MHle .

A Bpomou"

\

N\V\me/\e ﬂevméP




Mumean IleiiBep

Cepane Boaka

Cepust «XpOHUKHI
TEMHBIX BPEMEH», KHUTa 2

MeKMC npedoCmasner pnasooonadamenem
http://www.litres.ru/pages/biblio_book/?art=51397062

Muwenw Tetigep. Xponuku memnwvix epemer. Knuea 2: Cepoue Boaka:
Azbyka, Azoyxa-Ammuxyc; CI16; 2020

ISBN 978-5-389-18104-5

AHHOTaAIUSA

Yapyomiass ~ moBecTb O OpykOe,  IpegaTenscTBe U
CaMOIOXEPTBOBAHUH.

V 1onHoro Topaka ocobenHast cynp0a. OH ymMeeT pa3roBapuBaTh ¢
BoJikamu. U oH nomxkeH ofonets [Toxupaternei [y — wim moruOHy Th,
IBITAsICh 3TO caenarh. O HUX U3BECTHO OYeHb Masio. MIx cemepo, Bce
OHH W3 Pa3HbIX IUIEMEH, U KaXObIH ONEP:KUM Xaxaon Biactd. [on
HasaJ OOVH U3 HUX CO3/1aJ1 MeABeAsI-IeMOHa, 1 ToT you otua Topaka.
A Temepb KoNmyHH Hacnaqu Ha Jlec Oones3Hb, OT KOTOPOH JIIOIH
ymupaiot tiensivu croiionmamu. Y Topak perraeT Tailkom MOKUHYTh
npuioTUBIIee ero miemsi Bopona, Hagescy B Cepaue Jleca HaiTu
CPEICTBO OT MPOKJIATOrO MOpa.



Conep:kanue

Ort arBoOpa 6
I'maBa 1 9
I'naBa 2 18
I'maBa 3 28
I'maBa 4 36
I'maBa 5 49
I'naBa 6 59
I'masa 7 68
I'naBa 8 75
I'maBa 9 91
I'masa 10 102
I'masa 11 108

Koner| 03HaKOMHUTETBHOTO (PparMeHTa. 109



Mumegs IlenBep
XPOHUKH TEeMHbIX BpEeMeEH.
Knura 2: Cepane Boaka

Michelle Paver

SPIRIT WALKER

Text copyright © Michelle Paver 2005

Illustrations copyright © Geoff Taylor

First published in Great Britain in 2005

The right of Michelle Paver to be identified as the author

of this work has been asserted

All rights reserved

© W. A. Toroesa, nepeBos, 2008

© Uznanue Ha pycckoM si3bike, opopmiienue. OO0 «M3na-
Tenabckas ['pynma ”A30yka- Attukyc», 2020

Nznarenscteo ASBBYKA®

% %k %k

I'panano3Hoe (paHTE3MITHOE MPUKIIIOYEHHE, OOIPHbBIE
3aHausl O MEepBOOBITHON KU3HHU yOEAUTE/IbHBIE XapaKTephl
repoeB.
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HOJ'IFO)KI[HHHHﬁ IJIOTOK CBEXKCIro BO3yXa B HAapCTBC



nerckor (paHTe3u... Mumens IleiiBep ymeeT BbI3BaTh B
roJI0BE y YMTATes sl Te XKe IPe3bl, YTO POIMIMCH OFHAKIbI
B ee COOCTBEHHOW TOJIOBE, — I'pe3bl YeIOBeKa, OeryIiero
BMeECTE C BOJIKAMH IO MIEPBOOBITHOMY JIeCy.

Fantasy Book Review



OT atBOpa

Mup Topaka OTCTOMT OT HAIIIETO Ha IIeCTh ThICSY JIET; OH CY-
IIECTBOBAJI cpa3y IMOcJje JIGAHUKOBOIO Meproja U 10 HACTYILIe-
HUS 9PbI 3eMJIEAEUS — B T€ BpeMeHa, koraa Bcio CeBepo-3anaj-
Hy10 EBpoIly MOKpbIBaJIM CILIONIHBIE Jieca.

Jlionu Bo BpemeHa Topaka BBIIVISIEIN B TOYHOCTH KaK Bbl U
s1, HO KWJIM OHU T10 UHBIM MpaBUjIaM U 3akoHaM. OHU He 3HaIU
MMChMa, METAJJIOB, Kojleca, HO U He OCOOEHHO B 3TOM HYXKJa-
yck. OHU 1 6e3 3TOro MpPeKpacHo ymelu BbkuBaTh. OHU 3HA-
JI BCE O KMBOTHBIX, JIEPEBBSIX, ChETOOHBIX PACTEHUAX U CKaJlaX
cBoero ponHoro Jleca. U ecii M 4To-HUOYIH OBLIO HYKHO, OHH
3HAJIU, TJIe 3TO HAWTU WM KaK 3TO CAENATh.

OHU KWK MaJIeHbKMMU TIJIEMEHAMU U YacTO NIepeMellaInch
¢ Mecta Ha Mecto. HekoTopble ocTaBaiUCh Ha CTOSIHKE JIMIIb
JEeHb-11Ba, Kak Topak u3 ruieMeHu Bornka, npyrue mMoriau Bech
rojI ’KMTh Ha OMHOM MecTe, IogoOHo mieMeHn TioneHs. U ecim
BaM MHTEPECHO, TO MieMeHa Bopona u KaGaHna ycrienu HecKob-
KO U3MEHUTH MeCTa CBOETO OOMTaHUs CO BPEMEHH TeX COOBITHA,
YTO onucaHbl B KHUre «bpat Bonk». Bbl MoxkeTe yBUIETh 9TO HA
KapTe, COCTABJICHHOM, MPaB/ia, BeCbMa MPUOM3UTENHHO.

Kornma s cobupana marepuan mis «Cepaia Bonka», 1o 10-
BOJILHO JI0JITO >kuja Ha JlopoTeHCKMX ocTpoBax Ha ceBepo-3a-
naae Hopeeruu, a takxke B ['pennanauu. § usyvana tpaauuu-
OHHBIN 00pa3 KU3HU TAKMX HAPOJOB, KAK CAaMU U WHHYHTHI, U



MHOTO€ y3Hajia O TOM, KaK OHM JIEJIAl0T JIOOKU, OXOTSITCS Ha TIO-
JIeHEeW U TIBIOT ceOe Ofexk Y.

Tema CpsleHHOro Yreca npuuuia KO MHE B pe3ysbTare Io-
CellIeHUsI IPeBHEN CKaJibl CO CTapuHHON pe3bOoil B [JupOeprere
(ceBepo-3amnan Hopeerun).

Tema OXOTHMKOB TNOSIBUJIACH TMOCJE IUUIABaHWSI C KUTa-
mu-youiiiiamu B Tuc-dropae (CeBeprast Hopeerus). S Ob1 HU-
KOI'/1a HE CMOIJIa ONUCATh Oly1leHus Topaka B BOJE, HE UCIIBITaB
cama Heuto nogooHoe. Kak u y Topaka, miaBaHue B MOpe BMe-
CTe C KUTaMU-yOUII[aMHU HaBCETIa TIEPEMEHMIIO MOE OTHOIIICHHUE
K 9TUM YJUBUTEJbHBIM CYIIIECTBAM.

% %k ok

4 xouy nodnaronaputs xutesei [lonapuu B Tpomce (Hopge-
Tvsi) 32 TO, YTO OHU MOMOTJIM MHE MOHSITh, KAKOBO 3TO — OBITH
TIOJICHEM; 4 TAK:KE JKUTEJIEH 3araJHoM JacTh [ peHanamuy 3a ux
TOCTETIPUUMCTBO, OTKPHITOCTh U JIOOPOXKEIATEIbHOCTD; a TAKXKe
BpuTaHCcKy10 rocyjapCTBEHHYI0 OPraHM3aLMIO [0 OXPAHE BOJIKOB
3a TO He3aObIBaeMOe BpeMsi, UTO sI IIPOBeEJIa BMECTe C HECKOJIb-
KMMU Yy/JIECHBIMHA BOJIKAMM; a Takxke xutenen Tuc-gppopaa 3a
TO, YTO OHU MO3HAKOMMJIA MEHSI C KUTaMU-yOUILIaMH U OpJiaHa-
Mu-OenoxBoctamu. bosbiioe cnacu6o Tak:xke Muctepy Heppuky
Koiiny, crapmemy cMoTputesnio BOpoHoB Tayspa, 3a TO, 4TO OH
MOJEJIAJICSL CO MHOM CBOMMM IOMCTUHE HEUCUEPHAEMbIMU 3HA-
HUSIMU OTHOCUTEJIBHO XapaKTepOB HEKOTOPBIX ABT'YCTEUIIIUX BO-



poHoB. U HakoHerl, s, KaK Bcerja, Xo4dy MoOJarofapiTh MOEro
arenta [Iurepa Kokca u moero uznarens ®uony Kennenu 3a nx
HEU3MEHHBIN SHTY3Ua3M U MOJJIEPKKY.

Muwens Ileiigep
Jlonoon, 2005



I'maBa 1

Ha Tom Gepery pyubsi COBEpIICHHO HEOKUAAHHO TOSBHJICS
3yop.

TonpKO YTO TaM CHOKOWMHO IneJiecTena UBOBasl JINCTBA, MPo-
HM3aHHAsI COJIHEYHBIM CBETOM, — U BAPYT nepe Topakom BO3-
HUKJIa OHa. B Xoske 3yOpumxa ObLia BbIIIIE CAMOTO BHICOKOTO MY K-
YHHBbI, 4 O'POMHBIMU U30THYTBIMH pOraMu 3aripoCTto MorIJia 3a-
BJIUTh MEIBES.

«Ecmi oHa B3/1ymMaeT Hanacthb, — qymaut Topak, — 6e/ibl He M-
HOBATh».



K HecuacTtblo, BeTep Iyl B €€ CTOPOHY, U OH, €[1Ba Jbllla,
CMOTpeJI, Kak 3yOprxa BOpoYaeT TYNON YepHOU MOPIOH, IbITa-
SICh 110 3aIaxy OINpPENEUTb, IJIe 3aTauics Bpar. ' po3HO Bexpar-
HYB, OHa CTaJla PhITh 3€MJII0 MOIIHbIM II€PETHUM KOIIBITOM.

U 1yt Topak 3ameTu1, 4To U3 3apOCiieil BBITISIILIBAET 3yOpe-
HOK. 3yOpbl OOBIYHO JOBOJIBHO IOOPOIYIITHBI — HO TOJIBKO HE TO-
74, KOIJIa y HUX €CTh JETEHBIIIIH.

Topak HECJIBIIIHO OTCTYNUJI B TeHb. EC/IM OH HUYEM He Npu-
BJIeYeT K ceOe BHUMaHUS 3yOpuXu, OHa, BOZMOXHO, HAaMaIaTh U
HE CTaHeT.

Ho 3yOpuxa, sIBHO uysl ero MPUCYTCTBUE, OMSTh BCXparHyJia
Y NIOJ1/1E71A JIUCThSI NATIOPOTHUKOB MOTYYMMU poramMu. Bripouem,
BCKOpPE OHA, BUJIMMO, pelIniia, YTO OXOTUThHCS HA HEE HUKTO He
cobupaertcs, ¥ C IBHBIM 00JIErYeHNEM TUTIOXHYJIACh B OOJIOTIIE HA
Oepery.

N Topak HaKOHell pelunscs NepeBeCcTy AbIXaHHE.

3yOpeHOK, HEYBEPEeHHO CTyMasl, HApaBWICs K MaTepu, To-
CKOJIb3HYJICSA, KaJTOOHO 3aMbluall U ynai. 3yOpuxa MojHsia To-
JIOBY W, MOATAJIKUBAs IETEHBIIIA HOCOM, ITIOMOIJIa €My BCTaTb, a
IIOTOM CHOBA C HAC/IaX/IEHUEM YJIerJIach B IPAA3b.

CKOpYMBILIKCH 32 KYCTOM MOXKKEBEJIbHHUKA, TOpak CyIopOX-
HO TIBITAJICS COOOPa3uTh, Kak ObITh. PuH-KeTnHH, BOXK/Ib T1Ie-
MeHu BopoHa, Besen eMy IMPUHECTH OXalKy MBOBOM KOpBI, OT-
MOKaBIIlIeM B py4be. Bo3BpalareCsi Ha CTOSIHKY C IICTBIMU py-
kamu Topaky He xorenock. Ho enie meHnsliiie eMy XOTenoch yro-
IWTH 3yOpy Ha pora.



W oH pelni HEMHOTO NOI0KAATb.

JleHb BBIOAIICA KAPKUA; yKE HACTYIIMII CAMBIN CBETIIBIM MECSL]
B rOJly, 1 Jiec ObUI JIOTbsIHA HAallOEH COHIEM. B BeTBSIX JepeBbeB
3By4aJIU, OT1aBasICh 3BOHKUM 9XOM, ITUUbU TPEJIH, TEIUIBIN I0T0-
BOCTOUHBIN B€Tep MPUHOCKJI apoMar IBETYyIIEe uibl. Beckope
Topak mepecTas CbIaTh TOIBKO CTYK COOCTBEHHOTO CepAlia 1
YBHJIEJ, KaK B KYCTaX OpPEIIHMKA B [IOMCKAX MUY TPECIIOKOMHO
IIHBIPSIET CTallKa 3ejieHyilek. [IoTom 3ameTusn raioky, MUpPHO
IPEBLIYIOCS HA KAMHE, U MOMNbITAJICSI COCPEIOTOUUTHCS] HA ITUX
IIPUBBIYHBIX BEIAX, HO, KaK 3TO YacTO CIy4aJIOCh C HUM, HEIO-
CJIyILLIHBIE MBICJIM TYT k€ NEPEKJIIOUMINCh Ha Boska.

Bonk Tenepp, HaBEPHOE, COBCEM YK€ B3pOCHbIA, a KaKUM
CMEIIHbIM JIeTEeHBIIIIEM OH ObUI, KOTJla OHU BIIEPBHIE BCTPETH-
JIMCh; KaK OH BCE BPEMs CIIOTHIKAJICA, NPUMAJAl Ha NEPEeJHUE
JIarbl, TTPOCS TIOUTPaTh, KaK BBIITPAIITUBAT YEPHUKY. ..

«He cmeit nymath 0 Bonke! — paccepnuics Ha ce6s Topak. —
Ero 6onbie Her. OH HUKOrIa He BepHeTcsl, Hukorga! [lymait 06
STOU BOT 3yOpuUXe, UK O TaJJIOKe, UK. . .»

BoT TyT-TO OH M 3aMETHJI TOTO OXOTHHKA.

OXOTHMK ObUI Ha €r0 CTOPOHE PYyubsl, I1IaroB Ha JBAIATh HU-
e 0 TEUYEHHIO, HO CTOsUT OOJIee yIauHO: BETep B 3TOM MeCTe /Iy
Kak pa3 B €ro CTOpPOHY OT 3yOpuxu. JIMIo OXOTHHKA B IITyOOKOM
TEHU pas3isifieTh OblJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO, HO Ha HEM, Kak U Ha To-
pake, ObuIa Jlerkasi KypTka U3 OJIeHbel KOXH, IITaHbl 0 KOJIeH
U CBeTIble KoxkaHble OammMaku. Ha mree y Hero Topak 3ameTwut
KabaHWi KJIBIK U IOTAaJICs: 3HAYUT, OH U3 ieMenn KabaHa.



B unom ciyuae Topak Ob1 3TOMY Haxe oOpagoBasics. Jlonm u3
iemenn KabaHa BriosHe ApykemoOHO OTHOCHUIIMCH K TIPE/ICTa-
BUTEJISIM TUIleMeHN BopoHa, cpeii KOTOpBIX OH TPOBEJ MOCIe-
HMe oroAa. Ho ¢ 3TUM OXOTHUKOM $IBHO OBUIO YTO-TO HE Tak.
Horu y Hero Kak-To CTpaHHO 3aIUIETaJICh, TOJIOBA MOTAJIACh U3
CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, M MJIO TOTO: OH SIBHO BBICJTIEXKMBAI 3yOpa!
Ha nosice y Hero Brcesnu iBa OXOTHUYBKX TOTIOpa U3 CHHEBATOTO
cnaHna, u Topak, He Bepsi COOCTBEHHBIM I71a3aM, YBU/IEN, KaK OH
OTBSI3JT OJJH TOTIOP ¥ TOTOBUTCSI METHYTbH €T0 B 3BEpS.

On 4ro, ¢ yma comren? Kro ke 0xoTuTcsi Ha 3yOpOB B OIH-
HOUKY! Benb 3TO camblil CHIIbHBIM 3BEPD B Jlecy. 3aueM ke 3ToT
napeHb Ha poxoH Jie3eT? Unu cmeptu niet?

3yOpuxa, HIYEro, K CYacThio, [IOKAa HE 3aMevaBliasi, YTO-TO
NIPOBOpYAJIa U elle ITyOXe 3apbuiach B TPsi3b, HACTAKAASICH KakK-
70l MUHYTOM M30aBJIeHHS OT MPOKJIATON MOIIKH. B 310 Bpemst
JETEHBIIII, BHIPHIBIINI U3 3eMJIU LIEJIBIA KYCT KUIpesl, BOITPOCH-
TEJILHO TIOCMOTPENT Ha MaTh, SIBHO HA/IEsICh, UTO OHA MPUJIET eMY
Ha TIOMOIIIb.

Topak He BbliEpKaJl, TPUBCTAN U HECKOJIBKO pa3 Mpeaynpe-
’KJIAI0I1e MaXHYJT HE3HAKOMITY PYKOM, TOYHO OTTAJIKHMBasI €ro Jia-
noHblo: Onacno! Yxoou!

Ho oxotauk Hudero He Buzen. COrHyB B JIOKTE CMYITYIO py-
Ky, OH MPULIETIWICS ... METHYJ TOTIOP.

Torop mpocBHCTEN B BO3/IyXe U BOH3WJICS B 3eMJIIO He Ooliee
9YeM B JIOKTe OT 3yOpeHKa.

Maspiimn ucIyraHHO OTOEXajl B CTOPOHY, a €ro Mamalia C



I'PO3HBIM PEBOM BCKOYMJIA U OpOCWIIACh Tyla, OTKyJa rpo3uiia
onacHocTh. OJHAKO 3araxa OXOTHUKA OHA MO-TIPEeKHEMY He 4y-
sa.

HeBeposATHO, HO OXOTHHK SIBHO COOMPAJICSI METHYTb U BTOPOM
Tonop!

— Her! — xpumio npomenTan Topak. — Thl B stydieM ciayvyae
TOJIKO PaHUIIIb €€, U TOrJa OHa TOYHO yObeT Hac 000ouX !

Ho 0XOTHUK yXe OTBSI3aJ1 TOIOp OT MOosica U MPUIIEIUBAJICS.

«Jlymait, mymait! — moarousin ceost Topak. — Eciu atot TO-
HOp TOTAJIET B 11eJb, 3yOpUXy HUUTO He ocTaHoBUT. Ho ecrm ee
yAACTCS IPOCTO YAUBUTH WJIU CJIeTKa HAITyraTh, a HE paHUTb, OHA,
BO3MOXHO, TOJILKO MTPUTBOPUTCS, UTO HAIMAAAET, a TIOTOM YiJeT
BMecTe ¢ JieTeHblieM. B o01ieM, Hy:KHO, YTOOBI 3TOT THIT U3 TLJIe-
mMenu KaGaHa HU B KOEM ciTydae He 3a7iejl €€ CBOMM TOITOPOM».

HaGpag B rpyap noOosbiiie Bo3ayxa, Topak BEICOKO MOITPHIT-
HYJI Ha MecTe U, Maxasi pyKaMu, 3aKpHyaJt:

— Croga! Crona!

B kako#-to creneHu 310 momoriio. 3yOpuxa, SpoCTHO B3pe-
BeB, Opocuiiack Ha Topaka, ¥ TONOp MIHOBEHHUE CITYCTSI BOH3MII-
Csl B 3eMJII0 TOYHO B TOM MECTe, IJle OHA TOJIBKO 4YTO CTOsiIa. A
MOKa OHAa Iulenana yepe3 Oonotie K Topaky, TOT ycnesn crpsi-
TaThCsl 32 CTBOJI OTPOMHOTO Ay0a.

3aie3Th Ha JIEpeBO BPEMEHU y HEro He XBaTWIO — 3yOpuxa
ObLIa yKe psIOM, OH CJIbIIIAJ ee CePAUTOe COMEHUe U Jake 3a
JIepEeBOM YyBCTBOBAJT MICXOJMBIIINI OT Hee xkap. ..

W Bapyr B camMblid OCJIEAHU MOMEHT OHAa PE3KO CBEPHYJIA B



CTOpPOHY, MaxHyJIa XBOCTOM U JIBUHYJIACh B Yallly, KpyIlia IyCTOM
NO/I7IeCOK. 3yOpEeHOK Oexkal CIe/IoM.

[Mocne ux yxoma Ha Oepery pyubsl BOI[APUIIACH MPSIMO-TAKH
OIJTyIIMTEsbHAS TUIIIMHA.

Ior crpymiicsa no auiy Topaka, Korga OH B IOJIHOM U3HEMO-
JKEHUH TTPUCIIOHUIICS K CTBOITY Iyo0a.

A HE3HaKOMbIF OXOTHHK CTOSLT U, OITYyCTHB TOJIOBY, TYIIO pac-
Ka4MBAJICS U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

— ThI 4TO k€ 3TO AeNaelb, a? — 3a4bIXasACh, BO3MYILEHHO 3a-
Bormu1 Topak. — MbI ke 00a moruOHyTh MOrITH !

OXOTHHMK, HE CKa3aB eMy B OTBET HU CJIOBA, TIEPEPBITHYIT Ye-
pe3 pyyei, mogodpail CRBOM TOMOPSI, 3aTKHYJI UX 32 MOSIC U, IIap-
Kasl Horamu, BEpHYJICA Ha npexHee Mecto. Jluna ero Topak no-
NpeXHEMY PasIyIsiAeTh He MOT U3-3a TYCTOM TeHH, 3aTO OTIINY-
HO BH/JICJT MYCKYJIUCTbIE HOTM Y PYKHU M )KYTKUW U30THYTHIN HOX,
BBIPYOJIEHHBIN U3 CIIOSHOW IIacTUHbL. «Ecnu neno goitner 1o
CXBaTKH, — AyMaJl OH, — MHe HecioO0poBaTh». EMy Benp erie u
TPUHA/IIATH HE UCTIOHUIIOCh.

BHe3armHo OXOTHUK NpUBAIWJICS K CTBOJY JiepeBa — ero xe-
CTOKO PBAJIO.

Topak, TyT e 1o3a0bIB O CBOMX OMAaCeHUsIX, OPOCHUIICS Ha TIO-
MOUIp.

Hesnakomer yxe coBepiieHHO oOeccuien. OmyCTUBIINUCH Ha
YeTBEPEHbKU, OH UCTOpraa u3 ceOs KOMKU KaKOW-TO KeITOu
ciusu. [IoToM KOHBYJILCUBHO COIPOTHYJICS Y BBITUTIOHYJT TEMHBIN
CKOJIb3KHUI KJIyOOK pa3mMepoM MPUMEPHO C KyJadyoK peOeHKa U



GoJbIIIe BCEro MOXOXHUH Ha. .. KJIOK BoJoC!

B3noxHyn BeTep, 1eBebHYI BETBU IEPEBLEB, HA JIMIIO HE3HA-
KOMIIA YIaJl COJTHEUHBIN JIyd, 1 TOpak HaKOHEeIl CMOT KaK CJIeTy-
€T ero pasisiaeTh.

DTOT YeJIOBeK HaBepHsIKa ObUT OOJIeH Wi Oe3yMeH: TaMm, Tjie
OH BBIPBAJ y ceOsl KJIOUbsI BOJIOC — HA TOJIOBE M Ha MOAOOPO/-
K€, — BUJHEJIMCh KPOBOTOYAIIHE TTPOIUICIIUHBL. A BCE €ro JIUI0
TIOKPBIBAJIM CTPYIIbsI TEMHO-KEJITOTO I[BETa, MPEBPATUBIIAECS B
CILIONIHYIO )KYTKYIO KOPKY, IIOX0XYI0 Ha 6epe30Bbiii rprd. Ciusb
NO-TIpeXKHEMY JIyIIHJIa €ro, OH, KAalUIss U 3abIXasCh, BBITUTIO-
HYJI ellle OIMH KOMOK BOJIOC M, ITPUCEB HAa KOPTOYKH, IPUHSIICS
OCTEpBEHEJIO YecaTh PyKY, TIOKPHITYIO Y)KaCHBIMU ITy3bIPSIMHU.

Topak HEBOJBHO MOMATHICS; PyKa ero cama coOOM MOTSHY-
JIach K TUIEMEHHOMY OOepery — KyCOUKy BOJTUbEH IIKYpPHI, TPH-
IIUTOMY K KypTKe. YTO e ¢ HUM Takoe, C 3TUM OXOTHUKOM?

Bot Penn 6b1 cpasy onpenenmia. OHa Kak-To 0ObsICHSIIA EMY,
YTO JIMXOPAJIKA Yallle BCero HarajaeT Ha JyelioBeKa Kak pas B T0-
py JietHero COJTHIIECTOSTHUS, TIOTOMY YTO KOPOTKWUMH CBETJIbI-
MU HOYaMHU, KOTJIa COJTHIIE TIOUTH He JIOKUTCS CIaTh, Y YepBIU-
KOB, KOTOpbIE MEPEHOCST pa3Hbie O0JIe3HU, OOJiee YeM JI0CTaTOu-
HO BpeMeHH, YTOOBI BHIOpaThCcs U3 OOJIOT M HamacTh Ha JIIOACH.
BoT TOIBKO €Cir 3TO TOXKE JIMXOpaKa, TO TAaKOW JUXopaaku To-
paK HUKOT/IA B )KU3HU HE BUJIEI!

OH J10MaJ rosioBy, Kak Obl IOMOYb TOMY HecuacTHOMY. B me-
IIOYKE C [1eJIcOHBIMU TPABaMHU Y HETO OCTATUCH TOJIBKO CYIIICHBIE
JICThSI MATh-U-MaveXH.



— JlaBait s monpodyio Tede MOMOYb, — JAPOKAIIUM T'OJIOCOM
MPENJIOKWI OH. — Y MEHS €CTh HEMHOTO. .. OW, 4TO ThI, HE HAJI0
Tak! BoH y Te0s1 yxe KpoBb rormuia!

Ho 0XOTHMK IIpOI0JIKal OCTEPBEHENO YecaTbCsl, OCKAJIUB 3Y-
Obl. BBUIO SICHO, UTO OH YK€ He B CHJIaX TepIieTh HEBBIHOCUMBIN
3yl U 1axke O0b KakeTcsi eMy M30aBJIeHHeM OT STUX MYyUYeHHUH.
Bnpyr oH, BOMBIIKCH ceOe B KOKY HOTTSIMU, CTaJl SPOCTHO C/IU-
pathb B3yBIIMECS My3blpH; KPOBb PyUYEeMKAMHU MOTEKJIA 110 PYyKe.

— He nano! — kpuknyn Topak. — Yto Thl Aenaems?

Hesnakomen 3appryail ¥, TOUHO 3BEPb, IIPBITHYJI HA HETO, IIPSI-
MO-TaK{ NPULITIIWIMB K 3eMJIE.

Han Topakom coBcem OM3KO CKJIOHMJIOCH €T0 JIUIIO, MOKPbI-
TOE JKYTKOM KOPOCTOM, Oe3yMHBIE 1132 3aIUIbLIA THOEM.

— He TpoHb MeHsA! — ¢ TpyAOM BBIMOJIBWI MajbuvK. — Moe
ums. .. Topak! 4 u3... nmnemenu Bosika, 1. ..

He3Hakomell CKJIIOHWICS €lle HUXKE, €1Ba He Kacasch JMua
Topaka u 061aBasi ero 3JJ0BOHHBIM JIbIXaHUEM.

— Oma... uzger! — npommIesn ox.

TieTHO mBITasiCh MPOMIOTUTh 3ACTPSABIIMU B rOpjie KOMOK,
Topak uCIyraHHO CIIpOCHII:

— Kt0 310 — OHA?

[TokpbITOE CTPYNBSIMU JIUIIO Oe3yMIla UCKAa3MIIOCh OT yKaca.

— Thl 4yTO, cam He BumIb? — V30 pra y HEero Tak v pasJera-
Jmch OpbI3ru xentoBaro cmonbl. — Ona uaer! U tenepb Bcem
HaMm KoHelr!

On ornyctun Topaka, ¢ TpyaOM MOAHSUICS HA HOTH, OO0Je3-



HEHHO ITyPsICh OT COJTHEYHOTO CBETA, 4 [IOTOM C TAKOW CKOPOCTHIO
OpocHICs TPOUb, C XPYCTOM JIOMSICh CKBO3b T'YCTOM TOIJIECOK,
CJIOBHO 32 HUM T'HAJIMCh BCe 371ble ayxu MHoro Mupa.

Topak, onepimch Ha JIOKOTbh U TSKEJNO JBIIIA, CMOTPEST eMy
BCJIE]I.

W BApyT NOHST, YTO BCE MTHUIIH YMOJIKIIH.

Jlec ¢ yxxacoM B3upall Ha TPOUCXOASIIIEE.

Topak memyieHHO BcTasl. Berep ycren moBepHyTb U Ay Te-
nepb ¢ BOCTOKA, OH CTaJl 3aMeTHO XonofHee. Y nepeBbsi, CIOBHO
OXBaYCHHBIE 3510KOU APOKBIO, KAYATHUCh U YTO-TO IIENTATH JIPYT
apyry. «Kanb, — tyman Topak, — 4To sl HE IOHUMAIO UX SI3bIKa».
Brnipouem, OH UCTIBITBIBAJ, BUAUMO, TPUMEPHO TE K€ UYBCTBA,
4TO U JIEPEBbSI: C BOCTOYHBIM BeTpoM B Jlec 1110 uto-To crparii-
HOE ¥ HEOTBPATHMOE.

3unauum, ona oericmeumensvHo uoem.

Wpet crparniHas 6051e3Hb.

Topak 6erom Gpocuics Tyna, rje OCTaBUJI JYK U CTPeJIbl, TIO-
J00past MX, a BOT BHITACKUBATb U3 PyUbsl CBA3KY MBOBOU KOPBI U
TallIUTh €€ K CTOSTHKE BPeMEHM YKe He ObLJIO: HAJI0 KaK MOXHO
CKopee MpeaynpeanThb Jofei u3 rieMenu Bopona!



I'maBa 2

— I'ne ®un-Keaunu? — kpukHya Topak, BieTasi Ha CTOSIHKY.

— B cocenHen nonuHe, — OTBETU €My MYXKUMHA, IOTPOLIUB-
IIMA OJHOTO JIOCcOoCcsA 3a ApyruM. — [lomesn 3a KU3UJIOBBIMU BET-
KaMH — JJPEBKHU 151 CTPeJ IeaTh.

— A Caeynn? I'ne Haia KoiayHbsi?

— Omna Ha Ckane, o KOCTSAM rajgaer, — ckaszaja Topaky ne-
BYIIIKA, KOTOpasi HAHW3bIBAJIA PHIOBY TOJIOBBI HA TOHKYIO JKUITY. —
Ho Tebe nyudiiie momoxaaTh, MoKa OHa caMa OTTyJa BEPHETCS.

Topak gaxe 3y0amu ckpunHya ot gocanbl. Hy na, BoH oHa,
KOJIAYHbsI TuieMeHn BopoHa, — TopuuT Ha camoii BepinHe Cto-



poxeBort Ckasbl. Manienbkasi croponenHas purypka CaeyHH u3-
JaJii OYEeHb HAllOMUHaJIA HaxoxjuBuIylocs nruily. Crapas Koj-
JyHbsl BHUMATEJIbHO CMOTpEJa Ha JIeKaBIIMe Ha 3eMJle KOCTH,
K Heil TofIolies1 BOPOH, XpaHUTe b TUIEMEHU, OCTAHOBUJICS], CJIO-
JKUJT CBOM JKECTKHE YepHbIe KPbUTbsI U XPUILIO KAPKHYJL.

Taxk, KoMy ke ele MOXHO ObLJIO ObI BCE paccKa3arh?

Penn B nocesnke Het — ynuia Ha oxoty. Ocnaka, y KOTOporo
NoKa yTo nocenwicst Topak, HUT/IE He BUIHO. Y CTOEK, I1ie BSJIH-
Jack pei0a, oH 3ameTu1 3uanora u [lya — 3Tv MogpoCTKY U3 T1Ie-
MeHu Bopona 6111 10 Bo3pacTy O1rke BCceX K HeMy, HO IMEHHO
K HUM OH 00paTuJicst Obl B MOCJIEAHIO OYepe/ib: OHU €ro OTKPO-
BEHHO HEIOMI00NMBAIM, CUMTasl YykakoMm. Bce ocranbHble Obl-
JIV 3QHSATHI JIOBJIEW JIOCOCS, U BPSI/L JIM KTO-TO CTasl ObI CIyIIATh
HEMBICJIMMYIO HCTOPHIO O KAKOM-TO OOJTBHOM OXOTHHKE, KOTOPO-
ro oH BctpeTu B Jlecy. Topak 6eCrIOMOIITHO OTJISIBIBANICS U YKe
MOYTH HAYMHAJI COMHEBAThCS B TOM, UTO JIEMCTBUTENILHO BUJIEN
TOTO CTPAIITHOTO Oe3yMIIa: BCe BOKPYT JIBIIIAJIO TIOKOEM, BCE 3a-
HUMAJIUCh IPUBBIYHBIMU JIEJIAMHU.

CrosiHka ruiemenn BopoHa Haxoausach y U3JIy4MHBl PEKU —
Tam, rae [lupokas Bona, BeIpeIBasiCh U3 CyMPAYHOU FTOPJIOBUHBI,
¢ pesom orudaer CropoxeByio CKally U yCTpemiisieTcsi K Iopo-
ram. VIMeHHO 3T1 IOPOr¥ MHOTOUYHUCJIEHHBIE CTau JIOCOCS KaxkJ10e
JIETO U MBITAIOTCS IPEOAOJIETh, 3aBepIlIasi CROe TPYIHOE MyTellle-
CTBUE OT MOpsI B TOpHble peku. Peka compoTuBisercs, ¢ spo-
CTBIO OTOpachBasi MX Ha3aj, HO PHIOBI pa3 3a pa3oM BO30OHOB-
JISTIOT CBOU TTOTIBITKH, TPOOUBAsICh BBEPX IO TEUEHHIO CKBO3b Ha-



I'POMOXK/ICHUE BATYHOB, TyUd BOASHBIX OpBIT U TIEHBI, COBEP-
I1ast CJIOXKHEHIe MPBDKKY M CBepKast B BO3yXe CepeOpUCThIMU
OOKamu, TIOKAa He BBIOBIOTCS M3 CHJI M He MOTHOHYT WJIM XKe He
JOCTUTHYT TUXMX 3aBOJIEH MO Ty CTOPOHY TOPJIOBUHBI, €CITH, KO-
HEYHO, He TIONayT Ha OCTPOTY K JIIOASM U3 TuieMeHu BopoHna.

Korna nocock 1ienn Ha Hepecr, JIIoAu BOMBAJIM B JTHO PEKU KO-
Jibsl M YCTPAWBAJIM HaJl BOJIOM HEUYTO BPOJIE TUIETEHBIX MOCTKOB,
JOCTATOYHO MPOYHBIX U CIIOCOOHBIX BHIEPKATh CPa3y HECKOJIb-
KHMX pBIOaKOB, BOOPYXXEHHBIX OocTporamu. Takasi pelOHasi JIOBJIS
TpeOoBajia CHOPOBKH, MO0, CBAIMBIINCH B BOIY, Thl PHUCKOBAII
NIOJIyYUTh YBEUbE, a TO M YTOHYTh — peKa Obljia Oe3KaJoCTHa, a
OCTpBIE CKaJIbl Y MOPOrOB TOPYAJIM, KaK OOJOMKHU XUIIHBIX 3Y-
60B. Ho 3ato 1 100bIya cronsia pucka.

B xunmmimax He ObUTO ceiiyac HU JIyIH; BCE CTapaiiCh TO-
CKopee, MOKa He UCTIOPTHIIach prida, 00padoTaTh JTHEBHOM YJIOB:
KOITWJIY, BSUIAJIM, JIENATH JIENIeIIKUA U3 JIOCOCUHBI. MYyXKUMHBI,
JKEHINMHBI ¥ JIETH YUCTWIN Yelllylo, CAUPAIU MIKYPKY U TOTpPO-
WA PHIOWH, a TIOTOM CTapaTelIbHO Pa3esisiii sIPKO-OpaHKe-
BBIC TYIIIKM 110 XpeOTY, OUMINAsI UX OT KOCTEH M OCTaBJIsIsI HETPO-
HYTBIMH XBOCTBI — 32 XBOCT ObLIIO YIOOHO MO/IBENIMBATH 00€ BbI-
YHIIEHHBIE TIOJIOBUHKU HAJl KOCTPOM, IPUCOEIMHUB UX K OOJIb-
oM cBsaske. 3uainort U [lya pactupaiy Aronsl MOXKKEBEIBHUKA;
3aTeM STH SITOJIbl CMEIIAIOT C BSUIEHBIM U Pa3pe3aHHbIM Ha JIOM-
TUKU MSICOM, YTOObI, BO-TIEPBBIX, TPUAATH €My OCOOBIN apoMar,
a BO-BTOPBIX, OTOUTh HEMPUSATHBIN 3arax, €CJIM OH TOSIBUTCS.

B ymenbIx pykax He mpomnagaso HUUero, HA OTHOM KOCTOUKH.



[Ikypku OymyT 3aroTOBJIEHBI BIPOK, MHOTHE U3 HUX BIIOCTIE/-
CTBUU NOCITYKaT OTJIMYHBIMU TPYTHULIAMM; U3 7143 U KOCTEU CBa-
PAT KJIEU; NIeYeHb U UKPA — OTJIMYHOE YIOIIEHUE 32 YKUHOM U
IIPEKPACHOE MTOJHOIICHUE X PaHUTENIO IieMeHU BopoHa 1 gyxam
camuXx JIOCOCEM.

Bce necnbie miemena — Kabana, VBbi, Beiapsr, ['agioku, — cto-
SIBIIME Ha Oeperax pek, CTPEMWINCh MPUHATh yJacTue B cOope
ooratoro «ypoxas». A B TeéX MeCTax, rjie He ObLIO CTOSTHOK JIIO-
JIeid, K peKe MOAXOAWIIM APYrre OXOTHUKU: MEJBE/U, PbICU, Op-
JIbI, BOJIKU. [IJ11 BCeX BpeMs MIYIIEro Ha HEPecT JIOCOCs ObLIO
MPa3THUKOM — 32 HECKOJIbKO JIHEH MOXHO OBUIO CYIIECTBEHHO
TMIOTIOJTHUTD 3arachl MUIIK, KOTOpas AACT JIOASIM CHJIbl JOJITON
TSKEJION 3UMOM.

«Tak 6b110 ¢ Hawana Bpemen, — myman Topak. — Paze MoxeT
KaKOK-TO OOJIbHOI Oe3yMell BCe 3TO U3MEHUTH ?»

OH BApYr BCIOMHUJI MOKPBITOE CTPALIHOM KOPOCTOM JIMIO
HE3HAKOMIIA U €ro 3aruIbIBIINE THOEM IJ1a3a.

W B 3TOT MOMEHT yBUAEI, KaK U3 UX KUIMILA Bbiena Ocliak.
Cepnue Topaka pagocTHO HOANPBITHYJIO: Y& Ocnak-To, KOHEeY-
HO, 3HAET, KaK MOCTYIUTb!

Ho, k ero ynusnenuio, Ocnaky ciymarh pacckas o 00JIbHOM
OXOTHUKE OBLIO SIBHO HEMHTEPECHO, €ro Ky/ia OOJIbIlie MHTEPEeCo-
BaJI HOBBIM KPEMNEXK OCTPHUs HA OCTPOre.

— Tak Tbl rOoBOpHUIIIL, TOT YeJIOBEK ObUI U3 TuieMenu Kabana? —
CKa3aJl OH, HAXMYPHUBIIUChH U MOYECHIBAS ThUJIbHYIO CTOPOHY Jia-
noHu. — Hy Tak mycTh 0 HeM U 1mo3aboTutcs ux KoiuayH. — OH



kuHya Topaky octpory. — CTynaii-Ka Jy4ille K peKe — 3Haelllb,
ri€ IJIOCKHE KaMHU? — ¥ MIOCMOTPUAM, CyMEEIIb JIA ThI JIOCOCS
JIOOBITD.

Topak pacTepssHHO MOCMOTPEIN Ha HEro:

— Ho, Ocnaxk...

— Crynau, crynan! — psaBknya Ocnak.

N Topak Hexots nogunHmics. CrpanHo. M coBepiieHHO He
noxoxe Ha Ocnaka. Ocnak 04eHb PeIKo BBIXOAWI U3 cedsl, Ha ca-
MoM jziesie Topak ero cepauTsiM BooOIIIe HU pa3y He BUEI. DTO
OBbLJT OTPOMHBIN JOOPOIYIITHBINA BEJIMKAH CO CITyTAHHOU OOPOJION,
HECMOTPs Ha I0BOJIbHO-TAKU ITYTAIOLIYI0 BHEIIIHOCTh, — OH MOTe-
PAUT YXO Y U3PSIHYIO YacThb IIEKH, HE JOCTUTHYB B3aUMOIIOHU-
MaHusl ¢ pocomaxoi. I — uro 610 xapaktepHo ans Ocnaka —
pocomMaxy OH HU B YEM HE BUHUIL

«3TO MOs1 OIIMOKA, — TOBOPUJI OH, €CJIU €0 CIpAIlIUBaIH, YTO
C HUM CIIy4YWJIOCh, — I CaM €€ MCITyTrall».

Takoii yx on 6bu1, Ocnak. IMeHHO OH u ero keHa Beina niep-
BbIMH 1T03BaUTH Topaka K cede KUTb, KOrJja OH PEIvI OCTaThCs B
ruiemenn BopoHna, u Bcera Obuth K Hemy 100psl. C Apyroi cTo-
poHbl, Ocnak ObUT CAMBIM CHITBHBIM YEJIOBEKOM B ILJIEMEHH, TaK
yto Topak Bo3paxars eMy He permcs.

Ho, B34B y Ocnaka ocTpory, OH BAPYT YBUJENI HEUTO TAaKOE,
OTYEro 3aCThLI KaK BKOIIAHHBIN: BCS ThUIbHASI CTOPOHA PYKU Be-
JIMKaHa Obl1a TOKPHITA BOJIBIPSIMH.

— Y10 370... y TeOs HAa pyKe? — CIIPOCKJT OH.

— Momikapa nokycaina, — ckazan Ociak, pacyecbiBasi BOJIbI-



pu. — Komapel B 3TOM rofy — KyTb, s TAKMX Cpoy He BUeI. Beio
HOYb MHE CIaTh HE JABAJIN.

— Jla Bpozie Ha KOMapyHBIE YKYChI HE MIOXOXKE, — C COMHEHUEM
ckazan Topak. — A... He 6onuT?

Ocnak, mpojoskas yecarbesi, Hoxkas MmiedaMu:

— Jla cTpaHHOE Kakoe-TO OUIYIIEHHWE: CIOBHO M3 MEHS BCS
’KM3HEHHAs1 CUJIa BBITEKAET, BCS MO TeJIeCHas Iylla, TOJbKO
Be/lb ObITh TAKOTO HEe MOXkeET, BepHO? — Ocinak, O0JIe3HEHHO II1y-
pschb, mocMoTpesn Ha Topaka; Ka3aioch, JHEBHOM CBET PEXKET EMY
I71a3a, JIMLO €r0 BHIVIALENIO KaKUM-TO MO-AETCKU UCITyTaHHbIM.

Topak ¢ TpyIOM CIVIOTHYJI KOMOK B TrOpJie U CKa3aJl:

— 41 He Jymalo, 4TO TeslecHas Ayllla MOKET BBIMTH U3 YeJIOBEKa
yepe3 NpOCTYyIo CCAIUHY WM MOPe3 — OHA TOJILKO Yepe3 poT BO
BpeMsI CHa BBIXOOUT WM. .. KOrma... 6oneH. — OH moMommyait. —
A, noxanyi, nouity CaeyHH.

Ocnak HaxXMypuJICS:

— He nyx#na mue Caeyns! Ctynaii k peke! — Jluiio ero crpaii-
HO MCcKa3maoch. OH BAPYT MPEBPATUIICS B 37I00HOTO BEJMKAaHa,
KOTOPBIW, CTUCHYB KYJIaKH, HaBUC HaJ Topakom.

[Totom emy, Moxoxe, yaajoch B3siTh ceOsl B PyKU.

— JlagHo. .. — mpobopmoTan oH. — Thl TOKA OCTaBb MEHS B T10-
koe, xopomo? Unu-uan. Ty xaer.

— Xopouo-xopouo, yxe Uy, — ckazan Topak, Kak MOT CHO-
KOMHO.

W, yxe HanpaBJssiCh K peKe, BCe-TaKu OIVISIHYJICSL U YBUET,
yT0 OCaK MO-MPEXKHEMY PACUECHIBAET BOJABIPY HA PYKaXx, ITPH-



OopMatbiBasi: «YTeKaeT, yTekaer...» [lorom oH BcTas, cobupa-
sICb, BUJIUMO, UATU JOMOM, MOBepHYyJcs K Topaky crniuHOH, u
TOT Cpa3y 3aMETHJI y HEro 3a U3ypOAOBaHHBIM POCOMAaXOH yXOM
NPOIUICIINHY, Tie BOJIOCHI ObLTN SIBHO BHIPBAHbI, U KYTKHUI TEM-
HO-XKEJITHIA HApOCT, TIOXOXKHMI Ha Oepe30BbIi TpHo.

¥ Topaka oxoJozea0 BHyTPU.

On 6erom O6pocHiics K peke, re Ha TUIOCKOM KaMHe y Oepera
cunen maaammid Opat Ocnaka, Tysul, ¥ YMCTUT CBOM HOKX.

— Tynn! — 3akpuuan Topak. — Mue kaxercsi, Ocnak 6oseH!

U TyT %e COMBUMBO, TO U JIEJIO MYTAsCh U 3a/IbIXasiCh OT BOJI-
HEeHMS$I, TIPUHSUICA paccKasbiBaTh TY/Ty O BCTpeue ¢ OONbHBIM
OXOTHMKOM, HO Ha Tysia 3Ta UCTOpUS HUKAKOTO BIIEYATJICHUS
HE Mpou3Bea.

— Ha 310 BCe MONIKa NpokJIsATas! — ckazai oH. — Kaxjoe jero
ot Hee criacy HeT. A Ocnaka MOIIIKa PSIMO-TaKu C yMa CBOIUT.

— 910 He Momika! — Bo3pa3ui Topak.

— Jla ThI caM MTOCMOTPU: BOH OH, CUJJUT ce0e CIIOKOIMHO, U BCe
y Hero B nopsiike. — Tyl yKa3za B CTOPOHY IJIETEHBIX MOCTKOB.

W touHo: Tam Ha Koproukax cuien Ocnak, Jepxka B pyKax
OCTpPOT'Y; Ha KOHIIE OCTPOTH YK€ TPEeNbIXaJCsl O4epeIHON JIOCOCh.

Topak, 3akycuB ry0y, orsaencs. Bokpyr napwim Mup 1 no-
Koit. PeOsTuiiku urpasim Ha Oepery, KUIasch [eTbIMU TPUTOPIII-
HsIMU OnecTsinei peiobeil yenyu. beccrpaiiiibie Mosozibie BOpo-
HBI IPa3HUIIM co0aK, HaxaJbHO Jieprasi ux 3a XBOCThL. [laTuner-
Hu# chiHumKa Tyina, [lapu, muienan 60CMKOM 0 MEJTKOBOJIBIO,
Jepika B pyKe UrpyIIeaHoro 3yopa, kotoporo Ocnak caenain emy



U3 COCHOBOW HIMILIKH.

U Bce xe myma Topaka Obula TIOJHA JTyPHBIX TIPEIYYBCTBHIA.
OnHaKo OH CKaJl B pyKe OCTPOTY M HalpaBWJICS K TJIOCKMM KaM-
HSIM.

Tak Ha3BIBAIMCH YeThIpe OOJBIINX BayHA, PACIOJIOKEHHbIS
9YyTh HIKE IJIETEHBIX MOCTKOB M ONMKe K MOpOram; rmo 3THM
KaMHIM MOXHO ObLJIO JOOPaThCs UyTh JIM HE IO CEPEIUHBI PEKH.
C HUX HAYMHAIOIIIKE PHIOOTIOBHI M YYMITUCH OUTh PhIOY OCTPOroW,
MOTOMY YTO Ha HHMX TOpasJio Jjierdye ObLJI0 COXPAHUTh PaBHOBE-
cHe, YeM Ha IIAaTKUX MocTKax. Tysur ykaszan Topaky Ha nepBbli
KameHb, HO Topak ynpsiMO HarpaBWIICSl HA YETBEPTHIM, CaMblii
nanbHui oT Oepera. OH M caM He 3HAJ, Yero KJAeT; MOHUMAI
TOJIBKO, UTO JAOJIKEH ObITh HAYEKY.

— Crnienn 3a peiOoi! — kpukHyn emy ¢ 6epera Tyt — Heuero
Ha BOJIy CMOTpETH!

Ho He cmotpeTs Ha Boy Topak He mor. OHa Tak ¥ Kunesa Bo-
KPYT CKOJIb3KHMX, TIOKPBHITHIX MOKPBIMH JIMINAWHUKAMH BAJTYHOB,
¥ B HEll TO U JIEJIO CEpeOpUCTHIMU BCIIBIIIIKAMH MEJIbKATH KPYTI-
Hble peIOMHBL. OcTpora oKa3aaach CIUIITKOM JJTMHHON U TskKe-
JIOH, ¥ 3aMaxH1BaThCs €10, COXPaHsIsl TPU STOM paBHOBeCHE, ObLIO
oueHb Heslerko. Ha koHIle y octporu Obl1 OCTpBIN Tpe3yOel] u3
pora — TaKMM JIETKO MOKHO OBUIO yaepsKaTh JToOylo peIOy, eciu,
KOHeuHO, Topaky Korja-HuOyIb yAacTCsl 3Ty PbIOy MPOTKHYTb.
I[Toka uTo Bce ero NONbITKY 3aKaHYMBATUCH Heynadel. Korna on
KW C OTLIOM, OHU JIOBWJIM PHIOY TOJBKO C TIOMOIIBIO JIECKH U
Kpiodka. [103ToMy ¢ OCTpPOroil OH ymen yIpaBisIThCS — O YeM



3UaoT He yIycKas cilydasi HalIOMHUTb eMy — He JIy4llle CeMU-
JIETHETO MaJIBIIIIA.

Topak 3actaBun cedsi cocpenotounTbes. Ynapui. [Ipomax-
Hyscs. Y 4yTh He cBasIWjICS B BOAY.

— Tw1 Mok aUCH, KOT/Ia OHA ¢ TOOOU MOpPABHSETCS, a YK MOTOM
Oeii! — 3aopai emy c 6epera Tyt — U cMoTpu, Korjga oHa BHU3
10 TEYEHUIO UJET, ycTasiasi!

Topak npeanpuHsiI elie ogHy NoMbITKY. M cHOBa mpoMaxHyJ1-
col.

OT KOCTPOB, I/Ie BSUTAJIH U KOTITHJIN PBIOY, TIOCTIBIIIANICS CIAB-
JeHHbI cmex. Jlnno Topaka BCHBIXHYJIO. 3MAJIOT SIBHO HAcsa-
KJIAJICS €T0 HEJIOBKOCTHIO.

— Huuero, y Te0s yxe sydriie noixydaercsi! — CHOBa KpUKHYJI
Ty, xenas mogbonputh Topaka, TOCKOIBKY XBaJIUTh €T0 IMOKa
91O OBLIO He 3a uTo. — Tak u nmpojomkai! A st CKopo BepHYCh! —
W Tynn otomen ot Gepera, 4ToObl NOAOPOCUTH TOIUIMBA B KOCT-
PbI, HaJ] KOTOPBIMU BSUTAJIACh pbiOa, a MasieHbkuid [Japu ocrasicst
UrpaTh CO CBOUM 3yOPEHKOM Ha MEJKOBOIbE.

Ha kakoe-to Bpemsi Topak 3a0bu1 000 BCeM, TOTJIOIIEHHBIN
OJIHUM >KeJIJaHWEeM: HEelpeMEHHO MOWMaTh pPhi0y U MpPU STOM He
YPOHUTb OCTPOTY M HE CBAIUTHCS B PeKy. Bckope oH ObLT MOK-
PBIM C TOJIOBBI JIO HOT: OPBI3TU TaK U JIETEIN — MOTyJasi, ObicTpast
peKa HakaTblBajia Ha BaJyH BOJIHY 32 BOJIHOM.

Bapyr ¢ MOCTKOB J0Heccsi TPOMKUM KpHUK, U Topak pe3ko
BCKUHYJI ToJIoBy. U TyT ke ¢ oOnerdeHreM B3/1I0XHYJT: OKa3ajioch,
310 OClak Hajiea Ha OCTPOry odepeaHoro jococst. OnHuM ynaa-



POM TMPUKOHYMB PHIOWHY, OH OITYCTUJICS HA KOJIEHO W MPUBBIY-
HBIM JIBUJKEHHUEM CHSLJT €€ C OCTPUS.

«Jla HeT, ¢ HUM JIEUCTBUTEIILHO BCE B MOPAIKE», — perul To-
pax.

W 1yt 3ametun, yto Ocnak onsiTh NPUHSIICS PACcYeCchlBaTh Py-
Ky. [loToM BApYT SIpOCTHO BIEMUJICS B Ty 3/I0POBEHHYIO OOJISTU-
Ky 32 YXOM.

Jlocock 3BMBAJICS y €ro HOI' Ha MOCTKAaX, 3aTEM COCKOJIb3HYJ
B Boay, HO Oclak, He 0OpaTHB Ha HEro HU MaJIeWIlero BHUMa-
HYS$1, CBHPETIO OCKATMJICS, COAPAT OOJSUKY U... CYHYN €€ B POT.

Topaka nepeaepHyJIo OT OTBpAIlIEHUs1, OH YyTh B BOJly HE CBa-
JIVJICSL.

Conniie 3amnuio 3a Tydy. Boga nouepnena. Mzapixaomuii jio-
COCh, MOMMaHHBIM OCIIaKOM, ITPOIUIBUI MUMO KaMHS, A Ha
Topaka paBHOLYIIIHBIMM MEPTBBIMU IJIa3aMHU.

Topak obepHyJics k 6epery. Ha MenkoBobe HUKOTO He ObLIO.

Hapu ucues.

Co cTOpOHBI MOCTKOB CHOBA pazaaiics Kpuk Ocraka.

Topak OBICTPO MOBEPHYJICS Ty/IA U OLIETICHEN OT yKaca.

Hapu, nomarsBasch, e M0 MOCTKaM K asne, a Ocnak Ma-
HUWI ero K cebe, nake He qyMasi HEMeJIEHHO BEPHYTh MaIbIIIIA
Ha Oeper.

— Wnu ko MHe, [Japu! — rpoMKo 3Bajl OH IJIEMSAHHUKA, U To-
paKk yBUZAEJ, YTO JIMLO €ro MCKaXEHO KAKOM-TO CBUPEIION ad-
HOCThIO. — i ckopeii ciona! §1 He 1mo3Boi0 UM 3a0paTh HaIlU
aymm!



I'nmaBa 3

Ha 6epery HUKTO He 3aMeyall TOro, 9YTo TBOPUTCS HA MOCTKAX.

«Her, — pemmmn Topak, — 51 TOJIKeH HEMEJIEHHO YTO-TO Mpel-
TIPUHSATD | »

Jlepxa B pyKax OCTpOry, OH MOBEPHYJICS K Oepery u TyT 3a-
MeTuI1, 4yTo U3 Jleca ¢ pa3HbIX CTOPOH MOYTH OIHOBPEMEHHO TO-
SIBUJINCH ABOE.

C BOCTOKA K CTOSIHKE HanpaBJisuiack PeHH, B OHHOM pyKe Jep-
’a CBOW JIIOOMMBIH JIYK, a B APYTOM — CBSA3KY JIECHBIX TOIYOEH.

A c3anaja, cjerka npuxpambiBasi 1 ONUPasiCh HA MOCOX, LIEJ
®un-KenuHH; Ha muieye OH HEC BA3aHKY KU3WIOBBIX BETOK.



Oba B OOVH MUT MOHSUIM, YTO MPOUCXOIUT, W KaXIbII Mel-
JICHHO OITYCTHJI Ha 36MJIIO CBOIO HOLIY.

Yrob6s Ocrak ux He 3ameTwi1, Topak mocnenius OTBjedb Be-
JIMKaHa.

— Yro ciayuniocs, Ocnak? — KpUKHYJI OH. — MOXeT, 1 yem
MOTYy MIOMOYb?

— Hukto MHe nomoub He cMoxeT! — mpopesen Ocnak. — Mou
JyIITW U3 MEHs BhITEKAOT! A oHu ux eosim!

Tenepy yxke MHOrMe mepecTaiy padoTaTh U CMOTpPEId Ha
Ocnaka. Matp [lapu ¢ kpukoMm Opocuiiack K MOCTKam, HO Tyt
yaepxain ee. ’Kena Ocnaka, BeHa, CTUCHYB Ky/laku Tak, 4TO I0O-
Oesen KOCTSIIIKY MajblieB, npuxana ux ko pry. Ha Ctopoxe-
Boi1 CkaJjie HenoABUKHO 3acThuia CaeyHH.

PenH Tem BpemeHeM yxke noOpaiach JO MOCTKOB, M BCE XK€
®uH-KeauHH, HECMOTpsA Ha CBOK XPOMOTY, omnepenun ee. U
MoJT4a MPOTSHYJI € CBOM MOCOX.

— KT0 ect TBOM ny1mm? — nponoykasl TpoMKo Bonporiars To-
pax.

— Jla pbiObI ke! — Kentas cnusb nokasanach Ha rydax Ocna-
ka. — Coumu 3yoamu! CBouMu ocTpbhiMu 3youtiiamu! — M TKHYT
NajblleM B KUILAIYIO JIOCOCEM BOAY, IJe, KaK €My Ka3ajocCh,
CTpaIIIHBIE TBAPH C 3yOaMU I'PBI3IH U COKPYIIATIH €ro TeIECHYIO
JyIy.

Topaky crasio crpaiiHo. Benp 1 ipaBia, Takoe ciy4aercs Ino-
PO C TEJIECHOW TyIIOW YesloBeKa, €CJIM OH CJIMIITKOM HU3KO Ha-
KJIOHUTCSI HaJl BOJIOW, HO OOBIYHO peKa He TPUYUHSET JIIOASIM



Bpena. Bot ecm yenoBek OosneH, Toraa peka IeHCTBUTENLHO MO-
JKET BBI3BATh Y HETO TOJIOBOKPYXKEHUE, U OH CBATIUTCS B BOLY.

— Ckopo mMou Ayl MeHsl MOKUHYT, — mpocToHas Ocnak, —
U s CTaHy xankuM npuspakom! Mnu cropa, dapu! Peka xouer
3a0path Hac!

PebeHok konebasicsi, HO, TOCTOSIB HEMHOTO, CHOBA NMOTHXOHb-
Ky TOIIIEN K JIsijie, TPUXUMast K IPyAu CAETaHHOTO U3 COCHOBOM
HIAIIKY UTPYHIEYHOro 3yOpa.

Tosnbko B 3Ty MUHYTY TOpak OCMENMIICS HAKOHEL TOCMOTPETh
Ha PuH-Kenunna.

JIui1o BOX /151 3aCTHUIO, CJIOBHO BBICEUEHHOE U3 NecyaHuka. OH
nepexBartui B3rAA Topaka u, MpUkaB yKa3aTebHbIM HaJiel] K
ry0am, riazamu ckazai emy: «Thl HaXOOUIIbCS MEXAY HUMU U
noporamu. Ilocrapanics nepexBaTuTb Ux».

Topak kuBHy1. EMy 061710 X0M01HO. OH 00XBaTHI ce0s1 pyKa-
Mu. Horu ot cTosiHisI Ha MOKPOM BaJlyHE COBEPLIEHHO 3aCThUIH,
PYKU HAUMHAJIU APOKATh.

Hakownen [Tapu no6pancs no Ocnaka, 1 TOT, OTOPOCHB B CTO-
POHY OCTPOTY, IOAXBATHJI MaJIbIIIA HA PyKU. MOCTKM KauHYJIHCh
Y YIpO’Kalollle MPOCEU MO/ HUM.

— 91, Ocnak, — HErpoMKO OKJUKHYNI ero dun-KenunH, HO
T0JI0C €r0 CTPaHHBIM 00Pa30M OKA3aJICsl XOPOIIO CIIBIIIEH BCEM,
HEeCMOTpSI Ha IIIyM TOporoB. — BepHuch-ka Ha Oeper.

— OtBsikuch! — psBkHyA Ocnak.

N Topak, k cBoeMy yxacy, yBuae, uto Ocliak yke rotoB Iep-
HYTb 3a CIUICTEHHYIO U3 JIbIKA BEPEBKY, KOHEIl KOTOPOU ObLT IPH-



BsI3aH K CTOJIOMKaM, MOAePKUBAIOIIUM MOCTKH; OJTMH CUJIBHBIN
PBIBOK — M MOCTKH PYXHYT, a BMecTe ¢ Humu Ocnak u lapu.

N Topak He BbIACpKAT:

— Ocnak, nociymiad MeHs, 31o 51, Topak! He Hazo. ..

Ocak 37100HO OTrpBI3HYJICS:

— A KTO THI TaKOM, YTOOBI yKa3bIBaTh MHE, UYTO HAJIO, 4 UTO HE
Hay10? Thl BooOIe He u3 Hamero rmemMenu! Kykymonok! Enb
Hallly NIy, KUBElIb B HAMX AoMax! fA-To cibliman, Kak Thl
tarikoM B Jlec xogui1 ¥ BbUT TaM, 3Bajl cBoero Boska! Bece mbl
97O chblmanu! YTto, HUKaKk CMUPHUTBCS HE XOYelllb C TEM, YTO OH
HUKOT/IA K TeOe He BepHEeTCs?

PeHH f1axe cMopimiack OT cocTpaganus, HO Topak U ria3om
He MoprHyJI. OH BUEN TO, Yero noka He 3amevan Ocnak: PuH-
KenuHH, 4yTh MpuXpamMbiBasi, OCTOPOKHO MOAOMpacs K pa30y-
IIeBaBIIIEMYCS BEJIUKAHY.

Bapyr Ocnak mnomartHysics, yrposxarwolie KayHyJuCh MOCT-

Hlapu OT ucrmyra packpbLl pOT U BO BCE TOPJIO 3apeBe.

®uH-KennHH Tak 1 3aCThLI HA MECTe.

— 91, Ocnak! — CHOBa HErPOMKO OKJIMKHYJI OH.

Ocnak pe3ko 0OepHYJICS U 3T00HO OCKAITUIICS:

— Jlydine nepxuch OT MEHs TofasIblie !

dun-KeauHH MOTHSAI PYKH, CJIOBHO TOBOPS, UTO M HE COOM-
paJicsl K Hemy IpuOIrKaThCsl. 3aMeTUB, UTO BCe TUIEMs B yxKace
B3UpPaeT Ha HUX, BOX/b MTPECIIOKOMHO yCesICsl HA MOCTKH, CKpe-
cruB Horu. OH OBUI IIarax B IIECTH OT Oepera U OTJIMYHO TIOHH-



Maut: ecii Ocnak JIepHeT 3a BEPEeBKY, MOCTKU HEIPEMEHHO 00-
pylIaTcs, HO TeM He MeHee BHJI Y Hero ObLT HACTONBKO Oe3Msi-
TEKHBIA, TOUHO OH CHJIUT BEYEPKOM Y KOCTpA.

— Ocnak, — moMoJI4aB, CIOKOMHO ckasayn ®uH-KeauHH, — ThI
e TPEKPacHO 3HAelllb, YTO IJIeMs BBIOPAo MEHsI BOXIEM BO
MMSI CBOETO CITOKOMCTBHUS U 0€30IMaCHOCTH.

Ocnak 0OM3HYJ ryObl, HO HUYETO He OTBETHII.

— Wl moCKObKY ThI TOXE WIEH HAIIETo TUIEMEHH, — MPOAOJIKAI
®dun-KenuHH, — S HEMPEMEHHO TOCTapaich U Tede 00eCTieunTh
NOJIHYI0 6e30macHOCTh. Thl TONBKO ormycTy Jlapyu Ha MOCTKH U
MO3BOJIb €MY TOJIOUTH KO MHE. A sl OTHECY ero K MaTepu, XOpo-
11o?

JIumo Ocrnaka crierka pacciaaduioch U Kak-To OOBHCIIO.

— Ornycty MasibuMKa, — nopropui ®PuH-Keanns. — Emy nas-
HO yKHWHATh MOpA. ..

Cwuiia, 3aKJII0YEHHAsI B €r0 TUXOM T'0JIOCe, IBHO HaYMHAIa JIei-
cTBoBarh. Ocnak MeJIEHHO pa3:xajl pydyoHKHU [apu, KoTopbiMu
TOT OOBWJI €ro MIel0, U OMYCTHJI MAJTBIIIA HA MOCTKHU.

Hexotopoe Bpems [lapu cMOTpest Ha Hero, CJIOBHO MPOCs pas-
pellieHu s, TOTOM MoBepHYJIcA U nonon3 Kk PuH-Keaunny.

®uH-KequHH NpUNOgHSIICS, ONEPIIMCh HA OJHO KOJIEHO, U
MPOTSIHYJT K peOeHKY PYKHU.

U Tyt lapu cy4aiiHO BBIPOHWJI MPSIMO B BOJLY CBOETO UTPY-
IIIEYHOro 3yOpa W3 COCHOBOW IIMIIKH U, C TOPECTHBIM BOTLIEM
MOTSIHYBIIIKChH 32 HUM, YyTh CaM He cBaJIwics B peky. Ho ®un-
KenuHH ycnien BCKOYMTB, CXBATUTh €ro 3a Oe3pYKaBKY W IPH-



Kathb K cebe.

[Mo coOpagimeiics Ha Gepery Tojre MpoJeTes B3I0X odJerie-
HUSL.

V Topaka OT NepekUTOro yxaca rmoJKamuBaauch Horu. OH
BUJICJT, YTO BOXK/b IUIEMeHU BOpoHa, OCTOPOKHO CTymasl, HeceT
Hapu k O6epery. Bot oH yxe coBcem Omm3ko, BOoT Ty Geper y
Hero Jlapy ¥ Kpenko NpukKUMaeT ChiHA K TPY/IH. . .

A Ocnak Tak ¥ OCTaJICsl CTOSITh HA MOCTKaX, MOX0XKUH Ha KOC-
MaTtoro 03ajlaueHHoro 3yopa. BepeBka JaBHO BBICKOJIb3HYJIA Y
HEro U3 pyK; OH He CBOIWII IJ1a3 ¢ Oyprisiiei Boasl. Pun-Keaun,
HE TOBOPsI HY CJIOBA, BEPHYJICSA K HEMY, B3sUI 32 TUICUH U YTO-TO
HECJIBIIITHO MPOIIENTAT €My Ha YXO.

[Mocne ero cnos Teno Ocnaka pa3oM 0OMSIKJIO, ¥ OH MOCITYIITHO
norien ¢ Pun-Kequanom Ha 6eper. Tam Ha Hero HaOPOCUIIUCH
Pa3oM HECKOJIbKO MYKYMH U TIOBAIMIM Ha 3eMumio. Ociak, Ka3a-
JI0Ch, OBUT BEChbMa 3TUM 03ajIa4yeH U, TIOX0Ke, BOOOIIe He TIOHU-
MaJl, Kak OH CloJja MomaJ.

Topak, mepenprIruBasi ¢ OHOTO TIOCKOTO KaMHsI Ha APYTOW,
TOXKe oOpacs 10 Oepera u OPOCHII OCTPOTY Ha TIECOK, YYBCTBYS,
YTO €ro ObeT CTPAIIHBIN 03HOO.

— Yro ¢ 1060i1? Tebe 1mioxo? — BCTPEBOKEHHO CIPOCHJIA
Penn. Ha ee TeMHO-ppIKHMX BOJIOCax OJecTeny BOMASHBIE OpbI3-
T, a IO OBUIO HACTOJIBKO ONIETHBIM, YTO Ha CKYJIaX OTYETIUBO
NPOCTYNUJIA TUIEMEHHAsI TATYMPOBKA — TPH TEMHBIE TIOJIOCKH.

Topak nokauas rojoBoii, MoHUMasi, BIpoyeM, uto Penn emy
HEe OOMaHyTb.



A uyTb noopains ot HUX PuH-Kegunn cnipammban y CaeyHH,
yXe ycrneBIen cirycTuThesl co CtopoxeBor CKabl:

— Yro ¢ HUM Takoe?

Bokpyr HUX K 9TOMy MOMEHTY COOpajioCh MOYTH BCe TIIeMs.
Crapasi KOJI1yHbsl COKPYIIIEHHO MOKayaja roJIoBOM:

— Ero mymm 6opiotcst Apyr ¢ JpyroM.

— 3HaYHUT, 3TO YTO-TO BpoJie Oe3ymusi? — nmpeanonox1 OuH-
Kennnn.

— Bo3moxkHO, — orBeTria CaeyHH. — Ho 51 Takoro HuKorja He
BUJIEIIA.

— 4 Bugen, — Bmemascs Topak. 1 ObicTpo pacckazan BOXK/IIO
Y KOJIJIyHbE O CBOEU BCTpeUe ¢ OXOTHUKOM M3 TuieMeHn KabaHa.

CaeyHH ciymajia ero oueHb BHMMATENbHO, U JIMIIO €€ BCe
6ombIire MpauHesno. OHa OblIa cTapiie BCeX B IUIeMEHH, IPHYeM
Ha MHOTO-MHOrO JieT. CTapoCTh UCCYyIIUJIA €€ MIOTh U OTIONU-
poBajia OOTAHYTHIN KOKEH Yepen Tak, UTO OH MPHOOPENT OTTEHOK
CTapoy KOCTH, a 3a0CTPUBLIMMUCS YePTAMU JIMLIA KOJIAYHbS KY-
Ja OOJIbIIIe TIOXO/IMIIA Ha BOPOHA, YeM Ha KEHIIUHY.

— Jla, MHE ¥ KOCTH CKa3ajii O TOM K€, — TOPECTHO B3/I0XHYJIa
OHa. — §l MX packuHy/a U Mpoysa MocjaHue, KOTOpoe Macuo:
«OHa uger».

— Ectb ¥ eme koe-4yto, — ckasana Penn. — Korga g oxoru-
Jlach, TO BCTpeTuIa B Jlecy HECKOJIBKO YeI0BeK U3 MiieMeH! VIBhI.
OmuH u3 Hux Obl1 GoneH. Bech B s3Bax. Barisn 6e3ymMHBIN.
Kyts! — I'maza Penn kazanuchk yepHbIMEU O€3/I0HHBIMU KOJIO/IIA-
MH, Korjga oHa nocmorpena CaeyHH npsamo B quno. — Keraru,



KOJI/IyH U3 rieMeHn VMBI mpucian tebe BECTOUKY: CKa3al, 4To
TOKE PACKU/IBIBAJI KOCTU M KOCTU TPU JHS MOAPS/L TOBOPUIIU EMY
omHO U TO ke: «OHa uaeT».

Jliony BOKpYT 3alllenTalvcCh, CKpEeIuBas Majblibl, YTOOBI OTO-
THaTh HeBeZloMoe 3710. HekoTopbie 61aroroBeiHO Kacaauch CBO-
MX TOTEMHBIX 3HAKOB — YEPHBIX ONIECTSIIMX NepbeB BOPOHA, TIPH-
KPEIUIEHHBIX K OfIEXK]IE.

Mononoii oxoTHUK MTaH pelmmTenbHO arHys Brepe, HO Jiu-
1O €r0 BBIVISIZIEN0 PACTEPSHHBIM.

— 4 ocraBui bepy Ha xonme, OHa Tam KallKaHbl IIPOBepsIa. Y
Hee Ha pykax ObUIM Takue ke BOJIbIpH, Kak y Ocnaka. 3ps 1,
HaBEpHOE, €€ TaM OCTaBWJI, a?

dun-KenunH nokayvas royioBoi. JIuio ero ocraBajgioch HEMpo-
HHIIAEMBIM; OH 32 {yMYMBO IJIAIJ CBOIO TEMHO-PBIKYIO OOpOY,
HO Topak 4yBCTBOBaJI, YTO MBICJIM BOXK/s1 HE 3HAIOT MOKOSI.

3arem Pun-KeaunH, OyATo OYHYBIIMCH OT CBOMX MbICTIEH,
cTan ObICTPO pa3aBaTh MPUKA3AHUS:

— Ty, Utan, Bo3pMUTE €111 Jiiofiei ¥ OBICTPO COOPYIUTE KH-
JIMILIE B JIMIIOBOU pOILLE, MoJabIe oT cToAHKU. [lotom oTBean-
te Tyna Ocnaka u 11a3 ¢ Hero He ciyckainte. A Tol, BeiHa, naxe
OJIM3KO He JI0JDKHA K HeMy MoaxonuTh. [IpocTu, HO MHOTO BBIXO-
na 'y Hac HeT. — OH noBepHyJics K CaeyHH, U ero roiyOble 71a3a
6ecHy M. — B MOJHOYb ¢ MOMOLIBIO UCLIENSIONIEro o0psiia Thl
BBISICHUIIb, B YEM TYT IIPUYMHA.



I'nmaBa 4

YueHuia KoJIyHbH B3sij1a por 3yOpa, 3a4eprHyJia UM ropsideit
30J1bl U3 KOCTPA U BBICHITIANA €IlE JbIMSIIYIOCS 30J1y MPsSIMO Ha
CBOI0 OOHAKEHHYIO JIAIOHb.

Topak Tak 1 OXHYJI.

Ho yuenunia KonayHbM Jaxe He OMOPIIUIACS.

V ee Hor Ocnak sipoCTHO CKped HOI'TSIMU 3EMITIO, OTHAKO CBSI-
3aH OH OBUT Kpemnko. [la K ToMy ke ero ele ¥ MprUMOTaIN PEM-
HSAMM K HOCWJIKaM M3 OJIEHbEH LIKYPbl B OKUAAHUU TIOCIEAHETO
3aKkJIMHaHus. bepa yxe mpoiiuia 3ToT o0psif, U ee CHOBA YHeCIU
B XKUJIMIIE, TOCTPOEHHOE JIJIs1 OOJIbHBIX, — OHA TUKO Kpuvasa, u



el CTaHOBWJIOCh TOJIBKO XYXKe.

Konaynss minemenn BopoHna 1 ee yuenuiia ncmpoOoBasi Bee.
CaeyHH Ma3aja sI3bIKM OOJbHBIX KPOBBIO 3€MJIM, YTOOBI U3THATH
O6e3ymue. 3arem, MPUBS3aB K Malbl[aM PbIOOJIOBHBIE KPIOUKH,
OHa BMajia B TPAaHC, HAJIESCh C MOMOIIBIO ITUX KPIOUKOB MOM-
MaTh YCKOJIb3AIOIIHE IYIIA HecyacTHbIX. [IoTOM npuHsiacek oky-
pUBaTh OOJTBHBIX JILIMOM MOKKEBEIbHHUKA, YTOOBI U3THATh U3 UX
IUIOTH YepBel, BbI3bIBAOIINX Oose3Hb. Ho HUUTO He momorao.

[1nemsa Bopona npurtuxiio, oxuaas, korga CaeyHH npUroro-
BUTCS K MOCJIEOHEMY MAaru4ecKOMY pUTyasly. S3bIKM IIaMEHU
BBICBEUMBAJIM B TEMHOTE HANPS>)KEHHbBIE JIULIA JIIOACH.

Housb Oblia sxapkoi, 38e3aH0i. [TouTr nmosiHas yHa CKOMb3uU-
na B HeOecax Hax Jlecom. Berep ynercsi, HO B BO3yXe CbIIlia-
JIOCh MHOKECTBO 3BYKOB. [loTpeckuBan KOCTpbl, HaJl KOTOPbIMA
BsuMIach pbida. [TokpuKkrBai BOPOHBI B Y3KOW PEUYHOU rOpiio-
BuHe. PeBesna Boga y noporos.

KosgyHbs nozponuia Kk HOCUJIKaM, Ha KOTOpBIX Jiexkan Ocliak,
Y POCTepJia KOCTISABBIE PYKH K JIyHE. B OHOU pyke OHa CKHU-
MaJjia CBOM Marm4eckui amyJieT, B IPyrord — KpPacHyIo CTpely ¢
KPEMHEBBIM HAKOHEYHHKOM.

Topak ykpaakoii B3IJISIHYJI HA YY€HUILYy KOJAYHbU, HO IO JIU-
Iy ee ceiiuac HMYero mpoyecTh ObLJIO HEBO3MOXKHO: €r0 TOJICTBIM
CJIOEM MOKpbIBaJIa peuHasi IJivHa. M 3To CyecTBo ¢ MacKor BMe-
CTO JIMIIa COBCEM He OBLIO MOXO0Ke Ha MPeKHIoI PeHH.

— O, OroHb, OYKMCTH TEJIECHYIO AYIILy STOrO YEIOBEKA. .. — MO-
HOTOHHO BbIneBasia CaeyHH, Kpyka y HOCHIIOK.



A PenH, npuceB Ha KOpTOUYKHU Bo3jie Ocliaka, TOHKOU CTpyH-
KOU ChITIaJIa eMy Ha 0OCBIe CTYITHU ropstayIo 30y. Ociak cToHa
oT OOJM ¥ 10 KPOBH KycaJsl IyObl.

— O, OroHb, OUYUCTH €ro MJIEMEHHYIO IyIYy. ..

W Penn noceinana 3o10¥ 1o Mecto Ha rpyau Ocnaka, rae ou-
JIOCh cepaLe.

— O, OroHb, OYMCTH €ro BHEUIHIOW ay1ry, ero Hanyak. ..

U PenH crapatenbHO pactepria ropsiayio 301y 1o J0y 00i1bHO-
ro.

— Coxru, COXTY NOCEUBIIMICS B HEM HEIYT. ..

Ocnak 4To-TO 37100HO BHIKPUKHYJT U TUTIOHYJI B KOJITYHBIO KPO-
BaBOU CJIIOHOM.

[lenoT pazoyapoBaHus BOJTHOM IIpooOeskat 1o Tojme. Yapsl He
JEMCTBOBAJIN.

Topak gaxe apimars nepecrai. M Jlec y Hero 3a CriuHOM TOXke
3atux. Jlaxe JUCThsl OCUH, TOXOXKE, IEPECTAIN TPENETaTh, OKU-
Jasi pe3y/IbTaTOB UCIEISIONIEro oopsia.

Kak 3aBopoxkennsii, Topak cmorpen Ha CaeyHH, KOTOpas
KOHIIOM KPacHOM CTpeJibl prcoBaja Ha rpyau Ocnaka crivpaib U
XPpUILIO OOpMOTaa:

— Beixonum, 60se3ub, Beixoau! 113 Mosra kocrent — B Koct. U3
KOCTE! — B ILJIOTh. ..

Bapyr Topak, BENUBIIMCH NAIblIaMU B 3KUBOT, COTHYJICS T10-
1I0JIaM OT HeOKUIaHHOM pe3koii Oonu. [Ipogomkas ciyimars, Kak
KOJIAYHbsI BBIIIEBAET CBOM 3aKJISATUSI, OH YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO BHYT-
PEHHOCTH €MY CJIOBHO Pa3IUpAET YTO-TO OCTPOE. ..



KosgyHpsa MeIJIEHHO 3aKOHYMIIA pUcoBaTh Ha rpyau Ociiaka
CrMpajb ¥ CHOBa 3a00pMoTaa:

— W3 tuiotu — B KOKy. VI3 KOXUM — B cTpedny. ..

U cHoBa y Topaka pe3Ko CBeJIO KMBOT; Ka3aJloch, O0Ib eMy
MPUYMHSIIOT UMEHHO ciioBa CaeyHH. ..

«A 4TO, eci U s1 32001117 — MeJIbKHYJIa Y Hero MbICTb. — YTo,
€cJii 9Ta 0OJIe3Hb TaK U HAYMHAETCs 7»

KT0-TO Kpenko B3si1 ero 3a miedo. 1o Obu1 Pun-Keannu, HO
CMOTpeJI BOX/Ib HE Ha HETO, a Ha KOJIAYHbIO.

— U3 cTpenbl, — MPOH3UTENBHO BRIKpUKHYJIa CaeyHH, BCTaBast
Ha HOTH, — B OroHb! — M1 OHa CyHyna cTpeity B IBIIIYIIHE )KapoM
YIJIM KOCTpa.

K HeOy B3BUJIOCH 3e1eHOBATOE IJIaMsl.

Ocnak IMKO BCKPUKHYJL.

Io Tonme mponeTesn UCITyraHHbIY IETOT.

CaeyHH OecCHIIBHO YPOHUJIA PYKHU.

Yapel HE noMorJIu.

Topaxk, 3a:xaB KUBOT pyKamu, OOPOJICS C MPUCTYIIAMH AyPHO-
THI.

Brpyr y kocTpa MenbKHYya yepHasi TeHb. To OblUT BOPOH, Xpa-
HUTENb TUIeMeHu. Bopon Jieten npsimo Ha Topaka. Topak xoten
ObUTIO YKJIOHUTHCS, HO PuH-KequHH yaepkan ero Ha mecte,
BOPOH B MOCJIEIHIOI0 CEKYHAY CBEPHYJI B CTOPOHY. XPaHUTEIb
SIBHO OBbLJT pa3rHEBaH: ero IjieMsl MOABEPIJIOCh HaMaJeHuIo Bpa-
ra! Ho Topak HuKak He MOT MOHSTh, I0YEMY BOPOH HAOPOCHIICS
VIMEHHO Ha HETO.



OH nonsITazcs nepexBaTuTh B3IVIAA PEHH, HO OHa 1axe roso-
BBl B €TI0 CTOPOHY He nosepHyna. Ctos Ha koneHsax Bosie Ocia-
Ka, OHa BHMMAaTEJIbHO BIVISABIBAJIACH B T€ OTMETHUHBI, KOTOPbIE
OCTABUJIA Ha 3€MJIE €TI0 HOITH.

BripBasiics u3 rienkux pyk @un-Keaunna, Topak 6pocuiicst
0exaTb — MIUMO YacOBBIX, IPOYb U3 jareps, B Jlec.

JloOpaBIIch 10 3aJIMTON JIyHHBIM CBETOM TIOJISTHKU, OH PyX-
HYJI Ha 3eMJIIO, LIETUIAACh PyKaMU 3a CTBOJI SICEHS, M €0 CHOBA
TaK CKPYTUJIO, YTO NOTEMHEJIO B IMa3ax. [Totom k ropiy noxcry-
nuia TOHOTA, U Topaka Hayalo BbIBOPAYMBaTh HAU3HAHKY.

% %k %k

3akpuyaia coBa.

Topak NOgHSAI roJI0By MU HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl CMOTpEJ Ha XO-
JIOOHBIE 3BE3[Ibl, IPOCBEYMBABIINE CKBO3b YEPHYIO JIMCTBY sice-
Hs. [IoTOM COCKOJB3HY Ha 3eMIIIO M, CBEPHYBIIUCH KJIYOKOM,
00XBaTHJI TOJIOBY PyKaMHU.

TolHoTa ¥ roJIOBOKPYKEHUE MOYTHU MPOILIH, HO €r0 CUJlb-
HO 3HOOWII0. EMy ObLTO cTparniHo 1 oguHoko. Ho pacckasath 00
9TOM OH He MOI HUKOMY, faxe PeHH. ITycTs oHa ero apyr, HO OHa
TaKKe M YUSHHUIIA KOJIyHbU. Y Hemb3s1, YTOOBI OHA 570 y3HAJIA.
ITOro HUKTO 3HATh He A0JkeH. Eciu oH peiicTBUTENIbHO OOJIEH,
TO JIy4llle yMEpPETh B MOJHOM OIMHOYECTBE 37eCh, B Jlecy, uem
NPUBSA3aHHBIM K HOCHJIKAM.

W TyT B Oy11y ero 3akpajuochk yxkacHoe nogospenue. Ociak ro-



BOPWJI, YTO OHU TIOKUPAIOT €ro TYIIH. .. BpUIo 1 TO 60pMOTaHM-
eM Oe3yMIia, WK BCE Ke B €0 CJIOBaX MMEJIACh TOJMKA TPaB/IbI?
Topak 3aKpbLT 171232, TMHITAsICh HUA O YeM OOJIbIle He AyMaTh 1
TOJIBKO CJIyLlIaTh HOUHBIE 3BYKHU Jleca — Tpenu 4epHOro apo3aa,
MOINMCKMBAHU S MAJIMHOBOK B MOJIECKE, KOPMUBIIIUX ITTEHIIOB.

Bcio cBoto ku3Hb Topak OpoanII 1Mo ropam M J0JIam € OTIOM,
Jepikach OT Jiioael nofgassiie. crunHble ooutatenu Jleca, 3Be-
pY ¥ ITHUIIBI, ObLIN €ro IpY3bsiMHU U CIyTHUKaMu. U 1o mogsm
OH HUKOIJa He CKy4dasl. Tak 4To KWTb B IUieMeHU BopoHa emy
OKa3zasoch Hesnerko. Crompko ymi Bokpyr! Tak mMano BpemeHun
yzaercsi moObITh OqHOMY. K TOMy ke B 9TOM TJIeMeHU OH ObLI
yykakoM. W :)ku3Hb, KOTOPYIO BEJIM TH JIIO/IU, OYE€Hb CUJIBHO OT-
JIMYasach OT €ro MpeKHeu KU3HU.

A eme Topak yxacHo cKkyvais 1o Bosky.

310 yiKe nocne rudesu oTia OH HaTKHYJIcs B Jlecy Ha masieHb-
KOro BOJTYOHKA. [[Ba Mecsiia MOTOM OHU BMECTE OXOTUJIUCH B Jie-
Cy, ¥ He pa3 000MM rpo3uiia cTpairHas ornacHocTb. Torma Bomk
BeJT ceOs1 Kak camMblil OOBIKHOBEHHBIN JIETEHBII — Oe3 KOHIIA ITy-
TaJICA O]l HOTaMU U BO Bce coBajl cBou Hoc. Ho mopou Topak
YYBCTBOB&JI, YTO UMEHHO OH BEJIET €T0; B TAKME MUHYTHI SIHTAp-
HbIE 171232 BOJTYOHKA CBETUJICh CTPAHHOM YBEPEHHOCTHIO. Bripo-
yeM, Topak Bcerma 4yBCTBOBAJI B CBOEM UYETBEPOHOIOM JIpyre
ponctBeHHyo ayiny; Bonk Obi1 emy 6patom. U ceiyac 6e3 Boi-
Ka emMy ObLJIO O4Y€Hb, OUeHb ILIOXO.

Topaky 4acTo XOTes0Ch OTIPABUTLCS €r0 UCKATh, HO B IITyOU-
He JIyIIi OH TIOHUMAJI: eMy HUKOTJa OOJIbIlie He HAWUTU JOPOTU



Kk Cesmennoit ['ope. Jla u Penn nmoxnreepnuia ero onaceHus, ¢
OOBIYHOM MPSIMOTON 3a5IBUB:

— Ilpomas 3uma JIEUCTBUTEBHO OKa3ajach HE TaKOW, Kak
Bce npoure. Ho teneps... Her, Topak, s nymaio, U3 TBOUX MO-
WCKOB HUYETO HE BBIMIET.

— Ia 3Hato 51! — ¢ 1ocaion OTKJIMKHYJICA OH. — Ho MHe Kaxer-
Csl, 4TO €CJIM BCE-TaKU BpeMs OT BPEMEHM 3BaTh BoJka, TO OH,
MOXET ObITh, MEHs YCIIBIIIUAT U MTPUTET.

[Tponuio nonrona, Ho Bosk Tak u He nosiBUiCA. Topak Ibl-
Tajics yoemuTts cebs1, 9To 3TO Jaske XOpOIIo: 3HAYNT, Bonk BHos-
HE CYACTJIMB CO CBOEN HOBOM cTaey. Ho 0T4ero-To co3HaBarh 310
obL10 OonbHEe Beero. Heyxenu Bonk coBcem mo3adwin o Hem?

W3nanu ¢ BETpoM JI0 HEro JIOHECHCh €/1Ba CIIbIIIHBIE 3HAKO-
MBbI€ 3BYKHU.

Topaxk TyT ke cel.

Bomnubs cras! Bowot, npa3nHys y1ayHyio OXOTY.

Topak 1mo3adbbi1 1 0 00JIe3HU, ¥ 000 BCEM Ha CBETE — BOTUbSI
MECHSI MOXBATWJIA €r0, TOYHO MOIIHBIM MTOTOK.

OH OTIMYHO pa3auyasl CUJIbHBIE T0JI0Ca IJIaBHBIX BOJIKOB
crau, u Oosee cnabble U BBICOKHE TOJI0CA OCTAIBHBIX €e uJjie-
HOB, KOTOpbIE JIUIIIb YBAXKUTEJbHO BTOPUJIM OCHOBHBIM MEBLIAM,
Y CPBIBAIONIMECS HA BU3T TOJIOCa BOTYAT, MPOOOBABIIMX MTPHCO-
eIMHUTBLCS K 001ieMy xopy. Ho, yBBI, cpeii Bcex 3TUX TOJIOCOB
He ObUIO CJIBIITHO TOTO €UHCTBEHHOTO T0J10Ca, KOTOPBIM OH Tak
CTPACTHO MEUTaJl YCJIbIIIATb.

BripoueM, oH 3HaJI, YTO HE YCIBIIUT 3TOrO rojoca. Ero Bosk



JIAJIEKO HAa CEBEpe CO CBOEM cTaeil. A BOJIKM, KOTOPBIX OH CJIbl-
LIMT Celvac, KUBYT B BOCTOYHOU yacTu Jleca, coBceM Helaneko
OTCIO/Ia, Ha XOJIMax.

W Bce-Taku MOMBITATHCSI HY)KHO ObUIO HerlpeMeHHO! 3aKkpbiB
ra3a, Topak MogHec CI0KeHHbIE PyIOPOM JIaIOHU KO PTY U MPO-
BbLJI BOJTYbE IIPUBETCTBHE.

B ronocax BOJIKOB cpa3y MOCBILIAINACH TPEBOTA U HANIPSIKeE-
HUE.

«['ne Tl OXOTHIIbCA, BOJIK-OAUHOYKA?» — IPOBbUIA [VIABHASA
BOJIUMIIA. Bompoc nmpo3Byyas pe3ko, TOUYHO ITPUKa3.

«Ha paccTossHIM MHOTMX IIPBIKKOB OT Bac, — OTBETU Topak
no-BoTubK. — CKaxu, cpeqiv Bac ecTh OOJbHbIE?»

OH He ObUI yBEpeH, YTO CyMeJl MPAaBWJIBHO BHIPA3UTh 3Ty
MBICJIb, U, TOXOKE, BOJIKY TIOHSJIM €70 HEMPABUJIBHO.

«Hamma crass — xopomas crast! — oOMKEHHO 3aBbLTM OHU. —
Camas nyumas cras B Jlecy!»

Topak, B 00111eM-TO, HE CJIMIITKOM HAJEsUICS, YTO OHU MOUMYT
ero. He Tak yx XOpoOIIO OH MOHUMAaJ BOJTYHM SI3bIK, 4 BBIPAXKATh
M0-BOJTYBKM COOCTBEHHbIE MBICJIH [TOYTH COBCEM HE YMEIL.

«A Bce ke, — MoayMaJs OH C BHE3aHON OCTpOi O0JIbI0, — MO
Bosk HerrpeMeHHO MOHsUT Obl MeHS !»

Bomubsa necHs BApyr CMOJIKJIA.

Topak oTKpbUI I1a3a. Y cHOBa OYyTWIICS Ha 3aJIMTOU JTyHHBIM
CBETOM IIOJISIHE, B 3apOCISAX TEMHbIX IAIOPOTHUKOB U TABOJITY —
TOYHO OTO CHA OUHYJICS.

HerpoMko 3axionajiy Kpblibs, 1 HA BETKY PAOOM Cesa Ky-



Kymka. OHa BHUMAaTeJIbHO cMOTpena Ha Topaka KpyIibIM IJia-
30M B KEITOM OOOJIKE.

On BcrioMHMII, Kak Ociak Mpe3puTesibHO nmpopeiyait: « Tel BO-
o6rie He u3 Haiero TieMeHn! KykymoHok ! » KoHeuHo, 310 ObL1
npocto Open cymaciieiero, Ho B 4eM-To Ocnak npaB. Kykyti-
Ka [MMCKHYJIA U YJIeTeNa: KTO-TO €€ CITyTHYJL.

Topak GeciryMHO BCTas, pyKa cama coOo0i IOTSHY/Iach K HO-
Ky.

3anuTas SIpKUM CBETOM IOJIsSIHA Ka3ajdach COBEPIIEHHO ITy-
CTOM.

B nByx 1m1arax Kk BOCTOKY MpOTeKasl HeOOJIBINION pyydeek, CTpe-
muBiuics K Iupokoir Boge. Topak ocTopoxHO ocMOTpesn
OMMKHIOI YacTh Oepera B MOMCKaX KaKMX-JIMOO CJIe0B, HO HH-
Jero He OOHapPYKWJI, He Hallle 1aXe MEepCTUHOK, 3aCTPSIBIINX B
TpaBe, WM HaJJIOMJIEHHBIX BETOUEK.

Ho kTo0-TO BCe-Taku mnpstaics psagoM! Topak 4dyBCTBOBa
370!

[logHsB roJIoBy, OH BHUMATEJILHO BIVISIACIICS B TEMHYIO KPOHY
pacKkuaucToro Oyka.

W 3ameTw1, 4TO U3 BETBEU MPSAMO HA HETO CMOTPUT KaKOe-TO
cymiectBo. Manenbkoe. 3106H0e. Bosochl kKak cyxas Tpasa, a
JIMLIO — U3 JINCThEB!

OH BHJIE] €T0 OJIHO JIMIIIb MTHOBEHHE. 3aTeM B3JI0XHYJI BETEP,
1IEBEJIbHYJI BETKH, U CYLIECTBO MCYE3JIO.



OH TaK ¥ CTOsUT MOl AEPEBOM, 3aCThIB KaK UCTYKaH, AepxKa B
PyKe HOX U 3a/IpaB rojioBy BBEPX, KOIJa €ro oTeickana PeHH.

— Uro ciayyuioch? — BCTPEBOKEHHO cripocuiia oHa. — [Toye-
My Tl yoexan? Thl uto, chen uro-HuOyaps He T0? — Eii siBHO He
XOTEJIOCh BBICKA3bIBaTh BCIYX MPEANOI0KEHHE O TOM, UTO U OH,
BO3MOKHO, OOJIEH.

— Ila HeT, co MHOI1 Bce B nopsiake, — coBpai Topak. Ho pyku
€ro CHUJIbHO JPOKaJIH, KOIJIa OH 3aCOBBIBAJI HOXK B HOXKHBI.

— Y 1ebs ryObl COBCEM cepble, — 3amMeTus1a PeHH.

— Huyero, Bce yxe MpoIuio, — CHOBa COBpaJl OH.

Korna Topak ycesncs ¢ Heto psiioM o OykoMm, PeHH mestbkom
DJISTHYJIa eMy Ha PYKU: HUKAKuX BOJIABIpEN BUJHO He ObUIO, U
OHA B3JIOXHYJIa ¢ 0OJIerYeHreM, CTapasich, BIPOUEM, HE BbIIAThH
OXBATUBILYIO €€ PaJOCTh.

— Moxer, Tebe 1mIoxou rpud nonascs? — mpearnosioKuia OHa.

— A Taitnwiii Hapogn, — He cityias ee, cnpocuit BApyr Topak, —
KaKOU OH Ha BUI?

—Yr0? [la THI k€ HE XyKe MEHS 3Haelllb, YTO OHU TOYHO TAKUE
ke, Kak MBI ¢ ToOoM! XOTsI eC/ii MOBEPHYTCS CIIMHOM, TO MOXKET
MIOKa3aThCsl, YTO OHU OYATO CTHUWIIM. ..

— A nvia y HuX Kakue?

— 4 xe ckazana: kak u y Hac! A uyto? [louemy ThI cripammvBa-
ellb?



Topak mokayas rojoBowu:

— Mae nokaszanoce, 1 4TO-TO Takoe Buuen... M momymain:
a 4uto, ecm 310 TaiHeii Hapon Ty 6ose3Hb BhI3Ba?

— Her, — cka3asia Penn. — 1o Bpsg . — OHa no-npexHeMy
HE pellajach pacckaszaTb €My, YTO y3Hasla BO BpeMsl UCLIESIO-
miero oopsina. Her, 3to e npocto HecripaBeaBo! [ocrie Becero
TOro, 4to TOopaky 0BEIOCh NEPERUTh POILLION 3UMOM !..

YToObl OTIIOKUTH HEMPUSATHBIN Pa3roBop, PeHH crycruiiack K
PYYbIO U IIPUHSIIACh CMBIBATh C JIMIIA TJIMHY, HO CIIEpBa C TPy-
JIOM CKOBBIPHYJIA C JIAJIOHEW TOJICTBIM CJIOM, TTO3BOJISIBUIMM CIO-
KOMHO JepkaTh B pyKax ropsdyio 3oiy. Ilorom HapBasa nenyio
MIPUTOPILHIO BJIAXKHOTO MXa M BEpHyJIach K Topaky.

— [punoxu mox ko 10y, — Benena oHa emy. — Cpasy jerue
CTaHeT.

YceBmMCh HaNPOTHB, OHA BBITPSIXHYJIA U3 CBOETO MEIIOYKa
C MpUINACaMU HECKOJIBKO JIECHBIX OPEXOB U MPUHSIACh KAMHEM
pazouBath ckopiynku. OIHO SIIPHIIIKO OHA MPOTsHYIa Topaky,
HO OH OTKazajicst. OHa 4yBCTBOBaJa, YTO MM OOOMM HE XOUeTCs
TOBOPUTH O OOJIE3HHU, HO 00 OHU TOJIBKO O HEeW M AyMaloT.

Topak cripocuJ, Kak OHa ero OThICKaJa.

Penn ¢wipkHyna:

— 51, MOXeT, 1 He yMEI0 Pa3roBapuBaTh IO-BOMYbU, HO YK
TBOW-TO BOM 3aIpOCTO IJe Xoyellb y3Hat! — OHa nomonyasia. —
Ot Bosnka no-npexHeMy HU CIIyXy HU OyXy?

— Her.

PenH cbena emie opex.



— Ckaxu, Be/Ib 3TOT MCHEIISIONIMA 0Ops. .. He TToMor? — Ha-
KOHeI| HeyBepeHHO cripocun Topak.

— [Noskanyu, nocse Hero UM crajio eie xy:xe. Terneps n Ocnak,
u bepa cunraior Bcex B IjieMeHU CBOMMM Bparamu. — PeHH Ha-
xMypuiach. — CaeyHH TOBOPUT, UTO CIIBIIIAJIA PAHBIIE O TIOI00-
HBIX HE/Iyrax — TOJIBbKO OYEHb-OYEHb JIABHO, cpa3y mnocie Benu-
kou Bonnbl. Torna BeiMupanu 1esble miemeHa. Hanpumep, mie-
ms Kocynu, miems Bobpa. Ona roBoput, 4To KOrjaa-To, BO3MOX-
HO, CYITIECTBOBAJIO CPEACTBO, CIOCOOHOE UCIENTUTD 3Ty OOJIe3Hb,
HO Tereph BCe M03a0bLI, KaK TOTOBUTH 3TO JIEKAPCTBO. A elrie
OHa TOBOPHT — 3TO O0JIe3Hb, KOTOpasi KOpeHHUTCs B crpaxe. M ca-
Ma Kak Obl BhIpaIlMBaeT 3TOT cTpax. Kak nepeBo — JucThsl.

— Kak nepeBo — yicths1, — menorom nosropui Topak. ITogo-
OpaB ¢ 3eMJIM BETOUKY, OH MIPUHSLICSI HETOPOILIMBO CUMIIATH C
Hee KOopy. — A OTKy/la OHa IMPUXOIUT, 3Ta O0JIe3Hb?

Bce. Bonbiie monmyare Obuto Henb3si. Eit mpupaetcs Bce emy
pacckasarthb!

— IlomHwmIb, — HEXOTA Hadana PeHH, — yto Ocnak roBopui
Ha MOCTKax?

Topak CTUCHYJ NaJIbIIAMU [TAJIOUKY.

— Ha. 4 Toxe Bce Bpemsi 00 3Tom nymato. OH ckazan: «OHu
€/1SIT MOM JIyIIIH. . .» — TOpak CIJI0THYJI KOMOK B ropie. — Heyxe-
s 310 [oxuparenu Qyni?

W BOpyr NOHS, YTO NTULIBI BOKPYT MEPECTAIIN I1E€Th, & TEMHbIE
JIepeBbsl HACTOPOKMUIIUCH.

— ThI Beap 310 XOTeNa ckaszarb? — cupocui oH Penn. — Ilo-



TBOeMy, uMeHHO [loxuparenu [y 60e3Hb BbI3IBAIOT?

Penn orBetniia He cpasy.

— Bo3moxHO. A Tebe Tak He KaxeTcs?

Topak BCKOUMIJI M HEPBHO 3a0erall 1o MnoJjsiHe, cimodas CBoei
NaJIKOM BEPXYyILIKU NMarnopoTHUKOB. [1oTOM ocTaHOBWICS M CKa-
3aJ1, MOKaB TUICYAMMU:

— He 3nar. {1 He 3Ha10 gaxe, KTO OHU Takue.

— Topak...

— EquHcTBEHHOE, UTO $1 3HAI0, — BOCKJIMKHYJI OH C HEOKU/1aH-
HOH SIPOCTBIO, — YTO OHHM OBLTM KOJIYHAMH M JICUMITH JIIOZIEH, a
TIOTOM CTaJT TBOPUTH 3710! U elre 51 3Ha1o, 4To MOM OTell ObUT MX
3aKJISATHIM BparoM, XOTsl caM OH HUKOIJa HUYEro MHE U HE pac-
ckaspiBaL. — Topak cpyOms BepxylKy narnopotHuka. — U ere
1 3HAIO, YTO CJIYYWJIOCh HEYTO TAKOE, YTO CIIOMWJIO HX, JIUIIIHAJIO
BJIACTH, ¥ OHU KYAA-TO MCYUE3JIH, A JIIOAU CTAJIM JyMaTh, YTO OHU
ucue3nu HaBcerga. Ho 1o 6bu10 He Tak. M mponuisiM etom. .. —
OH 3aITHYJICS, — MPOIILJIBIM JIETOM KaKOK-TO XpoMoHoruit [Toxu-
patens [y co3man Toro measesi, KOTOPBI yOusa Moero otia!

Topak cepauTo TOMHYJI HOTOM U OTIIBBIPHYJI CBOIO MAJIKY.

— A d4ro, eciu Tl ommbaeibesi, PeHH? — cipocuit oH, B3$B
ce0s1 B pyku. — UT0, ecim 3To BOBCE U HE. ..

— Topax... Her, TbI nociyman MeHs! [leno B Tom, uro Ocnak
HAyepTUJI Ha 3emJie 3HaK. DTO ObLT Tpe3yOel — TAKUM KOJITyHbI
soBaT ayum. U ato cumon Ioxuparenen [y



I'naBa 5

[Noxxuparenu dym!

KX cymiecTBoBaHME TeCHO MEPEIIesioch C ero JKU3HBIO, ¥ BCe
€ OH 3HaJl O HUX OYEeHb MaJIO. 3HaJl JIUlIb, YTO UX CEMEPO, BCE
OHU M3 Pa3HBIX TUIEMEH U KaXbIH OJePIKUM JKaKI0W BJIACTH.

['me-to HUXke MO TEYEHUIO MPOH3UTETbHO B3BU3THYJIA JIUCHU-
1a. B MpOTHBOMNONIOKHOM YTy JKWIJIUINA HE CIajia, BOPOYAIach
c 60Ky Ha 60k BemHa: TpeBokwiIack, 6emHas, o myxe. A Topak,
CBEPHYBIIKCH B CAJILHOM MEUIKE, IyMaJl, KaKoe e 3710 J0JIKHO
ObL10 nocenuThes B 3TuX [oxkuparensx [lyin, eciv oHU ciocoo-
HBI HACTIATh HA JTIOJIeW TaKylo O0JIE3Hb, OT KOTOPOU OHU BHIMUPA-



IOT LIEJIBIMH TIJIEMEHAMM. . .

Heyxenu motom 310 3710 OyzieT npaButh BceM Jlecom?

Her, nogquunuts cede Jlec He moxeT HUKTO! HUKTO He MoO-
KET 3aBOEBaTh JIEPEBbs WIH CIIENaTh TaK, YTOOBI 3BEPHU TIepecTa-
JIM CIIeIOBaTh JIPEBHEHIIIEMY pactiopsi/IKy KU3HU, B OCHOBE KO-
TOPOrO JIEXKUT JYHHBII Mecsi]. HUKTO He MOXET MpUKa3biBaTh
OXOTHHMKAM, IJle UMEHHO OHHU JIOJI’KHBI OXOTHThCS.

Korma Topak HakoHell 3acHY/I, TO ¥ BO CHe He oOpes Io-
kosi. COH, NMPUCHUBIIUICS €My, ObLJT TIOUCTUHE YXACEH: CKPIO-
YUBIIKACh HA TEMHOM CKJIOHE KAaKOTr'O-TO XOJIMa M ITOXOJIOJEB OT
y’kaca, OH BHUJEJ, KaKk K Hemy noanomsanT Oe3nvkue [loxupa-
teau lymr. OH momnbiTancs BCTaTh, OeXaTh OT HUX, OTTOJKHYII-
Cs1 PyKOHM OT 3eMJIW, M pyKa €ro HaTKHYyJIach Ha YTO-TO MSTKOE,
NOKpbITOe yemryer. Y 3ta TBapp M3BMBanace U Kycanacs! OH
B yXkace pBaHyJICSl B CTOPOHY, HO OKa3aJioCh, UTO KOPHU Jiepe-
BbEB IJIOTHO OOBWIIM ero Horu. Kakasi-To TemMHas Kpbljaatas TeHb,
HIypIlia KOXKUCTBIMU KPbUTbSIMU, KAMHEM yTiana ¢ Hebec... U Tyt
[Moxuparenu [y HACTUTIIH €ro, U 371004, HICXOAMBIIAS OT HUX,
oO)Xuraja, Kak OroHb. ..

Korga Topak npochyscs, Hactynan paccger. [Jpixanue Jleca
OKYTAJIO IEPEBbsI TYMAHHOM JbIMKOI. V1 OH y:xe TBep/1o 3Hal1, YTO
JOJIKEH ClIeNaTh.

— Ocnaky Jiydiie He cTajno? — cupocui oH Beany, nomennms



Ha 1opore.

— Jla Het, Bce TO ke, — B3JOXHYJ/A OHA.

Topak 3aMeTWJ1, 4TO IJ1a3a y Hee MOKPACHENH OT CJIE3, HO OHa
TaK THEBHO IVISTHYJIA HAa HETO, YTO EMY Cpa3y pacXoTesloCh ei Co-
YyBCTBOBATb.

— To1 ®un-Keaunna He BUEna? — cnpocuii oH. — MHe ¢ HUM
MIOTOBOPUTH HYKHO.

— OH Ha Gepery. TosbKO TbI ObI JTy4Ille OCTaBHII €70 B TIOKOE.

Ho Topak cinymarte ee He craj.

Bokpyr yxe BoBcio Kurena padoTa. PeIO0TOBB ¢ ocTporamu
B PyKax 3aCThUIM HA MOCTKaX HaJ| PEKOMW, KTO-TO pa3zkKuray Ko-
CTpBI, KTO-TO TOTOBWJ ey. M3naneka JOHOCUIICS 3BOHKHMI CTYK
MOJIOTa 10 KaMHI0. Bce crapanuch 4eM-To 3aHATh ceOsl, YTOOBI
He qymath 00 Ocrnake u bepe, CBA3aHHBIX U 3aMEPTHIX B OT/IEIb-
HOM SKUJTUIIIE.

Topak norien no Tpone, UayIien BIoiAb Oepera BHU3 IO Te-
YEHUI0 PEKU — MHUMO TOPOroB U 3a U3Iy4YHMHY. Bckope crosiH-
Ka ckpbutach U3 Buay. 3aeck [lupokas Boga craHoBuack 3Ha-
YUTEJIBHO CIIOKOMHEE, JIOCOCH MEJIbKAIM B TEMHO-3€JIEHOM BOJIE,
TOYHO cepeOpHUCTbIe APOTUKU.

®un-KeauHH, yCTPOUBILIMCH HAa BAJIyHE Y CAMOU BOJbI, MacTe-
pun Hoxx. HeoOxomumble 11st 3TON pabOThI MHCTPYMEHTHI JIekKa-
JIM PSIIOM: JIBA TSIKENBIX KaMHS, CITYKUBIIAE MOJIOTOM M HAKO-
BaJIbHEM, MPABUJIbHBIA KaMEeHb U Yallla, MOJHAs YEPHOU KUIIsl-
el COCHOBOM cMmonbl. Y Hor ®uH-KenuHHa BO MXY BBICKJIACH
HeOOJTbIIIasi TOpKa KAMEHHBIX OCKOJIKOB, OCTPBIX KaK WIJIBL.



Crouo Topaky Mooty K BOK/IIO TUIEeMeHU OJIvKe, U cepylie
ero pamoctHo 3abwinock. OH Bcerna Bocxumaicss Oun-Kenun-
HOM, HO HeMHoOro nodausasics ero. Korma noru6 orer;, ®un-Ke-
JUHH NpuH:AT Topaka B CBOE IJIeMs, HO HU pa3y HE MPEAJIOKUII
YCBIHOBUTH ero. U Bes cebs1 ¢ HUM Kak Obl HEMHOTO OTCTpaHEH-
HO, CJIOBHO PEIIWJI He TIOJITYCKaTh €ro K ce0e CIUIITKOM OTU3KO.

Topak oCTaHOBWJICSA U, C:KaB KYJIaKH, BBIIABUII U3 ceOsI:

— MHe Hy’KHO MOTOBOPUTH C TOOOM.

— Hy Tak roBopu, — kuBHy/1 ®PuH-KenuHH, He nogHUMas 1Jias.

Topak CyZOpOXHO CIJIOTHYT M TMPOOOPMOTAT JOBOJIBHO
HEBHSTHO:

— IMoxuparenu dymi... DT0 OHM HACKLIAOT OONEe3Hb! A MHE
camoii cyap0oi BeJIeHO ¢ HUMU cpaskathbesi. U 51 Oymy cpaxarbest
¢ HUMHU!

®uH-KevHH MoT4a M3y4dajl TEMHO-KEIThI KaMEHb pa3me-
pOM ¢ ero KyJak. 1o 6bu10 Mopckoe itno: penkas Beip B Jle-
cy. Ilnems BopoHa ucnonb30Baio /1151 U3rOTOBJIEHUS OPYKHUS B
OCHOBHOM CIJIIO[ly, POT WJIA KOCTb, IOTOMY 4YTO KPEMEHb — /14 €11IEe
B Buzie Mopckoro Sliira — MOXHO ObLIIO HAWTH TOJIBKO Ha TO0e-
pexbe, Iie MOPCKUe IjieMeHa OOMEHUBAIM €r0 Ha POr U HIKYp-
KU JIOCOCH.

Topak B OTYasiHUM CMOTPEJ Ha MOJTYABIIETO BOXK[s, HO BCE
e MornpoOOoBajl HayaTh elle pas:

— 4 nomxeH ocTaHOBUTH MX! §l JONKEH MOJIOKUTh ITOMY KO-
Hen!

— Kak? — cnokounno cipocunt PuH-KennnH. — Tol ke He 3Ha-



elb, rae oHu. I HUKTO M3 Hac He 3HaeT. — OOHUM U3 TIKEJIBIX
KaMHEeW, TOYHO MOJIOTKOM, OH IpocTydan Bce Mopckoe Ao,
9YTOOBI YOEIUTHCS, UYTO B KPEMHE HET TPEIIHH.

YV Topaka HEBOJILHO BBICTYIWJIM Ha IJ1a3aX CJIE3bl, U OH MO-
CHEUIHO CTPSIXHYJ UX C PECHULL: STOT OCTOPOXKHBIM CTYK KaMHs
0 KaMeHb BbI3BAJI B €T0 JyIlie OoJie3HeHHbIe BocIoMUHaHusI. OH
BBIPOC MO/ 3TU 3BYKHU — OTEIl YaCTO KOJIOJI KPEMEHb Y KOCTpa, —
Y OHU Ka3aJIMCh eMy BOIUIOIIEHHEeM 0e30MacHOCTU. AX, KaK OH
ommoancs!

— PeHH cka3zasia MHe, — Hayaj OH, — YTO KOIZIa-TO JABHO CIoAa
yKe Mpuxoausa Takasi 6one3ns. M Torga ee ymenu jieuuts. Tak,
MOJKET OBITb. . .

— VIMeHHO 3TO 51 BCIO HOYb U MBITAJICS BBISICHUTb, — CKa3ajl
®un-KenuHH. — X0AAT C1yXH, YTO OIMH U3 KOJIIYHOB, JKUBYIIUX
B camom Cepaue Jleca, 3HaeT, Kak UCLIEJTUTh TAKOM HEYT.

— I'me ke ero Haittu? — Bckpuuan Topak. — M kak pa3goObiTh
3TO CPEACTBO?

®un-KenuHH OvH pa3 CUIIBHO M PE3KO YIAPWJI [0 KPEMHIO,
U y «sda» POBHEHbKO OTKOJIOJNACh camasl BepXyllka. BHyTpu
Mopckoe Ao ObUI0 TEMHO-SIHTAPHBIM C KPACHOBATHIMU MPO-
KUIKAMH.

— He cnemm, — ckazan Boxap. — CniepBa nogymau. Herepre-
HUE He J0BefeT Te0s 10 1o0pa.

Topak nociynHo 3aMo4al v cesl Ha 3eMITI0, TepeOsi TpaBUH-
Ky.

ManeHbKUM MOJIOTOYKOM U3 pora ®@uH-KearnHH 0CTOPOKHO,



TIIATENIBHO PACCUMTHIBAS CHIIY YIapa, OTKAJIbIBAI OT KPEMHS
OCTpBIE KyCOUKH OINPEAETIEHHOIO pa3Mepa v TOMIUHBI.

«Tyk! Tyk!» — HETOPOIIMBO MPUTOBAPUBAII MOJIOTOK, CJIOBHO
npusbiBas Topaka IMpOsABUTH TEPIIEHUE.

Hakonen ®un-Kenunn 3arosoput:

— Houblo Ha Jloake K HaM NpPUILIbLIA KEHIIWHA U3 TJIEMEHU
Briippl. ¥ HUX Tam 1BO€ 3a00JIEBIIINX.

Topak noxononen. [Tinems Beiapbl o06uTasno ganexo Ha BOCTO-
ke, Ha Oepery o3epa Toropa.

— 3HauWT, OHA yXke Be3Je. .. — MpoOopMoTai oH. — M MHe Ha-
JI0 TTIOCKOpEE OTBICKATh A0pOry K ToMy konayHy B Ceparie Jleca!
Ecnu eme ocranace XOTh Kakas-TO HaJEKIA. . .

®uH-KequHH B3J0XHYI.

— A KOro elte Tbl MOXelIb MocJiaTh? — crpocuy Topak, unras
Ha JIMIIE BOXK/Isl COMHEHUE. — Thl Hy:keH 3/1ech. CaeyHH CIIMIITKOM
cTapa JJIg Takoro IyTelecTBusA. Bee ocranbHble TOXKE 3aHATHI:
HYKHO yXa)XUBaTh 32 OOJLHBIMU, OXOTUTHCS, JIOBUTH JIOCOCS. . .

®un-KeauuH BeIOpa pe3ell U3 OJeHbEero pora MPUMEPHO B
najiell JJJIMHOW Y HECKOJIbKUMM JIETKUMU JABUKEHUSIMU 3aTOUMIT
OJMH U3 OCKOJIKOB KPEMHH.

—[nemeHa, obuTaroiue B JIECHOU Yallle, HAllluMH JIeJIAMHU T10-
YTH HE UHTEpeCyIoTCA. [louemy Thl pelm, 4To OHU 3aXOTAT HaM
MOMOYb ?

— A 370 elle ogHa NPUYMHA, 110 KOTOPOM MOUTH Ty/a A0JIKEH
MMeHHO s1! — 3aropesics Topak. — Mosi MaTth poJoM U3 ILJIEME-
Hu biaropogHoro Onens! Tak 4TO 51 UM BCe-Taku POACTBEHHUK,



OHU JIOJKHBI OYyT MEHSI BBICTYIIIATh !

[IpaBaa, marepu cBoerr Topak He 3HAI: OHA yMepJia, €/1Ba OH
ycries OSIBUThCS Ha CBET, a [IOTOMY 0COOO0 YBEPEHHOCTH B COO-
CTBEHHBIX CJIOBAX ceivyac He MCIBITHIBAI.

JInno ®duH-KeaunHa ciierka AporHysio U CHOBa OKaMEHEIIO;
B35B B PyKH OYIyIIIyI0 PYKOSITh HOXa — KyCOK OEpIIOBOM KOCTH
CEBEPHOI'0 OJIEHSI C 3apaHee MPOJCJIAHHOW B HEW ILENbI0, — OH
0OMaKHYyJT 3aTOYEHHBI OCKOJIOK KPEMHSI B COCHOBYIO CMOJTY U
BOTKHYJI €r0 B IIPOPE3b.

— A Te0e He TPUXOAWSIO B TOJIOBY, — CKa3al OH, — 4To [Toxwu-
parenu Iy umeHHO 3Toro u aobuBatcsa? — Ero cuHue rinasza
TaK MPOH3UTEIbHO CBEPKHY/IM, YTO TOpak He BblIep:Kal U MOTY-
nsics. — [Iporuioit 3uMon, 1ocjie TBOero CpakeHus ¢ 3aKOJII0-
BaHHBIM MeJIBE/IEM, 51 3aITPETHJT BCEM TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM Clydae
¢ dykakamu. Bripouewm, Tebe 3TO N3BECTHO.

Topak KUBHYIL.

— U Teniepb eMMHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOXET OBITh N3BeCcTHO [loxu-
parensim Jlyiil, — 3TO TO, UTO KTO-TO M3 JIECHBIX XKHUTEJeH 00ma-
naeT BoJeOHor cuiion. Ho onu He 3narom, kmo umerto. — Pu-
Keaunn nomosnuan. — OHu He 3HaIOT, KTO 310, Topak! Kak He
3HAIOT ¥ TOTO, KaKoBa MPHUPOJIA ITOM Cuibl. VI HUKTO U3 HAaC He
3HaeT.

Topak 3arann apixanue. PuH-KeaMHH 3X0M NOBTOPUIT CIIOBA
€ro YMUpPAIOILEro OTIA:

— «[lepxuch ot moaen noganpliie, Topak! Eciiu onu y3Haror,
HA YTO ThI CIIOCOOEH. . .»



A Ha YTO on cnocoben? Hekotopoe Bpemsi OH ObLIT YBEpeH,
9TO OTEI] UMEJT B BUILY €r0 CIIOCOOHOCTh Pa3roBapyuBaTh MO-BOJI-
ybpu. Ho n3 ciioB ®PuH-KeanHHa cinegoBaio, YTO 3TO elle JajaeKo
HE BCe.

— Jlaxe cama 3ta 60Je3Hb, — MPOIOJIKAI MEX TEM BOXK/Ib ILJIe-
MeHu BopoHa, — MokeT OBITh TPOCTO JIOBYIIIKOM, CIIOCOOOM BbI-
MaHHTh TeOs1, 3aCTABUTh PACKPBITHCS.

— Ho naxe eciu 310 1 TaK, YTO 5-TO MOTY C TUM TOAENATh? —
rOpecTHO BOCKJIMKHYM Topak. — f gomken nomous Ocnaky! He
MOTY BHUJIETh, KaK OH CTpajaer!

Cyposoe o PuH-KenuHHa cMSIryuiocs.

— [la, 1 noHumaio. MHe 3T0 Toke HEBBIHOCUMO TSIKEJIO.

O0a Hagonro 3amonyaian. PuH-KeaguHH OTKOION M 3aTOYMII
€I11e HECKOJIBKO TOHKHUX IIJIACTUHOK KpeMHs, a Topak 3a1yMunBO
cMmoTpen 3a peky. ConHIile TOJHSIIOCH Y€ BBICOKO, U BOJa OCJie-
nuTeIbHO cBepkaiia. Ilpuntypusiiuch, Topak 3amMeTu Ha TOM
Oepery Larumo, 3aTeM oOpaTiJl BHUMaHUe Ha BOPOHA, OO PaB-
1IErocs K BSUIMBIICKUCS HA CTOMKaX JIOCOCUHE.

Mesx1y TeM HOX OBbLT YK€ TOTOB: MPUMEPHO B JIOKOTh JIJIU-
HOM, BeCh IOKPBITHIN OCTPHIMU 3yOI[aMH, YEM-TO HATOMUHABIIH-
MU 3yOb pocoMaxu. PuH-KeauHu oOMOTas pyKosITh CHITBHO pac-
TUTIONIEHHBIM M CTABIIMM COBCEM MSTKHMM COCHOBBIM KOPHEM,
9TOOBI pyKe ObUIO IPUSATHEE U yI0OHEe IepkKaTh OPYKHUE, U YII0-
BJIETBOPEHHO 3aMETHUIIL:

— Hy BoT! A Ternepp nokaxxu-Ka MHe TBOW HOX.

Topak HaxmMypuJICA:



—Yr0?

— To1 ke capiai. [Tokaxku MHE TBOU HOKX.

O3a/1aueHHBII 3TOW CTpaHHOW MPOchOOi, Topak BHITAIII U3
HOXEH OTLOBCKHI HOX U MPOTSIHYJI €0 BOKIIO.

ITOT HOX OBUT OYEHb KPACHB: JIE3BUE U3 TOTyOOH CITIObI UMe-
J10 (popMy BBITSIHYTOTO JIMCTKA, & PYKOSATh, CACJTAHHYIO U3 OJie-
HBbEro pora, oTer; 0OMOTaJl It YAOOCTBA JIOCUHBIMU JKVJIAMHU.
[To crnoBam otIia, ronyboe Jie3Bue craenayl Mactep U3 IIeMeHU
TroneHs, K KOTopomy MpUHAJIEKAIA MaTh OTIA. JTO OHA MOJA-
pwia HOXx oty Topaka, Korga TOT JOCTUI BO3pacTa HaCTOSIIIEe-
IO MYXKUYHHBI; & YK PYKOSATbh OH CeJIal caM, IO CBOEMY BKYCY.
Ilepen cmepThio OH oTa cBOM HOX Topaky, u Topak oueHb UM
ropauJcs.

Ho ®un-KennHH, noBepTeB OTHOBCKUAMA HOX B pyKax, MOKa-
YaJi roJI0BOM:

— CIUIIKOM TshKes 17151 TeOs1. DTO HOX KOJNyHa, ¥ C/IeNIaH OH
IUIS TIPOBeNIeHnsT Marundeckux oopsinoB. — OH BepHy:1 HOX To-
paKy, momMordan u nmpudaBuiI: — BripoueM, OH Bcerja CImIKoM
JIETKOMBICJICHHO OTHOCHJICSI K TIOZIOOHBIM BeII[aM.

Topaky ctpatiiHo xoTtenoch, uToosl PuH-KenuuH ckazan ere
YTO-HHOY/IH 00 OTIIE, HO OH OOJIbIIIe He TprOaBIIT HU clloBa. Kpu-
TUYECKM OCMOTPEB CBOM HOBbIM HOX, PuH-Kenunu nposen no
JIe3BMIO YKa3aTeJIbHbIM TJIbIIEM, IIPOBEPsst €ro OCTPOTY U Oa-
JaHcupoBKy. Hox ObUT OTJIMYHBII.

[TpocTo 3ameyvarebHbINA HOX !

Box s mogOpocuit HOX, JIOBKO MOWMAJT €ro 3a Jie3BHe U Mpo-



TaHy] Topaky:

— Bosbmu. {1 ero mms 1ebs penait.

[MoTpsicerHbId 1O IyOWHBI Ayid, Topak He cpa3y pemmics
MPUHATH CTOJIb LIEHHBIW MTOAAPOK.

Ho ®un-KenuHH ofHUM JBUKEHUEM PYKH OCTAaHOBWJI MOTOK
ero OJ1arofIapcTBEHHBIX U3JMSTHUN W BCTAJ, TSKEJIO OIMUPAsICh HA
TIOCOX.

— OTHBIHE, — CKa3aJl OH CYpOBO, — MPsYb MOJAAJbIIE OTLIOB-
CKHI HOX, J]a U MaTepHH POKOK C OXpOM Toxke. A eciiu TeOst KTo-
HUOY/Ib CIIPOCUT O POIUTENISIX, HUYETO HUKOMY O HUX HE paccKa-
3bIBAM.

—Ho s He noHnMap. .. — Hauan Os10 Topak ¥ yMOJK, TOTOMY
yro ®PuH-Kenunx, He ciyias ero, BAPYr YCTaBUJICS HA PEKy U
3aMep KaK BKOIAHHBIN.

Topak NpUKpBLT IJ1a3a PyKOW OT COJIHIIA, HO OHO BCE PAaBHO
CJIETUJIO TaK, YTO BUAHO ObLIO TU10X0. Topak pasrisizien nario
Ha TOM Oepery M Kakoe-To OpeBHO, ILIBIBYIIEE TI0 CAMOM cepe-
JIMHE PEKU BHU3, K MIOPOram.

B narepe BApyr mpOH3UTENBHO 3aKpUUaia Kakas-TO JKeHIH-
Ha: ee KyTKUI BOIUIb 3alJIyLIWJ JJa)Xe IpoXoT moporos. Topak
MOXOJIOAET OT y:Kaca.

OT cTOSTHKY 1O Tporie Oekaad MY KIUHBI U KSHITUHBIL.

YV Topaka nepexBaTuiIo JbIXaHUeE.

3710 BOBCE He OPEBHO IUIBLIO MO peKe K MOporam.

3ro 6611 Ocnak.



I'naBa 6

Ocnak He ocTtaBuI cede MmyTer K oTcTyIieHr0. OH neperpoi3
CBSI3bIBABIIIME €T0 PEMHHU, HE3AMETHO BBICKOJIb3HYJI U3 OXPaHsie-
MOTO XWJIHIIA J1st OOJBHBIX, B30Opasics Ha CtopoxkeByto Ckay
1 OpOCHJICS C Hee B PeKy.

Ckopee Bcero, OH ymep cpasy, yAapuBIIUCh O Boay. Bo Bcs-
KOM ciiy4ae, Topak odeHb Ha 310 Hagescs. [laxe qymars He XO-
TeJI0Ch 0 TOM, 4To OClaK, BOZMOXHO, Oy/IeT ellle XHB, KOorja J0-
CTUTHET MOPOIOB.

Ha croiburne napuna meptBas TuimuvHa. Jlaxe BeqHna ymonk-
Jla ¥ CTOSUIA, 3aCThIB KAaK M3BasiHUE, KOTJa MY:KYMHbI IIPOHECIN



MHUMO Hee Ha Hocujikax Tesio Ocnaka. HocumblMku ctapainch
HE KacaTbCsl MEPTBOTO PYKamu, KOO 3TO MOTJIO pacCEepAUTh €ro
JyIIIY, KOTOPbIE BCE €Ile HaXOAWINCh TIOOIM30CTH, @ PUCKOBATh
MOI0OHBIM 0Opa30M OBLIO OTACHO.

Koraa Hocuiiku oryctuim Ha 3eMutio Bosiie kuimia Ocnaka,
KoinayHbsd CaeyHH TYT K€ ceJsia PsiIOM U, HAJIEB Ha MaJiel] CIie-
[IUAILHBIN KOKaHBIN HANlepCTOK, HAHEC/Ia KPACHOM OXpOM Ha Te-
710 nokorHoro Metku CMepTH — OHU JIOJKHBI ObLITH TIOMOYb €r0
JylIaM OCTaThCsl BMeCTe BO BpeMs myteliectBusi B iHoi Mup.
A 1otoMm coruieMeHHUKH oTHecyT Teso Ocnaka B Jlec u nocra-
paloTCcs cAesaTh 3TO KaK MOXKHO ObICTpee, YTOObl He MCKYIIATh
€ro AyIu cOOMa3HOM OCTAThCS CPEIN KUBbIX.

®uH-KeauHH CTOST 4y Th B CTOPOHE, U JIMIO €r0 Ka3aJ10Ch Bbl-
CeUeHHBIM U3 rpaHuTa. OH HUKAK HE MPOSIBUJI CBOETO ropsi, KO-
rJa Besies yaBoUTh Haa30p 3a bepoi, BbiHecTH 13 kumiia Ocna-
Ka BCe ero MMyIecTBo 1 Opocuthb B Koctep. Ho Topak Buaen, kak
HEJIETKO €My JIaeTCsl 9TO BHEIIHee CHoKoiicTBue. Beab nMeHHO
OH, BOX/Ib TUIeMeHH, oberan Ocaky odecreunTs ero Oe3orac-
HOCTb. U Tenepb, KOHEUHO ke, CTAHET Ka3HUTh ceOsl 3a TO, UTO
€My 3TO He yAAJIOCh.

Buna — crparHoe 6pems.

Topak Toke 4yBCTBOBaJI, KAK OHA KAMHEM JIETJIa Ha €r0 JTyIIy.

Her, xBatut Ge3nerictBoBarh! Korma miuems Bopona ormpa-
Butcs B Jlec npoBoxarh Ocnaka B MOCIEHUI Iy Tb, OH, TOpax,
OCTaHEeTCs 3[IECh — OH Be[lb HE WJIEH IJIEMEHU — U MOIy4UT BO3-
MOKHOCTb YUTH HE3aMEUYEHHBIM. A MTOTOM MOMBITAETCS POHUK-



HyTb B Ceparie Jleca 1 OTBICKATh CPEACTBO, CIIOCOOHOE UCIIETIATh
OT 3TOH MPOKJIATON OOJIE3HU.

Ho cniepBa He06X0AMMO elre Koe-4To CaesaTh.

['oToBsACH K TOXOPOHAM, KEHIIVHbI IPUHECIIH [JIMHY 1S Ha-
HeceHHs 0coObIX MeTOK. M moka Bce ObuTH 3aHATHI, TOpak ocTo-
poskHO mpoOpavics K ogHoxkmio Ctopoxesoit Ckasl. Eciu ero
NO/I03PEHUSI CIIPABEIMBBI, €CJIU CYLIECTBO C JIMIIOM U3 JIMCTHEB
MMEET KaKOoe-TO OTHOIlEHUe K cmepTH Ociaka, TO OHO, BO3MOX-
HO, OCTaBWJIO CJIE[Ibl.

Oo6pamenHas k peke cropoHa CtopoxeBoit Ckasbl Obuia TO-
YTH OTBECHOM, 3aTO C MPOTHUBOMOJIOKHOW, BOCTOYHOM, CTOPOHBI
CkaJia HarIOMMHAJIA MTPOCTO JI0BOJIBHO KPYTOM XOJIM. 37€Ch B30-
OpaThCst HaBepX MOXKHO OBLIIO Oe3 0c000ro Tpy/Ia, 0COOEHHO eCln
cOoOMIOAATh U3BECTHYIO OCTOPOKHOCTD. 3eMJIsSl y TTOAHOKMS ObLiIa
yTpaMOOBaHa MHOKECTBOM HOT, Kak M TpoIia, Beylllasi Ha Bep-
HIMHY [0 BOCTOYHOMY CKJIOHY. U Bce ke, XOpOLIEHbKO MPUTLJIsI-
JEBILIMCh, KOE-KaKKe cJie[ibl Ha yTonTaHHoU 3emyie Topak paso-
Opartb cyme.

Cpenn HUX OBUIM M OTIIEYATKH HOT CyXOHBbKOUM CaeyHH, Bue-
pa MoJAHMMABIIIEVCS HA BEPIIMHY, U CJeJbl cOO0AUbMX Jar, IMo-
NepeK KOTOPbIX BUJHEIUCh OTUYETJIMBbIE TPEXTIAIbIE ITUYbU «T'a-
JIOUKM»: cobaka Oexasia HaBepX, a BOPOH JApa3Hui ee. M moBepx
BCEro 3TOr0 BUAHENUCh OTIEYATKU HOT KPYMHOTO MYKUMHBI —
HO TOJIBKO €ro NaJyibleB U NATOK. Ocnak, BUIMMO, TOPOIUJICS U
B30Mpacs Ha BepiuHy CKajbl Oerom.

¥ Topaka nepexBaTiIo JbIXaHUE, HO OH MOCTAPAJICA IIPOLJIO-



TUTh 3aCTPSIBIIUI B TOpJie TOPbKUI KOMOK: HMYEro, IIOTOM OY-
Jelllb TOpeBaTh, KOrJa B MyTh BbIA/IEIIIb!

OHn MmeyieHHO norties o ciegaaM Ociaka Ha BepIIUHY CKaJbl.

Ha Gery u3-mog Hor Ocjaka BO BCE€ CTOPOHBI pa3jieTayvCh
KaMelllku U MOX. B omHOM MecTe OH, BUJIUMO, ITOCKOJIb3HYJICS,
yIaJj ¥ CWIBHO YIapuJICs: Ha 3eMJie BUAHEINUCH KaleJIbKU KPOBH.
A 1oTOM cHOBa Opocuics: OexKaTb.

«Jla yx, 6exan oH co Bcex Hor, — aymai Topak. — CloBHO 3a
HUM THQJIMCH BCe 37ble 1yxu MIHoro Mupal!»

Ha Bepmmne ckayibsl Topak HakoHeIl HaIlen TO, Y4TO Tak 0O-
suics yBunieTb. HoBble crieibl. Manienbkue u efjBa 3ameTHbie. Ho
OBLIO COBEPIIIEHHO SICHO: TOT, KTO OCTAaBWJI 3TH CJIefibl, OeXaTh U
He qymait. OH CTOSIT COBEPUIEHHO HEMOABUKHO MOYTH Yy CaMOTO
Kpast oOpbIBa U cMOTpe1, Kak Ocllak MphiraeT BHU3, HABCTPEUY
CMepTH.

CTynmHU HEBEeJJOMOTO CYyIIeCTBa ObUIA He OOJIbIIE, YeM Y pe-
O€eHKa JIET BOCbMU-JIEBATH.

Ho 3akaH4MBanmch OHU OCTPHIMU KOTTSIMH.

% %k %k

[Inemsa yxe roroBwioch K ornpaBke B Jlec, korma Topak
pasbickan PenH. YcrpouBimch Boze OOJBIIOTO KOCTpa, OHA
pacTupasia B CTyIKe OXpY [UIsl MPEJCTOSIIEr0 MOXOPOHHOTO 00-
psana.

Ha nunie y Hee peyHOl MIMHOW ObUIM HaHECEHBI TOJOCKU —



3HaK Tpaypa y rieMeHu BopoHa, — HO IOJIOCKU yiKe ycresu pac-
TUTBITBHCSI: CJIE3bI IPOPBUTH B TIIMHe Oopo3nku. Hukoraa panbiie
Topak He Buaen, ytoOsl PeHH rakana. 3amMeTuB ero, oHa mpu-
HSLJIaCh CTaparebHO MOPraTh, CTPSIXMBasi C PECHUIL CJIE3bI.

— Penn, — ckazan oH, nprcaxuBasiCh BO3Jie Hee Ha KOPTOUKH U
cTapasich TOBOPUThH KaK MOKHO THIIIE, YTOObI HUKTO UX HE YCIIbI-
1Iaj, — s X049y Koe-4To pacckasaTh Tede. [lesno B Tom, uTo Korja
s noaHsiics Ha CropoxeByio Ckaiy. ..

— A 4T0 THI TaM Jenan’?

— 41 Hamen Tam ciiepl.

CaeyHH OKJIMKHY/Ia PEHH ¢ MpOTUBOMOIOKHOTO KOHIIA MOJIsI-
HBI:

— Unewm, Penn! Tlopa!

— 31ech ecTb KTO-TO uyxou! — TBepno 3aasui Topak. — U g
ero suzaen!

N cHoBa KonayHbs no3easia PeHH.

— Topak, 1 nomxna uarn! — CepllaB OXpy B MELIOYEK U CY-
HYB €r0 B CYMKY C I1eJleOHbIMU TpaBaMu, PeHH Bckoumia. — Ml
Hezoiro. Pacckaxenb MHe Bce, KOrja s BEpHYCh, xopomo? U
cJepl TIOKaXKelllb.

Topak KMBHYJI, CTapasiCh HE BCTpevaTbes ¢ Hell B3 aoM. Ero
Be/Ib yKe He OyfeT 3/1ech, Korjga oHa BepHeTcst! A ckaszarh ei,
YTO YXOJAUT, OH HE MOT, TOTOMY UTO OHa, KOHEYHO K€, MOIbITa-
€TCsl OCTAHOBMTD €r0 WJIM TIOTpedyeT B3ATh ee ¢ COO0U. A 3TOro
HU B KOEM CJly4dae Hesb3d AonycTuTh. Eciim ®uH-Keaun npas
Y CYLIECTBYET BO3MOXHOCTb TOrO, 4TO Iloxkuparenu lym nbira-



I0TCS 3AMaHUTB €ro, Topaka, B JIOBYLIKY, TO YK KU3HbIO PEHH OH
PUCKOBaTh HUKAK He HamepeH. Bripouem, u cBoelt cOOCTBEHHOM
TOXE.

— MHe oueHb kaJib, 4To Tebe Heslb3sl C HAMU TIOWTH, — CKa3aa
PenH, 1 Ha gyme y Topaka crasno ere xXyxe. 3ateM oHa yoexana,
YTOOBI 3aHSATH MECTO BO IJIaBE IJIEMEHU PSIOM CO CBOMM si/IeH
®un-KeanHHOM.

Topak cmoTtpel, kak remst Bopona yxoaut B Jlec. OH 3Han,
YTO criepBa OHM yHecyT Teso Ociaka JOBOJIIBHO JaleKO OT CTO-
SIHKH, a OTOM Ha4yHyT cTpouTh [Tomoct Cmeptu — HeOOIbIIOE
BO3BBIIIIEHUE M3 CTBOJIOB M BETOK PSIOWHBI, — HA KOTOPBIA BO3-
JIOXKaT TeJIO OKOMHOIO TOJIOBOM MPOTUB TeueHusl peku. U, mo-
JIo6HO JococsiM, Ay Ocllaka OTHpaBsITCSl B CBOE TOCIIETHEe
CTPAaHCTBUE BBEPX IO peke, K Beicokum ['opam.

O6psn y IMomocta CMepTu KOPOTOK; MOMPOIIABIINUCH C T1O-
KOWMHBIM, IJIeMsI OCTaBUT ero Tesio B Jlecy, 4ToObl OHO CTaJlo K-
et ooburareneit Jleca, KoTopbie ipexe, Mpy KU3HU, CITYKUIN
e camoMmy Ocraky. A 4depe3 Tpu JIyHHBIX Mecsina BenHa
coOeper ero KOCTM M OTHECeT uX Ha Kiaaduiie riemeHu. U B
TeYeHUe MATU ONVKAWIIMX JIET HU OHA, HU KTO-TM0O0 Ipyroi He
CTaHyT Ipon3HOCcUTh MMsI Ocnaka BCIyX. DTOT 3aKOH coOITioia-
€TCs OYEHb CTPOTo — MHAYE AYIIY YMEPILIETO MOI'yT Ha4aTh BMe-
IIMBATHCS B )KU3Hb KUBBIX,  ITO CYJUT MHOKECTBO HETIPUATHO-
CTen.

Cros Ha nosnsiHe, Topak cMOTpelt Besie IpOoLeCcCuy, MoKa Mo-
CJIEIHAM 4YeJIOBEeK M3 IuieMeHn Bopona He ncue3 B Jlecy. Ha



CTOSIHKE OCTAJIMCh TOJIBKO COOAKH, CTOPOXKHUBIIHE YJIOB JIOCOCS.
YyBcTBys cebs1 Oe3mepHo oquHOKNM, Topak 6pocuics coOnparhb
MOXUTKH.

B cBoif Jlerkuii mieTeHslid paHel] OH CyHYJ HeOOJBIIONW HO-
BBIY OYPIIOK JIJIs1 TPUTOTOBJICHU I ITUTIIN, METIIOYEK C 11eJIeOHbIMU
CHAI00bSIMU, TPYTHHILY, PHIOOJIOBHBIE KPIOUKH, OTIOBCKUI HOX,
3aBEpHYTHINI B KYCOK CBHIPOMSITHOM KOXU, U MaTepUH POXKOK C
OXPOIi; OTIENIBHO MOJIOKUI JIYK, KOJTYaH CO CTpeslaMU U CKaTaH-
HBIW CHIAJIbHBIN MEIIIOK ; 32 TOSIC CYHYJT HEOOJIBIIION Oa3aIbTOBBIN
Toropuk. OH cTapajcsi He BCIOMUHATh O TOM JIHE, KOTJa IMpo-
IIUION OCEHBIO BOT TaK k€ CIIEIIHO COOMPAJT MOKUTKY, a PAAOM
yMHUpaJl ero oTell. . .

Topak CTUCHYJ B pyKe PYKOSIThb HOBOTO HOXa, IMOJAPEHHOTO
emy ®Oun-KenrHHOM. DTOT HOX HEWCTBUTENHHO OBLT Jierde u
yIoOHEe! JIJIs1 Hero, YeM OTIIOBCKHIA, HO HU OJH HOX Ha CBETe
HUKOT/Ia He CyMeeT 3aMeHUTh OeCIIeHHbII Aap OTIa. . .

«HE CMEM TYMATD OB 3TOM! — npukasan oH cebe. —
Ceifuac camoe IJ1aBHOE — IIOCKOpee yOpaThCst OTCIofIa TOAIbIIe,
TOKa OHU HE BEPHYJIMCh, M HA TOT pa3 He 3a0bITh MPUXBATUTH C
c0o001 XOTA ObI HEOOJIBIIION 3aI1aC €Ibl».

[Tocne toro, uto ciyywnock ¢ OcCllakoM, OH BUAETb HE MOT
JIOCOCHHY: HU KOITUEHYIO, HU BSUIEHYIO B BUJIE CYXUX JIETCIIEK,
CIOOPEHHBIX ATOIAMH MOXKEBEJIbHUKA. BMecTo phiObl OH B3sLI
HECKOJIbKO JIOMTHKOB BSUUIEHOHM JIOCSITMHBI U3 TOU CBSI3KH, YTO
Bucesa B kwiuine Tymna. Toro emy JOKHO XBaTUTh Ha Te
HECKOJIBKO JIHEeH, KOTOpble MOTpedyIoTCsi, YTOOBI J0OPaThes 10



Cepaua Jleca.

Ho ckonbko guew 3ammer 310t myTh? Tpu? Ilare? Topak He
3Ha1. OH HUKOT/IA JIaXe OJTM3KO K 3TMM MEeCTaM He TOAXOIMI 1
3a BCIO CBOIO JXM3Hb BUEJ TOJBKO IBYX OOMTAaTENEel JIECHOW Ya-
II1: MOJIYAJIMBYIO KEHIIUHY U3 IieMeHu biaropogHoro Onensi ¢
KPAaCHOU IOJIOCKOU B BOJIOCAX, CIEJIAHHOU «KPOBBIO 3€MJIA», A TY
JIeBYIIKY C TUKAMHU TJ1a3aMU U3 TuleMeHr 3yopa, yepert KOTOpou
ObLI TaK ypOAJIMBO OOJIETUIEH keTor IMHoM. Hu Ta Hu apyras
HE MPOSIBUJIM K HEMY HU MaJIeHIIIero UHTepeca, U, HECMOTPs1 Ha
TO 4TO OH TOrjaa ckazasl ®PuH-KeanHHY 0 CBOEM POACTBE C IUIE-
MeHeM brnaroponHoro OneHsi, Ha TeIUIbIi IPUEM B 3TOM ILJIEMe-
HU OH BOBCE HE PACCUUTHIBAJL.

Korna oH npoxonusia MUMO KUIMIIA BOX/Isl, €ro CJIOBHO yJa-
pPWIO: BeAb OH, BO3MOXXHO, HaBCer1a Nokuaaet miaemMs Bopona!

«CrniepBa TbI OTEPsLT OTLIA, TOTOM Boska. Tenepb BoT Ocna-
Ka, 1 Pun-Kenunna, u Pens. . .»

B xwuiuine 6pu10 TEMHO. Yo, 3aauMaeMbii PuH-KennHaoM,
Tereph ObUT ITyCT ¥ aKKypaTHO MPUOpPaH, a BOT B YTOJIKE, T/Ie KH-
na PeHH, napui cTpaiiHbelii OecropsiIoK: ee CrajibHbIA MEIIOK
ObLJT CKOMKaH U BECh YCBITIaH CTpeJlaMu, KOTOpbIE OHA He ycriena
3aKOHYMTb. .. PEHH, KOHEYHO K€, CTPAIIHO Pa303JIUTCS, IOTOMY
9TO OH yIien 6e3 Hee. Ho momporarbcest ¢ Hell OH HUKaK He MOT.

W TyT emy npuiiuia B rojioBy yaauHasi MbIciib. OH BeIOEKa1 Ha-
PYKY, OTBICKaJI TUIOCKMIA OeJIblii KaMellleK, IIOTOM cpe3al ¢ OJu-
JKaWIIero Bsi3a MOJIOCKY KOPBI, MPeIBApUTETIbHO MPOOOPMOTAB
cyoBa OnarofapHOCTH IyXy AepeBa, W TIIATEIBHO pa3KeBas KO-



py. BHIILTIOHYB KpacHOBATYIO KalllMIly HA J1aJJOHb, OH HAPUCOBAJI
Ha KaMelllKe CBOIl IJIEMEHHOW 3HAK: JBE MPEPbIBUCTHIE JIMHUH,
TOYHO JIB€ 1IEMIOYKH BOJTYbMX CJIE/IOB; O/IHA U3 JIMHUI TOCPEJIHE
Ka3ajach pa30pBaHHOM, HO TOT MPOMYCK He ObUT YaCThIO 3HAKA —
Tak Topak XxoTesr n3006pa3uTh MaJIeHbKUI IIpaM y ceOs Ha IIeKe,
4yT0OBI PeHH cpasy noramanack, KTO 3TO PUCOBAJL.

3aKOHUYMB «IMOCIaHue», Topak Ha MIHOBEHME 3aMep, yCTa-
BUBIIMCh HA CBOM PYKH, KpacHbIe OT coka Bs3a. [Ipomwion oce-
HBIO OH TOYHO TaK K€ Mepenayvkaics, korga gasai Boaky M4
OH Torga M BOJTYOHKY JIallbl COKOM M3Maszajl, a MOTOM IPOCTO B
OTYasiHUE MPUILEJ, KOI/Ia 3TOT JypayoK MPUHSLICS COK CIU3bI-
BaTh. ..

— He nymaii o Bonke! — Bo Bech rojioc BBIKpUKHYT OH. — Hu
0 KOM U3 HUX He aymau!

[Tycras crosiHKa OTBETWJIa €My HACMEILJIMBBIM MOTYaHUEM.
«Yt0 %), Topak, Teneps Thl cam 10 cebe».

OH TOpOIUIMBO CyHYI O€JTbIil KaMeIIeK MO, CTIAJIbHBINA MEIIOK
PeHH 1 BHIOpasiCs Ha COJHIIE.

Jlec ObUT MOIOH NTUYBETO TOMOHA M 10 00NN TpekpaceH. Ho
Topaka 3T0 COBEPIIEHHO HE PaJOBAJIO.

3aKuHYB 32 IJIeUO JIyK, OH PELIMTEbHO MOBEPHYJI Ha BOCTOK,
Tyza, rae Haxopuioch camoe Cepaue Jleca.



I'nasa 7

Tocka Gexana psiioMm ¢ Bonkom, TOUHO OMH U3 HEBUIUMBIX
coOpaTheB IO CTae.

OH crpamHo TOockoBaa o bomnbmomy becxBocromy. Emy
OYEHb XOTEJIOCh BHOBb YBUJIETh €T0 CTPAHHYIO, JIMIIIEHHYIO 1Iep-
CTU MOpAY, YCJBIIIATh €r0 CMEIIHOM, MO-IIEHSYbH HEPOBHBIN
BOI1 ¥ 3TU CTPaHHbIE 3BYKH, IOXOKUE HA JIall WX IOBU3TMBAHUE,
KOTOPBIE OH M3JAET, KOIZIa CMEETCH. . .

MsHoro pa3 Bojik otOeras nogaisiiie OT CTal U BbLT, TPU3bIBAST
Bonbioro Bpara. MHoro pa3 6erain no Kpyry, He 3Hasi, Kak Io-
CTYNHTb, U pa3pbiBasich Mex 1y 30BOM ['opbl 1 30BoM Bojbiioro



bpara.

JIpyrux BOJIKOB — BOJIKOB U3 €T0 HOBOU CTau — CTPAILIHO YIUB-
JI51710 MOJOOHOE MOBE/ICHHE.

«Ho Benp Teneps y 1eds ecTh Mbl! — roBopriin oHU. — U, Kpo-
Me TOrO, THI e1lle Tak Mojiont! TeGe CTONBKOMY MPEICTOUT YUUTh-
ca! Tel 1axke OXOTUTHCA HA KPYIHYIO JIWYb €Ile HE yMeellb —
pa3Be CMOXEIIb Thl IPOKUTh B OOMHOUKY? OcTaHbCA ¢ HaMu !»

Onu ObUTM CUJTBHOM, APYXKHOM CTael, 1 ObIBaJIM BpeMeHa, KO-
ria Bonk eficTBUTENbHO YyBCTBOBAII ceOst cuacTIMBBIM Ha ['ope
Bonemoro I'poma. OHu ycTpanBaiy BECEJIblE UTPl — HAIIPUMED,
«TIOVMaW-JIeMMUHTa-B-CHETY» — WJIM TIPbITaJId B 03epa, paciy-
ruBas yTok. M Bce-Taku 3TH BOJIKM COBCEM HE NIOHUMAJIU €T0.

Bort 0 yem myman Bosk, 6exaBIimii K BEpIIMHE CBOETO J0OuU-
MOTO XOJIMa, KyJia JoJeTasu 3amnaxu Jleca.

Ortciona o Jleca HyXHO ObUIO OekaTh OUeHb-OYEHb JOJITO, 1
BCE k€, CTOS1 Ha BEpIIMHE 3TOro X0aMa, BoJK Jierko yiaBiuBai
U 3arax HOBOPOKAEHHOIO KO3JIEHKa, OT KOTOPOro MacTh y HEro
HAIOJIHSJIACh CIIOHOM, M OCTPBIM apoMar CMOJIbI, NCXOAUBIINN
OT CJIOMaHHOM BeTpoM €. OH CiIblIIaj HETOPOIUIMBOE YaBKa-
Hbe KalaHa, BaJsABIIErocsi B OOMOTIIE, U MPOH3UTEIIbHBIN MUCK
JETEHbIIIIA BbIIPbI, CBAIMBIIETOCs ¢ BeTKU. O, Kak eMy XOTeNOCh
BHOBb 04yTUThCA B Jlecy, pagom ¢ boismmm bparom!

Ho kak xe emy BepHyTbcs Tyaa’?

Bonka ocraHaBiMBaiia He CTOJILKO MBICJIb O TOM, UTO IPUJIET-
Cs TMOKUHYTh CTal0, CKOJBKO cTpax nepen bonbimm I'pomom.
Bonbmoi ['pom HUM 32 4YTO HE MO3BOJIUT EMY YUTH OTCIofa!



['pom Mor HamacTh Ha Hero B JIOOYI0 MUHYTY — JIaxe ceiyvac,
KOIJa HaBEpXy BCE SICHO Y TUXO U HE CJIBIIITHO €r0 THEBHOTO [IbI-
xanus. bonbimoit ['pom Mor, Hacias Oypio, CpoBHSATSH Jlec ¢ 3eM-
Jieit; Mor Hacnath Ha Jlec Toro Apkoro 3Bepsi, Kotopsiit bosibHO
Kycaercst 1 MrHOBeHHO 0OpaTUTh B Mpax JePeBbsi, CKAJIBI U IaXke
BOJIKOB. OH ObL1 Bcemoryil. M 1o Bonk moHumMat oTJIM4HO: Beb
uMeHHO Bojibiioi )pom oTHST y Hero poauTesieit U OpaTbeB, KO-
I/1a OH OBLJT eI1le COBCEM MaJIbIIIIOM, YHUUTOXHUB BCIO CTAIO.

OH Torga orouien ot JIoroBa COBCEM 4yTh-4yTh, HA Pa3Bell-
Ky, a Korja BepHyJics, JloroBa kak He ObiBasio. Y Bce BONKU —
€ro Marthb, OTell, OpaThsi, CECTPhI — JIEKATH B TPSA3U MOKPBIE, XO-
JIOMHBIE U HernoABWkHbIe. Bonbiomy ['poMy naxke 611M3K0 mof-
XOIUThH HE TOHAIOOMIIOCh, YTOObl UX YHUUTOXKUTh. OH TIPOCTO
nocnan ¢ rop bBeictpyio Bony, u oHa ¢ peBoM oOpymmiach Ha
Jloroso u Bcex yronuia.

B te nHu Bosk uyBcTBOBas cedsi CTpAITHO OJUHOKUM U eMY
OUEHb-OYEHb XOTEJIOCh €CTh. A MOTOM B €r0 XW3HU MOSBUJICS
Bosbmmon Becxsocteiit. OH nenuica ¢ BoakoM cBoer moObIYel,
TIO3BOJISUT CBOPAYMBATBLCS KJIYOKOM Yy HEero Ha Ipy/au, KOrjia OH!
JIOXKUIUCh criaTb. OHKM BMECTE NEJU BOJTYbM NECHU U UTpaId
HIKypKaMu yOUTBIX 3Bepiomek. bosnbioi BecxBocThiii cTan ero
Oparom.

W ObLT OH, KOHEYHO ke, HACTOSIIIIM BOJIKOM, 3TO JIOOOH MOT
NOYysTh, HO BCE-TaKU BOJKOM HeoObluHbIM. Ha romnose y Hero
pocna IJIMHHAsI TeMHasl IIepCTh, 3aTO HA BCEM OCTAJIbHOM Telle
HIepCTH He OBLIO BOBCE; BMeCTO mepcty Ha Bonbiiom Bpare 60:1-



Tajach Kakas-To Yepecdyp cBOOOIHAsI BTOpasi IKypa — ¥ OH 3a-
IIPOCTO MOT ee ¢ ceds1 cHATh! Mopaa y Hero Oblia He BHITSHYTas,
a TUIOCKasl, a ero KaJKie MaJeHbKUe 3yObl OKa3aIuch Oe3HaIeK-
Ho TynbeiMu. Ho camoe ctpannoe — y Bonbiioro Bpata BooGiie
He ObUIO XBOCTA!

3aro nen ¥ roBOpUII OH, KaK HaCTOSIIIIAM BOJIK, XOTS €My HU-
KOTJIa ¥ He YJaBaJIoCh B3Th BEpXHHUE HOTHI. M m1a3a y Hero Obuin
BOJIYbU: CBETJIO-CEPBIE, TIOJIHBIE 3aTAEHHOIO CBETA. A yX B TOM,
YTO CEepAlle U Jyllla Y HEr0 CaMble UYTO HU HAa €CTh BOJIYBH, CO-
MHEBATbCS U BOBCE HE IMTPUXOINIIOCH.

W ceiiuac Bonk B ouepeqHOM pa3 CTOSAT HA BEPUIMHE XOJIMa
Y YyBCTBOBAJI, KaK €ro OISATh OXBAThIBAET ropbKas nevaib. OH
MOAHST MOPAY Y TOCKJIUBO 3aBbLI.

Bapyr 4yTkuit HOC €ro yJIOBHJI KaKOU-TO HE3HAKOMBIM 3arlax.

[MaxJ10 HE OXOTHUKOM M He JOOBIYEH, He IePEBbSIMU U HE 3M-
neit, He beicTpoit Bonoi u He BanyHamu. Hert, 3amax ObuI mto-
xoit! Ouenb mioxoi! M Betep pasHOCHIT 3TOT OTBPATUTEbHBIN
3anax no Bcemy Jlecy!

Bonk paxe 3ackynun ot 6ecriokorictBa. Ero Bonbimoit Bec-
XBOCTBHIN bpar ceiluac TaM, BHU3Y, U €My TI'DO3UT HEBeAOMasi
OIACHOCTB !

Tenepp Bonk TOYHO 3HaI, YTO HYXKHO Aenarb. Ilycte 3TOT
Bonpmoii ['pom npuxomut 3a HuM! OH Gorblie ero ve Gourcs!
Benp ceiiuac oH Tak HyxeH becxBoctomy bparty!

N Bosik npblxKamMu OHECCS ¢ BEPILMHBI OBl BHU3, K Jlecy.



INoka on Gesxan, Tpma qBa paza cmeHs1a CBET, HO OH HU pasy
HE U3MEHWJI CBOETO Kypca: XBOCT JIEpXkKaJl TOYHO K I 'opam, a HoC
— Tyna, rae l'opsaunii Apkui [1a3 noxurcs cnare.

U no nAaTam 3a Boskowm, mesnkas 3ydamu, rHajics CTpax.

On 0os11CsI THEBAa HE3HAKOMBIX BOJIKOB, Ubl0 TEPPUTOPUIO EMY
NIPUXOIUIIOCH TIEPeCceKaTh; €y Obl OHM €r0O MOMMaJIH, TO 3aIpo-
CTO MOIJIM OBl pa30pBaTh Ha KYCKU.

On 60s71cs rHeBa Bbobinoro I'poma.

Ho 6ombitie Bcero on Oosiyics 3a cBoero becxBocroro bpara.

Bonk Bce Oexai, W CTpAIIHBIN 3amax CTAaHOBHJICS CHJIbHEE.
Ha, KTo-TO yacHblil Hara Ha Jlec!

be3 ycranm Bosk cHOBasn cpeau IepeBbEB, OTHICKMBasA CTau
6ecxBocTbiX. OOHM U3 HUX MaxJiM KaOaHOM, JIpyrue — BbIAPOH,
HO OH 3HAJI, YTO HY)XHas €My CTas JOJDKHA NMaXHYTb BOPOHOM.
Boneimon bpar nprucoegHUICA TOra UMEHHO K 9TOM CTae.

U HakoHell eMy yaJoch €e OTBICKaTh — Ha Oepery cBUpenoi
Boictpoit Boapl.

Kak oH 1 0Xugajn, HUKTO Jaxke HE 3aMETWJI, YTO OH PSAOM.
Ot0 ObUIA OTHA U3 OYEeHb CTPAHHBIX Bellell B TMOBeJeHUH Oec-
XBOCTBIX. XOTSI BO MHOTHX OTHOILUEHUSAX OHU OYEHb HAIIOMHHA-
JIY BOJIKOB — OBUIM YMHBI ¥ XpaOpsl, JTIOOWJIN TIOTOBOPUTH U TIO-
UrpaTh, CaM0O3a0BEHHO JIIOOMIIH CBOIO CTal0, — HO BOT uyThst CO-
BCEM He umenu 1 O6blI1 o4ty riayxumu. Tak uyro Bonka Hu-



KTO HE 3aMEeTWJI, XOTS OH B norckax bonbmoro bpara cionsics
y camoro ux Jlorosa.

Ho naiitu ero He Mor.

Bech mpouuiblii IeHb 1Iea J0Xk[b, 1 MHOTME 3alaxu Mpo-
CTO CMBLJIO, HO, ecii Obl Beicokmii BecxBocThiii ObUT TYT, Bonk
HETpeMeHHO Obl €r0 yUYsiI.

Bapyr noBesijio 3HakOMbIM 3aI1aXOM: BOXKAaK ITHX OECXBOCTBIX
cuzien Bosne Apkoro 3Bepsi, Kotopsiii bonbho Kycaercs, u psi-
JIOM C HUM Ha KOPTOYKax cujesia Ta MOJOJEHbKas OecXBoCTast
camka, Koropylo bonbmon bpar cumran cBoenr cectpou. OHa
YTO-TO TOBOPWJIA BOXKAKY, CJIErKa MOBU3IMBAas, KaK 3TO AEJaloT
Bce OECXBOCTbIE, U TOJIOC €€ 3BydYasl OJJHOBPEMEHHO CEpIUTO U
NeYasbHO.

Bork noHst: oHa Toke 6ecriokoutcst 0 becxBocTom.

W nipuHsiics eiie Oosiee crapatebHO MCKaTh ero. Ho Hammen
JIMIIB OOJBINIOE MATHO COBEPIIEHHO T0JI0M 3eMJIH, KOTOpOe Max-
JIO CBEXeW 30JI0i, U HECKOJIbKO CTPAHHBIX MPSMBIX JIEPEBLEB,
C KOTOPBIX CBHCAJI0 MHOXECTBO pblOvH. [ToMeaMB MHUHYTKY,
BoJik mporioTui HecKoJIbKO MITYK U cHOBa Opocuiics B Jlec Ha
norcku becxsocroro bpara.

briTh MOXeT, bpat nomiesn Ha oxoty? Jla, 3TO BIOJTHE BO3MOX-
HO. U Bpsi v OH ycTien yiTH TaJieKo — Bellb BCe OeCXBOCThIE Oe-
raloT Ha 3a/IHMX Jlanax, a 3HA4uT, TOpa3a0 MEeAJIECHHee, YeM BOJI-
KH.

Opnako Bosk no-npexHeMy HUYEro He HaXOIWJI.

VkacHast UICTHHA BAPYT OOpYIIUIaCh HAa HETO, IPU/IaBUB, TOU-



HO CTBOJI yMAaBIIIETO JiepeBa.
Bonbmon becxBocTei yimen HaBcerga!



I'naBa 8

YTtoObl HE BCTPETUTHCS HU € KeM U3 Tuiemenu Bopona, Topak
cTapa’sics AepKaThCsl MONANbIIE OT MPUBBIYHBIX TPOI U e O
TAHBIM W3BWJIMCTHIM OJIEHBUM TPOIKaM, KOTOPBIE BEJIM BBEPX
no teyeHuio [upokoi Bogpl.

3Bepu B Jlecy, MOHSIB BCKOpE, YTO STOT Y€JIOBEK HU Ha KOTO
OXOTUTHCS He coOMpaeTcs, nepectanu 60saTbes. Jloch, mpoxons
muMo Topaka, TO ¥ 1710 OCTAaHABIMBAJICA U CIIOKOWHO JKeBal
kunpeii. OneHu, moMaxuBasi XBOCTUKAMU, HETOPOILIMBO yAaJIsi-
JIKCh B Yallly, HO BCKOPE OMSATh BBINJISIBIBAIN, TPOBEPSIS], TaM JIU
ere yenoBek. [IBe AMKye CBUHBU C TOJICTEHbKUMHM MOXHATHIMU



MOPOCSITAMU JIMIITH MPUTIOTHSIIA MOP/IbI, KOTAa OH IMPOIIeN psi-
JIOM, ¥ TIOCMOTPEJIN Ha HEroO.

[Ton monorom Jleca mMononasi KyapsiBasi JIMCTBA €I1IE€ TOJbKO
MpOOMBAIaCh M3 TOYEK, a HA 3AIMTHIX COTHIIEM BEPXYIIKax Je-
PEBbEB YKE MOYTH BCSl pacilyCTUIIaCh U COUHO 3ejeHena. Topak
IIeT JOBOJIbHO ObIcTpo. Kak u Bce JiecHble JIIou, OH IyTele-
CTBOBAJI HAJIETKE, B3gB C COOOM TOJBKO CaMOe HEOOXOAUMOE —
JUIs1 OXOTHI, JIJIsI pa3BeIeHUs1 KOCTpa U JJIsl CHa.

Bcio cBoI0 jKU3HB OH OpOAMJI TIO JIeCy C OTIIOM; CTOSIHKY OHU
yCTpauBaJM Yallle BCero Ha OIHY WU JBEe-TPU HOYU, & TIOTOM
1w gaseiine. OHU HUKOT/IA MOJONTY He 3a/IePKUBAIUCH HA OfI-
HOM MecCTe, M TpeoAosieTh 3Ty MPUBBIYKY TOpaky oOkazaaoch
TpyAHEE BCEro, Korja OH CTaJl XUThb B IiieMeHu BopoHa, noromy
YTO 3TO TUIEMSI MEHSLJIO CTOSIHKY HE Jallle 4YeM pa3 B TPU-UYeThIpe
MecsIia.

N motom, ux Obl10 Tak MHOro! JIBaanarh BoceMb MYKUHH,
KeHIuH u aeteit. U eme muageniibl. o mpoiioi 3umsl Topak
HU pa3y HU OJHOTO HOBOPOKAEHHOTO MJIAJICHIIA HE BUJIENT U BCe
BpeMs1 YAUBJISUICS U clipaiiviBai PeHH: «A pa3Be OHU HE MOTYT
xoouTh? YeM ke OHU Bech IeHb 3aHuMaroTcd ?» 1 PeHHd Tak cMme-
A71aCh, YTO JTaske Ia1ajia Ha 3eMJII0 OT CMexa.

A oH cTpaniHo Ha Hee cepawics. Ho tenepb 3T BocrioMuHa-
HHS 3aCTAaBWIM €ro JIMIIL CUJIbHEE TOCKOBaTh o PenHn n ®un-
Kenunny.

Briiias u3 gonunsl upokoit Bogst uyTh 10%kHee ['pemMsiimx
Bononanos, Topak ABUHYJICS Ha BOCTOK, B CJAEAYIOUIYIO JOJIU-



Hy. Tam OH BCTpPeTUJI ABYX OXOTHUKOB M3 IjieMeHu VBbl, KOTO-
phie TUTBLIV BHU3 TI0 PeKe B JIoAKax-1o10neHkax. K cuactbio, oHr
OYEHb CIENIWIM U HE CTAJIY CIIpAIlIMBaTh €ro, Ky/1a OH HaIpaBJIsi-
€TCs1; OHU MPUCTAIIH K Oepery JIMIIb Ha HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, UTOOBI
NpeayNpeauTb €ro O Ipo3sIiei OMacCHOCTH.

— C Hareyt CTOSIHKY BYepa HOYBIO YIaJIoCh COEKaTh OMHOMY
O0JILHOMY, — CKa3aJl OIUH OXOTHUK. — Kak yc/bIIuIib ero Bou,
cpazy 6eru. OH OoJibIlie He TOHUMAET, YTO OH YeJIOBEK.

BTopoii 0XOTHHK, rOpecTHO MOoKayaB TOJIOBOM, MPUOABIIT:

— Ox yx 3t1a 60ne3Hb! U 0TKyaa oHa TosbKo B3stachk? Kaxer-
csl, JaKe camo JbIXaHUE JieTa Ternepb OTPaBJICHO.

JleHp HauMHaJI KJIOHUTbCA K Beuepy, koraa Topak mouyBCcTBO-
BaJI, YTO 32 HUM CIIE/ISIT.

OH MHOrO pa3 OCTaHABJIMBAJICSA W MPUCIYIIABAICI, HO TaK
HUYETro U He YCIIbIIa, a KOrga pe3ko o0opaurBasIcs WK J1axe
BO3BpAIllaJICsl HA HECKOJIbKO 11IaroB Ha3aj, TOXE HUYEro He 3a-
Mevasl. OIHaKo OH 4ysuI: npecnenosarens psagom! Korga cramm
CTyIIAThCS TeHU, TOpakKy 3a KaxJbIM KYCTOM CTAJIM MEPEIIUTh-
Cs1 yTpaTUBIIKE pa3yM M OECCMBICTIEHHO phliiyiiue 1o Jlecy ma-
JIEHbKHE 37I00HBIE TBAPH C OCTPHIMH KOI'TSIMU U JIUIIAMU U3 JIU-
CTbEB.

OH ycTpous1 HOYEBKY BO3JIE€ IIIyMJIMBON PEUYIIKH, TJ1e CHHU-
MU CBETAIIMMHUCS CTPETAMU HOCUIIUCh O3€PHBIE CTPEKO3bI, a KO-
Mapbl YyTh HE COXKPAJIH €r0 3a)KMBO, [IOKA OH HE HATepCsl COKOM
TMOJIbIHU.

Brniepsrie 3a nocnennue mecTs MecAneB Topak HoueBasl OMH



B Jlecy. OH oueHb crapascs, BHIOUpas A1l HOYEBKY MOAXOMsI-
1Iee MECTO: POBHBIM YYaCTOK 3€MJIM IOCTATOYHO BBICOKO HaJl pe-
KOU BO M30eXkaHNe BHE3AITHbIX HABOJHEHWI U TTOJAJTBIIE OT MY-
PaBEMHUKOB U BUIMMBIX TPOII JIECHBIX OOUTATENEH, U, pa3yMeeT-
Csl, HE T0J] CTapbIM WJIM CYXUM JIEPEBOM, BETKUA KOTOPOTrO MOIJIU
CBAJIUTHCS HA HETO HOYBIO.

[Tocne aylIHBIX KWIUIL U3 OJIEHBUX IIKYpP, KOTOPbIE CTPOUT
ieMst Bopona, Topak ¢ HaciaxkaeHueM BepHYJICS K TOMy oOpa-
3y ’KU3HH, KOTOPBIF OHU BEJIU C OTIIOM, ¥ OBICTPO IMOCTPOMII cede
BpeMeHHOe YOeXKHIIe U3 KUBbIX JiepeBbeB. OH BHIOpAT TPU MO-
JIONICHbKUX OyKa, TMIPUTHYJT UX JIPYT K JIPYTY, CBS3aJl COCHOBBIM
KOPHEBUIIIEM, W MOJYyYMJIOCh HeKoe moaooue masnaiia. CBepxy
Topak HaOpocas BETOK, TOTOM MXa, a TIOTOM ellle BETOK. YTpOM
JOCTATOYHO Oy/IeT pa3Bs3aTh BEPXYIIKM OYKOB — U JIepeBlia Kak
HU B 4eM He ObIBaJIO CHOBA MOTSHYTCS K COJTHITY.

Cnenap ceOe MOACTUIIKY M3 MPOILIOrOAHeN JTJOMKON OyKOBOM
KOPbI, OH BTAIllUJ CBOM TMOKUTKM B Iajaml. TaM CUJIbHO MaxJjio
3emuier 1 Jlecom.

— 29X, xoporo! — BOCKJIUKHYJ Topak u TyT ke MOYyBCTBOBAJI,
YTO TOJIOC €r0 3BYUUT KaK-TO HEECTECTBEHHO.

Houb Obuia Teruias, KyJ 0KHBIA BeTep, Tak 4Tto Topak ¢ mo-
MOIIBI0 KPEeMHEN W TpyTa U3 O6epe30BOM KOpHI pa3Besl COBCEM
HEOOJIBITION KOCTEPOK, OOJIOKUB €ro KAMHSIMH, YTOObI OTOHb HE
coexain B Jlec.

OH BCIOMUHAJI T€ HOYM, KOI/1a OHU C OTLIOM MOJONTY CUAEIN
HAaJl KPACHBIMU YTOJIbSIMU, AUBSICh STOMY 3araIOUHOMY CYIIECTBY



— CBOEMY J1I00pOMY JpYry-OrHIO, JAIOIIEMY JIIO/ISIM KU3Hb. VH-
TEPECHO, a YTO CHUTCS OTHIO, KOI/1a OH CITUT BHYTPY JIPEBECUHBI !
W kyna oH yxomur, Koraa ymupaer?

Briepsbie 3a Bce 310 BpeMs Topak Kak crieayer 3a1yMascs o
CBOMX copoauyax u3 rieMenn biaropognoro OsneHs, ¢ KOTOpBI-
MU, BO3MOKHO, BCKOpe BCTpeThuTcs. Kak-To OHM ero npumyt?
Byzer 1 oH 4yBCTBOBaTh ceOs1 B 9TOM IUIeMeHH uykakom? Benip,
B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, CJIOKMCh BCE MHAUe, OH TOXXe MTPUHA/IIeKaT Obl
K UX IJIEMEHHU, IOTOMY YTO MarTh J1aXe Yalie JaeT HOBOPOXKJIECH-
HOMY peOeHKY CBOe IJIEeMEHHOe MMsl, a He uMs ero otia. U to-
ria oH, Topak, Toxe Bbipoc Ob B camom Cepmre Jleca, u oter,
BO3MOXKHO, He Torud Obl, ¥ ¢ Boskom oHM HUKOTIa ObI HE BCTpe-
TUIUCh. ..

Her, 310 yx cmumkom! Kyna ero, oqHako, 3anecno! U, 3anpe-
THB ceOe qymarh 00 oTie 1 0 Boske, Topak oTrnpaBuiicst Ha To-
VICKY TUIIIY.

OH BBIKOIAJT HECKOJIBKO CIIAJKMX KOPHEW JUKOU OpPXUIEH U
3aleK MX B 30JI€, IOTOM CIEJIaJl HEYTO BPOAE ropsYer Kally U3
JIMCTbEB MapH, c1I00peHHOM AMKUM YecHokoM. [Tormyuummock ao-
BOJIBHO BKYCHO, HO €CThb €My IIOKa HE XOTEJIOCh, U OH PEIINI
OCTaBUTD Kallly Ha MIOTOM.

Topax nonsemmBa Oyp/IioK ¢ TETUION Kalllei MOBHIIIe Ha BET-
Ky JiepeBa, 4ToObl yOepedb ero OT JIECHBIX BOPHIIIEK, KOI/a To
Jlecy rynkum axom pasHeccsl KyTKUI BOILIb.

N or storo Borisa y Topaka Bce noXosionesio BHyTpH.

370 OBUIO HE BU3INIMBOE, 3ATUBHCTOE TSIBKAHBE pacCepiKeH-



HOW JIMCULIBI U HE TIPU3bIBHOE PbIYAHUE PHICHU, UIITYIIIEN TOJPYTY.
It0 Kpryan yenoBek. Vnm To cymmecTBo, KOTopoe paHsbiie Obl-
JI0 yenoBekoM. Kpuk goHocuiics, cyas Mo BCeMy, U3 3araiHou
yacru Jleca.

UyBCTBYs, Kak B Ceplie 3anoi3aer crpax, Topak cMoTpen Ha
Crymasiyecs nop gepesbsaimu TeHu. Ckopo sietHee ConHuecTo-
sTHMe, TaK YTO HOYb OyJeT KopoTkoi. Ho 1 Ha camyio KOpOTKyio
HOYb €r0 MYXKECTBA C TPYAOM XBATHUT!

Bripouewm, Jlec ObL eltie 1oJIoH OOJITOBHU APO3/I0B M X PUTLIO-
r'0 XOXOTa AATIOB. B 31y nopy nrutiel oot Bco HOYb. M Topak
ObLJT HECKa3aHHO PaJl TAKON KOMIIaHUM.

«A mnems BopoHa, — nmogymMan oH BApPYT, — CUAUT ceryac y
6oubioro kocrpa. Ha crtosiHke nmaxHer IpeBeCHbIM JILIMOM U BsI-
JIEHOU JIOCOCHHOU. CIIBIIIIATCA pacKkaTucThid cmex Ocnaka...»

Her. «/laxe caMo AbIXaHUE JIeTa OTPABJIEHO» — TAK CKa3aJl TOT
OXOTHUK.

Topak ObICTPO pacKartasl CiaTbHBIN MEIIOK ¥ HBIPHYJT B HETO,
NIOJIOKUB pAgoM opyxkue. Ene HeCKOJIbKO MMHYT Ha3all CHarh
€My COBCEM He XOTesioch. Ternepb ke OH BPYT 1yBCTBOBAJI ceOst
CMEPTEJIbHO YCTaJIbIM.

W MrHOBEHHO YCHYIL.

W ckBO3b COH yCIBIIIAT YEU-TO MPOH3UTEIBHBIA XOXOT. My-
YUTEJILHO MbITASICh POCHYTHCS, OH MOHSI, YTO 3TO HE XOXOT, a
CTOH — YK€ 3HAaKOMbBIW €My W YPE3BHIYANHO OMACHBIH. . .

Elie cekyH1a — M COH MUT'OM CJIETEI C HETO: OH YCIbIIIAT IIIyM
MAIA0IIETO AEPEBA — U 0epedo naoano 8 e2o CMopoHy !



Horwu 3anytanuce B ciaJisbHOM MelIKe, U Topak HUKaK HE MOT
UX BBICBOOOIUTH. VI3BMBasICh, KaK TyCEHHUIIA, OH BBITTON3 U3 II1a-
Jlaiia, ¢ TPYIOM BCKOYMJI U MPSIMO B MENIKE HEJIOBKO MPBITHYJI B
CTOPOHY, TYT K€ ynaJjl, YyTh HE YTOAUB B KOCTEP, U NEPEKATUIICS
B 32pOC/IM NANOPOTHUKOB KaK pa3 B Ty MUHYTY, KOT/Ia MPSIMO Ha
€ro IaJall pyxHyJo 340POBEHHOE AEPEBO.

Wckpbl Tak 1 B3BWIKCH K HeOecam. KauHymuch TeMHble BETBU.
W TyT e 3amepyiv — YCIIOKOMJIUCH.

Topak HEMOABMKHO JieKaJl CpPe/Id MAlIOPOTHUKOB, CEPALIE €0
6ereHo OMII0Ch, TIO CITUHE TEKJIM CTPYHKH XononHoro nota. O
Be/Ib ITPOBEPUIT BCE MOBPEkKAeHHBIE Oypeil AepeBbs BOKpyr! Co-
BEpILIEHHO TOYHO nposepui! Jla u BeTpa-To No4Ty Her!

W oH BCIOMHMIT TOT cMeX. 37I00HBIN U B TO K€ BpeMsi CTpaH-
HO HaIIOMUHAIONINI cMeX pebeHka. Her, 3ToT cMex emy He mpu-
cHuIcs !

He pemasice Bctath, Topak elie HEeKOTOpoe BpeMsl BbIKUAT,
NOKa He yOemwuiics, YTo Bpojie Obl OCTaJIbHBIE IEPEBbs CTOSIT HA
mecte. [loTom BeIIyTasICs HAKOHEI U3 MEIKa U ToIIeNn oocre-
JOBaTh TO, YTO OCTAJIOCH OT €ro HIaJalia.

VYnaBmmii Ha miaai Kpernkuil MoJIoJo! siCEHb HAIIPOYb CJI0-
MaJl TpH I0HBIX OyKa, BEpIIMHKY KOTOpbIX Topak cBsizan BMecCTe;
KpOME TOI'0, SICEHb IOJTHOCTHIO NIEPEKPBLT EMY TOCTYI K OCTaB-
IIMMCS B IHayaile Bemam. BrpodeMm, eciay noBe3er, MOXKUTKU
CBOU €MY BHITAIlIUTh YJACTCS, BO BCSKOM Cllyyae, IPU CBETE KO-
crpa Topak cymen pasrisiieTb, YTO OHM Kak OyaITO 1efTbl. A BOT
ecau Obl caM OH BOBpPEMS He TIPOCHYJICS, €r0 TOYHO Pa3JaBUIIO



OBl ICpPEBOM.

U Bce xe... ecm 3TOT MpecienoBaresib X04eT ero youTh, To
3a4eM eMy MOHaJoOUsIoCh Mpeayrpexaarh Topaka CBOUM CMe-
xoM? Vi OH Wrpaet ¢ HUM, Kak Kolllka ¢ Mblibio? HackinaeT Ha
HEro OITACHOCTH 3a OIMACHOCTBIO U C JII0OOITBITCTBOM HAOIIONAET,
YTO U3 ITOTO MOTYUHUTCS.

Kocrep Bee enie ropeit. B3siB B 01HY pyKy ropsiiyio BETKY, a B
JpYryio — HOX, Topak BHUMATEIbHO OCMOTPEN CTBOJ YIABIIIETO
SICEHSI.

U Bckope oOHapy:KuI ciiessl OT Tornopa. HermyOokue, HepoB-
HbIe, ClIeNlaHHbIe BechMa Heyme0. OTHaKo TOro BIOJHE XBaTH-
710, 4TOOBI AEPEBO MOBAIUIIOC.

«CTpaHHO, — lyMaJ OH, — a Ha 3eMJIe He BUJJHO HUKAKUX Clie-
10B. VI HM Manelmmx MprU3HAKOB TOTO, YTO KTO-TO CTOSUT BO3JIE
sICeHs1 U pyOUJI ero».

Topak erie pa3 ocMOTpes Bce BOKPYT, CBeTs cede ropsiiiei
BeTkoil. Het, Huuero. Moxer, oH uro-to npomyctui? Bpsg nu.
VX creqpl-To OH yMeeT YuTaTh OYeHb XOPOIIIO.

KocHyBIvch nanbiieM pydyeiika JpeBEeCHOTO COKa, COUMBIIIE-
rocsi 1o CTBOJy siceHsi, Topak MOHSI, YTO COK YKe 3arycren, —
3HAYMT, CTBOJI OBbLT MOAPYOJIeH 3apaHee, a MOTOM €ro OCTaJloCh
TOJIBKO UyTh TOJKHYTh. YTO MpecienoBarelis u cuenan, eqsa To-
paK yCHyJI.

«OnATp ke cTpaHHO, — Haxmypuiics Topak. — Benp Henb3s
e TIOBAIUTH IEPEBO a0COIOTHO HECHBIIHO!» Tak mouemy ke
OH HUYETO HE YCIbIIan?



W TyT 10 HEro A0ILIO: OH Be/b XOAMII 32 BoJou K peke! [Toka
OH HamoJHsUT OYpIIOK, IITyM BOJIbI, €CTECTBEHHO, 3arIyIiai Bce
poYue 3ByKH!

Cros1 cpeiy TEeMHBIX IEpPEBbEB HAJl YMHUPAIOIIMMHU IOHBIMU Oy~
kamu, Topak Medran 00 OTHOM: YTOOBI PSOM OKazascs Bojik.
Ot BHMMaHMs Bojka HUYTO OBl HE YCKOJIB3HYJIO. Y HEro Takou
TOHKMI CITyX, YTO OH CJIBIIIIUT, KaK MPOIUIBIBAIOT B HeOe o0aka.
W Takoii oCTphIf HIOX, YTO OH YyeT JbIXaHUE PHIOBI.

— Ho Bonka 3aech Het! — cepmuto ckazain cede Topak. — OH
OYEHb JAJIEKO OTCI0Aa, Ha CesieHHou [ope.

BriepBbie 3a 11ecTh MECSIIeB OH JJa)Ke 3aBbITh HE MOT OT TOCKU
10 CBOEMY YTPaue€HHOMY JPYTy: ¥ IIPEICTaBUTh ceOe HEBO3MOXK-
HO, KTO — WJIM YTO — MOXET OTBETUTh HAa €r0 FOPECTHBIN MTPU3BIB.

Beiymuth m3-mion 0OJIOMKOB IIajiaiia CBOW TIOKUTKU U TIO-
CTpOUTHh HOBOE yOexwine Topaky ymansoch TOJNBKO K CeperHe
HOYM, U OH ITPOCTO MaJai OT ycTajJocTh. OueHb HEMPUATHO, KO-
HEYHO, YTO OH HEBOJILHO MOCITYKIJT PUYMHON TMOENTN TPeX MO-
JIOAEHbKUX AepeBbeB. [IpsAMO-Taku 4yBCTBOBAIOCh, KaK UX Y-
M NAPAT B BO3/yXE, TOCKYIOIIIUE, PACTEPSIHHbIE, HE B CHJIaX MO-
HSATb, IOYEMY KX JIMIIWIIM 3aKOHHOT'O [TpaBa BbIPACTH U CTaTh HA-
CTOSIIIIUMU OOJIBIIIUMU JIEPEBbSIMHU.

«3ITO BCE TBOSI BUHA, — KA3aJI0Ch, IienTtaiu Topaky apyrue
JepeBbsl. — ITO Thl IIpuHEC B Jlec 3710...»

Ha stot pa3 Topak He puckHyn 3a0MpaThCsl B CHIAJILHbINA Me-
oK. BMecTo 3TOro oH pazxer KocTep y BXoja B CBOM HOBBIM
HIaJIAII ¥ YCEJICSl TaM, HAKMHYB MEIIIOK Ha IJIeYr U JepXka Ha KO-



neHsix Tonop. Cnatb Bposie Obl COBCEM He XOTENIOCh. A XOTEJOCh,
9TOOBI IIOCKOPee HACTYIHJI PACCBET. ..

[TpocHyJicst oH BHe3arHO. M omsSITh OT OIIyIIEHU S, YTO 32 HUM
CIIe[IAT, HO Ha TOT pa3 ollylleHre ObLIO0 HECKOJIBKO UHBIM. U B
BO3/yXE BUCEJ KAKOU-TO CTPaHHBbII 3anax: rOpsiYuid, CUJIbHBIN U,
B 00I1IeM, 3HAKOMBIi{, HEMHOTO HAaITOMWHABIIVI 3arlax TyJIsIBHH-
Ka, HO TOJIKOM OH CO CHa HUKaK He MOT OMpeAesUThb, YTO ke ITO
3a 3arnax.

W TyT OH 3aMeTHJI, YTO MO TY CTOPOHY KOCTpa KTO-TO CTOUT U
CMOTPUT Ha Hero OyiecTsAImMu riazamu. Pyka cama co0oii cTuc-
HYJIa PYKOSITh TOIIOpA.

— Tb1 kTO? — XpUILIO cipocua Topak.

Cy1miecTBO 4TO-TO TPOBOPYATIO B OTBET.

— K10 THI? — HOBTOPWJI OH CBOW BOIPOC.

Cy111eCTBO IIEBEBHYJIOCH, TIaMsI KOCTPa OCBETUJIO ero, v To-
PaK OKaMeHes OT yKaca.

[epen HuM cTost qUKKi KabaH. OrpoMHBIN camelr JJTMHOW OT
MOPIBI JIO XBOCTA B JIBa OOJIBIIIMX UEIOBEYECKHX TPBIKKA U Be-
COM MOOOJIBIIIe, YEM TPOE KPYMHBIX My:k4uH. Ero 6osbIime Mox-
HaThle KOPUYHEBbIE YIIIN CTOSIM TOPYKOM, a MaJIeHbKHUE TIa3Ku
HACTOPOKEHHO CMOTpenu npsiMo Ha Topaxa.

Topak 3actaBuit ceOst CTOSTh HenoIBMKHO. KabaH 0ObIYHO He
HarajaeT MepBbIM, €CJIM, KOHEUHO, HEe paHeH WJIM He 3alluIaeT
cBoux jaerensinieil. Ho pasbsipeHHbIil kKabaH criocoOeH OexaTb
TaK ke OBICTPO, KaK OJIeHb, 1 OH COBEPIIIEHHO HEYSI3BUM.

— 4 He xenato TeOe 371a, — THXO cKazan kabany Topak, 3Has,



YTO TOT €ro, KOHEUHO Ke, He TIOUMET, HO, MOXKET ObITh, I0Ta ia-
€TCs1 O CMBICTIE CKa3aHHOTO TI0 MUPHOMY TOHY.

Bosnbine kabaHbW YK MEBeIbHYIMCh. B oTONMECKax kKocTpa
CBEPKHYJIM KEJTOBAThIe KJIBIKA. 3BEph Pa3apakeHHO 3aBOpYA
Y, ONYCTUB MAaCCUBHYIO TOJIOBY, IIPUHSLICS PBHITh 3eMJII0 BOKPYT
Pa3pyIIEHHOTO MIANaIIa.

Emy, coOcTBeHHO, HykHa OblIa TOJBKO ena. Havamo jera —
CKYIHBIT TIepUOL 1Sl KaOAHOB, OT MPOILIOTOJHUX OCEHHHX STOJI
U KeJlyJed K 3TOMY BPEMEHHU OCTAIOTCsS OJHU BOCIIOMUHAHMSI.
Hwudero ymuBuTeIbHOTO, 4TO KaOaH TaK CTapaTeIbHO BBIKATIHIBA-
eT M3 3eMJIM BCSAKHE KOPEIKHU, KYKOB, UepBed M BOOOIIE BCe,
YTO MOXHO CHECTb.

Ha Topaka 3Bepb 00Jibllie HUKAKOr0 BHUMaHUsI He oOparnal,
¥ TOT Yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMsI IaKe PEIIUIICS 3alOJI3TH B CTIANTb-
HBII MEIIIOK ¥, CBEPHYBIIIUCH B KJIYOOK, JIesKaJl OUeHb TUXO, ITPH-
CIYIIMBAsCh K YCIIOKaWBAIOIIEMy CoreHuio kabaHa. HoBwlii co-
cen ObUI, MOXKAJTyH, TpyOOBAaT U HACTPOEH HE CIIMIIIKOM JIpYKe-
moGOHO, HO Bce paBHO Topak ObuUT eMy paf. Y KaOaHOB OTIMYHBIE
ciayx u HioX. [Toka OH psIoM, HUKTO — HU OOJIbHOM Oe3yMell, Hi
TOT 3JI00HBII TIpeciieIoBaTesb — HE CMOKET MOJIOUTH OJIM3KO.

Ho Benb Bckope KabaH yijer.

I'napa Ha KpacHele yriu KocTpa, Topak aymal, 4To, HaBep-
Hoe, ®uH-KenHH ObUT MpaB; MOX0XKe, OH AEUCTBUTEIBHO T03-
BOJIAJT 3aMaHUTD ceOsl B JIOBYIIKY, YIS U3 TuieMeHn BopoHa.
OYeHb TOXOXke, YTO TOT MpecsieoBaTeNb — KTO Obl OH HU ObLT —
3aBeJl ero MMEHHO Ty/Ja, Kyda u XoTel. M tenepb oH ocTaics B



Jlecy coBcem onuH.

Ho kt0 ObI OH HU OBUI, STOT MPECIeNOBaTeNlb, B Ty HOUb OH
NOTPYIWJICS Ha CIaBY.

Korga Topak HakOHell POCHYJICA U BBITNIOJI3 U3 CBOETO 111aJia-
ma, Mopocu Joxab. Kaban ymien, koctep HOTyX, U KTO-TO OT-
KaTWJI OT HEro B Pa3Hble CTOPOHBI KAMHM, 3aTOINTAB KOCTPHULIIE.
Kt0-TO Tak:xe mpoOpajics B maaii, noka Topak crias, BeITaluI
y HEro U3 KOJIYaHa, JIEXKaBIIEro 10J roJI0BOM, BCE CTPEbl U BO-
TKHYJI X B KOCTPUILIE, CJIOBHO ITBITASICh CO3/aTh HEKUI PUCYHOK.

U Topak cpa3zy y3HaJ1 3TOT 3HaK. IT0 O Tpe3yoerl, 3Hak [1o-
kuparenen dym.

OmnycTuBIIMCh HA KOJIEHO, TOpak BBIAEPHY/I M3 KOCTPUILA Ofl-
HY CTpeJy.

— Hy xopo11o, — TpoMKO CKa3asl OH, IOJHUMAsICh HA HOTH. —
41 3Ha10, UTO THI YMEH; 51 3HAIO, YTO Thl OTJIMYHO YMeelllb KO MHe
nozpkpaasiBarbes. Ho Thl caMblil HACTOALIMI TPYC, ECIIM cernvac
K€ He BBIIJICIIb U HE BCTPETUILLCSA CO MHOM JIMLIOM K JIALY !

Ho HUKTO He BbILIE K HEMY U3 IPOMOKIIIETO OT JOXKAsA MOJI-
JIECKa.

— Tpyc! — kpuknyn Topak.

Jlec xpman.

Topaky oTBeYaJI0 JIULIb I'YJIKOE IXO.

— Yero tebe OT MeHs1 Ha/10? — MPOIOJIKaJl BRIKPUKUBATh To-



pak. — Berxomu! [laBaii BctpetrmMcs B uectHoM 0oto! CKaxu XOTs
OB, Yero Thl OT MEHsI XOUeIlh?

Ho B OTBET OH ciibllIasl JIMIIb IIEJECT JOKAS MO JUCThSM /1a
OTHAJEHHbIN CTYK nAmia. Karmm 6e33ByYHO cTeKaiu Mo pasro-
psAyeHHoMy Jiiny Topaka.

MuHoBaJIo yTpO, a HOKIb BCce He KoHUalcs. Topak Jioow
JOK[Ib: OH TPUHOCHJI MPOXJIaAy W Pa3roHsuT Momkapy. Topak
JOBOJIHO OBICTPO MWHOBAJI €llie JIBEe JOJWUHbI 1 HEMHOTO BOC-
npsaHyJ AyxoM. ONIyIIeHHe TOro, YTO 32 HUM CJISAAT, HECKOJIBKO
ocna6so. M Toro 6e3yMHOro BOsi OH OOJIbIIE HE CIIBIIIAI.

Bo3moxkHO, Bce 3TO Grnaromapsi TOMy, 4TO KaOaH IMOCTOSHHO
HaxXOIWJICs TAe-To psfoM. Topak ero He BHIEN, HO CIIEIbl €ro
HE3pUMOTO MPHUCYTCTBHS 3aMedall TO U Jiesio. bosbiie yyacTku
BBIBEPHYTOTO JIEPHA, TJIe OH PhUICS B MOMCKAX KOPEIIKOB U Yep-
Bell. ['psi3HyI0 My y KOpHe#d OoMbIoro Oyka, Ijie OH BaIsUICs;
nieperavyKaHHyIo IPsI3bI0 KOPY, O KOTOPYIO OH BCJIACTh MOYecasICs
10CJIe TPSA3EBOM BaHHBbI.

Topaky Bce 3TO UL PUOABIISIIO OOAPOCTH. Y HEro MOsIBUII-
Ccs1 HOBBIM TOBapwmil. MIHTepecHO, yMas OH, CKOJIbKO 9TOMY Ka-
Oany s1eT? U He OTell I OH TeX MOXHATBIX MIOPOCST, KOTOPBIX OH
BU/JIEJI HAKAHYHE?

JleHb yXke KJIOHMIICS K Beuepy, KOria MX IyTH HaKOHeIl Tiepe-
CEeKJIMCh. MaJTbuMK U KaOaH HAMINCh U3 OJHOTO PYUbsl U yJIer-



JIUCh OT/IBIXaTh HA OJIHOW M TOW K€ YIOTHOM, HABEBAIOLIEH ApeMY
NOJISTHKE. A OJIMH pa3, Korjaa o0a MPUHSUIMCH UCKATh IPEBECHbIC
rpuObl, KabaH BAPYT IPO3HBIM peBOM OTOrHaJ Topaka rnogasibiie
U Jaxe pacToritai rpud, Kotopbiii Topak cooupacs cbectb. To-
PaK TOJILKO TIOTOM TIOHSUI, TOYeMy KaOaH Tak Bels ceOs1, — Korjia
paccMoTpet rpud MOBHUMATETbHEN. DTO OKa3aJicsi BOBCE HE Che-
JOOHBIN ApeBeCcHbIN rpr0, a OYeHb MOXOKUI HA HETO SIJIOBUTHIA;
U Terephb, Korjaa KabaH pa3fgaBuil €ro, craja BUIHA ero cepiile-
BUHA HETIPUSITHOTO KpacHOro 1Beta. COOCTBEHHO, KaOaH TOJIBKO
YTO CHac ero v Mo-CBOeMy, XOTsI U JIOBOJIbHO CEPAUTO, MOCOBE-
TOBaJI BIpEeAb ObITh OCTOPOXKHEE.

Jloxap MpoAoIkal MATH U Ha criedyioliee yTpo. Beck Jlec Obu1
OKYyTaH TyMaHOM, TOYHO uiamoM. Ho korga Topak nmpomomkui
CBOW MYTh HAa BOCTOK, TO BCKOPE IMOHSUI, YTO HE TOJILKO TyMaH
CKPBIBAET OT HEro CBET COMHIIA: caM Jlec cTaHOBMIICA BCe TyIle
1 TeMHee.

Topaxk npuBbIk K OTKpbITOMY JlECy, Iie KPOHBI IEPEBLEB MPO-
MYCKaJIM MHOTO COJIHIIA, /Ia Y TIO/IJIECOK ObLT HE CIIUIIKOM TY-
CTHIM. A ceifuac OH J00pasics yXKe JI0 TeX XOJIMOB, UTO CTOPO-
xumu Cepane Jleca. ['mranTckue ayObl, MOAOOHO CTOPOKEBBIM
OanHsIM, BBICUJIMCH Ha/l MAJIBUUKOM, IIUPOKO PACKUHYB MOTY-
yue BETBU U CJIOBHO MPUKa3biBas: MOBEPHU Ha3ag! A B mojjec-
ke Topak CKpbIBaJICS C TOJIOBOI; 3TO ObLIA HACTOSIIME 3aPOCIIU
YEepHOT'o THCA U SI0BUTOTrO OosMrosioBa. He6o coBceM CKphLIOCh
3a HETIPOHMIIAEMOM TIECTPOTOM JIMCTBSHOTO TIOKPOBA.

Bechb nenp kabaHa moonmsoctu He ObUIO, U Topak gake co-



CKyumJics 1o Hemy. KpoMme Toro, oH He TOJIbKO OIacalicsi CBOEro
TAaMHCTBEHHOT'O TPECIIEA0BATENIS], HO U TO, YTO KAAJIO BIIEPENH,
HAYMHAJIO €r0 CTPAIIUTD.

Bce yame oH BcOMUHANI MCTOPUM, KOTOPbIE paccKa3blBall
emy orell. «B Cepaue Jleca, Topak, Bce mo-gpyromy. Tam u ne-
PEBbsI CJIOBHO BCETJ]a HACTOPOXKE, U JIIOY Kyaa 6ojiee Mmogo3pu-
TesbHble. Ecii korpa-nmmbo ocMenuiibest 3adparbes Tyna, Oyib
octopokeH. M momuu, uto netom Benukwii [lyx yacro 6poaur
10 JIECHOU Yaille B 0OJIMYbe BHICOKOTO YeJIOBEeKa C OJIEHbUMU PO-
ramu. ..»

Vke K Beuepy, U No-TpekHeMY Mo AoKIeM, Topak pemmn
OCTaHOBUTBCS y pPyubsi U HEMHOTO NepeloxHyTb. [loBecuB opy-
KM€ Ha BETKY Maayda, OH MOJOIIeN K BOAE, YTOOBl HANIOIHUTD
OypIIOK.

Ha BnaxxHOM 3emuie OTYETIIMBO BUAHEIUCH CBEXUeE ciienbl. Ka-
6aH y>ke MmoObIBaJ 3[16Ch, U COBCEM HE/IABHO, — €r0 KOMBITIA TITy-
OOKO OTIIeYaTaIiCh B MOKPOM IecKe. Bhuto MpUsATHO y3HATh, 4TO
ero Apyr Henogaieky. OMyCTUBIIMCH HAa KOJIEHU U CYHYB IOp-
JIBIIIKO Oyp/ioKa B BOAY, Topak Mouysi 3HAKOMBIN TOPUNUYHBINA
3arax U yCMEXHYJICS.

— A s-TO Aymal, KyJa Thl mofeBajcsi! — mpoOOpMOTas OH.

Ha nmpyrom Oepery pyubsi IIeBeIbHYJIUCh TATIOPOTHUKU — U
OTTYyJa MOSIBWICS KaOaH.

Ho ¢ Hum siBHO 4TO-TO ciyumiock. JKectkast Oypasi mepcTb
CIIUIUIACh OT MoTa. MajeHbKue I1a3Kku, OOBe/IeHHbIE KPACHBIMU
000/IKaMHu, TYTIO CMOTpeJH rpsiMo Ha Topaka.



Topak BeIPOHHUIT OYPIIOK ¥ MOTSTHIICS.
KabGau 37100H0 3aBU3KAI.
U Gpocuicst Ha HETo.



I'maBa 9

Topak cTpeMHUTENTHHO OTCKOYMJI 3a OJIMKaiIee qepeBo, v Ka-
OaH TpoJeTesl MUMO.

Vxac npupan Topaky cwi. Iloanpelrays, OH yXBaTWicCA 3a
BETKY M IIOBUC Ha Heil, OoiTasi B BO3[yXe HOraMH U CTapasich
B300paThCs Ha IEPEBO, — TOJIBKO UTO KJIBIKM 3BE€PsI BOH3UIIUCDH B
CTBOJI B TOM MECTe, Ti€ OH CTOSLIL.

HepeBo 3aapoxano. Topak 4To ObLJIO CHJT BUENWICS B KOPY.

HaxoHen emy yznanoch 3aKMHYTb HOTY ¥ OCEIJIaTh BETKY, I10-
TOM OH MOATSHYJICS U 100pasics 1o pa3Buwiku. KaGan, kazanoch,
BOT-BOT /IO HEro JI0OCTaHeT, HO Bblllle Topak MOIHATLCS HE MOT:



BETKU Y JiepeBa ObUIM CIIMITIKOM TOHKMMHU. Baiivaku ¢ Hero cpa-
3y CBIWJIKCH, a TPS3HbIE HOTY CKOJIB3UJIM IO MOKPOW KOpE; OH
BCEM TeJIOM NPWJIbHYJ K CTBOJY JiepeBa, YTOObl HEMHOI'O YCIIO-
KOUTbCA. BOpyr non HUM ¢ TpecKOM MOAJIOMUJIACh OfIHA U3 Be-
ToK. KabaH TyT 5ke BCKOUMJI, TOJHSI FOJIOBY U 37I00HO YCTABUIICS
Ha Topaka.

Ero kapue ria3a, coBceM HeJJaBHO TaKue CIIOKOWHBIE U MY/I-
pbie, BbLJIE3JIU U3 OPOUT U HAIMIIUCH KPOBBIO. UTO ke ¢ HUM City-
yrsioch? OTUEro oH BAPYT MpeBpaTWiICsA B 00e3yMeBIliee Uyio-
Buie? M moyemy 3TO Tak MOXOXe Ha TO, YTO MPOUCXOAUIIO C
Ocnakom?

— Ho s Beap TBOM Apyr! — nporenTtan Topak.

KaGan xpuriio B3peBes u ¢ IyMOM MOMYAJCs KyJa-To B Ya-
y.

He BosBpamazicsa oH gonro, 1 Topak HakOHel OCMENIUICS
B3JIOXHYTh C OOJIerYeHreM, XOTb ¥ MMOHUMAJI, UTO CITyCKaThCs Ha
3eMJTIo erie paHo. KabGaHbl BecbMa XUTPHI M YMEIOT, 3aTauBIIIUCh,
JOXKIATbCS TOAXOAsAIIed MUHYTHL. W 3TOT TOXe MOT OKa3aTbCs
i€ YTOHO.

Ot HeynoOHOH no3bl HOrv 'y Topaka 3aTekiu, CTOMJIO YyTh
HIEBEJIbHYThCS, U MPABYI0 CKpyTUia cynopora. OH OMyCTuII I1a-
3a, JKeJask pacTepeTh HOTY, M C U3yMJIEHHEM OOHapy XKW1, YTO HO-
T CTaJM TAKUMH CKOJIb3KMMH MOTOMY, YTO BhIMa3aHbl HE Tpsi-
3b10, a KpoBbI0! BuiHO, KabaH Bce ke ycnes 3aJeTh €ro KJIIKOM,
HO Topak cropsiya 3TOro gaxe He mo4yBcTBoBajl. UYTO XK, TEnepsp,
CH[ISI Ha JIepeBe, OH yXke HI4eM cebe TTOMOYb He MOXKET.



Hoxap noutu nepectai. Ctano aaxe MporsiabBaTh COMHIIE.
Bokpyr BuIHETMCH CIUIONIb AyOB! U TIaAyOBl, 2 BHU3Y — HACTOSI-
1[1e 3apOCiiv MAMOPOTHUKOB U TaBOJTU. B cOTHEYHOM CcBeTe Bce
9TO BBIVISAZIEIIO YIMBUTEIBHO MUPHO.

Ho B BO3myxe BUCes ropunyvHBIi 3arax KadaHa. 3Bepb MOT
OBbITh B IATH marax oT Topaka, u Bce paBHO Topak HUKOTIa Obl
ero He 3ameTw1. [loka He cTano Obl CIAMIIIKOM MO3IHO.

[Ipssmo nox TopakoM ropuxBOCTKa, CJIETEB Ha JIUCT JIOIyXa,
NuJia JOXKJIEBYIO BOAY, M OH PEIINJI, YTO OCTOPOXKHAS ITUYKA HU-
Korja Obl He cJiesiasia 3TOro, ecyid Obl KaOaH MPSATaICs OOIN30-
CTH.

YtoObl B 3TOM yOEIUTHCS, OH BHITAILIMII HOX U, OBICTPO TPO-
OOPMOTAaB CJI0Ba U3BUHEHHMSI TyXY MBbI, Cpe3ajl HEOOJbIIYIO BET-
Ky ¥ OpOCHII ee BHH3.

['opuxBOCTKa TYT ke yjaerena. A MaNmOPOTHUKU CIIOBHO B30-
PBAJINCh.

[Mpuxumasich k aepeBy, Topak cMoTpes, Kak KabaH Tep3aer
OpOITIEHHYIO M BETKY. 3BEpPb MOJICBAJ €€ KJIBIKaMH, TOIITAJI U B
UTOTE, COBEPIICHHO N3MOYAJIUB, BOWII B 3emtio. Eciin 661 Topak
CIPBITHYJI BHU3, HA MECTE 3TOUN BETKU OKa3aJicsi Obl OH caM.

OTIIBBIPHYB MCTEP3aHHYIO0 BETKY BMECTE C 3eMJIeil B Maro-
POTHUKH, KaOaH Pe3KO pa3BEpHYJICS, HATHYJI HUXE TOJIOBY U OpO-
CHWJICSI Ha JIEPEBO.

OH c Takoi1 CHJIOH yJapuIl IJIEYOM O CTBOJI, YTO 3€MJIS1 B3/1pOr-
HYJIa, CJIOBHO Ha Hee yraJl C rOpbl 3J0pOBEHHBIN BalyH. C BETOK
HECYACTHOW MBBI TOKAEM IMOCHIIAIUCH JTUCThSA. A Topak, ciBu-



HYB OpOBH, ellle Kpenye BIENWICs B BETKY.

Kaban ymapun cHOBa.

U ewe pas.

N eme.

Vikac oxBatun Topaka: OH MOHSUI, YTO KabaH IMBITAETCS BbI-
KOpY€eBaThb UBY.

U 370 BriosHe emy no cuinaMm. Tenepb-1o Topak noHrmant, 4to
BBIOpaU1 Henoaxosiee aepeBo. BMecto kopeHactoro nyda nim
XOTs1 Obl TIay0a, BIIOHE CIIOCOOHBIX BBIIEPKATh HATUCK Pa3b-
SIPEHHOTO KabaHa, OH B30OpaJICsl Ha JOBOJIBHO MOJIOYIO UBY, Yy
KOTOPOW CTBOJI JIMIITb HEMHOTUM TOJIIIE €r0 COOCTBEHHOTO TeJIa.

«Ox, Kakoil xe Tbl ypak, Topak!» — oOpyrai oH ce0sl.

Eume ynap KjiblKamMu — Ha 3TOT pa3 MOCJBIIIAICS T'POMKHUI
TPECK, M y OCHOBaHUSI iepeBa B KOpe BO3HMKJIA U3PSAHAS Tpe-
IIMHA, Yepe3 KOTOPYIO BUJHEIach PO30BATO-KOPUIHEBAsI JpeBe-
CHHA; 10 CTBOJTY, MOOIecKuBas1, modesxaa CTpyilKa JpeBeCHOro
COKa. ..

Henaii xe yro-uuOyms! [ymaii! [lymaii Osictpee!

Hy xopormo. Bo3moxHo, 0H cymeeT po0parbest 10 Onkaii-
1iero nyoa, eciy emy yaacTcsi MPOIOoi3TH 1O ITOW BETKe. . .

Topak czenan Bcero HeCKOJIbKO ABUKEHUM U TYT K€ BEPHYJICS
Hazag. Heuero u HagesaTocs! BeTka, MOXeT, ¥ BBITJISIIUT JIOCTa-
TOYHO MTPOYHOM, /12 TOJIBKO €ro BECa OHA HU 32 UTO HE BBIIEPXKMT.
DT0 ke MBa, Y HEE OUEHb XPYIIKas JpeBecrMHa, KOTOpasi 3arpo-
CTO JIOMaeTcst ¥ KpormTcsi. Tak uTo OH BRIOpaT He TOJIBKO camoe
MaJIeHbKOE 3JIeCh IEPEBO, HO U HAUMEHee MTPOYHOE.



W BIpyr mo coBepIlIeHHO HEMOHSITHOW NMpUYMHE KadaH mpe-
KPaTWJI CBOM aTaku. TOpaKy 3TO BHE3AITHOE CIIOKOVCTBUE 3BEPS
TIOKa3aJI0Ch, ITOKAJTYH, ellie OoJiee MyraoIuM, YeM ero oOereHast
SIPOCTb.

OH noHMMaJI, 4TO 3TO CXBaTKa HE Ha KU3Hb, a HA CMEPTh U
oH, Topak, ckopee BCero, MpoUrpaer: ero Tonop, JIyK U CTPeJIbl,
AKKypaTHO MOJBEIIeHHbIE K BETKe Maayda, HaXOAWIUCh OT HEro
BCETO B HECKOJIBKMX IIIarax, HO ObUIM a0COIOTHO HEIOCATAEMBI.

Hapnexma mocrerneHHo racia B ero jayire. Beixoga He ObLIO.
Briepenu HemuHyemasi ruOesb.

[loutn He co3HaBas, YTO JIENAET, OH MOJHEC CJIOKEHHBIE PY-
MIOPOM JIAJIOHU K TyOaM 1 TPOMKO T03BaJI IMO-BOTYbH:

— Bonk! I'ne To1? ITomorn!

Ho Hukakoro oTBera BeTep emMy He rpuHec. Bosk ObUT gaeko
orcioaa, Ha CesieHHou ['ope.

N monent B 3ton yactu Jleca, moxoxe, BoooO1e Hetr. HukTo He
YCHIBILIUT €70 KPUKa, HUKTO HE MPUAET €My Ha MOMOIIIb !

To, 4TO OH MOMPOCKI O TOMOIIM MO-BOJYbH, BHI3BAIO Y HETO
OCTpOe OIllyIlleH!e COOCTBEHHOM! YSI3BUMOCTH 1 OTHOBPEMEHHO
MPUIAJIO eMY CHJL

«Th1 ke u3 miemenn Bonka, — ckazan cede Topak. — Thl He
MO3BOJIMIIIL ceOe yMepeTh 3arHaHHBIM Ha BETKY, TOYHO KajKasi
Oenkal»

OH ObICTPO, HE J1aBasi COMHEHHSIM YKOPEHHTBCS B €ro JylIie,
cpe3aJl BeTKy MBHI UyTh JJIMHHEE COOCTBEHHOM PYKH, OYHMCTHII
€e OT Cy4YKOB, a TOHKMM KOHel| pacumenwi Baoib. [lomyunnace



ynpyrasi 4 IOBOJIbHO Kperkasi BUIKa. [lo BeTKH, Ha KOTOPOH BU-
CUT €ro OpyXHe, BCEro IBa-TpH Ilara, Tak 4ro, €CJIM MOBE3ET,
MO>KHO TIOITPOOOBAThH MOAUENUTH PACIHICTITICHHONW MaJKOH IIHY-
POK Ha PYKOSATU TONOPA, CHATh TONOP C BETKU U MOATAIIUTH K
ceOe.

BHu3y, nmpsiMo 1oj1 HUM, HaJl TOTEMHEBIIIEH OT MoTa KabaHben
CIIMHOU 00JIAYKOM BHCEI Tap.

K cyactbio, Ta BeTKa MBBI, 0 KOTOPOW HYKHO ObUIO MOJO-
Opatbcs MOONMIKE K 11eJTM, OKa3alach M caMoil Kperkoit. Topak
OCTOPOKHO MPOMOJ3 10 HEW, HACKOJIIBKO OCMENWIICS, U TTOTSIHYJI-
sl K TOIOPY, 3aKaB B PyKe PACHICIUIEHHYIO MaJIKY.

Ho e mocran.

OH BepHyJICs Ha3a[, CHsUI ¢ ce0s1 peMeHb U3 CHIPOMSITHOM KO-
Ku, 0OBSI3aJT OJIMH €r0 KOHeIl BOKPYT CTBOJIA WBHI, a 32 APYroOu
CXBaTWJICS TTOKPEMYe U CHOBA MOMOJ3 MO BETKE; TENEPb OH CMOT
MPOJIBUHYTHCS 3HAYUTENIBHO AAJIBIIIE.

N Ha 310T pa3 — ypa! — eMy yganoch NoALENUATh paclIeIIeH-
HbIM KOHIIOM BEPEBOYHYIO METII0 HA PYKOSTH TOIMOPAa U OCTO-
POXHO CHAITh TONIOP C BETKH Majayoda.

Ho Tonop okazascs camikom TsxkesbM. Paciierniensas Bet-
Ka yrpoxariie corHyiaack... He B cunmax 4to-nuGo mpearnpu-
HATh, TOpaK CMOTpEI, Kak TOOP MEAJIEHHO COCKAJIb3bIBAET C €€
KOHIIA M MaJIa€T BHU3, BOTKHYBILIHUCh JIE3BUEM B 3€MJIIO.

KabGaH npoH3uTenbHO 3aBU3XKAI, MOAAE TOMOpP KJIbIKAMU U
3alIBBIPHYJI €70 B MAllOPOTHUKHU.

Ho Topak pemmn He cnaBatbCsi. OH CHOBA BBHITSHYJICA B



CTPYHKY U TOIBITAJICS MOAUENUTh PACHICTNIEHHON MaJIKOil CBOM
ayk. EMy ynanock oCTOpOKHO MOAETh ero 3a TeTuBy. JIyk Obut
3HAYUTEJIBHO JIErYe TOIopa — BCEro JIMIIb TOHKAs MOJIOCKa THCA
C HAaTSIHYThIM Ha HEEe CYXOXWIMEM, — U Topak JIErKO CHSJI €ro ¢
BETKH.

Kak TOnbKO JIyK BHOBb OKAa3aJICS y HETO 3a IUIEYaMH, B Jylle
€ro OISITh BCIbIXHYJIA HAJIEk/1a HA CIIACEHUE.

— Bupen? — kpukHys on kabany. — Tsl Beib HEOOCH HE TyMall,
YTO 51 CMOTY 3TO c/ieiaTh?

Taxk, Tenepp KomuaH. I[lo-npexxHeMy Kpenko Iepxach 3a pe-
MeHb, Topak OBOJBHO OBICTPO CyMeN MOIIENHTh PaCIlernJIeH-
HBIM KOHIIOM MaJIKU ¥ KOJT4aH co crpesnamu. CaM KOolyaH MouTu
HUYEro He BECHJI — 3TO ObUI BCETO JIMIIIb CIIJIETEHHBIN U3 TPaBbl
KOHYC, — HO, Korja Topak moTsiHy;1 ero K ceOe, OH KauHyJICcs U
CTpesbl TaK M MOCBIIAIMCh U3 HEro Ha 3eMJ0. Topak pe3Kum
JBUKEHUEM MEPEXBAaTUII KOJTYaH — M BOBPEMSI: TaM €IlIe OCTaIOCh
TPU CTPEJIBL.

Ho ceituac on ObUT paj ¥ 3TOMY, TPOMKO BOCKJIMKHYB:

— HenbIx Tpu cTpelibl!

Tpu crpensl... Tpu cTpesbl. .. 4TOOb YOUTh B3pOCIIOro Kabda-
Ha? C TeM ke yCreXoM MOXKHO MOIBITaThCS CBAJIUTh OTPOMHOIO
JIOCS ITYYKOM TOJIEBBIX LIBETOB!

KabaH BcxparHyi 1 BO3OOHOBHJI CBOM aTaKH.

«benHas uBa! Bpsaa 1m oHa 101ro npoaepKUTCs», — MogyMal
Topak.

CKpIoYMBIIUCh, OOXBATUB HOTAMH COIPOTAIOIIUICS OT yjia-



POB CTBOJI JIepeBa, OH TIIETHO MBITAJICS MPULICITUTHCS, HO OJIH-
JKauIlasi BETKA BCE BpeMsI TOJIKaJa ero Moj NpaBylo pyKy.

Haxkonell emy Bce-Taku yaajioch BbICTpesnuTh. CTpena BOH3U-
Jach KabaHy B Tuie4o. 3Bepb B3peBell OT 00U, HO OT JiepeBa He
orcrynwics. Jlerkas crpenia mpuuMHWIA €My Bpefia He OoJblile,
YeM YKYC OBOJA.

Crucnys 3yobl, Topak BbicTpen cHoBa. Ho BTopas crpena
JIMIIb CKOJIb3HYJIA TIO MOIIIHOMY uepeny KabaHa, He MPUYMHUB
€My HUKaKOro Bpeja.

«Ilymaii, mymaii! — TBepaui cedbe Topak. — Eciu momacts ka-
OaHy B IUI€YO WJIM B OAIIIKY, EMY 9TO XOTb OBl UTO. A BOT €C/I1 Kak
clielyeT MPULIETUTLCA U TBOSI CTPEJa YTOAUT €My TOJ JIOTATKY,
TO, BO3MOHO, 33ICHET U CEPALIE. ..»

Emme ynap — uBa 3arpemana u Bcs 3aTpsiciach. Bckope kadaH
JI0 Hero 1o0epeTcs. . .

A kabaH TeM BpeMeHeM oOexasl BOKPYT JiepeBa U MPUroTo-
BUJICS K HOBOM artake. U Tyt Topak pa3misiaen y Hero noj nepej-
Hell Horow Oojiee cBetioe MATHO 1epcTu. OH MPULIETUIICS TOY-
HO B 3TO MSITHO U BHICTPEJIHIL

Cpasy ObUIO BHJHO: CTpesa BoILIa o4eHb riyOoko. KabGan
MIPOH3UTENILHO 3aBepeliai U PyxHy/I Ha OOK.

Bouapunace tuimHza.

Topak crbla TOIbKO CBOe BO30YXJICHHOE JIbIXaHUE U CTYK
JOXKJIEBBIX Karlesb IO JIMCThSIM NaropOTHUKA.

KabaHn nexan HenoaBUuKHO.

Topak BbLKMIAJ, TTOKA Y HETO HE KOHYMJIOCH TEPIIEHUE. YBHU-



JIeB, UTO 3BEpPb OOJIbIIIE HE IIEBEIUTCS, OH OCTOPOKHO CITyCTHJI-
csl C iepeBa.

W, okazaBIIMCh Ha B3PBHITOM 3€MJIE CIIMHOM K yMUpaIOIIen
UBE, MOYYBCTBOBAJI ce0sl COBEpIIEHHO Oe33allUuTHBIM. Y HEro
Oosbliie He ObLJIO HU CTPeJI, HA TOIopa — TOJIBKO HOX.

JlomkHO ObITh, KaOaH Bce-Taku MepTB. Ero mokpeiThie IEHON
Ooka OoJIblIie HE B3IBIMAIOTCS, 3HAUUT OH HE JIBIIIINUT. . .

PuckoBatb, onHako, Henb3s. 1o MepTBoro kabaHa Bcero Iiara
TPH, HO TIOIOM/IET OH K HEMY TOJIKO TOT/1a, KOT/Ia OTHIIIET TOTIOP.

Topak OeclIyMHO CKOJIb3HYJI 32 U3YPOJOBAHHBIN CTBOJI UBBI
Y TIPUHSUJICS IAPUTh B MIAIIOPOTHUKAX: TOTIOP JIOJKEH OBITh IJie-
TO 371€Ch.

A kabaH y Hero 3a CIHOM, MOIIATHIBASICH, MTOJHSIICS HA HOTH.

Topaka 0XBaTujO OTYasiHUE: HY Tje ke Tonop?!

U1 B TO MrHOBeHue, Koraa KabaH OpoCHIICS Ha HEro, OH HaKoO-
Hell YBU/IEJ CBOM TOMOP.

CxBaTuB €ro, OH pe3KO MOBEPHYJICS ¥ BOH3UJI OCTPHE B MOIII-
HyI0 KaOaHbIO IIIE0.

Kaban 3amepTBO pyXHYJT Ha 3eMITIO.

% %k ok

Topak cros1 Hai HAM, 3acThIB Kak u3BasHue. Horu He nep-
KaJIM ero, TpyAb TSKEJIO B3JbIMAJIACh, & B PyKaxX OH NO-TpeXKHe-
MY J10 OOJM KPENKO CKUMAJT TOTIOP.

Jloxkab CTpyWJICSA MO €ro MEeKam, Kak CJIe3bl, U NIeYaIbHO CTY-



yaJ1 1o JucThsiM. Topaky Obl10 He 1o cede. Hukorna B )Ku3HM OH
HUKOTO He YOUBAJI POCTO TaK, He pajiy ponuTtanus. M Hukorma
He yOuBas Jpyra.

BbIpoHMB TOMOP, OH OIMYCTUJICS HA KOJIEHU U MOJIOKUIT JIPO-
JKaIylo PyKy Ha TOpSTYMiA KOMo4nid O0K KabaHa.

— IIpoctu MeHs, pyr, — ckazan oH. — Ho MHe pHIuiock 31o
crnenatb. VI 1a oOpeTyT MUp U TIOKOM TBOM TyIIH !

[MonepHyThle TeneHol ra3a He3psiye YCTAaBWIMCh Ha HEro.
Hyim yxe MOKUHYIIM Teslo kKabaHa. Topak 4yBCTBOBA UX MPU-
cyrctBre. CoBceM psiioM. Ml oHM ObLTM pa3rHEBaHBI.

— 51 oTHECYCh K TeOe C IOJKHBIM YBaKeHUeM, — ckazai Topak,
TIOTJIaKMBast MOKPBIF OT MoTa KadaHuii Ook. — Oberaro.

OH pa3nBuHYJ HIepcTh — U OXHYJ. [1y0oko B pedpa kabaHa
BOH3WJICS KaKOW-TO CTPAHHbBIM JPOTHK.

C nomopio Hoxka Topak U3BJIeK ero U BHIMBUI B pyube. Hu-
Yero nojioOHOro OH paHbliie He Bujen. OcTpue ApOTHKA UMENO
(opmy nmcTa, HO C KAKMMH-TO OMACHBIMH OCTPHIMU 3a3yOprHA-
MU, 1 ObIJIO CIIEJIAHO U3 3aKAJICHHOTO Ha OTHE JIepeBa.

V Hero 3a CIIMHOUM Cpeliu JiepeBbeB Mocubiaics cMex. OH
pe3ko odepHyscs. Ho cmex crnoBHO pactasin B Jlecy.

U TonpKo TYT A0 HETrO AOIIEN CMbICI HAXOAKU. Tak BOT roye-
My KaGaH BApyr Hanai Ha Hero! OH BoBce He Obu1 OoneH. OH
ObL1 IpocTo paHeH. U yxkacHo crpangai. KTo-to 6ecrnomaiHo xe-
CTOKWMI1 1 37I00HBII paHWII €ro U, BOMPEKU BCEM CBSIIIEHHBIM 3a-
KOHaM OXOTbI, HE IPUKOHYMJI, &, HATIPOTUB, CTAJI TIPECIIeIOBaTh,
roHATh M0 Jlecy, 3acTaBuB 00e3ymMeTh OT OOJIU U 3BEPCKH aTaKO-



BaTh JTIIOOOTO, KTO TIOMAIETCS €My Ha MyTH.

A nockonbKy B 3ToM yactu Jleca, kpome Topaka, HUKOro u3
Jonel, Moxoxe, OoJbilie He ObLIO, 3HAYUT TOT, KOMY TIPHHA/IJIe-
KUT IPOTUK, PAaHUBIINI KabaHa, HABEpHSIKA B KAUeCTBe MepBOi
JKEPTBBI HECYACTHOTO 3Bepsi M30pal UMeHHO ero, Topaka!
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Topak 3aBepHYJI KyCOK KabaHbell IEYEHKH B JICThsI JIOIyXa U
CYHYJI CBEPTOK B Pa3BUIIKY JlepeBa.

— Crniacn60 XpaHUTeo TUIEMEHHU 3a 3Ty MUIILY, — TPOOOPMO-
TaJl OH, KaK OECUMCIIEHHOE MHOKECTBO pa3 Jejajl v MpekKe.

Ho BriepBble B KM3HM OH HUKAKOUW OlarogapHOCTH He WCIIbI-
THIBAJL. Y HEro repe/| ria3aMH Mo-TPEeKHEMY CTOSUT CTapblid My
pBIii KabaH, pOIOIIHUIACS B MPEJION JIMCTBE, KabaH, KOTOPBIN BCIO
HOYb OXPAaHSUT €ro TIOKOHM U COCTABJISUT eMy KOMITaHUIo. .. M3 ro-
noBbl y Topaka He IIUTM M Te TOJICTEHbKUE JIOXMaTbhle KabaHsATa,
HOTEePSIBILIKE OTIIA. . .



[ToTom OH, pUXpambIBasi, BEPHYJICS K OTPOMHOM TyIIIe, TPO-
Mo3uBIIeNcs Ha 3emiie. C HEBEPOSATHBIM TPYIOM €MY yAaJoCh
nepeBepHyTh Ka0aHa M BCHOPOTh €My OpIOXO, YTOObI M3BJIEUb
BHYTPEHHOCTH, HO Ha OOJIbIIIee CUJT Y HErO He XBaTUJIO.

Jlo cux mop camoii KpyIHO# ero JoObIuel ObLT caMel] KOCYJIH,
JIa ¥ TO MPUIIUIOCH TTOTOM IIEJIbIX JIBA JTHSI TPYAUTHCS O3 yCTasu,
9T10OBl 00Pa0OTaTh TYIY U 3arOTOBUTH MUIy BIpok. Ho kabaH
BO MHOTO pa3 0osbliie Toi Kocyu. YToObl Bce caesnaTh Kak ciie-
JyeT, eMy MOHaI00MTCs, HABEPHOE, TIOJIMECHIIA.

A OH He MOXeT 3aJIepKUBAThCS 371eCh Tak AoJT0. OH JIOJIKeH
nockopee nooparbest 1o Cepana Jleca v HaliTH CpeICTBO, UCTIe-
JISAIOIEE OT TOUM CTpaITHON 60Je3Hu !

Ho Bbi60opa He Obi10. CaMblil APEBHUIA 3aKOH TJIACKIT: €CJTU ThI
yOWJI, TO OTHECHCh K CBOEH TOOBIYUE C JIOJKHBIM yBaXKEHUEM, HC-
noJb3ys ee Belo 0e3 octaTka. TakoBbl ycI0BHS JOrOBOPA, 3aKJII0-
YEHHOT'0 JIaBHBIM-JJABHO MEX/y TUieMeHamH Jiiofed u Benukum
Hyxom. Topaky npuuercs Bce caenarh Kak Mojiaraercsi, MHaue
Ha €ro TOJIOBY MOTYT OOPYIIUTBLCSI CaMble HEBEPOSATHBIE Oe/ibl U
HECYacThsl.

Kcratu, Hy’)HO 4TO-TO cIeNaTh M C PAHOW HA HOTe: ee JKET
Kak OTHEM, U JJake JIOK/Ib He MPUHOCUT HU MaJleHiiero oomer-
YeHUSI.

V pyubst Topak Hamen KyCTUK MbUIbHSIHKU. PactepeB MOK-
pble JIUCThsI B CKOJIB3KYIO KAIlIUILYy, OH TIIATEIbHO MPOMBLIT PaHy.
Bonb mipu 3TOM OBUIA TaKas, YTO Y HErO JIa)ke Cle3bl Ha Ila3ax
BBICTYTIVJIH.



Terepp paHy TpeOOBAJIOCh HEITPEMEHHO 3aluTh. TOpak BbI-
TAIWJI U3 PaHIla HECKOJIBKO KOCTSHBIX MIOJIOK — paHell B LeJIO-
CTM U COXPAaHHOCTH TaK W BUCEJ Ha BETKe Maayda — U BIOpa
CaMyio TOHKYIO U3 HUX, IOTOM MOA00pas MOIXOASAILYIO HUTh. Te
HUTU U3 CYXOXKUJIMIA KOCYJIM, KOTOPBIE OH TOT/Ia CIIENIal caM, Obl-
JIM TOBOJIBHO TOJICTBIE M HEPOBHBIC; BeHa, yBUIEB UX, TPE3pH-
TEJIbHO MOJKaja ryObl M TYT € BblJajla eMy HECKOJIbKO HUTEW
U3 cBoero 3arnaca. Topaky 3T HUTU MOKa3aJIMCh TOHKMMHU, Kak
MAyTUHKY, ¥ OH BOCXMIIIEHHBIM IIETIOTOM rnoonarogapui Benny.

B nepBbIi pa3 NpOTKHYB KOXKY KOCTSHOU UIoH, Topak gaxe
3aCTOHAJT OT OOJIM M 3aIpbITal HA OJIHOW HOTE C TOpYaIlel 13 Jio-
JbIKKY Uronkoi. [lotom, coOpaBimch ¢ cunamu, Bee ke cienan
creayonmii crexok. Koraa oH 3akoHYMIT 3a1IMBaTh PaHy, CJIe3bl
y HEro M3 IJIa3 JIMJIUCh PYYbEM.

Tenepb HyKHO OBLIIO HAJIOXKUTB TIOBA3KY. 151 00e33apaxuBa-
HUs paHbl Topak MCMOIb30Baj KallMily U3 NEPEKEBAaHHON UBO-
BOU KOPBI — YK KOPBI-TO TYT XBaTaJio! — XOTs1 O0JIBHO OBLIO yKac-
HO. 3aTteM IocjenoBajia MArkas npoKJIazka U3 CBEXEro IpeBec-
HOro rpuda, a CBepxy TOHKUI1 CJION OepecThl, Kpernko 00XBaThbl-
BaBUIMI HOTY U JIEPKABILIMI BCE OCTAJIBHOE.

[TokoHuuB ¢ 3TUM, TOpak MOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO €r0 BCETO TPsI-
CeT Kak B JIMXopaske. bosb Obl1a ere JOBOJIBHO CHITBHOM, HO BCE
e ABHO yTHXaJa.

Topak OTbICKaJl CBOM OallIMaky — OHU ObUIM TeperavyKaHbl
IPsA3bI0, HO COBEPILIEHHO 1IEJIbl — U OCTOPOXKHO HATSHYI UX.

«Xopo1o erie, — TyMas OH, — YTO 3TO JIETHHE OAIlIMaku C



TIO/IMETKOM M3 CBIPOMSITHOM KOXU M MATKUMU OOKOBMHAMU W3
OJIeHbEH MIKYPbl — OHU HE CTaHYT JJaBUTh HA PAHY».

OcraTok ApeBecHOro rpuda OH CyHYJI B paHell, YTOObl uepes
JIeHEeK-/IpYTroii CMEHUTD TOBS3KY.

Uepes neHeK-Ipyrou. . .

Yepes ieHeK-Ipyroy OH Bce elnie OyaeT 31ech 00padaThBaTh
youroro kabaHa. Eciv, KOHEUHO, HEBEIOMBIN TpeciieioBaTe b
€ro camMoro He MPUKOHYUT.

Hoxnap npekparuics. Boaa, crekas no JUCTbsIM UBBI, Kanaja
Ha Tyiry kabana. [Tapouka BOpOHOB clieTesa Ha 3eMITIO, C Ha/Iexk-
JIOM TOTJIsIbIBAs Ha J0ObIYY. Topak OTOrHaJI NTHUIL TIPOYb.

['onoBa y Hero Kpyxuiachk, nepel riia3aMu MeJbKaJld TEMHbIS
nsATHA. TONBKO Tereps OH J0rafascs, YTo COBEPIIEHHO ocader
OT ToJIofA.

«Pazpenka tymm nmogoxaet, — pemmt oH. — CriepBa He00XO-
JMIMO TIOECTh».

OH [1aBHO yXe MPUKOHYMJI T€ 3aachl, KOTOPbIE TPUXBATHII C
co0oM, HO Tenephb Msica y Hero Oyriet 0osee yeM qoctatouHo. Oj-
HAKO HHMKOI/IA ellle eMy He Oblla TaK HEMPHUSATHA MBICb O MsCe.

Boponsl 30pko cinequim 3a TeM, Kak Topak 3acraBisieT ce-
051 CheCTb OCTaTKM KabaHbel revyeHr. HarmuThcs KpoBHM OKasa-
Jock ernie TpyaHee. K coxkanenuio, OoJbIas ee 4acTh yxe ycrie-
JIa BIIUTATLCS B 3eMJTIO, U TETIEPb 3Ty OMIMOKY MCIPABUTh OBLIO
y’ke HEBO3MOXXHO, XOTs MOJOOHOE MOBEJEHNE OXOTHUKA U TIPO-
TUBOPEUWJIO YCJIOBHSIM JIOTOBOPA, YTO HABEPHSIKA ITPUHECET EMY
HeMaJible HelpUSTHOCTH. UTOOBI XOTh KaK-TO OMPAaBAAThCS Tie-



pen youtsim 3BepeM, Topak 0CTas U3 paHiia Yaiiky U3 OepecTbl
1 coOpaJsl B Hee KpOBb, CKOTIMBIIYIOCS Ha TyIe B siMKax. OH cTa-
paJicsi He BCIIOMUHATb, KaK JIOJITMM 3MMHUM BEUEpOM 3Ty YallIKy
Mactepu 1151 Hero Ocliak, U He IyMaTh O TOM, UTO IbeT ceilvac
KPOBb TOTO, KTO CTaJI EMY JIDYTOM.

Y106l OTOMTH MPOTHBHBIN BKYC, OH HAKPOIIIJI B YAIIIKy MO-
JOApIX cTedrel Jlomyxa. A MoTOM — HaKOHEII-TO! — IPUHSIICS 3a
paselKy TYIIH.

YroObl TOJBKO OCBEkKEBaTh €€, eMy MOTPeOOBAIOCh HEMAJIO
BpPEMEHH, 1 OBUIO YK€ TTOYTH TEMHO, KOT/Ia OH C STUM MOKOHYHJL.
OH ¢ TpynoOM pa3orHy/l CIHMHY, PyKH HBUIA OT YCTaJOCTH, HO-
ru apoxani. OH ObLT BeCh MOKPHIT KPOBbIO, €ro O 03HOO, Ha-
CTOJIKO OH BBIMOTAJICSI. A Ha 3eMJIe BAJISLIACh TOJIBKO UTO CHSATAS
¢ kabaHa MIKypa, OOoJbIIe TIOX0Kasi Ha TPSA3HYI0 BOHIOUYIO Kydy
Yero-To HEeTMoHSATHOTO. Ee ele mpeicTosIo 101ro MbITh, COCKpe-
6aTh C Hee OCTAaTKU MsCa U KUpPa M HECKOJIBKO AHEH TyOuTh ¢
TIOMOIIIBIO JIPEBECHOM 30JIbI M KAIIUIIBl U3 KOCTHOTrO Mosra. [To-
TOM TIPUIETCS BSUTUTH MSICO, PacHIEIUIATh KOCTH, JIeNaTh PhiOo-
JIOBHBIE KPIOUKY ¥ HAKOHEYHUKH ISl CTPEST U MHOTO Yero erle.

A oH eme qaxe manamia cebGe He MOCTPOUJ U KOCTpa He pas-
JKer, XOTsI CKOPO COBCEM CTEMHEeT. . .

— OIHOTO XeMaHus MaJIoBaTo, — CKa3ajl KTO-TO Y HEero 3a CIHu-
HOW.

Topak B3aporuy;1 u o0epHyJICs.

Ho Hukoro He yBupen. [TanopoTHUKY BOKPYT ObLIIH B YesloBe-
YeCKHUH pOCT, ¥ TIOJl HUMHU JIeKajia TycTasi TeHb.



— Tbl KTO? — cipocwit OH. U permTesibHO 1ardyJ1 Briepe — HO
BCIIOMHWJI, YTO OPYKHE €ro OCTAJIOCh Y KaOaHbeH TYIIH.

N 1yt OH ero HakoHel yBujel. M3 NanopOTHUKOB BbITJISI/IbI-
BaJIO YbE-TO JIULIO.

JInno u3 JINCThEB.
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CylecTBO C JUIIOM U3 JIMCThEeB OBLIO HEe 0HO. Bropoe Takoe
e BUIHeJIoCh Heroziaseky. [lotom erme onHo u eme. Topak Obut
OKpPYKEH.
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