOUTh, KaK YOWII U €€ poau-
Tesieid. OTHAK/Ibl €ro HAILIA UCTEKIIMM KPOBBIO, OTPYOUIIH HO-
TY U TOJIOBY, OYJTO OH KOJIIYH, U 3aKOMAJIM B Pa3HbIX siMax. DTO



TeTiepsb s 3HAIO0, YTO KOJJYHOM OH He ObUI, HO TOT/a IepEBEHCKIE
PELIII, YTO KOJIJIYH UMEHHO OH. YTO 3k, MO 3aciayraM Herogsio.
— He mymaut, 4to ¢ He BCE Tak CJIOKHO, — MporoBopus CTeH.

— INocnymaii, CteHnu, Thl Oeperu e€, oHa Xopoliasi, XOTh XO-
JIO/IHA CHAPYKHU.

— Kak 6epeun? — He nonsin ero CteH.

— Hy, xak? Kak npy3bs Geperyt npyr apyra? Bel Beab yxoau-
TE, s1 9TO 3HAIO.

— a, yxoaum, — 1ocJjie HECKOJIbKUX MUHYT MOJYaHUS IPOU3-
HEC OH. — A ThI, CTApUK, YTO AeJaTh Oyaelib?

— Ocranych 311ech. OHa 60JIbIlie He BEPHETCS, HO KU3Hb BE/lb
He 3aKoHuYeHa? 37ech CTOIBKO JeJ1, a My)KHKOB COBCEM He OCTa-
Jock. OJIHM JKEHIIMHBI J1a JISTH.

«babe nma pmetn, — moropwi mpo cedss CteH. — Buparhb
Y BIIPaBJy CEPbE3HO MX MEPTBSAKHU NOTpenain». Ero oTBiek 1e-
JIECT IIKYP 3a CIIUHOM 1, 00epHYBIIHUCh, OH yBuAes [laiiny. «Bo-
poHOB JlUTSl — HE MTUII, a TOOAIMX POAUTENe», — MEIbKHYIA
MBIC/Ib B ero ronose. OH ciaeaus, Kak BeAbMa JIOCTaET U3-TIOM
TYMOOUYKM aKKypaTHO CJIOKEHHYI0 CYMKY Y HauMHAeT CKJIaibl-
BaTh B He€ cBou Belu. CHavyala Kakue-TO TpaBbl B MEIIOYKaX,
3aTeM OHA MOJIOKWUJIA B CYMKY HECKOJIBKO KHUI, a MOCJe Tynaa
ornpaBuiack U eaa. CTEHIM BUJIEN, YTO HA CTOJIE OCTAJIUCh Jie-
’KaTh BCE KOJJIOBCKHUE (POTMaHTHI M COOPHUK CTUXOB, KOTOPBIE OH
yCIieJ MOJIMCTATh.

— BosbMmu ¢ coboit eny, — oOparuiack oHa Kk CteHy, Opocast
€My MEIIOK.



Cren nociymaics U 3aKUHYJ B HETO OCTaTKU efibl. 3aTeM OH
OIJISTHYJICSI ¥ YBUJIEI, KaK BellbMa, 0e3 OCOOBIX YCHITUI, HATSATH-
BaeT TETHBY Ha BTOpoM JIyK. OHa CHslJla CBOM NEpPHATHIN ILIAILl
¥ Hajlesia Jpyrou, Oosee nMpocToi v npuBbIYHbIA. [ToToM Hamua
BTOPOH KOJTYaH, B35J1a CyMKY M JIYK U CKa3aja, IOCMOTPEB EMY
B IV1a3a:

— S BUXKYy, THI cO MHOM UzETb. [ToTOpONUMCh, Hatll Ty Th He OJ11-
30K.

CrteH cxBaTuj CBOM MOJIOT, BTOPOW JIYK, KOJTYaH U MEIIOK
Y BBICKOUMJT Ha YJIMILY BCJIE]] 32 BEIbMOU. 32 HUMU I0pKHYJ Hop-
TOH, ¥ OHU HallpaBUJIMCh K Onmkaiiieit onymke. Boiias B nec,
CTeH OKJIMKHYJI BEJbMY:

— 9, nocrou! Kyna mbl ugém?

— Ha ceBep, — oto3Basiace Ta.

— N 1H1 paxe He monpomraenibess ¢ HoproHom? — cripocuin
OH €€.

Benpma ocraHoBuiack u oOepHynack. E€ riaza BcTpeTrinch
C IIa3aMU CTapuKa, 1 Brepsble CTeH yBUAEN CIE3bI, BOT-BOT I0O-
TOBBIE cOpBaThcs C €€ BeK. OHa nogonuia kK Hoprony u kpernko
o0Hs11a ctapuKa. «Kak oObIYHbIN YesIoBeK», — 3aMeTHJI PO ceOst
Cren.

— Ipomait, — mpomenTana ona. — TBoeit ObITH HEe MoOITA I,
Tl He MosI cyapOa. [Ipoctr, — Mo e€ IieKe moTeksia Ciae3uHKa,
¥ B€/IbMa 32)KMYPHJIACh, IIBITASACh CAEPXKATh TOTOK TOTOBBIX IPO-
JIUTBCA CIIE3.

Crapuk nornagui e€ no kKECTKUM BOJIOCAM U YTO-TO MPOILEN-



Tas el Ha yxo. OHa y/IbIOHYIach, PACKPbLIA IJ1a3a U MOIEeIoBaa
€ro B IIEKY. 3aTeEM BbIHYJIA M3 BOJIOC YEPHOE epo 1 otaaia Hop-
ToHy. CTapuk ynbIOHYJICS, a BeIbMa MOBEPHYJIaCh K HEMY CITH-
HOW U 3amarania Ha ceBep. CTeH BUHYJICA 3a HE, HO BCE-TaKu
OIJISIHYJICSI IOCMOTPETh Ha crapuka. HOpTOH cTosin Ha ToM xke
Mecte, 00siCh TomeBeUuThCss, 1 CTEH BUJIENT €ro HalOJTHEHHBIN
rpyctbio B3IsA. CTapuk cMOTpen Beiie], YXOASIIEH JIeBYIIKE,
CMOTpeJI, KaK ero eJUHCTBeHHas1 JII0OOBb, JTIOOOBb BCEM €ro Ku3-
HU HaBCerJa MOKUIAET €ro.



3. beckpainnui Jec

— Hy u ckonbko Ham emg Oy aaTh o 3TUM Jiecam? — oOpa-
TWICS OH K BelbMe. — ThI-TO XOTb 3HAElllb, KAK HAa3bIBAETCA ITOT
Jiec B 0OJIBITIOM Mupe?

— Her, — kopotko orBeruia Hlaiina.

— beckpannuii! — noyuuresnsHo npousHéec Cren. — M o TBoum
CJIOBaM MbI YK€ BUepa JIOJKHbI ObUTU BBITH U3 HETO.

— M Boiitiem. Ckopo. [IaBHO 3/1ech He ObIBaIa 51, — OTBETHJIA
BelbMa B CBOEW MaHepe.

— Hy BoT, BbIiiiIeM MbI, a 4TO Aajblie?

— ThI NOMAEIL CBOEH JOPOTOM, S CBOEH.

— Caymiaid, BeibMa, TeOsI JKe B IIepBOM JepeBHE COXIYT, €IBa
ThI TaM NOSABUILLCSA. Thl TOBOPHUIIIb TaK, CJIOBHO CaMa HaIlpaliy-
BACIIIbCA HA KOCTED.

— 41 3Ha10. TBoW Ipyr MHe roBopu o ToM xke. [Toatomy B3siia
¢ coOOM 51 KHUTHU.

— U gyemy xe ydaTr TBOM KHUTH?

Bmectro orBera Begpma mpomosyana. Bbuio MOHATHO, 4TO
HE TaK YK CUJIbHO €l IOMOraeT cCaMoCTOsITeJIbHOEe O0y4YeHHe.

— Bot ckaxu MHe, Be/lbMa, Kak TeOs1 BeJIMYaTh? — CPOCHII OH.

— 41 Boponos [Juts.

— B Gombiiom mupe Tak He roBopst. Eciu Te0s KTo cipocwr,
THI IOJIKHA OyJelb oTBeTUTh: «MeHs 30ByT Jlutsa BopoHoB», —
Cren npusagymaics, a moroM npoaokwi. — Her, torna teds



TOYHO COXKTYT. [leTn BOpOHOB B UMIIEPUM HE BCTPEYAIOTCS, a €C-
JIM U BCTPEYaloTCs, TO KUBYT Hepouro. a u umsa tBo€ — Illai-
Jia — CJIMIIKOM TpUBJIeKaTesIbHOE. 51 32 COPOK JIeT KU3HU HU pa3y
He ciplall o AeBylke ¢ umeneM Illaina. Tak dro, Bo3bMHU ce-
6e kakoe-HUOyb Tipoctoe umst. Curypa, Hanpumep, Wi AJUTA.
Xotsa Curypa TOkEe HE OYEHb. . .

— 3a TBoO¥ coBeT Tede s OnarogapHa, — HapacreB mpoiedeTa-
JIa OHa.

Crennu XJI0MHY ce0s1 1aI0HBIO 110 JI0Y ¥ POCTOHAI:

— Omnsthb ThI 32 cBOE? 3a TBOU coBet Tebe s OmaromapHa. Ka-
Kol yxkac. OOBIYHBIN YeJIOBEK CKa3as Obl «Oarogapio Teos 3a co-
BET», WU «CMacuOo0 3a COBET», HO HUKAK He 3TO.

— Cnacu6o 3a coert, — nonpasuiach [laiina.

— Bor, Tak-T10 ny4iie. TonbKo e1e roBopu He HapacIieB U TO-
rj1a BooOIIe OyleT OUIMYHO. A TO TeOs MPUMYT He 3a BeIAbMY,
a 3a OJTaKeHHYI0 WK CIabOyMHYIO.

— Cnacu6o 3a coBer.

— O, 6oru, Hy ¥ yYSHHUITY Bbl MHE TIOJICYHYJIU, — CXBATUJICSI OH
32 rOJIOBY.

OH crnenoBai 3a BeAbMOM, IVISI/Is1 HA ONABILYIO JIMCTBY TOJ
Horamu, Kak Bapyr Hlaiina pe3ko BbIXxBaTW/a JyK U OTIIpaBUIIa
B MOJIET JIBE CTPEJIbL: OHY 3a Apyroud. CTeH yBUAEI TOIBKO, KaK
JIBA MEpTBella CBAIMJINCh HA 3EMJII0 C MPOOUTHIMU TOJIOBAMH.
[laiina mogornuia K HUM U 3a0pajia CBOM CHAPSIIIbl, PE3KO BbIIEP-
HYB UX U3 THUJIBIX YEPETOB.

— I'1e Tol Tak Hay4UsIaCh CTPEIATH? — COPOCUI OH BEABMY.



— Ha 310 BpemeHu umena s JOCTaTOYHO, — OISITh HAPACIIEB
npousHecia [lanna.

— A st tyku? Otkyna ouu y Te0s1? — CTeH JaBHO MOHSLI, 4TO
Jyk B pykax [laiiel He ycTynaeTr 1o MOIIHOCTH €T0 JIyKY.

— Poaureneit Mmoux, — OTBETHIIA OHA.

— Hano roBoputh «Moux poaurtesein», noHsia?

— Cnacu6o 3a coBer.

— A nouemMy Thl HE BOCIOJIb30BaJIaCh Maruen? — pemmsics 3a-
JlaTh OH JABHO UHTEPECOBABIIIUI €r0 BOIIPOC.

— Korna mbI Beliiiem u3 Jecy, 51 Oymy nipsaratbes. Henb3s Tam
CHUTY TIPOSIBJISITH U 51 yUYyCh KUTh 03 He€, — OTBETHJIA OHA.

— IIpaBunbHO MbICUIIIL. Tam BebM He JHOOSIT.

— U g BegpM He m0010.

— To1 ke cama Benpma? — ynusuics CTeH.

Ha ero Bonpoc Illaiina npomonuana. Bugumo, y He€ Oblin
NPUYMHBI HE OTBEYaThb €My, a OH M He 0CO0O0 JOMBITHIBAICS
JI0 TpaBjbl. Beuepom OHM yCTpOWIM MPUBAJ CPeiu JIEPEBLEB,
u noka CteHm Opoquul IO OKpyre, cooupasi XBOpOCT, BebMa
B OU€peTHOM pa3 Mpo/IeibiBajia CBOM, YKe CTABIIUNA TPUBBIYHBIM,
putyai. Ha cTBosie kax/10ro iepeBa OHa Bblpe3ajia PyHbl U, IPO-
KOJIOB TaJiell, o0arpuia uxX KpoBbI0. 3aTeM pacchirnaia BOKPYT
MOPOIIOK U3 CYIIEHBIX TPAB U MPUHSIIACH Pa3/EbIBaTh TYIIKY
KYHUIIbI, IOJICTPEJICHHYIO €10 nocye noyaHs. Kak oHa 3amerniia
CpeaM TyCThIX BeTBeH Anub, CTEHJIM MOT TOJIbKO MpPEAroiararhb.
PasBenst kocTép, OH Hacaguia JOObIUY HA BETKY U MPUHSIICS e
Kaputh. BpeMeHaMu OH cpe3aJl MOJIOCKU MsICa U MPOTATUBAI UX



BeabMe win en cam. A Hlaiina cugena v cMoTpena B TEMHOTY
¥ BCIYIIMBAJIACh B TUIIMHY, U CO3[aBajIOCh BIieUaTyieHue, Oy/-
TO HEYTO MBITAJIOCh OTTOBOPUTH €€ MOKUIATh 3TU MecTa. Ha eé
JIMLIE 3aCThUIA TPYCTh U TOCKA, U CTEH He XOTel TPEBOXKUTH €€
paccripocamu. O6cocaB noceHre KyHbH KOCTOUKH, OHU JISTJIN
crath. CaMbIM OOJIBIIMM TUTIOCOM B Iy TEIIECTBUH C BEbMOM ObI-
JIO TO, YTO HE HaJI0 ObUIO BBICTABJATH AO30pHBIX. CTEH/IU MOJI-
HOCTBIO JOBEPSJT YapaM JEBYIIKHU U B 3TOT pa3 OHU TOXE HE MOJI-
BEJIU. A TIPOCHYJICSI OH CPEeJ HOUU OT TOT'O, UTO MPSIMO HAJ €ro
TOJIOBOH pa3faBaMCh CTOHBI U IIENKaHbe 3yOoB. B cBere moro-
pAIOILEro KOCTpa OH YBUAEJ, YTO BOKPYT MX CTOSIHKM CJIOHSIOTCS
HeckobKko MepTBelioB. [1laiina Toxe npunogHsiack U Habmoaa-
J1a 32 MPOUCXOSIIUM.

— Bac Bcex ckopo He cTaHeT, — ITPOM3HEC/IAa OHa COBCEM IO-
YeJIOBEUYECKHU.

[ToTom oHa Jieryia U 3acHysa, Kak OyATO BOKPYI HUX HUYEro
He npoucxoaunio. CTeHIM MoCcUAe HEMHOIO U TOXe JIET CIaTh,
cnenys e€ npumepy. HayTpo oT MepTBELIOB HE OCTAJIOCh U CIIea.
OnHu coOpany CBOM MOXUTKHU U OTHPABIIINCH B IyTh, 3aTOITAB
eme apivsiimecs: yrm Horamu. U onsate [aiina crana moObIT-
YUKOM, MOJICTPEIMB Ha 3TOT pa3 MPOJIETAIOILYIO MITUILY, KUPHYIO
1 Heykmokyo. CTeHIM caM HUKOrAa Obl He Tonas BO BHE3all-
HO BO3HUKIITYIO 11eJTb, HO BelbMa ObLiTa ObICTPa, CJIOBHO MOJTHHSI.
[Monxons k goObIYe, OHA BAPYT HACTOPOKMJIACH, OCTAHOBUJIACH
U 3aMepJa.

— Yro Takoe? — cripocui nogomeqmuun K Herm CTeH.



— Onu unyt. bamsko, — orseruna Hlaiina.

Kto Takue «onm» CteH noHsT 6e3 oObsicHeHMid. MEpTBEbIe.
W BeapMa Tak He niepexuBaia Obl, Oy/ib OMIACHOCTh HECEPbE3HASI.

— Otkyna? — cripocust oH. — CKOJIBKO uX?

BenpMma pykoil mpoBena MOMYKpPYyTr, OXBaTbiBasi BECh CEBEP
Y 4acTb 3araja.

— Yro 6 Bac Bcex! — Brpyrasics oH. — M urto teneps?

— MBI yxe Ou3kM OT Bbixofa U3 jeca. [Iponomkum myTh.

— Tsl ¢ yma conuna, Beapma? CoBceM MyXOMOpPOB 00BbesIach?
Nx xe Tam, HaBepHOe, coTHH! Mn Tl CHOBa MpoBENENIb HAC,
Kak Toraa, Ha oosiore?

— Her, — otBeTHna BegpbMa. — Mbl CIIMIITKOM OJIM3KO K BallluM
Maram. MeHst MOryT yuysiTh. be3 Marum npuaercs 0OOUTHCH.

— Te1 TOuHO pexHyIack, — nporopopui CTeH.

— Ioiném, BeKu BOMH. Mbl CMOXEM UX MTPOWTH, — U OHA
oI Jajblile, HAJIOXKMB HA TETUBY CTpeNly U 3a0bIB O CBOE
00BIYE.

CreH nocnenoBall €€ MpUMepy Y B3sU1 JIyK Hau3rotoBky. Ilep-
Boro meprtaela noacrpenuia [laiina, yemy CteH He ObLT yIUB-
n€éH. Bonpeku ero oXuIaHUSM OHAa HE OCTAaHOBWUJIAChH, UTOOBI
3a0parthb cTpeny, a nporuia MuMo. Clenyonpii MepTBel] Toxe
Jocraics e, a BOT Tpetbero cpaswi CteH. OH CycTUsl TeTU-
BY, ¥ €T0 CTpeJjia yrouia IpsaMo B JIOO Oe3r71a30My BOCCTaBIIIE-
My. A 3aT€M KOJMYECTBO MEPTBBIX MHOTOKPATHO YBEJIWYMIIOCh.
He nepecraBasi orcTpennBaThCsi, OHU HUIM BOEPEN, HO C KaxX-
JbIM [IAaroM MX MPOABUAEHHUE 3ameisiock. [llaina BeimycTu-



JIa TIOCJIE/IHIO CTPEJTy U MEpeKUHyJIa JIyK uepe3 1iedo, a CteH
B CBOIO OUYEPEAb 3aMETUJI, YTO Y HETO elI€ OCTaJI0Ch MPUINYHOE
KOJIMYECTBO cTpe. JleBylka 3aMepia, pa3Besisi B CTOPOHBI py-
ki, 1 CTeHJIM pa3misafes, Kak Ha €€ ThUJIbHOU CTOPOHE JIa/IOHEN
PaCKpPBIBAIOTCS paHbl, PEBPAILASCh B 3aITyTAaHHbIE aJIble Y30Pbl.
OH BBIITYCTHII CTPEITy B IOAOLIEANIETO K HEW BIUIOTHYIO MEPTBE-
11a, ¥ TyT OHa oxma. Kak ukas Korka oHa Opocuiach Ha Bpa-
ra, v e€ KyJak, CJIOBHO MOJIOT, CHEC TOJIOBY O/vKaiiiemMy Bpary.
«Huuero ce6e», — npucBuctHys Ctennn. OH MOBEPHYJICS CIU-
Hol K [Tlaiine u noHs, 4To MX OKpykuiu. Ero crpena BoH3nIach
B TOJIOBY MEPTBELly, U MOKa TOT MajaJl, CJIeayoIas yxe Jerena
K CBOel 1iesu. «YeTbipe, MsaTh, MIeCTb, — CYUTAT OH MPO cedsl. —
Cewmb, cemb. ..» Ha cenbMOM ero crpesibl 3aKkOHYWINCh. Torga oH
OTOPOCHIT JIyK, U TIOJIOKHJI JIAJOHD Ha PYKOSITh JTIOOMMOTO KJIEB-
1a. [lepBoro BoccraBIIero OH BCTPETUJ YAAPOM KyJIaKa C JIEBOU,
a 3areM J0OWJT TOro MOJIOTOM, MpoOuB JI0O KimoBoM. Kieerl
Bpe3asicsl B BUCOK CJIEyIOIIEMY MEpTBelly, IIpeBpalliasi rojloBy
Toro B Kamry. Kro-to Buemwica emy B miedo, Ho CTeH oqHUM
PBIBKOM pa3BEPHYJ €ro M cloMall mew. BoccraBmmil He ynas
U HE yMep, HO MOTepsiyT CHOCOOHOCTh OPUEHTUPOBATLCS M HaYall
MelaTh ApyruMm arakoars CTeHa. Bparu HacTynasiy CruionHbM
IIOTOKOM, M OH HayaJl MEIJIEHHO, HO BEPHO OTCTYINAaTh, CAABAs
cBolo no3uninio. CTeH MOHUMAJI, YTO MTPOUTPHIBAET U OOEpHYII-
sl IOCMOTPETh, Kak 0OCTOAT Aefa y BeapbMbl. K cBOeMy yxkacy
OH He oOHapyxui e€. Ha 3emye BasuMCch pa3opBaHHbIE YacTu
YeJIOBEYECKUX Tel, a B CTOPOHE TOJA BOCCTABIIMX 0Opa30oBa-



JIa TUIOTHOE KOJIbLIO, SIBHO MbITAsICh YTO-TO AocTaTh. «[laiina!l —
¢ yxacoM MoHsi1 oH. — OHu toOpamchk 10 He€!» UTo cuiibHee
TIOBEPIJIO €r0 B ITIOK: TO, YTO Be/IbMa MOBEPKEHA WU TO, UTO C eé
KOHUYMHOW YMPET M OH, OH He 3Hal. Ero yxac cMeHuscs sipo-
crbio U CTeH puHYJICS K HEN Ha IOMOIIlb, HO, C/IEJIaB JIUILIb Mapy
I1aroB, OCTAHOBUJICS: U3SIIITHAS KEHCKA PYKa, CJIOBHO JIE3BHE KO-
ChI pa3pe3asia OJHO U3 TeJ U MPOIILIACh MO KPYTy CTOJIMUBIINX-
cs1 MEpPTBELIOB, MpeBpallas UX B pa30pBaHHbIe OMIMETKU. Tena,
pacuieHEHHbIE HA/IBOE, pa3JIeTeNNCh MO OKPYre, U BeJbMa Bbl-
CKOYMJIA U3 CMEPTENILHOTrO KankaHa. OHa ¢ HEYeI0BEYECKOU CKO-
POCTBIO TIOICKOYMJIA K OYEPETHOMY MEpTBEIly U peOpoM JiaJio-
HU CHECJIa eMy MakylIky, OyaTo cpeszana medyoM. CTEHIIU TPOCTO
ornenui ot npoucxonsiero. Ho oqHoro mMura 3ameniareabCcTBa
XBaTUJIO, YTOOBI XOJIOJJHbIE PYKH BIIETIMIIUCH eMy B Ji0. OH Tak
Y HE yCIIeJ TOJIKOM TOHSITh, YTO MPOU3OIILIO, KOrJa MOYYBCTBO-
BaJl CIbHBIA To4oK. CTeH NEpHYJCS BOEepEN M PyKH, 0OXBa-
THBIILIKE €T0 JIMIO, Pa3KaJuCh U nosieteny Ha 3emmio. OH o0ep-
HYJICS, TOTOBBI HAHECTH YIap, HO MO3aq1 HETO OKA3AJIUChH JIUIIIb
OCTaHKU MepTBela, JUIIUBIIUECS PYK U rojoBbl. CTEH MmoncKal
B3IJISIJIOM BeibMy U O3 Tpy/ia HAaIEN e€: B HECKOJIbKUX CaKEeHSIX
OT HEro JIEBYIIKA C Pa3BOPOTA Bpe3aJia HOrou MO roJeHsIM MepT-
Bella, yXBaTWJIACh 3a MOJIETEBIIEE TEJIO U, TTOKA TOT HE JOCTUT
3eMJIM, TIEPEKUHYJIa ero yepe3 cedsl, cimbas ¢ HOT eme JBOUX
MEpTBbIX. He ocraHaBnMBasch, OHa MOJACKOYWIIA K HUM U BOH-
3WJia JIaJIOHb B LIEI0 OIHOMY MEPTBELlY, BbIpBaJla €ro M03BOHOY-
HUK BMECTE C TOJIOBOW M pa30wiia edl ToJoBy BTOPOTO MepTBe-



1a. 3aTeM CXBaTWJIach 3a MEePEIOMAHHYIO KOCTb I'OJIEHU TPEThe-
ro, BhIpBaJIa e€ 1 MPOH3MIIA e 3aThIIOK nocieanero. OHa ooep-
HyJIach W He IVIsi1s1 METHYJIa OcKOJIoK Koctu B CteHa. Betepok
KOCHYJICSI €r0 IIIEKM, KOrjja OHa IpoJjieTaja MUMO €ro TOJIOBBI,
¥ OH YCJIBIIIIAJI YaBKAIOMIMHI 3BYK 3a cnuHON. CTeH oOepHyJcs
Y yBUJEJ Ma/IaI0UIero MepTBela, U3 roloBbl KOTOPOro Topyania
9Ta camasi Koctb. OH BHOBb OOEpHYJICS ¥ B3IJISIHYJI HA BE/IbMY.
OHa He 1IeBenIach, M OH B3IJISIHYJI Ha €€ JIMIO, BCE U3Ma3aH-
HOE€ KyCKaMU MEPTBOM IIOTU. A O] 3TUM MECUBOM BUAHEINCh
paHBI, CIUIONIb pa3yKpacuBIIHe e€ MEKH, 0O U MoAOOPOIOK, 3a-
IUIETEHHbIE B KPACUBbIE Y30pbl U OOpaMJIEHHBIE PYHUYECKUMU
CUMBOJIAMHU.

— Czanu! — kpukHyna oHa u CrteH, He A4, yaapui ¢ pas-
BOpOTA.

KJ110B KJ1€B11a BOLIEN B BUCOK MEPTBELLY, 4 CUJIBHBIM y/1ap CBa-
i ero Ha 3emimio. CTeH JEPHYJ MOJIOT, IepeXBaTil ero ooeu-
MU PyKaMU U UHTYUTUBHO YapuJl ¢ pa3BopoTy. TAKeENbIA MOJOT
BCTPETHJICSI CO JIOOM OYepeJHOTO MEPTBElla M TOJI0Ba, HE BBIIEP-
KaB yaapa, JonHyna. TéMHas BOHIOUAsI KMka OpbI3HYJIa B IJ1a3a
CreHy, 1 Ha Kakoe-TO MTHOBEHHUE OH ocienl. PazmaxuBas Bo Bce
CTOPOHBI KJIEBILIEM, OH TBITAICS MPOTEPETh IJ1a3a JIEBOM PYKOU,
HO MUp NIepe]l HUM PACIUIBIBAJICS U BOCCTABILIME CIMBAJIUCH C JIE-
peBbsiMU, 3acTaBiisia CTeHa AparhCsl ¢ MycTOTOM. Bapyr c3aau
€ro CXBaTWJIM CUJIbHbIE PYKH U MOTAIWIM 32 co0oi. OH ynapui
JIOKTEM M YCJIbIIIIAT 3BOHKUI )KEHCKUI KPUK B OTBET:

— 910 g! Unn 3a muon!



— 41 He Buky! — BoIkpuKHYJI CreH. — Kakad-T1o apsaHb 3anuia
MHe I1a3a!

— JlaBait pyky! — oHa cxBaruIia ero 3a JaaoHsb. — [Ipocto mne-
pecTaBJisiii Horu!

Cren 00XBaTuII €€ MAJIEHbKYIO CKOJIb3KYIO JIAJJOIIKY W PUHYJI-
cs 3a Her. Ero mmasa cimmanuck, 1 OH OOSICS TOJBKO OIHOTO:
CMIOTKHYThCsA. Ero orpomMnast MyckysmcTast 1aioHb 0OXBaThIBasIa
HEKHYI0 MAJIEHbKYIO PYyUKY BE/IbMbl, KOTOPOW OHAa COBCEM HE/IaB-
HO TiepeOuBaia KOCTH U pacdyIeHsIa TeJla MOJHSBIIUXCS U3 MO-
run gynosui. CteH Oexai 3a Held, C TPY/IOM MepecTaBisisi HOTH,
a OHa HeCJach BIIEPEN, TSIHS ero 3a COOO.

— Ciona! — ycrnbliian oH e€ rosioc ¥ noBepHy: Benef 3a [lai-
Jior. — beicTpo, mpoMbIBai r1a3a!

OH NOYyBCTBOBAJI, Kak BeIbMa IBITAETCA €r0 HAKJIOHWUTH
u nopaaiics ei. CTaB Ha KOJIEHU M OIYyCTUB PYKU BHU3, OH OIIly-
THJT XOJIOMHYIO CBEXKECTh Oeryiero pyderka. boicTpo oMbIB J1a-
JoHu, CTeH 3a4epIiHyJ1 BOIbl U TUIECHYJI €1 Ha CBOE JIMIO. 3aTeM
elI€ U ele pa3, CMbIBasA CKJIM3KYIO rafocTb. Ero rimasa pasmui-
JICh, U OH CMOT' PACCMOTPETD, UTO MEPTBELIbl MEJJIEHHO MOAOU-
paioTcs K HUM. BepMa cTosiia Ha KOJIEHSX PsAA0M C HUM U CMBbl-
BaJla THWJIYIO TUIOTh CO CBOMX PYK U JIMIA. Y30pbl U3 paH Mej-
JIEHHO 3aTATMBAINCH caMy co00i. OHa OMIsSIHY/Iach M BCKOYMIIA
Ha HOTW.

— bexum! — ckomanioBasia oHa 1 CTeH MOAUYUHUIICS.

HeGonpimas nepeapiika y pyubs nomuia CTeHy Ha MOJb3y,
Y OH OLIYTWJI TpUiuB cwil. He otcTaBas ot Begylien ero BeAbMBI,



OH Oe:xai1, n30erast TAHYIIMXCS K HEMY MEPTBELIOB U HE YTPYK-
nasi ce0st OuTh Ux, MaObl HEe TepATh BpeMeHu. Takasi roHKa 1JTu-
jach Oosee yaca, ¥ B utore CteH, BLIOMBILKCH U3 CHJI, CBAJIMJICS
Ha OMAaBIUIYIO JIUCTBY.

— Bceragaii! — nofonuia kK HeMy BeibMa U MHYJIa €0 HOCKOM
carora B 00K. — OHHM emé OJM3KO M MOTYT HAC YIySITb.

— [Jla mycTh XOTh COXpYT, HO B ONMJKAdIlUe MSITh MUHYT S
HE CIIBUHYCb € 3TOro Mecra, — CTeH ri1yOOKO BJIOXHYJ M BbIJOX-
HYJI, Olllylas HeXBaTKy Bo3ayxa. — He 3Hato, kakue TpaBbl Thl
TaM MOTpPeOIsielb, HO 3/I0POBBIl TPEHNPOBAHHBIN BOMH HE B CH-
J1ax 3a TOOOM YrHaThCSl.

— Xopol110, — OTBETHJIa OHA U CHslIa ¢ ceds Il C MOfCOX-
MU KyCKaMU MEPTBOM TUIOTH.

Omna norpsicia UM, NbITasACh OTOAPATh KYCKH JIMIIKOT'O THUJIO-
ro Msica, a 3aTeM MOeJIo3uIa UM 1o onasuieit uctee. CTeH Jie-
)KaJl U CMOTpeJ1, KaK KENThIE JIUCThsI, COUThIE BETPOM, MPOJOJI-
JKAI0T CBOWM HETOPOILIMBBIA TOJIET OT KPOHBI JIepeBa K 3emle.
EMy Bcerna HpaBuIach OCEHb, TOUHEE ITOT €€ IEPUOT, HO TOJIb-
KO He B 3TOM rofy. «Teneppb najaomue JUCTbsi OyayT 10 KOHIIA
MOUX JHEN HallOMUHATh MHE O BCTAIOIIMX MEPTBELAX», — MOMY-
MaJl OH.

— [opHnmaiics, BouH, — 000pBajia ero pa3ayMbsi BEIbMa.

Cren BcTas u nonpaBui Konpdyry. C coboii y Hero ocrai-
Cs1 MEILLIOK C MpOBU3MEN jAa MmoOuMmblid kiesell. JIyk u KomvaH
OH IOTEpsT B Jiecy. A BOT BeAbMa B JIECY HE NOTEpsIa HUYE-
ro, He cuurasd crpeil. Bc€, ¢ yeM oHa BbIllUIA U3 JOMY, OCTa-



Jock 1ipu Hell. «Kak oHa eImné aparbes yMyapsiiach, yBelllaHHasI
BCEM 3TUM OapaxyioM?» — yIuBWICsA OH. PacnipaBuB rieun, oH
MOJOMIEN K BeJIbME U BMECTE OHU JIBUHYJIMCh JAJIbIIIE HA CEeBeEp,
y’ke He OeroM, HO ObICTPBIM IIarom. JJoBOJILHO AOJITO OHU Openu
B MoylyaHuu ¥ CTEH HavyaJl 3aMedarh, 4TO BEIbMY CJIETKa IMOIa-
THIBAET.

— Tebe nmnoxo? — Crpocuil OH JIEBYIIIKY.

— Co MHO# Takoe ObIBaeT, — OTBETUJIA OHA.

— 51 BCE He MOry MOHATH: Kak Thl PyKaMHU pa3pblBajla 3TUX
MEPTBSIKOB, a? OuepeaHas marus?

— He marus, HO OM3K0 K Held. MBI 1oIo0paTnuch K Baliim
Maram, OHU MEHS y4ysTh MOI'YT, & PyHbl HE yUyIOT HUKOI/A.

— To ectp, paHbl Ha TBOEM TeJie — 3TO pyHbI? ThI UTO, UX BBI-
pe3ajia yto Jin?

— JIaBHO, — TOJILKO 1 OTBETHUJIA OHA.

— W gto onm Tebe naor? Kak onu padotaiot? MoxeT, 1 MeHs
Hay4MIlb? — 3aBaynil e€ Bonpocamu Crenin.

— VBBI, Ha TO, YTOOBI TTOCTHYb PYH CHJTY, IIOTPEOYIOTCS TOJIBL.
S MHOTO JIET moTpaTuiia Ha 3TO, U JIMIIb HEJABHO 3HAHBE TOJTY-
ynia. Te, YTO OTKPBUIMCh HA MOMX pyKax M Tejle, JalT MHE CU-
JIy, CKOPOCTb U IPOBOPCTBO. BCe pyHBI, UTO OTKPBLIUCH, YEPIIA-
10T CWJTy U3 KPOBU MOEH.

— 13 kpoBu? — 1o CteHa, HaKOHell, JOIIO, KaKoro pojia Ma-
TMIO ITPAKTUKYET BEAbMA.

— Jla, KpoBH. A Kak Tbl JyMaelllb, OTKY/AAa MHE B3STh CHIIy? —
B CBOIO OY€pe/lb CIIPOCUJIa €ro BebMa, HO, HE JOKAABIIUCH OT-



BeTa, MpoAokuIa. — Besi Most cuiia — MOst KPOBb.

— Te1, HABepHOE, HE 3HaEIlIb, YTO ¢ TOOOU OyaeT, Korja JIoau
Y3HAIOT, KaKOW Maruey Thl Biajeelb. Maru oXoTsTcsl Ha BeAbM
U Ha TeX, KTO MPAKTUKYyeT Maruio 0e3 ux BeJioMa, HO OCOOEHHO
0e3KAIOCTHBI OHU K TAKUM, KaK ThI.

— 51 He X04y pacKphITOi ObITh, HE Tak Oe3ymHa s1. [ToaTomy
He MPUMEHsLJIa CUJI CBOMX, PUOJIM3UBIIINCH K TpaHuIie Jieca. Me-
Hsl HUKTO HE OOHApYKWT, MOKYJa 51 HEe MPOSIBIIO BCEH CUIIbI, —
OTBETWJIa B€bMa U CIIOTKHYJIACh HA POBHOM MECTE.

CrteH cymen noAXBaTUTh €€ U MOCAAUTh Ha JIECHYIO MOICTHUII-
Ky, MIPUCJIOHUB CIIMHOM K JIEPEBY.

— Yt0 ¢ TOOOI? — CIIPOCUJT OH.

— 41 mHOrO KpoBU notepsiia. MHe HaAO OTIOXHYTh, HO HaM
HEJIb351 3[IECh OCTABAThCS, — PACTSHYB MOCJIEJHUE CII0BA, JIEBYIII-
Ka [OTEpsIa CO3HAHUE.

CreH cuien psaaoM C HeW U He 3Hall, 4yTo Jearb. «[lo-xopo-
memMy, e€ Hajgo Obl HAKOPMUTD, — PACCYKAAT OH, — HO KaK KOp-
MUTh 4esioBeka Oe3 co3HaHusi?» Torma OH MOAHSUICS Ha HOTH,
CTSIHYJI C He€ JIyK, KOJTYaH U MEIIOK U B3BAJIMJI €€ ceOe Ha I1Ieuo.
«JI€rkas kakas, — nogymajl OH, IOIPABJIsAsA AEBYIIKY, JIEKaIyIO
y Hero Ha cniuHe. — UyThb Tskelnee moaHoro Hadopa OpoHn». OH
IPOIOJIKWI TyTh, CTApasiCh WITH KaK MOXHO ObICTpee, UTOOBI
JI0 HACTYIUIGHUSI CyMEpeK YCIeTh MPOUTH KaK MOXHO OoJibiliee
paccTosiHuE.

OHa 3a1eBeIach, Korjaa Ha HeOe BBICBITaIN 3B€315bl, a CTeH
NoI0pachiBaJl My4YOK XBOPOCTA B xkepio koctpa. [llaiina packpbi-



JIa r71a3a ¥ ycTaBWiIach B HOUHOe He0o. 3aTeM nepeBesnia B3I/
Ha CrteHa U cripocua:

—IT'ne a?

— Twt B UMniepun Apro, — yibidasich, oTBeTHIT el CTeHIH.

— W3 nieca mbl BBIUIM? — HE YHUMaJIACh BeapMa. — Ho kak?

— $1 Héc Tebs Ha pyKax TpW IHS U TPH HOYM, TIOKA, HAKOHEII,
He BBIOWJICS U3 CUJI, — CTApasiCb TOBOPUTH CEPbE3HO, OTBETHUIT OH.

Ha nuuie BeAbMBbI 3aCTBLIO U3YMJIEHUE, M OHA BHOBb CITPOCHJIA!

— Kak cmor 1eI? — HO, pa3miIsgAeB B NOJIYTbME €r0 rpumacy,
MOHSJIA, YTO MOMAIach Ha €ro po3birphiil. — Thl BpElb! — BOC-
KJIMKHYA oHa. — O6maHnmk ! CKoIbKo s Obia BO CHE?

— IlonoBuny aHs, He Ooblie. f pena HecTu TeOs1, CKOJIBKO
CMOTY, Y K Beuepy Mbl BbIIILIM U3 jieca. [loka Thl OTchinanack, s
HaOpaJ1 XBOPOCTA M Pa3ker KocTép. BoT, BO3bMU, — OH MPOTSIHYT
[Maine KycoK BSIJIGHOTO Msica U Ta, HEJOJro JAyMasi, BUEITUIACh
B HEro 3yoamu.

[TokoHuMB ¢ Tpane3oi, oHa obparmiack K CTeHy:

— He 6pocui Th1 MeHs1, Tebe 51 OnaropapHa.

— Ia, ycriokouics Tol. Thl MEHS1, BOH, CKOJIBKO pa3 criacaia, a s
TeOs1 BCEro-TO OUH Pa304yeK, — YXMbLIbHYJICS OH.

— Ho Bcé paBHO, cmacu6o. He MHOTHe roToBBI OB MHE TIO-
MOYb U Ja)ke Te, KOro criacana passiie s. Ho Tel, XoTeBIuMn ro-
JIOBY MOIO CHECTH, B OeJie MeHsI He OpOCHII.

— buiBaer, — maxHyn pykou CreH. — Thl 3Haelllb, YTO-TO
ycrtan Tedsi ceromHs Tackarsk. [1oity Ka s criaTh, a Thl HOCTOPOXKH
HEMHOXKKO.



N CreH ynércsa Ha MATKyI0 Ky4y CTEITHOM TpaBbl, CIIyXKalllylo
€My CErofiHs IMOCTENbI0, U MPOBAIWICA B COH. OH MPOCHYJICSA
TOJIBKO TOT/Ia, KOTJa SIPKUI COJTHEUHBIM JIyU yAapui eMy MpsiMO
B IVIa3 CKBO3b 3aKpbIThie BekU. CTEHIN 3a:KMYypUJICs, TIOTSAHYII-
Cs ¥ pas3jienul miasa, nocjie goiaroro cHa. Kocrép naBHo norac,
a aina cuzaena K HEMy CIIMHOM M CMOTpeJia Ha JIeC.

— [Noyemy ThI He pa30yaKUIa MEHsI? — BMECTO MOXKeIaHu J00-
POro yTpa CIpOCHJI OH Y HEE.

— Thl Kpenko cra, a s CnaTh He XOTella, — CIIOKOMHO OTBETUJIa
€My Be/IbMa.

— Hy, pa3 Ttak, Torna jgajiHo, — MaxHyJ1 OH PyKOM.

— CoOwupaiics, HaM B IMyTh TOpa.

CreH ynakoBajl B CBOW MELIOK BCE, UTO JOCTAaJl BEYEPOM,
OCTaBUB TOJILKO OYPIIIOK C BOJIOM J1a Tapy KyCKOB Msica.

— Twt Oynemb? — CIIPOCHIT OH BeJbMY, TIPOTATHBAS € OJIMH
13 KycoukoB. Ho, He moiy4nB HUKaKOro OTBETA, caM MPUHSI pe-
mienue. — Hy, kak xoueris. MHe Oosbliie 10CTaHEeTCSI.

[MepexkycuB, OHM TIPOMOJIKIIIN TyTh, CTyMasl 10 TPUOUTOMY
K 3eMJie KOBbUTIO. M3peaka 1no myTyu uM rnomnajaainuch MajeHbKUe
POLIMIIbI, HO YEM [1ajIblIe€ OHU OTXOAWJIM OT Jieca, TEM MEHbIIIEe
JIePEBLEB UM BCTPEYATIOCH.

— U kyna Tl HanpaBuIibes ganbiie? — cupocus CTeH y Bellb-
MBI.

— He 3Haio, He nymana o0 3toMm, — otBeTra emy Ilaiina.

— Torpa nouum co MHOU. W3 Hac nonyvyaercs OTJIMYHAs KO-
MaH/a, XOTb Thl U BE/IbMa, — MPEIJIOKUI OH.



— A Kyza HaMepeH Tbl IOMTH? — CIIPOCUJIa OHA.

— [epBeiM nenom B Jlaproc. 3asBiio o cede, CKaxy UM, 9To
MEPTBSIKY MEHSI B Jieca 3arHaJii, a Kak TOJIbKO BBIOpaJICs OTTY/a,
TaK Cpa3y B Majarsl U MOJAJICS.

— A pasnplie 4to?

— A nasteiiie — OTIaM UM CBOIO KOJTBUYTY, 3a0epy 30J10TO U T0-
Jamcsi Ha cesep, 3a Yepry, nogasblie OT 3TOro jeca U TBapeu,
YTO OOUTAIOT B HEM.

— Yro 3a «yepra»? — HaBEpHOE, BIIEPBBIE YIUBWIACH BEABMA.

— Uepra — 310 camas OoJblliasi peka BO Bcell ummeprun. Tak
HasBal e€ caM KoreH, korja eMy [IpUHECIM OfIHY U3 IIEPBbIX KapT
ero ke rocygapcrsa. f1 rae-To unTan, 4To, yBujeB e€ Ha Oymare,
OH npousHec: «OHa Kak 4yepra, JIeJUT MOE roCyJJapCTBO Ha ce-
BEPHYIO 4acTh U I0:kHYI0O». C Tex mop e€ Tak W CTaJlu Ha3BaTb.
B eé yctbe, cTost Ha 0fTHOM Oepery He BHIHO JIPyroro, Takasi OHa
HIMpoKas. A HeJaJeko OT UCTOKa, cToUT Ha Hell KpoHa Akka-
pusi — Haria croivia. Tel ciydaeM, He Tyaa coOMpaenibesi?

— Her, — kopotko orBetuna [lanna.

— A kypna toraa?

— Ioiiny s1 Ha BOCTOK.

— 41 Ha 3amag, TeI Ha BOCTOK. JKajb. Thl MHE TOJIBLKO-TOJIBKO
Hayvajla HpaBUTbCS, U BOT PUAETCS HAM PAacCTaThCs, IOXOKE, Ha-
BCEr/a.

— BeITh MOXeET 37O K JiyunieMmy. Beapb 3Haelb Thl, KAKUMU CU-
JIAMH HaJiesieHa s, 1 ObITh TeOe B OIMAacHOCTH, TIOKa s PSAIOM, —
KaK-TO MEYAJIbHO CKa3aja BeIbMa.



— [Toxoxe, HaII MyTh C TOOOW MOJOMAET K KOHILY, KOIJIa MbI
BBIMIEM HA...

— ... mnepatopckwii 1myTh, — 3aKOHYMIIA 32 HETO BeAbMa.

— ToI cabimasia o Hém? — yausuiicst CteH.

— Ha 3anane, ot joma Moero, B Jiecy MposiokeHa MogoOHast
Jopora. beiBana s Ha Heu.

— [a, Bc€ BepHO. Takue 10poru MposiokeHbl O BCEW UMIIe-
puu, a Ta, 1KHasi, UaET 1o bask-Xapmapl, a ganee tepsieTcs B Jie-
cax.

W3 Mopst TpaBbl MoOKa3anach Belukas gopora. Benpma crynu-
Jla Ha BBUIOXKEHHYIO KaMHEM 3eMJII0 U TIOCMOTpeJia Ha BOCTOK.
CreH marHys ciae oM, U yCTpeMIIT B3IJIsA]] Ha 3amajl.

— Hy, uto, naBait npormiarbcs?

[Mlaiina moporia K Hemy ¥ 0OHsUIA. Tak Mo-ueioBeYecKu, 4To
Creniu 3a0bLT, YTO OOHUMAETCS C MOTYIIIECTBEHHOU KOJITYyHbEH,
oOnagaroIel Takol CHIION, KOTopasi He Obljla ONMCcaHa HU B OfI-
HOW M3 IPOYUTAHHBIX UM KHUT. 3aTeM OHa 3ajie3/1a B CBOIO CyM-
Ky, MOKOINAJIach TaM HEMHOTO Y BHITAIlIAJIa MaJ€HbKUI MEIo-
Jyek. BHyTpu oka3aimch 3BOHKKME MOHETHI: 30JI0ThIe U cepeOpsi-
Hple. OHa nofenuiIa ux NopoBHY U otgaa CTeHy TpU 30J0ThIX
¥ BoceMHa/IIaTh cepeOpsikoB. [loxenana emy ynauu u, pa3sep-
HYBIIIKCh, 3alllaraja npoyb, HA BOCTOK, TaK HU pa3y U HE OrJisi-
HyBIIUCh. CTEH CTOSUT M CMOTpeJ el BCiie, ToKa OHa He OTOIIa
HACTOJILKO JIaJIeKO, YTO MPEBPATWIACh B YEPTOUKY, & IOTOM U OH
OTBEpHYJICS M 3alllaraj Ha 3amnaji.



4. 3agupa

— Ha-a-am neroH cBo6ony Hecé-€-€T, MOMHUM MBI CJIaB-
Hble r0-0-o/ibl! Hailla umnepust Becb MUp criacé-€-€t, nmpeojosieB
BCE HEB3ro-0-ofipl! — HaneBan CTeH CTapylo CTPOEBYIO, CTyMasi
0 KaMHSIM.

HenocBsméHHOMY YesloBeKy JOpora Morijia moka3arbesi Oec-
KoHeuHoM, Ho CteHu oOorién moutu Bee [1yTu v 3Ha, 4TO paHo
WJIY TI03[IHO 3Ta Agopora ynpercs B Jlaproc. Jlaproc — 310 cioBo
BCEJISJIO B HEero Hajesxay. Hamo Tonbko ToiTH, OOBSICHUTD CBOE
YyIeCHOE CTIaceHre, 3a0paTh 30JI0TO M MOC/IATh KO BCEM UepTIM
ciyx0y ¢ e€ komaHaupamu. JleHer, HAKOMUBIIUXCS Y HETO 3a To-
IbI CITyKOBI, C JTUXBOM XBAaTUT HAa HEOOJBIION TOMHUK U Ha XO-
3SIMCTBO eIlé ocTaHeTcsl. «Bort, mocragiio oM, Haiiy cede 6ady
U 3akuBYy! — MeuTan oH. — Hukako# ciyObl, HHIKaKOTO PUCKa,
HUKAKUX YOMICTB, TOJBKO XeHa, IETU 1 X03AucTBo. [la-a-a!»

[Norpy3uBiuch B cBou MeuTaHusi, CTEHIM He cpa3y 3aMeTuI,
YTO Ha JIOPOre JIekajIo MEPTBOE Test0. OH OCTOPOKHO MONOLIEN
K MEpTBELly, HArHYyJICA U NEpEBEPHYJI ero. Tpyn eme He OKove-
HeJl, @ 9TO 3HaYUJIO, YTO YOUITH ero He Tak AaBHO. OH ocMOTpe-
csl, CTapasich He JieNlaTh Pe3KUX IBUKEHUM, 1a0bl HE CIIPOBOIIM-
poBaTh BO3MOKHOe HanajgeHue. Ho, rmoxoxe, KUBBIX B OKpyre
He Obu10. Torna CTeH MOgHSJICA M YBUJEN, YTO CTOUT Ha Kparo
HeOoJbIIoro nodouria. OKOJIO TPEX IECATKOB YENIOBEK JIeKaIU
MEPTBBIMU B MTPUTONTAHHOM TPaBe, 3AJIUTOM KPOBbIO. 3/1€Ch ke



ObLTM TYIIM TPEX yOuThIX Jomiaaei. [Toxoxe, monu, OuBIMecs
31IeCh, JIIOTO HeHaBU e M IpyT Apyra. CTEHIIN MpOIIETCs 1Mo Kap-
MaHaM HECKOJIbKMX TTOTHOIIMX, HO HE YAMBWJICS, TaK HHUYETO
u He Hauns. «[loxoxke, KTO-TO CXJIeCTHYJICS ¢ pa30OMHUKAMU,
Y TPOUTPAJI, — P OH. — A TIOOeIUTe M OOYMCTHIIA KapMa-
HBI BCeX YOWTHIX, Tocie modenp». OH emmeé moOpoaut mo Me-
cTy 00s1 ¥ 3aMETHJI, YTO y TIOJIOBUHBI IMOTMOIINX JIMIO YKpaIaio
KJIEIMO B BHJIE cOOaubeid roJIoBHI. «IIymo, — 3amMeTni oH. — 3a-
yeM ceOs1 KeMuTb? UToObl Ha TeOst OXOTUIIUCH Be3[ie, Ky/a Obl
Tl HU ITpuIEn?» Ho Ha 10T Bompoc oH He Hamen orsera. Ka-
Kasi Obl HA ObUIA Y HUX MPUYKMHA, Y MEPTBELIOB O HEW HE CIpO-
cutb. OcMoTpeBIHCh emE pa3, CTeH pelu ABUHYThCS JaJTbIlle
Ha 3ara, uJis BIOJb JIOPOry Ha MPHUIMYHOM PAaCCTOSTHUM OT Hee.
OH B34 ceBepHee [lyTtu 1 momen, pa3MbIiuiss, KTO MOT CXBa-
TUTBHCS C Pa30OMHUKAMU B 3TUX MECTaXx.

3a aBa gecsaTuneTus cuyxkOsl B JeruoHe, CTEHIM MHOTO IJie
noObIBajl. B OCHOBHOM BOCTOK CTpaHbI, HO U Ha 10T OH YaCTCHb-
KO 3axaxuBail. «f cenuac Hepaneko ot FOxHoro Kpecra, — pas-
MBI OH. — HO, M He HACTOJILKO OJIM3KO, YTOOBI OHU MOCIAJIN
cIoJla CBOMX COJIIaT. 3HAUYMT, €CTh 37iech KTO-TO eme. Ho kro?
Bpone, rae-to psgoM I0KeH ObITh 3aMOK, €ClId He OImmoOa-
10Cch». Tak OH ¥ MIEN JI0 CaMOro Bevyepa, OCTOSIHHO OTJIsIAbIBA-
SICh ¥ BCMaTPUBAsICh BJIaJIb, 00SICh OBITh 3aCTUTHYTHIM BPACILIOX
BO3MOKHBIMU Bparamu. Houb HacTuria ero B roje, ¥ OH, CO-
OpaB TpaBy B OOJIBIIION KOM, 3apbUICS C TOJIOBOW B IMOJTy4HBIIIE-
ecst ykpoiTie. KocTép pazkedb ObLIO HE W3 Yero, J1a eCi U Obl-



710 Obl, OH He cTaJl Obl PUBJIEKATh K ceOe U3TUIITHErO BHUMAHUSI.
Ero cnanpHOE MECTO M Tak MOMYYHJIOCH TETUIBIM, M OH 3aCHYJ,
YTOMJIEHHBIN JUTMHHBIM THEBHBIM TEPEXOIOM.

[Tpocuysimck, CTeH BbLIE3 U3 CBOETO YKPBITHS U OCMOTPEII-
csi. He Haiiiist B OKpyre HU QyIId, OH CEJl Ha Ky4y TpaBbl U Mepe-
KYCHJT OCTaBIIIMMCS MSICOM. 3aTeM OH COOpaJIiCs U MOOPEN Aajib-
IIIe Ha 3ar1ajl, HaJIesiCh CETrOIHS JONTHU XOTh JI0 KaKOH-HUOYIb Jie-
peBeHbku. W Onike K MOyIHIO, epe]] HUM BBIPOC XOJIM, YBEH-
YaHHBI O'POMHBIM 3aMKOM. «BOT 3TO KpenocTh! — BOCXUTHII-
cs1 oH. — Heboch, Kakoi-HUOYIh JOPAEHBINT ceOe OTCTPOUII».
3aMoOK, AefCTBUTEIIHHO, ObUT O'POMEH: BHICOKHE CTEHBI, YCEsH-
Hble OOMHMIIAMU U YeTbIpe OalllHU, OfIHA U3 KOTOPbIX UMeJa BO-
UCTHHY OrpOMHBIM pasmep. Ha Hei, kak pa3, w ObUT MOTHAT
aJbli (prar UMIEpUK, C PaCIIMTHIM 30JI0TBIMU HUTAMU C(PUHK-
COM. A TIOJ1 HUM, CTEJISICh IO CTEHaM, BUCEJIM TOOeNIeHbI, BUTIMO,
NpUHAJIeKAIIMe JOpAy-X03suHy 3aMKa. CHHUE cripaBa 1 OeJbie
ClIeBa, a B LIEHTpe ObLIO BBIIIUTO YTO-TO, Yero CTeH He MOT pa3-
DJISIZIETh C TAKOTO PAcCTOSTHUSA. «YepBsiK Tam 4TO Ju?» — TOMY-
MaJl OH, TBITAsICh PA3MISIIETh TepaibauKy. [log cTeHaMu 3amKa,
Ha CKJIOHAX XoJiMa, ObLT paCKUHYT IeJIblii ropofoK. «Bot 31ech
s CErOfIHSI U 3aHOUYI0», — 00paIOBAJICSI OH U IPUOABWII TIary.

Houna no nepsoro noma, CTeH, HAKOHEL], CMOT pas3IyIsAAeTh
YEPHO-3EJIEHOTO APAKOHA, U300paXEHHOTO Ha CHHE-OeIoM Io-
notHe. «Bot 310 ga! Kto % 34€ch KUBET, YTO Yy HEro JpakoH
Ha repOe BBINUT? — yAMBHWICSA OH. — A s €ro 4epBSIKOM 000-
3Ba’t...» OH IMENT MO JepeBEHCKUM YJIOYKaM, CTymas 1o pas-



MBITOW OpyIIaTKe, ¥ MECTHBIE KUTEIM MCKOCa MOCMaTPUBAJIH
Ha Hero. CteHm He oOpariiain Ha HUX BHUMaHHMsI, OH U TaK 3HaJ,
KaK ceryac BHIIVIIUT. 3apOCIINM, BOHIOUMM, B PKaBOW KOJIbUY-
re ¥ C MOJIOTOM Ha MOsCE — J1a TAKOro, KaKk OH, B KPYITHBIN I0-
pon 1axe He BIycTuiv Obl. [lopora netsiia, B30Mpasch Ha X0IM,
u Crennm Bc€ Onuke MOAXOQrI K 3aMKy. CTydaThCsi B BOPOTA OH
He coOupavicsi, a BOT MOMNAAMCh HA €ro MyTU TPaKTUpP, OH C pa-
JOCTBIO 3a11€N Obl O] ero Kpbiily. M BOT, Ha €ro myTu BO3HUK-
JIO 3JaHue, MOSBJIEHNE KOTOPOro OH MpocTo kaxaal. «lloio
¥ Xapun», — IPOYMTAII OH KOPSIBO BBIpE3aHHBIE OYKBBI Ha TTOKO-
cuslLencs BoiBecke. «Hy 1 Ha3BaHue, — nogymait oH. — Hy u san-
HO, JIUIIb Obl KOPMIITU XOpoI110». CTeH MOTHSJICS 10 IBYM BbI-
COKMM CTYyIIEHbKAM, 3aMETUB, YTO XOPOILEHbKO MOABBITMBIIAN
YeJIOBEK IMOJIETUT C HUX HOCOM MpsAMO B IpsA3b. OTBOPUB J1BEPb
¥ 3ai1/151 BHYTPb TPAKTHPA, IIepe]] HUM OTKPbUICS 3aJ1, 3aCTaBJIEH-
HBI cTOJIaMM U J1aBKamu. Ha npyroii cropoHe OT Bxoja Haxo-
JUJIach CTOMKA, Ha KOTOPYIO XO35IMH IOJI0KWJI CBOU HOTH U, TO-
XOXe, IpeMall, oxujas npuxoaa nocerurener. CTeH MOAOIIEN
K HEMy TIOOJIMKe M YCIIBIIa paBHOMEpPHOE corenue. TpakTup-
MK, MY)KYMHA CPE/IHUX JIET, INIAJKO BBIOPUTBIN U C JUIMHHBIMU
BOJIOCAMH, MIEPETSHYTHIMU Ha 3aThUIKE BEPEBKOM, ObLT OTPYKEH
B KPEIIKUM 3/I0pPOBBIN COH.

— VYBaxkaembliii! — OectakTHO pa3Oyaun ero CTeH, CMaxHYB
CO CTOJIa HOTY XO35IMHA.

OT HEOXMAAHHOCTY TPAKTUPIIKK MOACKOYWII U pa3UHYJI pOT.

— O, a Bot 1 Bol! Ckaxxure, €CTh JIM Yy BAC KOMHara JI0 yrpa? —



CHPOCUJT OH TPAKTUPILUKA.

— ... AX, Aa, KOMHara... — OPOMSIMJIWI PaCTePABIIAKUCS
XO35IMH, OCMaTpUBasi CBOEro HOBOIO MocTosuiblia. — KomHara
€CTb, HO...

— OmmuHo! — nepe6ut ero CreH. — Bor, rogait efisl, Aa mo-
CBITHEE, a €IlIE MHE HAJI0 MIOMBITbCA U IOCTUPATHCS, — OH TOJIO-
’KWJT HA CTOJI TIapy cepeOpsIKOB.

— Ila, na, KOHEUHO, — 00PaJOBAJICS XO35IMH, TepeBe/isl B3IJIs]L
¢ kJeBna Ha cepedpo. — Jluzu! Jluzu! ¥ Hac HOBBIN nocTosierr!
[IpoBoau ero B KOMHATy ¥ MOKaXkH, I1I€ IOMBIThCS !

K Hum nop6esxana neBymika. Mnm nepouka. Ha Buj eit Obi10
OT JIBEHA/ILIATH 10 1IeCTHaaTi, ToyHee CTeH He MOT CKa3arb.
Xynasa u kocmiasas, JIusu npopogwia CTeHa B MaJIEHBKYIO Ka-
MOPKY, MO0k AAJIA, TOKA OH 3aKMHET Ty[a CBOU BEIU, KOJIbYYTY
Y OpYy’KME U MPOBeJia ero Ha 3aJHUI IBOP, Iie CTOsIa IMUPOKAs
00uKa, a pAIOM HAXOJUIICS KOJIOJEII.

— Bor 371ech Mbl MOeMcsl, — MPONuIIaia OHa TOHEHbKUM TO-
JockoM. — Boiy Bo3bMETE U3 KOJIOMIIA, TOJBKO HAMOHSATE 00Y-
Ky OBICTpO, a TO OHa Xy/iasi, TOJITeKaeT.

HeBouka yiuia, a CTeH Hauan Habuparth BOLy, yepnasi e€ Bejl-
pOM, HE MeHee XyIbIM, yeM Oouka. Pabora 3aHsia ero MUHYT
Ha JIBaUaTh, M KOrJa OH, HAKOHEIl, IOrpy3uycs B BOAY, TO MO-
YYBCTBOBaJI, KaK BOJIHA OOJIETYeHMS BIEPEMEKKY C XOJIOAOM
MPOKATUIIach Mo ero teiy. Tem BpemeHeM JInu3u npuHecsa KyB-
IIMH C KUIISITKOM, KaK pa3 BO BpeMs, Tak Kak y CTeHIu Hava-
JIO CBOJIUTH HOTM OT Xosiofa. OH IUJIECHYJ KUITSATKA U TPUHSII-



Cs1 CKOOJIUTH CBOE TeJIO HOT'TSIMM, CUHMIIAs 3aCOXINYIo rpsa3b. Ko-
I71a ke OH, HaKOHeIl, BbUIe3 M3 OOYKM TO BOJAA, B KOTOPOH OH
MbUICs, IpuoOpena Oypblii 1BeT. OH 00epHYJICS TKAHbIO, OCTaB-
JICHHOW J€BOYKOW, U MPUHSIICA MOJIOCKATh OJIEKIY B OCTaBLIEH-
cqa Boge. [loctupasimce, CteHamn BepHYyIcs B CBOIO KOMHary. OH
pasBecuI BEIM HA IIPOCYLIKY, a caM OTIIPAaBWIICA 34 €I0U. 3a-
OpaB 4YyryHOK, OH BEepHYJICS K ceOe, U mocie mMecsiia Omysk/a-
HUs1, HAKOHEL|, CMOT HaclaguTbes goMaiiHen eqou. CTeH mpo-
CHJeN B CBOE KOMHATKE /IO Beuepa, a 3aTeM HarsumiiI Ha ceOst
He J10 KOHIIA BBICOXIITYIO OfIEXK/1y ¥ BbIIIeN B 3a1. Hapony npuba-
BUJIOCh U OH, B3IB KPYKKY T'YCTOTO 3J151, CEJ1 32 O/IUH U3 CTOJIUKOB.
OTtxnéopiBasi eHHbl HanuTOoK CTeH ciymial, o 4éM OecenyioT
ero coceu. BoNBITMHCTBO TOBOPUJIM O HOBOM BOWHE C MepTBe-
[[aMH, O Pa30UTOM YETBEPTOM JIETHOHE U O TuOem Tasmiu.

— Kaxk ropon moru6? — BeIpBaJICsl y HETO BOMPOC.

— Kak moru6? Jla BoccTaBIie BOPBAIMCH B HETO U Niepeduin
BCEX, KTO TaM ObUT. ['0BOPSIT, TOJBKO JIOPI U CTIaccsl, 3aNepIircCh
B CBOEM 3aMK€ Y JOXK/IABIIYCh MIOMOIIU, — OTBETUJI EMY YCAThIA
pacCKa3uuK.

— A nmanelie yto ObUI0?

— A nanblne, Tyia MOAOINLIMA Cpa3y ABa JIETMOHA U TiepeOuin
Bcex TBapeu. IlepBhlid 1 TpeTuii, FOBOPAT.

«IlepBbit M Tpetuil. Camble KpyInHble JIerMOHbI Mmnepun,
10 JIECSATh THICSTY Meueid B Kax oM. Hey:xenu, Tam ObLIO CTOJIBKO
MEPTBSIKOB, UYTO HA HUX HATPABWJIU CPa3y ABAILATH ThICSY JIETH-
oHepoB? U Kyga cMOTpeJ OHU paHbliie, OTIIPABISAS TP THICSUU



HOBOOpaHIIeB Ha 00IHI0?» — 3agymaiics: CTeHH.

— VBaxkaeMbIll TOProBell, — OTBJIEK OH OT Oecepl ycaya. —
A Tbl He 3Haenb, riae CBSEHHBIN OTPs] BOeBaI?

—391u? Onu npouu KOxueid Kpect v Tam ycTponiu HacTo-
SIIUY a1 11 MepTBeloB. Te, KTo BUIeIn MecTo OMTBHI, BO3Bpa-
HIAJTUCh C BO-0-OT TAKUMM IJia3aMu! — TOProBell MoKas3al pyKa-
MU, Kakre ObLTH y cBUjIeTeNel 0osl r1a3a. Pasmepom ¢ xoporiiee
sI0JI0KO, HE MEHBIIIE.

— Jla yK, TAKO€ yBUJETb, ClIaTh IIOTOM He cMoxxellb. Ciyiait,
JPYT, a Thl HE 3HAElllb, HE MPOXOIWIN JIU 3[IECh KaKUe JIeTHOHe-
pbI? — BAPYT CIIPOCUII OH.

— Jla oTKyna e MHe 3HaTh? — yaquBWICA Toprosell. — 51 3aech
MOSIBWJICSL C /IBA Yaca Ha3a/l.

— Kanp, — Bo11oXHY1 CTeEH.

— He npoxonunu.

— YT10? — HE MOHSJI OH.

— 51 roBOpIO, UYTO HUKAKUE JIETUOHEPHI 3[IECh HE TTPOXOAMIIH, —
OTBETWJI €My KPEeIKUil MyXXUnHa, CUJEBIINNA HAITPOTUB TOPIOB-
a.

— A BbI OTKy/z1a 3Haete? — cripocui ero CreH.

— 910 MOE JIeN10, 3HaTh BCE. A KanuTaH crpaxu cupa FOnmana
Akdopna, — TpeICTaBWICA €My HE3HAKOMELl, — a BOT KTO Thl —
s He 3HAIO.

— Crennu Tpemmu, aecatauk Mimnepckoro Jjiernoxa, — OTBe-
i1 emy CreH.

— U1 grto nernonep, Tem Oojiee NECSITHUK JIENIaeT B COTHE KH-



JIOMETPOB OT OJIMXKAKINEro JernoHa? — CIPOCHII €r0 KaruTaH.

— et B nanatel, — CTEHJI pelinl HE HapbIBaThCs HA HETIPU-
SITHOCTH.

— W otkyna oH uaer?

— U3 neca, — KOPOTKO OTBETUJI OH.

— He nru mue, necarnuk! Jlec kummt yynosunamu! Yennose-
Ky TaM HE BbIKUTh! — yoapuil KyJIaKoM IO CTOJTy KaruTaH.

— Tbl OOBUHSIEIIIL MEHS BO JI)KU, KAlTMTaH! — MOBBICKIT HA HETO
rosioc Crenyu. — 4 BUeN, Kak MOrud JIETHOH, KOTOPOMY $1 OT-
JaJl BAIIATh JIeT CITYXKObI, a THl CMeelllb MeHsI B YEM-TO OOBU-
HATH?! — ApOCTh 3aKkunena B KpoBu CTeHa, M OH ObUT TOTOB Ha-
OpOCHUTBCS Ha YeJIOBEKa, Ha3BaBILEro ceOsl KAalTMTaHOM.

— Crtup! — B pacKpsITyIO ABEPb BBUIWJICSA CTpaxkHUK. — Ctup!
Me1 Hat ux! OHu Bee youTh!!

Kanuran coBceM momMpayHes, BCTal M3-3a CTOJA W TOMIEN
Ha BBIXOJI, MOMEHTAJIbHO 3a0bIB O nepenayike co CteHom. CteH
HE CTaJl ero OCTaHABJIMBATh, [TOHSIB, O KOM FTOBOPUJI 3TOT CTPAXK-
HUK. «Crpaxa 3aMKa AK(pOPIOB — BOT, KTO CXJIECTHYJICS C pa3-
OortHuKamMu». OH MPOBOAWI B3MJISIIOM KalMTaHa, a Korja 3a HUM
3aKpblIach JBEPb, 3AJIIIOM ONPOKHUHYJ CBOIO KPYKKY M OTIpa-
BUJICS CIIaTh.

HayTtpo oH ObicTpo cobpajicsi, IepeKyCcrI TOPSTIUMU JICTIETII-
KaMU 1 MOCTISINIT YOpaThcs Mmojajbiie ot 3aMka. CIyCTUBIINCH
K NOIHOXMI0 X0Ma, CTeH 3acTaj BUEpalllHEro ycaTtoro TOproB-
112, OT KOTOPOT'O Y3HaJ1 HEKOTOPbIE HOBOCTH.

— IIpuser, yBaxaemsblii! — nornpusercTBoBaj ero CreH.



— AX, 310 ThI! — HEe TO 00pAAOBAJICS, HE TO UCITYTaJICSI TOPTO-
Bell. — Pag Hamen Bcrpeye!

— W g pan! Cnymail, Tebe OXpaHHUK HyKeH? — HarpsMylo
CHPOCHJI OH.

— Hyxen, — cornacuicsi Toproeell. — Mbl ceiiuac Ha BOCTOK
OTIIpaBJIsieMCs, TaM Kak pa3 Illakasbl MpOMBINUIAIOT.

— Kaub, a MHe Ha 3anaja Hajgo, B IOxubid Kpecrt, — nokayan
rosioBot CteH.

— Ha, xanb, — B3JOXHYJI ycad. — A Tel K MopTumupy nonpo-
CHCh, OH KaK pa3 Ha 3araji elIeT, aBOCh, [IOJKUHET, — MPEAJIOKUIT
emMy Toprosell. — 1, Moptu!

— Yero tebe! — oTo3Basics U3-3a Tesaer MopTumup.

—TyT OnUH BOMH XOYET HaHAThLCS, TOJIbKO €My Ha 3amaji Hajo,
a 51 Ha BOCTOK exty. Tebe, cimyyaem, He HyxkeH?

—He, y Mens oxpanbl xBartaert. /o Kpecra myTb 61130k, /10 Be-
yepa goeneM. A Illakansl ceiiuac Ha BOCTOKE.

— Moptu! — o6parmics k Hemy CteH. — Moxer, 51 32 MECTo
B Tesere 3aruiady? Cuit HeTy XoauTh Oosbie!

— 3amatuiib? — TYT e BBICKOYMJI M3-3a TEJIETH Npearpu-
UMYMBBIT TOproeell. — 1o apyrou pasropop. OauH cepedpsik —
u 10 Kpecra 1BO#1 yTh OyzIeT JIEroK, Kak NEPHIIIKO, — OH MPOU3-
BEJ B BO3/lyX€ HEOIPECJIEHHBIN [TACC PYKOMU.

— Ilo pykawm, — cornacuics CreH.

«Yrto MHe 3TOT cepeOpsHbIiA, Koraa B Jlaproce MeHs qoxua-
€TCs1 KOIIeJb, HAOMTHIN 30JI0TOM», — YJIBIOHYJICSI OH CBOMM MBIC-
7M. CTEHIM 3alpBITHYJ B TEJIETY, OTIaB TOProBLly MOHETY, U Ye-



PE3 HECKOJIbKO MUHYT OHU TPOHYJIUCH B IyTh. OH CUJIeJT HA MEIlI-
Kax, CBECUB HOI'M, U HACBUCTHIBAJI OUYEPE/IHYIO MOXOIHYIO Iec-
HIO, KOTJJa K HEMY MOABEXaJ OIMH U3 COMPOBOXIAIOUIMX Kapa-
BaH OXPaHHMKOB.

— 310poB, ciyxuBblii! — monpuBeTcTBoBal oH CTeHa.

— U Tebe He XBOpaTh, — OTBETUJI €MY JIECSTHHK.

— Cnywmaid, Mbl TyT ¢ peOATaMU MOCHOPWJIM: AE3ePTUP Thl
WU HeT?

— A Kak Tl Iymaelb: ae3eptup ju A7 — Ha e CreHa npo-
SIBUJIOCH HEJIOBOJIBCTBO.

— A 4 He 3HaI0, IOTOMY U CIIPAIlIMBAIO.

— Hy a o1 nopackuHp Mo3ramu? ABOCh, 10raJaellibCsl.

— To1 yero 3t0? Xamute MHe permni 4to Ju? — CTeHau no-
YyBCTBOBAJI HAIIPSI)KEHUE B TOJIOCE OXPAHHHUKA.

— Jla MHe mneBatb, — otBeTMs1 eMy CreH. — Yrto Xouemp —
TO U AyMaid. 3a Mecsll, MPOBEAEHHbBII ¢ MepTBellaMK, MHE ObLIO
CMOKOIHEN, YeM 3a ABa AHS C JIIJbMU! — OH CIUTIOHYJT Ha IOPOTY
T0/1 KOTIBITA KOHS CTPaKHUKA.

—9u! N3Bo3unk! A Hy TOpMO3U KapaBaH! — KpUKHYJI OXPaH-
HUK KOMY-TO BIiepéa. — 51 ckazas, TopMo3u! — 1 OH pBaHyJ1 BIIe-
pEn, K MepBou Tejere.

W kapasan ocranosuics. CriepBa CTeH yaMBWICSA TaKOMY I10-
BE/IEHUIO TOProBLIEB, HO MOTOM YBUJEJ, KaK TOT K€ OXPaHHUK
rpy00 CKMIBIBAET C TeJery OJHOTO U3 KapaBaHIIIUKOB.

— 41 ckazan tebe: Topmosu! Kakue 6putn ycroBwus, a?! Thl 3a-
Ob11? Bo BcéM citymiathest MeHsI! — opast OH, HAaHOCS y/Iaphbl HO-



raMu 10 JieKallleMy TOPrOBILY.

— 2u! Xopom! — pazgasics royioc Apyroro 3alMTHUKA Kapa-
BaHa.

— Thl 4TO-TO MHE CcKazan? — OTBJIEKCA OT CBOEro Jena Apa-
yyH. — [loBTOpH, 51 HE pacciblal.

— He, Huyero, — 3amscsa tor. — [Ipocro, 3agepxxuBaemcs. . .

— 31ech A pelan, 331epKUBAEMC Mbl WM HET. Y Hac Mpu-
Baj1! Bce oTnpixaeM! — Kpuyas OH, CKUrasi B3IJISIIOM BCEX, KTO
PEIIICS TOIOUTH MOOIIKE. — A 'y MEHSI eCTb ellIE OfIHO JIEbIIe.

CreH Buze, Kak MOCJIE ITUX CJIOB OXPAaHHUK THEBHO YCTABUJI-
Csl Ha HEro, a 3aTeM HAlpaBUJICS K HEMY, MIOJIOKUB PYKYy Ha py-
KOSITh Meya.

— D, To1! ThI YUTO-TO XOTEN MHE CKa3aTh? — HA XOy BbIMa-
JIWJI OH.

Crenyn cpeirHya ¢ Tesierd. OXpaHHMK TOAOLIEN K HEMY,
CXBAaTWUJI 3a LIMBOPOT Y B3MJISIHYJI B IJ1a3a:

— MHe HuKTO He cmeeT nepeunTs. Hu 1py3bs, Hu Bparu. bepu
CBOH MOJIOT ¥ TOILIHA pa30epeMCs.

— MHe He3ayeM c ToOo# pa3OupaTbest, — oTBeTHI eMy CTeH.

— Torna s BeImyIILy TeOE KUIIKHU, — TPOM3HEC 3a1pa, OOHAKAs
CBOU MeY.

— JIamHO, TOJIBKO OTOUIEM C JOPOTH, — CTEHJIM TPOTSHYJI PYKY
3a KJIEBLIEM, JIEXKAIVM B TEJIEre.

OxpaHHUK BbIIIE Ha MOJSAHY, pa3MaxuBas MedyoM. K Hemy
nofoien Moptumup:

— Hopwan, ocranoBucek! YUto 1hI BeITBOpsiems! IIpekparu aTo



oe3ymue!

— Be3ymue?! 1o He 6e3ymue. [IpocTo KOe-KTO He yBakaer
JpyTUX JIIOOEU, U 1 HAMEpEH ero npoyuuts. He cMoTpu Ha Mme-
Hsl Tak, sl He coOupaioch ero yomBarh. Tak, Mopexxy HEMHOXKKO,
Y OTIYLIYy Ha BCE YEThIPe CTOPOHBI, — JlOpraJ1 3aMEeTHO HEPBHU-
YaJj, He Haxofs ce0e MecTa U Mevach Tyla-Clofia Tiepej Ia3amMu
Mopru.

Crenuu B3BECUIT B pyKax MOJIOT, pa3MsjICs Y MOJOLIEN K CBO-
€My NPOTUBHUKY.

— IlpukpsiBaemibesi 3a OpoHEN, — 3amerwn [lopuan, rsaas
Ha ero Koypuyry. — 51 Bc€ paBHO He cOupaioch pesaTh Tede Tello.
MHe XBaTUT TBOMX YIIEH.

CreHiv HAYEro He OTBETWI, JIMIb kA, YTO MPEANpUMET
BCITBLIbYMBBIM OXPaHHUK. A OH CTOsUI, olleHnBass CTeHa U Kpy-
TWI B pyKe CBOM MeY. 3aTeM OH pe3KO MOAAJICA BIEPEN U HAHEC
cBou nepsbiit yaap. CTeH 0:xuaall, 4To Med NPUAET CHU3Y U JIETKO
OJIOKMPOBAJ €ro CBOUM MOJIOTOM. BTOpOii ynap oH OTBEN B CTO-
POHY U TYT XK€ Bpe3aJl KyJakoM I0 Jimiy Hamagaomero. Cuia
yaapa omenomuia Jlopusna, 1 OH NOTEpsJl paBHOBECUE. DTOTO
xBatuiio CTeHy, 4ToObl HAHECTH OTBETHBIN yaap. Moot rnorman
0 MPABOMY KOJIEHY, pa3Aalicsl MPUINIYLIEHHBIN XPYCT U OXpaH-
HFK, JUKO B3BBIB, PyXHYJ Ha 3eMJIO, JEPKach 3a pa3apoOsieH-
HyI0 KocTb. Cpa3zy 1BO€ ero ToBapuIlel CIPbITHYJIM CO CBOUX JIO-
majen u noackounau k CteHy, nepxa B pykax Meuu.

— Yo T Hazienas1?! — B3peBEs OJUH U3 HUX.

— PazoOpavics, — orBetmst emy CTeH, BceM CBOMM BHJIOM TTO-



Ka3bIBasi OObIJCHHOCTD CJIOKUBIIEWCS] CUTYAIIWH.

— Tol cioman emy koneHo! Koseno! Tenepb OH HE cMOXeT
cpaxarbcs! Tel 9T0 NOHMMaeb? — HaJIeTe Ha HEro JPYyrou.

— KoneuHo. TakuM Kak OH HeJIb3s 1aBaTh B PyKU OpYyXHUe, —
orBeTi emy CteH. — § pa3oui eMy KoseHO U pa3ouit Obl BTOpoe,
ecym Obl BBl HE TOAOE KA. A €CJIM 1 BBl XOTHTE CTaTh KaJIeKaMH,
npollly, NPOAOJIKANTe CBOM HAMaJKU Ha MeHs. DTO OyJeT MoBO-
JIOM, pa300paThCs U C BaMHU.

OXpaHHMKY NEPETIISIHYIUCh U IOCMOTPEIN Ha CBOETO PAHEH-
HOT'O IIPEJBOJUTENA. 3aTEM OTCTYIMJIN U MOIOLIIN K CKYJIAIIe-
My Hopuany. OHM BIOXKWIA MEYM B HOXKHBI M HAYQIUA O YEM-
TO NIeperoBapuBaThcs Mex 1y coooi. CTEHIM OTBEPHYJICS OT HUX
W HampaBwicsl K cBoedl Tenere. OH 3a0pajicsi BHYTPb, JOCTAI
U3 MEeNIKa 3aCOXIIYI0 XJIeOHYI0 KOPKY Y IIPUHSLICS TPBI3Th €€, KaK
Oy/ATO MUHYTY Ha3a/l HUYEro U He Mpou3o0ILIo. [Ipyrue ox paHHu-
KM KOCWJIUCh Ha HEro, HO JIMIIIb JIOBUJIA Ha ceOe ero B3IJIsI, Kak
MOCTIENTHO OTBOpaunBanuch. [Ipusai 3arsanyncsa Hanoiro. opu-
3]y Ha HOTY HAJIOXKWJIM IIMHY, OTOPBAaB OT OOpTa TeJlern JOCKY,
a II0TOM €ro0 NEPETAIUIN B APYTyI0 NOBO3KY, nofasbiie ot Cre-
Ha. CrycTs mojyaca nocjie OCTaHOBKM, KapaBaH, HAKOHELI, MPo-
JOJKWI cBo yTh. Bekope k CteHy noabexan Moptumup

— HenpudAtHada cutyanys NpUKJIIOYWIACh, — HA4ajl OH pasro-
BOD.

— U ne roBopute, — otBeTui1 CTeH.

— A BbI He OoUTECh, YTO OHH pelIaT BaM OTOMCTUTh? Bbl mo-
KJIEYNJIM UX JIMAepa.



— YV Hux ObUT maHC ¥ OHM ero ymyctuiau. Kak Bl gymaere,
cTay Obl 51 C HUM JIpaThCs, ecd Obl He ObUT yBEPEH B CBOEH I10-
Oene?

— 4 nonarato, 4to HeT, — NpeanoNoKuUI MopTH.

— A BOT uépra ¢ aBa, — otBeTuJ1 CteH. — OH XOTeJ Ipaku, Xo-
TeJ 000U 1IEHOM, YTOOB! YTBEPAUTHCS Cpeid cBouX. M oH mo-
Jpajicss Obl CO MHOW B JIIOOOM Ciiy4ae, Jaxe eclid Obl s BCTal
Ha KOJIEHU Y MPUHSICS CIU3bIBATh IbUIb C €ro caror. ['/ie Bbl Ha-
UM 3Ty MIANKy?

— Kak rne? B Kpecry koneuHo. MblI exanu ¢ HUMu 10 DcCTa-
OoHa, a 3aTeM oOpatHO. MIX MHOTO.

— U Bce onu 6e3aapu. VX ydinuii BOWH TOJIBKO YTO MPOUTPaT
6011 My kuKy ¢ MooTkoM. C monotkoM! ¥V MeHst 1axke He ObLIo
IIUTA, YTOOBI XOTh KaK TO YPaBHSATH HAIIM IMAHCH. S Tak jaymaio,
OHU HM pa3y He OUIUCh No-Hactosemy. Ero ckopocts ¢ Meuom
Takas ke, Kak y MeHs ¢ MmosiotoM. OH He ymeeT BbIOUparh Mo-
MEHT JUIs1 yapa, XOTb U KpacuBo KpyTut Med. CrepBa 51 ona-
caJics €ro, HO KOIJla OH CJeJIasl MEPBBIM BN, S BCE MOHA. S
MOr' YOUTh €ro Ha MecTe, MOT BMECTO KOJICHa MPOJIOMHUTb eMy
yepen, HO noxanen ero. Tenepb eMmy He MECTO CpeAl BOMHOB,
Y 3TO MPaBWIbHO. Takue Kak OH, OJHAX/bl, CXOASIT C BEPHOIO
MYTH U CTAHOBATCS OaHIuTaMu. MopTUMUp, B CIIEAYIOIUN pas,
Korja Oyaere HaOMpaTh ceOe 3alMTHUKOB, JIydllle MoAOupanTe
monen, — nocoserosajl CTeH.

— 4 310 yuTy. A Tenepb, CKaXWUTe MHE, MOXKAIYWUCTA, BbI
Y BIPaBIy IPOILIM CKBO3b Jiec?



— CKBO3b JIEC I, KOHEYHO, HE MPOIIEN, HO MO0y IaTh B HEM
IIPULIUIOCH. A TIOYEMY BBI CIIpallIvBaeTe?

— Buepa 51 cuzen Henogan€éky ot Bac v 60TAN CO CBOUM Jpy-
rom, Bumm. C tem, ycaTteiM TOProBLIEM, U BUJIEJN Ballly CTHIYKY
¢ AycrtupoMm. Ckazare 1o IpaBJe, s He AyMaJl, YTO Bbl TaK JIETKO
OT/IE/IAeTECh.

— A 4t0 He Tak? — cripocut ero CTeHIH.

— Kanuran Ctup notepsist yke BTOPOM OTpsiji, OTIIPaBUB MX
Haitu [llakaynoB. A mepen 3TUM OH TOTEPST CBOETo Jpyra, Cu-
pa Osicona. Cka3arp 1o npaBJie, 1 HUKOTA HE BUAEI €ro TaKUM
NIO/IABJIEHHBIM U B TAKOM I'HEBE.

— Kanpb, — Ha ayme Crennu crano rpyctHo. OH BCIIOMHUI
BCEX CBOMX JIpy3eil, KTo morud B mocjeqHee BpeMs. Beex, KTo
CTOSJI C HAM IUIEYOM K Tuledy B OO0 M BCEX, KOro OH BEN
CKBO3b JIEC.

— He 6yznem o nevanbHOM, — peniuia cMeHUTh TeMy MopTtu. —
W kyna BbI TU1aHUpYyeTe ABUHYThCS nanbine? S1 coOnparoch 3aKy-
IIUTH LIEJIKA U OTIpaBUThCA B KpoHy Akkapuio. Bel He cortacu-
TECh COMPOBOJIUTH MEHS?

— K coxanenuto, Halm ¢ Bamu IyTu pacxonsrcs. 1 Harpas-
mock B Jlaproc, B manatsl. Tam 3asBimo o cede, JOCITyKy 3TOT Tojl
Y TI0e/ly Ha CEBEP, NMOAAJIBIIE OT ITUX MecT, — CTeH npeacTaBuil
ceOe Jyra, jieca U 03€pa, YTO HAXOIWJIUCh K ceBepy O UepTsl,
U €ro ryObl pacTsHYJIUCh B YJIBIOKE. — DTU MecTa MPUHECTU MHE
MHOT'O TOps1, TaK 4TO, OTIIPABIIIOCH S TY/Ia, @ TaM Oy/Ib 4TO OyJeT.

— A MHe ceBep HMKOIJa He HPaBWICA, — IPU3HAJICS TOPro-



Bell. — S moommo Témsie Kpas. Ho, roBopsT, ceBepHbIe KEHIIH-
HBI OTJIMYAIOTC 0COOOW KPacoTO. BeloKyphiX TaM He CYecTb,
HE TO, 4TO 3/IECh, — OH ycMexHYJcs 1 CTeH nopaepxai ero.

«A Benp u npasna!l Bo3sMy cee B KEHBI OEIOKYpPYIO, TOTy-
6ornasylo, 1a 4ToObl KOka Oesasi, Kak CHer, a POCTy — C MEHsI.
N uyTh HMKE MeHS. ByneM BMecTe KWTh Ja JeTed PacTUTh.
S1 B OXOTHHKU MOy, a OHA IO XO35KCTBY: KO3 JJOUTh Jja Kypeu
KOPMUTb, — OH BHOBb YJIBIOHYJICSI CBOMM MeuTaMm. — Bcé-Taku,
3acujiencs s B JiernoHe. JlaBHO mopa OblUla yXOAWTh, /1a CEMbEN
003aBOIUTHCS». MOpTH NOXKeTas eMy yIauu v ABUHYJICS BIIEPEN,
K HavyaJly kapaBaHa. Bckope CTeH 3aMeTuJ1, 4To Ha AOpOre Hava-
T NOABNATbCA MyTHUKU. OH 00epHyJIcs U YBUJIEIN, YTO BIepe-
v 3amastumi FOxubiii Kpect. Hebosnbioi ropoiok, eHTp Top-
TOBJIM ¥ KOHTpabGaHbl. Kak ciona emné He mpuBeN KaKow-HU-
Oyab JIETHOH 711 HABEJICHUS TOPsIJIKA, B TOJIOBE HE YKJIaIbiBa-
noch. CTeHau ObIBaJl TYT MHOTO pa3 U BUJIEJN, YTO 3a MpOIIe[-
1iee BpeMsi Majio YToO U3MEHWJIOCh, pa3Be 4TO BAOJb JOPOI MO-
BBIPACTAJIV IIOKOCHBIIIUECS M30YIIKHU. BCE Tak e CTosi BOceMb
Oamien Xo03sieB, BCE TaK ke TOJMIIKCH Y BHIXOJA U3 TOpoja Ka-
paBanbl. I kapaBaH, B KotopoM ciefoBai CTeH OCTaHOBWIICH,
enBa Bous B ropon. CTeHM clie3 ¢ MOBO3KH, 3a0paJl CBOU Be-
11 ¥ YBUAEJ, KaK OIMH U3 OXPAHHMKOB X KapaBaHa, paClMXHU-
Basl HapoJ, OCKUT B LIGHTP ropoja, Kpuya «jiekapb». OTBEpHYB-
IIKCh, OH 3a0bLT O HEM M HAIIPABUJICS HA APYTYIO CTOPOHY YJIH-
1pl. CTEHJIM 3HAJ, YTO HA CEBEPHOM IYTH €CTh OTVIMYHBIN TPaK-
TUP, HEJOPOTOU U C MEPBOKJIACCHBIM NMUBOM. OH MaxHyJ1 Hamo-



CIIeIOK pyKOl MopTrMuUpY U 3aImarai 1o JOpore, pacTajiKuBasi
3a3€BaBIIUXCS POXOKUX.



5. IO:xub11 Kpect

— JIaBHEHBKO Thl K HaM HE 3aXaXUBaJl, — MPOTUPasi MOCyay,
obparuics k Hemy [lon, xo3sauH «/IByx npusrteneii». — Hebocs,
3arynsin’?

— Kakoii ram. Ene mikypy cBoto crniac, — orBetus1 CTeHu, OT-
XJIEOBIBASI MUBO U3 KPYKKH.

[Tona on 3Han gaBHO. Panblile, Korjga ero JITMOH BCTaBall
narepeM Henopan€éky ot FOxHoro Kpecra, Cten Bcerma Oeran
B «/IBa npusTesns», HAMUTHCSA JEIEBOIO, HO BKYCHOro nuBa. To-
712 OH M Mo3HaKoMuJIcs ¢ [losom, Takum ke BecEnbiM 1 Oe33a-
60THBIM, Kak 1 cam CteH. OHM JIETKO MONAAWIIU U, BOT yXke Oonee
MATHA/ALIATH JIET, MOIJIM CIIOKOMHO Ha3bIBATh APYT APYra APY3bsi-
MHU.

— Cnymai, CreH, a naBau, ko MmHe? Korga nociyxullib, me-
pedupaiics ciona, B FOxubiii Kpect. Bynenis y MeHs JIMYHBIM
OXpaHHUKOM paboTaTh, a TO 3Haelllb, CKOJBKO 3JIECh BCSKOTO
cOpoaa pas3Besoch.

— He, 310 He o MHe. He xouy 51 6ombliie B [pakax y4acTBO-
BaTb.

— Yro-To 51 Tebs1 He y3Haw. CteHnu Tpemrur He XoueT pa3msTh
KyJaku! BOT 310 HOBOCTB! — BCILIECHY/I pyKaMy TPaKTUPLIMK.

—IIpencrass cede, He XOUy, — OH OTXJIeOHYI niBa. — Hagoeno!
X04y TMXOM, MUPHOW, CTIOKOWMHOW KU3HHU.

— Torpa cranoBuch Topropiiem. CKymnail TOBaphbl, iepenpo/a-



Bail 371ech xe. E3nuTh HUKyna He Hajo, HAUMENL cede nmapy Oy-
raés B KadecTBe oxpaHbl. [1o 6opraensm na kabakam XOTb Kak-
JIbIIA JIeHb CJIOHATHCS Oy/Iellib.

— A caM-TO Tl YEro TOProBJIer He 3aHUMAEUIbCs? — CIIPOCUIT
ero CreH.

— Tax s, 310, He romubIi, 1yIs Toproeiu! [TpodoBa s Kak To
TOProBaTh TKaHSIMU, HO MECTHbIE MHE HE MOBEPWJIU: PEIIUIH,
MOJ1, Iepenuil s CBOEro MuBa U ¢ yma coien. Buaare, conep-
KaTh TPAKTUP MOs cyap0a, — [ToJ B3IOXHY/T ¥ MOCTaBHJT HA CTOJ
TIOCJIETHIOI0 TapesKy. — A BOT U3 TeOsl XOPOIIMI TOProBel] Bbl-
mien Obl, KOMOpUTHBINA. [Iproners, ocTpuub, MOOPUTH, TOTBKO
YCHIIIA OCTaBUTb — BBICIIUH KJ1acc!

— 51 TeGe mam, ocTpuub MeHsi! — MPUTPO3UT MY KYJIAaKOM
Cren. — b yero Haxymain. MHe u Tak Xopouio!

— JlagHo, nagHo, ycnokoucs! Ilpocto, xoauiib, 3apocuiui,
Kak MeJiBe/ib. MoxeT, B OO0 ThI U Myraelib CBOMM BUIOM Bpara,
HO 3/IECh ThI Oy/Ielllb PACyTUBaTh KJIMEHTOB!

— He cobupatoce 51 Bcsikyio epyHay nmpoaasath! C 4ero Tol BO-
oOI11e B35, YTO 51 TOPrOBIIEM CTaTh XO4y?

— la 51 TaK, MpOCTO, Pa3MBIILIAI BCIyX. A, YTO, HENb3?

— Ilouemy xe, moxkHO, — cornacwicsi CteH. — BOT TonbKo
yCTaJI 51 OT BCEH 9TOU CyeTbl, OETOTHH.

—Hy u uto nanpuie, Cten? Yem Toraa riiaHupyeuib 3aHATbCS,
€CJIM HU TOProBaTh, HU BOEBATh HE XOYElllb?

— A, He 3Hawo 4. [loeny He ceBep, TaM AOM OTCTPOIO, KEHIOCH,
aetei 3aBey. XO03SHCTBOM 3aHUMAThCSl OyAy, — MOAETUICS OH



CBOMMM TUTAHAMU C JIPYTOM.

— X, XKab... SI-T0 Kymail, 30ech OCTaHEeNbCA. Y HAC MPUIAY-
HOro coOeceqHuKa JHEM C OTHEM HeE CBIIIEIIb.

— A TBI TIpoAaBail CBOM TPaKTUP W MoeaeM co MHoU. [leHer
TeOe XBaTUT, YTOObI HAYaTh TaM HOBYIO JKU3Hb, — IIPEITIOKUIT EMY
Cren.

— [Ipoaate TO MOXHO, Ja BOT TOJIBKO YeM 51 TaM Oyny 3aHu-
MaTbcsi? DTO 3[eCh LIEHTP TOProBJIM, KapaBaHbl CMEHSIIOT APYT
Jpyra exeJHEeBHO, OT IOCTOsUIbIIeB OTOOS HeT. A Tam d4To?
Hu tepmanues, Hu KynuoB, HU TOproBiu. Pa3 B mosnroga ka-
KOW-HUOY/Th KapaBaHYMK 3aIJISTHET B OOraMu 3a0bITHIN TOPOIUIII-
KO M BcE. [la M Kak ke s CBOMX JIEBOYEK OCTaBJIIO?

— Tak T8I, 310, OTeN]? — yauBuics CreH.

— Kak tebe myuire cka3arh: 63 CBOMX JEBOYEK 5 KaK Oe3 PyK.
Po3su, Banpga, [lectpsauka u JlackoBasd I Iplieuka — 51 115 HUX, KaK
oueHb moosmui otell, — [Ton 3axoxoTan, He B CHJIaxX CIEpkKaTh
cMexa.

CTeH TOHSUI, O KaKMX TaKUX «IOYKAaX» TOBOPHUT €ro JIpyr
U TIOfIJIepKall ero 3a00pUCTBIM XOXOTOM. JIONWB NMHWBO, OH OT-
nan kpyxky Ilony u pemmn npouTuch mno ropoay. Kak Bceraa
CteH nepBbIM JeJIOM HarpaBwics B ero ueHtp. Uas no ynu-
11aM, OH MOJAMETWJI, YTO IIPUBBIYHBIM B3[JISI1y UMIIEpLA CTPaXK-
HUKOB 3aMEHWJIM HaéMHUKHU B MPUYYJIMBBIX KadTaHax, Oonee
CBOMCTBEHHbIE TEPMaHIIaM, YeM umrnepiaMm. Jla u opyxue y HUx
OBLIO HE CBOMCTBEHHOE JIJIsI UMIIEPUU: M30THYThIe CabIM U KO-
Ibsl, C KOPOTKMM JIPEBKOM, HO JUIMHHBIM, JOCTUTAIOIIUM IOJI-



TOpbl (PyTOB HAKOHEUHUKOM. CTPaKHUKHU 3aA€PKUBATA B3MJIsI]L
Ha CTeHe, HO HUYEro emy He rOBOPWIH, Mpoxoas MumMo. CTeH,
HaKOHell, JAOMIEN O IEHTPa rOpojia U YTKHYJICS B OTPOMHBIN ITy-
TeBoi cTon6. OH MOBEpHYJT HAMMPaBO M MOUIEN Ha 3arajl, BIJIs-
JBIBASICh B BBIBECKH, OOJITAIONIMECS HAJ| TOPOroit. «Macrtepckast
I'noBepa Cammepca», — mpo4én oH Haanuch Ha Jocke. CTeH 3a-
1€ B 3/IaHKUE U YBUJIEJ CEI0TO CTapHUKa, OOBACHSIONIETO YTO-TO
OuYepeJHOMY MOKYIATeNIo.

— ToI emié kuB, cTapelil MeHb? — 0OpATUIICA OH K JETy.

VY crapuka OTBHCJIA YEIOCTh OT TAaKOM HAIJIOCTH HAXaJIbHO-
o MOKYyMaTeJsisi, HO, JIIIIb €ro B3MIs CKOIb3HYI Mo CTeHy, Kak
MOPIIMHKUCTOE JIUIIO0 MOMEHTAIBHO 03apUJIOCH YITBIOKOM.

3a0BbIB O MOKyMaree, e PACKMHYJ B CTOPOHBI PYKH U MOIIENT
HaBcTpeuy CTeny.

— Crenmu! Ckonbko Jsiet! JIaBHO Thl HE HaBelai craporo [ o-
Bepa!

— Cammepc! f-To yxe qymait, 4to He 3aCTaHy TeOsl B JKUBBIX ! —
KPEernKo OOHSIT OH CTapHKa.

Hen momén no CteHa U cxas ero B cBoux o0pATHAX. CTeH
MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK CTaJIbHbIE PYKM CTApUKa BbIAABIMBAIOT BO3-
JIyX U3 €ro JIETKUX.

— Bce€, xBatuT, — esie ycnell npoLenTarsb OH, IOKa CTapyuK Ha-
CMEPThb HE 33y €ro.

['noBep oTmycTi1 Apyra v XJIOMHYJ TOTO MO IUIEYaM.

— $1 1 3a0bL1, YTO TH y HAC HEKEHKA, — TPOX PUTIEIT JIE]I.

— Her, mpocTo 310 THI, a HE s, IOJKOBBI pPyKaMu pa3rudaeliib.



A TbI COBCEM HE U3MEHWJICS C Hallled ToCyIeTHEN BCTPeUH, — CO-
Bpai emy CTeH, 3aMETHB, YTO BOJIOCHI CTAPHKA CTaITH Oesiee CHe-
ra.

— A Bor 1 nocrapen. M noxynen. Hy, pacckasbiBaid, rie
ObL1, — TIorpocu ero [osep.

CreH mepeBén B3IV Ha MOKyHaTess, JepKaBILEro B pyKe
HOX U TepHeJuBO OkujaaBiiero, koraa Ctapuk, HaKOHell, Haro-
BOPUTCHL.

— Crnymaii, Tebs1 BOH, MOKYyIMaTeNlb 10KUAAETCS.

— Jla 31O pa3Be MoKymarenb? — mepedwst ero cTapuk. — Ta-
KHX, KaK OH Ha JIHIO YeJIOBeK MO CTo 3axoaut. 1 Bce oHn mMu-
HYT 1O IATh Y MEHS OTHUMAIOT, a B34Tb TaK HUYETO LIEHHOIO
1 He OepyT. BoT ckaxu MHe, CKOJIBKO s TIOTy4y 3@ 9TOT HOXHK, —
OH KMBHYJI HA HOX B PyKax y MoKynatens. — J[Ba cepeOpsika!l —
Cammepc crunoHya Ha noit. — JlagHo, uam cioga, — MaxHysl OH
HOKYTIATEIO.

Tor nopomeén n orcunran [10Bepy 03BydEHHYI0 CyMMY, I10-
Omaromapuit 1 BeIen w3 JaBku. CTapuk HEOPEKHO CYHYN HX
B CBOM HarpyJHbId KapMaH u npuriacui CTeHa mporTH BrIyOb
30aHUS.

— Ilpucsnp, — yKas3an OH Ha CTyJ], — a 5 [TOKa KOro-HUOY/Ib
BMeCTO cedsl 32 IPHJIABOK TIOCTABJTIO.

Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OH BepHyJics u Torga CTeHau pac-
CKa3aJl eMy BCE, UTO NPUKJIIOYMIIOCH C HUM 32 IOCJIEJHEE BPEMSL.
['ToBep KuBaJl Aa HOKaJ A3bIKOM, CIIyllast €ro pacckas.

— KoMy pacckaskelib, He MOBEpAT! — MOABITOKUI /€1, KOrjaa



CreH 3aK0HYMII CBOE NoBeCcTBOBaHKE. — Hy, a BE1bMYy TO ThI, TOY-
HO MPUKOHYUTH MBITAICA?

— Jla, HeckombKO pa3, — coBpail emy CreH. — Ho rosopio xe:
TOJIBKO 51 HA HEE 3aMaxHYCh, Cpa3y KPOBb B jKUJIaX CTHIHET.

— Tl Oobllle HUKOMY HU CJIOBOM O BCTpeue C Heil. A To
ere caMoro OOBUHSAT B KOJIIOBCTBE U COXKIYT. OHU pa3Ouparhcs
HE CTaHyT!

— Ha 3Hao s, — cornacwuicsi ¢ HuM CreH. — 4 Beap Tede pac-
CKazall, MOTOMY UTO JIOBEPSIIO.

— ITO THI IPABUJIBHO!

— Ciyiuai, iefi, a MOXKET BallleMy Mary pacckasarb, 4TO BE/lb-
Ma u3 Jiecy BblluIa, a? Kak qymaens? Bapyr oHa yero HarBopur?

— Hamemy mary? [Ia Tbl yero 3o, 1noka mno Jiecy IiyTtal, ro-
JIOBOM O CYK CTYKHYJICS?

— A 4ro Takoro? — ynuBuicsi CteH. — OH ke peCTaBUTEb
ManaxutoBoro coBera, JOKeH OOpOThCSI C HEYHCTHIO BCSKOU
IO MIEPBOMY € 30BY, WU s HE TTPaB?

— IIpaB! B ToM, 4TO OH M3 coBeTa. A BOT B OCTAJbHOM TbI
320y JIaelibCcs, CBIHOK. Maru ceiiyac MOIUIM TaKue, 4TO XOTh
3a rOJIOBY XBaTaucs, — noxanonascs [1osep.

— A 4r0 He Tak?

— Bor nam, Benrazap, mpocnaBieHHbIN, Ka3aJioch Obl, Mar, HO-
CHUTEJb CKOJIBKMX-TO TaM II€YaTel, a BOT HAPOAY yXKe JIBE HellesIn
IIOMOYb HE XOYeT.

— A 4TO CIIyYMJIOCh TaKOTO? — NOUHTEPECOBAJICA Y Hero CTeH.

— Hexwurts y Hac 3aBenace 10 cenv HeBHJaHHas. beicrpasd,



CTpalllHasl, KOT'TH — Kak HOH. Ha jxuBBIX Bpoze He Opocaercs,
a BOT TPyIHI y He€ camoe JToOuMoe JTaKOMCTBO. [IbiTanuch Hamm
CTPa)XHUKH CaMU €€ OTJIOBUTD, a BOT TOJILKO OeraeT oHa ObICT-
PO, J1a ¥ KaK B3IVISIHET B I1a3a, TaK YeJIOBEK OT yKaca U JBUHYThb-
Csl HE MOJXKeT.

— Otkyja ke Takas HaracTh Ha BaC CBAJIMJIACh?

— Jla KTO X ero 3Haer, OTKyaa oHO Bcé Oepércsi? He ObuIO,
Ternepb €CTb.

— U g0, roBOoprs Mary o HOBoM Oejie?

— I'oBopwin, a 4ro Tosmy? CTOUT OH TakOW BaXKHBbIW, U TBEp-
JIUT, MOJI, HUYETO CTPAILIHOTO B HEE HET, J1a)e MOJIb3y IPUHOCHT.
Tpyrisl IoegaeT, a 3HAYUT, XOpolliee /1eso aenaeT. [la u youatb
€€ He3a4yeM, TPYINOB HE CTaHET, OHA caMa M CIOXHET. A Hapon
OouTCHI.

— Ila yx, XOTeJoch Obl B3MJISIHYTh HA 9TOTO Yapojes, — CKazas
Cren.

— Tak cxomu, — npemtoxun emy [nosep. — CerogHs OnsTh
Hapoj1 cooupatbest Oyaet y ero OammHu. OnsATh CTaHyT TPeOOBaTh,
YTOOBI OH T'aIUHY U3BE.

— A Kakas 3to OamHs?

— Jla camasi BbICOKasi, TaM, Ha 10re, — MaxHyJI PyKOW Ky[a-To
B cTopony Iosep. To, 4ro 1or umeHHo Tam, CTeH COMHEBAJICS.

— JlagHo, cTapuk, ObUT paj] MOBUIATHCS C TOOOW, — MOIHSIICS
OH CO CTyJa.

— Vxe yxopus? — yquswica Cammepc. — A 'y MEHs BOH, IU-
por neuércs. Jlody Moo moMHMIIL? 3HaTHAsA KpacaBuLa BHIPOC-



Jia, 1a v pyku 3050Thie! Best B oTia! — moxsacrasics oH.

— Io-npyromy u ObITh He MOTJI0. ThI y’K U3BUHH MEHsI, HO MHE
JEUCTBUTEIIBHO MOpa. MeHs Belb BeCh JIETMOH OKOMHUKOM CUH-
TaeT. [lopa Obl 3aBUTH O cebe.

— Hy, Torma nagHo, — nopHsicsa co cryna Cammepe. — Yia-
un TeOe 1 He 3a0biBail cTaprika. byaenib B Halmmx Kpasx, 00s13a-
TEJIBHO 3aXO/IN.

— 3aiiny, — moodeman emy CTeHIM 1 OOHSUT HA TTPOIIIaHbE CTa-
poro Ky3Hena. Kak Bcerja, KUIUCTBIN e/ UyTh HE pa3JaBUil €r0
B CBOMX OOBATHUSAX.

CreHiv MPUKPBLT 32 COOOM TSIKENMYIO ABEPh U HAMPABUIICS
Ha 1or ropoga. OH men no MiMmneparopckoMy myTd, U €My XO-
poIIio OblJIa BUIHA TOHKAsI OAlllHsI, BO3BBIIIAIOIIASCS Ha/l BCEMU
OCTaJibHbIMU 3AaHUAMU. [logonas K €€ OCHOBAHMIO, OH YBUAEI
TOJITY, SIPOCTHO BBHIKPUKUBAIOIIYIO UMs BomeOHuka. [loncot-
HU YeJIOBeK cOOpasiCh Mepe] BXOAOM B OaIlHIO, 3aJpaB ToJo-
BbI BBEPX U OKUJIasl TIOSIBJIEHUS XO3sIMHA cero crpoeHusi. CTeH-
JI CMEeIAJICS C TOJIMOM, HAJIESICh CETO/IHSI TOCMOTPETh Ha AUAJIOT
Mara ¢ HapoJioM. B oxugaHnu OH paccMaTpuBal Jiofieid BOKPYT.
Heckonbko mpauek, oBapux, KOHIOXOB OKPYKaJIi ero, HO 00JIb-
e Bcero ObLIo 3emienesbieB. CaMbIM aKTUBHBIM Cpe HUX
ObLT MSICHUK, OOMAYEHHBIN B KOJIBYYKHBIN (PapTyK, C OTPOMHBIM
HOXOM, BUCEBIIUM Ha mosice. OH U NpU3bIBaJI Mara CIyCTUThCS
BHU3.

— Benrazap! — opas oH Bo Bcio IMOTKY. — benrazap! Cryckaid-
cst!



Ho orBetom emy Obuta TumMHAa. Mar He TOPOMUJICS BBIXO-
IIATH, BAIUMO, ObUI 3aHAT YEM-TO OOJIEE BAKHBIM, YeM OOIIECHH-
€M C JIIOIbMU HU3KOTO MpoucxoxaeHusi. Ho MSICHUK He ycTynai
B YIIOPCTBE Mary M NpoJOJKasl BBIKPUKUBATh €I0 UMSI.

— W yacro mar cryckaertcsi? — o6parwicsi CTeHIH K cTosien
PAAOM IpayKe.

— He, He yacrto. Buepa 10 HOUM cTOSIIIH, @ €My XOTb Obl XHBI, —
OTBETUJIA OHA.

Crennm Hayau1 ObUIO YKe MOyMbIBATh, BEPHYTHCS B TPAKTHP,
KakK JIBepb OAIllHU OTKPBLIACh, U B TTPOEME TOKA3aJICs caM Mar.
«JlercTBUTENBHO, HOCUTENh BEJIMKOW CHJIbD», — oaMeTus1 CTeH,
isi/isi Ha Mara. ToT ObLT BBICOK, XY/IOIIAB, JIBIC ¥ C OTPOMHOI 00-
pomoii. Ero rna3za ObUIM MOJHBI MYIPOCTH, a JIUIIO BRIPAKAIIO ab-
COMOTHOE criokoiicTBre. ONieT OH ObUT B POCKOIITHYIO POOy, Yep-
HYIO, C BBIIIUTHIMU HA HEW 30JI0THIMUA HUTSIMM SI3bIKAMM TUIaMe-
HU. B paBo# pyke OH C:XMMaJj MOCOX, KOTOPBIM Ha LIETyIO Ja-
JOHb TPEBBIIAJT POCT Mara. BommeOHuK He criema CIyCTUICs
BHU3 MO CTYNIEHbKAM W IMOJOIIEN K MSICHUKY, BCTAaB MPSIMO Iie-
pel HUM.

— 4 — Benrazap Moryuuii, HOCUTENIb TPEX TEYaTel CHUJIbI
U 4ieH MajlaxuToBOro COoBeTa CIpalvBalo TeOs: KTO Thl Ta-
KOM? — TPOMOJIBIJI Mar.

— Mar, XBaTuT 3TOro XBacToBCTBa! — OTBETUJI €My MSICHUK. —
Thl MpeKpacHoO 3Haelllb, KTO 51 TAKOW, a Mbl B KYpce, KTO Thbl.

— XopoIlio, — Mar 1 OpoBbI0 He TIOBET Ha ero 3aMevanue. — Yto
TPEeBOXKUT Bac, kutenu KOxunoro Kpecra? Kakoe neno npuseno



BaC KO MHe?

— Kaxpiit pa3 ogno u to xe! Tebe 4yto, Aenats Oosbiie He ve-
ro, a? — MSICHUK XOTb U ObUT BBICOK, HO CMOTpEJ Ha Mara CHU3y
Y TIBITAJICSA 3alJIIHYTh eMy B I1a3a. Ho mar cmoTpen nosepx Hero,
HE yJeJisisl ero NepcoHe HU MaJIeHIIero BHUMAHUS.

— YV MeHs1 MHOTO KpailHe BaXXHbIX JeJI, YBAXKAEMble KUTEIN
9TOro ropoza. Bel TOIKHBI TOHUMATh, YTO JIeJla Mara OTJIMYaloT-
Csl OT Jie/1 IPOCTOJIIOIMHOB TaK ke, KaK U JeJla IPOCTOIOANHOB
OTJIMYAIOTCS OT Aes Koposel. Eciv Bam Hedero ckasarb, s pej-
TIOYENT OBl TPOJIOJKUTh CBOW M3BICKAHUSI.

— W 4ro ke 310 32 fena takue? OnsTh AEBOYEK HAILMX MOp-
THIIIb, a7 — BHIITAINAJ MSICHUK.

[Toxoxe, ero cinoBa 3ajefy BOJIIEOHUKA, TOTOMY YTO TOT
BIIEPBBIE 32 BCE BpeMsl pa3roBopa nocMotpes Ha MsicHuka. Cre-
HY TMOKa3aJIMCh, YTO B I71a3aX BOJIIIEOHUKA TOIBIXHYJIA OTOHBKHU
IUIAMEHU.

— JlamHo, mar, — ycriokowI ce0s1 MSICHUK TIOJT TSDKETBIM B3IJIS-
nom Benrazapa. — Ectb y Hac k Tebe meno. Kak mMbl yxke roBo-
pUJIM, Y HAC 1O OKpyre OpOIUT Kakas-to raguna. [lepen Todom
coOpaich MHOTHE, KTO 00ECIOKOEH 3TUM, HO He Bce. CeromHs
MBI OMISITH TIpocuM TeOs1, benTazap Moryuuii, MOKOHYUTH C HEIO.
Mp1 6Goumcst, 9YTO PaHO WIIM TO3/IHO OHA TMEPecTaHeT MOKUPaTh
TPYIIBl M 3aX0YET MOMPOOOBaTh CBEKETO MsICa.

BomeOHMK HaxXMypuil OpoBH U TIPOU3BHEC:

— BoT yke HecKoJIbKO BeYepoB MOAPsi/L Bbl PUXOAUTE K OC-
HOBaHMIO MOe OaliHu U TpedyeTe OT MEHsSI OJHOTO U TOTO Ke.



W xaxnplid pa3, CIyCKasich Ciofla M OTBJIEKASICh OT BAKHBIX Je-
SIHUW, MHE TPUXOAWUTCS OOBSACHATH BaM, YTO 3TO CYHIECTBO
HE Mpe/CTaBJIsIeT OMACHOCTH ISl YeJoBeKa. 3a TO BpeMsl, UTO
Bbl CTOWTE IO/ MOMM OKHOM £l yCIeJl U3yUUThb €€, KaK U €€ I0-
Baaku. Heuncth — 9T0 JKEHIIMHA, [0 CBOEH BOJIE CTaBILIAsA TaKOU
Y HEe B HaIllleM TpaBe JIMIIATh € BHIOPaHHOU y4acTy.

— Jla TBI Yero 3To, Mar, u3JeBaelbCcsd HaJ HaMH? DTa «KeH-
IIIMHA» HAaBOJUT yKac Ha ObIBAJIbIX BOMHOB, & Thl TOBOPUIITH HAM
OCTaBUTH €€ B MOKoe. Jla ecim OHa Ha KOro U3 HAC HAKUHETCS,
TO Pa30PBET B KJIOUbsI M MUKHYTh He ycreelb! Mar, Tbl HAM TYT
CKa3KM He pacckasbiBaii! MI30aBb HAC OT TOM HAMACTH, a He TO. ..

— A He 10 uT0?! — MIepedun ero benTazap.

MsicHUK HE HalI€n CloB, YTOOBl OTBETUTh Mary u TOT, BOC-
TIOJIb30BABIIUCH T1AY30i, OTBEPHYJICS ¥ IOOPEN K BXOMYy B Oarli-
HIO.

— Twl Tpyc u cnabak! — HaIIEN YTO KPUKHYTh €My BCJIel] MsiC-
HUK. — Thl HE Mar, Tel — HUUTO)keCTBO! ThI MPOCTO Kyya rpssu,
TOTABIIIAs B HAIII TOPOJ, THI. . .

CrnoBa MsICHMKA YTOHYJ/IM B IIUINeHUH riamenu. [Toka oH mpo-
KJIMHAJI Mara, TOT MOBEPHYJICS, IPUCEIT U OOBEN MOCOXOM IO K-
pokoi ayre riepen codou. I[lnams, ciemys IBMKEHHUIO MOCOXa,
BCIIBIXHYJIO MPSIMO U3 3€MJIM M TMOMOJ3JIO MO TpaBe, OTAesss
MSICHUKA U eI HECKOJBKUX Pa3bspEHHBIX TOPOXKAH OT OCHOB-
HOW ToJbl. ByHTapH oka3anuck B JIOBYILIKE, 3aKJIIOUEHHBIE B OT-
HEHHbII KPYT. SI3bIKM TUIAMEHM 3aCTaBWJIM UX MPUKATHCS IPYr
K JIpyry, U TOrja mar Hadas AeuctBoBarh. CKBO3b CTEHY OTHS



Crennv BUJIEN, KaK Mar IIMPOKO pacCTaBUII PYKH, BIOXHYJI MOJI-
HOW TPYZBIO M BBIIOXHYJ kapKoe iams. Jlonen, oka3aBImxcs
B IUICHY y OrHsl, HACTUIJIA BOJIHA TUIAMEHU U OHHU, BCIIBIXHYB,
HayaJlu MeTaTbCs, He BUIS HUYero BOKpyr. Kro-to cpasy ynai,
KTO-TO, HE 3aMeyasi OTHEHHOW CTEHbl, METHYJICSI B Hapo[, ces
y’Kac Cpey TOJIIbI, @ KTO-TO OCTAJICS Ha MeCTe U TIbITaJICs COUTh
OXBaTHUBIIEE €ro miams. A mar He nepectaBajl U3pbiraTb OrOHb
W30 PTa U KUBBEM CHKUTAN T€X, KTO ObUT HETIOAAJIEKY OT HEro.
Crennu npunai K 3emiie, Koraa cTpys IIaMeHu, poOuB or-
HEHHYIO CTeHY, METHY/1ach K HeMy. OH HaKpbUI PyKaMH T'OJIOBY
Y BJKaJICSl BCEM TEJIOM B I'psi3b, 3a/IepKaB JibixaHue. Bo3ayx Ha-
rpeicst U 00kuran koxy, Ho CTeH MpojosKa Jiexarh, cTapa-
SICb He TIpUBJIEKaTh K ceOe BHUMaHUs pa3bsaipeéHHoro mara. Ko-
rJa e OH y’ke IPOCTO HE MOI' HE BAOXHYTb, TO, HAKOHEL, OTO-
pBaJI TOJIOBY OT 3eMJIM ¥ IIOCMOTpeJI Briepén. Mara ysxe He ObLIO
U JIBepb B ero OainHio Obuia 3anepra. OrHeHHasi CTeHa yracaa,
HO MEPBbII B3A0X JOHEC IO HEro 3amax ropesioro Msca W, Kak
OH MOT 3aMETUTh, NIEPE] HUM BAJISJIMCh BCE €ILE rOpAIIUE Te-
sa. CTEeHIM BCKOYMJI Y TIOHS, YTO M TO331 HEro JIEXKAT U CTO-
HYT emé xuBble oOropeninve moau. Kto-to Obul 1pu cmepTH,
HO MHOTHX eIl¢ MOHO ObuUTO criacTv. CriepBa cOeskaBIIIve JIIO/IH,
YBUJIEB OSCUMHCTBA Mara, BO3BpAIAINCh, TIog0erast K MocTpa-
JIABIIIM U TBITASCh UM XOTb 4YeM-HUOYAb ToMOUb. CTHEU TOXe
Opocwiicsl K OmkaiieMy K Hemy uesioBeky. Kak oH cMmor mo-
HATh, MIEpe]l HUM JieXkasla JKeHIMHA, a BEPHEe CKa3aTh TO, YTO
OCTAJIOCh OT He€. BCE e€ o cropesno u oHa, roTas BO31yX, J1a-



JKe He MorJia 3acToHaTh. OH B3I €€ 32 PyKy, HO OHA BBICKOJIb3-
HYJ1a, OCTaBJIsIsl B €r0 JIAJAOHU KYCKH KOXU. JKeHIlMHa emme pa3
BIOXHYJIA U 3amepiia. K Apyrum 000 KEHHBIM TOXE TIOI0EKaIIO
JOCTATOYHO Hapoja, YTOOBl OKa3aTh XOTh KaKYIO-HUKAKYIO TO-
Mois. CTeHM yBUJEN, KaK B TOJIE MosBUJICA Jiekapb. OH Oe-
rajl OT OJIHOTO MOCTPAJABIIErO K JPYroMy, OCTaBJIsAs TE€X, KOrO
yxke Obu1o He cnacti. CTeH 3amycTUI PyKH B BOJIOCHI M CXBa-
TWICSA 32 rojioBy: «Yrto xe 310 Takoe? Ilouemy mar Tak mocry-
. [Touemy okazascst riyx K mpocbOam Hapoaa?» DT BOMpo-
Chl HE MPO3ByYaM BCyxX, 'y CTeHa Ha HUX He ObUIO OTBETA.
OH nogOesxat K JieKapio, CTapasich ObITh XOTh YEM-TO TIOJIE3HBIM
B 3Ty MUHYTY. HO 106pOBOIBIIEB OBLIIO CTOJIBKO, UTO JIUIITHUE PY-
KU ObUTH JEWCTBUTEIHHO JIMITHUMU, ¥ TOTAA OH TIOIIEN TTOCMOT-
PETh Ha MSICHMKA Y HA TEX JIIO/IEW, UTO OKA3aJIMCh B CMEPTEJIbHOU
JIOBYIIIKE.

[IpeacraBias nepen HUM KapThHA OblIa yKacHa: Jiexariye
Ha YEPHOM 3eMJIe TeJla BO MHOTHUX MeCTaxX MpOropesu 10 KOCTeu,
UX OJIEK/Ia Cropesia MOJTHOCTHIO, a METAJTUIeCKre OJISIIKY U 3a-
HIEJTKY OTUIABWIMCh U BEJIUCh B IJIOTh. Y3HATh, KTO U3 HUX KTO
ObLI0 HEBO3MOKHO. CTHEM OMo3Hal JUlIb MsicHuKa. Tot je-
’KaJl Ha CIIMHE, Ha €ro T0JIOBE C Pa3UHYThIM PTOM CcropeJia mpak-
TUYECKU BCs TUIOTh, @ KOJMBUYKHBIN (papTyk oOropes, MectaMu
CIUIABUBIIIKUCh U MPEBPATUBIIMCh B HEPOBHBIM KYCOK MeTaslia.
Ot Hero Bcé elg oTaaBaio kapoM U CTEHIM pelins OTOUTH HOo-
nasnbiie. Ha Beskuid ciyyai.

BepnyBIuch B TpakTup OH cpasy noporuen K Iomy.



— Yto y TeOs1 ecTh MOKpemnye? — CIPOCHIT OH.

— 9, ecTb Koe-4T0. BoT, — oH npotsany;n CTeHy KyBUIMH. — 9TO
TOHUT OJIMH MOM 3HAKOMBIA, OCTOPOKHEN !

CreHnu He ciyliall ero, a MPOCTO BHIHYJ MPOOKY W BBIMAT
npsiMo U3 ropia. [Toino 0O60KINIO II0TKY U OH 3aKAIUISUICS, BbI-
IUIEBBIBASI MYTHYIO KUKy Ha CTOJI.

— Crerym? C 10601 BcE€ HOpMaibHO, a? TyT Takoe Jeno Obl-
JO. ..

— 41 Tam Obu1, — miepeOmt ero CreH. — S BUnen BCE cCBOMMU
rnasamu. OHU CTOsUIM PSAAMO Ttepeo MHOU. Bee atu monu, — oH
CHOBa OTXJICOHYJT a/ICKOTO Toia. — OHU Cropeiu XUBbEM. A Te,
KTO HE cropeiy, Te... Te ceryac myvatotcs. C HUX KOXa JIOCKY-
TamMu cxoguT. OHU KpUYaT U CTOHYT, — OH CHOBA IPUJIOKUIICS
K KyBIIMHY. — [los, 3TOT Mar crosut u cxuran ux. OH cMoTpen
Ha HUX, CMOTpEJ Ha X MYYEHHs], ¥ ero riams CTAaHOBUJIOCh BCE
xkapue! [Ton, Bb npuioTHIN y cedst MOHCTpa!

— Yxac, — BBIAOXHYJI TpakTUpIMK. — Kak ke tak? Y yto Ham
Ternepb Aesarb?

— He 3nato, — Ctennm czenas OONBINON IJIOTOK U CHOBA TO-
nepxnyJics. [Ton npotsiHyn emy Kycodek xj1e0a, HO OH OTOIBUHYIT
oT cels1 pyKy ¢ 3aKyckoi. — Mosker, kK Xo3sieBam noit. OHu-
TO yIIpaBy HauAyT.

[lon MeasieHHO NoKavyasl roJIoBOM.

— s Xo3seB 3TO caMblid LIEHHBIN Y€JIOBEK BO BCEM TOpPOJIE.
Tbl, HABepHOE, HE 3Haelllb, HO KaK MOSBWICS 3[€Ch 3TOT Mar, —
Ion océked, korga K HUM MOAOIIEN O4epeIHON KimeHT. OH 1o-



JIO’KWJT HECKOJIBKO MOHET Ha CToM M yien, a [Ton npomomxwn, —
Tak y Hac moxapbl B ropoae Hadaiuch. CIyImIOK XOOUT, 4TO
HECIIPOCTa 3TO.

— Koneuno HecripocTa, — noareepaui ero poraaku CteH. —
Ecnu eMy 1 MaccoBasi Ka3Hb HEBUHHBIX COMAET C PYK, TO SICEH
TMIEHb, HECITpOCTa !

— Tue, — 3ammnen Ha vero Ilon. — Ecnu 1eb6s ycapimar, To
KTO 3HAET, K YEMY 3TO IPUBEET.

CreHmm oTOpBasICA OT FOPJIBIIIKA:

— A uro Oyner? Yro onu chenaiot ¢ nogmanHeiM Ero Ceet-
seuiectBa? f MONOH, MOJTHOH, MOJN-HO-1IEH-HbIH, — BHITOBOPUII
OH MO cyioram 3To cnoBo, — Jeruonep! Conpar! [IpencraBureis
CHUJIbI UMIepun !

— Ycnokovics, Cren!

— 4 cnokoen. IIpocto, 3Ta BCs cu-cuTyalusi, — CIOBa JaBa-
JIUCh €MY BCE CJIOXKHEE, — HE UJIET HA B KaKUe paMKH!

— CreH, unu crate. Tel HEMHOTO TIepedpas, — MOCOBETOBAI
eMy ApyT.

— 4? da s emE croyibko BeIMUTh cMory! Bot, cmotpu! — 1 oH
OIPOKMHYI KYBILIUH, 3aJ1Basi ce0e B rOpJIo LeNblid MOTOK Kper-
KOTO HalMTKa.

[lon p€pHynca kK HeMy, HO He ycren. CTeH noumail sA3bIKOM
TIOCTISHIO KATuTio ¥ pa30uJI IIIMHSHBIA KYBIIMH O TIOJT 3aBefie-
HUS.

— Bor, Bugumsb, 1 Hryero!

— O, 60ru, — BeIOXHY [Ton. — Tel €€ ocymm. . .



— Jlexxo! V Test 1 BO 3CTh? — SI3bIK HAYaJl )KUTh CBOEW KU3-
HBIO, HO BO3HUKIIAS MPpoOJieMa He Oblla HACTOJIBKO CHJThHA, UTO-
Obl pekpaimath Oeceny. — [lon, Tel MHE TypyXx?

— Ha, npyr, — ycnokowu ero Ilon. — M kak apyr s coBeryio
TeOe UITU CATh.

— 4 manmyny, HO notoM-M. Jlail nMBa, MEHe, — Yepe3 UKOTY
BBIMOJIBUJI OH.

— Teb6e xBaTuT. 3aBTpa He MpocHENIbCS. [laBaii, cTymnaii yxe.

— 51 TBI, TEOs He y3, 3-3Ha10. Thl MeHs He yBKaib? — CTeHIn
MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KK KaKasi-TO CHJIa HETIPEOAOIUMO TSIHET ero Ha-
3aj1. OH Buenwics B cton [lona o6enMu pykamu u ene ynepkai-
¢l OT NaJIeHUsl.

— JlaBaii s1 momory Tebe JONTU N0 KOWKHU! — yKe He TPOCHII,
a ymoJs ero [lom.

— 4 cam! — Crennm coOpajicsi ¢ cuiaMu, KpPerko MOCTaBUII
HOT'M HA JIOIIATHIN 1OJT ¥ TIOJHSICS CO CKAMBbH.

CTeH nmpoCcHYJICS M HOBBIY JIEHb He TTpe/IBelal Oe/ibl, TOKa OH
He TIOBEpHYJI roJIoBy. TsHYIas 00JIb HAKaTUJIa HA HETO U eMY 3a-
XOTEJIOCh CHOBA OUYTUThLCS BO CHE. UTO eMy CHUJIOCh, OH HE TIOM-
HUJI, HO J1a)K€ CaMblil )KYTKMI KOLIMAap Ka3aJiCsl eMy CIIaCUTEb-
HBIM TUIOTOM B 3TOM MOpe IyJibcupyiorieit 6omu. Ho coH He npu-
xonun U CTeH pemmsi OTKPBITh TMaza. OH Jiexan Ha KpoBaTu
B OUYEHb 3HAKOMOW KOMHare. ['ie Haxoauiach 3Ta KOMHara, OH
He noHuMal. IToBopoT rosioBbl MPUHEC €My HOBYIO BOJIHY OOJIH,
HO, Oy/lyuu HACTOSIIIIUM MYKUUHOU, OH CTepres, He W3[aB HU
3ByKa. OnEpImmch Ha PyKH, OH CeJl U MOCMOTPEN Ha IOJ, Iie



pacTekJjach 1esas Jy’)a 4ero-To He OYeHb MPHUSATHOTO Ha BUI.
W TyT 10 HEro AOIIEN KUCITBIH 3arax, 3aroJIOHUBIIMN €r0 KOMHA-
Ty. «MoW BUepalHui yxuH», — goragaucsa CreH. 3anax ¢ Kax-
JbIM B3I0XOM CTaHOBWJICSI BCE OoJiee HEBHIHOCUMBIM, 1 CTeHIn
TMIOHSLJI, UTO €ro JOOBET eclv He TOJOBHas O0Jb, TO ITA JKyTKast
BOHbB. [IpeBo3moras ctabocTh, OH CION3 C KPOBATH U, OMUPASICh
O CTEHKY, JIOKOBBUISLT O OKHA. PackpbiB cTaBHU, CTeH MOTHOM
I'PYIbI0 BAOXHYJI OTHOCUTEJILHO CBEKUI TOPOACKOMN BO31yX. [1o-
CTOSIB TaK HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, OH PEIIHII, 4TO TTOopa Obl MOKa3aThCsl
Ha mopasx. [Tornpasus cBoto onexty, CTEHIN BbIIE U3 KOMHATHI
¥ IoOpEN B 6osbIoit 3au1. [Tosm BeTpeTnit ero XMypbiM B3TJISIIOM.

— Ipuser, Ilon, — kopoTko nozgoposaics ¢ gpyrom CteHsn
U ceJl 32 CTOJI.

— [Ipuger, — [on ObLT HE OYEHB-TO APYKETIOOEH.

— Kak orpaboran Buepa? be3 mpouciiectsuii? — CTeHIU 10-
HsUJI, 4TO 3TH BOIIPOCHI IIPO3BYYAJIM COBCEM HE K MECTY.

— Jla Kak-To He O4eHb, — PO CKBO3b 3yObl TPAKTUPIIUK.

— Coymmaii, 4To-TO Y MEHSsI rOJIoBa pacKasbiBaeTcs. Y Te0st HeT
JiekapcrBa?

— EcTb, — OH J0CTa)1 U3-10/1 CTOMKM KYBIIMH, HAIIOJTHEHHBIN
KAKON-TO KXUOKOCTBIO.

Crennu cxBaTujl MIOCYAUHY UM, HE CIIpAIMBasi, YTO BHYTPH,
NPUHSIICS XJieOaTh COJIOHOBATYIO JKUAKOCTh. EMy cpasy moser-
4aJio, 1o KpaiiHer Mepe, OH YTOJIWJI Kaxk 1y, My4aBUIYIO €rO C MO-
MeHTa poOyxaeHus1. [JoruB 10 KOHIIA, OH OCTOPOKHO MOCTABHIT
KYBIIIMH Ha CTOJ U oOparwics k [omy:



— 51 BooOI1IE He TOMHIO, YTO BYepa ObUIO, HO CY/sl TIO TBOEMY
BUJLY, 5l YTO-TO HATBOPHIL

— Ha, HarBopui. [TocMoTpu BOKpYyT.

CreHnv OCMOTpeJiCsl, HO HMYEro MOAO3PUTENIBHOIO TaK
Y HE 3aMeTHUJL.

— Hla, Bpoze, HU4ero.

— Bor umenHo, uro Huvero! Ilocmorpu, Cten! He xBaraer
MIOJIOBUHBI CTOJIOB!

Crennu eni€ pa3 oOepHYJICS U TIOHSUJI, UTO B 3aJle CTaJIO KaK-
TO HEOOBIKHOBEHHO MTPOCTOPHO.

— Hy, Tenepp TyT TaHIIbl yCTpauBaTh MOXHO, — PELLIWJI CMSIT-
ynth cutyauuio CreH, Ho Ilon, moxoxe, HE OLEHWII €ro IIYTKY.

— Kakue tanupl, Cten! — B3opBajicd OH. — YTO MHe Ternepb
nenartb? [ ie MHe B3STh JIeHET Ha HOBYIO MeOesb, a? MoXeT, Thl
MHE JIaIib?

Crenu He 0’Ku/1aJ1 TAKOM PEAKIMU OT BCEI/1a BECEIOrO U CIIO-
KOHOro Apyra. Ha MruoBeHue oH norepsii ajl peud, a IoToM
T0JIe3 B KAPMaH U JOCTaJ 30JI0TOM.

— Otkyna y Te0s 30510107 — yctaBuscs Ha MoHeTy [los.

— Jla Tak, HalI€EN, — He IPUAYMaB HUYETO YMHEE, OTBETUII EMY
Cren. — Ecniu He XBatuT, 1 €1lE Halmdy.

— Ha, xBarur, — cmytwicd Ilomn. — Jaxe MHoro.

— Torma pacckaxu, 4To TYT OBUIO, 2 TO YTO-TO SI HMYETO
HE MOMHIO, — [10Y€eCcaB 3aTbUIOK, BBIMOJIBUII OH.

— JlagHo. Korga eI mpuiién, u pacckasai o Mare. ..

— Mar! — Bapyr BcnomHw1 CTeH BYEpALTHUM [IEHD, U €EMY T10-



11oxesno. — Yro ¢ marom?

— Cupur y cebs B Oamiae. Tak BOT, KOrjga Thl BBIMUAJT BCE 3TO
aJICKOE TIOWJIO ¥ Pa30wWII KYBIIIMH, TO TIOMIEN pa30dupaThcs C Ma-
TOM.

— U 61 MeHA He ocTaHOBWI? — ynuBwiICA CTEHIIN.

— He ycnien. Tel emy Bpesai1. Tounee Bpe3as ToMy, KOIo Ipu-
HSUT 32 Mara. A 3aTeM Bpe3asl BTOpOMY Mary, IOTOM TPETbEMY
u yetBépTomy. [lorom maru n36muau Te0s1, a TOTOM U JPYT APY-
ra, pa3Hecsi OJIOBUHY MOETO 3aBe/ieHus. 51 esie ycrnesl BhITalllUTh
TeOs U3 3TOM 3aBapyIIKU U CIIPATATh B TBOEH KOMHATE, TIOKA OHU
TYT BECEJIWIIUCH.

Crennv 1ocTan U3 KapMaHa eIg napy cepeOpsikoB, U TOJO-
JKWJT HA CTOJ.

— A 3710 em€ 3aueM? — cupocui o

— D710 32 KOMHary. Tam yoparbcs Haio Obl.

[Ton crp€d neHpru U MPOIOIKUI

— B o0mem, Becesio Buepa Obl10. BriepBrie 3a BCE BpeMsl, UTO
s BJIAJICI0 9TUM TPAKTHPOM, Y MeHsI ObUT TIOJHBIN 3aJ1 OPYIIIHX,
MBSHBIX U OBIOIIUX APYT IPYTy MOPABI MYKUKOB!

— Criacu60 MHe 3a 3TO NpeJIcTaBIeHue, — yinbioHycsa CTeHu.

— a yx, criacu6o.

— Ilon, MHe mopa UaTK AaJIbIIIe, Thl HE CEpYau, €CIM 4To.

— Jla Bcé HopmautbHO! § He B oOu/ie Ha TeOs1. Yike. A ThI, eciu
XOYelllb, TOKUBU Yy MEHS ellIE.

— Jla HeT, MHE ¥ BHpaBly nopa. S U Tak Buepa XOTesl yXo-
JUTh, TaK YTO, 3a/I€PKAJICS, MOXKHO CKa3arh, ciayvyanHo. [a u ne-



HeT 3a KaX/Ibli Beuep, MPOBEIEHHBIN Y TeOsI, y MEHs He XBaTHT.

— Hy, Th1 ecyiz Gyienis MUMO POXOAWTH 3HaM, 51 Bceraa tede
paa. Yuru!

— Cnywait, o, a 4yTo 3TO 32 NOMJIO THl MHE MOJCYHYJ BUYEpa,
a? — 3agan CTeH MyJaloluil ero BOIpoc.

— la g u cam He 3Haw. Tak, HaIMBaO UHOIJA, KOrga IIPOCAT
yero-HuOyb mokpemnye 71s. Ho Tak, kak Tel BUepa, €ro He Ml
€IlIE HUKTO.

— A Ha3BaHWUE y HEro €CTh?

— Jla kakoe TaM Ha3BaHue. bepy y mectHoro BuHozesa.

— Kanp, — B3goxnya CreH.

— A dro, moHpaBwmiiochk? — yapioHycs [To.

— HaoGopot, uro0bl GosbIlle HUKOI/IA €ro B POT He Oparh, —
yxMbUtbHYJIC CTeH. — JlamHo, mowmy s coOnparhesl.

OH BepHyJICSI B KOMHATY M CTaJl COOMPaTh paCKUJaHHbIE Be3-
ne Bew. Cnycrs nomyaca CTeHIN BbILLEN U3 KOMHATBHI, ITOIMPO-
masics ¢ Ilosom u otnipaBuiics K nieHTpy ropopaa. Joias o rme-
peKpECTKa, OH CBEPHYI Ha 3amaj W 3aiaraji Mo Jopore, 00xo-
Jisl BOBHMKAIOIIIMX Y HEro Ha MyTu nemexoaoB. CTeH MogxXoaui
K OKpauHaMm ropopa, a 6anHu Xo3sieB CTaHOBHJIUCH BCE OOJIb-
111 ¥ YrpoXarolie HABUCAJIM HAJl HUM, KaK Obl HAMeKasi, YTo eMy
TEernepb He MECTO B 3TOM ropoge. OH OTBEpHYJICSA OT MEJIEHHO
IJIBIBYIIIMX MUMO HErO CTPOEHUU U HallpaBWJI CBOM B3IJISi MPsI-
MO 0 IOpore, OTBJIeKast cedst OT MbIC/IEH O BYepalllHEM MPOUC-
niecTBuM. Bolitns u3 ropona, CTeHIM NOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK 1iefas
ropa CBJIMJIACH C €r0 IUIeY, JABMUBILIAs HAa HETO C CaMOro yTpa.



OH 1men B OMMHOYECTBE IO CAMOro Beuepa, HaOmonas, Kak
€ro pa3 3a pa3oM OOTrOHSIIOT TOPrOBble KapaBaHbl. BcTpedHbie
KapaBaHbl TOXKeE TOTA/IAJTUCh, TPYKEHBIE PA3TMYHBIMU TOBAPAMHU
U Criemaiiye nockopee cObiTh CBOE 100po. beckoHeuHble cre-
N1 PACTSHYJIUCh BO BCE CTOPOHBI, a PEIKUE Pa3BAIUHBI BIIOJb
[TyTn ymib u3penka BeIpacTavd U3 pOBHOM Iiaau noseu. JIer-
KMl 3amaHbll BETep Tpemaj ero rycryio Oopojay, a COJHEed-
HbIE JIy4d BpeMsi OT BpeMeHH NMPOOUBAIUCh CKBO3b MOKPBIBIIIHE
HeOo oOnaka. CTeH M BIOXHYJT MOJTHOU I'PYIbI0 OOMPSIIUI BO3-
ayx v npudasun mary. Jlo Jlaproca ocraBanock BEPCT aBecTH,
He OOoJIbIlie, ¥ 3TOT MyTh OH HAMEPEBAJICS MPOJIeaTh B ONVKai-
uryio Henenmo. Ho Hukak He Oosnbiiie aByx. Penkue mnermexossl
IIUTK B 00€ CTOPOHBI, HO BCE OHH, CKOpPee BCEro, ObLIH JKUTEIs-
MU OKPECTHBIX AEepeBeHb, Kak mpeamnosnaran CteH. Ero He Jiér-
Kasl KOJb4yTa MOYTH He Melllasia My, Be/lb JUTUTENIbHBIE TIepeXo0-
bl B TIOJIHOM CHAPSIKEHUM 32 JI0JTUE TOIbI CITYKOBI CAEIaIN ero
BBIHOCIIMBEE, UeM OOJIBIITMHCTBO MY KUMH uMniepun. [loatomy on
JBIIIAT TIOJTHOW TPYABIO M 0c000 He OECIIOKOMIICS HACUET Jiexka-
IIEro Tepes] HUM PacCTOSTHUSI.

bamxke k Beuepy Crennu 3agymaicsi o Howiere. EMy coBep-
IIIEHHO HE XOTeJIOCh OCTaBaThCsl B YMCTOM TIOJIE, 2 HUKAKOW Jie-
PEBHHU, WJIM YKPBITHS, TOOTN30CTH He ObUT0. KapaBaHIMKOB TO-
e Kak BeTpoM cayno, M CTEeHIM pelii MoCHenuTh, HaJaesiCh
1O MYyTH 3acTaTh KaKyo-HUOYIb MOJIEBYI0 CTOsHKY. Ho, suiib
OH MpUOABUII X0y, KaK BIIEPEIN 3aMasTIIIN BCAAHUKH, OBICTPO
cKkauymue emy HaBcTpedy. [Ipubmususmmcs, CTeHIM cMor pas-



DJISIZIETD JIIOfIeH, OOJIau€HHBIX B Jocrexu MIMIrepckoro jJeruoxa.
JlecATOK BEpXOBBIX MOJICKAKAIM K HEMY U OKPYXKUJIH, TTPUIUP-
yrBO ocMatpuBas CTeHa ¢ ToJIoBHI 0 HOT.

— 31paBCTBYITE, BCAIHUKU, — MONPUBETCTBOBAT X CTeH.

— Hy, 31paBcTBYH, 31paBCTBYil, — HE OYEHb-TO FOCTETPUUMHO
OTBETUJI OJIUH U3 HUX.

— Yem 00s13aH TakoMy BHUMaHUI0? — Tipsimo cripocui CTeH,
BUS, YTO BCAJHUKHU TaK IIPOCTO €ro HE OTIYCTAT.

— Thl 3HaelIb, KTO Mbl, IyTHUK? — OTO3BAJICS BCE TOT KeE Jie-
TUOHEP.

— Jlo3opuble, — orBeTUs1 CTEH.

— Jla, 1030pHbIe, — MOATBEPAN BCAIHUK. — A 51 1ecATHUK PoH
Amm. A pa3 Tbl OCBEJOMJIEH KTO Mbl, TO JOJI’KEH 3HaTh, YEM MbI
3aHAMAEMCHI.

— Kak xe He 3Hath? 3Haemo. Crneaure 3a MOPAIKOM MEKAY
ropoiamMu, fa odrpaete OJMHOKUX ITyTHUKOB, — MOKaJI IJIe4yaMu
Creninu.

— Jla kak Tb1 cMeenib! — Pon HartpaBuit Ha CTeHa KOIbE, HO TOT
Y YCOM HE IOBEIL.

— TMocnymai, AecATHUK, MHE ceiluac HeKorga TyT ¢ TOOOM
npunuparbcs. 51 crienly 1mo cBouM JejiaM, U €Cld Thl MEHSI MPo-
MyCTHIllb, B VIMNepcKux majarax s 3aMOJIBIIO 3a TeOsl CJIOBEY-
KO, — pey1okui eMy CTeHIH.

— B nanarsl, roBopHIib, TOPONHUIICS. .. A Kakoe Aeso y TeOs
B najarax? — nouHtepecoBaicsi PoH. — Koy Tl areHT, a Mbl Me-
IIa€M UCIIOJTHEHHUIO TBOETO JIOJra, TO MBI TOTOBBI TIO/IBE3TH TEOS:



BEPCT AeCsTh, a TO M BCE JIBA/IIATh, JIa, MApHU? — 0OpaTUjICs OH
K CBOMM ITOTYMHEHHBIM.

Te B 0quH rosioc nojjiepKajiu ero uek.

— Jla Her, He areHT sA. X0uy Ha CIyxO0e BOCCTAHOBHUTBLCS, —
npu3Hascsa uM CTeHsu.

— Ha cimyx6e? Tak Tbl 4TO, JIeruoHep? — yIUBUIICS BCAJHUK. —
A BHITJIAIUII, KaK pa300MHUK.

— Ionpo6oBaj Obl TH MOOPOAMTH TIO OOIOTaM MECSIIOK, CIia-
CcasiChb OT OPJ BOCCTABIINX, B3IJISIHYJI ObI 51 HA TeOsI, — OTPhI3HYII-
cs Crenu.

— Iocroi, a moyemy ThI 10 Oos10TaM Opoaui? Thl U3 KaKOro
JiernoHa?

— N3 yerB€proro, — npusHaicsa CTeH U 3aMeTu1, Kak PoH kuB-
HYJ1 KOMY-TO, CTOSIIEMY Y HETO 3a CITMHOM.

OH OIJIsHYJICS M 3aMETWII KPaeM IJia3a JPEeBKO KOIbs, JIETsI-
1iero npsiMo emy B rojyioBy. Ioiimas ynap, CTeHau norepsii co-
3HaHue. OH OYHYJICS TOCepPeId HOUM, HO HE CMOT TOIIEBETUTh-
CSI: PyKH Y HOTY OBUIM KPETIKO CBSI3aHbl. BCImonoxu orxs cenw-
JI €TO ¥ OH TOMBITAJICSI OTBEPHYTHCS OT CBETA.

— CMoTpu-Ka, 3a11eBeuiIcs, — cKazall Yel-To roJjoc.

— Ara, — BTOpWI eMy JIpyTrom.

— D, pedsTa, uto Takoe? — crpocun ux Cren. — Yro s Ha-
TBOpWUI?

— Kak uro? A TbI He 3Haellb? — OTBETUJI BOITPOCOM Ha BOIPOC
OJIMH U3 JTO30PHBIX.

— [locnyiante, g He MOHUMa, 4To Tporcxoaut? [Touemy BbI



Ha MeHs Haraum?

— Th1 — ge3epTrp, — NOXYYHII OH OTBET Ha CBOW BOITPOC.

— Kak neseprup? 4 xe cpaxaicsa no nociensero! A Bupen,
KaK Jiarepb 3aroJjIOHWIM MEpPTBellbl U He OTCTYIMWI, MOKa CUTY-
arus He crana OesHanéxkHou! S — Crenym Tpemrui, necATHUK
Mmnepckoro siernoHa! I cam 1IEN B manartel JOJIOKUTH O CBOEM
CcraceHuu U o ciryuusinemcs y Tamuu!

— Ycnokoiics, gecsaTHUK. Mbl Bce 3HaeM, 4To C1ydmioch y Ta-
JIMM ¥ 3HaeM, YTO OTTYIa HUKTO HE CIaccsi, — 3aBEPUJI €ro J10-
30PHBIH.

— Pa3 HUKTO He craccsi, OTKy/a ke Bbl BCE 3HaeTe? — CIPOCUIT
ero Crenm.

— I'enepan Kaii co cBoMMHU TeJIOXpaHUTEISIMU OBUTA €/IH-
CTBEHHBIMH, KTO BHIOpAJICS U3 3TOM ceurt. OHU TPOPBAIIHCH C 00-
€M, TMOCJIEIHUMH MOKUHYB Jlarepb. Bc€ BOMCKO MONEro B TOM
OWTBe U TOJIHKO BCAJHUKAM YJAI0Ch criacTuch. U eme nesepru-
pam, cOexaBIIMM B caMOM Hadajie 0os1. Tak 4To, Tl JIMOO TeJIo-
XpaHHTEIh TeHepasa, MO0 e3epTup. Ha priaps Tel He TOXOK,
TaK 4ro...

DTUX 0B 1030pHOro XBaTriio CTeHy YTOOBI TOHSATh, UTO IS
HEro BCE 3aKOHYWIOCH. Tenepp ero caanyt m ocynsar. KakoBo
Oy/ieT pelieHue cyzieil, OH 3HaJI: OTCEYeHHe TOJIOBBI Ha IJla3ax
y Bcero jierrioHa. Ho criepa eMy oTpyOsIT HOTY B Ha3uJaHUe Apy-
T'UM JIeTHOHEpaM, 4TOOBl OHU MOHMMAJIU, KaKoe MpecTyIlIeHue
coBepiini oH. CTeH cxkajcsi B KOMOK U MOCTapajicsl YKPbIThCS
BO ThMe€, TaK IIE/IPO IAPOBAHHOW HOUBIO 9TOMY MUpy. «BoT Tebe



¥ XKeHa, U JICTH, ¥ JIOM», — TIOlyMaJl OH, OCO3HaB, YTO KM3Hb €0
pUOIIKAeTCs K KOHITY.



6. Y3HHuK

Crennm otkauuisuicsa. OH Bcerjga OTanMvasics 3aBUIAHBIM 30-
POBbEM, HO, ITPOBO/ISI BCE BPEMSI B CHIPOM Kamepe, OHO 3aMETHO
nomaTHyJI0ch. OH CHOBA ITPOCYHYJI PYKH B Y3KYIO IIIeJTb TIOJ] ca-
MBIM TOTOJIKOM, 3aMEHSIOILYI0 OKHO — €JUHCTBEHHOE HAIlOMMU-
HaHue eMy o cBoOoze. Ho cBoboa ocranach rae-To Tam, 3a Kper-
KUMH TIOPEMHBIMU CTEHAMHU, 32 TSKETBIMU JyOOBBIMU IBEPbMU,
3a CKpUITyUYHMMH KeJIe3HbIMU 3acoBamMu. OH CTOSUT M CITyIIAJ, Kak
10 KOPUAOPY BHOBb pa3JalOTCs LIard, CTAaHOBSCh BCE rpoMYe
U rpomye. «OnsTh UAYT 32 KEM-TO», — IOAYMAaJ OH.

[Tpouwno yxe okono nonyroga, kak Cren monan B Jlaproc.
ViMniepckre 1030pHbIe TOCTABHIIM €r0 Topa3io ObICTpee, YeM OH
IpeIrosarajg cCaMOCTOATENIbHO A00parkecsi 10 ropona. OHU ke
ero u ciaM B pyku npaBocyausi. OtoOpaB BC€, UTO Y HErO Obl-
70, CteHa OpocuiIn B KaMepy, BbIJIaB BMECTO OJICK/Ibl KaKH1e-TO
Tpsanku. CrycTs Hefiesio, WK OKOJIO TOro, Havascs cya. OH moM-
HWI 3TOT JIeHb, KaKk OyATO BCE MPOU3OIILIO BUEpa.

— O6Bunsiemblii CteHm Tpemriut, BCTaHbTE, — CKa3all eMy Cy-
IIbs1, 0OJTaYEHHBIN BO BCE Oelloe.

CTeHM NOAHSJICS C KOJIEH Y MOJOIIEN K PELIETKE KJIETH, B KO-
TOPYIO €ro 3anepiiu, JIUIIb CTOWJIO eMY TOTNACTh B CyAeOHbIN 3aJl.
OH MOMHWJI, KaK Cy/ibsI BCTPETIII €70 a0COIIOTHO PABHOLYIITHBIM
B3MJISIIOM U KaK OTBEPHYJICS, MPOAOIKasi OOLIEHUE C TPyruMuU
moapMmu, ooctynuBiMKu Ero CripaBenmmBocts. CTEHIM CMOT-



peJ1 Ha TociaHIa OOroB, BEPIIUBIIETO CYIbOBI THICSY JIIOAEH, Of1-
HUYM JIMIIIb CJIOBOM CBOMM JJAPOBABIIKM XW3Hb WA CMEPTh, WU
KU3Hb Xyke cMepTu. Korja ke ero BOMXHYJIU B KJIETb, TO IS
CYJIbH OH TiepecTall ObITh UeioBeKOM. OH CTaJl JIMIIb MPEAMETOM,
KOTOPBIF MOKHO OBUIO OCTaBHUThH WJIM BBIKUHYTbh, BCE 3aBUCEIIO
JIMIIIb OT HACTPOCHHUS XO3SMHA.

— Bac oOBUHSIOT B [1e3epTUPCTBE, UTO Bl MOXKETE CKa3aTh
B CBOE OIpaBJaHue? — CIIPOCUJI €r0 Cy/bsl.

— Bama CnpaBeamBocTb, TO, B YéM MeHsI OOBUHSIOT, 3TO
He mpaBaa. A cam men B ViMriepckue nanaTbl OObSIBUTh O CBO-
€M CIaceHUu M MPOAOJIKUTH CBOIO CITy:kOy Ha 0aro UMIIEPUU.
Ho no nytu MeHs BCTpeTWid JO30pHbIE, OHU CBSI3aJIM MEHS U JI0-
CTaBWJIM B TOPOJ KaK IJIEHHUKA.

— Xoporuo. Pacckaxure, Kak Tak IPOU3O0LUIO, YTO BbI IIOKU-
HYJIN JIETUOH?

— B ToT nieHb MBI cTosiiin nof ropooM Tanusa. MEpTBbie BHe-
3aITHO BBIIILIM U3 Jieca 1eJIOW Op/Ioil U JBUHYJIMCh HAa Halll Jia-
repb. YeTBEPTHI JIernoH OblT C(hOPMHUPOBAH TPEUMYIIECTBEH-
HO W3 HOBOOpAHIIEB MU MHOTHE COJIJIaThl WCITyTaJIUCh, YBUJICB
HECMeTHBIE MOTYMIIA MTPUOBIBAIOIIETO TPOTUBHKUKA. Mbl PUHS-
M Ha cebsl yaap, HO CTPOU B IIEHTPE MPOTHYJICS U MEPTBEIIbI
MPOPBAJIUCH B Jlarepb. Ha TOT MOMEHT, KOrja Mbl MOHSUIA, YTO
K OCHOBHOMY BOWCKY HaM He ITPOOUTHCSI, HAC OCTaBAJIOCh OKOJIO
cotuu. Ham komangup IMatpuk Moptuc npuHst Ha ce0s1 KOMaH-
JIOBaHUE M MPUKAa3ajl OTCTYIATh K OMYIIIKE Jieca, I1Ie Mbl U MPO-
JOJDKUAIA O0pbOy C MEPTBBIMU. MBI ePKATUCh CKOJILKO MOTJIH,



HO, KOT/Ia TIOHSUJTH, UTO JIETHOH Pa3OuT, IBUHYJIUCH BITyOb Jieca.
— To ecTb BBl XOTUTE CKa3aTh, UYTO C BAMHU OBLIO €I HECKOJIb-

KO 4YeJIOBEK, BKJIIOYasi COTHMKAa MopTuca, OTAaBIIIEro Bam Mpe-

JaTeIbCKUM MPUKa3? — Cydbsi BIEPUIT B HETO TSIKEbIN BIIJISAL.

— Bama CnpaBegymmBocTs, — Hauyall CteH, — cCOTHUK MopTuc
noruo, Tak ¥ He IOCTUTHYB OIMyIIKUA. MBI JepKaJTuch 0 MOCTe/-
HETo, IOKa JIETMOH HE I1aJl, a T€, KTO CIaccs Torja, IOruo/iu B jie-
cy. Ocrajicst TOJBKO £.

— HamomnwuTe, moXkajylcTa, CKOJBKO YeJIOBEK I00pajioch
Jio neca?

— IIarnaguate, — orBeT1 CTeH.

— U1 u3 nATHAAIIATH TOJBKO BBl OJIMH CyMEH BHIOpPAThCs ?

— Ioxoxe. ..

— To ectp, BbI HE yBepeHbI?

— Bama CrnipaBesiuBOCTb, 1 paccTajics ¢ NOCIEJHUMU CIiac-
IMMHECS Y O0JIOT, YBOAS 32 COOOM MEPTBHIX. UTO CTAJIOCh C HUMU
JIaJIbllie, sl He 3HAI0.

— To ecTb, BBl HE UCKJIIOUAETE TOT'O, UYTO OHU BCE €IIE KUBHI?

— 4 He 3Ha10, Baia CripaBeyIuBOCTb.

— Xoporo. Pacckaxure, 4To moOyAWJIO BaC BEPHYTHCS B Jie-
TUOH?

— Mon nonr, mos yects, — Ctenin 3amsiics. — Bama Cripa-
BE/JIMBOCTh, Bbl JIOJUKHO OBITh 3HA€TE, UTO JIETMOHEPHl HETLIOo-
X0 3apabaThIBAIOT, M1 HA MOEM CUETE TOXE CKOIMIIACh JI0CTATOY-
Has cymMa. Tak BOT, IGHbI' TOKE ChITPaJIi HEMAJIOBAXKHYIO POJIb
B MOEM BO3BPAILICHUH.



— A ecim OBl y Bac He ObLIO JicHeT?

— 51 Bc€ paBHO BepHyJIcs Obl. $1 ke roBopio: Ha IEPBOM MecTe
y MEHS$1 CTOSIT JAOJT U YECTb.

— Wtak, g1 BbIC/TyIIAT JOCTATOYHO, M HACTAJIO BpPEM$ IIOIBECTU
pe3yabTaT CErofHsIIHEro pazouparenbctBa. M3 BHIeU3noKeH-
Horo oOBuHsiemoro, Ctennu Tpemruia, cremyer, 4To OH HE Ha-
pyllIaJl MpUKa3a CBOEr0 KOMAaHAMPA, TaK KaK MpPUKa3 BBIIIECTO-
SIIEro KOMaHIYIOIEro 10 Hero He poxonaui. [loBuHysCh Boje
COTHMKa Mopruca, OTIaBIIEro MPeCTYNHbIA MPUKa3, OH, BMe-
CcTe ¢ APYTMMHU JIETMOHEPAaMU, TOKUHYJI CTPOM, YTO MOIJIO MOCITY-
KUTh K YXYIIIEHUIO TOJOXKEHHUs] OOOPOHSIBILIETOCS JIETUOHA, —
CyIbsi OTXJIEOHYJ U3 Yallld, CTOsIIIEN Ha ero crone. — Briocnen-
CTBUM OH CyMeJT BBIOPAThCS U3 Jieca, 3arOJTHEHHOTO BOCCTABIIIH-
MHU, OTTY/ia, OTKY/1a HE CMOIVIM BBITH MATHAALATH yesnoBek. [1o-
CJIe Yero, MPerCIOTHEHHbIN YyBCTBOM J0JITA OH PEIINJI BEPHY Th-
csl B JIETMOH, — CY/[bsl MPUCTaIbHO B3MIsAHYJ Ha CreHa. — Ho,
B HaIlleM PaCMOPSKEHUU €CTh MOKA3aHUs €IlE€ OJJHOTO CBUIETe-
7151, CHACIIErocsl U3 TOM OOMHMU.

Crennu yauBWICA YcIbllaHHOMY: «KTO e 3T0 Mor cma-
ctuch? Heyxenu, KTO-TO U3 €ro TOBApUIIen ?»

— I'enepan Hupuyc Kaii, komaHayonmii 4eTBEPTHIM JIETHO-
HOM, JIaJl COBEPLIEHHO TPOTUBOPEYMBBIE MOKA3aHMUS.

— Yro? I'enepan Kait Bekui? U 4ro xe oH ckazan?

— Crennu Tpemrut! Tlonpority He nepebuBaTh MeHsl, — clieial
3aMeYaHue Cybsl.

— Ha, Bama CnipaBe1iuBOCTb.



— Tak BoT, renepan Kaii ckazaj, 4To OHU JepKaUCh JIO TO-
CJIETHETO ¥ HUKTO, 51 IOBTOPIO, HUKTO, KTO He ObLIT BEPXOM Ha KO-
He, He BbDkWI. OH OTAal MpHUKa3 K OTCTYIUICHUIO, KOTAa yxke
CTaJIo SICHO, YTO OMTBA MpourpaHa. MepTBeIbl OKPYKUIHA OTCTY-
TMAIUX, U TOJIBKO BCAJHUKAM YJIAJ0Ch CMacTUCh. Bee octab-
HbIE JIETMOHEPHI, KOTOPbhIe BHIPBAIMCH U3 STOTO KarKaHa, Oexka-
JIM 710 Havaja OUTBBI, TO €CTh Je3epTHpoBau. Ero cBUeTelh-
CTBO MOJTBEPIWIN TPUALATH phillapeld, CRBOUMM IJIa3aMU BUJIEB-
KX BCE, YTO MPOMCXOIWIO Ha Tojie 00s1 B TOT JieHb. Y MEHS
HET MPUYUHBI HE JOBEPSITh TPEM JECITKAM YBAKAEMbIX JIIOJCH,
JIOKA3aBIIIAX CBOI0 YECTHOCTh MHOKECTBOM COBEPIIEHHBIX UMU
MOJIBUTOB, HO, UX CBU/IETEIbCTBOBAHUE ITPOTUBOPEUHUT BallleMy.
[locemy, s1 IpUIIEN K BBIBOAY, YTO BbI I€3€PTUPOBAIU IO HAYa-
Ja b0 B caMoM Havaje 60s. Bel mpenanu cBO# JIeTHOH, BO3-
MO>KHO, TTPeIajii CBOMX JIIOfIe, C KOTOPHIMU OTIPABUJIHCH B Oer-
ctBO. Ho Baia *axaa HaXuBbl ChiTpajia ¢ BaMU AYPHYIO IIyT-
Ky. [lorHasimce 3a 30J10TOM, OCTaBJICHHBIM Ha XpaHeHue B M-
MEepCKUX MajiaTax, Bl camMy mofnucany cede mpuropop. Bara
4ecTh OblIa IOBEPrHYTa JDKMBOCTBIO, BAIIl OJIT 3aMEHIJIO TTpe/a-
TEJILCTBO. §1 BHIHOIIY BaM MPUTOBOP: 3a U3MeHY poauHe, CTeH-
i Tpemrut, ObIBIIME JecATHUK MMmiepckoro jerrnoHa, a HbIHe
Je3epTUp, MPUTOBAPUBAETCS K CMEPTHOW Ka3HU C OTCEYEHHEeM
KOHe4YHOCcTel. [IpuroBop OyaeT OCYIIeCTBIEH B TeUeHHE HeJe-
JIM CO AHS1 €r0 MPOBO3MJIAIIEHUS], — CY/IbsI TIOJIHSUT CO CTOJIa CBOU
Ke3N U TPWKIBI ynapui uM o croi. — CyaeOHoe pa3zoupareiib-
CTBO 3aKOHYEHO. 3aBOJIUTE CJIEIYIONIero OOBUHSIEMOTO.



Tesno Ctena onemeno. «Kak? Kak s BunoseH? [Touemy? {1 xe
HUYEro TUIOXOTO He CHeNal?» — My4rics OH O€CCMBICTIEHHBIMU
BornpocaMu. OH MOYyBCTBOBAJ, KAK €r0 pyK! OTIUPAIOT OT Mpy-
ThEB PEUIETKU U KaK €ro yTaCKMBAIOT KY[Ia-TO MO TEMHBIM KO-
punopam. Ero nmocaguiu Ha KoJ€HH, HaJIeM Ha PyKHU KaHOAJIbl
Y HAMEPTBO 3aKoBaJM. [10TOM CHOBa TalMIM Kyga-To, 3aTeM 3a-
KUHYJIH B 3TY CBIPYIO Kamepy, OpOCHJIM BHYTPb XyI0€ BEAPO U 3a-
nepiu 1Bepb. CTEHJIM BXKaJICS B YIOJ, CEB B KyUy CbIPOW COJIOMBI,
CITy’Kalllell MeCTHBIM MOA0OMEM TEPUHBI U TIOTPY3WICS B CBOU
MBICJIH.

«YT0 4 caenain He Tak? — 3a/1aBajics OH BonpocaMu. — S BCio
KU3Hb CPaXkajcs 32 UMIIEPHIO, s1 BCIO KU3Hb OTAAJl UMIIEPUH,
a Ternepb UMIepUsi OTHUMAET KU3Hb Yy MeHs. [ e s nomycTu
ommmoky? ['ne s1 cBepHyI He Tyma? A MOXer, HaJo ObUIO CTHUTD
B Tex Oosotax? i npubuth BeapMy, Koraa Obul mmaHe. Wnmm
nouTu ¢ Hel Ha BocTok? WMnu nBunyTthes B bank-Xapny? Nnu
Janblie, Ha r? A MOXKET, BEpHYTbCS Ha 3€MJIM HAIMX IpeJ-
koB? ['oBOpAT, TyAa Tenepb Kopadmu xonart. CKOIbKO, MHTepec-
HO, CTOUT MecTO B Tpiome? Y1 0TKy/1a B3s1Th ieHbIv? TONBKO B Jie-
rvoHe. A yiernoH cBoux He Opocaer. Tonbko youBaer...» Ero
MIOTOK MBICJIEW TIPEpBaJl TOMOT IIaroB, CTAHOBUBIIIUXCS BCE OJIH-
ke ¢ KakIpIM maroM. «OHu uayT 3a MHOM, — forajgaics CteH. —
Tak ObicTpo. [Boe. Her, Tpoe. TouHO KOHBOM, ceiiyac OTKpoO-
10T JBEpb M TMOBEAYT MeHs Ha 1uiaxy. OTpyOsaT HOru, a 3aTeM
Y roJIOBY Tiepesi BceM JIerMoHOM. [la yik, He 3HaJl, 4TO Tak CKOpO
3a MHOU ABATCA. Buaare, JErMOHy HE TEPIUTCS HAIUTHCS KPO-



BU CBOEro JiernoHepa. Illaru nopaBHSIMCh € IBEPHIO, B Y3KOU
1IEJIM [TOJ], HEM MEJIbKHYJI CBET OT (paKeJa v JIIOAW MTPOLUIN 1ajIb-
1Ie, Jaxe He 3aMeJUIMBIIMCh Y ero kamepsl. [llaru Hayanu yna-
JSAThCs, 3aTteM 3atuxind. CKpUI 3ap:kaBesioro 3acoBa MPOCKOO-
JIWJI TI0 yIlIaM, 3aTeM YIap 3aXJIONHYBILENCs JBEPU U CHOBA MTPU-
ommkatomuecs maru. «Ha oOpaTtHom myTu, 3Ha4YMT, 320paTh pe-
i, — Cren crotHys. — Yro 3k, 4 rotoB!» Ho Tiopemimku
BHOBb IPOILIUIM MMMO HErO U WX ILIArv 3aTUXJIMU IJe-TO BIAJIU.
CreHm BBIAOXHYJI: «3HAYMT, MTOKUBY €IIE HEMHOTO».

JIHA CMEHANINCh THAMM, M MOOXOOWI YXKE€ CPOK, KOrja ero
JOJDKHBL ObLTM Ka3HUTh. Ha cenpmoil JeHb co JHSI BbIHeEce-
HUs1 IPUTOBOPA OH BHOBb YCIIbIIaN mark. «Ha 31oT pa3 To4HO
32 MHOW», — pemni CreH. Illaru ocTaHOBWIUCH Y €ro KaMephl,
3aCKPUIIEJI TSKENBINA 3aCOB, OTBOPUJIACH ABEPD, M CTEHa OCIIenmI
CBET (pakena.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npenocraBieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.

Be3ormacHo oriaTuTh KHATY MOKHO OaHKOBCKOH KapToit Visa,
MasterCard, Maestro, co cuyera MOOMJIBHOTO TesiehOHa, C TiIa-
Te)KHOro TepMmuHaia, B cajoHe MTC wmm Cesa3HoOHM, uepe3
PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.
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