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Toli BeCHOU MaBOIOK MPUBEN K HABOJHEHUIO U HaJies1aJl MHO-
ro Oen B siecy. Bosbinie Bcero Joctanoch eme He Hay9IMBIIUMCS
IUUIaBaTh JETEHBIIIAM.

Bopna yxe Havana cnagare. 2KuBnmi y crapoid KOpsra Yx pe-
I OCMOTPETHCSI B TIOMCKAX 4ero-Huoyap JiooonsiTHOro. OH
3amoJ13 Ha MBY, YJOOHO OOBUJICSI BOKPYT BETKU M TIPUHSIICS pas-
misAbIBaTh Oeper U peky. EMy Kazanoch, IpyUYMH ISl TAHUKH,
4TO 11apuJjia B Jiecy, He ObLI0. «Be4HO 3T JiecHbIe KUTETU BOJ-
HYIOTCS M3-3a BCAKHUX ITYCTSAKOB!» — qymMail VK.

[IpeObiBas B pa3ayMbsiX, OH HE Cpa3y 3aMeTWJI, YTo y Oepera
KTO-TO Iutemiercs. IlpurnsaneBmmce, yBuaes, Kak BHU3Y, TO I0-
IpyKasich, TO BbIHBIPUBAs, OapaxTaeTcsl B BOjIe MaJIeHbKUI Ipsi3-
HbIi Exuk.

— Kak on ymynpuiics He yToHyTh? — OT yIMBJIEHUS YK Ha4as
pasMBILILIATh BCIyX. — M-na-a-a... EIIE exxeill MHE TyT HE XBa-
Tajo... Korna xe ol yroHems? MHe Takue cocequ U JapoM He
HYKHBI.

Ho E:XMK HUYEro He clIbIai 1 He oOpalla Ha Y:ka HUKaKoro
BHMMaHMA. OH MPOCTO MBITAJICA BBUKUATH Y 3BaJI HA ITOMOILb U3



MOC/IEAHUX CHUJL.

— Jla He kpruM ThI TaK. .. [IpocTo yTOHM — 1 BCE. 3aueM CTOIb-
KO 1ryma’?

VX o4eHb He MoOWT IIyM 1 EXuKoB. Eciii Obl y Hero Obutn
PYKH, OH, HABEpHOE, 3aKPbLJT Obl UMU YIIIH.

EkuK BCE He TOHYII U, Ka3aJ10Ch, CTaJl KpUYATh ellE TPOMYE.

— Kako#-1o HenmpaBWIIbHBIA €XUK, — TPOOOPMOTAT YK U pe-
AT JOOUTHCS THUIIMHBI CAMBIM ITPOCTBIM CITIOCOOOM: CITYCTHIICS
C JlepeBa U BHITALWIT OS/IHSTY U3 BObI.

— Kusoi1?

— KaseTcs. .. — OTBeTHI EKUK, TBITASCh OT/IBILATECS.

— Hy u otkyna xe Tb1?

— He 3na10. I MaMy oTeps-as, — BAPYT pa3pbiaancs Exuk.

V3 nmoMopuIwiICs OT JOCaAbl: MOXOXKE, HA CyILIE OT ITOr0 Ma-
JIbiIIa eme OoJbie MpodJieM, YeM B BOJIE.

— He x#p1ub! Yto-HUOYAb NIPUIYyMaeM.

— Tol Hai A€ MO0 MamMy ?!

Yk OTION3 MOfaNiblle OT KPUKIUBOro Fxkuka.

— He Oyay s e€ uckarb. Bbl Ha Apyroii CTOpoHe PeKH KWJIH.
Ckopee Bcero, TBOsi Mama noru6ia Bo Bpemsi HaBoaHeHus. [1pu-
BBIKA XUTh caM. A TOKa JiaBaii 51 Te0e yKuH rouiny. JIsarymky
Oymenin ?

— Most Mama He ymepia, Tl Bpélb! $1 o0si3aTesnbHO e€ Haiiy !
A J5iryIiex st He eMm, sl SIrofbl 00T,

«Onare kpuunt. Kakasg MHe pa3HMIla, YTO TaM C €ro Ma-
Mo¥», — ogyman Yx. Ho nenars ObU10 HeYero, mpuIuioch wc-



KaTh Aroabl — OHU OBUIA €QUHCTBEHHON HAIEXJION Ha CIIOKOW-
HBIM BEYep.
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YTpeHHwmit jec ObUI, Kak Bceraa, MpeKpaceH. YK Halen ce-
Oe TporpeToe COJHIIEM MECTEUKO U HEXUJICS TOfl €ro JIyYaMu.
Heoxupanno nosisuiicss CKBOpEN M PUHSIICS 3aChINaTh €ro BO-
MPOCAMH.

—MHe TyT copoka Ha XBOCTE HOBOCTb IIpUHECIA. DTO IpaBaa’?
VY Hac HOBBI KUTENb?

— Ja yx kyna npaBausee. .. ThI-TO 3aueM npuseren?

CkBopell KapTUHHO CXBATUJICS KPbUIbSIMU 32 CEpALIE.

— 4, mexay npounM, Boxkak 1 yuutesnb ctan! W nomkeH pac-
CKa3aTh CBOMM YUYEHHMKaM, UTO OKHUJIAET UX B JIECY.

YKy HUKOI/Ia HE HpaBWJIach Harias ntuua. «Moxer, nomm-
MeTh Ha HEr0 HEMHOT'O, YTOOBI HE HAI0e1al?» — 1 OH C Y/IOBOJIb-
CTBHMEM BBITIOJTHWII 33 JyMaHHOE.

— MeHs xu3Hb yuria, a He CKBOPIIBL. JleTes Obl THI OTCIONa, a7

CKBOpeL HU4yTh HE UCITYTaJICs — TOJIBKO 3aXJI0MAJ KPbUIbsIMU
Y C BBI30BOM CIIPOCHII:

— A ecnu oH onaceH?

— st koro? — yemexuyics Yx. — s te6s, uto nu? Tol Je-
Talomux exert punen’? Kak, mo-tBoemy, oH 10 1edst 1o0epeTcs?
DTO MPOCTO MAJEHbKUI EXUK, TOMABIINI B Oy .

— Ckoubko ke eMy? Pa3Be OH He 3HaeT, YTO €K1 3aBTPAKAIOT
TaKUMH, KaK TbI?

— A 3auem eMy 3Hatb? [1oka OH C yIOBOJILCTBUEM JIOMAET STO-
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— 1 3auem THI ero ciac? — HegoymeBasl CkBopell. — Pano nim
TIO3/THO OH BCE paBHO TeOsl ChECT, KaK Te SATOMBI.

V:x nonnmai, yro CKBOpel IpaB: He 3ps1 ke BCE YKU JaBHO
NIePETUTbUIN PEKY, YTOOBI HAXOIUTHCS TIOABIIE OT «KOTIOYEK».
OnHako 1 HaOMOOATh, KaK TOHET Oe33allUTHBIN JETEHBII, ObLUIO
HEBBIHOCHMO.

— Hapnetock, 310 cimyuntcst He ckopo. Thl HaBEpHSIKA MOCTYITI
OBl Tak Xe, BEOb OH COBCEM €Ilé MaJbill. Tem Oosee, NTULAM
€K1 Bpe/ia He MPUYUHSIT.

CkBOpI1a HEMHOT'O YCTIOKOWJTU CJIOBA Y3Ka, OJIHAKO OH HE YHU-
MaJics.

— Tl yBepeH? { oTBeyaro 3a NTEHLIOB U HE MOT'Y ITOJBEPraTh
UX OMAaCHOCTH.

— VBepeH. Thl Beqib JieTaelllb ¥ BUAMIID BCE, YTO IPOUCXOIUT
C TOUM CTOpOHHI Jieca. [Tomoxernb Komoyemy HauTu Mamy? D10
B HalllMX K€ MUHTepecax.

— Mot nonr — nomorarts eTsiM. — CKBOpelL] roOpAeIMBO HOAHS
TOJIOBY U, YBUJIEB, UTO HA HETO HUKTO HE CMOTPUT, yJIETell.

VK 3alyMUnBO TIOCMOTpeN Ha crisimero Exuka. ToT BbITIs-
Je7T TaKUM OeCHOMOIIHBIM U KaJKUM, 4TO ObLIO Jaxe YIUBU-
TEJIbHO, KaK €My yAaJIoCh TaK JIOJIr0 MPOAEPKAThCs B BOJIE.
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Bepimna xoMa He rnocTpajiaia OT HABOHEHU 1, TO3TOMY JI0-
MUK 11 MaJIblIa PEIIeHo ObUTO CAeNaTh MMEHHO TaM. FKuK
HOCHJICSA TIO TpaBe, TOHSISACH 32 6aboUKamMu 1 cOOMpast BETOUKH
JUIS IIanamma. Yk rmomMoraji eMy, 3aTacKMBasi BETOUKU HaBepX U
THXO BopYa ceOe noj Hoc. bimke K nonynHio nokasascst CKBo-
pell, BEpHYBILHIACS C IPOTUBOIOJIOKHOTO Oepera peku. 3aBU/IeB
Esk1Ka, OH IOCTeInI cOOOIUTh HOBOCTH.

— 41 Bugen B3pocibix exelt Ha Tom Oepery! BosmoxkHo, TBOs
MaMa 5KHBa.

— Vpa! I e roBopuI, 4TO OHA k1Ba! — EkMK GpPOCKIT BETOUKH
1 KuHycst K CKBOpITY, YTOOB! OOHST.

CkBoplly Takasi 3aTesi COBCEM He MOHPABUJIACh, U OH OTJIETeN
B CTOPOHY. EMKy HHMYEro He ocTaBanoch, KaK Pa3BePHYThCA U
HOMBITATHCS OOHSATD CITyCTUBILETOCS C KPBIIIX YKa.

— Bot Buamib, a THl MHe He Bepu!

— HeBaxHo, BO 4TO BepuiI $1, INIaBHOE — BO YTO BEpHJI Thl. Thl
Obl MMOAKKypaTHEe cO CBOMMMU MI'OJIKAMU, — IIPOLIMIeEN YK, OT-
nosnsas.

EsMK Tak M ocTasics cTosTh, onyctuB pyku. Ho ero 3amerna-
TEJIbCTBO TOTYAC MPOLLIO, KOTJIA OH BCIIOMHUJI, YTO CKa3asl emy
Cksopell.

— Hoporoii CKkBOpel1, MOXeTe CKa3aTb Mame, I7ie 51, YTOObl OHa
MeHs1 3a0pana?



— B T011 yacTu sieca Mbl He OCTaHABJIMBAEMCS1, TaM COBHI U (pu-
JIMHBI — CJIMIIKOM OITaCHO.

EXMK OTKPBUT OBIIIO POT, YTOOBI BO3PA3UTH, HO €10 OTepe/InI
Vk:

— [Moatomy st 1 roBOpUIT TeOe: MPUBBIKAKN KUTh OTUH.

Ha rnasax y Exuka 3a6necrenu cnéssl. EMy no-cBoemy Hpa-
BUJIMCH 1 0OpbIii CKBOpEI, U BPEAHBIA YK, HO MaMy OH JIOOMIT
6osbiie. OH MOAHSUT OPOIIEHHYIO BETOUKY M MPUHSIICS BEPTETh
e€ B jankax. CKkBopeln 1 Y& MoJ4a CMOTPEJIM Ha HEro.

— 3Hauurt, s nepedepych yepe3 peKy, — HaKOHeIl TBEPIO CKa-
3aJ1 MaJIbILI.
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Ha onymike neca CkBopell aHUMaJICSI CO CBOUMM YUYEHUKAMMU
B JiecHOM 1Kkosie. TITeHnpl paccenuch Mo BeTKaM, U MOYETHBIN
YUHUTEJb CTall Pa3yurBajl C HUMHU HOBYIO TIECHIO.

Bapyr causy noséccs ronoc Yxa:

— Cksopern! Ham Hy>xHa TBOSI HOMOIIIb !

CkBopel pepBaJl ypOK U CJIETeN BHU3.

— Bceeraa pag nomoub gpy3bsiM. UTo B XoTEM?

— VBaxkaemblii CKBOpEII, — BRICTYII BIepén EXMK, — BB yM-
HBIW 1 TOOPBINA, MOXET OBbITh, TIOJICKaKeTe, Kak MHE IepeOpaThcs
yepes peky?

— IMomoxmaTh 3UMBI, IOKA peKa MOKPOETCs JIbIOM, CaM MOHU-
Maelllb, He BBIXOA. MBI K TOMY BpeMEHH B CIISTUKY 3aJIsTKEM, —
YCMEXHYJICA YK.

— Xopomo. [Tocmotpio, ecTh 71 MOOIN30CTH MOCT, HO JIyYIlie
Cpa3y y4uCh IUIABATb.

— Cnacub6o, goporoit CkBoperr!

EXUK 1 YK HanpaBIUINCh K 6epery, ¥ HUKTO U3 HUX He YCIIbl-
I1aJT TUXOTO HACTaBJIeHUsI NTUIIBL: «He Tex Thl B Ipy3bst BHIOUpA-
CIlIb, E)KI/IK».
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Tonauany ExXuK He XoTel 3ax0auTh B Boxy. EMy 6bisio crpar-
HO, BEllb OH BCE €IIE MOMHWI O XOJIOQHOM IIOTOKE BOJBI, YHEC-
IIIEM €ro OT JIIOOMMOI MaMbl. OH JIOJIro TPOOOBAT JTATKAMH BOJTY,
CTyIaJ B PeKy U Cpa3y BbIXOAWJI, HE pelasich CIeIaTh el mar.
MHoraa mocMatprBasl Ha CHISIIEro mooam3octu Bopona, He To
B MIOMCKAaX COUYBCTBUSI, HE TO B HAJEK/€, YTO TOT KAKUM-TO Uy-
JIOM U30aBUT €ro OT HeOOXOAMMOCTH YUHThCS TuiaBath. Ho Bo-
POH TOJIBKO C JIDOOMBITCTBOM HaOI0AA 3a TTporcxoasamm. Ha-
KoHell EHK repe6oport cBoii cTpax, ITy6oKO BAOXHYI U CeNal
HECKOJIBKO IIAroB K YiKy.

— 41 yx ObIIO TIOMYMAJT, YTO THI B TPSI3U PEIIAJT YIUTHCS TIJIa-
BaTh.

— MHe ObUIO CTpAIITHO.

— JlagHO, cMOTpU, KOMMIOUKil. BeICOBBIBaEIb rOI0BY 13 BOIbI U
JIBUTAEIIb XBOCTOM U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOpOHY. — M Yk Havan nuia-
BaTh BOKPYT FKMKa, YTOOBI TOT MOT PACCMOTPETh BCE €r0 JBH-
KEHUS.

Mautbli nomneITaICS CAENATh TO K€ CAMOE: BBICYHYJI FOJIOBY U3
BOJIbI ¥ ITPUHSLICS IIEBEJIUTh XBOCTUKOM. BOT TOJIBKO IepkaThCs
Ha IJIaBYy 9TO HUUYTh He nomorajo. Ckopee gaxke HA0OOOPOT.

— He nonyyaercs. ..

— HagepHoe, 310 motomy, uTo MbI Ou3K0 K Oepery. [laBait
OTIUTBIBEM ToAauiblIe. Bo3pMuUCh s1anamu 3a MOIO 1€, — Mpej-



JIOXKWI YK, 1 OHM BMECTE HAITPABWIUCH K CEPEIUHE PEKU.

— Tony, cnacure! — He yAepXKaBIIUCh 3a CKOJIb3KOIO Yika,
BAPYT 3aKpyyai Exuk n nomén ko any.

V3K HBIPHYJ CJIEJOM ¥ BHITAIII ero Ha Geper. IToka Exuk
TMIBITAJICST OTABIIIATBCS, YK OCMaTpPUBa CBOM MCKOJIOTHIN WTOJI-
KaMU XBOCT.

— Kaxercst, CkBopetr ObL1 11paB. [TpuaéTcst MpocuTh MOMOIIN
y pb10. [Togoxau 31ech, 1 CKOPO BEpHYCh.

V3K CKpBIICS U3 BUY, HO BCKOpE TOKa3aJiCsl Ha OBEPXHOCTU
peku co craeid ppi0. CTapaBIIHMIACS IO TOTO MOMEHTA He MTpUBIIe-
KaTh K ceOe JIMIITHEero BHUMaHus BOpoH, 3aBUjIEB 3Ty MECTPYIO
KOMITIaHUIO, TOJIETe]T TTOOIMIKE, YTOOBI MOXKHO OBLJIO HE TOJIbKO
BUJIETh, HO U CJIBIIIIATH TTPOUCXOISIIIIEE.

EXUK BEKIMBO MO370POBAJICA CO CBOMMH HOBBIMU yUHTEIs-
MU ¥ CHOBA 3alI€N B XOJOAHYIO BOJY.

— Thl yBEpeH, UTO ero MOXXHO Hay4yuTh IJIaBaTh? — CIIpOCUIa
Vka nepBas ppiOa. — Kakoil-To oH Hecypas3HbIid.

— 51 oueHb XOUy HAyUYUThCS, MHE K MamMe HYXHO! — OTBETUJI
eit Exuk.

— Torga caymmaii: 1yist TOro YTOOBI IUIBITh, HY’)KHO HBIPHYTh U
IIEBEJIUTH IUIABHUKAMU 1 XBOCTOM. BripaBo-BjieBO, BIIpaBO-BIIe-
BO. Bot Tax. — M BTOpas pei6a mpuHsAIach BUThCA BOKPYT ExuKa.
OcrasibHblE, KaK M0 KOMaH[Ie, CKPbUIMCh MO BOAOW M CTAaUKON
3aKPYKWJIMCh BOKPYT HETrO, MOKa3biBasl CJI0KHbIE MTUPYITHI.

— A Kak xe Aplarb? — CIpOCHII Exux.

OpnHa u3 peIO HETOYMEHHO YCTaBUJIACh HA HErO. 3a Hel ToKa-



3aJ1aCh Apyras v, yKasblBas Ha IIEPBYI0, CKa3aJa:

— JKabpamu, KOHEUHO!

— A y MEHA UX HeT... Kaxercd. Yl IIaBHUKOB TOXE. ..

—Torna u B Boaty JIe3Th HeUero! — XopoM BOCKJIMKHYJIU PhIOH,
YAAPWIN XBOCTAMH IO BOJE U CKPBUIUCE.

— Bb1 Ob1 €11I€ y JTSTyIIeK ypOoKHY TIaBaHuUs B3SUTH, HEJOTEMbL, —
pacxoxotasicsa Bopon. CxBarui 3a3eBaBliylocsi Ha Oepery KBa-
KYLLIKY U yJIeTell.
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ToHsB, YTO He HAayUMTCA IUIaBaTh, EXKUK IPUIIEN B OTYasAHME.
V& noHavaly IbITaJlICs €r0 YCIOKOUTh, HO CKOPO CHAJCA U Ky-
f1a-T0 yron3. IToABUBIIUCE K Bedepy, OH HpUTaIuI ExXuKy Arof.

K Tomy BpemeHH, Korjia FxkuK IoyXuHa, yike CTEMHENO.

— Ilonum, — cka3an Yik.

— Kyna? — ynuBuics Exuk.

— VBUIUIIID.

HouHo# Jiec rmyrasl HeW3BECTHOCTBI0. 3HAKOMBIE IEPEBbSI, KY-
CTBI U NOJISIHBI BO ThME Ka3aJIMCh YEM-TO COBEPIIEHHO APYIUM.
Kaxaas Berouka HaloMHHaa Jamy ykKacHOro YyJOBHUIIA, Aaxke
coOCTBEeHHasl TeHb ITyrajia Majbla. YK TOPOITHIICS.

— Kyna Mbl uaém? 3aech Tak CTpaiiHo, — MPU3HAJICS Exuk,
KOTJa pAAOM pa3falloch yXaHbe (pUIIMHA.

— A KTO roBOpuJI, 4TO K Mame xouer? Yxe nepegyman? He
noraems Kk Cose?

— [I-moiny. A xto oHa?

— CambIil MyZIpBI U CTapbIii OOUTATE b HAIIIETO Jieca.

— Ona HayuuT MeH# I1aBarthb?

— CoBa He MOXeT TeOs1 HIueMy Hay4IHuTh, HO MOXKET TOJCKa-
3aTh, YEMY Thl MOXKEIllb HAYYUThCS caM, YTOObI HATH Mamy. Ec-
JI, KOHEYHO, ThI I1I0-HACTOAILEMY TOTO 3aX0Yelllb.

Bokpyr XopoBogoM BWIMCH OnykAaiomye OroHbku. OHH
CKJIaJbIBJIUCh B CUJIY3Thl JKUBOTHBIX U PACTEHUI U CHOBA pac-



najiajinch, OcBellas Apy3bsaM MyTb. BOT OlMH OroHEK 3amphirai
KaK MSYUK, ¥ FXMK permn NpukocHyThea K Hemy. He TyT-TO
6bL10! OrOHEK KpyKWJICS BOKPYT, HE /1aBasiCh B PyKH, a 3aTeM
HanpaBuics K Yxy. Tam ero yxe x1aau gpyrue oroHpku. Jlera-
e (hOHAPUKU BHICTPOUJIMCH 1IETIOUKOM U 3aIpbIrajiv MO CIH-
HE HUYETO He NOI03PEBAIOIIETO YiKa, OT CaMOro KOHYMKA XBOCTa
110 ToNOBHL. Eskuk paccmesics.

— K10 310?

— He 3Ha10, — XMbIKHYJ1 Yk. — HO TOUHO HE CBETJISTUKH, TEX A
BUZET U JTHEM, OHU JPyTHE.

BHe3anmHO OroHbKM MCYE3TM W B TEMHOTE BCIIBIXHYJIU ABa
OTPOMHBIX IJ1a3a.

— 3apasctByii, Myapas CoBa, — ckazan Yik.

EXUK TOHS, YTO OHM MPUIILTH.

— 3npascrByite, Mynpas CoBa! — moBTOpWJ OH BCjen 3a
VoM. — [lomorute mMHe, Moxajuyicra, BCTPETUTLCSA C MaMOU,
OHa Ha Jpyrom Oepery. 51 XoTen Hay4IUThCS TJIaBaTh, YTOOBI Tie-
PEILIBITh PEKY, HO Y MEHsI HUYEro He MOIy4rIOCh.

CoBa ciy1ana, CKJIOHUB IOJIOBY, 4 3aTEM BbIILIA U3 TEMHOTHI
Ha OCBEIIEHHYIO JJYHHBIM CBETOM MOJISIHY.

— To1 He ppiOa 1 He 3Mest. K ToMy ke peka cmiKoM ObIcTpast 1
xonofHas. Tl HE CMOXKEIlb NEPEIUIBITh €€ HU CaM, HH Ha IUIOTY, —
CKa3ajia OHa.
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