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AHHOTaAIMA

Kpacasenr Meppuk CeHT-Marnyc cibUl B BeICIieM cBeTe JIoHgoHa
MOBECOW M cOONMa3HUTENIeM KeHIMH. MuaaieMy ChiHYy MapKu3a He
TOJArajioch HACNEICTBO, TUTYJ U COCTOSTHHUE TMOTYyYUT CTapIIUi ChIH.
He xenas 3aBuceth OT OTI[a, Meppuk cam JOOBIBaJl CpeACTBa K
CYIIIECTBOBaHMIO. bBpak mo pacuery oH mpe3upall, a *KEHUTbCS IO
J0OBY HE MOT M3-32 OTCYTCTBHSI COCTOSIHU S, [1a U HE BEPUIT, UTO MOXKET
Bcepbes BmoouThes. He Bepui, moka ve BerpeTud neau muke Bypk, B
BBICIIIEH CTerneH! HeOOBIYHYIO JIEBYIIKY, He TOOUBIITYIO ITyMHBIN CBET,
PaBHONYIIIHYIO K HapsilaM W pa3BlieYeHUsIM JIOHJOHCKOTO O0IIecTBa
Y HE XKENalollylo BBIXOOUTh 3aMyX. MeppHK Tak YBJEKCs, YTO He
ycrien ONOMHMTBCS, KaK OKa3zajcs B caMOM LEHTpe BOJOBOPOTa



CTPAacCTH, a Be/Ib BCETO JIMIIb HAMEPEBAIICS POOYAUTH 1yBCTBEHHOCTD
B IIPEKPACHOMN 3aTBOPHHULIE. . .
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bpouBun CKOTT
HcKycCcTBO IOPOKA

I'maBa 1

Meppuk CenT-Marnyc Hu4ero He zenaj Harojiopuny. He uz-
MEHWI OH CBOEU IPUBBIYKE M B 3TOU 3JIONOJIYYHOU HUCTOPUHN
¢ cectpamu-Onu3Henamu ['puHguiba. 3HaMeHUTbIe KypTU3aH-
KM BBIIVIAZIENN TIPOCTO NOTPACAIOILE. A HEBEPOATHOE BHELIHEE
CXOACTBO IPUIABAJIO UM IMKAHTHOCTb. OIEThIE B MPOCTHIE [10-
MAIlIHUE IIJ1aThs1, CECTPBI PACIIONIOKMAINCH HA JUIMHHOM BEHELH-
AHCKOM JIMBAaHE B TOCTHOW M OB HEOOBIKHOBEHHO COOJIa3HU-
TeJbHbl. Meppuk, He OTpbIBas B3IVIAAA OT NEPBOM M3 CECTED,
B35 C CepeOpsTHOTrO TIOIHOCA JIOJIBKY arle/IbCMHA M OOMaKHYIT ee
B CaxapHyIo nyapy. beio BuaHoO, uto Meppuk COBEpILIEHHO O4Ya-
POBaH €€ POCKOIIHOM TPy[pl0, KPacoOTy M IBIIIHOCTh KOTOPOU
NIOIYEPKUBAJI TYTOM KOPCET C HU3KUM JIEKOJIBTE.

— Bbl nostyumnte He3eMHOE HAC/Ia K IEHUE, OTBEJAB 3Ty COUHYIO
JOJIBKY, — MATKUM, IIEBYYMM T'OJIOCOM ITporosopmi Meppuk. —
W Hageloch, HE OCTaHETeCh B JOJITY U JOCTaBUTE MHE TAaKOE Ke
HacnaxJeHue, ma chere.

Meppuk cMOTpesl Ha Hee C HECKPBIBAEMbIM BOX[EJIEHU-
eM. OTKpOBEHHOE 3aurpbIBaHKE MOJEUCTBOBAJIO HA CECTPUYKY
['punpuba Bo30ykaatole. Meppuk 3aMeTi1, Kak 3aIybCHpo-



BaJIa XKWJIKA Ha €€ KPacuBOM JUIMHHOM 11iee. OH MeJIEHHO MOjI-
Hec K ee rydam JI0NbKY anesibcuHa. KpacaBuiia ¢ HacnakieHrueM
MIPUHSUIACh CIM3BIBATh KOHYMKOM sI3bIKA CaxapHyio myapy. bo-
e MOH, Kak 3T0 ObUIo 3poTHYHO! Meppuk momymai, 4To 3TOT
YyJEeCHBIN SI3BIYOK CHOCOOEH Ha OoJiblliee, YeM OOMU3bIBAHKE
aneJIbCMHOBOM JOJIbKY B caxapHou myape. a, cyns no Bcemy, ce-
TOJHSA €ro XJIET YyAecHast HoYb. JTa KPOIIKa 3HAET TOJIK B JII00-
BU, 2 KPOME TOT'0, OH BHIUTPAET MapH, MOMOJIHUT HOBOM 3aITUCHIO
crpanuiipl 3HamenuToi Kuuru [Napu Baiit u 3aBTpa yTpom 3a0e-
PET CBOW BBIUTPBHIIIL, M Y HETO B KAPMaHE OKaXeTCsl KPYyIJIeHbKas
CyMMa, KOTOpasi Teriephb MpHIILIach Obl KaK HEelb3sl KCTaTh TO-
CJie HECKOJIbKMX OeccliaBHO MpourpaHHbIX apu. KoneuHo, ova-
poBaresbHbie cecTpeHKHU [ pruHdMIb HE OTKa3bIBAIA MY KUMHAM
B JTIIOOBH, HO HU OJTWH CYACTJIMBYVK €Ile HU pa3y He yIOCTOWIICS
YeCTH MPOBECTH HOUb ¢ 00EHMHU cpa3y. Mex 1y TeM BTopast CecT-
pa ['punduiiba cnenana nonbITKy NpuBiiedb BHUMaHue Meppu-
Ka.

— Uro *ke 3TO BBl COBCeM 3a0butn 000 MHe, Meppuk? Pa3ge
s1 BaM HE HPaBJIIOCh ?

— Bbl, ma belle, — nHacrosiast EBa, — npousHec Meppuk, B
3ayM4YMBOCTH Tiepebupasi (ppyKThl Ha nogHoce. OH HUKaK He
MOT PelInTh, KaKOH (PPyKT BBIOPATH ISl BTOPOM CECTPhL. — AX,
Mmosi EBa, Bam Goubitie Bcero nogouayT puru. MHe KaxeTcs, 4To
B BalieM JjieMe JTI000ro MyKUrHY kJIET parickoe HaclaxIeH1e.

Meppuk cpa3y HOHsUI CBOIO OIUIOIIHOCTh — CPABHUBATh 3TY
DIyBIIKY ¢ EBOY OBLIO HU K UeMy, JIJIs1 Hee 3TO CIIUIIIKOM CJIOXK-



HO. OHa BBIITIAAENA 03aJAYEHHON U JaKe HEMHOT'O OOMKEHHOM.

— Booo6ime-to meHs 30ByT He EBa, — Bo3pasuiia oHa.

Meppuk cOOMa3HUTENTLHO YIIBIOHYJICSI U OCTOPOXHO TIOJIOKHIT
(pury neBynike B poT, 01apyB €€ KOMIUIUMEHTOM, KOTOPbIN J1aXke
OHa crocoOHa ObLIa MOHSITh.

— Hukak He Mory pemmrhb, KTO U3 Bac 0OOJbCTHUTENIbHEE, —
niporoBopms1 Meppuk. U 310 Ob10 eficTBUTENbHO Tak. Ho oH
IIPOMOJTYAJI O TOM, YTO Cpa3y MOHsUI, KTO U3 CECTEpP YMHEe.

OH npoTsAHY PYKY K JIEKOJITE BTOPOU CECTPbI U ITPOBEJ KOH-
YMKOM YKa3aTeJIbHOTO MaJibIla 1o ee OOHaXKEHHOU Koxke. Mex Ty
TEM MepBasi CECTPa MPUHSIACH HEXKHO JIacKaTh Ijieun Meppuka
Y MEJJIEHHO pacCTeruBaTh ero pyoarliky.

N B 3TOT MOMEHT B IBEPb NOCTy4aId. be3 BCAKOro COMHEHU I,
910 OBLI CiTyra Meppuka.

— 4 3anat! — kpukHya Meppuk, HO ciyra, CJIOBHO HE TOHUMAast
WIM HE CJIbIIIA, IPOJOJIKA CTY4aTh.

— MoxeT ObITh, OH XOYeT K HaM MIPUCOEIMHUTHLCS, — TIPE/ITIO-
JIOXKWJIA TIepBas Cecrpa.

MeppuK NOHSUL, YTO CIIyTa HE OCTABUT UX B MOKOE.

— ITO OYEHb CPOYHO, MUJIOPA! — 3aKpUYaJl CIIyra.

[Tpoknsaree! [punercs Bce ke ot K PUIIMOPY U y3HaTh,
YTO TaM CTPSCIOCh. Bee Tak Xopomio HaunHaiocs. Meppuk noju-
HSUICS C IMBaHA M 3aCTETHYJ pyOaIKy. 3aTeM rajlaHTHO TOIesIo-
BaJl pyKU O0OEHM CEeCcTpaMm.

— IIpocture. § mocrapaioch BEpHYThCSI KAK MOXKHO CKOpEE,
mes amours, — CKa3aJl OH.



PenmrensHO HampaBUBIIMCH K JIBEPU, OH TPHOTKPBHLI €e.
OueBuaHO, PUIIMOP AOra/IpIBANICA, YEM 3aHUMAETCS 3[ECh €r0
XO35IMH, U Jja’ke, BO3MOXKHO, TOHUMAJI, [IJIs1 4Yer0 OH 3TO AesaerT.
Ho 310 coBcem He 3HAuMsI0, YTO CIIyra JOJKeH CTaTh CBUAETE-
JieM TailHOH ;ku3Hu Meppuka. 9T1o mMoryio emy noBpeauts. Ceii-
yac Meppuk ObUT B CTECHEHHBIX 0OcTOsITeNbCcTBaxX. K cyacToio, y
Hero ObUT HEMTPEB30MICHHBIH TAJIAHT B TIOCTETbHBIX OTHOIIIEHHUSIX
C JKEHIIMHAMMU, U3 KOTOPOTO OH YMYApPsUICs U3BJeub AeHbru. Ho
OH HE MOT JIOITYCTHUTh, YTOOBI 00 3TOM y3HAJIH.

— Ha, duwmop? — MeppyK HEOXOTHO OTOPBAJICS OT CBOETO
3aHATUSA. — YTO Cxyumiiocs?

— DTo KacaeTcs Balllero oTia, MIIOPH, — JOJOXKUI JIAKel. —
Kaxercs1, y BAaC MOr'yT BOBHUKHYTh CEPbE3HBIE TPOOJIEMBI.

— OWIIMOp, BbI K€ MPEKPACHO 3HAETE, YTO 51 HE Pellal0 CBOU
npoOJIeMbl O/IVH, — BO3pa3it Meppuk. — Mou ipo0IieMbl 1 Ballu
TOXeE.

— Hy xoporo, Muiopa, — co B340XOM COIJIaCHIICA cinyra. — Y
HAC MOTYT BO3HHKHYTb CEpPbe3HbIE TIPOOIEMBI.

— He 11, ®unmop, — HeTepIiesIMBO MPOroBopui Meppuk. —
Yro npousonuio?

Hu cioBa He roeops, @wimop npotsHy Meppuky pacne-
YaTaHHbIA KOHBEPT.

Mepp¥K OnsITh HEIOBOJIBLHO TIOTHSIT OPOBb.

— Bbl Moriu Obl paccka3aTb MHE CaMU, — CEpIUTO MTPOU3HEC
Meppuk. — Beaib BbI yMTQ)IA 3TO TUCHMO.

JIioGoit npyroit Ha ero Mecte CMyTHJICS Obl, HO He PuIIMOD.



— OH npue3kaeT B ropojl, — ¢ CaMbIM HEBUHHBIM BUOM Hayasl
®unmop. — OH Oyaer 31ech yxe JHs yepes /Ba.

CypoBoe BbIpakeHHe Jiiia MeppruKa CMEHUIIOCh OECTIOKOM-
CTBOM.

— 3HauuT, CKOpee BCero, oTell OyJeT 3/1eCh 3aBTpa YTPOM, —
pUKKHYJI Meppuk.

Ero oter Bcerga npuesxan paHbliie HA3HAYeHHOTo cpoka. Ho
ceiyac, cyas 1o BCEMY, IPUUMHOM €ro Npre3ja CTajo YTO-TO
U3 psjia BOH BbIxonsiee. MHaue otell, o cBoeMy OOBIKHOBE-
HHUIO, Tprexast Obl 0e3 mpeLynpexaeHus . DTO 03HAYAIIO, UTO IS
Meppuka HaCcTYNuII Yac pacrijiatel. Borpoc B ToM, Kakue UMeH-
HO CIIyXH O MOXOXJeHUsAX Meppuka Jouui 0 ero orua. 3Ha-
€T JIM TOT O CKAaHJAJbHOM TpouciiecTBur B Puumonne? Xots
BpsA M. DTO MPOU3OIUIO HECKOJIBKO HesleNlb Hazaa. Ecimm Obl
MPUYMHONM TIpHe3/1a OTIa ObLT 3TOT CiIydvaid, OH Obl JaBHO yXke
ObLT 371€Ch. A MOXKET ObITh, IO HErO JIONUIM CIyXH O TOM MapH,
KOTOpOE Kacajioch ornepHou neBuilpl? Beap MMEHHO 3TO Mmpowuc-
IeCTBUE MOIYYUJIO IIUPOKYIO ornacky. Ho, ¢ ipyroit cropoHsi,
CKOJIbKO pa3 yKe CKaHAaJIbHbIe CBSI3M MeppuKa Mmoyyaid Hexe-
JIaTeJIbHYIO OIJIACKY, 4 €r0 OTell TeM He MeHee U MOHATHS 00 3TOM
He umen. Tak moyemy e O Hero JAOJKHBI ObUIM TOWTH CITyXU
UMEHHO 00 3TOM, He 0COOEHHO 3HAYUTETHHOM, MTPUKIIOYEHUH C
TEBULIEN ?

— A OH HMYEro He NMUUIET O IPUYMHE CBOETO Mpue3aa? — Crpo-
cun Meppuk.

— TpynHo cka3zars. [1o npasze roBops, OBOIOB AJIA €0 IPU-



€3/1a O4YeHb MHOTO, — CO B3JJ0XOM MPOroBopui Puimop.

— a, na, s monumaio. Mbl TOJKHBI yOpaThcst OTCIONA JI0 €r0
npuObITUs, — CKa3zan MeppuK, B BOJTHEHUH TTPOBOAS PYKOM TIO
Bosiocam. CreioBaJIo Bce Kak ciieayeT 00aymMaTh U Kak MOXHO
ObICTpee HauaTh JIEHCTBOBATD.

— Ho 6ynet 1 310 pa3yMHBIM BBIXOJIOM U3 CJIOKUBIIIEHCS CH-
Tyauun? — cripocun Puimop. — Cyas o ToMy, 4TO HalKMCcaHo B
nocsieiHeM ad3aile muchMa, HaMm Jiydiile OyJIeT OCTaThCsl 3[AeCh U
Pas3bIrpbIBATh MEPE]] OTLIOM POJIb PACKAUBAIOIIMXCS TPEIIHUKOB.

Meppuk HaXMypUJICH.

— He npunomHio, 4T0OBI MBI KOTIa-HUOY/Th UTPAJIA POJIb pac-
KAWBAIOILIMXCS TPEIIHMKOB, €CIIU JIEJ0 KacaJloch MOEro OTla, —
BO3pa3uJl OH.

MeppHK HUCKOJIBKO He OO0sIICS OTIOBCKOTo THeBa. Ecii oH
PELIUT MOKUHYTh TOPOJ, TO OTHIO/b HE U3 CTpaxa nepea Hum. Ye-
o 100pOro, OTell PEIINT, YTO MOXKET KOHTPOIUPOBATD EI11e OJIHO-
ro B3pociioro ceiHa. Otel| Aep:kai Mo HEYChITHBIM KOHTPOJIEM
BCEX, KOro odecrieunBa, BKiIoyass MaptuHa, crapiiero Opara
Mepprika. MapTus nomkeH ObLT yHAClleJoBaTh COCTOSTHHE OTIA
1I0CJIe €T0 CMEPTU U NIOTOMY IIary CTYIUTh HE MOT ITPOTUB €ro
Bo/id. A MeppuyK HM 3a YTO Ha CBETE HEe XOTeJI CTaTh ellle OAHON
MAapUOHETKOU B PyKax OTLA.

— Bain orent nuiier, 4to NepecTaHeT Bac COAEpKarb, €CJIU Bbl
HE U3MEHUTE CBOEro MoBeJAeHus. DTO CKa3aHO B MOCIeTHEM ab-
3a1le mMchbma, — npousHec Gumop.

Meppuk He 06w unTaTh rickMa. OHU ero yXKacHO yTOMJISI-



. Ero ropasmo 6osbiiie yBiekana xuBas oecena. Ho, HecMoT-
Ps Ha 3TO, 10 HETO cpa3y ke JOLIE CMBICI €IKUX M SICHBIX KaK
00Ul IeHb CJIOB B MKChME OTIIA.

«51 3akpbIBal0 TeOe OCTYI K JEHEKHbIM CPEeJICTBaM JO TeX
1IOp, MOKA Tl HE U3MEHHUIIb CBOETO MTOBEJCHUS».

Meppuk paccmestics.

— OH MOXET 3aKpbIBaTh HaM JIOCTYII K JIEHEKHBIM CPE/ICTBAM
CKOJIBKO YTOJIHO, — cKa3al oH PuiummMopy. — Bee paBHO 3a 3tn
roAbl Mbl HE B35UUIM OTTYJA HU MIEHHMU.

Heckonbko et Hazag MeppuK JEUCTBUTEIBHO OTKA3AJICA OT
(priHaHCOBOW MOAJEPKKK CBOETO OTLA, HE KeJlasl ObITh OT HEro
3aBUCUMBIM XOTb B UeM-J1100. OH MpeAroYnTal KUTh HA HECTa-
OWJIbHBIE JOXO/bI, KOTOpbIE EMY JaBaJsia KapTOUHAas Urpa UIv BbI-
WUTPaHHbIC Mapu. JTUX JEHEr C JIMXBOM XBATaJIO Ha ONCKAY U
npouure mMenkue pacxodpl. Kpome toro, Meppuk ycren 3apado-
TaTh PEMyTALMIO HEMPEB30IIEHHOTO JTI0OOBHUKA, U 3Ta CIIOCO0-
HOCTb BCeIZia Bhlpyyasa €ro, KOraa OH MPOUIPBIBAJ Mapy WK
€My HeE BE3JIO B KapTax.

Tak 4TO yrpo3a OTIa COBEPIIEHHO €TI0 HE BOJIHOBaIA. Meppu-
Ka 6ecriokom1 mpre3[ otia. OHM ObLIM OYEHb PA3HBIMU JIOJJbMHU,
HO CXOIMJIMCh B OIHOM: 00a MPEANIOYUTAIIN epKaThCs IPYyT OT
apyra Ha paccrostaur. [loatomy Meppuk xoten yoparbcst U3 ro-
pona 1o ipuesna otia. Ho vioHs — camblil IPUOBLIBHBINA Ce30H
1 Meppuka. Eciiu oH yeznet B JIOHIOH, TO IOTEpSAET MHOTO Jie-
HeT.

EMy HyXHO Kak cieqyeT Bce 00myMarh. A AJisi 9TOro HeoOxo-



JMIMO BKJIIOUMTb MO3T ¥ Ha BpeMsi 3a0bITh O APYTUX YACTSIX Tela,
KOTOPBIE KAKAYT YAOBICTBOPEHUS. 3HAUYUT, CECTPbI | pruH(pUIIBHIL
JOJDKHBI yiTu. [Tpoinaii, Houb JTI0OBH, MPOIIAi, BBIUTPAHHOE T1a-
pu!

3akpsIB 1BEph, MeppUK MOBEPHYIICA K JaMaM, TaJIAHTHO T10-
KJIOHWJICSI M TIPOTOBOPHJL:

— Jleau, K COXaJeHUIO, Y MEHS BO3HMKJIM HEOTJIOKHBIE JIEJIa.
Bawm npugercs yuru.

KypTuzanku nogHsIMCh U TYT Ke YIIUIU, YHOCS C COOOM IaHC
Meppuka nonyuuts asectu pyHToB. Cenuac, koraa y Meppuka
TaK TYTO C JHbraMH, 3TO ObLIO BABOWHE OOMJTHO.

— OUIIMOp, CKOJILKO MbI 3aJ0Kau? — cipocusl Meppuk,
pacTaHyBIIMCh Ha JuBaHe. CaroKHUKY, MOPTHOMY, JIABOUYHU-
Ky... HEOOXOIMMO OBUIO 3alljIaTUTh Mepesl OThe3noM. Meppuk
HM 32 YTO Ha CBETe He XOTeJl, YTOObI OTell y3HAJ O €ro JI0Nrax.

[Tpoxsisithe! Meppuk XopoIo pa3oupayics B JIOAAX U ObLT
O4YEHb ITPAKTUYHBIM BO BCEM, UYTO Kacajoch AeHer. Kak oH mor
HOHATH, YTO CTUBEHCOH OOBIUHBIN TTyJiIep?

— MBI 10/KHBI CEMBCOT (PYHTOB, BKJIIOUas IUIATy 332 KOMHa-
ThI, — BbIBEJI MeppHKa U3 3aAyMYMBOCTH rojioc Puimopa.

— A Kakou CyMMOM MBI pacroyiaraem?

— Y Hac npuMepHO BOCEMBCOT (DYHTOB.

Meppuk nogymait, 4to, eciiv Obl He BhIHYKAEHHbII OThE3]] B
JloH10H, OH cMOT OBl KaKOe-TO BpeMSsI MPOXHUTh HA OCTaBIIIYIO-
¢4 moce yrarel goiuros cymmy. Ho kusHb B JIoHgOHE ropasno



JOPOXE.

— CMmelo 3aMeTuTh, — OTKAILISBIIMCH, MPOroBopmi Puii-
MOp, — YTO €IMHCTBEHHBIN BBIXOJ] U3 CIIOKUBIIICHCS CUTyaI[UU —
9TO MOCEJIUTHCS B JOME BAIlIEro OTLA U MOXUTh TaM KaKOoe-TO
Bpemsi. borock, MbI cefiyac He CMOXXEM OIUIATUTh TPOKUBAHUE B
MeOIMPOBAHHBIX KOMHATAX.

— ThI mpeyiaraenib MHe KUTh C OTIIOM TIO/I OTHOW KPBIIIIEH ?
Hu 3a yro! {1 He %un ¢ HUM yxe MHoro JeT. Hukorga e nongy
Ha 9T0. YeM JaBath I[JIyIble COBETHI, JyYllle IPUHECU MHE MPU-
IJ1alleHusi, KOTOpbIe JIeKaT Ha CTOJIMKE.

dumIMop BBITIOTHUI ero npockOy, 1 MeppuK cTan UcKarhb
NpUIIalieHre Ha KapTOYHYyIo Urpy ¢ OONBIIIMMU CTaBKaMU, Be-
YEpUHKY XOJIOCTSIKOB — YTO-TO, YTO MOIJIO Obl TIOMOYb €My B
CJIOKUBIIIEHCs cuTyariyi. HakoHell B caMOM HU3Y CTOIIKM OH Ha-
IIeJT TO, YTO eMy ObLIO HY)XKHO. DTO OBbLJIO NpUIJIallieHre Ha Be-
4epuHKY B JoMme rpacda PonbkcroyHa Ha Kentckom nodepexbe.
Emre Buepa Meppuk u BHUMaHUsI He oOpaTui Obl HA 3TO IPH-
rnamenve. [lepcriekTBa yTOMUTETBHOTO TPEXJAHEBHOIO IMyTe-
IIECTBUS, a 3aTeM elnle 6oJiee yTOMUTEIbHOW BeYepUHKH He Tpe-
Jbinana ero. Ho tenepb 310 mpoCTO UieaibHbIN BBIXOA U3 MOJIO-
xeHus1. PONTbKCTOYH ObUT KOHCEPBATUBHBIM U CKYYHBIM YeJIOBe-
koM. Ho Meppuk xopoiio 3Hai1 ero HacnenHuka — Jxenmvu byp-
ka. Korga-to onn BMmecte yunnuch B Okcopae. Kpome Toro,
Meppuk onHax/Ibl ObLT HA BeYEpUHKE, KOTOPYIO YCTpOUsIa Jie-
1 PonbkcroyH. UmenHo 6arogapst atomy Meppuk u MOy dnt
Tereph 3TO MpUIJialieHre. Meppuk ObLT IPOCTO WIEATHHBIM TO-



crem. OH OKa3bIBaJI 3HAKM BHUMaHUS Ha OajlaXx M BeYEpUHKAX
Jla’ke caMbIM HEB3pauHbIM jieBylikaM. Ero npucyrcrsue Ha cBeT-
CKMX MEpOIpUSTUSX ObUIO BHITOAHO U JamaM, U camoMy Mep-
puKy. JlaMpl oyyanyd OT HEero 3Hakv BHUMaHUsI, a MeppuK ot
HUX — JICHEKHYIO TTPUOBLIT.

— Cobwupait Bemu, Puummop, Mbl oTripaBisemcs: B Kenr, —
npukazan Meppuk. Ho oH nmonumar, uro BeuepuHka y Dobk-
CTOYHA, JJaKe €CJIM €My U TOBE3eT, — JIUIIb BPEMEHHBIN BBIXO[
U3 TIOJIOKEHUSI.

[Mocnie yToMUTENIBHOTO TPEXIHEBHOTO IyTH BEPXOM Ha JIOIIa-
a1 MeppuKy TIpUIIUIO B TOJIOBY, uTO jopora B KeHT oyeHb Ha-
MIOMHUHAET JIOpory B aJ. MeppHKy 4acTo MPUXOAUIOCh ObIBATh
Ha OOJIBIIMX JIOpOrax, U OH Cpasy e TMOHsUI, YTO JBOE OOBIY-
HBIX HA MIePBBI B3IJIs1/] TyTHUKOB TaM, BIIepPEiv, — CaMble HACTO-
smue pa3ooitHuku. [IpokivHas Bce Ha cBete, Meppuk Harpa-
BUJICSI HaBCTpedy onacHoctu. BoT Heesenue! Eme ase mum,
¥ OH ObLT OBl TIOl CMIACUTENIBHOW KPBIIIeH POIOBOTO MOMECThSI
donbkcroyHoB. CyHYB pyKy B KapMmaH NajibTo, MeppHK Halry-
nay nuctoner. CTpaHHO, MovyeMy pa300iMHUMKH pellvid BHIATH
Ha CBOU MpOMBICEI B TpH yaca HsA. B 3T0 Bpems OiaropoaHbie
roCIiofia MbIOT Yai, a pa30OMHUKH MPSYYTCS IO CBOMM HOPaM.
Kak nazno, ®uimmop BMecTe ¢ 6araxom oTcTai, 1 Meppuk oka-
3aJICsl Ha JI0pore COBEPIIEHHO OfIMH.

— Kyna nyTsb aepxute, JKeHTIbMEHBI? — BEKJIMBO MTOMHTEPE-
coBaJicsi MeppuK, MPUOTM3UBIIKCH K Pa30OMHUKAM U eIlle Kper-
ye cxkaul nucroset. [lepen oTbe310M OH yIIaTWII 1O cyeTam, U



ocTaBIIMecss OaHKHOTHI ObUTA HAJEKHO cripsitaHbl. Hu 3a uTo Ha
cBete MeppuK He XOTeJl pacCcTaBaThCs C MOCIEAHUMU JEHbIaAMU.

Pa300itHKH, 3aKyTaHHbIE 10 I1a3 YePHBIMU 1apdamu, repe-
IsiHYAUCh. OJIMH U3 HUX PacCMesiICsl.

— K Bawm, moporoii cap, — KONMpysl BEXJIMBbIE WHTOHAIUU
Meppuka, OTBeTHII pa30OMHKK W BHIHYJI HE MEeHee BHYIIIUTEIIb-
HbI1, yeM y Meppuka, nucronet. — He BosiHyiTeCh, HAM He HYX-
HBI Bal JieHbru. Ham HykHa Tonbko opexna. Tak yto Oynpre
MAaMHBKOW U TTIOCKOpee OTAANTe ee HaM.

3eJieHble 171a3a BTOPOro pa30OMHMKA Becesio OJIeCHYIH.

N3-3a 00aKOB BBIMJISIHYJIO COJIHLIE, U PYKOSATbh MHUCTOJIETA
OJecHyJla B COJIHEYHOM Jiyde. MeppuK OMyCTHJI MUCTOJNET U
ynpiOHYyscsl. OH Beceso B3IVISHYJT Ha JBOMX «Pa300HHUKOB»:

— Hy, 91 benesepe u Puopnan bapper, uto BbI 31€ch aena-
ere?

3esieHorIa3blil My)KUMHA CTSHYJI apd ¢ JIMIIA.

— Ho kak Tl cMOT y3HaTh Hac? — yAUBJIEHHO CIIPOCHUJI OH.

MeppuK OnsITh YIBIOHYICS.

— Bo Bceii AHITUM TOJIBKO BbI JIOMYMAJTUCh YKPACUTh PYKOSITh
MHUCTOJIETOB U3YMPY/aMH, — OTBETHJI OH.

— IlpoknsThe, W3-3a TaKOW MEJIOYM TMpOTayia Takasi 3amMeda-
TeJIbHAs 111yTKA, — OrOPYMIICS DIl — 3Haelllb, CKOJIbKO BPEMEHU
MBI IPOBEJIH 3[1ECh B OXKUJAHUN ]

— Ha yx, mpoTopyasnu Bech IeHb Ha COJTHIIENIEKEe, — TPOBOPYAI
Puopnan.

— A movemy Bbl, COOCTBEHHO TOBOPSI, KA MEHS 3/1ech? —



cripocus1 Meppuk.

Bce Tpoe mycTuim cBouX JIOMIAAen JIETKOM PhICHIO.

— Buepa Beuepom Mbl yBU/I€/TM TBOIO JIOMIA/Ib Y TTPUIOPOKHON
TOCTHHUIIBI, K KOHIOX CKa3aJ1 HaM, YTO Thl HAITPaBJIsieIbCsl Ha Oa
K DONbKCTOYHY, — C 030pHOH YJIBIOKOU MTPOroBOpwII 1t — Ml ¢
Puopaanom Toxe HampapiisieMcs TyAa, BOT U PELININA BCTPETUTh
TeOs1 3/1eCh U TIOAIIYTUTH HAJ TOOOM.

— MbI Moru Obl BCTPETUTBCS BUEPA BEUEPOM, BMECTE MOYKH-
HaTb TYIIEHbIM KPOJUKOM M MPOMYCTUTh MO CTAKAHUMKY s, —
nporoBopwi Meppuk. 3arest pa3bIrpath u3 ceOsi pa300MHUKOB
MOKA3aJIaCh €My IJIYTION U YK COBCEM AETCKOM, Taxke ISl TAKUX
cymacOpofoB, kKak i1 u Puopnas.

— Torpa B Hamield BcTpede He OBUTO ObI HUYEro 3a0aBHOTIO.
Kpome Toro, Buepa BeuepoM Mbl ObUIM 3aHATHI XO3SAKOU TOCTH-
HUIIB U €e JI0Yephblo, — C ITUMHU cJoBaMu PuopaaH BeIHYI U3
KapMaHa OJIOBSHHYIO (IJISIKKY U czienan OosbIoi rioTok. — [o-
clieTHee BpeMsl HaM He y/IaBasioch Kak cieayeT rno3adaButhcs. B
JlonpoHe cenyac ykacHO CKy4HO.

Heyxenu B JIoHI0HE HACTONBKO YK CKyYHO, YTO OHU PEITAIN
OTIIPaBUTBLCS Ha 3Ty AEPEBEHCKYI0 BeuepuHKy B Kent? UtO-TO
He Bepurcs. Ckopee BCero, A€o TYyT B YEM-TO ApyroM. Meppuk
OKHUHYJI CBOMX JpYy3€il BHUMATEIbHBIM B3IJIs1J0M. Puopnan Bbi-
DJIs/1eN OYeHb yctasibiM. [o nuiry Dima HU4Jero onpenesuTh Obl-
JIO HEBO3MOXHO.

— He xoture i1 nckynarbesa? — MpeioRuI 1.

MeppuK B HEIOyMEHUH B3IJISIHYJ HA HETO.



— Uckynareca? O yeM Tb1?

Heyxenu D11 okoHYaTeIbHO criATII? MeppuK yke TaBHO I10-
J03peBall, YTO DIl He COBCEM HOpMaJieH. B3sTh x0T Obl ero no-
CTOSIHHYIO MOTPEOHOCTh B OECCMBICTIEHHOM PHUCKE.

— Yto Tebs Tak ynusisier? f ke He WMel0 B BUAY MPHUHSITDH
BaHHY. §l BCEro JMiib Npeasaraln UCKynarbCs B IMPyLy, a HOTOM
OTIIPaBUTHCS Ha BEUEPUHKY. 31€Ch HEMOJAJIEKY eCTh Ipya. Bep-
Hee, HeOombIIoe o3epro. Kaxkercsi, OHO BOT 3a TeéM MOBOPOTOM,
€CJ s H1u4ero He myTai. OCBeXHUMCs, CMOEM ¢ ceOsi JOPOKHYIO
IbUIb U TPpsA3b. K TOMy ke Tam yIMBUTEIBHO KPACKUBO: YTO MOKET
OBITH JIyyllle OOLIEHHUsI C IPUPOIOI ?

— IIpekpacHas uaest! — nogaepxan npyra Puopman. — 51 6wl ¢
YAOBOJILCTBUEM MCKyNAJICS. — PUopaaH noaMuraya D1ty U npu-
HINOPWII CBOIO JIOWIA/Ib KAypOr MAacTH, ITyCTUB €€ B JIETKUW T'a-
son. CBexuil BeTEp pa3BeBall €r0 TEMHbIE BOJIOCHL. — S moeny
BIIEpEl, 4 Bbl JJaBATE 32 MHOM.

— Thl TOYHO 3Haenb, Kyaa Hy’)KHO €xaTb? — XOpOM CIPOCUIIN
O 1 Meppuk U HEOBEPYMBO HA HETO IIOCMOTPEIIH.

Jlns1 Takoro HeyoBepHsi Y HUX ObLIM Bce OCHOBaHMs. Puop-
JIaH BCerja IeicTBoBal He0O1yMaHHO, OAYMHSSACH TOPbIBY. OH
MIPEANIOYNTAT PAIOBATHCS KU3HH, HE OECIIOKOSICh O MOCTIEICTBY-
sx. Tak 6p110, KOrma onn yumnuchk B Oxcopre. Tak Obuto U ceii-
yac.

— [ocnymaiite, apy3bs, ydlie g noeay Brnepen. Cienynre 3a
MHOU, — TPOMKO Bo3pazui 1. EMy ¢ 601biM Tpyaom yaaBa-
JIOCh TIEPEKPUYATH CTYK KOIIBIT 10 YTONTAHHOU JOPOTe.



[Ipyn okazascsi TEHUCTBIM U MPOXJIAJHBIM, CJIOBHO OA3UC B
nycTeiHe. [a, ckopee, 3TO OBUIO MIMEHHO 03€pO, B HEro BIaAal
JIeCHOU pydel. PackuancTeie BBl IPATAIM €r0 OT TOCTOPOHHUX
m1a3. Meppuk 0060rHa CBOUX JIpy3el, ObICTPO CKUHYJT OICXK Y U
¢ pa3bery OpocHICsS B BOALY.

Bona coMkHynack Haja €ro rojoBov, Meppuk Mmo4yBCTBOBAJ
HeObIBasIoe OnaskeHCTBO. OH IJIbLT M 1L U cBeTCKMe yClIOBHO-
CTH, €ro oTell, (PUHAHCOBbIE MPOOIEMbI, KUTEHCKHE HEeYPSIUILIbI
CTaJIM KazaTbCcsl Meppuky HeBaKHbIMU. Boma ouncTuiia ero He
TOJBKO (PU3UYECKH, HO U IyXOBHO. Pagocts nepenonusina Mep-
pUKa, Korjia oH BbIOpasics Ha Oeper. Karm Bogpl cTekanu ¢ ero
BOJIOC. DI B BOCXUIIIEHUH Ha0/0/1a71 32 HUM. Meppuk ObL Tpe-
KpacHo cioxeH. [Tonoias k iy, Meppuk cxBaTuj €ro 3a pyKy
Y TIOTSHYJI K BOJIE.

— Thl 1OMKeH UCKynatbcsl! — paccMesABIIUCH, BOCKJIMKHYJI
oH. — Boia npocto uzymurenpHas — Terias 1 HeOOBIKHOBEHHO
YucTasl.

C stmu cioBamu MeppuK CTOJIKHYJI €0 B BOLY. DI BCKPUK-
HYJI OT HEOXKMJAHHOCTU U UCITyra — HE CaMO€ JIOCTOMHOE TOBe-
JEHUE JJIs1 B3POCIIOTO MY KUMHBI.

— Puopaan, npucoenunsiics K Ham! — o3Baj ipyra Meppuk.

W Bckope Bce Tpoe Kynajauch B MAaJIEHbKOM O3€pLe, Olalas
OKPECTHOCTH T'POMKHUMM, BOCTOPKEHHBIMHU BO3IJIACAMHU.



I'maBa 2

Kaxk xopoIiio, 4To HUKTO ceiiyac He MOTr ee yBUAeTh! Dukc
ObLIa ofieTa B yioOHOE, CBOOOHOE CEpPOBATO-OJIMBKOBOE TUIATHE
Y CTaphble, CTONTAHHBIE MOYCAMOKKU. DIUKC, 104b Ipada, mpo-
CTO He UMeJia paBa Tak ofieBarhcs. K cuacteio, ee ceMbsi He MpH-
JaBajia OOJIBIIIOrO 3HAYEHUsI CBETCKUM YCIOBHOCTSIM. BO3MOXk-
HO, TIOSTOMY OHH ¥ Pa3pelivif DIIUKC OTIPABUTHCS HA JIONTYIO
MPOTYJIKY, HECMOTPSI Ha CETOTHSIITHIO BEUSPUHKY U MPUOBITHE
Ba)KHBIX rocTeil. YTo KacaeTcsa caMoyl DJIMKC, ee HU KaIlUIu He
3a00TUJIM HU TOCTH, HU BeuepuHKa. Jlaxe eciu Obl K HUM MpHe-
XaJI caM KOpOJib, OHAa BCE PaBHO OTIIPaBUIACh ObI ryiisATh. [loroga
ObLJTa IPOCTO IyIECHOM. DITMKC HAMTPABJISIACh K CTapoil Oecerke,
KOTOpasi HaXOAWJIaCh HA CaMOM Kpalo ux 3emesib. OHa cobupa-
Jack nopadoTaTh BAAIM OT OCTOPOHHUX I1a3. Kuuru u 6ymaru
JIeKaJIU B XOJIIIOBOM CyMKe, IEPEeKUHYTON Yepes IJIeUO.

Tpora B 3TOM MeECTE I'yCTO MOpPOCJA MANOPOTHUKOM. Yem
Jajblie DIMKC yriyonsiach B Jiec, TeM Tyllle CTAaHOBWJINCh 3a-
POCITH, CKPBIBABIIIME OT Hee JOPOry. YiblOasich, DIMKC MPOIU-
pajiach CKBO3b TUKYIO PACTUTENIBHOCTD. 3/1€Ch, TIOJl KPOHAMU Jie-
peBbEB, OBIJIO OYEHb MPOXJIaAHO. HakoHel uaTu crajo yierde, u
Dnukc yckopuiia mar. M BoT oHa gocturia cBoeu neinu. OTKpbIB
IBepb, DMUKC rTyOoKo B3noxHyna. Crapasi Oeceika Oblia Tpo-
cro uynecHoil. Ho 31ech HeoOxommma ocHOBaTeNnbHas yOOpKa.
DNUKC yKe JaBHO COOMPAJIaCh OUMCTUTH KPBIIITYy OSCETKU OT JIH-



CTbeB U npouero mycopa. IlocraBuB XOJIIOBYI0 CYMKY Ha MO,
AnuKc orsienack. 31ech OHa MOIJIa XOTh HEMHOTO MOOBITh BJIa-
JIM OT CBOEM CEeMbH, UX CTPaHHOBATOrO cocena Apunbdanbaa Pen-
(prsibzia ¥ BCeX TUX CBA3BIBAIOLIMX 10 HOTAM U PyKaM CBETCKMX
YCJIOBHOCTEW. 3aKphIB I71a3a, DIUKC elle pa3 IyOOKO B3/I0XHY-
na. [la, HakoHen-To oHa abcomoTHO onHa. Ho BIpyr oHa ycbima-
Jla KaKoM-TO CTPaHHbIN 3BYK. [Toxoxke, 31eCh KTO-TO €CTh. DIIMKC
npuciymianack. Moxer ObiTh, 3TO BCErO JIMIIb MEHUEe MTHUIIbI?
3Byk noBTopuics. Het, 310 TouHO He nTuia. 1o ObLT yesioBeve-
cknu Kpuk. boxe mon! Kpuku nonocunuce ¢ osepa. HaBepHoe,
KTO-TO Tonan B 6ey. HyxHO neficTBOBaTh OBICTPO M PEIIUTENb-
HO. Bri6exaB u3 6eceiku, DMKC cTajia MpOAUPATLCS CKBO3b M-
KM€ 3apOC/IM Ty/1a, OTKYAA JOHOCMIMCh KpukU. Hakonen Dnuke
no6parack 1o o3epa. Ho oT yauBienus y Hee mepexBaTiiIo Abl-
xanue. OHa MoOHsIa, YTO ee MOMOINb 3/ech He TpeOyercs. Hu-
KTO HE TOHYJ M He nonal B 6emy. Tpoe mMonoabix oaen Kymna-
JICh B 03€pe, HbIPsUIU U fypauninck. boxe moii! Kaxercs, oHn
3ameTiiv ee. OHa OKa3ajach B O4YEHb IUTyNIOM MNosoxeHnu. Kak
OHa OOBSICHUT UM CBOe npucyTcTBHe 31ech? Ho TpeBory Dnukc
HOHATH MOKHO. O3epo ObLIO I0OBOJILHO ITTYOOKUM, U B HEM [Iei-
CTBUTEJILHO MOKHO YTOHYTb.

— 3ppascrByure! Mbl cimimkoM pacurymenucs? Ho Mbl He
3HAJTH, YTO TYT KTO-TO €CTh, — 0OPATHIICS K DIIMKC OUH U3 MO-
JIOZIBIX JIIOJIEU, HUCKOJIBKO HE CMYILIEHHBIN €€ BHE3aITHbIM I105IB-
JICHUEM.

OH oTIeNuIICcs: OT CBOMX TOBAPUIIIEH U MOTUIBLT K Oepery. Yem



OJIMKE OH IOAILIBIBAJI, TEM MeJIbUYe CTAaHOBHMJIACH BOAA, M TEM
OoJTBITIE OTKPHIBAJIOCH €ro Tesio. U TyT DnuKce npusHaiach cede,
YTO €Ile HU pa3y B KU3HU HE BUEJIA TAKOTO MTPEKPACHO CJIOKEH-
HOro MyxuuHy. VI oOHapyXwuia, 4To 3TOT MPEeKPacHO CIIOKEH-
HBII My’KUMHA COBEpIIIEeHHO 0OHaxeH. KoHeuHo, eil, kak Omaro-
BOCIIMTAHHOM JIe[H, CJIeAOBAJIO HEMeIJIEHHO OTBeCTH B3mIsAa. Ho
Kyna ero otBectu? Ilpunercs cmorpers emy B maza? Ho y Hero
TaKOW 3aBOPaXMBAIOIINI B3IJISA, a TJ1a3a Ja3ypHo-romyosie. To-
I71a, MOXeT ObITh, TIEpeBeCTH B3MIsI Ha ero Tpyab? Her. daxe
TPyJb €r0 HEOOBIKHOBEHHO MpPEeKpacHa. A KMBOT TaKOW ILIOC-
kuit. JKusot! boxe moii! OHa He qomkHa Oblia 1axke CMOTPETh B
€ro CTOPOHY, KOTI/1a BoJa OOHaKMJIA )KUBOT. A MOJIOION YeJIOBEK
CTMIOKOMHO MPOAOIIKAT MPUOIMKaThest K Hel. M ero HUCKOJIBKO
He CMyIayia COOCTBEHHAsI HaroTa. DJIUKC JOKHA OTBEPHYThHCS
BO 4TO OBl TO HU CTaJ0, MHAYE €l OTKPOETCS HeuTo Oosbllee,
YeM ero TUIOCKUH JKMBOT. A Kak ke ee OJaropojiHoOe BOCITUTA-
Hue?! Ho, kak HU crapanach, DJIMKC HE MOIJIa OTOPBATh B3IV
OT MPEKPACHOro He3HakoMIla. Eme cekyHaa, ¥ BCSL €ro Harora
MIPEJICTAHEeT TIEPEe]] €€ I1a3amHu.

— He crout 0eCiOKOMTHCS, HE BBIXOJUTE U3 BOJIBI U3-3a Me-
Hsl, IPOJOJIKANTE KyNaThCsl, — IPOrOBOPUJIa HAKOHEL] DJIUKC. —
S yxe yxoxy. [TpocTo s ycipliana Ybu-TO KPUKU U PeInia, 4To
HY’KHa MOMOIIIb.

[IpekpacHo. Ee cioBa mpo3Byyasu BIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHO.

DIMKC caenana mar Ha3aj, CIOTKHYJIACh O KOPATY U, TTOTepsiB
paBHOBecue, ynaina. Illeku ee MrHOBEHHO 3aiuia Kpacka cmy-



HIeHUs. A OHA TaK XOTeJia BBIIISIETh TPUIUYHO!

MyskunHa paccMesicsi, HO cMex ero He Obu1 00uaHbBIM. OH
NpOAOJIKaIT MpUOIMKaThes. Tenephb nepen rnazamMmu DIUKC Tpe-
cTaJsia Bcsl ero Harota. M oHa He cMoruia 3acTaBUTh ceOst OTBECTH
B3r1s1. HezHakomerr 611 ipekpaceH. Jlaxke ero My»kCKoi opra
ObLT OYEHb KPACHB.

— Kaxercsl, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB KOMY-TO M3 HaC BCe-TaKHU MOTpe-
6oBaJ1ach NOMOIIIb, — IPOU3HEC OOHAKEHHBII HE3HAKOMELl, ITpo-
TSIHYB €1 PYKY.

— Her, cnacn6o, co MHO¥# Bce B opsijike, — OBICTPO IPOrOBO-
puia Dk, biaropasymue nmocteneHHO BO3BpAIIaaoch K Heu.

— He ynpsambtech 1 faiite MHe pyKy. Bl ke He XOTuTe ynacThb
elle pa3, — HacTauBaJl He3HAKOMell.

— Cnacu6o0, s1 BOCTIONB3YIOCH Balledl MOMOIIBIO, — CKa3aia
IJMKC.

Hesnakomenr npuBemivBO yiblOaics eil. Kakue Bce-Taku
HEOOBIKHOBEHHO roiyObie Y Hero ria3a! [lake B camblil SICHBIN
COJTHEYHBI JIeHb HE0O B AHIIIMM He ObIBaeT Takoro Iera. Hu-
CKOJIBKO HE CTHIISICh CBOEH HAroThl, HE3HAKOMEI] TOMOT DITUKC
HOIHATHCS.

— Bel, HaBepHOe, BriepBble B KWU3HU BUANUTE OOHAXKEHHOTO
MYXYMHY? — YCMEXHYBIIHCH, CIIPOCKIT OH.

— Yro? — DnmKc He cpa3y MoHsIa ero Borpoc. Bee 31o Bpemst
OIPOMHBIM YCHUJIMEM BOJIM OHA 3acTaBlisula ceOsl He CMOTPETh Ha
Oenpa He3HakoMIIa. — BooOIme-To HeT, — COOpPaBIINCH C AYXOM,
OTBeTWJIA OHA. — {] BUAena Hemalo. ...



DIMKC 3anHyJiack. THTEpeCcHO, rlie OHa MOIJIa UX BUJIETh?

— Bbl Bugenu ux Ha KaptuHax? — YCIYXJIMBO IMOJACKAa3as
el He3HakoMell. Kanenbku Bozpl, OyiecTeBIIE Ha COJHIIE, KaK
OpWJUTHAHTBI, CTEKAJIU C €ro JIbHSHBIX BOJIOC.

— 4 Bupena [laBunaa, — ¢ BbI3BIBAIOIIMM BUJIOM MPOrOBOpUIIA
Snuke. OHa ckaszana npasay. OHa IeucTBUTENBHO BUaea JlaBu-
na Ha kKaptuHax. Ho JlaBug Hudero o0rero He uMes C STUM CMe-
JIBIM ¥ JIEP3KUM HEe3HAKOMIIEM, TaK CIIOKOWHO, Tak 0Oe33acTeH-
YMBO CTOSIIMM Iepe]l Hel ToJibiM cpedb Oena Hs. Pa3se Oma-
TOPOJIHBIN JIKEHTJIBMEH MO3BOJIUT ce0e CTOATh OOHAKEHHBIM B
npucyTcTBuu Jienu? Hu oquH MyX4rHa, KOTOPbIX OHA BCTpevasia
B JIOME CBOMX POJAWTEJIEH, HU 32 UTO Ha CBETe HE TO3BOJIMII Obl
cebe HMYEro rmogoOHOro.

— Bam He Kaxercsi, 4YTO CTOMT YTO-HUOY/Ib HAaJeTh Ha ceds,
cap? — C 3tMu cjoBaMM DJIUKC MOJHSIA C 3eMJIM PyOaliky
HE3HAKOMIIa U TIPOTSIHYJIa EMY.

BssiB pyOariiky, He3HaAKOMEIT YJILIOHYJICS € 1 JTYKaBO TIOJIMMT -
HYJL

— Heyxenu 310 Tak yx Heooxonumo? Y MeHsl co3/1aIoCh BIie-
YaTieHue, 4yTo Bac Bce ycrpauBaeT. Mnu s ommbdach?

— Ommbaerech. DTa CUTYaIIMsI YCTPAUBAET TOJIBKO Bac, — MPO-
rOBOpUJIa DJTUKC, C/IeNIaB BUJI, UTO CMEPTEIbHO OCKOPOJIeHA ero
JIEP3KUM TIOBEJICHUEM.

He3Hnakomell BbI3bIBaOIE TMOAHSAT OpOBb M HACMEILIMBO
XMBIKHYJI.

— Heyxenn? A MHe Ka3aJloCh, YTO TaKasi CUTyallysl yCTpanBa-



eT Hac oooux. TosbKO 51, B OIMUKE OT Bac, He CTPOI0 U3 ceds
OCKOPOJICHHYI0O HEBUHHOCTb.

Ora nocieaHssA ¢pa3a HE3HAKOMIIA TIEpPENoTHIIA Yally ee
TepreHus. DIIMKC BO3MYIIEHHO Tlepe/iepHyJIa IJieuamu.

— BbI camblii HEBOCTIMUTAaHHBIN Y€JI0BEK, KOTOPOTO 51 KOT/Aa-Ju-
60 BcTpeuasia! — THEBHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA.

«Ho ¢ 60ecTBEHHBIM TEJIOM U JIULIOM aHrejia», — JoO0aBuIa
po ceosl.

— MHe nopa uaru, — mporoBopuia JMKC.

W 910o0BI CKPHITH CMYIIIEHHE, OIyCTHJIA TOJIOBY W OfIEpPHYJIA
IO/I0JT IJIAThS.

— Kaxercs, ¢ Bamu Bce B TIOpsi/IKE, ¥ MOSI TIOMOIIb He TpeOy-
ercs. S yxoxy.

W oHa ynuia ¢ ropao NOAHATON T'OJIOBOM.

Meppuk ¢ yiIsIOKO# cMoTpel el Besiea. V TyT, CJIOBHO OUHYB-
IIKCh, IPUHSJICS HATSTUBaTh pyoamky. K Hemy, mycTs u ¢ 0071b-
UM OTIO3[JaHHEM, BCE-TaKU BEPHYJIACh CTHIVIMBOCTh. OH mo/1y-
MaJl, 9TO, HaBepHOE, He CTOWJIO BeCTU ceOsl TaK JAEep3KO W BbI-
spiBatonie. Ho, ¢ Apyroi ctopoHsl, 310 ObLIO 320aBHO. K TOMY
*ke, ecyii Obl ero MoBe/IeHUE IIIOKMPOBAJIO JIEBYIIIKY, OHA yOekaia
OBl OT Hero 0e3 omtanku. OIHAKO 3Ta JEAM HE TOJIBKO OCTaJIacCh,
HO ¥ C JTIOOOTBITCTBOM Pa3IJIsbIBAJIA €r0. YK OH-TO pa3Oupaet-
Cs1 B )KEHIIMHAX M Cpa3y PacKycu ee. DTa JIeByIIIKa B OJIUBKO-
BOM IIJIaThe BOBCE He Obla cMmyllieHa. Ee kpacuBble CBET/IO-Ka-
pHe TJ1a3a He MOIJIM OTOPBAThCS OT €r0 MYKCKOM TUIOTH.

Meppuk oneBajics, MpoxosrKas pa3MbuiATh. [1o mpasne ro-



BOpS, JIEBYIIIKA THITATACh OTBEPHYTHCS, YTOOBI COOMIOCTHU TPH-
JIMYMS1, HO 37J0pPOBblE MHCTUHKTHI B35 BepX. M oHa mpownrpania
B OOph0Oe ¢ COOCTBEHHBIM JIOOOIBITCTBOM. MeppuKa He yAUBH-
JIO Takoe TMoBeieHue 3TOH eBylIKU. Ellle HU ofiHa KeHIIMHA He
MPOSIBUJIA PABHOAYIIIUSA K €r0 MPEKPACHO CIOKEHHOMY MYCKYJIH-
cromy Tesy. OmHax et Jiequ MaHchuiba 0ObsIBIIa BO BCEYCITBI-
HIaHue, 4To Tesio MeppHKa — MOMCTHHE BOCBMOE 4y/Io CBeTa. A
neau ParBOPC MOIJIA HOUM HAITPOJIET JTI0OOBATHCS UM.

OH OTIMYHO MOHMMAJ, YTO OT HEro HYXKHO KEHIMHam. B
CBOIO OYepeqb 3T KEHIIMHBI TOXKE TMOHUMAJH, Yero XOTST OT
Hero. MeppyK NMPUBBIK JIOBUTh Ha ceOe UX OTKPOBEHHbIE, BOCXH-
IIEHHbIE ero HaroToi B3rsiasl. Ho BO B3mIsie Jienu, KOTopyio OH
BCTPETUJ y 03epa, ObLJIO uTO-TO HeBUHHOE. Cy/s IO BCeMy, OHa
HUKOT/Ia paHbllle HE BUIEAa OOHaXKEHHOro Myx)uuHy. OT 3TOH
MbICTTA MeppuK Tpuilien B HeOObIKHOBEHHOE BO30ykieHue. [la,
9Ta JIeByIKa He Obl1a mokupoBaHa. HaoOopoT, el oueHb HpaBu-
JIOCh CMOTpPETH Ha ero Tesio. Ho B ee B3msiie ObLI0 poOyk1at0-
1ieecs JTOOOMBITCTBO AEBCTBEHHUIIBI, O KOTOpOM MeppuK ycren
3a0bITh. JII0OYI0 HEBUHHYIO JIEBYIIIKY, HU pa3y B JKM3HU HE BUJIEB-
HIYIO TOJIOr0 MYKYHHY, 3Ta ClieHa Obl NIOKMPOBaa, a ee HeT. Ho,
HECMOTPSI Ha BCIO CBOIO BUJIMMYIO HEUCKYIIEHHOCTD, 9Ta JIEBYIII-
Ka cymena oBiafeTh coooil. OHa He BHIIIIsAeNa OECIIOMOIITHON
i cnaboil. Pa3Be cinabasi, GecriomMornHasi ieByIika Opocriach
Obl K JIECHOMY 03epy paju craceHus yronamoiiero? OHa mpocTo
ouapoBaJa ero. Jlep3kue, OCTpOyMHbIE OTBETHI TOM IOHOI Jien
BIEYATIMIN MepprKa He MEHbIIIe, YeM Te )KapKue HEeABYCMBbIC-



JIEHHBIE B3JIsA/IbI, KOTOpBIe OHA Ha Hero Opocana. Kak xaib, uto
OH HE JIOra/Iajicsl CIIPOCUTh, KaK €€ 30BYT.

A 1meKu DIMKC Topey OTHEM CMYIIeHHs, KOTjia OHa BEpHY-
nack B 6eceniky. OHa OTKpbUIA KHUTY, TBEPAO PEIIUB OOJIbIIe He
IOymarb 00 3Tol BcTpede Ha o3epe. Ho Huvero He Boiuio. CKoJTb-
KO OHa HU THITAJACh BUUTATHCS B TEKCT, CMBICI CIIOB YCKOJb-
3aJ1 OT Hee. B rojioBe CHOBa M CHOBa MIPOK PyUYHMBAJIMCh MeJbYai-
e netanu npousotnienmiero. [lepes rimazamu DUk cTos 00-
HAKeHHBIN He3HAKOMeI] C TUIOCKUM KUBOTOM U MYCKYJIUCTHIMU
6enpamu. U ero ynbiOka. [laxke Terepb, Mpy OJHOM JIMIIh BOC-
TIOMHWHAHUU 00 3TOH MOPOYHOMN YIIBIOKE, TIO €€ TeNTy MPOXOIrIa
CTpaHHas1 IPOXKb. B0 OUEBUIHO, YTO HE3HAKOMeEIl (pIIpTOBA
¢ Hert. OH cMOTpeIT Ha DITUKC UTPUBBIM B3IISIZIOM CBOUX JIa3yp-
HO-TOJTYOBIX IJ1a3, MPEKPACHO MMOHMMAsl, KaKoe BIevaTieHne OH
Ha Hee TIPOU3BO/IMT.

Emle HU pa3y B )KU3HU DIIMKC HE CTAJKUBAIACh C TAKUM pac-
KOBAHHBIM TMOBEJICHUEM MYXUHWHBL. [l0 ceromHsmmHero JaHs OHa
HE BUjIeNia MykunHy Oe3 pyoOarku. [la 4yTo Tam, 10 CeromHs-
HEero JHsI OHa He BUJIeNIa HM OIHOTO MY)XKUMHY He TOJIBKO Oe3 py-
Oaniku, HO M 6e3 xuieta. Hu ofiuH 1KeHTIbMEH He rocMen Obl
CHSTb XKUJIET B IPUCYTCTBUU JIE/I.

Kpacka onare 3anmia mekn Dinuke. Bee cymectBo ee cHOBa
HAaIOJHWIO CTpaHHOe YyBCTBO. [Togymath Tonbko! OHa yBuIena
oOHaxkeHHOro MyxuuHy. I He nzfasieka, a B oracHo O;J1M30CTU
ot ceds1. 1 310 Ob110 MpekpacHo. W HarparmmBacs mpocToi Bo-
IpocC: KTO ke oHa rociie 3toro? JliodombiTHas aeBymka? PacryT-



Huna? M xro-to eme moxyxe? OHa HUKOTAa He OblIa CKPOM-
HUIIEH, KpacHeIoIIel 1o Tooomy moBoay. Ecim 6b1 ke ycBo-
WJia TpaBUJIa MOBEJCHUs HACTOSINEH Jieid, KOTOPhIe €l MPUBH-
BaJIM C POKJIEHUs, HEe cTajia Obl OpocaTh HA HE3HAKOMIIA TaKue
JKaTHBIE B3MJISIBI M He TT03BOJMIIA OBl eMy Tak ceOs BecTH. Bcee ee
TIONIBITKU M300pa3uTh Tepesi He3HAKOMIIeM OJIarOpoJHOe HEero-
JIOBaHKE IMPOBAJIWJIKCH ellle B caMoM Havasie. Ho xBatuT Tep3ath
cebs1! B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, HEe TTPOM3OIILIO Yero-TO U3 psifia BOH BhI-
xopsiero. Eil Hy)XHO BCero JIMIib NepecTaTh AymaTh 00 oOHa-
JKEHHOM HE3HAKOMIIE, KOTOPOTO OHA BCTPETUJIA CETOHS Ha 03¢-
pe. Ho Dnukc Obl1a coBepIlieHHO BBHIOWTA U3 KOJIEW W HE MOIJIa
COCPEIOTOYNThCS HA YTEHWU. B30XHYB, OHA TIONOKUIA KHUTY
oOpaTtHO B cyMKy. Ceiyac eii jrydiiie BEpHYThcsl TOMOM. [1aB-
HOE, YTOOHI €€ HUKTO HE YBHJIEI, TIOKA OHA B TAKOM COCTOSIHUU.

[MTocTteneHHO OHA MpHUIILIA K BHIBOY, YTO B €€ TaliHE HET HUYe-
'O IOCTBITHOTO. DTOT MYKYMHA C 03€pa ObLT TOCTOPOHHUM MY K-
yyHOW. OH He 3HaeT ee, oHa He 3HaeT ero. CKopee BCEro, OHU
HUKOTAa OOJIbIlle He BCTPETATCs. Pa3Be UTO OHa YBUJIUT €ro BO
CHE.

Brarogaps 3Toii BcTpede DIMKC, TOTOBSICh K CETOAHSIITHEMY
Oaiy, ozenach Oosee M3BICKaHHO, YeM 0ObuHO. OHa MmpuKazaia
TOPHUYHOM JIOCTaTh U3 IUIATSHOTO Kada HapsiTHOe OJIeTHO-TO-
Jy0oe TUIaThe C OT/ENKOM 1IBeTa IIOKOJaaa U ITyOOKUM BhIpe-
3oM. Hayo cka3ath, 4Tto nuKc Bcerga OOJbIlie MHTEPEeCOBAU
KHUTHY U APEeBHUE MAaHYCKPUITHI, YeM HAPSIIbl M CBETCKHE PAyTHI.
Ho ponHbie IeBYIIKY He KeJlaad MUPUTBCS C ITUM, XOTSI il yxe



WCHOJIHWIOCH ABAaILaTh HIECTD JIET. YTO KacaeTcss caMOU DIUKC,
TO OHa IaBHO MaxHyJ1a Ha ce0s1 pykoi. Hecmotpst Ha Bce ee rpo-
TECTbI, CEMbsI HE OCTABJIsIa TIOMBITOK BbIIATH €€ 3aMy:K. PosiHbIe
HE MOIJIM CMUPHUTBCS C MBICIIBIO, UTO J104b camoro rpaca Posbk-
CTOYHa TaK U OCTAHETCsl CHHUM 4y/iKkoM. B aTom rony eit yaanoch
OTKa3arbcA OT noe3aku B JIongon. Ho Heyromumble poacTBeH-
HUKM HE KeJIaJIl OCTaBJIsATh JEBYIIKY B MIOKOE U YCTPOWJIM 3Ba-
HBII Beuep, Kyzia OpaT MpUIIacil CBOUX ApY3el, Kak bl U3 KO-
TOPBIX MOT' CTaTh IMOTEHLIHAIBHBIM KEHUXOM DJIUKC.

HaneB xxem4uyxHble CEpPbI, DIMKC TOCMOTpESIa Ha CBOE OT-
pakeHHE B 3epKajie U OcTajach BIOJIHE 10BOsbHA. [lopa cryc-
KaTbCsl BHU3.

— DIMKC, BOT THI TJie, — YCTIbIIIAa OHA TOJIOC CBOEro Opara
Jxermu. OH CTOSUT y IOTHOKUS JIECTHULIBL. — Tl CETOIHS Mpe-
KpacHO BeIIIs UMb, TeOe oueHb uet roayooi nper. — C sTumu
CJIOBaMU OH B3slJI ee 3a pyKy. — S xoten Obl TeOs1 KOe C KeM I10-
3HAKOMHTb.

DJMKC C TPYOM YAAIOCH MTOJABUTH TSKEJIbIA B3/10X. [kenmvu
BCEr/a JISMCTBOBAJI paJy ee ke Orara, Ho MHOTr/Ia ero 3a00Ta Obl-
Jia 11 He€ YTOMUTENIbHOU.

— He BonHyiics, Dnukc, Bce OyaeT B OPsi/IKe, — yTOBApUBaJ ee
Mexay TeM [JxerMu. — DTO BCEro JMIllb MO YHUBEPCUTETCKUE
JPY3bsl.

YerBepo IKEHTIBMEHOB CTOUIM y ABepu. [Ipy nossienun
Opara U cecTpbl MOJIO/IbIE JTIOIY OJIHOBPEMEHHO B3IJISIHYJIM Ha
Omukc. OgHOrO M3 HUX DIMKC cpaszy y3HalIa. DTO ObUT CHIH



ckBampa. [[Boe npyrux ObuM eil He3HaKOoMbl. Bo BHemHOCTH
TEMHOBOJIOCHIX KpacaBlleB ObUIO YTO-TO IEMOHMYECKOE. A TIO-
CJIETHUI MOJIOJION YesloBeK ObLT MOX0X Ha aHrena. [lopoyHoro
aHresa. MiMeHHO ero DiMKc BUJesa CerojiHs Ha Ipyay OOHaKeH-
HBIM.

OT HEOKMTAHHOCTU DIIMKC B3APOrHyna. MbIciu ee myTaaIuch
oT cMy1eHus. Moxet ObITh, OH ee He y3HaeT? B noporom 6asb-
HOM IlJIaThe DJIUKC COBEPIIEHHO HE M0XO0Ka Ha AEBYLIKY B CTOI-
TaHHBIX OaIlIMaKax, KOTOPYIO OH BCTPETUJI Ha JIECHOM O3€epe.

— [To3BoJsIBTE MHE ITPEICTABUTH BAC MOEU CECTPE, JIEAN DIIMKC
Bypk. nukc, joporas, 310 MOU CTapble YHUBEPCUTETCKUE APY-
3bs, 0 KOTOPBIX 51 TeOe MHOro pacckasbiBail. 910 Puopnan bap-
per, O beaesepe u Meppuk Marnyc, — npousHec xeimu.

Hy BOT, Tenepp y 6€3bIMSIHHOTO aHTeJa MOSIBIJIOCH UMSI.

— Enchante, magemyasesb, — NOKJIOHMBILIUCH, IIPOTOBOPUJ
Meppuk u BcMmotpeics B ee uio. C paHHUX JIET OH yMeJ pa3-
OupaTbcs B KeHIMHAX. [10/] 271eraHTHBIMY TIATBSIMU U CIIOXKHBI-
MU [IPUYECKAMU ITOPOU CKPBIBAIACH JIZKUBBIE Y IOPOYHBIE CYIIIE-
crBa. OH JaBHO ye MOHSI, YTO HYy’KHO CMOTPETH B [IEPBYIO OYe-
pe/ib B JIMIIO JKEHILMHE, YTOOBI MOHATh €€ UCTUHHYIO CYIIIHOCTb.
VmeHnHo nostomy Meppuk cpasy ke y3Hasl HE3HAKOMKY, BCTpe-
YEHHYIO0 UM CErofHs Ha JIECHOM o3epe. OH y3HaJl 3T ITpeKpac-
HBIE CBETJIO-Kapue IJla3a C JUIMHHbIMU pecHulamMu. TaMm, Ha o3e-
pe, OHa CMOTpeJia Ha ero OOHAXXEHHOE TeJIo ¢ 3a0aBHOM CMEChIO
yxaca 1 mo0onbITcTBa. OH MOHUMAJT, YTO TAK BOJIBHO BECTHU Ce0st
C 9TOM AEBYIIKOW Hemb3sl. Hy)KHO CpOYHO MCIpaBUTh OIIHMOKY.



[IpuBEeTIMBO KUBHYB IOCTSIM, DIIUKC CKa3alia, 4To €l Hy)KHO
MOWTH TIOWCKATh TMOAPYTY, U3BMHUIIACh U CPa3y MOKUHYJA HX.
Ho Meppuk, BHUMaTEIbHO HAOJIOIABIINIA 32 HEel, 3aMETHUI, YTO
OHA MPUCOEMHWIIACH K COOPABIIMMCS Y KaMUHA MOKIIBIM J1a-
MaMm, cpeid KOTopbIX Obuta U Jiequ PoNbKCTOyH. 3HAUUT, CIIO-
Ba 0 moxpyre ObiM OTroBOpKoM. OOBIYHO MeppuK He MhTal-
cs1 COOMa3HATH KEHIIMH, KOTOPbIe CaMU 3TOro He xoTtenau. U He
MOOUJ CMyIaTh pOOKMX AEBYIIEK BOJIBHOCTSIMU MM OTKPOBEH-
HbIM (rpToM. Ho 31O ObLIT COBEpITIeHHO Apyroi ciydail. XoTs
Dnukc Bypk mpiTanace BITISAETh CKPOMHHULIEM U HEJOTPOTOH,
B JICVICTBUTENILHOCTU OHA Takoi He Obl1a. OHa U3 TeX JIeBYIIEK,
KOTOpBIE CaMy MPOBOLMPYIOT My:k4MH. CerogHsiHee ee nose-
JIEHHE Ha 03epe 3TO JJOKa3bIBaJIO.

Jlxenmu 3aMeTr 3aMenarenbcteo Meppuka.

— Eciu xouertib, st Mory mocaiuTh Te0s1 pSZIOM ¢ DJIMKC, — 00-
partuics OH K Apyry.

Jlxerimu o6magan ompHoW ynmuBUTENbHON deptoil. OH Beernaa
KaKMM-TO UYJIECHBIM 00Pa30M MOT yTraJibIBaTh KeJIaHWS OKPYyKa-
IOIIMX U TYT € UCHONHATh uxX. Cryctss MUHYTY Meppuk yxe
cunen psjgom ¢ dnuke Bypk. 3aech, Ha Gaty, oHa Obula Tak ke
XOpoIla, Kak ¥ Ha 03epe, HO He Takasi OTKPBITasi U CBOOOJHAS.
Ee npekpacHbIM SIpKMM 4epTam He IUIO TO BbIPaXKEHUE COCpe-
JIOTOYEHHOU CKYKH, KOTOPO€E BCErja NPUHUMAIOT JaMbl Ha CBET-
CKHX Beuepax.

— Mucc Bypk, st He Mory u30aBUTHLCS OT OIIYIIEHUS], YTO BU-
JIeJT Bac rje-To, — Mporopopui Meppuk, Korjaa Ciyrd MpyUHECIA



niepBoe OJT0/I0.

— ITO MaJIOBEPOSITHO, — C €]1Ba 3aMETHOU YJIBIOKOU BO3pa3uiia
Dmukc. — A peako OwiBato B JIongoHe.

Meppuk nogymai, 4To ¢ €e CTOPOHBI ITO JIUIIb XUTPOYMHAs
urpa. OHa NPUTBOPSETCS, YTO HE Y3HAeT ero. Bo3amoxHO, OHa
HAJIEETCs1, YTO M OH He y3HaeT ee. Bce ee BUauMoe CIIOKOWCTBUE
TOX€E OJIHO JIMIIb MPUTBOPCTBO. Pyka ke Oblia ckata B Ky-
JIaK. A 3TO NPU3HAK HEBEPOSATHOTO BHYTPEHHETO HaIPSKEHUS.

— Hy, moxeT ObITh, MBI BCTpeuastuch He B JIOHIOHE, a Tie-Hu-
Oy/ib 37eCh, — Mpeanoyokua Meppuk. DTa KEeHIMHA Ka3aiach
emy Bce Oonee uHTpurymoiieid. OHa cuzesna ¢ TOpAbIM U HE3aBU-
CHMBIM BUJIOM U CMOTpEJIa Ha Hero € JIETKOM J0CaJ0M, TaK YTOObI
Jpyrue, coopaBIecs 3a CTOJIOM, HU4Yero He 3ameTiiii. OHa He
XOTeJIa HapylaTh MPUINYHN.

— Jlopn Cent-Marnyc, — 3aroBopwia Diuke. — S peako xo-
XKy TYJATb, U IOTOMY BPsiJl JI Bbl MOIJIU BCTPETUTh MEHS Te-
HUOYJIb B OKPECTHOCTSX MoMecThsi. CKopee BCero, Bbl IIPOCTO
ommomch. OOBIYHO SI TIPOBOKY BpeMsI B KOMITAHUW MECTHBIX
UCTOPUKOB. Tak 4YTO, €C/IM Bbl HE 3AaHUMAETECh NIEPEBOJIAMU CTa-
PUHHBIX TOKYMeHTOB KeHTa, Bbl Bpsj JIM MOIJIM MEHs IJe-HU-
OyIb BCTPETHUTD.

DNUKC MPOIOIKAJIA CTAPATEeSIbHO UTPaTh POJb JOOPOIETEb-
Hou Jiemu. Ho pa3Be y 100OponeTe/IbHbIX Jiequ ObIBAaeT TAKOM IM0-
pouHbIi u3rud ryd? Meppuky ¢ OOJBIIMM TPYAOM YAAIOCh T0-
JABUTb YCMEIIKY.

— Ho, HaBepHOe, nHOrIa BBl BCE K€ XOAUTE T'YJIATh, — IPOro-



Bopws1 Meppuk. — Mbl MOIJIM BCTPETUTHCS TIie-HUOY/Ib B JieCy
WJIM HAa OTHOM M3 MECTHBIX O3€p.

— Her, g Hukorga He ObIBal0 B TaKMX MeCTaxX, — OTpe3alia
Snukc. Kpacka 3anuia et meku. OHa noHsiia, uto Meppuk pac-
KYCHWJI €€ WJIM BOT-BOT PaCKYyCHT.

— B03MOXHO, Bbl MEHSI IPOCTO HE Y3HAETe, — CKa3ajl OH. —
MHe nouemMy-To KaKeTcsl, YTO Mbl BCE-TaKU YK€ BCTPEUAIHUCh.
Ha Bac ObLIO OJTMBKOBOE IUIaThe, 2 HA MHE — KOCTIOM AJlama.

CamMoo01agaHAIo JIEAU DIIMKC MOXKHO ObUIO MTO3aBUI0BATh.

— Yro, npoctute? — nepecrpocusia INUKC.

— 41 roBOpI0O O KOCTIOME, B KOTOPOM BCE JIIOAW TMOSIBISAIOTCS
Ha cBeT. To ecTh Ha MHE He ObIJIO BOOOIIE HUKAKON OJIEkKIbl, —
nporoBopus1 Meppuk.

DJIMKC CMEPUJIA €T0 CYPOBBIM B3[JISIOM:

— 4 nonsna, uyto Bel UMeeTe B Buay. Ho naxe ecnu u Tak, 3a-
YeM BaM 00s13aTesIbHO HalIOMUHATh MHe 00 3ToM. Hu oniiH yBa-
Kaonwmii ceOs1 KeHTJIbMEH HUKOT/A He CTajl Obl CMyIIATh Jie-
1M paccKa3amu o TIOJOOHOM BCTpeue. S okazanack y o3epa Tolb-
KO MOTOMY, 4TO TIOlyMaJia, OyITO KOMY-TO HyHa MOSI TIOMOIIIb.
MHe ¥ B TOJIOBY HE MOIJIO MPUMATH, YTO TO BCETO JIUIIb TTyIIbe
3a0aBbI TPEX B3POCIbIX [UKEHTJIBMEHOB, KOTOPHIE Cpe/ib Oelia qHS
PELLIMINA UCKYTIAThCSI HATUIIIOM.

— 3HauuT, BH BCE-TAKM MEHSI BCIIOMHWJINA? — HACMEIILIUBO
cripocus1 Meppuk.

— Ha, nopa CenT-Marnyc, s1 1eiiCTBUTEIHHO [TOMHIO Bac U Ha-
11y BCTPeYy, — MIPU3HAJIACh OHA.



— Bor u ipekpacHo. §1 He m1006110, KOT/1a AEBYIIIKY MEHS 3a0bI-
BAIOT, — YAbIOHYJIC Meppuk. — Ho 310 citydaercs kpaiiHe pesko.
Boo0i1ie-To jXeHIHaM 04eHb HPaBUTCS MOE TeJIo.

— Pana 3a HUX, — ¢ capka3MOM B rojioce, y/abl0asch, MPOU3HEC-
J1a DJIMKC U CTIOKOMHO MPUHSIACH 3a cBoi poctOud. Takum 06-
Pa3oM OHa XOTeNa BEXJIMBO, HO OBICTPO MpepBaTh STOT HEMpPH-
SITHBIN JIJIS1 HEE pa3roBop.

— BombIMHCTBY Nieau HpaBUTCS Moe Teso. DiuKe Bypk — Toxke
JIeIN ¥ TIOTOMY.. ...

— He oGornbimaiitech, HUIYEro MogoOHOTO s He Moaymaia, —
CITOKOMHO BO3pas3miia JMUKC. — $1 yMaio TOIBKO O TOM, YTOOBI
npepBaTh 3TOT MIYMbI pa3roBop. OH MeHs MOPSIAKOM YTOMIIL.

Ha ry6ax Meppuka 3aurpana cnabdast yabiOKa.

— $1 XoTen OBl NU3MEHUTD Ballle OTHOILIEHHE K 3TOMY BOITPOCY, —
CcKazaJsi oH. MeppuK He MOMHIII, 9TOOBI KOTAa-HUOY/Ib ero Oecena
C J1laMoii OblIa TAKOH MHTEPECHOM.

K coxanenuio, y:KUH MOAXOIWI K KOHITLY.

XUTpO yABIOHYBIIKCH, OH HAKJIOHWICS K DJIMKC. 3aTeM IMpH-
JBUHYJICS K HEH Tak OJIM3KO, YTO YJIOBUJI 3aIlax ee TyXOB: CMeCh
JIMMOHA U JIAaBaH/Ibl.

— K coxanenuio, Hail pa3roBop ObICTPO 3aKOHUYMIICS, — TIPO-
mienrtain Meppuk. — Ho Mbl cMOKeM ITPOAOJIKUTE €r0 BO BpeMs
BEUEPHEro vasl.

— 51 He coxanelo 00 3TOM, — OTBETHIIA DJIMKC, XOJIOAHO EMY
YIBIOHYBIIIUCh.

— A MHe KaxkeTcsi, BaC OTOPUMIIO, YTO CETOTHS BEYEPOM MBI



OoJIbIIIe HE CMOKEM ModeceIoBaTh, — cKazan MeppuK.

Hu ciioBa He roBOpsi, DJIUKC JOBOJIBHO YyBCTBUTEIBHO MTHYJA
€ro IoJ] CTOJIOM HOTOM, OJIETOW B JIOMAIITHIO TY(ITIO, U TIOBEP-
HYJIaCh K JUKEHTJIbMEHY, CUJISIIEMY OT Hee MO MpaByio pyKy. [To-
BejIeHHEe MOJIOAOH Jieau ObUTO JOBOJILHO 3abaBHBIM. M1 Meppuk
paccmesuicst Obl, eci Obl He 00JTb B HOTE.



I'nmaBa 3

Ocrarok Beuepa MPOXOIUJ CKYYHO U JOBOJBHO OIHOOOpa3-
HO. Meppuk OecenoBall ¢ JKE€HOM CKBaiipa, KOTopasi BecbMa OT-
KPOBEHHO C HUM 3aulphlBasia. DJIMKC BCEMH CUJIAMU MbITAIACh
UTHOpPHUPOBaTh ero. Yto KacaeTcs KeHbl CKBaiipa, OHa CMesilach
HaJ1 MOOOM, ake He CITMIITKOM YIauyHOM, IIyTKOW Meppuka.

YroObl XOTh KaK-TO CHPAaBUTHCA CO CKyKOW, Meppuk mu
OpeHaM OOKa 32 OOKAJIOM W CPAaBHHMBAJ JBE CYIIHOCTH JIeAW
DJUKC: XOJIOAHYIO, BEXKJIMBYIO, CBETCKYIO JaMy, KaKoil OoHa Obl-
J1a 32 Y’KUHOM, U JIEBYIIKY C OKPYIJIMBIIUMUCS OT JIIOOOMBITCTBA
mia3amu. Ha mepBbiil B3I MEKIy HUMU He ObLJIO HUYEro 00-
niero. Ho cronsto Meppuky nmprucMOTpPETbCs K ITOM OTCTPaHEH-
HOIM CBETCKOW Jiei TIOBHUMATeJIbHee, U OH BHOBb BUJIEN Yep-
ThI IEBYIIIKHM, KOTOPYIO BCTPETUII Ha JlecHOM o3epe. Kak Tosbko
AnuKc 3a0bIBAJIACh U HA KAKYIO-TO JOJII0 CEKYHIbI BHIXOIWIIA U3
o0pa3a OraroHpaBHOW JaMbl M3 BBICIIIETO OOITIECTBA, OTBETHI ee
CTAaHOBWJIMCh KMBBIMU U OCTpOyMHbIMU. HO OHa Bcemu cuiamu
cTapajach, 4ToObl OH He y3Hau ee. M 3T0 ObLI0 HeyAUBUTEIBHO.
Ecnmu Ol KTO-TO Aorajancs 006 WX BCTpeue Ha o3epe, Mocie-
CTBUSI ObUTM ObI CAMBIMH HETIPUSATHBIMH KaK JIISL JIeAu DJIHKC,
Tak 1 Ay camoro Meppuka. Ho Bo BpeMs UX ¢ DIMKC BCTpeun
Ha 6epery D1 1 Propaan kynanuch 1aneko u, CKopee BCero, Bo-
oOrie ee He Bujieu. Tem Oosiee 4TO DJIMKC HE U3 TeX JIEBYIIEK,
Ha KOTOPBIX MOTJIM Obl 0OpaTUTh BHUMaHMe Dl win Puopman.



Henb3s cka3aTh, 4TOOBI JIEBYIITKa OblIa OCJICTIMTEIbHON KpacaBh-
ueu. Mepprka oHa 3aMHTEpPECOBaIa CBOMM HE3aypPsIHBIM YMOM,
OCTPOYMHEM M HETIOXOXKECThIO Ha JIEBYIIIeK ee Kpyra. Ecmu Obl
HE X pa3roBop Ha o3epe, Meppuk, CKopee BCero, Tak:ke He 00-
patu1 Obl HA Hee BHUMAHUS.

Meppuka Bce 6obliie MHTepecoBaia Jienu ke bypk. Y Hee
€CTb BCE JIJIs1 TOTO, YTOObI 3aHATH MoJIokeHue B cBeTe. OHa WH-
TepecHbIll coOeceIHUK, oOnagaeT HezaypsaaHeiM ymoM. K Tomy
e oHa Jjoub Ooratoro rpada. [Touemy ona xuBet He B JIoHIOHE,
a B gepeBeHckor nrymm? 3araaka. Cyas mo Bcemy, y Hee Obia
BeCKasi TpUUMHa, YTOOBI OTKA3aThCs OT jku3HU B JloH10HE. Mep-
PHKY XOTEJIOCh KAK MOXHO CKOpEe ITOTOBOPUTH C HEM.

BepHyBIIKCh B TOCTUHYIO, OH HAIIIEN JIEAU DITMKC CUISIIIIEN Ha
JUBAaHE C MOXWJIOW 1aMOM Y TEPIEJIMBO CIYIIAOIIEH €€ paccKas.
MeppHK BCIOMHUJI BCE, YTO EMY YAAJIOCh Y3HATh O JIEAN DIIUKC
3a TMOCJeIHME HEeCKOJIbKO 4acoB. 3a 00eoM OHa cKas3asia, 4To
paboTaeTr ¢ MecTHBIMU UCTOpUKamMK? OueHb UHTEPECHO.

MepprK prOIM3UICS K JaMaM.

— Jlenu Dnukc, — y4TUBO MPOrOBOPUII OH. — Mory 51 yKpacTb
BaC Ha Mapy MHUHYT?

— YT0 BBI XOTEJIM MHE CKa3aTh? — CIPOCUJIA DJIUKC, KOT/1a OHU
¢ MeppuKoM OKa3anuch HaeauHe KOOI AJIs1 TOTO, YTOOBI 00CY-
JUTh KAPTUHY Ha CTEHE.

— 41 61 xOTeN, YTOOBI Hallla BCTpeya y JIECHOTO 03€pa OCTalach
ME3Ky HaMU, — IOHU3UB roJioc, mpousnec Meppuk. — Eciu KTo-
TO Y3HA€ET O CETOIHAIIHEM ITPOUCIIECTBUM Ha 03€PE, MOKET pas3-



Pa3sUThCS HACTOSIIMIA CKaHal.

— AX BOT BB 0 uem? He OecrioKonTeCh, — XOJI0HO OTYEKAHU-
Ja neam dnuke. — Heyxenn g npousBoxy BIIEYaTJIEHUE IIYTIOU
oontymku?

— KoneuHo ke Her, siequ dmukc. [Ipoctute mens. Keraru, s
OuYE€Hb YAUBWICS, KOTJIa BbI MHY/IX MEHSI HOTOH O] CTOJIOM. DTO
OBbUIO TaK HEOXUIAHHO.

— He comHeBaioch, 4TO Ballu Apy3bsi CTAHYT PacCKa3blBaTh KO-
MY-TO 00 3TOM Clly4ae, — sI3BUTEJIbHO MPOrOBOPHJIA JIEAN DIHKC,
HUKAaK HE ITpOpearupoBaB Ha €ro MocjeAHo (pa3sy.

— OHM HUKOMY He CTaHYT 00 3TOM pacCKa3biBaTh, — MOOOEIIAI
enl Meppuk.

— Hapnetoch, 310 BCe, 0 4eM Bbl XOTEJIM CO MHOM TTIOTOBOPUTD ?
Ecnu Tak, To Bam He3ayeM OoJibllie UCKaTh MOEro OOIIECTBa, —
cKazajia nukc bypk.

— Ho noyemy Bbl Tak O MHOW HENPUBETIUBHI, JieAd DIUKC?

— [IpocTo 51 mpekpacHo 3Hal, YTO COOOM MPEACTABIISAIOT MYK-
YUHBI BPOJIE Bac.

— Myxuunsbl Bpoae MeHs1? UTo Bbl uMeeTe B BUy? — C HEBUH-
HOW y/IBIOKOM cripocusl Meppuk.

— Takwue, Kak BbI, HE TOJIBKO BHOCSIT B OOIIIECTBO OECITOPSIJIOK,
HO U UCTIOJIB3YIOT JKEHIIWH JJIS TOTO, YTOOBI CAMOYTBEPIUThHCSL.
Bb1 — HacTosmmil moseca. XoTs A1 HE OYeHb 3HAK0, KaK JOJIKEH
BBHITJISIAETh HACTOSIIMI MOBECa, HO YTO-TO MHE ITOJICKa3bIBaeT,
YTO 3TO UMEHHO TaK.

— A 4T0 BBl BOOOIIE 3HaeTe 0 MyxxunHax? XoOTs HeT, s CO-



BCeM 3a0bL1, BHI ke Buienn [laBuma. K Bamemy cBenenuo, s To-
K€ 3HAI0 KEHIIMH Bpoze Bac. Takue, Kak Bbl, CUATAIOT, YTO HE
NPEJCTABIAIOT JUIs1 MyKUYMH HUKAKOTO MHTEpeca. A JIeNO JIMIIb
B TOM, YTO BbI IIPOCTO €Ille He BCTPETUIIM TOTO, KTO MOT OBl Ol1e-
HUTb BAC MO JOCTOMHCTBY.

Ilocnennee 3ameuanne BOZMYTHJIO JIEOU DIIUKC:

— Bel Beziete ceOs HeromycTuMo Aep3Ko. Bbl He KEHTIbMEH.

— He cnopro. Hy, koHeuHO, 1 HE J)KEHTIbMEH, — CO CMEXOM
cornacuiicss Meppuk. — Bbl TOJOKHBI pa30oUpaTbcst B TAKMX Be-
11ax, Jeau DiMKe. Pa3zse B I0OHOCTH Bac HE YUYW, YTO O YeJIOBe-
K€ HYKHO CYIMTb IO €ro opexje?

— JloykHa NpuU3HATh, YTO Bbl YMEETE CTaBUTh JIEBYILIEK B
HEJIOBKOE NoJIokeHUe. — C 3TUMU CIIOBaMU JIEAU DIIMKC pa3Bep-
HYJIaCh W, TOPAO INMOAHSAB IOJIOBY, PEIIATEILHO HAIPABUJIACh K
CTOJIMKY C YaeM, KOTOPbIM MOSIBWJICS 3[IECh BECbMa KCTaTH.

Mexny Tem Apunbanbi Penduiba HaOmonan 3a X pasroBo-
POM M3 JIAJIbHETO yIJla KOMHATBI. Y3K€ BO BTOPOH pa3 3a Bevep
Marnyc u Dmukc Bypk o yem-To oxuBieHHO OecenoBany. Bo-
o0ire-to dnukc Bypk He ovyeHb ero MHTepecoBaia. ApunOab/
Penduiba BooOIe He JI0OUI YMHBIX U OCTPBIX HA SI3bIK JIEBY-
mek. Ho Dmuke Bypk Obuta 6orara. 910 UCKyMasio Bce ee Hello-
cratkd. Pendwnba B 3alyMUMBOCTH MTOCTYKMBAJ MaJIbLAMU 110
NOVIOKOTHUKY Kpecna. C camoro Havyasia BCe MOIUIO HE COBCEM
TaK, KaK OH IUJIaHUPOBaJl. ApunOaltb/] MpUILEN Ha 3Ty BEYEPUH-
Ky C €IMHCTBEHHBIM HaMEpEHUEM ovyapoBarh JiuKe bypk. Bec-
HOU BCE ero MOMbITKY COMM3UTHCS C Hell poBainchk. Ho oH He



cobupavicst orctynarb. CerogHsi yrpom, Korjaa Apuuoanbi npu-
exaut, Dimukc He Obu1o ToMa. OHa BepHYJIach TOJIBKO K 00exy. Ho
U BO BpeMs obena ApunbOanbay He ynanoch TIOrOBOPHUTH C HEW,
JIeBYIIIKA CUJIENIa CIIUIIKOM JajieKo OoT Hero. M BOT Terepb 3TOT
noBeca u3 JIoHgoHa B3s1 MHUIIMATUBY B CBOM pyku. Ho Apun-
OaJb/] MPOCTO TaK ee He YCTymuT. Beab 3T0 OH BHIOpa DuKc
Bypk g cBoux nenent. 1 pany Hee OH NOCENNJICS B 3TOU IITy-
. lo atoro Apumnbasnb/ 10roe Bpems 6e3ycreniHo nmpoooBa
Haiiti B JloHmoHe 6oraryio crapyio neBy. OH HABOJWII CIIPaBKU
O JIEBYIIIKaX M3 0OECIeUYeHHBIX CeMei, KOTOPBIX 10 KAKUM-JIU-
00 IpUYMHAM POIHbIE HE MO BBIJATh 3aMyXk. TOrma-To OH
ycaslan 06 ke Bypk oT BUKOHTa, 32 KOTOPOTro OHa OTKa3a-
JIach BHIATH 3aMyk. U Torma ApunOanb pert HOIPYKUThCS C
Hell W TPUTBOPHUTHCS IKEHTIbMEHOM. UTOOBI OBITH MOOIMKE K
Amukc Bypk, OH Jake Kynmusl y MECTHOTO MacTopa CTapblid JOM.
W nocne Bcex 3THX KepTB ApunOasba He cOOMpascs Tak Jer-
KO yCTynaTh noOeny Haj DJIMKC STOMY 30JI0TOBOJIOCOMY IOBE-
ce. Dtotr Marnyc umMen npaBo HOCUTh THTYJI Jiop/ia He OoJblIIe,
yeM cam Apumbanbi. Mims MarHyca Bcerna ObU1o Ha ciiyxy. B
OCHOBHOM OJiaroyiapsi rpaHIMO3HbIM CKaHAaaM, MPUYUHON KO-
TOpbIX OH ObLI. [Tocmeqamii HandoIee 'POMKHIA CKaHJAJI C yJa-
cruem CeHT-Marnyca ObUT cBsI3aH ¢ cectpamu [ pungwiba. Pea-
(busby TIpHUIILIA B TOJIOBY OIHA MBICIB. MOXET ObITh, €My yZIacT-
csl MCNONIb30BaTh TUKUN HpaB CeHT-MarHyca B CBOMX MHTEpe-
cax. A moka Apumnbanbay Jydiie MogoKIaTh yI0OHOTO Ciiydast
TSI UICTIOJTHEHUS CBOETO TIJTaHa.



DUKC MeXly TeM yaamiack K cede. OHa U3BHUHUIIACH TIEpENT
rOCTSIMU U OOBSICHIIIA, YTO OYeHb ycTaia. Hago Obuto czienath
3TO €I1le HECKOJIBKO YacOB Ha3a/l.

OxkazaBimch y cedst B KOMHATe, TIEPBbIM JIEJIOM DJIMKC BbITa-
I1JIa U3 TPUUYECKU IIMUIBKU, PACITyCTUIIa CBOM TEMHbBIE BOJIOCHI
U ¢ o0Jier4YeHueM B3JIOXHYJIA.

B nenom Bedep mpomesn xopoio. Eil yganoch oTpa3uth Bce
HalaJKyd 3TOr0 Haxajga U IPU 3TOM HE YPOHUTh CBOETO J10CTO-
MHCTBA. EMMHCTBEHHO, Yero efl He CTOMJIO JIe/1aTh, — MMHATh €r0
HOTOU TOJ] CTOJIOM — 3TO HEJOCTOMHO Hactosieu jeau. Ho npy-
roro BbIXO7Ia y Hee He Obuto. M Kak ee yropa3amio OKa3aThCs
32 CTOJIOM Psi/IoM ¢ HUM? BiiaropoHblil 4esloBeK Ha ero Mecre
crenat Obl BUJI, YTO He y3Haul ee. A eciii Obl OH OKa3aJICs TOfI-
netioM... O 6oxe! 3auem 006 3Tom aymats? OH cam XO4eT aep-
’KaTh UX BCTPEUy B ceKpeTe. 3HAUUT, OH HUKOMY 00 9TOM He pac-
ckaxet. M Ha Tom ciacu6o. Eciu Obl 3Ta MCTOpHS CcTaa U3BECT-
Ha, Meppuky CeHT-MarHycy npuiuioch Obl Ha HEW JKEHUTBCS.
Bpsn nu on 31010 3axouer. Takue MmyKuuHbl, Kak Meppuk, J1o-
OSIT KpacUBbIX, CBETCKUX, COBPEMEHHBIX JKEHIIIUH. A OHa HUKO-
raa He OblIa U He Oy/IeT TaKOM.

DUKC CO 3HAYEHUEM YITBIOHYJIACh CBOEMY OTPAKEHUIO B 3ep-
kajsie. OHa OBl HUKOTJ]Aa HE pelwiach YIbIOHYThCS Tak B 0OIIe-
ctBe. [lotoM cHsita muiaThe U noBesia miedamu. U, mpencraBuB
Meppuka, 3aroBopuia ¢ HUM, CJIOBHO OH JIEMICTBUTEJIBHO HaX0-
qwics B koMmHare. «Heyxenmu 1o Bbl, Jopa CeHr-Marnyc? A
HE y3Ha10 Bac. be3 onmex/bl Bbl BHIVIAIEIN COBCEM IO-APYro-



My». TpsXHYB TOl0BOM, DIMKC MPeCTaBUIIA, KaK KaKkas-HUOY/Ib
KpacoTKa MPOBOJAUT IO ero 0OHAXXEHHOW TPy HAMaHUKIOPEH-
HBIM MAJIBYMKOM U CMOTPUT Ha HETO 3aTyMaHEHHBIM OT CTPacTH
B3IVISIOM. MeppuK cpasy ke MOHMMAaeT MPO3pauHblil HAMEK U
JaeT e To, 4To oHa xoueT. OIHOro B3MIsia Ha HEero JA0CTaTou-
HO, YTOOBI TIOHSITh: OH CIOCOOEH JOCTABUTD KEHIIMHE NCTUHHOE
HacnaxjaeHve. Ho HyxHO BepHyTbcs K peanbHocTU. OHa ofHa
B CBOEl Ooraro 0OCTaBJIEHHOW KOMHaTe, U HUKakoro Meppuka
371eCh HeT.

DJMKC MO3BOHMIIA B KOJIOKOJIBYMK, U B KOMHATY BOLLIA CITy-
*kanka. [lopa nieub B TIOCTENb U MepecTath QymMath 0 Meppuke
Cenr-Marnyce. Bce, 4To MOryT AaTh KEHIIMHE TaKUE MYKUM-
HbI, — 9TO HOUb JTIOOBH. V1 HE CTOUT 1O MOBOAY €ro 00OBIATHCS.
Emy OBUTO CKYYHO, BOT OH M PEIIWJI C Hel ciierka mo(hIupToBaTh.
HyxHo cMoTpeTh (pakTam B I1a3a.

DNUKC 3HaJIa, YTO Ha CaMOM JieJie IpeJCTaBIseT coOoit Opak B
BhIcIIeM oomiecTBe. OHa MPEKPacHO MOHMUMAJIa, YeM IPHUBJIEKAET
nepcrieKTiBa Opaka ¢ Hell ee HeMHOTOUHCIIEHHBIX U CKYYHBIX TIO-
KJIOHHUKOB. bBe3ynpeuHoe npoucxoxaeHue, 6oratoe mpuaaHoe
¥ MblHasA rpyas. Ho Dmmke noHnMasna, 4to 3aTBOPHUYECTBO B
J€PEBEHCKOM TITYIIM M OTCYTCTBUE JIIOOMMOTrO YeJIoBeKa JIydllle,
yeM HecuacTHast JI0OOBb. A Ha CUACTIIMBYIO JTIOOOBh OHA HE pac-
CUMTHIBAJIA.

CnyxaHKka Mexay TeM MOMOIIa DIUKC MepeosieTbCsl B HOU-
HyI0 pyOallky, Ipruyecaia Ha HOUb BOJIOCH U MTPUTOTOBHMIIA TIO-
crenb. Tak Ob110 Kaxapid Beuep. Tak Oyner Bcio ku3Hb. U HyKHO



9TO MPUHATH KaK JIOJUKHOE. 3a0paBIIUCh MO OfIesI0, DITUKC 3a-
KpbLUIa IJ1a3a ¥ MOIBITATACh HE [yMaTh O COOBITUSIX CErOfIHSIIIHE-
ro nHs. Ho ato Gputo Hempocto. OHa BCIOMUHANA J1a3ypHO-TO-
nyoble miaza Meppuka. Ee myunn Bompoc: «OrpaHuyarcs
UX OTHOLIEHUs1 ¢ MepprKOM BCTpeYeil Ha JIECHOM 03€pe U CEero-
JHSIITHAM BEYepOM, WJIHM BIIEpeIH X KAET HeuTo Oosnbiiee?»
Yepe3 nonyaca Oe3yCrelIHbIX MOMBITOK YCHYTh DIUKC MOJI-
HsIJIach ¢ MocTenu u ofenachk. OHa pelia MouTH B OMOIMoTe-
Ky ¥ mopaboTaTh HaJl MaHyckpurnrtoM. [la, 310 Obuta pazymHast
mbIcib. [locre HampsKeHHON padOThl OHA YCTAaHET W JIETKO 3a-
cHet. U 3aBTpa Bech AeHb OHa Oy/eT 3aHsATa, U BpEMEHU JlyMaTb
o0 Meppuke CeHnT-Marnyce y Hee IpocTo He ocTaHeTcsl. Takum
JIEBYIIIKaM, KaK OHa, HE CTOUT CBA3BIBATHCS C MYKUMHAMU BPOJIE
Meppuka. JKeHIMHbl He B culax IPOTUBOCTOATH HAanlopy CeHT-
Marsnyca u oTal0Tcs emy. DIUKC 00 3TOM JOraIblBajiach, a Kpo-
Me TOro, MOHKMMAJIa, YTO M cama YCTOSTh Nepell ero o0asHueM
He cMoxeT. OHa He HACTOJIIBKO CaMOYBEpeHHa, YTOOBI IyMaTb,
OynTo ¢ Hell Bce Oyner no-gpyromy. Mysxumnnsl Bpoae Meppuka
NPUHOCAT JeBYILIKaM OHU HecyacThs. I n1a momoxeTr bor Tem
[JIyNBIM M HAUBHBIM 0C00aM, KOTOpbIe BI0ONIsI0TCSl B Meppuka.
B nocneayroniyie HECKOIbKO JHEW DIMKC ¢ TOJI0BOM MOrpy3u-
Jack B paboTy, 4T00HI 320bITH 0 Meppuke. OH BMecTe ¢ IpyruMu
TOCTSIMU OCTAJICSl Y HUX B JIOM€ €llle Ha KaKoe-TO BpeMsl, M03TO-
My DJIMKC HYKHO ObUIO COOMIONATh Mepbl MPEA0CTOPOKHOCTH,
9TOOBI HE BCTpeuaThesi ¢ HUM. OHa BBHIXOIUIIA U3 CBOEH KOMHATBI
N0 yTpam, KOTJa Jieid ObUTH 3aHSTHl PYKOAEIMEM WM THCAIIH



NKChbMA, a DKEHTIbMEHBI OTITPABJISUTUCH HA OXOTY MJIM Ha KOH-
HYIO TIPOTYAKY. 3a 00eJ0M OHa BCErJa CTapaiach CaAUThCsS Kak
MOXHO Jasibiiie oT Hero. [locie obema Dnuke ocraBanach ¢ ro-
CTSIMU POBHO CTOJIBKO, CKOJIBKO TPeOOBaIM MPUITHYHS, 2 IOTOM
TIOCKOpee yXoiuja B CBOIO KoMHaty. Beuepa oHa mpoBojauia B
oudmoteke. Bee 310 oueHs yapyyvano ee Opara [Ixeiimu. OH He
OCTaBJISUT HAZIEKIBI HA TO, YTO €r0 CecTpa HaieT cede Moaxoas-
IO mapy.

Ho naxe ¢ moMoupio BCEX 3TUX PELIUATENBHBIX MEP DJIUKC HE
MOTIJIa TIOJTHOCTBIO M30JIMPOBATHCS OT IPUCYTCTBUSA B ioMe Mep-
puka. 3a 06e10M DITMKC MOCTOSIHHO JIOBMIA ceOsl Ha TOM, UTO
TIOJIONITY He OTpbIBaeT OT Hero B3nisiaa. Ctonno Meppuky BOHTH
B KOMHATy, KaKk OHa TYT e IMepecTaBajia Koro-juodo BOKPYT 3a-
Meuatb. Bipodewm, u ipyrue 1ambl He OCTaBaJIUCh K HEMY PaBHO-
ayimHeMA. OH CTAaHOBWJICS TIGHTPOM, BOKPYT' KOTOPOTO Bpariia-
J0ck Bce U Bes. ['0710¢ ero ObLT CIIbIIIeH BO BCEX YrojKax JI0Ma:
B X0JUJIaX, TOCTHHBIX, Ha BepaHaax. CTOMIO DITUKC YCTPOUTHCS C
KHUTOW Ha BepaHjie, U MeppuK ObLT TYT KaK TYT: UTPAJT B IAPbI
¢ JIxediMu Ha JTy’KaliKe WM MPOCTO MpOryimBaics y aoma. [o
Beuepam, Koraa DIMKC caauiiach 3a hoprenuano, Meppuk Toxe
ObLT rae-HuOYIb MOOIU30CTU: UTPATT B KAPTHI C IKEHTIbMEHAMU
WIN pa3BiieKasl Oecenoi MOXWIbIX JaM. Tonbko B OMOMMoTeke
DMKC MOIJIa YKPHIThCS OT mpucytcTBust Meppuka. Hukoro e
YAUBJISIIO, YTO DITMKC LEJIbIMUA BeUuepaMH MpomnaiaeT B 6Guoimo-
Teke. Bce 3HaM, 4TO OHA MoMellaHa Ha CBOMX KHUTax U MaHy-
CKPHIITaX W Payl 3TOr0 TOTOBA OTKA3aThCsl OT OOIIECTBA Jaxe



CaMbIX 3HATHBIX 1 UHTCPCCHBIX I OCTEM.



I'nmaBa 4

3BaHblii Beuep B JoMe POIbKCTOYHOB ObLT Ha y/IUBJICHUE BbI-
JepKaHHBIM BO BCEX OTHOUIEHUSX. [l MONOIBIX JKEHTIbME-
HOB ¥ JJaM 37IeCh ObLJIO BIOJTHE JI0CTaTOYHO Pa3BIeYeHHI, KOTO-
pble 3apanee npugymaia jgeau PosbkctoyH. Cpeau rocteit ObU10
MHOTO KPacHBbIX MOJIOABIX keHIIMH. Ha 6as chexanoch Hemao
BJIOB U JIEBYIIIEK, TIOKa HE HAIIEAIINX ceOe CITyTHUKA KU3HU. Bee
OHH C PaJOCTBIO TPUHAMAJIM yXakUBaHUs Meppuka, HEKOTOphIe
naxe pavproBanu ¢ HUM. Ho fnasnbiie 3Toro zieno He 1uio — Bee
OHM ObLIM XOPOILO BOCHMTaHHBIMHU JIoAbMHU. [locie Tpex qHei
npeObiBaHus B 1oMe PoIbKCTOYHOB MeppyK MpHIES K BHIBOAY,
YTO BCE AEBYIIKH 37€Ch HACTOJBKO ke Oe3rperiHbl, HACKOJIBKO
cectpsl ['punduiba pa3sBpatHbel. OH BbICKa3al 3TO HAOMOeHNE
IKEHTJIbMEeHaM, cOOpaBIIMMCS B OMJIbSIpIHOM. Bbin yxe mo3a-
HUI1 Beyep, M MOYTU BCE Pa3OLUIMCh 110 CBOUM CHAIBHAM. JTa
OCTpOTAa TIOHPABUJIACH TEM, KTO €IIe OCTABAJICS B OMITbSIPIHOM, 1
OHU BECEJIO PACCMESIINCH.

Meppuky HpaBuioch B Jome PosIbKCTOYHOB, 3[€Ch OBLIO Be-
cesto. Ero ouenp paspieksa peidajika Ha BOCTOUHOM peke CToyp
B [loctimure. OH Urpaj ¢ roctsiMu B KapThl 1 Ousibsipa. Heckomb-
KO pa3 eMy YaJI0Ch AaKe BBIUTPaTh JOBOJIBHO IMPUIAYHYIO CyM-
my. U 3a Bpems nipeObiBaHus B JoMe POIBKCTOYHOB OH HE TOJb-
KO HE MOTpaTuJl, HO ¥ YBEJIMYMJ CBOW CKPOMHBIN KaIluTaJl.



Meppuk 6611 0ueHs OnaronapeH PoIbKCTOYHAM 32 TOCTEI Y-
UMHBIA ipueM. JKUBS B 9TOM iome, MepprK MOT He 3a00THThCS
0 COOCTBEHHOM IPONUTAHUU U TIIaTe 3a KOMHATHL. 1 Tak Oyner
MIPOZIOJIKATBCS N0 KpaiHer Mepe ellle JBe HelAeIn. A MOXKET, U
JOJIBIIIE.

EnuHCcTBeHHOM ero 0053aHHOCTHIO B IoMe POIBKCTOYHOB Obl-
JIO pa3BJieKaTh JIaM pa3roBopamu. DTo Oblla KpaliHe HeoOpeMe-
HUTEJIbHAS I1J1aTa 32 MPEKPaCHYIO NUIILY, KPbIIY HaJl FOJIOBOM U
pasBiiedeHus. EMy ynmanoch pacnonoxurs K cede Bcex jiam, To-
CTUBIIMX B ioMe POJIBKCTOYHOB: OT npecrapesnord muccuc [ot-
TUHTEP J0 I0HOM U 3acTeHurBoy Bronbl ®nutam. U Tosibko onHa
JIen He KeJiajia MOMYUHSTHCS ero odasiHuio. [locne ux Gecenp B
niepBbIi Beuep ke Bypk ynaBanock nzberars oomiectsa Mep-
pUKa, ¥ OH BUJEJI €€ JIUIIb MEJIBKOM. DTO yapydaio ero. [las-
HO YK€ HU OJIHa JEBYIIIKA HE MHTEPECOBaja ero Tak, Kak DJIMKC
bypk.

— Jlopn Cent-Marnyc, noxajiyicra, pacCKaXkuTe HaM O Ba-
IIUX CKaHJATBHBIX TIPUKJTI0YeHUsIX B JIOHI0HE, — 0OpaTHJIcs o1
HaX /bl K MeppuKy OIMH MOJIOJION YeJIOBEK. — S CIIblal, 4To Bbl
ObLIM 3aMellIaHbl B CKaH1asle ¢ OTKPbITON Kossickou. [TomuuTe?

— A 4 crblaji, 4To BaM yJaJoCh MPOBECTH HOYb OIHOBpE-
MEHHO C JBYMs cecrpamu ['puH(WIbA, — BTOpUI eMy Opyrou
JUKEHTIbMeH. — Pacckaxurte HaMm JTydiiie 00 3TOM.

— Bce 3T0 He ueT HU B Kakoe cpaBHEHHE C 3a0aBHBIM IPH-
KJII0YeHreM Meppuka 1o 1yt cona, — 3ametit Puopnas, cue-
J1aB OOJIBITION TJIOTOK W3 CBOEH (PIISIKKU, C KOTOPOU OH, TIO-BU/THU-



MOMY, HUKOraa He paccraBajics. [lo muenmio Meppuka, Puop-
JaH B TIOCJIEAHEE BpeMs CJIMIIKOM MHOTO nujl. Ho oH HuKora He
petuics Obl BhICKa3aTh eMy 3T0. Beab Torma Meppuk mor mpo-
CJIBITh XaH)KOW CPEAM CBOMX TOBApUILEH. A 3TOr0 eMy XOTeJIOCh
MeHbllIe Bcero. — Pacckaxku UM 0 TOM ciiyyae Ha JIECHOM O3epe.

Meppuk npenocreperawolie nocMorpen Ha Puopaana. norna
€ro Jpyr ObLT XyXKe CTApPOH CIIJIETHUIIHI.

Menbliie Bcero Ha cBete Meppuk XOTesl paccKa3blBaTh STUM
JUKEHTIbMEHaM O CIyyae Ha JIECHOM O3€pe.

— Tam He cmyumnocs HU4ero ocodentoro. He crout 06 atom
pacckasbiBaTh, — BO3pas3ui MeppuK, MbITasICh 3aMSITh TOT pa3-
TOBOP.

— Her-Her, 310 0ueHb 3a0aBHO, — 3arpoTecToBay Puopnan. —
Ho T MOXemT» He paccKkas3biBaTh 00 3TOM, €CJIM HE XOYelllb. —
Kaxmoe cnoBo Puopmana Bce Gombllie MHTPUTOBAJIO CITyIIIATe-
Jieid, OH OTJIMYHO 3TO MOHMMAJT U ObUT OYEHb JOBOJIEH COOOM. —
[lo mytu croga Mbl pelIviiv UCKyNaTbCsi B O3epe, — 3arOBOPHII
Puopnan. — OHo Haxonutcs Heaasieko oT pepmbl PuwimHaa, —
OOBSCHUI OH. — MBI KyNnajauch M JIypauuncCh, KOrjaa BAPYT U3
Jecy BblOekana Kakas-To feBymika. M 4rto ke caenan Ham re-
poii? — nporoBopui PuopmaaH, apyxecku xjaonHyB Meppuka o
cnvHe. — OH BbIIIEJ U3 BOIBI, YEM CMYTWJI HecyacTHyo. OHa
OblIa TaK MOpakeHa BUJIOM €ro HaroThl, YTO CIIOTKHYJIACh O Ka-
KyI0-TO KOpsry v ynaja. OHa HUKak He Morjla BCTaTh, M Halll
repoil He HallleJl HU4Yero JIy4Ilero, Kak MpuOIu3uThCs K Hell U
peIOKUTH oMoIib. [IpencraBbre! OH ObLT A0COMIOTHO TOJIBIN !



BenHsikka naxke He cpa3zy oOparuia BHUIMaHUe Ha PyKY TIOMOIIIH,
KOTOPYIO OH €M MpPOTsHYJI. Bep psAIoM ¢ HEM 0Ka3aJ10Ch HEYTO
Ky/a Oosiee MHTEpECHOEe U COOJIA3HUTENILHOE, YeM TPOTAHYTAas
pyKa.

Paznancs npyxHbIil XOXOT.

— CenT-Marnyc, aa Bbl IIPOCTO CYACTIIMBYMK, — IIPOTOBOPHUIT
OJIMH JIKEHTJIbMEH. — 7KeHIIMHBI TOTOBBI Ha BCE, Ja)Ke Ha IPEX0-
naJieHre, TOJIbKO YTOObl PACCMOTPETD MOMYUIlIe Ballle OOHAKEH-
HOE TeJIO.

Meppuk cMmesiicsi BMECTe CO BCEMH, CTapasiCh, Y4TOOBI €ro
CMeX 3BydaJl Kak MOHO OoJjiee HaTypasibHO. Hato otnats nomxk-
Hoe PuopnaHy — ero pacckas I€MCTBUTENIBHO MOTYYWIICS OYE€Hb
cvemHbIM. OH BOOOITE OBUT MAaCTEPOM TaKOTO poja IMPeJICTaB-
JeHuil. Meppuka 3a0aBJIsTi ¥ BOCXMINAIN €r0 PacCKasbl, U OH
OOBIYHO CMesyICs HaJl HUMU rpomye Bcex. Ho TobKo He B 3TOT
pa3. Bce-Taku r1aBHOHM y4acTHUIIEH 3TOW UCTOPUM ObLIa CEcT-
pa Qxeitmu. U sT0 npugasano pacckasy Puopnana TpeBoxHYIO
OKpPACKYy.

JKeHmMHbBI AEWCTBUTENBHO ObUIM TOTOBBI HAa BCE Payl HEro.
Ho onpenenenHoro pona sxennmnsl. Ecim Ob1 Puopnan cran pac-
CKaszbIBaTh 0 cecTpax [pundwiba, Meppuk u He ogymMas Obl ero
OCTAaHABJIMBaTh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHU OBLIM BCETO JIMIIb KYp-
TU3aHKU. EMy U B rojioBy He NMPUXOJWIO JAymaTh O pernyTaluu
No100HBIX KeHIMH. OH HUKOI/Ia He cTall Obl 3aTeBaTh CBOU UT-
pbI C AEBYILIKOM, KOTOpasi HE IOHMMAET €ro UCTUHHBIX HaMepe-
HuM. Enie Hu pa3y HM ofHa KEHIMHA HE NOCTpajajia u3-3a ero



BBIMIPaHHbIX Mapu. Yto kacaercs cecrep [ puHduiba, oHu camu
XOTeJIM, YTOObI OH MPOBEJ HOYb C HUMU O0OEUMU OTHOBPEMEH-
Ho. Ho Dnukce Bypk He Obuia BUHOBaTa B MPOKCIIECTBUU HA 03€-
pe. Bee Boinuio cinyyvaitHo. Y Meppuka Oblii CBOM MOpaJIbHbIE
MPUHLIMIIBL B OTHOIIEHUH MOPSAOYHBIX *keHIIUH. U Teneps emy
XOTEJIOCh 3aIIUTHUTh €€ YeCTh U penyTaiio. B stom Meppuk Obu1
He TIOXOX Ha cBoero otia. OH Bcerja rotoB ObUT BCTaTh Ha 3a-
HIUTY KEHUIUHBI, €CJIM OHA JAEUCTBUTENILHO TOTO 3aCyKUBAJIA.

— Co0m1a3HUTb AEBYIIIKY, KOTOpast CaMa 3TOTrO XOUeT, HeCJIOK-
HO, — 3as1BWJI Penduiiba, pa3BajIvBIIVCh HA TUBAHE.

V Hero OblL1a TIpUBJIeKaTeIbHAS HAPYKHOCTh U XUTPHIE IJIa-
3a. Meppuk NpomycTu ero 3aMmedyaiie Mumo yien. OH XopoIio
3HAJI, YTO Ha TaKMUX, Kak Penduinba, He ctout oOpariaTh BHUMA-
HUE.

— MbI pelmim 3aKJII04YUTh Tapy ¢ TBOUM YYaCTUEM, — CKa3asl
Puopnan. — Tel Belib B 3TOM Mactep.

Meppuk yauBieHHO MOAHST OpoBH. UTO 3TM MOIIEHHUKHU
enie 3aaymManu?

— 4l craBmo Ha 10, yT0 y CeHT-Marnyca Bce nonyuutcs. — C
STUMHM CJI0BaMU DIl BbIJIOKUJI HAa CTOJ BCE COAEPKUMOE CBOETO
Koutespka. OH noaMUray1 Meppuky. — A BBIMIPBILI MBI pa3jie-
JIUM Ha TPOUX.

PrHAHCOBOE MOJIOKEHVE DIla ObLUIO TAKUM K€ 3BIOKUM, KaK
u y Meppuka. D1 Beeria OblT HAMOPUCT BO BCEM, UTO Kacasioch
MaTepUaIbHON CTOPOHBI KU3HU. MEpPUKY CTajlo SICHO, YTO OH
HU 32 YTO HE OTCTYIIUTCS OT cBoeu 3areu. EMy He XoTenock noj-



BOJIUTh Jpyra, U motoMy MeppuK pemmI COrmacuThCs Ha 3TO
napu. DTa 3aresl HpaBWiach eMy. Takum 06pa3oM OH MOTPABUT
CBOE MaTepHuaIbHOE MOJIOKEHHUE, TTOMOJIHUB KOIIIEIeK COTUAHON
CYMMOM. DT0 ObLJIO ObI OYEHb KCTaTH, BeJjb B OMMKAWIINE BE
HEZIEJIA OH HE CMOXET BBIMTPaTh CTOJILKO, UTPasi B KAPThI C MECT-
HBIMHU JKeHTJIbMeHamMu. KoHeuHo, Mepprika My4rJiv yTrpbI3eHU
COBECTH, HO OH PelIrI He 0OpalaTh Ha TO BHUMAHUSI.

MeppuK BbI3BIBAIOIIE TIOCMOTPE Ha MOJIOJBIX OOJIBAHOB M,
TIO/IAaBUB TITyOOKUI B3I0X, CITIPOCHIT:

— W 4910 Xe s AoKeH chaeaTh?

— Jla HMuero ocoOeHHOro, — oTBeTHN1 Puopaan. — Thl Obu1
TIpaB, KOT1a TOBOPWJI, UTO STOT Oas uepecuyp O1aronprucTOMHBINA.
[TosTOoMy M Hallle Tapy TOXE JTOJIKHO OBITh TPHIIMYHBIM. ThI OJT-
’KeH Oy[ellb MoIeIOBaTh KOro-HUOY/IL IO paccBera.

— Thl cMOXKeIb TOIEI0BaTh MEHsI XOTh ceryac, U TOraa Mbl
BBIMTPAEM Iapy €lle 10 MOJYHOUYM, — SI3BUTEIBHO MTPOTOBOPUII
Sliid

— IIpaBuno Homep oguH, — BO3pasui Puopaan, — riacur:
Cent-Marnyc nomkeH OyJIeT TOIE/IOBaTh JKEHIUHY, a HE MYX-
YUHY.

— J17151 TOrO YTOOBI BBIUTPATh ITO MAPH, TOCTATOYHO CITyCTUTh-
Cs1 Ha TIEPBBII TAX U pa3OyInuTh OHY U3 CITYKaHOK, — C YCMeIlI-
ko nporoBopu Pendunba. HaBepHoe, 3a CBOI0O kKU3Hb OH CO-
OJa3HWII HE OJIMH JIECATOK CITY)KaHOK.

— MoxeT ObITh, TOIJIa CTOMT BBECTH ellle OHO npaBuiio? [le-
BYIIIKa, KOTOPYIO 51 TOJDKEH IMOLEJIOBATh A0 PacCBETa, JOJKHA



MIPUHAJIEKATH K BBICIIIEMY OOIIECTBY? — XOJIOJHO OCBEJJOMUIICS
Meppuk. OH yxe Hayaad 0OAyMbIBaTh, KTO U3 AaM B 9TOM JJOME
Jydlle Jpyrux MOAXOAUT ISl 3Toi posu. MoxeT ObITh, BIOBA
Bantim?

— Ho kak Mbl y3HaeM, uto CeHT-Marnyc JelCTBUTEIBHO Bbl-
urpai napu? Ham HyXHBI JOKa3aTeJIbCTBA, — PE30HHO 3aMETUI
onuH u3 apysen Pendubaa.

— $I mor Obl MperoCcTaBUTh BaM MHOXKECTBO [IOKA3aTeNIbCTB
ofiep)KaHHOM MHOM TIOOE/IbI, — ITPE3PUTETLHO ITPOroBopr Mep-
puk. — Ho mo6oe 13 HUX MOXET 3arsATHaTh PeryTalyrio HU B YeM
HE MOBUHHOMU J1IaMbl. A sl 3TOro He Xouy. f Mory jgath BaM CJio-
BO JDKeHTJIbMeHa. Eciu ke BaM 3TOro HeJoCTaToOuHoO, 3a0y/ibTe
0 Mapu.

Bce nmpucytcrByonme 3acmesncs, a Peaduibay npuiiocs
ycTynuth. [71a3a ero 3100HO CBEpKHYIH.

— Harte napu 10/kKHO OBITH TPUCTOMHBIM, — 3aroBopul Peji-
(punba, — nosromy CeHr-Marnyc IOKEH MOLENIOBATh JIEAU B
o6udmoreke. ATo obseryaer eMy 3ajaady. Takum oOpa3oMm, emy
He npueTcs OpOaUTh MO JOMY B NMOUCKAX MOAXONSIIEH KaHIu-
JaTypbl WIN BJIAMBIBATHCS B UbIO-TO CHAJIBHIO.

MeppuK MOHsII, YTO EMY HE YAACTCS UCIOJIb30BaTh 7151 CBO-
UX 11es1ei BOoBy Baiitim. 3a Bpemsi cBoero mpeObIBaHMsI B JOME
rpada emy NpUXOIMJIOCh BECTU C Hell Oecellbl, U OH 3HaJl, 4TO
BJOBa BaiiTiii He U3 Tex, KTo MHOro uuTaer. Bipouem, oH u cam
He 0COOEHHO JIIOOWI YUTATh.

— Ho cenyac yxe 1o3aHo, — mporopopui Meppuk, rnosxas 1uie-



yamu. — Bpsi u B Takoe BpeMsl sl 3aCTaHy TaM Kakylo-HUOYIb
namy. YTo, ecitu sl TpoCHKy B OMOIMOTEKe BCIO HOUb, U HUKTO
U3 J]aM TaM TaK 1 He TIOSABUTCS?

— Torpa Mbl OOBSIBUM HUYBIO, M BCE COXPAHST CBOU JIEHBI'U
nipu cede, — cornacuiics Peadunb.

Cyns o Bcemy, Penduiba ObiT COBEPIIIEHHO YBEPEH, UTO B
6ubMoTeKe KTo-To okaxetcsi. CKkopee BCero, OH Jiaxe 3Hall, KTO
MMEHHO TPUJIET Cpeld HOuM B OMOIMOTEKY. MeppuK MOHSLT 3TO
M0 CAaMOYBEPEHHOMY BbIpaX€HUIO ero juua. Penduiba uto-To
3agymasl. Moxer ObITh, *KEHIUHA, KOTOPYI0 MOXHO 3acTaTh B
O6ubnmoTeke, He MojgaeTcsl yapam Myskckoro odasausi? Ho Mep-
pHKa 3TO HUCKOJIBKO He cMy1iiano. OH ObUT yBEPEH B CBOEM YyCIie-
X€ He MeHble, ueM Peaduib B ero npourpeiiie. 3a CBOIO )KU3Hb
OH TIOIIEJIOBAJT OOJIBIIIE KEHIIH, YeM JIeXKaJIO JeHEeT Ha 3TOM CTO-
ne. [Tostomy Meppuk, He pa3ayMbiBasi, HAPaBWICS B OUOINO-
TEKY.

Korna oH Boriesn, TaM ObLIO TEMHO U IYCTO. DTO HE YAUBUJIO
Meppuka. Komy npusieT B rojioBy cuaeth B OMOIMOTEKe B CTOJb
no3aHui yac? Pa3Be 4To eciiM 3TOT KTO-TO CTpajiaeT OecCOHHM-
neil. Meppuk 3axer Bce JIaMITbl, YTOObI PUIaTh KOMHATE )KUBOM
Buj. bubmioreka Obula oOcTaBiieHa 1oporor mebenbio. B 1ieH-
TPe KOMHATHI CTOSLT MMCbMEHHBIN CTON. Y KaMUHA U3 Mpamopa ¢
3eJIEHBIMU MPOXKWIKAMU Pa3MEIIATUCh AUBAH U HECKOJIBKO CTY-
JbeB. Y OOJBIINX OKOH CTOSITIO HECKOJIbKO CTOJIMKOB U CTYJIbEB.
[o cTeHam TSHYJIUCH MOJIKY C KHUTAMHU.

Meppuk npobexan ria3amMy Ha3BaHUs Ha mepervietax. OH



Cpa3y MOHSUI, YTO KHUTH 3TU coOpa 3aech [xeiivu. OH 0boxa
WCTOPHIO U 3HAJI 3TOT mpeamer Jrydrie Bcex. Cyas Mo KHUram,
UHTEpEeC ero K 3ToMy MpeaMeTy He yrac ¢ rojgamu. JIxeiiMu UH-
TepecoBaJsICsl UCTOpuUer, PUopiaH — UTATbIHCKON MY3bIKOH, DI
— JKMBOMMUCHIO 3110XU Peneccanca. Yto kacaercsi Meppuka, TO
OH o0Mafay He3aypsAJHBIMUA CIIOCOOHOCTSIMM K U3YYEHHIO MHO-
CTPaHHBIX SI3BIKOB, Beb STOT HABBIK MOXHO OBLIO IPUMEHUTD
Ha MPaKTUKe, B CBETCKOI Oecesie. MeppHKy He ObLJI0 paBHBIX BO
BCEM, UTO KacaJioCh Pa3roBOPOB, HA KAKOM ObI SI3bIKE OHU HU Be-
JIACb.

MeppuK B35 C MOJIKU NEPBYIO TIOMABIIYIOCSA KHUTY, YCTPOUII-
sl Ha CTyJie y KaMMHA U cTall kAath. OH ycrien MpovuTaTh MmsTh
CTpaHuIl, KOrja ABepb OMOIMOTEKH OTKpbUIach. B KOMHaTy BO-
IIJTa KeHIIMHA B TPOCTOM rOJTyOOM MEHbI0ape, U3-Moj KOTOPOro
BBITJISI/IBIBAJIA Oesiasi HOYHast pyoOarika. Korya oHa moBepHyiach
K MeppuKy CIMHOM, OH 3aMETUJI €€ TEMHYIO TOJICTyIo Kocy. OHa
JI0JITO, OCTOPOKHO 3aKpbIBaJia IBEPh, CTAPASCHh C/IENATh 9TO KaK
MOxHO Tutie. Kem Obl HU ObUIA 9Ta KEHIIWHA, OHA SBHO HE XO-
Tena, YToObl ee 3acTayy 31eck. Ho yxoauts ObU10 yke mo3aHo. B
MoO0I MOMEHT OHa MOTJIa OOHAPYKHUTh €ro.

Ho korpa xeHimmHa nosepHynack K Meppuky, yaMBUICS OH,
a BOBce He oHa. D10 Obl1a ke Bypk. [leByika, odiecTBa Ko-
TOpOW OH WCKaJ yke HECKOJbKO JHel. B myrny emy 3akpanoch
HesicCHOe Tiojio3peHue. EfaBa Tonbko OH ycrien npuiity B Oubimo-
TEeKY U IPOYUTATh MATh CTPAHUI] CKYYHEHIIErO KU3HEOTUCAHUS
(ppanIy3ckux Koposei, Kak B OMOIMOTeKy Boluia mKe Bypk.



MoxeT ObITh, Penipriib 3apaHee 3HaJ1, 9YTO HOUBIO B OMOIMOTE-
Ky BouzeT uMeHHO oHa? ITycTakoBoe mapu ¢ Kaxa0u MUHYTOU
CTAHOBWJIOCh Bce clioxkHee. Ecnu ceituac oH yiaeT, To He TOJb-
KO HE CMOKET BBIUTPATh MapH, HO M BCTPETUTHLCS ¢ DNUKC Bypk
HaeJHe.

Meppuk ycMexHyJICA.

— Tak BOT e Bbl MPSTAIUCh BCE ITO BpeMsi? — MPOrOBOPHII
OH.

DMMKC MHCTUHKTUBHO IJIOTHEE 3allaxHyJia Ha rPyIy eHboap.

— Yro BbI 311€Ch JienaeTe? — CIpOCUIIa OHA.

— Kasxercsi, BbI He 0K BCTPETUTh MEHS 371€Ch. A s BCETo
JIMIIb YUTAIT KU3HEeonucaHue (ppaHIly3CKUX KOposeH, — 0Obsic-
HIWI MeppuK, moMaxaB KHUTOH repe] e HOCOM.

OH XaJHO CMOTpEJ Ha Hee CBOMMM HeOEeCHO-TOTyObIMH TJIa-
3amu. OT 3TOro B3MIsAAA B )KMBOTE DJIMKC CIIOBHO 3aropxajm 6a-
60uku. MeppHK CMOTpell Ha Hee TakK, OyITO XOTeJl cKa3aTh, 4To
npuien B Oubnmoteky paau Hee. Het, 310 HeBo3moxkHO. Ho kak
OH MOT y3HaTb, YTO OHA NPUAET croaa?

— Ho nouemy BbI He urpaete B OWIbSIPA C JPYTUMH KEHTITb-
MeHamu? — cripocuiia Diuke. OHa Oblia yIuBIeHa, B3BOJTHOBaHA
Y Iake HEeMHOXKO ucryrada. Ei Hy>)KHO HeMeJIEeHHO YITH.

Ona mpunuia cofga, 9ToObl 3aHATHCS MEPEBOAOM, KOTOPHIHA
oOellana oTaaTh CBAIIEHHUKY J[9HMeNCy yepes iBe Helesu.

— $1 mouTn He BUJEN Bac C TOro, MepBOro, Beuepa, — cKazail
Meppuk. — Hazietoch, BBl He HAMEpeHHO MeHs n3beraere?

MeppuK NOJIOKUII HOTY Ha pereTKy kKamuaa. OH oueHb ynoo-



HO ycrpowicsi. U sBHO coOupaiicsi IpoCUAeTh 3/1ECh ellle JI0JITO.
Cyns 1o Bcemy, ku3Heonucanve (hpaHIly3CKUX KOpoJieid ObLIo
KyZa [pUBJIEKATEIbHEE, YEM JyMaJia DJIMKC.

— Koneuno nert. C yero MHe Bac u3derarb? — yauBUIaCh OHa,
HAJIEsICh, UTO €€ IrojIoC He APOXKUT U 3BYYUT €CTECTBEHHO.

— Pag a10 cipliuare, — noxas Iiedamu, ckasajl Meppuk 1
yemexHyJcs. — [Ipocro s mogymai, 4yTo Bbl O0MTECh MEHS MOCIe
Halllell BCTPEUM Ha JIECHOM 03€pe, HECMOTPsI Ha BCE MOU 3aBe-
peHusl.

MeppuK OTKPBLT CBOIO KHUT'Y ¥ BEPHYJICSI K UTEHHUIO.

DJMKC HUKAK HE MOIJIA PEeLINTh, YUTH €1 WM OCcTaTbes. 31pa-
BBl CMBICJI MOJICKA3bIBAJI, YTO OHA JOJIKHA HEMEIJIEHHO YUTH.

OpHako ee ynpsiMblil XapakTep He Tepres HopakeHusi. Mbicib
0 TOM, YTO M3-3a KAKOI'0-TO IOBECHI €W MPUJETCS IIPepBaTh pa-
00Ty, BbI3bIBaJIa Y DIIUKC pasapaxeHue. M3-3a Bcrpeun ¢ CeHT-
MarnycoM Ha 03epe OHa U Tak 1oTepsijia IeHb padoThl. U B KOHIIe
KOHIIOB, DJIMKC BCEI/1a CMOXKET YITHU, €CJIA OH TPUMETCSI 3a CBOE.

— Bur ut0, cobupaerech coOexarh? — C YCMEIIKOW CITPOCHIT
OH. — Ecim BBl nepexxuBaeTe 1o MoBOLY CBOErO Hapsjaa, TO CO-
BEPIIEHHO HANpacHo. f Buze ieByIek B Kyaa 0ojiee OTKPhIThIX
OaJIbHBIX IJIATHSIX, — IPOrOBOPHII MeppuK, He MOAHUMAS IJ1a3 OT
CBOEY KHMIM. B ero cioBax 3By4yasl OTKPOBEHHBIN BBI30B.

DnuKc nomopiuiack. Kak xke riyno, 101KHO ObITh, OHA BbI-
DIsAUT B ero miazax! M TyT oHa HeoXuJaHHO yBujesna cedsi co
croponbl. CJIOBHO cTapasi ieBa, OHa YyBCTBYeT ceOsi HEYIOTHO
B MPUCYTCTBUY MPHUBJIEKATEILHOTO MY KUMHBI, TPOOYET IJIOTHEe



3aMmaxHyTh CBOU MEHBIOAP, C ONACKON KOCUTCS Ha IBEPb U MOPHI-
BAETCS YUTH.

[Ipu 3TOV MBICIIM THEB BCIIBIXHYJI B HEN ¢ HOBOM criton. CIIoB-
HO mejieHa crnana c¢ ee rma3. OHa Besa ceOst MIYNo M HeecTe-
CTBEHHO, HO BCE MOXHO TonpaBuTh. bosThcs el Hewero. U
OHA HU 32 YTO HE TMOKWHET OMOIMOTEKY M3-3a TOTO, YTO ITOMY
Meppuky CeHT-MarHycy BAPYT MPHIIUIA OXOTA O3HAKOMUTHCS
C JU3HeonucaHueM (hppaHIly3CKUX KOpoJieid. PeruTenbHbIM 11a-
roM DJIMKC HampaBWiach K MUCbMEHHOMY ctony. OHa omycTH-
JIach Ha CTYJ U TIOMBITANACH C TOJIOBOU yiTH B padoty. Ho mo-
BOJILHO OBICTPO TIOHSJIA, YTO € He TaK-TO MPOCTO OyneT nu3da-
BUTbCA OT Mbiciieil 0 CenT-Marnyce. Ha mpoTsikeHuu HeCKOJb-
KHX JIET DJMKC yIaBaJIOCh TPOTUBUTHCS YX)KUBAHUSIM MY KUKH.
W BOT Terepb OHA HE MOKET YCTOSTh Iepeji TOMHBIMU B3TJIsSIIAMU
KaKOT'0-TO TTOBECHI, He MOKET 3a0bITh €ro HeOeCHO-TOyObIe TJ1a-
3a. OHa BriepBbie BUJEa MYKYKMHY, KOTOPOTO MpHBJIeKaia OHA
caMa Kak KeHIIMHA, KaK JJMYHOCTh. 1 He mpuaaHbeIM WK TIOJIO-
KEHHeM B OOIIECTBE, & CBOMMH MTPUTATATETbHBIMHY 1)1 MYXUNH
kauectBamu. Ho Dnukc 3Hana, yto Meppuk CeHT-Marnyc Bcero
JIMIIb PACIYTHHUK, KOTOPbIA BOCHOJIB3YETCs €10, a MOTOM, KOTAa
OHA €My HaJIOeCT, TPOCTO OPOCUT. DJIMKC ObLJIA CIIUIIKOM YMHA,
9YTOOBI HE TOHMMATh 3TOTO C CAaMOTO Havaa.

U Bce ke ee crapaHUsi COCPEJOTOUMTHCS Ha paboTe TMOILIH
MIPaXxOM, MBICJIM BUTAJU TIE-TO AAJIEKO.

— Hapn yem BH pabotaeTe? — oOpaTwiics K Heii MeppuK.

OHa nojiHsIIa TOJIOBY OT CBOMX KHUT. MEppHIK B yIIOp CMOTpPEJT



Ha Hee.

— ¢ mepeBOXy CpEIHEBEKOBBI MaHYCKPHIT O COOBITHSIX,
npousolieanx B Kenre, — oreetwia nukce. — MecTHbIN CBSI-
IIEHHHUK XO04YeT MPoYecTsb Jiekiuio 00 ucropuu Kenra. [{s storo
€My MOXeT TIOHaJOOUTHCSI MAHYCKPHUIIT, C KOTOPHIM s paboTaio.

['oBOp# 3T0, DIMKC BCEM CBOMM BHJOM IOKa3bIBajIa, YTO OHA
3aHsTa OYE€Hb BaKHBIM JIEJIOM M HE CTOUT OTPBIBATh €€ OT pado-
ThI IIYIBIMU paccrpocaMy. MarHyc OT/IOKuJI KHUTY, BCTaJ U Ha-
IIPaBUJICS K TMCBMEHHOMY CTOJY, 3a KOTOPBIM cuzesia Dinuke. Bo
B3IJIsI/IE €r0 HEOECHO-TOMYOBIX T71a3 MEJTbKHYJIO YTO-TO MOXOXKee
Ha MHTEpEC.

— U kak y Bac npozasuratorcs jena’? — cupocus Meppuk.

— Kak npoasuraiorcsi nena ¢ yem? — XOJOAHO CIPOCHUIA
DJMKC, CHOBA 3allaxvBasi EHbIOAp.

— C BammM nepeBogoM. MHe cityyanoch NepeBOIUTh MaHy-
CKPHIITHI, HAITMCAHHbIE HA IPEBHEKEILTCKOM, — 00bsICHUIT CeHT-
Marnyc.

[To mpaBzme roBopsi, paboTa HaJ MaHYCKPUIITOM MpPO JIBH-
rajgach JOBOJIbHO MeJIeHHO. JlpeBHepaHIy3CKUN SI3bIK ObLI
CJIMIIKOM cJlokeH. K ToMy e BO MHOTMX MECTaX MaHYCKPHIIT
ObLT MOpBaH WM ucrnaykad. Ho Dnukc HU 3a 4TO Ha CBeTe He
npusHaiachk Obl B 3ToM CeHT-Marnycy.

B Tedenuwe Tpex AHeN DNMKC yCHeNIHO m30erajia BCTped ¢
MeppukoM. Ho crouso e B3ISSHYTh Ha HETO, U OHA Cpasy ke
BCIIOMHMJIA €T0 MPeKpacHoe 00HaxkeHHOoe Teso. Ero jgasypHo-ro-
JyOble Ty1a3a MPOHU3BIBAIN €€ HACKBO3b, KA3AJI0Ch, OH 3aryIsiIbl-



BaJl B caMble MIOTACHHBIE YTOJIKU ee AylId. Xyxke BCero To, YT
BCAKHUM pa3, korga Meppuk CMOTpes Ha Hee, DNUKC HaunMHala
OyMaThb, YTO OHA JICUCTBUTEJILHO MIPUBJIEKAET €0 KaK KEHIIMHA.

Ho nipu 3TOM OHa BcnomuHaa, uto JIkelMu Kak-To CKa3all ei
o nopae CeHr-Marnyce — XOpoIui Apyr AJisi My>KYMHBI U OIlac-
HBII Bpar Jyisi He3aMY)XKHE! JIEBYIIKY ¢ Oe3yIpeuHON perryTariy-
eil. 1 y Dnukc He ObUIO MPUYKMH HE BEPUTH CBOEMY OpaTy.

— MoxeT ObITb, 51 CMOTY BaM MOMOYb? — mpeanoxun CeHT-
Marhyc, ycTpoMBILIKMCh HAIPOTUB. — BiBoeM y Hac Aesno nouaer
OwICTpEe.

YV Dnukce 3akpyxuiack ronosa. OH cujesn Tak OIM3KO0, 4TO OHA
YyBCTBOBAJIA 3arax JaBaH/I0BOTO MbLIa, TyOOBOW JIMCTBBI U €llie
Yero-To CTPAaHHOI'O, TAMHCTBEHHOTO.

— ComHeBaloCch, 4TO BBl CMOXKETE MHE IMOMO4Yb. Bpag im
Bbl 3HA€TE JPEBHE(PAHIY3CKUI SA3BIK, — HAIMEHHO BO3pa3uiia
Omkc. OHa XoTena OTIYTHYTh €r0 CBOMM BBICOKOMEPHBIM TO-
HOM u rpyObiMu crioBamu. Ckopee Bcero, Meppuk NOHSTHS HE
MMeJI, KaKOW Xaoc OH rocesul B ee cepaue. Co JHA UX BCTpeun
OHa MOCTOSIHHO JyMajia O HeM. BpemeHamu eyl Jaxe HauuHaJIo
Ka3aTbCsl, YTO OH UHTEPECYETCs HE TOJIBKO €€ IPUAAHBIM, KaK BCe
MY>KUMHBI, KOTOPBIX OHA BCTpevasia /10 3TOro, HO U €10 CaMOil.

— 41 Henoxo 3Ha0O ApeBHE(MPAHIY3CKUM, — CKPOMHO INpU-
3HAJICA OH.

Kak takoe MoxeT ObITb? DTOT CBETCKUII MOBEca C J1a3ypHO-TO-
JyObIMU TJIA3aMH U JIbHSHBIMU BOJIOCAMHU 3HAET CTOJb PEIKUIMA
s3bIk ? HeBeposiTHO! Ho manbHeimiee ero nosenenue ere 00b-



e ynuBmio Diuke. OH CHST KaM30J1 U 3aKaTajl pyKaBa pyoarii-
Kd. 3aTeM NpUIBUHYJICA K Hel Tak OJIM3KO, YTO MX Oe/ipa Conpu-
kocHyJmch. Ho, kaxercs, MeppHK 3TOro jaxe He 3aMeTHI1. 3aTo
DMKc o4yeHb Jaxe 3ametuiia. OT ee B3MIAAA HE YCKOb3aJI0 HU
OJIHO €r0 IBUKEHUE, U KX IbII pa3 cepe MyIUTeIbHO OUIIOCh.

— Boo0r11ie-To B 3TOM JOKYMEHTE HET HUYero MHTEPECHOTO, —
3aMeTHIa JJMKC, BCE €Ille HAJesACh OXJIaauTh nHTepec CeHT-
Marnyca k cBoeii pabote. — Ero Harucan ¢pepmep. B manyckpur-
T€ paccKa3aHO B OCHOBHOM O €r0 ;KU3HHU Ha (epme.

MeppuK C yaMBIEHHMEM Ha Hee MOCMOTPEI. DJIMKC CTaJo
HEYIOTHO TIOJ] €r0 MPUCTAIBHBIM B3IJISIIOM, U OHa OECIOKONHO
3aep3ajia Ha CTyJIe.

— Bbl roBopure, 4to 3TOT NOKYMEHT Hamucain gepmep? —
YIMBJICHHO TIOAH:T 6poBb Meppuk. — B Takom ciryuae mHTepec-
HO HE TO, YTO OH HAIMCAJI, a TO, YTO OH BOOOIIE yMeJl IHCATh.

Ot1u cioBa MeppHka ctainu 1Jis1 DIIMKC HACTOSALIUM OTKPOBe-
HreM. OHa 00 TOM He 3a/lyMbIBaJIach.

— Jla, KOHEYHO, 3TO UHTEPECHO, — TUXO MPOTrOBOPUJIA IUKC. —
IIpocTblie KpecTbsiHE U 1aXke 3aKUTOUHBIE (DepMEPHI B TE BpEMe-
Ha He yMeJIM HU YUTaTh, HU NUcaTh. MoXkeT ObITh, aBTOP 3TOTO
MaHYCKpHITa ObLT U3 BBICHIMX CJIOEB OOIIECTBa, HO MOTOM IO
KAKMM-TO IPUYMHAM IOCEJINJICS B IEPEBHE U C FOJIOBOY yIIEN B
CEJILCKOE XO3MCTBO.

Meppuk yibiOHycs. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 B ero ysblOKe YuTaluCh
SHTY3HMa3M U HETOAJIeTIbHBIN UHTEepeC K padorte.

— A Korjia ObUT HaITUCaH 3TOT IOKYMEHT? — cripocuii Meppuk.



— B tpunannarom Beke. [TpudmuzutensHo B 1230 roay, — o1-
BETHJIA DJIMKC.

— Ilocne Benukoy XxapTy BOJIBHOCTEW, — 33 JyMUYMBO POU3-
Hec Meppuk. — Bo3MOXHO, aBTOp 3TOr0 MaHYCKpHIITA KOT1a-TO
OB KPECThSTHMHOM, HO Onarofapsi Benmukoii xapTuu BoJIbHOCTEN
CMOT CKOJIOTUTh COCTOSIHME JOCTATOYHOE JJISI TOTO, YTOOBI KY-
NUTb ABOPSIHCKUI TUTYJ U MOTYy4UTh 0Opa30BaHMe.

— OH cMOT CKOJIOTUTh KaruTas Oarofapsi CBOUM CBUHBSIM, —
C YJBIOKOH 3aMeTnina MKC. — [T1aBHOW ero IEeHHOCTHIO ObLIH
CBUHBHU. JTO CIEAYET U3 JOKYMEHTA.

— Bor kak. Celtuac nocMoTpuMm, — paccMesticss Meppuk.

Omikc nokazana CeHT-MarHycy Ty 4acTb MaHYCKpHITA, /1€
TOBOPWJIOCh O CBUHbSIX. MeppuK MOrpy3usicsi B UT€HUE, BOASA
10 CTPOYKaM CBOMM [UIMHHBIM TOHKUM NAJIbLEM. DIIMKC TOXKE
TIOIBITAJIACh COCPEJOTOUYNTHCA HA CBOEU 4YacTW JOKYMEHTa, HO
el 3To He yaaBajock. Eil He AaBanu mokos mbicau o Meppu-
Ke€. DNMKC ayMajia, YTO MeppHK BCETO JIMILb OKOPUTESIb KEH-
CKHX ceppell, oBeca, CHUCKaBIMi cede B JIOHIOHe ckaHIab-
Hylo ciaBy. C nepBoro B3nsaa ee nopasuia kpacora Cenr-Mar-
Hyca, HO YK 4ero Obl OHa HUKOTJA He TMOIyMana, YTO OH MO-
JKeT OBITH e1lle U yMeH, IPOHUIIATENIeH M 00Opa30BaH. Y JUBUTEITb-
Ho. HaBepHsika eif HUKTO He MoBepuJI Obl, pACCKaKU OHA O TOM,
yro Meppuk CeHT-Marnyc cioco6eH YuTaTb MaHyCKpPHIITHI, Ha-
MMCAHHBIE Ha ApeBHE(MpaHIly3cKoM. Teneps OHa MOHUMAaJIa, YTO
cBs3bIBaIIO [ keiiMu 1 Meppuka, oyeMy OHU NMOJPYKUIIUCH, KO-
raa yuwiich B Okcdopre.



BuezanHo Meppuk paccMmesuicsi, TeM caMbiM IIPEPBAB 3aTsI-
HYBILIEECS] MOJTYAHUE.

— BbI ommbanick, Korja TOBOPUJIM, YTO aBTOP MaHYCKpUIITa
IIUILIET O CBUHBSIX, DITUKC, — IPOroBopuJI oH. [1py 3TOM BO B3IJIs1-
e ero HeOeCHO-TOMyOBIX IJ1a3 IJIecKatach caMast UICKpEeHHSIs Be-
cestocTb. — OH NUILET 31€Ch O CBOEH KEHE.

DJUKC B YIUBJICHUN TIOJTHSLIA OPOBH.

— Heysxenu? Bbl 1yTuTe? — HEJOBEPUMBO CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

CKJIOHMBILIMCH HaJ, MAHYCKPUIITOM, DJIMKC HallUIa ¥ yKa3aja
Ha OJIHYy U3 CTPOYEK.

— CmMotpurte, — IporoBopujia oHa. — Buaure 310 cinoBo? OHO
NIEPEBOIUTCS KaK «CBUHbSI».

— Bbl aOCOMOTHO TIpaBbl, — KMBHYB, COIJIACUJIICS C Heil Mep-
puk. — Ho BBl He 3aMETWIM MECTOMMEHHE «KaK». IJTO IpPO-
cTo cpaBHeHMe. HaBepHoe, Bbl IEpeBeEsM 3TO MPeJIOKEHHUE TaK:
«OHa 6osbiasi cBUHbs». HO B IeMCTBUTENILHOCTH 3[16Ch CKa3a-
HO: «OHa OoJbllasg, Kak CBUHbS». [IOKaXUTE MHE OCTaJIbHBIE
crpanuibl. Bo3amMokHO, ero skeHa Obiia 6epemenHa. — [a! — Boc-
KJIMKHYJ Meppuk depe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT. — OH JelCTBUTEb-
HO TIMILIET 3/1ECh O CBOEW keHe. Barnsanute, dnMkc. 1o 31ech,
MPOYUTANTE BHUMATEJIbHEE.

C stumu cnoBamu CeHT-Marnyc nepenan ed JJMCTKUA U CaM
npuIBUHYJICA Onvoke. [1pr 9TOM OH HEHAPOKOM KOCHYJICS ee py-
Ku. Tenepb OHU CUAEIH MTOYTH BIUIOTHYIO IPYT K JIPYTY.

— Bel nipaBsl, — nporoBopuiia dnukc. B ronoce ee 4yBCTBO-
BAJICSI UICKpeHHUM nHTepec. M kak OHa MOIJ1a 3TO MPOMYCTUTh? —



MoskeT ObITh, M3yUUB APYrie JOKYMEHTbI, MBI CMOXEM ITOHSTH,
I7ie IMEHHO OH JXWJI, — CKa3ajia DJIMKC U TYT JKe 3aKycuia ryoy.
UYro oHa Hagenana? 3adyeM ckazaja 310 «Mbl»? — [Ipocture, ka-
)KeTCsl, 51 CIMIIKOM YBJIeKJack. Bps s mMbl Korga-HUOyab» cMo-
K€M y3HaTh, KaK CIOKUJIACh €ro JaJbHENIIas KU3Hb.

— B0o3MOXHO, MBI 1 CMOXXEM 4TO-HUOY/b Y3HATh, — YJIBIOHYB-
IIMCh, BO3pa3uil MeppuK, cliefiaB akIeHT Ha CJIOBE «Mbl». — 1
HUKY/Ia HE TOPOIUTIOCh, U B JIOH/IOHE y MEHsI HET HUKAKUX HEOT-
JIOKHBIX JIeJl, TaK YTO CMOTY 37€Ch MPOOBITH €IlIe OKOJIO JBYX
HeZeb. YBEPEH, UTo 32 3TO BPEMSI Mbl CMOKEM y3HaTh, KaK CJIO-
KUach cyapoa Haiero gepmepa.

DnuKc NoHsa, yTo MeppHK JeiCTBUTENIBHO YBJIEUeH pado-
Toil. Y emy Oosbliie HpaBUTCSI CUAETH C HEW B OMOIMOTEKe U 00-
Cy)KJIaTh JAPEBHUI MaHYCKPHIIT, YeM WIpaTh B OWJIbSPI WIHA B
KapThl CO CBOMMU JIPY3bsSIMU.

WM TyT eil cTtajlo CTHITHO 32 CBOM IPEXHHE MBICIH O HEM, 3a
CBOE HEJIOBEPHUE K HEMY U JIa)Ke HEKOTOPYIO BPaXA€OHOCTb.

— [Ipoctute, — 4yTh CABIIHO Mpon3HEcaa oHa. — [IpocTo 51 He
AymaJa, 9To BCe MOXET TaK TMOTYYUThCA.

CeHT-MarHyc Hakpbl1 JIaZIOHBIO €€ PyKy. DTo ObUI cKopee
APYKECKHUH JKECT C ero CTOPOHBI, HO IO TeTy DIMKC Mpodexaa
HEpBHAS IPOKb.

— BbI XOTHTE CKa3aTh, YTO HE AyMajd, YTO BCE TONYUYHUTCS
MMEHHO TaK WJIH YTO 51 OKaKyCh UMEHHO TakuM ? — cripocui Mep-
PYIK, IOHU3UB TOJIOC ¥ MPUCTAJIBHO IS5 €1 B IJ1a3a.

— Jla, s NelCTBUTENbHO MMeNa B BUY Bac, — MPU3HAIACH



DJIMKC, CMEJIO BCTPETUB €r0 B3I, — S He Jymauia, 4To Bbl OKa-
KeTech TakuM. 51 OblTa K BaM HeCIpaBe/InBa.

— Pan, 4yto MHe ynanock Bac yauBUTb, — CKa3all MeppuK.

Barmsap! UX BCTPETUIINCH, U DIMKC MOKA3aJ10Ch, UTO Meppuk
coOupaeTcs ee IMoIeIoBaTh.

Cyns o Bcemy, Ta e camasi MbIC/Ib TIOCeTHIA U A purOalib-
na Penduibaa ¢ rpagom PoIbKCTOYHOM, KOTJla OHW BOIILIU B
o6ubnmoteky. I'padp PobkCcTOyH Oe3yCreNHO MbITajCs 3aBsi3aTh
nosic cBoero xayara. OH BBHIIVISIJIENT pacCEP:KEHHbIM, KaK U BCe
OTLBI, KOTOPBIE BAPYT 3aCTAIOT CBOMX B3POCJIBIX 10YEPEil B KOM-
IIPOMETHUPYIOILIEN CUTYALIUH.

—Yt0 Bce 310 3HaUUT? ! — BHE ceOsi OT rHEBa BOCKJIMKHYJI OH. —
S Tpebyio oObsicHeHui!

— DTO HE TO, O YEM BBl MOAYMAJM, — CMYLIEHHO OTBETUJIA
Amukc. Huuero 6osee OpUruHaIbHOTO € B TOJIOBY HE MPUIILIO.

Ho cama onHa moHumana, 4yTo Bce 3TO BHIIVIIAUT Ooliee yem
JBYCMBICJIEHHO. MeppuUK ¢ 3aKaTaHHBIMU pyKaBaMH CHJIEN K Hel
nouTH BIUIOTHYI0. CamMa e oHa Oblia 07ieTa B IeHbIoap, HAKWHY-
THIA MTPSIMO HAa HOYHYIO pyOaIliky.

— Her, 310 MMEHHO TO, 0 YeM Bbl ogyMaiu, rpagp PonbkcTo-
VH, — C HQ/IMEHHOH y/IbIOKOU Bo3pasmil ApunOanba Penduba. —
Sl ceituac Bce oObsicH0. He manee kak yac Hazan, nopa CeHT-
MarHyc 3aKJII04II TAPH C JPKEHTIbMEHAMU, KOTOPbIE COOPaJTHCh
B OWJIbSIPIIHOM, YTO OH TOlEeNayeT Jeau A0 paccBera. I mory
MPEIOCTaBUTh CBUETENICH.

DJMKC U3[aJ1a YyTh CIBIIIHBINA CTOH. BHEe3anHo rosoBa y Hee



3aKpYKUIIACh, U CTA00CTh pa3niach 1o Bcemy teny. Eii crano no
HEBO3MOXKHOTO OOHMJTHO, CTBHITHO ¥ OOJIbHO. Tak BOT B ueM Jiesio!

— IIpomy Bac, naBaiite odoiinemcs 6e3 cBuaeTeNei, — mpoTe-
CTyIOIlle B3MaxHYB pyKoW, ckazan rpadp PonbkcroyH. — S1 Bam
Beplo. MBI cMOKeM pa3o0paThCsi CO BCEM ITUM, HE TMOJAHUMAS
JIMIIIHETO [IyMa.

Eie Hukorna DuMKC He BUJeNa OTIa TAKUM PaccepKeHHBIM.
Ho uT0 0H BHE ce0s1, HUKTO U3 IPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX, KPOME Hee, He
3ameTus1. Ee orterr ObUT U3 TeX JIONEH, KOTOpble He TEepsIioT Hall
cOOOM KOHTPOJISI HYU TPH KAKUX 0OCTOSITENILCTBAX, KAK OBl CUJTBHO
OHU HU ObLIH B30erieHbl. OTel MOBEPHYIICA K DIIUKC U CMEPHIT
ee TsDKeJIbIM B3MVIsI0oM. B ero riazax 4yuTanuch He TOJMbKO IHEB
U OCYXXJIeHHe, HO U pazouapoBanue. U 310 ObUIO XyXke BCero.

— Ornpassiiics K ce0e U He CMeld BBIXOIUTh M3 CBOE KOMHa-
Thl, — CO CAEP/KaHHBIM THEBOM MpousHec oH. — C ToOOH 5 nmoro-
BOpIO 3aBTpa yTpoM. Yto Kacaercst Bac, CeHT-MarHyc, To s 1o-
TpeOyio 0ObsicHeHul npsiMo ceitdac. Tonbko OyapTe 100phI, Ha-
JIeHbTE KaM30J1 U TIpUBEIUTE CeOsi B TIOPSIJIOK.

DmuKc uckoca B3nsHyna Ha Cenr-Marnyca. OHa u cama He
NOHMMAaJIa, YTO HAJIeeTCsl YBUAETh B €ro IJ1a3ax, HO HUYero He
Morya ¢ coboit noaenatb. OKa3biBaeTCs, €ro He MHTEPECOBAIU
HU MaHYCKPHUIIT, HU OHa cama. OH MpOCTO XOTeN UCHOIb30BATh
ee B cBoux 1iensix. Kak ato yxkacHo! Hedero ObL10 1 1ymath, 4To
OH TOMOJKET €l BBIIYTAaThCSl U3 ITOTO 3aTPYAHUTETBHOTO TOJIO-
xeHus1. Celluac ero BOJHYET TOJIBKO OJIMH BOIMPOC: KaK caMOMy
BBIITyTAaThCS U3 3TOU CJIOKHOU CUTYaLIN !



Mexny Tem CeHT-Marnyc MeJJIEeHHO MOJHSIICA CO cTyJa. Ero
roJTyOBble TJ1a3a MPHIIY PUIKCH OT 3JI0CTH M TOPEJTH HeOOPhIM Or-
HeM. Ero B3risi/ nbljiaji HCHABUCTBIO, U B TIEPBBI MOMEHT DJTUKC
UCIyTajlach, HO IOTOM TOHS1JIa, YTO CMOTPUT OH BOBCE HE Ha Hee
Y He Ha ee OTIa, a Ha ApunOanbaa Peadunpaa.



I'naBa 5

Kro 6b1 MOT HOTyMaTh, 4TO €10 MepBoe MocelieHne OUOIoTe-
KU B ioMe DOJTBKCTOYHOB MPHUBEIET K TAKUM HETIPUATHBIM 00b-
SICHEHUSIM ¢ Tpapom?

A cHauasa Bce Tak 3aMevaTesbHO CKiaapBasioch. [loe3nka B
3aMOK DONBKCTOYHOB Kazanach MeppHKy JIydIlM, YTO C HUM
IIPOMCXOJIUIIO 32 TTOCNIeJHUE eCTh JieT. Terepb xke, Cy/si 1o Bce-
MY, €My TPEICTOUT MEPEKUTh XyAllee, YTO BOOOIIE CIydanoch
B €r0 JKU3HH.

Meppuk pacripaBuJI IJI€4M ¥ BCEM CBOUM BUAOM MOKa3aJl, YTo
rOTOB JiepkaTh OTBeT. EMy BIpYr BCHOMHMIACh TIOCTIOBHLIA: Y-
paKkoM poamJICs, TypakoM U momperb. Kto Ob1 MOr momymars,
YTO TaKOE MOXKET CIy4uThcsl MMeHHO ¢ HuM? Eciu Obl Ha Me-
cre Dnukce Bypk okazanack Ta camasi Mosofiasi BIOBa, KOTOPYIO
OH eI TIOIEJIOBATh BHAYAJIe, HUYErO CTPAITHOTO Obl HE BHI-
m1o0. Jlaxke B cIydyae CKaHIasa eMy JIETKO yAaJIoCh Obl 3ary1afiuThb
CBOIO BHMHY. [la, Tenepb eMy MpHIeTcsl pacIiulauyrBaThCs 3a BCe
CBOM Tpexu. MepprKy MHOTO pa3 yJaBaJoCh BBIATH CYXMM W3
BOJIBI TTOCJIE CBSI3U C MOJIOOBIMU BIOBAMH U JIaKe 3aMyKHUMU
kennmHaMu. [To npornm cynpObl BO3Me3aue HaCTUIio Meppu-
Ka MMEHHO Temepb, KOTia OH He CAeNal HUYero MPeoCyIUuTeb-
Horo. Benp Bce 6pu10 aGcomoTHO HeBMHHO. Ho co cTopoHBI 3TO
BBIIIsAETIO O0JIee YeM JABYCMBICJICHHO: Jiequ DIMKC Oblia ofeTa
B TEHbI0AP, HAOPOIIEHHBIN Ha HOUHYIO pyOaIiky, cam Meppuk



CHSUT KaM30JT U 3aKatall pykasa. beuia riyookast Houb. K Tomy xe
OHU CHJIEJIU B OTIACHOM Onm30cTH APYT K Apyry. Ho camoit Beco-
MO YJIMKO¥ IpOoTUB MepprKa ObLUIO 3TO MPOKJISATOE MapH, KOTO-
poe oH 3akiouni ¢ Peadusaom. [o npasne ropopsi, eciau Obl
B Oubmmoteky He Bonu Pendwnba ¢ rpagom DoibKCTOyHOM,
MeppuK AeicTBUTENBHO morenoBat Obl Dmuke Bypk u Tem ca-
MBIM BBIMI'Pajl Obl TO YEPTOBO MapH.

— Bel nbiTanuce nouenoBarh MO J104b, — JIEASHBIM TOHOM
niporoBopui rpad PoIbLKCTOYH.

— Bor umeHHo. { TOnBKO MombITANICA 3TO CAEJIATh U HE YCIIEN
BBITIOJIHUTh CBOMX HaMEpPEHWid, — He MeHee XOJOAHO OTBETHII
Meppuk.

Ero ¢paza u ero ToH o4eHb He NOHPaBUIKUCh DPONBKCTOYHY.

— He BaxHO, 4TO BBI A€J1aI1 31€CH, B 9TON ONOIMOTEKE: TIBITA-
JIMCh TIPEBPATUTD cepedPO B 30JI0TO WITH IEJIOBATUCH, — 3aMETHT
rpad. — BaxkHO TO, 4TO BBl BOOOIIE ObUIM C HEWl HaeIuHe MO3/-
HEil HOYBIO.

— Ho cornacurecsk, cap, OMOnMoTeKa — HEMOAXOSIIEe MECTO
IUTs1 TIOOOBHBIX MHTPHIKEK, — 3ampoTtecToBas Meppuk. U TyT ke
OCEKCsl, BCTIOMHMB, KaK HECKOJIbKO HEJeJIb Ha3a/l OH 3aHUMAJICs
JM000BBIO ¢ MuUccuC JIeHH10 nociie Oajila B OMOIMOTEKE 0Ma
PoymsHacos.

— Xoporuo emie, yto Peaduba Takor OCTOPOXKHBIN U TPEy-
CMOTPUTEJIbHBIN. Y HEro O4eHb YyTKOE CEepAlle, — MPOAOIIKAI
Mex 1y TeM rpad PoibKCTOyH.

«Ecmm y Hero BooOiie ectb cepatie», — mogyman MeppHk, HO



HE O3BYYMJI CBOMX MBICIIEH, a JIMIIb YIUBJIEHHO TIOIHST OPOBU.
Meppuk ObLT 20COMIOTHO yBepeH, uto Peaduisa noactpons Bce
9TO C CaMOro HavYaJia. DTOT MOAJIBIA MOCTYNOK Apundanbaa Pea-
(unbaa ObLT HENOCTOMH HacTosIero Myx4uuHbl. Ho pacckasbl-
BaTh O CBOMX IMOA03peHusX rpady Obut0 OeccMmbicieHHO. Boee
TOTO, 3TO MOIJIO TOJIbKO YCYTYOUTh CO3/ABIIIEECs MOTIOKEHHE.

— Ha mecre neau Dnukc mMoria Obl OKa3aThes Jodast AeByIIl-
Ka, — ckazaj Meppuk. — Ciyuusioch Tak, 4To Ballia J04b yXe Ha-
Xoauiach B OnbMoTeke u padorana, Korjaa s Boriena. OHa HU B
YeM He BHHOBATA.

— Jla, He cniopio, I71aBHAasI BUHA 32 CJTyYMBIIIeeCs JISKHT Ha Bac.
Ho 370 He 3HauMT, 4TO MOS1 A0Ub HEBUHHAS kepTBa. OHa NOMKHA
ObL1a MOKUHYTh OMOIMOTEKY TOTYAC ke, KaK TOJIbKO BbI BOITLIH. —
®onbKCTOYH 3anymaiics. B3ran ero TeMHbIX IVIa3 IPOHU3BIBAT
Mepprka HaCKBO3b. — DJIMKC Beer/ia Oblla He TaKOM, KaK BCe Jie-
Bymiku. OHa ¥ ciblaTh He xotena o Opake. Ho s cuutaio, uro
3aMYXKECTBO TOILIO ObI e Ha TONb3Y.

MeppuK MpeAcTaBiil, Kak BOSMYTHIIACh Obl DITUKC, €CIu Obl
yCIIBIIIIAa TAKOE OT CBOETO OTIIA.

— DJMKC HeNpeMEHHO HYXXHO BBIUTH 3aMYXK, — MPOAOIKAI
Mex1y TeM rpad.

Cepnue Meppuka cxanock ot yxaca. [locie Toro, 4to mpo-
W30IIUIO CETOJHSIITHENd HOUbIo, rpad BIOIHE MOT MOTpeOOBaTh
oT MeppHKa KeHUTbCS Ha DITUKC.

DOJILKCTOYH BBIIPSAMUIICS U CTPOro NOCMOTpeN Ha Meppuka.

— Jymaio, Bl ¥ caM¥ TIOHUMAeTe, YTO HACTOSIINNA KEHTTb-



MEeH B JAHHOW CUTYaIIuM 00513aTeJIbHO KeHUJICS Obl Ha CKOMITPO-
METUPOBAaHHOU UM JIEBYILIKE, — CHOBA 3aroBopui rpad Posbk-
croyH. — Ho, 1o mipaB/ie roBOps1, Bbl HE MOAXOAIIAS TAPTUS IS
Moe¥ gouepu, KeM Obl HM ObLT Baill oTell. Baia penyranus Huxe
BCSIKOM KPUTHUKU: Bbl CAMBIN HACTOSIINIA PACITyTHUK ¥ BO3MYTHU-
TeJIb CIIOKOMCTBUSA. M MOTOMY y MEHS eCTb K BaM IpeJIOKEHHE.
Bbl 105KHBI c/ie1aTh MOIO JOUYb KOPOJIEBOM CE30Ha.

Meppuk yauBiIeHHO OCMOTpes Ha POBKCTOYHA.

— Cap, HO Bep Yke UIOHB, — poroBopus Meppuk. — JIo okon-
YaHUsl Ce30Ha OCTaJOoCh BCEro IIecTb Hezenb. U s He aymalo,
gT0. ..

-V Bac Het BbIOOpa. Eciu He cMoskeTe caenaTh Tak, Kak sl cKa-
3aJ1, BaM MPU/IETCS Ha Hell JKeHUThCs, — oTpe3a PObKCTOYH. —
Ecnu BbI gymaete, 9TO 51 0 BAC HUYETO HE 3HAIO, TO OIMINOAETeCh.
Sl MHOrO HacjbIllIaH O BalllMX MOXOXKAeHUsAX. M1 MHe HeTpynHO
J0raiaTbCsl, Kak BaM Jjopora cBoOoja, 4YToObl poaokaTh oec-
MYTHBIA 00pa3 *KU3HU: 3aKTI0YATh TTAPH U 3aHUMAThCSI Pa3HBIMU
6e300pasusvu. Bbl HU 32 UTO Ha CBETE HE 3aXOTHUTE CBSI3aTh Ce-
051 MO pyKaM 1 Horam 3TiM O6pakoM. U motomy BbI ciesaeTe Bee,
9TOOBI 9TOr0 N30eXaTh. B 0JIHOM HaIly keNnaHusi COBMNAJAIOT: Mbl
o0a OoJIbIlie BCEro He XOTHM 3TOro Opaka. S He noBepsiio BaM,
410 OBl TAM HU TOBOpHJI [ )keiiMu 0 BaiieM O1aropofcTBe U Mpo-
YMX JIOCTOMHCTBaX. MO ChIH CJIMIIIKOM JIOBEPUYMBBIN UETOBEK 1
NIPUBBIK BUJETH B JIIO/ISIX TOJBKO XOPOIIIEE.

Meppuk nponycTis MUMO YIIIEN KOJKOCTh rpada.

— Cap, HO 51 6OIOCh, UTO BCE MOM APY3bsl HENOCTOWHBI PYKU



Balllell I04epH, — MPOrOBOPKIT OH.

— Ho 31ech MHOrO JIpyrux IKEHTIBMEHOB, TOCTOMHBIX PY-
KM MOEU J04epu, — Bo3pas3wi rpad. — Bel xopomo cxoaurech
C JIIOIbMM, KOrJa Bam 3T0 BbIrogHO, CeHT-Marnyc. Ilocrapaii-
TeCh M celvac HaJaJuTh C HUIMU OTHOIIEHUS. 3/1eCh HEUero 0o-
CYX/1aTh. 3a OCTABINYIOCS YaCTh CE30HA BbI JIOJKHBI Oy/ieTe MpH-
BJIeYb BHMMAaHHE JOCTOMHBIX JUKEHTJIbMEHOB K MOEHN J0YEpH.
Wnu Bam npuaercsi pacipoiarkes ¢ Baiieil cBo00I0M.

JIBepb pacriaxHyjach, B KOMHaTy Bouum ApumOanba Pen-
(pmb, HECKONIBKO MUHYT Ha3a HE3aMETHO BBICKOJIb3HYBIIIHMM 32
JIBEPb, U HACKOPO ofeTast ieau PosIbKCTOYH.

— 41 npuBesn ciofa Ballly KeHy, — e4aJibHO rporoBopui Pen-
¢unpa. C nepBoro B3mIsAaa ObLIO MOHSATHO, YTO MEYasib ero Ha-
nyckHasi. — VlHorga B TakuMX CHUTYaIMsIX KEHIIMHBI JEUCTBYIOT
O1aropazyMHee MYKUUH.

Meppuk HeloymeBall, Kak TaKOM MPOHUILIATENIbHBIN Y€JIOBEK,
Kak rpad PonbKCTOYH, MOT HE 3aMeuaTh IPUTBOPCTBA ITOTO JIH-
uemepa u noajena Pendunpaa.

Jlenqu ®oMBKCTOYH MOJOIIIA K MYXY M TIOTpeOoBasia 00bsC-
HeHuid. ['pad PonbKCTOYH HE 3aMeUIn UX AaTh. BHMMaTebHO
BBIC/IYIIIAB PaccKa3 Myxa, jeau PoibKCTOyH 3aJyMUnBO B3IJIsI-
HyJ1a Ha Meppuka.

— 3HAYUT, Bbl XOTUTE )KEHUTHCS HA MOEH JIouepu ? — Cripocuia
OHa. — 5l npaBWJILHO NOHsIA?

— CoBceM He 00s13aTeIbHO, MUJISIH, — BEXKJIMBO OTBETHI Mep-
puk. — Hazetoch, MHE ymacTest HalTH [1yis Jiequ DIMKe 6osee mof-



XOISAIIETO MYXa, YeM 1.

Jlenn POIBKCTOYH HEBECENIO PACCMESIACh.

— 910 BpaA u. Elie HUKOMyY He yJaBajoch HAUTH DJIUKC MO/~
xopsuiero myxa. He nymaro, uro a1o ygactea Bam. Mbl IbITaIMCh
ClIEJIaTh 3TO HA MPOTSKEHUU HECKOJIBKUX JIET, HO pa3 3a pa3oM
Teprniesu Heygauy. Korjga s roBopio «Mbl», TO UMEIO B BUY HE
TOJIBKO Hallly CEMbIO, HO M HAalUX poHbIX. Ee coBepieHHo He
VHTEPECYIOT kejaHusA ceMbu. Ilocie Toro cimyvas ¢ BUKOHTOM
M>5HJM BCe, 4ero OHa XO4eT, — 3TO KUTh B [VIYIIU U 3aHUMAThCS
CBOMMH MaHYCKPUIITAMHU.

«Tak moyemy Obl BaM He OCTaBHUTh €€ B MOKOoe? — Moaymal
MeppuK, ¢ HENPUAZHBIO TOCMOTPEB Ha Jieau PonbkcToyH. OH
cam yIMBUJICS TOMY BO3MYILEHUIO, KOTOPOE BbI3BAJIM Y HETO POJI-
CTBEHHUKM iMKC. — Kakoro yepra um or Hee HyxkHO? Benp y
D OoBKCTOYHOB JIOCTATOYHO JIEHET, YTOObI COlIepKaTh OIHY He3a-
MYKHIOIO JOUb».

— AX, 3Ta UCTOPHUS C BUKOHTOM M3H/1/IM! — ¢ HaIlyCKHBIM CO-
yyBCTBHEM nporoBopwi Penduiipa, Bce 310 BpeMs IIPOCTOSIB-
U B IBEPsIX. — DTO ObliIa JEWCTBUTEILHO OUCHD YauHas map-
THA A1 Diuke. Kak kajb, 4To BCe Tak Moy4ynioch!

— Yaaunas naptusi? OueHb B 3TOM COMHEBAKOCh, — HACMEIII-
JMBO cKazal Meppuk. — Bukonty M3HIIM Hy:XHa HE KE€Ha, a
OecruiaTHasi TyBepHAHTKA JIJIsl TPEX €ro JAouepen.

Meppuk Heroxo 3Hai BUKOHTa MaHuu. Tot OblT yMeH u B
CBOU COPOK JIET HE yTpaTuj MYKCKOH IpuBiekareabHoctd. Ho
BeCh JIOHJIOH 3HAJI O HEBEPOATHOU CKyNOCTH M3HIIM.



— Ho 4to moxoro B Tom, 4to 4YesoBek OepexamB? He Bce
NIPUBBIKJI pa30pachIBaTh ICHBI'M HAMPABO U HAJIEBO, — TAPHPO-
Bas Penduiipn.

N tyT Meppuk koe o yem BcrioMHWJI. CerojHs HOYbIO OH
CMOXET YCTPOUTh OJJHO BBHITOAHOE Aeji0. Moso/10i1 YesioBek Mo-
BepHyJIca K Pendunbay u cmepui ero tsxesnsm B3rsagoM. Cam
Meppuk B AaHHBIII MOMEHT HE MOI HMYEM OOJIErYUTh CBOIO
y4acTh, HO OH MOT OOpaTUTHCS 32 TIOMOIIBIO K CBOEMY JAPYTY
Suy. CeHT-Marnyc nogHsuics 1 nogouen K jgeau PonbKCToyH.

— INoBepsre, s caemnaio Bce, 4TOOBI peryTaiys e IUKC He
NOCTpajaia u3-3a 3TOro MIYIOro Mapy, — MPOroBOPHII OH.

C 3tumu cinoBamu MeppHK HaKJIOHWJICS M YYTUBO MOLIEJIOBAI
€e PyKy.

— Haperoch, Bol MeHs1 nipoctute? [JoyokeH ckazaTth, 4TO 51 C
HeTeprieHreM Oy[y »KAaTh 3aBTPALIHEN BCTPEUH C Jiean DIUKC.

Meppuk momien K asepu, rae crosut Penduba. [Tpuonusus-
HIMCh K ApunOanbay, Meppuk mporenTant:

— Bl JOMKHBI MHE 32 IPOMTPAHHOE MApH.

Meppuk Haten Suia v Puopnana B mycroit 6usbspiHoi. B3ss
CO CTOJIMKA MayKy OAHO(PYHTOBBIX Kymiop, CeHT-Marnyc npors-
HYJI €€ CBOUM APY3bsIM.

— DTO Ballla YaCTh BBIMTPHIIIIA.

Dl YIMBJIEHHO ITOCMOTPEN Ha HETO.

— 3uHauurt, Tol onepequ Pendunbaa. Ho kak tede ato yaa-
JIOCh? — CIIPOCHJT OH.

MeppuK A0BOJIBHO YXMBLIBHYJICS:



— 41 mouenoBai pyky jieau PonbKCTOYH Ha €ro ras3ax.

S ¢ obJeryeHreM B3J0XHYIT U YIBIOHYJICS MeppuKy, 3a0u-
pasi y Hero CBOIO 4acCTh BBIMTPHIIIIA.

— Pendunba Bce o6ayman 3apanee, — 3ameTtiit . — [Tocie
TOT'O KakK ThI BBIILIEJI U3 KOMHATBI, OH MIOXBACTAJI, UTO 3HAET OJHY
Jieqiv, KOTopas 3a4acTiijia B OMOIMOTEKY TI0 HOYaM B TIOCIIe/THEe
BpeMs.

— Heyxenn OH HACTONIBKO MO/, YTO HA3BaJ 37IECh €€ UMsi? — B
BO3MYIIIEHUH TTPOroBopmii Meppuk. PoabKCTOyHbI ObLIH yBepe-
HBI, UTO HUKTO, KpoMe Hero u Penduiibaa, He 3HaeT, Koro MMeH-
HO 3aCTaJId C HUM B OMOJIMOTEKE HOYBIO.

— Her, oH He Ha3bIBasl UMEH, — TOKa4aB r'OJIOBOM, POTOBOPUIT
Sliid

MeppuK yaOBJIETBOPEHHO KMBHYJI. DTO XOpouo. BHe3anHo
€My B TOJIOBY IPHIILJIA MBIC]Ib: CMOT ObI OH BBIUTPATh MapH, ec-
7 Ob1 B OMOMoTeKy He Bonwiu rpad ®onbkcroyH u Penduba?
Pazpermia Obl Jiequ DuKe ceOs ToleIoBaTh WA HET?

— Ho a porapancs, uro 1e0s 3acTanu B OMOIMOTEKE UMEHHO C
nenu Divkc. Muave Tyna He mpuriuia Ol ieau PonbkcToyH. be-
Hara Ixeiivu! [Ipencrapnsio, Kak OH pacCTPOUTCs, Koraa 0060
BCEM y3HAET, — IOHU3UB I'0JI0C, C COYYBCTBUEM IIPOrOBOPUIT IIII.

— He Bonny#cs, [l:keiMu HUYEro He y3HAeT, — YCIOKOUI €ro
Meppuk.

— 3HauYWT, CKOPO THI MIPUIJIACUIIL HAC HA CBOKO CBaabOy? —
3aruieTalIIMMCS S3bIKOM Ipou3Hec Puopnan, nporsirusas Mep-
PUKY CBOIO (DIITKKY.



Meppuk nokavai rojioBoil, u Puopnan cynyn isikky B Kap-
MaH.

— Hanetocsk, uto HUKaKou cBaabObl He Oy/ieT, — Bo3pazui Mep-
PUK U pacckazas Puopnany u uiy o perieHuu rpada He npuaa-
BaTh MPOMCIIECTBUE B OMOIMOTEKE OIJIACKe U O CBOEM OOEIaHUT
CHIENaTh Jieau DIUKC KOPOJIEBOM CE30Ha.

— Tak, 3HauuT, THI Terepb OPUIIUATBHO CTAHOBUIIILCS JIaM-
CKUM YTOTHUKOM, YeJIOBEKOM, Ueil cTaTyc 1 61arococTosiHue Ha-
MPSIMYIO 3aBUCST OT €r0 CIOCOOHOCTH YTOJMTH JIE/IN, — 3aKJIIOUIIT
Puopnan. — B Utamuu sto Toxe npaktukyercs. [IpaBaa, 0ObraHO
ero mogoupaeT My JJisi CBOCH JKeHbl. A B HAIlleM Cliydae JaM-
CKOT'O YTO/IHUKA /17151 Jieiu DIMKC MoA00pat COOCTBEHHBIN OTell.
HagepHoe, emy He TepnuTCsi BbIAATh €€ 3aMYK.

— He gymato, uto B JTaHHOM CJTy4ae yMeCTHO Tpemnarb 00 3ToM
SI3BIKOM, — 3ameTu1 Meppuk. Ero pasnpaxana 6onroBasi Puop-
nana. Cyzs no BceMy, OH coOOMpaJics IPOYECTh UM C DIIEM Oue-
PEIHYIO JIEKIIUIO 00 UTAbSTHCKOW KYJIbType.

— [Tomuub Ty HOUb B OKcpope, Korna Mbl peIIv CO3/1aTh
0OI1IeCTBO JAMCKUX YTOJHUKOB? — C YIBIOKOW MTPOrOBOPIIT IIIL.

MeppuK KHBHYJI U MBICJIEHHO MEPEHECCS B TO AAJIEKOE Bpe-
Ms. OHM Tornma ObUTH TJTyIbI M HavBHBL VX MaHWI MUp T00BU
u ¢upta. IM rpe3unuch npekpacHble KeHIIUHbI, POMaHTHYe-
CKHUE YXaKVBAHUS U )KapKKre HOYU JTIOOBU.

— Kaxercs, s cran AaMCKUM YrOJHMKOM 3a/10JIT0 JO CEro-
JTHSIIHEW HOYM, — CO B3JI0XOM KOHcTaTupoBal Meppuk. Ho
KWU3Hb, TIOCBSAIIEHHAS] TOJBKO JOOBU U (prupTy, OKazagach He



CTOJIb IIPUBJIEKATEILHON U UHTEPECHOM, KaK UM I'PEe3UJIOCh B TOM
CTyJIEHYECKOU TaBepHe. Bce yxxe cMuprmnch ¢ (paKTOM, 4TO OHU
MJIJIIIME CbIHOBbSI U B OyIylieM He MojydaT Ooratoro Hacjiea-
crBa. To, Kak CJIOKXUTCA B IaIbHEHIIIEM UX KU3Hb, 3aBUCUT TOJIb-
KO OT HUX caMUX. 3a MPOIIe/IIe Tobl OHU 3apadoTanu cede pe-
IyTalMIO JIyYIIUX MTOKOPUTENEN KEHCKUX cepael BO BceM JIoH-
JIOHE.

— He paccrpauBaiicsi, — BaApyr cran yremiath ero ui. B otm-
Yre OT MYTHBIX I71a3 Propnana B3risa Diia ObUT BIOIHE Tpe3-
BBIM M OCMBICIEHHBIM. — MBI Bce mpopamu cedst. Kaxplii mo-
cBoeMy. Tak yem TBOI1 Opak MO pacyery c 3ToW DJIMKC Xyxke?
Hara %u3Hb 1 He MOIJIa CJIOKUTHCS MHAYE.

— ¥V MeHs HeT BpeMEHHU Ha OTBJICYEHHBIE paccykacHus. MHe
HY’KHO KaK MOXHO CKOpee HalTH KeHUXa 1J1s1 HEBECThI, KOTOPYIO
MHE HaBsI3aJIM, — OTHIYTUJICS Meppuk.

«M 6oxe coxpaHu, yTOOBI 3Ta HEBecTa Koraa-HUOyIb cTajia
Moei», — MOAyMaJl OH, BHIIIE] B TEMHYIO TIPUXOXKYIO U Harpa-
BWJICSI B CBOIO KOMHATy. MeppuvK He ObLT CO3[aH /JIsl CEMbU U
Opaka. Ero orery yxe AaBHO 3TO MOHSIII.

BheszanmHo MeppuKy BCIIOMHUJIOCH, KAKMUM BHYTPEHHUM CBe-
TOM 03apHJIOCH JIMIO DJIIMKC BO BpeMsl UX OOCYKJIESHHS MaHy-
ckpurita. Jla yx, MOUCTUHE CErOIHSIIHSISI HOUb ObLJIa MOJTHA CIOP-
npu3oB. OH HUKorga Obl He MoAyMaJl, 4yTo paboTa HaJl IPEeBHUM
JOKYMEHTOM MOJKET TakK ero 3amHrtepecoBarth. OH Tak yBJEKCs
MIEPEBOJIOM 3TOr0 MAaHYCKPUIITA, YTO Ha KAKOK-TO MOMEHT Jaxe
3a0bLT O TJTYTIOM Tapu, KoTopoe 3akiouni. Ho mis 6mara Dnuke



OH He UMEeT IpaBa €10 yBJieubcs. [lJisl AeBYIIIKYU BPOJIE HEE CBSI3b
¢ HUM OyzieT ryouTenbHa. Y Hero MpocTo yKacHask penyTallusl.

Mexnay Tem Apundanba Penduiba B omuHOUYECTBE T OpeH-
o1 B cBoell KoMHare. IIpexne Bcero OoH BBITWI 32 TO, YTOOBI
CenT-Marnyc k pacceeTy NOKHAHYJI A0M POJIBKCTOYHOB. Apuu-
6aJb/1 He COMHEBAJICA, UTO TaK M Mpou3onaeT. MyxunHam Bpofe
Meppuka HeBeioMo noHsATHE YecTu. CeHT-MarHyc nocrapaercst
cOexaTh OTCI0[]a KaKk MOHO cKkopee. Belb rmocse Toro, 4to npo-
U30IIJI0, €r0 MOT'YT IPUHYAUTH KEHUTHCS HA DIIMKC, TEM CaMbIM
CB$I3aB €I'0 N0 pyKaM 1 HoraM. MeppuK Ha 3TO HU 3a YTO He MOii-
JeT, yHeceT HOru oT goma PoJIbKCTOYHOB, ¥ TOT/1a MyTh K CEPALLY
Anuke 1151 Apunbanbaa Oynet ceodoneH. [da u pogurenu dnuke
Terieph OyayT K HeMy OoJiee OnarockjIoHHBL. Benp 3T0 OH cnac
UX JI09b OT M030pa. MepprK MOT He TOJIBKO COOJIA3HUTD DIHUKC,
HO ellle U PaclpoCTPaHUTh O HeW rpsi3Hble ciiyxu. Terneps rpad
DOoJIbKCTOYH NOMBITAETCSA BBIAATh DJIMKC 3aMyX MPU NIEPBOM ke
BO3MOXHOCTH. [lake ecu keHuX, Kak, Harpumep, Peaduib, He
OyneT 3aHUMaTh MPUBUIIETUPOBAHHOTO MOJIOKEHHS B OOIIECTBE.
Yro kacaercss Apundasbaa, To POIBKCTOYH MOCTapaeTcsl BbIaTh
3a HEero DIUKC XOTs Obl B 3HaK OnarogapHoctu. Ha ceropHsimHmii
MOMEHT BCE€ CKJIQ/IbIBAJIOCh MPOCTO OTIMYHO. KoHeuHo xe cam
Pendwiba He MOr 3aCTaBUTh DNMKC BBIMTH 34 HETO 3aMyX. 3aTO
9TO MOXET CAeJIaTh €€ OTell.

— Bbl He MOKeTe 3aCTaBUTh MEHsI BBITU 3aMY:X ITPOTUB MOe-
IO JKeJIaHU 1, — TBEPIO MPOroBOPHUIIA IINHUKC, CHIOKOMHO BCTPETUB



B3MJISA]L OTIIA.

I'naza rpaca PonpkcroyHa ceepkami. Oren nocraBuin Mep-
PUIKY YCJIOBHE: TMOO OH HAXOIUT JJIs1 Hee JKeHUXa, JIMOO0 KEeHUT-
Cs1 Ha HEW caM.

— Ommoaenbest, Most joporasi! f Mory 3actaBuTh TeOs cle-
Jatb 310. M 3actaBmo. Mel ¥ Tak CJIMIIKOM AOJITO TEPIEIU TBOE
YIOPSIMCTBO, — TBEPIO CKa3as rpad.

Ee ynpsAMcTBO? DIIMKC HauMHAaIA CEPAUTHCS MO-HACTOSALIEMY .
Hy nouemy B cembe €€ HUKTO HE KeJIaeT MOHSATh?

— Mos paboTa 115l MeHsI OUeHb BaKHa, — 3arOBOPHIIA DJUKC. —
JLOKyMEHTBI, KOTOPBIE 5 IEPEBOXKY, KACAIOTCS HE TOJIbKO UCTOPUU
KenTa, HO 1 uctopuM Haimx npeakos. Ho Bl mouemMy-To cunta-
eTe BaXHBIM TOJIBKO TO, YTO KacaeTcs [[eidmMu u ero padoThl.

— IlepeBop Bcex 3TUX APEBHUX MAaHYCKPHUIITOB — HETOAXO/S-
niee 3aHsaTve s IeBYIIKUM. Hu oquH MyX4MHa HE BO3bMET B
’KEHbI )KEHIINHY, KOTOPYIO OOJIbIlIE MHTEPECYET UCTOPHSI, YEM OH
cam. — ['pacp PonpkcTOyH NoaHsIICA €O cTya. — f 3Halo, O ueM
THI cefiuac Jymaeliib. Thl Aymaenib, Kak n30exaTh 3TON YUYacTH.
Thl yxe 3apaHee yBepeHa, uTo Tebe He IOHPABUTCST HH OJIMH Ke-
HUX, KoToporo jij1st Te0s Haiiaet jopa Cent-Marnyc. Ho, yutu,
s iepectany 1edst copepxkarh. Y Torga Tl y3Haelb, Kak TSKeNOo
TIPUXOIMTCS KSHITMHAM Oe3 MYKCKOW TIOIEPKKH.

[To mpaBae roBopsi, oTell ObLT AOCOJIIOTHO TpaB: OHA HE CO-
Oupasiach 3aMyk M HaMepeHa OTBEPrHyTb JIIOOOTO MpeTeHIeHTa
Ha cBOI0 pyKy u cepatie. Ho yrpossl otia ucnyranu ee. OH Jeii-
CTBUTEJILHO MOT TaK C Hed MmocTynuth. Ha 3TOT pa3 oH ObUI 10-



HACTOSIILIEMY PacCepKeH.

— 51 moeny B JIOHAOH MOC/E TOTO, KAK OKOHYMTCS Oasl, — CKa-
3aj1a oHa HakoHell. — M mpoOyny Tam 10 KoHiia ce3oHa. Ho onHa,
a He ¢ jopaom CeHT-Marnycom.

DJIMKC HAZIEA1ACh, YTO TO XOTh HA BPEMS YCIIOKOUT OTLA.

— Her, — ¢ TsxensiM B300X0M ITporoBopuil rpagp Ponbkcro-
yH. — Thl yxe He pa3 xwia B JIOHOJOHE BO BpeMs CE30HA, U Yy
TeOs1 ObUI IIAHC HANTU ceOe JIOCTOMHOrO KeHHUXa, HO Thl UM He
BOCIIOJIb30BaIach. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, TO, 4TO 51 TeOe mpejaraio,
HE TaK yX ¥ 110X0. CeHT-Marnyc — U3BECTHBIN YEJIOBEK B CBETE.
OH obasiTeseH, TIOOUT PUCK, HO TIPU STOM BefieT cebs1 Oraropa-
3yMHO U BCETJ]a MOXET BOBpeMsi OCTaHOBUThCs. U ecu oH Oyner
PSIIOM, OKPY’KAIOIIUE CTAHYT CMOTPETDh Ha TeOs1 COBEPIIEHHO I10-
apyromy. C HUM THI Oyzienib BHIITISIIETh MpHBJeKaTenbHee. He
BOJTHYJCSI, B €T0 IJTaHbI He BXOIUT Ha TeOe )KeHUThCS. Tak uTo Thl
CMOXeIlIb CIIOKOMHO, HE OIacasch MOCIEJCTBUM, UCIIOIb30BATh
€ro B CBOMX MHTEpECcax, a MOTOM HABCEr/la C HUM PaccTaTbCsl.

Dnukc Opocria OTYasTHHBIN B3I Ha MaTh. Ho siein Dostbk-
CTOYH JIMIIb [T0OKa4aJjia roJIOBOK.

— MBI ¢ TBOMM OTLIOM IIPUAYMAJH 3TOT IJIaH BMECTE, — CKa-
3aJla OHa, HE OCTaBUB JI0YEPU HUKAKON HAJEKIbI.

DNUKC ToyMaa, 4To, MOXeT ObITh, el moMoxkeT J[keimu.
Bpar Bcerna npuxonui e Ha noMomib. OH CMOXET paccKa3arb
POZIUTEJISIM HECKOJIBKO CKaHIaIbHBIX UCTOPUH € yyactuem Mep-
pUKa, U TOTAA OHM CAEJAIOT BCE, YTOOBI OH JAEPKAJICS OT DIUKC
MOZAJIBLIIE.



— W eme ogHO, — npoosikan otel. — Mbl HUYEro He JI0JKHbI
roBOpUTH 00 3TOM [IkeiiMu. DTO CTaHeT [Isl Hero TSKENIbIM y/ia-
pom. Beap Cent-Marnyc ero npyr. Mel peniiin BooOIe HUKO-
My He TOBOPHUThH 00 3TOM MPOUCIIIECTBUU.

Takum oOpazom, Ha ToMoIIb J[’keliMu paccUUTHIBATh HE CTOM-
70. Terieps ee eAMHCTBEHHON Haex 101 OblT cam CeHT-Marnyc.
Cyns no BceMy, OH, Kak ¥ OHa, HE B BOCTOPIre OT 3TOro IUIaHa.



I'naBa 6

Hy BoT 1 Bce. Ckopo ee cBoOO/e MPUAET KOHEIl. DJIMKC OITy-
CTUJIaCh HA KAMEHHYIO CKaMblo B CaJly Y MOCTaBUJIa ITYCTYIO KOP-
3WHKY JUISl IIBETOB PsiIoM. Y Hee He ObIJI0 HACTPOCHUSI Cpe3aTh
I[BETHI, HO TO OBUI XOPOIINI TTOBOJ BHIATH U3 JIOMa, TIepemno-
HEHHOT'O JTIIOAbMH, ¥ XOTh HEMHOTI'O ITOOBITH OJHOM. BOBIIMHCTBO
rocTeil 3aKOHYMIIY 3aBTPaK U FOTOBUJIMCH K BEPXOBOH MPOTYJIKE.
Kaxercs, oHM cOOMpaTHCh MTOEeXaTh K pPUMCKUM PyHHAM.

Ortel1l HU 32 YTO HE OTCTYNUTCS OT CBOEro peleHus. Heuero
U HaJieAThCs Ha 371o. [To mpasje roBopsi, Bce 3TH rofibl OH OBLT ¢
Heil oueHb TeprennB. OH cTeprnes — UMEHHO CTepIie, a He Mpo-
CTHJI — €€ OTKa3 BUKOHTY M3H1uu. [0 3TOro OH TOYHO TaK ke
crepren ee oTKa3z 6apony Doopoy. OH MUPHUIICS C ee CTpaH-
HOCTSIMU: JTIOOOBBIO K KHATaM ¥ IPEBHUM MaHYCKPUIITaM, XOTS U
HE MOHUMAJT 3TOT0. DJIMKC 3HAJIa, YTO BCE ITO BPEMsI €€ POJIHbIE
HAJICSJTUCh, YTO CO BPEMEHEM OHa 0O0pa3yMUTCS U CTAHET KUTh
KaK BCe HOpMaJIbHBIE JIIOIH.

Ho ux Hagexabl He omnpaBaanuck. C romamu oHa Bce OOJb-
I OTAAJISIACh OT OOIIECTBa. DTO MPOUCXOAWIO TOCTENEHHO.
3nech, B INIIIHY, €€ He TaK CBS3bIBAJIA CBETCKUE YCIOBHOCTH, KO-
TOpBIE €1 HaBsI3bIBAIM B JIOHIOHE. 311€Ch €l He TPO3UJT HecyacT-
JIMBBIN Opak Mo pacyery, JIMIIIeHHBIN JTI0OBU. 31ech OHa Oblia
cuacmiuBa. [lo kpaiiHell Mepe, el Tak Ka3aJocCh.

[o mpaBae roBopsi, OHa U B AEPEBEHCKOM ITYIIM HE HAXOAMWIa



yremenus u nokos. axe no Bcrpeun ¢ Cenr-Marnycom u 1o
TOrO, KaK CTajla pa3MeHHOU (purypom B ero niynom napu. Mo-
KeT OBbITh, € BCE-TaKM TATOTUJIO OAMHOYECTBO 3/IEITHEN KU3HU
— Hen30ekHasl IJ1aTa 3a CBOOO/LY, KOTOPYIO OHA Tak 0osijlach Mo-
TepATh U 32 KOTOPYIO Tak mieruisiack. CKOpo BCe JIOKHO ObLIO
M3MEHMTBCS, HO OTHIO/b HE B JIyUIIYIO CTOPOHY. DJIMKC cama He
3HaJIa, Yero OHa B JICHICTBUTEILHOCTU XOYET.

— Bot 310 na! — nocapiancs yen-to rongoc. — Kakas npusr-
Hasi BcTpeya!

[Mepen neit crosin nopn CeHT-MarHyc cOOCTBEHHOM Tepco-
HOM. DJIMKC CMepHJia €ro TSKENbIM B3IJISAOM, SICHO AaBasl Io-
HATb, YTO HE paja BCTpeYe C HUM. B 3TOT MOMEHT OHa HEHABU-
nena ero. HecMoTpst Ha GeCCOHHYI0O HOYb U HEBECEJIbIE MBICIIH
O TOM, 4TO €ero xJeT B OyaymeM, MepprK BBIIJISAET CBEXUM U
otnoxHyBmuM. U, kak Bcerjaa, Obu1 Oe3ykopu3HeHHO onetr. Ha
HeM ObUTH OpUIKM 11BeTa OyIBOIOBOM KOXH, 3€JieHasi, KaK mep-
Basi BECEHHsIs JINCTBA, KYPTKa U HAUMIIEHHBIE JI0 OCJIENUTENb-
HOro OJsiecka OOTHHKH. DJHKC ke, B ommure ot CeHT-Marnyca,
BBITJIsIENa OJIETHOM M YCTaJION, BOKPYT IJ1a3 TIOSIBUJIMCH TEMHBIE
Kkpyru. Ha Heii O6bU10 npoctoe KopuuHeBoe miatbe. CerogHs y
Hee COBCEeM He ObLJIO HACTPOEHUSI JIJISl TOrO, YTOObI 3aHUMAThCS
HapsAJaMH U IPUYECKOMU.

— Co MHO# 4TO-TO He Tak? Bbl Tak NpUCTalbHO HAa MeHs
cmorpure! — nporoBopust CeHT-MarHyc, HElpou3BOJIbHO KOC-
HYBIIUCH IIEKHU.

— Her, — otBeTnia DnuKc U mocrapaniach OTOTHATh OT ceOst



HenpollieHble MbIc. — C BaMu Bce B MOPSIJIKE.

— Hy xopormo. [ xoten ¢ Bamu BCTPETUTHCS, YTOOBI OOCYUTH
3aTpy/IHUTEIbHOE MOJIOKEHHE, B KOTOPOM MbI 002 OKa3aJIUCh.

C stumu cnoBamu MeppuK NMOCTaBUJI KOP3UHKY IIMKC Ha
3eMJTIO U CeJl PSIZIOM C JIEBYILIKOM Ha KAMEHHYIO cKamblo. 1 onisiTh,
KaK HOYbI0 B OMONMOTeKe, OT Oyn30ocTi Meppuka 1o Teiy DK
IIPOIIIA CTPaHHAS JPOKb.

— BbI ymaerte, yTo 310 XOpouias uaes? — crpocuia DJMKC.

— A BBl cUMTaeTe, YTO HAM HE CTOUT BMECTE IMOMPOOOBATh Hali-
TH BBIXOJl U3 CO3/IaBIIEHCS CUTyalluu? — C HEBOBMYTUMbIM BU-
JIOM crpocuil Meppuk.

— Her, s umelo B Buny He 310. Ham He cTout cuzeTs Tak Onn3-
KO APYT K JIPYTy, — CMYILIEHHO CKa3aJia DIUKC. — B mpomwuisiii pa3
9TO IUIOXO 3aKOHYMJIOCH.

— Hywmato, 310 He Bara 3ab6ota, — Bo3pasmi Meppuk. — [lo
9TOMY MOBOJIYy CTOUT OECIIOKOUTHCS, CKOpee, MHE, DITHKC.

Snukc. [Tomymars TOJIBKO, OH Ha3BAJI €€ TPOCTO IMUKC. U 310
BBIPBAJIOCh Y HETO TaK €CTeCTBEHHO, CJIOBHO OHU OBLITH CTaphIMU
apy3bsamu. [o Terny Dnmukc omsth mpodeskaia cTpaHHas APOKb.
OrpoMHbBIM yCHJIMEM BOJIM OHA 3aCTaBmIIa ceOsi BEPHYTHCS K pe-
QJIbHOCTH.

— Ilpencrasisiio, Kak Bbl COKaJIeeTe O TOM, YTO TaK HEOCMOT-
PUTESILHO 3aKJIIOYUIIM 3TO TIIYNOE Mapu, — CIOKHUB PYKH Ha KO-
JIEHSIX, ChA3BUIIA DITUKC.

— Ilpeacraisiio, Kak Bbl COXaJeeTe, UYTO sl TAK HEOCMOTPU-
TEJIbHO 3aKJIIOYMJI 3TO IIIYIOE Mapy, — CKPECTUB HOTHU, C YCMeELll-



KOl ckazan Meppuk. — Eciu 51 He Haiily Bam MOIXOJSILErO kKe-
HUXa, IPUJETCS CAMOMY Ha Bac KEHUThCSl. TaKOBO ycloBUE Ba-
rero otia. Mel 00a He XoTuM 3Toro 6paka. Tak 4to jyurie Bam
OIPeJEeUTLCSI CaMOM U PEIINUTh, 32 KOTO Bbl XOTEJIN Obl BBIATU
3amyx. Torma s cnenalo Bce OT MeHs 3aBHCsIIEe, YTOOB STOT
Opak cocTosuicsl.

DMKC mpe3puTesbHO (bIpkHYZIA. Bece 3T0 HarmoMuHAIoO Ka-
KYI0-TO IJIYIYIO CKa3Ky.

— U xak BbI coOmpaeTech cienath 3T0? — HACMEIIMBO CITPO-
cuia oHa. — Bbl He MokeTe HalTH MHE MYXa, IPOCTO B3MaxHYB
BOJIIIIEOHOM MAJIOUKOA.

— Her, k coxanenuio, BoseOHON nanoyku y MeHs HeT. Ho
s1 MOTY HayYUTb BAaC KaK MIOHPABUTHCSI MY)KUMHE, KOTOPBIUA MTPU-
JieTcsl BaM 110 jyine. Mtak, 3a Koro Bbl XOTeJ i Obl BHIATH 3aMYy XK ?
[lonenvrech CBOMMU TaHBIMU KEJTAaHUSIMH.

DJIMKC 3a/1yMaJiach.

— Tak cpa3y u He ckaxellb... Bo-niepBbIX, OH JOKEH UMETh
MPUBJIEKATEIIbHYI0, HO MY:KECTBEHHYIO BHEIITHOCTb; BO-BTOPBIX,
s1 X041y, YTOOBI OH ObLT MOJIOJI, HOMHOTMM CTapiie MeHs. 51 He
XOUy BBIXOJMTh 3aMYK 32 CTApHUKA; B-TPETbUX, OH JIOJIKEH OBITh
YMHBIM, OOpa30BaHHBIM M XOPOIIIUM coOeceTHUKOM. I xorena
Obl, 4YTOOBI OH yBakaJl MEHSI M IPUHUMAJI BCE MO HEIOCTATKHU.

— MHe He Hy>KHBbI OIIUCAHU [TOJIOKUTENBHBIX KAUECTB Balllero
Oy/yIero Myxa, — HeMHOTO pe3ko o0opBas ee Meppuk. — Mue
HY)KHO JIMIIIb €r0 UMs. 3a KOTrO BbI XOTEJH Obl BBIUTH 3aMyk’?



Ha3zosure mHe nms, mpocro nmsa. Hanpumep, BUKOHT Xaprpoys
WM 0apoH XecCeabTOH.

— Ho s He Mory Ha3BaThb BaM KaKO€-TO KOHKPETHOE UMsl, —
cKkazana nukc. — 1 xoTena Obl BBIATH 3aMYK 32 TAKOTO MYKYH-
HY, KoToporo s onucana. [Ipuaymaiite 4ro-1o. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
3TO B BalllMX K€ UHTEpECaXx.

— [ocnymante, iean DIUKC, — C JIETKUM Pa3ApaKeHUeM 3aro-
BopuJI Marnyc. — JlaBaiiTe CMOTpETh Ha BEIIU peasibHO. Bbl MO-
JKETe YINPSMUTBCS CKOJIbKO YTOAHO, HO 3TO BCE PABHO HE U3Me-
HUT Baller y4acty. B KOHIIe JieTa BaM Tak WJIM MHA4Ye TTPUIETCS
BBIWTH 32 KOTO-HUOY/Ib 3aMYK.



Konen 03HaKOMUTEJLHOI'O
¢dparmenra.

Tekct npenocraBieH OO0 «JIutPec».

[IpounTaiiTe STy KHUTY LIEJIMKOM, KYIIUB TOJIHYIO JIETATbHYIO
Bepcuio Ha JIutPec.
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PayPal, WebMoney, Aunexc./lensru, QIWI Komenek, 60Hyc-
HBIMU KapTaMu WK APYTUM YI0OHBIM Bam crioco6om.
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